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College Night gives students opportunity
to get focused on next educational step
By Jasmine Andrews
and Lawrence Cannon

T

he Counseling
Department provided
prospective college students the
chance to discover educational
opportunities during last month’s
College Week and College Night
events.
The week offered speciallythemed days, including HBCU
Application Day, State and
Chicago-area Application Day,
Out-of-State Application Day,
and on the last day of the week,
Illinois State University had onsite
admissions in the Counselors Office (Room 141).
However, College Night, held
on Tuesday, October 18, was a
particularly big hit, with over 80
universities and colleges in attendance.
The annual event is for all
seniors and juniors who want to
get firsthand knowledge of the
many colleges in attendance
or more knowledge on their
particular choices. Many students,
parents, and teachers attended
the evening program in the new
boys gym.

T

INSID E

he faculty and student
body honored Breast
Cancer Awareness Month
during the week of October 24
through October 27 to help raise
awareness about the cancer that
claims millions of lives every year.
The awareness week was hosted
by Student Council, SIS (Sassy
Intellectual Sisters), and the Public
Health Club.
The trio of organizations
kicked off Awareness Week by
tying pink ribbons around dozens
of trees on the school grounds, as
the ribbons are recognized as the
international symbol for breast
cancer.
“We put the ribbons up on

Band holds
creepy
haunted
house,
movie night

Seniors Tevin Ray, Devon Brown, and Christina Robinson listen to a college representative at the
annual College Night, held in the boys gym. (Photo by Marcella Slay)
Those who attended were
pleased with the number of
schools that were represented.
“It was well organized and
they had a variety of colleges to
visit,” said senior Te’Reah Fields.
Colleges that were in attendance included Hampton Univer-

sity, Fisk University, Olive Harvey
Community College, DePaul
University, and Purdue University
to name just a few.
“I was glad to see Northern
University and Chicago State there,”
Fields added. “They were [among]
my options to choose from.”

Another senior thought the
occasion gave her a chance to
really get going on making decisions for her college education.
“There were nice schools

Please turn to page 3 for
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SIS promotes observance of Breast Cancer
Awareness Month with special activities
By Breanna Stewart

Volume 89, Issue 3

Friday after school, so on Monday, when everyone returned to
school, it would be the first thing
they noticed,” said Student Council and SIS president Jasmine
Henry.
The pink ribbons also
garnered attention from other
community members. Some students told accounts of how police
officers (from the adjacent District
22 Chicago Police station) complimented them on the powder pink
ribbons adorning the school.
That Monday, members of
the aforementioned organizations
gave out pink stickers featuring
positive words, such as “ Survi-
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Marching band members
Jalen Bell (as horror
character Freddie
Krueger) and “werewolf”
Justin Grissett are ready
for the haunted maze,
as part of a special
fundraiser held last
Thursday evening in evil
Blackwelder Hall.
“How good and thoughtful
he is; the world seems full
of good men—even if there
are monsters in it.”
--Bram Stoker, Dracula

I

ndeed, there were
monsters and other
horrific creatures, but not in
a far-off haunted house, but
right here at MP.
The Marching Band
held a special fund raiser,
complete with gory ghouls,
movie monsters, and hungry zombies, plus a special
horror movie feature, all in
Blackwelder Hall last Thursday night at 6 p.m.
For $6, those who
attended were treated-

Students who attended the SIS (Sassy Intellectual Sisters)
breast cancer awareness workshop, held in the library last
Friday, started off with an icebreaker where they listed
everything of the color pink that they could think of. (Photo by
Jaeda Branch)
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You’re doing toolmuch on Facebook

a
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r
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By Trevell Minor

eDd

o you have a Facebook
account? Who doesn’t?
There are actually 800 million
active users. Many students,
peers, friends, and family use the
popular social network site as a
serious source of communication.
Users can post whatever they
want: blurry photos of their dog,
announcing that their birthday is
coming up like it’s the only date
on the calendar, explaining in all
caps how important some pointless reality show is, going onand-on about the last time they
had a good cry, how so-and-so is
ugly bogus with that weird purple
hair, all the Likes and Dislikes of a
bunch of nobodies, the ubiqui-

Special
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the yearbook is
once again offering students, parents, and organizations the opportunity to place a
special ad in the
annual.
What’s
great is that you
can
produce
a
completely custom
ad directly online
with
Josten’s.
pricing structure
was to increase is
dependent on ad
size. However, the
deadline for placing an ad is January 14, 2012. If
you are interested, either contact
Mr. Majeske, the
sponsor, directly
in room 326A or
via email:
KEMajeske@cps.edu.

tous photo of your pouty-face
friend: “Don’t forget where I live:
in the bathroom mirror, and LOL
123 South Main Street—I left the
this, and LOL that.
back door open.”
Many times, especially with
The information people
teenagers, users use the elecunwittingly provide on their pertronic site to try and represent
sonal pages can be the key steps
themselves as being tough.
to identity theft or worse in a
Typical situations consist of
world that seems to be becoming
two users who find or are friends
creepier and creepier.
with each other on Facebook to
Mark Zuckerberg, the creator
argue with each other
over the internet.
Morgan Park student
Lanise Haynes believes it’s
a battle between who can
portray to be the hardest
over the internet.
“Nowadays, you can
say what you have to say
over Facebook, but the
courage doesn’t build up
in face-to-face action,”
Haynes said.
What are the arguments about? Most
teenagers’ posts consist
of current event, events
happening in school, and
most importantly, friends
defending friends.
Most of these cyber
fights turn into real fights
that happen on the streets
or in school.
Really? Some big
fight because somebody
said something about
someone and…whatever.
You’re doing too much!
All that drama over what? The Facebook profile settings: one-stop
Some meaningless comshopping for identity thieves.
ment that someone else
misunderstood and took
crazy offense with?
of Facebook, said in an interview
But is that all that is posted
with a reporter, “I try to come up
on Facebook? Any user can agree with ideas that don’t allow Facethat the site allows you to pour
book users to communicate with
your heart out, allowing the whole strangers over Facebook.”
world to view your personal inforOkay, there are privacy
mation, your whereabouts, and
preferences that users can adjust,
how you operate on a daily basis.
but many don’t even bother
Some like to boast, “Hey, I’m
clicking a couple of boxes to limit
going to Mexico for two week,
those who can see their page.
suckers!”
Who doesn’t want to be famous?!
Or maybe, “I just got a wallGoogle me and find my page,
to-wall flat screen TV!”
creepers and criminals!
Perhaps they post for a
Your first and last name isn’t
the only information provided on
Facebook publically. When you
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view a typical users page, many
load it up with all kinds of personal background, because who
doesn’t want to know what grammar school you went to. But then
they also post birth dates, names
of friends, siblings, parents, what
high school they attended, the
name of their cat, favorite restaurants—on and on and on.
So what, right? Nope,
if you’ve done this, you
may have given away all
the answers to figuring out
your passwords and privacy
questions that guard your
most precious accounts.
Hey, you’ve just given
away access to your Yahoo
account, your Amazon
account, your bank account and debit card, your
cell phone account, and
perhaps future accounts that
you haven’t opened yet.
Banks, credit cards,
and other important parts
of your future electronic
life all ask the same weak
questions that supposedly
only you know. What is your
father’s name? What’s your
favorite food? Who was
your first girlfriend? You’ve
probably already delivered
this vital info to potential
identity thieves around the
world, courtesy of your
Facebook page.
This is part of what’s
called Identity theft social
engineering, according to
the FBI.
There’s a story that was
run on NBC Los Angeles’ website, detailing how a woman’s
friend messaged her, saying she
was leaving a message on her
Facebook page, a page that the
woman didn’t have.
After phoning her, the friend
said that the Facebook page had
to be hers because it had a photograph of the woman taken last
year at Halloween. But the reason

Please turn to page 4 for
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FACEBOOK

NOVEMBER

coming
up
3

No School
Report Card
Pick Up

5

Open House

8

PTSA Meeting

10

Thanksgiving
Concert

11

Schools
Closed
Veterans Day

18

No School
Staff
Development
Day

23

Half-Day
of School

24-25 Schools
Closed
Thanksgiving
Holiday

EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to the
editor. All letters must have a name and division number. We reserve the right to edit
all letters for mechanics, length, and content.
Please submit responses with name and division to Mr. Majeske or any member of the
newspaper, or to KEMajeske@cps.edu.

she said

Let the guys make the first move
By Brandi Martin

O

nce upon a time, in
order to be a “good”
girl, you had to be shy, coy, cry
during every sad movie, and
never, ever take the initiative to
talk to a—gasp!—boy.
But even today, some girls
are afraid to make the first move.
Is there really a gender “rule”
against such a thing? Is the
boy supposed to make the first
move?
If a girl made the first approach to a boy, many girls and
boys might think she was being
“fast,” right? Is it possible that
she is simply being a modern girl
wanting to avoid all the dumb
games people play before they
get into a relationship?
Once making the first move,
do boys feel the pressure to be
what’s awkwardly perceived as
being a man, and try and play it

off? Or do they go along with it
and actually like the fact that she
came up to him first?
Many people say that times
have changed, and girls should
be able to talk to boys first, and
make the first move if she likes
him that much. I, however, feel
otherwise.
Okay, times have changed,
courtesy of the Women’s Movement and other gender equalizing
measures that have taken place
over the decades, but we haven’t
changed that much where the
girl has to approach the boy first.
I feel that if the boy has enough
interest in you that he will soon
approach you.
We are in a new generation,
but does that mean that everything has to change? Just because something is new doesn’t
necessarily mean that it’s better,
Nike’s old slogan, “Just Do It,”
shouldn’t be a personal motto,

