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Office of Principal Preparation
denies selection pool eligibility
for both remaining candidates

Seniors
elect
board
members
By Bobbie Woods

By Breanna Stewart
and Chris Williams

T

he upperclassmen
elected five peers
to constitute their Senior
Board, after the candidates
introduced and promoted
themselves during an
extended division held last
month.
Aurelia Turner was
elected to the office of
president, Bobbie Woods
won for vice president, Jasmin Jackson for secretary,
Keenya Frazier for treasurer,
and Armani Martin for sergeantat-arms.
This
allfemale
group
completes
the
Class
Aurelia Turner,
of 2012
president
board
(2011 yearbook and exportrait)
pects to

M

organ Park’s Local
School Council (LSC)
met in an open session last
month to discuss the status of
the principal candidates in the
auditorium, during which tensions
arose, and many passionately
expressed their concerns with
CPS (Chicago Public Schools) and
the principal selection process.
The LSC’s meeting on the
evening of September 21 focused
solely on investigating why the
two remaining principal candidates were denied acceptance
into the principal eligibility pool
by the CPS Office of Principal
Preparation and Development
(OPPD).
It was at this meeting, which
lasted over three hours, that the
candidates, assistant principal
Remy Washington and Michael
Daigler, the nine-member LSC,
and an audience of what appeared to be approximately 300
concerned parents, students,
teachers, and members of the
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Office of Principal Preparation and Development representative Nell McKitrick takes a question
from teacher Juliet Ezugworie during the LSC’s meeting last month in Blackwelder Hall.
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Many Mustangs participate in ‘A-List’ spirit events
By Doneisha Jackson

S
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tudent Council
brought a little
“Hollywood” to this year’s
week-long spirit events as part
of that annual homecoming
last month.
According to Genae
Smith, vice president of the
Student Council, the organization decided to bring a new
homecoming theme to the table to keep students interested
and looking forward to Spirit
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Week and homecoming. The
Spirit Week themes are based on
the decision of the dance theme:
“A Red Carpet Affair.”
“The Student Council went
online and looked for themes
we haven’t had in the previous
years,” said Smith. “We took the
theme of the dance and found
related themes based upon that
for Spirit Week.”
To start off the red carpetlike theme, A-list Day was held
on Monday, September 19, when
students dressed like famous
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celebrities.
In contrast, D-list Day was on
the following day, when students
were expected to dress like a notso-well-known celeb. However,
many had trouble with this theme,
and ended up participating in the
alternate description, by wearing
outdated and mismatched outfits
in Fashion Disaster Day.
The next day, students got
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Nearly 500 students and their guests attended the annual
homecoming dance in September, held at the Sabre Room in
Hickory HIlls. (Photo by Jaleyah Walker)
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By Joshua Housing

He

ow many weekday
mornings have you
sleepily woken up, peeked over
at the clock and saw it mocking
you as it dimly glowed 7:02 in
stark digital numbers?
How many times have you
been seemingly hopelessly stuck
in snarled traffic, but managed
to get into the building, to your
locker, and then round the corner

to class, just in time to see the
door shut tight?
Or most importantly, how low
is your grade in first period?
Unfortunately, all of these
numbers are far too high for me-except my grade in first period-for I, too, am a victim of the
school’s unrelenting tardy policy.
For those of you who don’t
know, at MP, if you are late to
first or second period, you have
to spend the remaining time in

Should MP mandate
student uniforms?
By Nashon Yisrael

T

By Malcolm Townsend

I

he great debate
about whether
or not students should be
required to wear dreaded
uniforms continues to ring
throughout many public
school systems, including CPS.
The easy answer and most
logical solution, like it or not,
is to simply mandate school
uniforms.
Already 85 percent of
Chicago public elementary
schools had uniform policies
in place for the 2007-2008
school year, according to one
CPS press release, so many
students who make the step