and, quite simply, boys should be
boys, and girls should be girls.
TV, unfortunately, helps to
support the notion that males and
females have basically the same
roles. One television “reality”
show, “Tough Love,” features a
group of female contestants trying to find love, but they have to
take those first steps to get what
they want. As part of the “reality,”
these women have to approach
the men first, which many find
difficult and have to go through a
bunch of instruction to figure out
how. Clearly, this is not a natural
task, nor should it be.
But do boys really like this
type of behavior? Many times
guys are intimidated by a girl who
is perceived as being aggressive,
coming up and talking to them,
like, well, a guy would.
And that’s the thing, perhaps
it really is a guy thing, and if so let
them have it.
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COLLEGE NIGHT
continued from page 1

there, and they gave a lot of
information,” senior Renequa Bell
said. “They gave us an opportunity to fill out information cards
and application cards.”
With long tables placed
side-by-side, topped with colorful
brochures of information of each
educational institution—plus
the military--students were able
to easily navigate to the different tables and seek information or easily locate their school
of choice. Students can learn
about admissions requirements,
academic programs, financial
aid, and student support services
available at the particular colleges
and universities.
“College Night was very
nice and informative,” said senior
Karissa Johnson. “Plus, my favorite college was there: Kendall
College. I plan to attend there the
fall semester of 2012.”
College Night has been a
tradition at MP since 1972, first
coordinated by former counselors
Walter Martin and Stanley Strom.
Present counselors Meghann
Dyer and Rita Williams now organize the valuable event, during
which approximately 75 students
showed up.
“It was an amazing turnout,”
Dyer said.
The evening could have even
had more schools in attendance,
since over 100 schools were actually invited.
“The turnout was excellent,”
Dyer said.
There was also a Parent
Night program, added just this
year, held from 6:30 p.m. to just
before the College Night officially
opened at 7 p.m.
“While the parents were
meeting, there was a dinner set
up by the PTSA for all the college
representatives,” Dyer said. “The

[parent] turnout was very well
attended.”
The counselor added that approximately 150 parents came to
the meeting.

Application push
One of the goals of the Counseling Department was to encourage seniors to complete and mail
their college applications, and it
appears that they succeeded.
“Alot went out,” Dyer said.
“At least 200 [were mailed] during College Week, [while] closer
to 300 so far this [school] year.”
However, students are advised not to simply start thinking
about their post-secondary plans
when they finally become a senior,
but to get started much sooner.
“The process starts sophomore, junior year, with research
[of colleges], and by senior year,
your research should be done,”
counselor Adriane Hanes said. “It
makes life easier.”

Seniors (sitting at the
terminals, from left) Ciara
Johnson, Antoine Watson,
Nicholas Cook, and Mariana
Thomas complete online
college applications in
the Counseling Office last
Wednesday during College
Week.

college freshman
T

he Higher Education Research Institute at UCLA
publishes an annual survey of college freshman. in 2010,
nearly 220,000 freshmen, who attend 1,555 four-year colleges
and universities, were polled.

Seniors Ebony Williams, Donisha Ray, and Keyondra Brown
with literature and paraphernalia from some of the institutions
that were represented at College Night.

National Honor food drive concludes today
By Lawrence Cannon

T

National Honor Society members Traevon
Robinson and Sydney Jackson on a mission to
collect nonperishables from fellow students during
a division last month.

IB
buzz
Dear Class of 2012:
Being in your last year of
high school, and ultimately your
final year of IB, the Class of 2013

(Clockwise from left) Counselors Rita Williams, Ellen Bedore,
Linda Miller, Adriane Hanes, and Meghann Dyer work on
wrapping up another big group of college applications for
seniors.

he National Honor Society
food drive, which began in late
September, wrapped up today.
The 50+ food items collected during the
limited number of division/advisory days will
be donated to the Maple/Morgan Park Food
Pantry, located in Morgan Park United Methodist Church, 11030 S. Longwood Drive.
According to NHS sponsor Ellen Martinsek, approximately 10 members participated in the collection project.
For every three cans collected, students were able to earn one raffle ticket.
During division today, two generous
students who donated during the campaign, David Simon (Div. 373) and Maurice
Jones (Div. 464), were chosen through the
raffle to be given a special prize.

congratulates you on all your hard
work and persistence.
As juniors, we believe you know
exactly how we feel at this point of
the year. From transitioning from pre
IB to now, the pressure we face is
intense. This year is so crucial for us
and the stress has definitely kicked
in. Time management, we know, is a
key factor toward being successful in
the Diploma Program, but as a class,
we just want guidance on how you
all were able to handle it.
The IB Class of 2013 would
just like pointers in succeeding.
Some students of the class have
expressed what they consider

to be the main issues they were
concerned about:
• Will the extended essays
become easier than what
they are portrayed to be?
• What are some secrets of
taking the ACT and earning
an acceptable score to get
admitted to college?
• Advice on applying for college.
• And the big question:
Where can our social life fit in?
As a class, we would appreciate if you all could answer our
inquiries to allow us to become
better IB students.

--Mya Jones

79% were accepted by their No. 1 college.
61% are attending their No. 1 choice.
67% applied to four or less colleges.
14% are attending college more than 500 miles
from home.
35% are attending college that’s 50 miles or less
from home.
48% graduated from high school with an A- or better
grade point average.
24% expect to need tutoring or remedial help
with math.
29% are liberal.
22% are conservative.
68% took at least one Advanced Placement class in
high school.
42% want to obtain a master’s degree.
10% hope to become
a veterinarian, dentist
or physician.
18% want to earn
a Ph.D.
14% expect to major
in business.
30% estimated that
their parents’ income
was less than
$50,000.
12% estimated that
their parents’ income
was $200,000
or higher.
4% have unemployed
fathers.
8% have unemployed
mothers.
53% have borrowed to attend college.
49% are working to pay for college.
• • • • •

The Transition from
Pre-IB to the Diploma
Program
By Sydney Patterson
To say that the IB Diploma
Program is hard work in an
understatement! The upperclassmen always talked about the
cons to us, but I just thought they
were exaggerating. The Diploma
Program is tough program with a
lot of work and many deadlines
to fulfill.
Last year in Pre-IB, when we

were given projects with deadlines,
we normally went over them stepby-step in class. We were basically
hand-fed everything we had to do.
Now, we have to do things
by ourselves or with the help of
our peers. Plus, on top of the
major projects, we have so much
other work that we have to complete. The project deadlines kind
of sneak up on us.
Clearly, what we “newbies”
to the game have to learn is time
management. We tend to pro-

Please turn to page 4 for

IB BUZZ
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Tips to save your grade
before it’s too late
By Breanna Stewart

M

issed one too many
assignments this
quarter and now you don’t know
how to improve the “F” you got
on your first quarter report cards?
There are a few simple and easy
tips and tricks that can save your
semester grade from your first
quarter mess-ups.
It is quite easy to slip up first
quarter because most students
tend not to take the first two
weeks of school seriously. Those
10 school days often are looked
at as a grace period, a time for

students to get reacquainted
with friends, memorize your class
schedule, and start to get a feel
about all of your teachers.
But in that period of time
there could have been at least
two or more assignments due.
(Don’t believe me? Check IMPACT, and see if you received a
grade for turning in your class
syllabus on time.)
So there’s Tip No. 1: Don’t
take the little assignments for
granted; they add up.

Please turn to page 6 for

GRADE TIPS
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continued from page 3

crastinate because in Pre-IB we
could do it a bit and still receive
a good grade. This year, that isn’t
going to work.
We have to break our bad
habits if we want to succeed in IB.
If we start our work when given
and take the program more seriously, I think we could have a successful two years. I’m not saying it
won’t be hard, but we can do it!
• • • • •

The Truth Behind Being
an IB Student
By Charron Bournes
According to the International Baccalaureate Program, the
ideal IB student are those who
become inquirers, knowledgeable thinkers, communicators,

OPINION: TMI ON FACEBOOK
continued from page 1

she was contacting her was
because the woman left a post
on the page asking the friend
for money.
Apparently, someone had
broken into the woman’s Yahoo
account, found a photo of
her dressed as a bowling ball
from Halloween, and used it to
make a fake Facebook account.
Once the hacker assumed the
identity, he or she sent out the
e-mail to all the people in her
Yahoo address book.
In order to avoid something like this, the first step to
get your personal information
is getting your email address,
which is provided in the info
section on Facebook. Next,
depending on which email
service providers you are with,
the questions are given after
the email address is provided.
23 percent of America has

been victimized by these simple,
common procedures.
Most Facebook users in the
age bracket of 12-24 use colorfully inappropriate language. I
mean, who doesn’t like to drop
the F-word like it’s the only adjective/noun/verb ever vocalized?
Whether its expressing current feelings about the how hard
life is, explaining unimportant
information, or telling boring stories, many use at least two curse
words in a Facebook post each
day—at least it looks that way.
Again, so effin what, right?
Facebook user’s parent
Nekka Bouchee cautions her
daughter and son on what they
post, especially now that they are
applying for college and trying
to get some employment. If your
email address is provided to a
college source, as pretty much
all of them ask for it, they can

SPORTS

find your Facebook account
through search engine Google.
“Your character will be
judged on what they see, how
you behave, and what decisions you make,” Bouchee
said.
One Facebook user and
MP student who wishes to
remain anonymous, said, “My
momma know I curse, So
there’s no need to hide it on
the book.” Good luck in getting a job in the 21st century.
The consequence of what
you provide on Facebook
should always be taken in
consideration. Even though
security settings are available
to help protect on what you
provide, you should still be
cautious because you’ll never
know what could happen.
Besides, you’re probably doing
too much.

principled, open-minded, caring,
risk-takers, balanced, and reflective. If and when a student has
accomplished every level of these
requisites, they are considered
the student in IB.
Yet in a more local setting
such as Morgan Park High School,
the thought of what it means to
be an IB student differs.
Senior IB student Brittany
Jones Elam said that “being an IB
student means challenging yourself
beyond the limit for future success.”
Similarly, Dion Mason, another senior IB student, said that
“it means that you were chosen
among an elite group of people
to participate in a challenging
program that will be beneficial for
one’s future.”
These students are nearing
the end of their long IB journey
at MP and have experienced upsand-downs along the way. Yet,
through it all, they feel that there is
more to being an IB student than
what others in the school think.
Senior IB student Carlton Binion said that “an IB student is a
student who can conduct research
years above their level and excel
at collegiate level academics.”
With a related viewpoint
“An IB student is a student who
can take on any challenge and
work hard to get the job done
despite people who don’t believe
in them” communicates Briana
Cato, another senior IB student.
The graduating class of IB seniors have worked hard to uphold
the reality of being students in a
rigorous program, and hope to
pass on the desire to younger IB
students.
• • • • •

IB Math Studies Project
By Bria Brown
When choosing a project to
do for math studies, the first step

is to find a subject that interests you. Then, you complete a
project proposal which includes
your topic, a reason for doing the
project, your plan for the math
process you are going to use, the
data sources you plan on using,
and details on how you plan to
organize your data.
From then on, you follow the
mathematical process that you
planned on taking to analyze your
data and to see if the outcome
came out the way you hypothesized.
But, in order to complete
the project properly, you must
complete the criteria laid out by
the IB Program.
For my IB Math Studies
project, I decided to try to find
out if there was a strong positive correlation or relationship
between diabetes and obesity in
the U.S., and I also wanted to find
out which region in the U.S. had
the highest rates for obesity and
diabetes.
I choose this project because
the obesity epidemic is running
rampant in the U.S., causing more
people to become susceptible to
diseases, such as diabetes and
causing around 300,000 deaths
per year. I feel that this subject
needs to be addressed more before we have another generation
of unhealthy adults.
I have already completed
my criteria A and B, which is the
simpler part of the project, and I
have yet to start on the next steps
of the project which will be to actually complete the mathematical
process of correlation tests and
simple statistics.
We all have a lot of work to
do for our projects and cannot
procrastinate because it leads us
nowhere in this program. I am eager to see what my results show at
the end of my project and to see
my classmates projects, as well.

FRIGHTENING FUND RAISER
continued from page 1

-or frightened--with a walk
through a haunted maze on
the pitch-black and curtained
auditorium stage, stocked with
many costumed band members as ghouls and zombies,
pawing creepily at those who
dared to enter.
Afterward, the approximately 260 students who attended watched the recent
horror flick Insidious, in which a

family looks to prevent evil spirits
from trapping their comatose
child in a realm called The Further. It was such a popular event
that a couple of hundred others
had to be turned away.
All but one of the band
members were able to participate
in the special Halloween event,
something MP hasn’t had since
practically anyone can remember.
Usually anything related to the

Freakish ghouls Shamir Brown and Preston Shuttlesworth,
courtesy of Kyana Harrod who helps with their make-up in the
band room before the haunted maze and movie night opened.

October 31 holiday is forbidden,
but thanks to the support of band
member parents, the administration, and the Local School Council, the green light was given.
In fact, according to band director Shemeka Nash, the parents
were key to the whole thing.
“When [the parents] get
an idea, they run with it,” she
said, naming Mrs. Pamela Maul,
mother of student Alexandria
Moore, as the chief organizer.
Of the 12 parents who
helped, they generously donated
everything the band needed
to make this fundraiser special,
including a fog machine, strobe
lighting, 30 cases of soda, 12 cans
of nacho cheese, and lots of bags
of chips, according to Nash, who
also thanked curriculum coordinator Gerald Moore for setting up
the sound system.
What likely aided in getting
the event approved was that
the idea is promoted through
a parent teacher organization
called PTO Today (ptotoday.com),
a group dedicated to helping
parent teacher groups (like PTOs
and PTAs) help their schools with
information on fund raising and
other causes. For $100, school
organizations are provided with
posters, flyers, themes, planning

Band director Shemeka Nash offers some advice to zombie
Nyesha White, backed by band member Yardayn Watkins.
tips, and a site license to show a
movie.
“[Getting approval] was easy
because I attached the movie
license and PTO form, so [school
officials] could see it was an
approved idea from a national
teacher/parent organization,”
Nash said, who initially submitted
the proposal in August.
The money raised will help
to send drum majors to camp,
support the band banquet in May,

and enter a band competition in New York in the spring,
Nash added.

Coming up
The annual Thanksgiving
concert, featuring the band
and the various choruses, will
be held November 10 at 6:30
p.m. in the auditorium. For admittance, guests are asked to
bring six nonperishable food
items or $6.
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SIS Girl Talks offer venue to discussion serious topics openly
By Genae Smith

G

irl Talks, a product of
SIS (Sassy Intellectual
Sisters) has become a popular
event due to all the interesting
topics open for discussion.
The SIS sponsored talks
started in 2005 with-then postsecondary coach LaCael PalmerPratt. Kandice Morgan, the
current SIS sponsor continued
the open discussions in 2006. In
2007, Morgan formed the organization and continued with Girl
Talks not just for SIS members,
but for the whole school. It was
originally geared to senior girls to
give them a helpful perspective of
college.
The meetings were full of
college questions and advice.
They offered the girls examples
of what they would experience
in college, therefore, it would be
recognized rather than just a first
encounter. A popular topic was
entitled, “What Would You Do?”,
to familiarize the young ladies
of situations they would soon be
faced with once they left home
for a college campus.
Sometimes the topics are
in reaction to things happening
at school. In 2007, after a girl
at Morgan Park had a particularly nasty fight, Pratt and Renae
Ogletree from the former Office
of Student Development came in
to do sessions to come up with
solutions of peace for the girls of
Morgan Park.
Girl Talks often discuss
social issues teenage girls face
today. Members try to designate
topics that all girls can relate to.
Some of the topics include cyber
bulling, teen dating violence,
decision-making, what it means to
be a lady, relationships, appearance, and others.

Girl Talks are normally held
one or two times a month, depending on the school calendar,
with about 80 attendees on a
regular basis. Once in a while, SIS
will include the boys on certain
subjects, like when they have discussion panels on HIV/AIDS and
teen dating violence. When boys
are included, the event goes from
Girl Talk to Real Talk.
“Guys should have an input
in the conversation with some
subjects, “said Morgan.
A lot of former SIS girls
attribute the serious talks for
helping them in making important
decisions in college. Girl Talks allow the students to converse and
exchange views on many subjects
with their peers in an orderly way.
Even the adults that participate in the talks share stories to
help the girls prevent making the
same mistakes they did and to
hopefully learn from their mistakes. SIS members often stand
by the notion of “When you know
better, you do better.”
“When you’re faced with stuff
we’ve talked about and shared,
you make better decisions,” Morgan said. “One bad decision can
alter the course of your life.”
SIS also conducted Girl Talks
over the summer with the freshmen during Freshman Connection
to exchange views on making the
transition from elementary school
to high school.
Every situation or scenario
is discussed openly amongst the
participates.
“Some people don’t have
anyone else to talk to outside
of SIS about their problems or
issues, so it benefits those girls,”
said Jasmine Henry, president of
SIS, “therefore, names or personal references are never brought
up. Everything discussed in Girl

SIS members and guests await the refreshment table after
the “Think Pink” discussion was held during Breast Cancer
Awareness Week. (Photo by Jaeda Branch)

Talks are kept confidential.”
As a message to all the girls
of Morgan Park, Henry said, “Any
and every girl is welcome to participate in the Girls Talk or strive
to become a member of SIS.
Upcoming food drive
SIS and Student Council are
teaming up to help make a difference during the holiday season,

especially for those in need. The
two groups are asking students
and staff to donate nonperishable food items to be donated
to the Maple/Morgan Park Food
Pantry, located in Morgan Park
United Methodist Church, 11030
S. Longwood Dr.
Morgan hopes that generous
people will bring in canned foods

to division every Tuesday from
November 8 until November 22
for the collection.
“If everybody brought in a can
a week, there would be over 4500
cans [for the pantry],” she said.
As an incentive, the division
that brings in the most donated
food will win a party catered by
Harold’s Chicken.

THINK PINK

continued from page 1

vor,” “Hope,” “Love,” and
“Strength,” with a breast cancer symbol in the background.
Before the end of the school
day, much of the student body
and faculty proudly displayed
the stickers on their clothing
and faces.
Tuesday had a much more
personal touch, as students
and staff were asked to write
down the names or stories of
people they knew who either
lost their lives to breast cancer
or beat the disease. Students
filled out the pink breast cancer sticky-notes in division, and
by Wednesday morning, all of
the notes were put together in
the shape of a heart and hung
in the second floor T. Over the
heart was hung a sign that simply stated “Fighters…” with
a pair of pink boxing gloves
around the words.
“It was so beautiful to
me to see all the stories put
together to make this one collective heart filled with names,
and stories,” said Kandice
Morgan, sponsor of both
Student Council and SIS. “I
added in sticky notes, as well,
because breast cancer has
touched my life, too.”
In fact, Morgan’s sister
died from breast cancer, she
has a friend who has gone
through treatments to fight the
disease, and her best friend
had both breasts removed
because she had a high probability of getting cancer due to
her family’s history.
While 25 percent of the
sticky-notes read “Dorothy
Connie” (a recently retired
counselor to many students),
a lot of notes shared heartfilled stories of grandmothers, sisters, and aunts who
battled the cancer. Pink breast
cancer ribbon-shaped Silly
Bands were also given out on
Wednesday.
On Thursday, October
27 there was a breast cancer

themed Girl Talk in the library,
hosted by all three organizations.
The risk, severity, and history
of breast cancer was discussed
during the informational talk,
where approximately 80 girls and
only one boy participated at the
“Think Pink” talk.
“The goal of the talk was to
inform girls that it’s not too early
to start being health-conscious
and being aware of the signs their
bodies are sending them,” said
Morgan. “But we did it in a fun
filled way: We played games we,
had a pink scavenger hunt, all the
foods we ate were pink--pink cupcakes, cookies, pink lemonade…it
was cute, fun and informative.”
Many were surprised to learn
that cancer is not just something
older people get.
“A current student at Brooks
[College Prep] is battling cancer
now,” Morgan said. “It really hit
home [for many students during
the discussion].”
The discussion was especially
helpful to young ladies who didn’t
exactly know the symptoms and
effects of breast cancer.
“I’ve always had a few questions about breast cancer,” said
senior, SIS and Public Health
Club member, Keenya Frazier, “I
just never took the time to ask
anyone, so the Girl Talk answered
a lot of my questions I had, and I
had fun.”
The awareness week has
grown over the last five years,
when it first started as a single
day honoring former Academic
Center counselor Dorothy Connie
who had successfully fought the
disease. Thus, Mrs. Connie Day
started in the fall of 2006, evolving to what it has become today.
MP has hosted breast cancer
awareness week several times in
the past, and every year, students
and staff go up and beyond to
participate. Some staff members
credit the mass participation to
how common cancer is becoming
and how almost everyone knows
someone who has struggled with

The breast cancer
awareness wall poster was
provided by SIS (Sassy
Intellectual Sisters) on
which students and staff
members wrote messages
on heart-shaped Post-Its,
honoring breast cancer
survivors and victims.
some form of cancer.
“We all know of someone
who has fought cancer till they
had no more, so I think that helps
puts emotion into us students,”
said senior Bobbie Woods.
Yesterday, students participated in Morgan Park’s 5th
annual Mrs. Connie Day, where
students were asked to wear pink
and white in honor of the retired.
“I wear pink and white
every year because Mrs. Connie was an amazing counselor
and I think she is such a strong
person for beating cancer,”
said senior Chris Williams, who
also is a part of the Academic
Center.
But this won’t be the end
of such important, educational
seminars for students. Morgan
plans for SIS to work with the
Public Health Club, holding a
series of women’s health workshops in March.

Anxiety ramps up as seniors look ahead
By Doneisha Jackson

H

igh school seniors
are having so many
concerns about college life
and what to expect when that
time comes.
Going away to college
is such a big deal for seniors.
There is so much to do and
figure out in so little time;
already, we’re 25 percent
through our last year of high
school!

Getting in
One top isDursue is finding out
ing this
whether they get
difficult
accepted to any of
and stressthe colleges that
Students
ful time,
they applied to.
wait on pins and They are afraid they
there are
needles for a positive may not meet the
so many
response
from their college requirements needconcerns and
worries that of choice.
ed for these instituthese seniors
tions, and that they
have on their minds.
may have to either start all over or
settle for another college.

Senior Jasmin Jackson is one
of many students dealing with
concern.
“Not being accepted into
college is my biggest fear,” said
Jackson, “but I’m keeping a positive attitude.”

Good grades
Some seniors are worried
about keeping up with the work
and earning respectable, if not
good, grades. They fear high
school work and courses are not

good preparation for more
challenging college work.
Not taking for granted
her academics is a priority for
senior BeAnna Clark.
“I’m staying more focused
and being more attentive in
class this year than my previous years because I’m afraid of
failing classes and adapting to

Please turn to page 7 for
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Nearly one in five teens considered obese
By Nyla Southern

T

hink you’re looking good
and healthy? Think again.
According to most health
experts, Americans aren’t just
overweight, but obese. About
one-third of U.S. adults (33.8
percent) are obese.
During the past 20 years,
there has been a dramatic increase
in obesity in the United States and

rates remain high, according to the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC).
In 2010, no state had a
prevalence of obesity less than
20 percent. Thirty-six states had a
prevalence of 25 percent or more;
12 of these states (Alabama, Arkansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Michigan,
Mississippi, Missouri, Oklahoma,
South Carolina, Tennessee, Texas,
and West Virginia) had a prevalence
of 30 percent or more.

Illinois has a prevalence of
28.2 percent; that’s nearly one
out of every three people.
But it’s not just a problem for
adults. Approximately 17 percent
(or 12.5 million) of children and adolescents aged 2-19 years are obese.
Obesity among America’s
youth has also shown an increase
during the time since 1976-1980.
Children at the aged 2-5 years
old, obesity increased from 5.0

percent to 10.4 percent.
In 1976-1980 to 2007-2008
the rates went up to 6.5 percent
to 19.6 percent for the aged 6-11
years old.
The adolescents aged 12-19
years old, obesity increased from
5.0 percent to 18.1 percent during the same time period.
Obesity means having too
much body fat. It is not the same
as being overweight, which

Anime Club looking for mature students for membership
By Dennis Beard

M

organ Park has a
club dedicated to
self-expression and acceptance
of others despite their different
interests. The club is the MP
Anime/Manga club.
This organization attracts
people who are interested in
Japanese culture. This includes
fashion, language, and animation. The group has been gaining more and more members
every year, but it may not be
around much longer.
The president of the Anime Club is Eteria Drummer, an
Academic Center senior. She
is known for her sense of individuality and unique style. She
created the organization her
freshman year with high hopes
that it would attract people
like her, so that they may learn
to express themselves and

indulge in their interests, even if it
may seem nerdy.
The club, now sponsored
by social sciences teacher James
Fitzgerald, started with about
eight dedicated members in
the 2008-2009 school year. The
number increases every year. The
roster has increased dramatically
in the past years.
“The number of people
that come to Anime Club has
quadrupled since it first started,”
Drummer said.
Having the number of members increase so much is usually
a sign of success, but the club
has not accomplished as much as
Drummer had hoped. The new
members are mostly freshmen every year, and the collectively low
level of maturity shows through.
“The kids are good kids,”
Drummer said, “but they lack the
level of maturity necessary for the
club to function at its maximum

potential. It’s mind-boggling how
disobedient they can be sometimes.”
Despite the setback, Anime
continues to grow and get more
and more unique individuals.
There are even members training to take over next year when
Drummer and the rest of the
original members have all graduated. The club is hard to get a
direction, though, and it takes a
lot of patience to work with the
younger members.
“I honestly don’t think the
club will last very long after I
leave [Morgan Park],” Drummer
said.
The club, however has served
and still is serving its primary purpose of helping reduce a sense of
alienation that some are made to
feel like nerds or geeks for liking
Japanese cartoons and trading
card games.
This club has something for

everyone, whether it be a mild
interest in discussing which DragonBall character is stronger, or
which Korean Pop music group
has the best dance moves.
It is unfortunate how underrepresented this club is. Most
people know about it through
word-of-mouth from a friend that
attended. The club rarely gets an
announcement, and those sometimes get lost in the middle of
football scores and other sports
and meetings announced during
the once-a-week division.
“I can only keep working
hard to keep this club on the
right track,” Drummer said,
“and hope that they can keep
it together next year. I’ll check
back every now and then to
provide support, but whether
or not the Anime Club, my legacy at MP, will exist for much
longer is up to the current and
future club members.”

tissue, hand sanitizer, and other
little miscellaneous things, many
ignore the opportunity at the
start of the year
since they’re not
thinking about
the long term
grade.
Unfortunately, students
foolishly wait
until the end of
the quarter to
take their grade
seriously, and by
then, teachers are not interested
in taking on more work to score
while they’re trying to finalize
IMPACT.
Tip No. 3: Take advantage
of all extra credit assignments
teachers give, and don’t be afraid
to ask for extra credit.
“A lot of my teachers don’t
give extra credit around
the end of the semester
like I wish they would,
but some of them did
offer it throughout the
course of the year; I
just didn’t do,” said
an anonymous junior.
“My art teacher said
if we turned in our art
fee the first month if
school, I could have
got extra credit, but
I didn’t do it. Now
I need extra credit
and she’s not giving any.”
The most obvious of all
tips would be to turn in all of
your work. Regardless of how
many problems you didn’t do,
how many questions you’ve left

unanswered, any grade is much
better than the big, fat zero you’ll
receive if you don’t turn it in all
together.
“I just tell my students to
turn in everything,” said social
science teacher Steven Mullooly.
“Missing an assignment seriously
could hurt grades, and take pride
in everything you turn in, don’t
just turn something in; put effort
into it.”

What happens if your grades
are struggling even though you
turn in all assignments on time,
with pride, and even do the extra
credit; your problems are comprehending and understanding the
actual material.
Get help, go to tutoring, or
make a study group. Rather than
sit and not understand, make a
concerted attempt to get help,
ask your teacher any questions

means weighing too much. A person may be overweight from extra
muscle, bone, or water, as well as
from having too much fat.
Both terms mean that a person’s
weight is higher than what is thought
to be healthy for his or her height.
The results from 2007-2008
(NHANES) National Health And Nutrition Examination Survey, using the
measured of weights and heights,
has indicated a percent of children
and adolescents aged of 2-19 years
are obese of 16.9 percent.
Between 1976-1980 and
1999-2000, the prevalence of
obesity had increased.
Between 1999-2000 and
2007-2008, there was no type of
significant trend in obesity prevalence for any age group.
The causes and risks for having
teen obesity, the lack of exercise
that should be concerned when
it comes to teen obesity. Many
schools have eliminated the daily
physical education classes from
their programs, teens suffer from a
severe lack of physical activity.
As a result, they can become
sedentary and they spend all their
free time in front of the computer
or the TV.
Adults are often blamed for
teen obesity because they have a
significant part in their children’s life.
Stressful events are one
of the teen obesity causes, so
children who have been through
separations, divorce, moves,

Please turn to page 7 for

OBESE, NOT
OVERWEIGHT

GRADE TIPS

continued from page 4

“Little assignments killed my
grade, initially, because I thought
my teacher wasn’t really counting them,” said
senior Richard
Boakeye, “so
I didn’t turn in
my syllabus or
my one paragraph about
myself because
I thought they
didn’t count...
They did.”
How many
times has your teacher said, “You
can turn in the assignment late,
but it’s 10 points off,” and you
think “Oh, okay, just 10 points.”
Those points on an assignment could be the difference in
your 69 percent average (D) in the
homework category, and pushing
you over the top to 70 percent
(C).
Tip No. 2: Be
prompt and
turn in all assignments on
time.
While on
the topic of how
little points add
up, let’s talk about
extra credit. Every
year around the
end of the quarter,
students are scrambling and begging
for any extra points
teachers are willing
to offer to give their
overall grades a boost.
While some teachers offer
extra credit at the beginning of
the first quarter for things like

after class until you thoroughly
understand the material. Teachers are more than happy to help
students who want to learn and
succeed.
“Math is not my strong suit,
but I can go to my math teacher
just about any day,” said senior
Armani Martin about her precalculus teacher, Sara Harton,
“and she’ll help me for as long as
I need or as long as she can.”
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OBESE, NOT OVERWEIGHT
continued from page 6

or abuses are more likely to
become overweight. This can
count as an emotional cause,
which together with a low selfesteem and depression, can
lead to teen obesity.
Teen obesity can also lead
to diabetes, hypertension and
orthopedic problems, as their
bones are not able to develop
enough in order to support the
excess weight. The emotional
consequences are risks of teen
obesity, as depression, anxiety
and obsessive compulsive
disorder can also occur.

Teen obesity can be caused
by fatty fast food, being inactive,
hereditary influences, but also from
a psychological cause which is a
complex one in comparison with
the others and requires more time.
Staying in front of the computer and playing games is not
the healthiest way for teens to
spend time. Teens’ parents are
busy and they eat what is easy to
cook or simply offer junk food.
Teen obesity can be caused
by hormonal problems and medical investigations are needed.
It may seem strange, but teen

obesity can be caused by the lack
of attention of parents towards
their children.
While being overweight, you
are putting yourself at greater risk of
several illnesses and diseases such
as high blood pressure, high cholesterol, and heart disease. In addition,
diabetes, primarily Type II diabetes,
has an increased in overweight
teens today. If teens continue to be
obese into their adulthood, they are
most likely to develop even more
serious and chronic diseases and
health problems. www.cdc.gov/
healthyweight

calculate your body mass index
Body mass index (BMI) is a measure of body fat based on
height and weight that applies to adult men and women.
Check out www.cdc.gov/healthyweight to do yours.

COLLEGE CONCERNS
continued from page 5

the work,” said Clark.
The general rule of thumb
regarding college studying is, and
has been for a long time, that for
each class, students should spend
approximately 2-3 of study time
for each hour that they spend
in class, according to the College Parents of America website.
Many students carry a course load
of 15 credits, or approximately 15
hours of class time each week.
Doing some simple math
indicates that a student should
be spending roughly 30 hours of
study time and 15 hours in class.
This 45 hours is the equivalent
of a full time job--the reason that
a student is called a full time
student. For many students, this
number is a surprise.
For students who were able to
get by in high school with very little
study time, this is more of a shock
than a surprise. Many students
spent little more than 4-5 hours per
week studying in high school.

Finding a major
The first step towards finding
a college that fits is choosing a
major that fits. Many make the
mistake of reversing these priorities, concerning themselves with
getting into a big-name school or
one that’s popular, rather than investigating if they offer the courses
that they’ll succeed in. Seniors
have to know what they are going
to college for in order to move
forward instead of backwards.
Raven Wrightsell, another
senior, is fearful of changing her
major and having to start over
due to this reason.
“I’m narrowing down my decisions and trying to find something
that I could see myself doing for
the rest of my life,” said Wrightsell.
According to a study
conducted by NACE (National
Association of Colleges and Employers), 66 percent of students
choose their major based on a career in which they are interested,
12 percent say they “drifted” into
a major, 9 percent say they were
inspired by a particular teacher
or professor, 7 percent chose a
major based on earning potential,
and 6 percent say they were influenced by friends and family.

Know your way
A small concern with students
Is adapting to the post-high school
environment. They look back on
their first year and remember how
hard it was the first couple of days
trying to find their classes. College
campuses are much more difficult
and bigger than high schools, and
Ciara Perry, a senior, fears getting

lost and not finding her way to her
classes.
“Before school starts [next
fall], I plan on learning where my
classes are located,” said Perry.

Paying for a degree
College, as practically everyone knows, is very expensive.
First, there is tuition, and then
there is room and boarding, nonresidence/out of state fee, books,
plus more expenses.
Public four-year colleges
charge, on average, $7,605 per
year in tuition and fees for in-state
students, according to the College
Board. The average surcharge for
full-time out-of-state students at
these institutions is $11,990.
Applying for scholarships
and FASFA are great ways to
get financial help if needed, but
some students may not meet the
requirements.

But according to the College
Board, most students receive financial aid. In 2009-10, more than
$154 billion in financial aid was
awarded to undergraduate students. The average amount of aid
for a full-time undergraduate student was about $11,500, including
more than $6,000 in grants that
don’t have to be repaid.
Kyisha Davis, a senior, is anxious that she will not be able to
afford tuition and dealing with the
FASFA application process.
“I will apply for as many
scholarships and grants as I can,”
said Davis, “as well as work on
campus to make extra money.”

Support structure
It is always good for seniors
to have support systems and
people who will support and
stand behind them during a tense
time like this. Applying to college

is not easy and it puts a lot of
people under a lot of pressure.
Senior Yakira Dean’s parents
are her biggest supporters.
“My mother and father keep
pushing me to do better,” said
Dean, “and reward me for doing
better, which influences me to do
better.”
High school guidance counselors are also huge support systems.
They know what you need and
should do, as far as applying for
college, FASFA, scholarships, and
grants. Students cannot get very far
without their help and guidance.
They relay messages and information back and forth between
students and their colleges. But it’s
important to find a counselor who
works best with you.

On your own
Even though so many seniors
have so many concerns and fears

Website helps identify major that suits you best

D

on’t
know
what you’re
actually good
at? Not sure
what courses you
should actually
take in college?
Try out the
free website,
www.mymajors.
com, to help
guide you on
your college
quest.
First, you’re
prompted to fill
in some basic
background
questions, such
as your name,
age, and graduation date.
Then, there
is a page that
asks you how
much math and foreign language you’ve taken.
Next, you have to identify your ACT scores
for each academic area.
Then, there are a bunch of blue slide bars for
you to identify the grades you’ve received in 13
courses and 12 electives.
After that, you’re asked to explain how much
you hated or loved those subject, using those
same blue slide bars. There’s also some weird
tan-colored ball whose expression changes based
on your responses.
Then, you have to identify which advanced
placement or collect credit subjects you’ve taken.
After that page, another follows to find out
what types of things you like to do. The page

offers 35 different “extra curricular” activities, sort
of like the interest guide on the PSAT.
Next up is another interest scale for you to
identify if you like to work alone or with others,
do things outdoors, help others, among other
value-based questions.
Then, there’s a long list of personal preferences, asking if you like to do risky things, exert
authority, conduct religious activities, and other
things important in figuring out who you are.
Finally, a list of your five top majors are generated. Check it out; it seems fairly accurate, and
it may surprise you to find out what you’re better
suited to do than what you think you are.

with the thought of college life,
some say they are ready to move
on from their high school lives.
College is the first step to
true independence and starting
a new life that will affect one’s
future.
Senior Nia McLin is one such
student who is ready for the start
of something new.
“I’m ready for independence,” said McLin, “and to start
pursuing my dreams.”
About 80 percent of collegebound high school graduates stay
in their home states for college,
attending either the flagship or
regional campuses, and more
than half who do cross borders attend a private university, according to a 2006 USA Today story.
But among those who leave
their home state, the share choosing to attend a public four-year
university has been steadily rising,
from 31.8 percent in 1996 to 38.5
percent in 2004. Public universities in 36 states have seen an
increase in non-resident enrollments from 1994 to 2002.
In a limited poll of 10 seniors
at Morgan Park, asking whether
seniors should stay in-state or
leave their first year, 90 percent of
the students thought it was best
if students leave their home state
for their first year to experience
new things and new people.
Senior Daniel Stewart agrees
with this idea.
“Leaving your home state
gives you a feel of independence,” said Stewart, “and living
on your own in a different environment is a great life experience.”
On the other end of this poll
is the 60 percent who think freshmen should stay in-state their first
year. These students disagree
with the fact that high school
seniors should make the huge decision of leaving their home state
for their first year. They think it
would be much easier to stay local because they would know how
to get around, save money, and if
they ever were in trouble and/or
needed help, it would not be as
much work getting it from family
and friends, as it would be if they
were far away from them.
Destenii Anderson, a senior,
thinks leaving state has its advantages, but so does staying in their
hometown.
“If you leave, you’re able to
learn how to take care of yourself
and become responsible,” said
Anderson, “but it’s better to stay
in-state because you’re closer
to home and able to use your
own resources in case you are in
trouble with or need anything.”
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Thanksgiving memories
By Courtney Mitchell

T

Many cultures give thanks
By Jessica Lansdown

T

hanksgiving is a
holiday that is very
well known in America as the
time in autumn where the
whole family gets together and
eats a giant meal, complete
with all of the foods we have
come to associate with the
holiday like a giant turkey and
dressing. School is cancelled
for the holiday around the
country, and football games
and parades take over the
television for most of the day.
Not many, however,
realize that Thanksgiving is a
holiday celebrated by many
other cultures, and in countries
such as Canada, Japan, South
Korea, the Philippines, Laos,
Puerto Rico, and Guam.
The name is different and
the celebration is carried out
in slightly altered ways, but the
overall idea behind the holiday
remains the same wherever
you go.
In 1621, the Plymouth
colonists and Wampanoag
Indians shared an autumn
harvest feast that is acknowledged today as one of the first
Thanksgiving celebrations in
the colonies.
Centuries later, we still
gather with our loved ones
and share a feast, not to show
a bountiful harvest in most
cases, but to show our thankfulness for all that we have.

Other Thanksgiving or
Chung Ch'ui, the Chinese
“harvest-time” celebrations have
people usually go home and
occurred all around the world for
pay a visit to their older relacenturies. In autumn, the ancient
tives, clean and decorate their
Greeks enjoyed a three-day feshouses, have a feast, visit their
tival to honor Demeter, the godancestor's tombs, set altars in
dess of corn and grains, called
the middle room and prepare
Thesmophoria. This was a holiday
the table for praying to their
only celebrated by women.
ancestor's spirit.
On the first day of the festival
On Chung Ch'ui, the
married women would build leafy
Chinese people usually eat the
shelters and furnish them with
Moon Cake or Yue Ping, becouches made with plants, on the
cause this day is considered to
second day they fasted, and on
be the birthday of the moon.
the third day a feast was held and
The Korean celebration of
offerings to the
Chuseok is
goddess Demeter
very similar to
were made. These
this version of
would be gifts of
Thanksgiving,
seed corn, cakes,
while the Japfruit, and pigs. It
anese holiday
was hoped that
Niiname-sai is
How about a Moon
Demeter's gratithe celebraCake on Thanksgiving?
tude would grant
tion of the
The Chinese have this,
them a good
year’s hard
ahem, treat for special
harvest.
work, and the
celebrations. The cake
The Romans
people would
features a pastry shell,
had a similar
dedicate the
often filled with sweet
celebration, called
year’s harvest
bean paste. Mmmm.
Cerelia, in which
to the spirits.
they honored
Another
Ceres, the goddess of corn. The
celebration of thanksgiving is
festival of Cerelia was held each
held in the Philippines. The
year on October 4, and gifts of
Thanksgiving celebration in
pigs, together with the fruits of
the Philippines has no specific
the harvest were offered to Ceres. date or month, unlike here
The Roman celebration also
in America. People here are
included music, parades, games,
aware of the holiday because it
sports, and of course, a feast.
Please turn to page 9 for
The more modern day
DIFFERENT
Chinese Thanksgiving festival
is called Chung Ch'ui. During
TRADITIONS

Looking forward to Turkey Day
By Anthony Teruel

T

hanksgiving is a time
of family, friends,
festivities, and food. The food is
not the most important part of
this holiday, but it definitely is the
most memorable.
Grandma's pies, aunt Jenny's
turkey, mom's mashed potatoes:
everybody has a favorite dish from
a relative that they look forward to
eating on Thanksgiving. The meals
are not just foods around this time
of year. They are dishes that bring

together families closer together.
"My grandma makes the best
macaroni and cheese," senior
Dareil Lee-Crowder said. "I can't
wait to have some this year, since
she rarely makes it."
While Crowder looks forward
to tasting his favorite dish on
Thanksgiving, some chefs are
looking forward to having their
meals tasted and prepare well for
the family to eat.
"My auntie makes three
sweet potatoes pies just for me,"
said senior Aurora McKinney.

"After I eat the first one, I fiend
for more and more."
Some teachers are beginning to feel the stress of having to
cook the dinner for their families.
They are definitely ready for the
challenge though.
"My favorite dish to make
is definitely the potato salad,"
librarian Kandance Morgan, who
is cooking along with her motherin-law. "[But] one of my favorite

Please turn to page 9 for

THANKSGIVING

he sudden urge for the
mouth-watering, savory
sensation of corn bread and fluffy
mashed potatoes, along with
hickory-smoked ham to satisfy the
soul, and the main attraction: the
Thanksgiving turkey, only reminds
us that Thanksgiving is right
around the corner.
Because Thanksgiving is
rapidly approaching, the students and staff share their most
memorable moments they’ve had
during the November holiday.
“I remember one year, my
oldest cousin [gave birth to] my
little cousin Samantha,” senior
Tatyana Clemmer said. “She was
unexpected, but she’s here.”
Thanksgiving can always
bring out the Sly Cooper in those
who are being taunted by the
wondrous smell that is waiting in
the kitchen.
Junior David Simon has experience with sneaking a taste of
the goods before it’s time for the
big dinner.
“I remember when I stole the
sweet potato pie from the refrigerator before anybody could get
any,” Simon said.
Other than the sneakiest of
memories, there are also memories that are warm to the heart,
and can bring joy to the spirit.
“I remember when my sister
on my father’s side spent her first
Thanksgiving with me,” senior,
Renequa Bell said. “We laughed,

had conversations to make up for
the time we missed together and
found out a lot about each other.”
While we all have our share of
warm, heart-felt memories, there
are also those who have memories
of defining moments where they
realized just how lucky they are.
“My favorite Thanksgiving
memory was a few years ago
when I broke off the bigger piece
of the wishbone of the turkey--and I got to make a wish!” junior
Jasmine Bennet recalled.
Memories can be created
and remembered by spending
time with a significant loved one,
or loved ones, and can leave you
laughing or looking back and
making the “awwww” sound.
Teacher James Fitzgerald,
has one particular memory that
will last a lifetime.
“My favorite memory was a
year ago when my son and I fell
asleep together on the floor after
dinner while watching football,”
Fitzgerald said.
Thanksgiving is really about
being able to give back to the
people around you. Whether it’s
family, the army, or family in the
army, it’s always nice to give back
to the ones who you care about,
and who care about you.
“My most memorable memory of Thanksgiving was when I
was 11 years old,” junior Shae
Huggins said. “My uncle from the
Army came home and surprised
me and my brother with a dog
named ‘Hershey.’”

Thanksgiving? It’s all about
Black Friday for many shoppers
By Seth McCormick

P

lanning to set up camp the
night of November 24?
Some people are in order
to get a place in line at the local
Best Buy and other big retailers,
to get a chance at saving big
money on holiday gifts on what is
the biggest shopping day of the
year.
Black Friday is coming up
soon, with Americans crowding
into retail stores looking for big
bargains on everything from appliances to apparel.
And it’s starting earlier.; you’ll
barely have time to clean up
after dinner. To provide shoppers
with a jumpstart on deals, Target
stores will open at midnight - earlier than ever - on Friday, Nov. 25.
Retailers traditionally offer
deep discounts on the day after
Thanksgiving (Nov. 25), better
known as Black Friday, the unofficial start of the holiday shopping

season.
The name itself is a reference
to profit, because retailers historically "moved into the black," or
became profitable for the year, on
this day.
The discount prices are often
available for one day only and
may include restrictions on time
and supply. Discount hunters also
have to contend with the frenzied
atmosphere of Black
Friday which some shoppers
view as a day of combat.
"I started like 2 years ago, I
do it to get stuff that I normally
wouldnt get because of the price,
it’s a great opportunity," said
student Victor Gill.
Holiday retail sales grew 5.2
percent in 2010 versus 2009, after
two years of year-over-year declines, according to the National
Retail Federation.

Please turn to page 9 for

BLACK FRIDAY

The NFL games that are now an
indispensable part of Thanksgiving
started back in 1934. G.A. Richards
bought the franchise that year, which,
at the time, was called the Portsmouth
(Ohio) Spartans, and moved it to
Detroit. In order to compete with the Tigers
for a market share of Detroit’s sports fans, he had to get
creative, so he decided to schedule one of their games
that season for Thanksgiving, against the defending world
champion Chicago Bears--back when they were good!
The Lions have played 71 home games on Thanksgivings
and are 33-36-2. They’ve played the Green Bay Packers
the most with 19, followed by the Bears with 15.
The Lions haven’t won since 2003 when they beat the
Pack, who they’ll be playing this year on Turkey Day.
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By Joshua Housing

H

ave you noticed how
much of a roll music
plays in your everyday life? Could
you even imagine a day without

something as intertwined in your
life as music?
“I would die,” senior Anthony Teruel said.
This is generally a mutual

THANKSGIVING

feeling among teens when asked
what they would do if they had
to go 24 hours without music.

Please turn to page 10 for

By Bobbie
Woods

MUSIC

Test Dummies
Infamous 3rd
This amazing beat by senior Darius Minor and
the lyrical verses that he and Brendan “spit” bring
together this dynamic collaboration that appeals to
teenagers in this age group.

continued from page 8

things to eat growing up was
ham, which is very good with
potato salad."
While some teachers are
gearing up to hop in the kitchen,
others are sticking to the old saying, "There’s no place like home."
"I am going to my mother's
house," said
math teacher

Nicole Brown. "It's a [long-time]
tradition, and I'm not going to
stop it. [Usually] we go shopping
the next day."
Black Friday is the day after
Thanksgiving where people get
their Christmas shopping done
early. Some people get their
shopping done that Thanksgiv-

ing Thursday instead, except the
shopping is not done for gifts.
"My family has been known
to occasionally get Harold's
chicken to go with Thanksgiving
dinner," senior Graylyn McKeithan
said. "Last year we got Boston
Market for dinner because we
didn't wanna cook."

Nobody’s Perfect
J.Cole feat Missy Elliot
This song speaks the truth, which is something that
J. Cole seems to always do, making it easy for people
to relate to. Missy Elliot adds the mellow feel as she
sings the chorus.

The Pilgrims may not have eaten turkey... but they definitely ate a ton
of shrimp and deer. At the first Thanksgiving -- 1621 in Plymouth
-- there’s no hard evidence that anyone ate any turkey. In the best
account of the first Thanksgiving (a book called “Mourt’s Relations:
A Journal of the Pilgrims at Plymouth” by a colonist named Edward
Winslow), there’s no mention at all of turkey.

Can’t Get Enough
J. Cole feat Trey Songz
This song is one that you can do nothing but bob
your head to. With the catchy lyrics and the beat
behind them, J. Cole makes this song the second
choice of my Top 10. With Trey Songz adding the
R&B feel, this song is nothing short of a hit.

BLACK FRIDAY
continued from page 8

Loud Pack

Some think people get too
frenzied on the busiest shopping
day of the year.
"We used to go when I was
younger," said Eric Dorns, a Best
Buy employee. "People get too
over-excited, so to me, it’s not
worth it anymore."
Black Friday purchases
produced 2.4 percent growth in
holiday sales from $45 billion in
2010.
“I've been [out on Black
Friday] three times,” said student
Jasmine Griggs. “I go with my
dad; we go to get electronics and
things like that that you usually
don't catch on sale.”
Although Black Friday used
to be the kick-off for holiday sales,
now consumers find ads and holiIf you’re planning to go shopping on Black Friday, prepare for
day products months earlier and
earlier. This year there were several the huge mobs that will be there, too.
Federation reported recently.
“out-of-control” mob of 2000
major national retailers that had
“Another 78 million say they will
frenzied shoppers smashed
“Black Friday in July.”
probably shop Friday, but are
through the Long Island store’s
The average amount spent
waiting to see if the deals are
front doors and trampled him,
per person from Thanksgiving
worth it.”
according to reports.
through the end of the holiday
Is saving a couple of hunThe same year, two men
weekend was about $365, accorddred dollars worth a person’s life?
were shot dead in a Toys “R” Us
ing to a survey of about 4,300
Maybe, as some people have
in Palm Desert, California, after
Americans by the National Retail
actually been seriously injured
they argued in the store.
Federation, given last year.
and even died at stores on Black
It can get pretty serious at
Despite the lousy economy
Friday.
these stores.
and job
In 2008,
“I've seen people stay up
market,
President Thomas
34-year-old
just to be the first at the door,”
consumers
Jefferson never
Wal-Mart
said Griggs. “I've seen two ladies
will still be
proclaimed a
worker
argue over the last 60" flatscreen.
out in force
Thanksgiving
Jdimytai
When I go, I know what I want
this year.
celebration.
Damour
and then we get out of there.”
"60 milPresident James Madison
died, and
But with only four weeks
lion people
proclaimed a couple, but
four shopbetween Black Friday and
plan to hit
neither of them was in the fall.
pers, includChristmas, this super sales day is
the stores
And so it went until President
ing a woman important to some.
bright and
Lincoln stepped up and made it
eight months
“I've got a lot of people to
early Friday
an official holiday on an official
pregnant,
shop for,” said Donna Evans, a
morning,”
date in 1863.
were injured
parent of eight, “so we cant rush
the Naafter an
or your screw it up.”
tional Retail

DIFFERENT TRADITIONS
continued from page 8

is set permanently on a calendar.
But in the Philippines, any
day of the year can be a thanksgiving day to those who have
something special to be thankful
for happens in their lives. When
something comes up that is worth
celebrating they throw a party

and invite all of their family and
friends to celebrate together. This
can happen whenever the family
chooses.
Although all of these holidays
differ in ways both big and small,
the reason for celebration is
universal. Whether it’s for a great

My iPod Playlist

harvest, a year’s worth of hard
work, good health, or an engagement, we all are celebrating being
thankful for what we have.
And no matter what the date
or name of the holiday is, it is
equally important in each culture
that celebrates it.

King Louie
This Chicago sensation produces this hit song that is
catchy with an upbeat flow.

Tats on My Arm
Wale and Rick Ross
This vibrant beat proves that, as usual, Southside, the
producer, kills a song with the beats he makes. This
song is from Ambition, Wale’s upcoming album.

To weave or not to weave
By Destenii Anderson

W

omen’s hair is seen
often as a symbol of
their beauty and personality. One
of the most important things to a
girl is her hair, which is why they
spend so much money and time
with its upkeep.
The old technique of sewing
hair weave in has become very popular over the last few years especially
in the black population because of
the durability and the look.
The sew-in hair weave
originally was invented in Africa
many years ago. A sew-in weave
is where you French braid the hair
and then sew the weave into the
braids by using needle and thread.
It was worn by black woman who
had trouble growing their own hair
long because of their dry, brittle
and kinky hair texture.
Hair weaves have become
increasingly popular because your
own hair is protected underneath
the weave, in braids. This way
there is not a lot of stress with
blending, flat ironing, brushing or
curling your natural hair.
It allows you to be able to
add length, color, texture, and
thickness without harming your
own hair and actually making it
healthier in the process.

Weaving is quick, you don’t
have to worry about it coming out,
and it lasts 2-3 months depending
on how well you take care of it and
the type of hair you purchase.
In my opinion, the most
popular brand of hair weave is
Indi Remi. I am also a hair stylist
and senior of Morgan Park. I like
this hair brand, the most because
it lasts very long and gives you
the most natural look, but it is
also very expensive.
Indi Remi hair weave can start
from anywhere near $60 - $150
dollars a pack plus the cost of it
getting put in which the lowest
price in hair shops is $100. And for
most women, they need more than
one pack for their heads so multiply
this price times two. The price goes
up according to the length of the
weave, color, and texture.
A typical sew-in process
might take two and a half hours.
This includes the, braiding process; sewing the weave into the
braids and making the persons
natural hair blend with it.
“I like to wear weave because it’s not time-consuming
early in the morning when I have
to get ready for school,” said

Please turn to page 11 for

WEAVE
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You got pwned!
Video game review: Batman: Arkham City
By Graylin McKeithen

T

his latest video game
release based on the
popular DC Comic hero has
been called perfect, from the
realistic graphics to the story,
according to most gamers and
critics. But in my opinion, it may
not be flawless, but it’s incredibly
close to it.
Batman: Arkham City builds
on the foundation of the criticallyacclaimed game, Batman: Arkham
Asylum, improving upon every
aspect of the first game, namely
from moving from the small
secluded Arkham Asylum, to the
large, hub world of Arkham City.
Popularity for the game is
strong, with publisher Warner
Bros. announcing that it shipped
nearly five million units in the first
seven days after its October 18
release. That’s double the number
of units in the same release period that Arkham City moved.
The Asylum story is amazingly deep, with plot twists and turns
that’ll keep you guessing until
the very end, where the ending
will shake you to your very core.
You’d think you were playing out
the pages of a comic book, since
the game sticks to the Batman
mythology (originally created by
artist Bob Kane in 1939).
Originally, The Batman was a
heartless vigilante, not the campy
hero most know from the 1960s
TV series. The real Batman does
bad things to bad people.
Unfortunately, if you don’t
have an extensive knowledge of
the world of Batman, you will sit

The Batman in Batman: Arkham City does what he does best: inflict pain on evil criminals.
through half of the story confused, and not be at the least
impressed by the amazing fanfare
missions put into the game.
One particular drawback is
that there is no driveable Batmobile--again!
Another problem that many
may experience will be the controls. There is no tutorial in the
beginning, so if you play Arkham
City before Asylum--which you
better not do--you’ll only know
how to hit and counter.
The first hour or three are
sheer guesswork until you catch
on to the commands, then it’s
smooth sailing. Arkham City assumes things are implied without
being said, so you’ll be very lost
until you luck out and find out
what you have to do.
I hope you enjoyed those

complaints because those are it.
There is so much to do; I’ve been
playing a total of 18 hours and
I’m only done with 58 percent of
the game.
The hardest thing in the
game is staying focused; you
can’t get to where you’re going
without being distracted because
on every corner there’s someone
being assaulted that needs saving, someone calling you out that
needs beating, or an informant
you can’t afford to let go.
When you’re not tangling
with classic diabolic villains like
the Joker, Two Face and Penguin
in the story, you’re being run
around ragged by Victor Zsasz
to stop him from killing a victim, tracking the deadly assassin Deadshot, or trying to win a
battle of wits against the Riddler

corridor
quips
What are you thankful for
this Thanksgiving season?
By Jakkira Scott

MUSIC

continued from page 9

Listening to music has become
a daily routine for American
teens. They wake up listening
to music, and even fall asleep
listening to music. Students
even risk their electronic devices listening to music in passing
period, or even class. According to a New York Times blog,
teens listen to an average of
2.5 hours of music a day.
Music has become a cornerstone in American society, no
matter where you look there’s
music. There music played in
conventions, in schools as a
warning before a tardy bell, and
even in elevators.
“Without music, I’d been
insane so I say it’s pretty
important,” IB senior Brittany
Jones-Elam said.
Music has become one
of those things we take for
granted; we never think about
all the work of personal it took
to produce our favorite songs.
In the 20th century the
radio was one of the most
revolutionary inventions ever,
present day it’s just an annoyance.
“I don't enjoy commercial
music as much as I enjoy underground,” Jones-Elam said.
With the strong presence
music holds in everyday life,
the influence lyrics come into
question. The University of
Pittsburg School of Medicine

in his dangerous games.
Kevin Conroy and Mark
Hamill (of Star Wars fame) reprise
their most famous roles doing the
voice-overs as Batman and the
Joker, and it’s love for the ears to
hear Batman make a threat and
hear the Joker laugh maniacally.
And also in the spotlight,
Catwoman, a new playable char-

acter in the story mode lengthens
the game and gives the gameplay
huge diversity considering the different feel to her from her stealth,
to getting around the city, to her
breaking bones to anyone who
crosses her.
And the newest innovation
to the gaming world itself, is
New Game Plus, where after you
finish the game you are encouraged to play again with all of
your well-deserved upgrades--but
with a catch: regular enemies get
progressively diverse, and you’ll
be barraged with the bad guys
that come later in the game, the
ones with riot shields, stun rods,
and knives.
Batman: Arkham City is a
must own for Batman fans, and
for the ones who only know who
Batman, his trusty sidekick Robin,
and the Joker, then rent the
game; you’ll like it.
But for hard core video game
and comic book fans, stop reading and go get it (about $60 plus
tax at Best Buy). Look forward to
DLC packs of Robin and Nightwing, who’re available for all
challenge maps.

studied 279 songs from Billboard’s most popular in 2005,
according to the same NY Times
blog. Of these 279 songs, 77 percent of rap songs contained references to alcohol and/or drugs,
20 percent of R&B and hip-hop
songs, 9 percent of pop songs,
14 percent of rock songs, and 36
percent of country songs.
The article went on to link
drug use and consumption of
alcohol to music lyrics. Although
no articles touch on the benefits
of music, or even touch on other
factors that would lead adolescents to exhibit these behaviors.
In fact, in a random poll of five
out of five students felt listening
to music helps them to focus;
none felt music has harmfully
influenced them.
“Music only influences those
who chose to mimic behaviors
and lifestyles of artists,” senior
Anthony Teruel said. “Music is irreplaceable in my life; it helps me
to focus, calm down, and even
motivates me.”
Music has the capability to
influence the masses, and the
media plays mainly nonsense
which is counterproductive to the
growth of the next generation.
Artists are criticized daily
about their lyrics and the messages they send to the youth. Although, the label heads are never
questioned; those who force
artists to produce mediocre lyrics

sit in the shadows and
collect a check. People
never consider how artist
sign a contract and are
legal bound to produce a
certain number of albums,
and if drug and alcohol
references sell that’s what will
be produced.
Instead of complaining
about the lyrics that are played
no less then 100 times per day
on one radio station, buyers
should protest.
“Yes, [the music industry would react to protest] because if [people]
didn’t buy ‘em they’d
change what they sold,”
junior Kelly Cook said.
They should refuse
to accept such degrading, mindless lyrics and
demand quality. If albums
sewed full of references
to underage drinking don’t
sell, why would record labels
continue to produce albums of
that caliber?
The music industry is a
system on its last leg, with the
online capabilities expanding daily driving to Best Buy
to buy an album sounds less
appealing.
“I download music because I love music,” IB senior
Asia Clark said. “I want to get
to it the fastest way I can to
have it at me leisure.”

“I’m thankful for
the opportunity
to educate our
youth, spiritually and academically.“
Dejuana Joseph,
math teacher
“I’m thankful for
my phone.”
Po’et Muhammad, 7th grader

“I’m thankful for
God giving me
another day-afterday.”
Kenisha
Thigpen,
freshman
“I’m thankful for
my family and my
health.”
Sabrina Allen,
senior

“I’m thankful
for God, my
family, and
friends.”
Amber McKnight,
7th grader

“I’m thankful for
my family and for
living life each day
and waking up
each day.”
Autumn Crump,
sophomore
“I’m thankful that
I go to Morgan
Park, and I get to
learn.”
Delvin Liggins,
freshman
“I’m thankful for
students who do
their best over
the weekend.”
Marguerite
Jung,
English teacher
“I’m thankful for
my clothes on my
back, my GPA,
a roof over my
head, and my [fellow] seniors.”
Ariel Williams,
senior
“I’m thankful for
God having me
being here, family,
[and] for food on
the table.”
Kenneth Blue,
7th grader
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CLOSE SCORE
continued from page 12

Public League round loss
The varsity Mustangs suffered
a serious defeat in a muddy mess
against Whitney Young, 7-6, in
the first round of the city playoffs
at Stagg Stadium, late last month.
The game started off great
with running back Charles
Bournes returning the opening
kickoff for a touchdown, but they
missed the extra point. This was,
unfortunately, the margin of victory for the Dolphins.
The wet, sloppy conditions
likely contributed to the loss, as
neither team was able to move
the ball down the field with much
success.
“They way we have been
playing offensively, we would
have like drier conditions,” said
head coach Jeremy Gold,” but
that was out of our control.”
Unfortunately, in the fourth
quarter, the Dolphins recovered a
Mustang fumble and put together
a touchdown drive, kicking the
extra point, which gave them
what turned out to be the winning score.
The Mustangs threatened
to pull the game out of the fire
late in the fourth quarter, but the

Whitney Young defense snuffed
out the drive, picking off a pass
near the end zone.
“The game was good and
competitive, the kids fought
hard,” said Coach Gold. “Obviously it was not the outcome we
would have liked because the last
four weeks we have been showing a lot of improvement.”
Gold went on to say that
the team has been playing really
hard, putting in the practice that
it takes to be able to become a
better team. Also, they have been
improving in many in many areas
individually, as well as where the
team concept is concerned. They
have had to overcome many
things this rollercoaster season.
“The kids had to overcome
alot with losing their [previous]
coach in the early part of the
year,” said Gold, “and with me
coming in and replacing him and
implementing new ideas, new
culture, and new offensive and
defensive schemes, I think that
they have done a great job with
everything that was thrown at
them for this year. We are looking forward to big things in the
offseason.”

Above: Mud-covered running back Charles Bournes (#2), walks
back to the huddle during the Public League first round game
against the Whitney Young Dolphins at Stagg Stadium last
month. Top right: Both the Dolphins and Mustangs slog it out in
the sloppy, wet conditions. Bottom right: Sophomore linebacker
Jareem Fleming takes down the Indians running back behind the
line of scrimmage for a big loss.

WEAVE

continued from page 9

senior Raven Wrightsell.
“Weave doesn’t require a lot
of work if you keep it properly
maintained.”
Many guys claim that they
prefer women who wear their
real hair over women who
wear weave but most of them
can’t even tell the difference.
“I like girls with well taken care natural hair,” senior
Seth McCormick said. “But if
they have a weave, don’t let
me know it’s a weave, be lowkey about it.”
But not every girls preference is wearing weave, they
like their own hair.
“I feel like everyone has
one and I like to be different,”
junior Ebi Sofiyea said. “I like
to feel my scalp, and wearing a sew in is like wearing a
whole wig on your hair.”

CHAMPIONSHIPS
continued from page 12

with the JV tournament opening
up the three levels of post-season
play.
The sophomore round will
be held on Saturday, November
5, followed by varsity on Sunday,
November 6. Competition will be
held at the brand-new facility at
South Shore International College
Prep.
The JV meet is set up for
juniors and seniors that really
aren’t quite skilled enough to
make the city championship
meet. It also gives a chance to
those hardworking swimmers
to experience a championship
meet.
MP went into the meet with
just three girls, the smallest team
entered. They finished in 6th
place, but, all three girls placed.
Seniors Jaymie Meredith

placed 4th in the 200-yard freestyle (doing a personal best of
3:54.62) and finished 6th in the
100-yard breaststroke--the first
time she’s ever competed in that
event.
Senior Bianca White finished
4th in both the 50-yard freestyle
and 100-yard freestyle. While
junior Krystina Robinson, who
also competed on the tennis
team during the same season,
finished 7th in the 50-yard
freestyle and 5th in the 100yard freestyle, a race where she
dropped 8 seconds from her
previous best time.
“It was a really good meet
and the MP girls all had great
swims to end their season,”
head coach Gerald Winston said,
“which is what the coaching staff
wanted to see.”

Swimmer Nikia Bramlett competes in the 100-yard freestyle at
the final regular season meet last week.
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Mustangs make post-season for 12 straight years, lose to Indians, Dolphins
By Nydia Hines

I

t’s been a feast or famine
year for the Mustangs
varsity football team. The team
recovered from a woeful 0-4 start,
rattling off four big wins, including
their last against the thenundefeated Hubbard Greyhounds,
which earned them the Prairie
State Conference crown for the
third year in a row.
However, after entering the
post-season for an amazing 12th
straight season, the Mustangs lost
in both first rounds of the Public
League playoffs and the IHSA 6A
Class playoffs.
Against No. 1 seed Lemont
last Friday night at Lemont, MP’s
offense immediately quieted the
huge home field crowd with a flea
flicker bomb from quarterback
Andre Newell to wide receiver
Javon Bright for an 84-yard score
on the first offensive play.
After Lemont got the ball
back and managed a field goal,
the Mustangs, the underdog No.
8 seed, once again, scored on
a one-play drive, courtesy of a
65-yard scamper by Newell. After
a two-point conversion that was
broken up by the Indians, MP was
still up 12-3 in the first quarter.
But it was in the second
quarter when things collapsed
for the Mustangs, turning the ball
over on three straight possessions, leading to 14 points for the
Indians.
Lemont’s scoring continued
into the second half, going up 5012. But then in the fourth quarter,
the Mustangs defense started

Quarterback Andre Newell takes off on a 65-yard touchdown run on the second play from scrimmage, opening up the Mustangs’
lead over the Lemont Indians, 12-3, in last Friday’s IHSA 6A Class first round playoff game. Wide receiver Javon Bright scored on
the first play with a 84-yard TD reception. However, MP, seeded 8th, couldn’t hold on against the No. 1 seeded team, falling 56-30.

to rally, scoring twice on forced
fumble recoveries.
However, it wasn’t
enough, as the Indians
The Mustangs have
tacked on another score late,
been in the playoffs every
making the final score 56-30.
This was the third time
year since 2000. They have
in the last four years that the
been the conference champs in
Mustangs met Lemont in
eight of the last 12 seasons.
the post-season, losing each

battle. The last time the two met
was in the second round of the
playoffs, with a similar final score:
49-26.
But this latest match-up
didn’t necessarily bode well for
the Mustangs, with a 4-5 record
going into the game, while the
Indians boasted an undefeated
record.

Girls swim team enters playoffs

Worse yet, Lemont had
scored 365 points during the
season, while their stout defense handed out five shut-outs
and allowed a measly 45 points
in nine games. The Mustangs
had only 117 points all year,
and the defense allowed 169
points.
Impressively, this was Lem-

ont’s third time that they scored
50 or more points against an
opponent, and it was the most
points scored against the Mustangs this year. The second worst
performance was against Simeon
in Week 3, 47-7.
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Girls finish volleyball season

Swimmer Janelle Wenner, the school’s current record holder in the 100-yard butterfly,
on her way to an easy victory over her Little Village High School opponent. She beat the
second place finisher by 45 seconds.

T

he Lady Mustangs
varsity swim team
closed out the regular season
last Thursday at MP, beating
their Little Village opponent
in the newly renovated
swimming pool by a score of
55-37.

The girls have enjoyed a winning season, going 5-2, with two
second place finishes in a pair of
tri-meets.
The final regular season meet
was also Senior Night, where the
team celebrated team members
Nikia Bramlett, Jakkira Scott, Jay-

mie Meredith, Crystal Webb,
Janelle Wenner, and Bianca
White.
City championship rounds
began on Friday afternoon,
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Senior Courtney Mitchell spikes the ball in a match against
the Comer Prep Catamounts held earlier last month. (Photo by
Anthony Teruel)

I

n last Tuesday’s non-league battle, the host Oak Forest Bengals
volleyball team scored a 2-0 triumph over the Lady Mustangs
varsity volleyball team, ending their post-season run.
The day before, the Mustangs beat the Comer Prep Catamounts
volleyball team 2-0.