t’s been awhile since
high school students
at Morgan Park once wore
uniforms in our elementary
school days, and most of
us can still remember that
feeling of wanting to stand out
and wanting to express our
individuality.
Sadly, some people believe that high school students
should wear some type of
standard uniform. They believe
that it somehow helps creates
a sense of order. The truth is
that uniforms can actually have
an adverse reaction, and its
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that period while in the not-sofriendly confines of the brokendown auditorium. Oh, and you’ll
also serve a 45-minute detention
after school in the lunchroom
with about a hundred or so other
violators.
Put another way, if you’re a
minute late, you’ll have to spend
about one hour and thirty minutes in some sort of punishing
detainment, with approximately
half of that time you’re missing
out on vital instruction time. This
latest installment of a zero tolerance policy means students often
miss their classes in their entirety
and the opportunity to consult
with the teachers after school.
MP enacted this zero tolerance policy late last year, in
response to an overwhelming
number of tardies accrued by students, and what is believed to be
a lack of seriousness by students
in regards to the problem.
“Students are abusing our
kindness,” said security guard
Candace Haynes. “They tend
to try to beat us by continuing
to be defiant, with continuing
to be tardy not only to first and
second period, but throughout
the day.”
On the other hand, some feel
that putting tardy students in a
holding pen for the remainder of
the class period that they were
late is rather self-defeating, as
the consequences are the same
for those who are late for the very
first time, as well as the chronically tardy student who has racked
up 45 tardies.
“I understand it creates a
‘disturbance,’” said senior International Baccalaureate student
Monica Packnett, in reference to
the past practice of allowing those
who are late into class, “but [the
zero tolerance policy] takes away
from valuable classroom time.”
Packnett is one of many students who feel the tardy policy is
too broad with no flexibility, and
affects mainly the students who
want to learn.
“Give us a grace period,” she
offered in a text message.
Many teachers and administrators stress that allowing
students to come to class after it
has already begun, like with some
form of a grace period, often
creates some level of disorder.
However, in my experience when
I come in late, I just walk to my
seat and the teacher continues on
like nothing happened.
Are there some goof-offs that
would show up late and make
some grand entrance to get the
attention of the rest of the class
for their own self-absorbed and
shallow need for attention? Of
course, but why not punish that
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By Raven Wrightsell

The zero tolerance tardy policy shouldn’t be so inflexible, and
should take into consideration those who don’t often disregard
the tardy bell.
type of negative behavior that is
truly disruptive, instead of painting everyone who’s tardy with
single brush stroke?
Students aren’t asking to be
able to be allowed to arrive 20
to 30 minutes late, making a fuss
and disturbing class, just some
sort of sliver of leniency because
sometimes even the most punctual people run a little late.
And, ironically, there are a
few enforcers of this policy that-gasp--arrive to school late. Are
they funneled into the auditorium? Do they serve a detention
after school? Of course not. It’s
more of the unspoken policy of
“Do as I say, not as I do.”
If a teacher can run into some
random incident that slows him
down, why can’t I? Just because
one is an adult doesn’t mean your
priorities are more important than
mine. I don’t know about other
students, but I’m supposed to
help drop my younger sister off,
but I never can risk being late.
And despite being late on
the rare occasion, I still have a
pretty strong GPA. If I am late,
and am forced to spend the rest
of that class period in a brokendown seat in Blackwelder Hall,
I find out what I missed in class,
prepared to make it up.
I am concerned about my
grades, but a large segment
of the student population is far
from interested in doing well. For
them, being late and chillin’ in the
auditorium is like getting a “Get
Out of First Period” free card.
Don’t believe it? Then why
is the balcony still filled with truants eight weeks into the school
year? It appears that the policy
isn’t having the hoped effect on
the very group of people it was
designed. Throwing academicminded students with the occasional infraction in with that group

doesn’t sound sensible to me. Are
pedestrians who get a jaywalking
ticket thrown into a jail cell with a
hardened criminal?
Some get the impression
that school officials may not even
care as much about grades, they
just want to see the attendance
improve. In fact, schools receive
funding based on student attendance, so I understand the relentless focus on it, but should it come
at the expense of our GPAs?
The educationally-minded
students even wonder how are
they supposed to maintain their
grades if they are in the auditorium doing nothing. Ironically, the
message being delivered is: “We
want you to do better, but sit here
and miss a day of class.”
The flat-rate policy in place
for getting a tardy--no matter if
it’s for a first-time offender, or
those who get them on a daily
basis--isn’t effective. Those who
abuse the system and aren’t really
interested in school continue to
arrive late, while those who are
rarely tardy suffer the same consequences.
School policy, including the
tardy policy, shouldn’t be a “One
size fits all,” because it doesn’t.

EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to the
editor. All letters must have a name and division number. We reserve the right to edit
all letters for mechanics, length, and content.
Please submit responses with name and division to Mr. Majeske or any member of the
newspaper, or to KEMajeske@cps.edu.

I

n last month’s photo spread
of the 19 new staff members,
science teachers Aviva Theen and Sara
Huels were mistakenly misnamed. The
photos here are corrected.
Additionally, in the “Girls tennis
has high hopes for season” story,
sophomore Darnesha Moore was
identified as a junior in the photo
cutline.
EMPEHI News regrets the errors.

Aviva Theen
Science

els

Sara Hu
Science
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Homecoming was memorable ‘Red Carpet Affair’

Nearly 500 students and their guests attended the annual
homecoming dance in September, held at the Sabre Room in
Hickory HIlls. (Photo by Jaleyah Walker)
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n earlier date and
smaller, more intimate
venue both helped to make this
past homecoming dance a night
that will never be forgotten.
The 2011 homecoming
dance was held at The Sabre
Room in Hickory Hills, Illinois.
Choosing the uniquely designed location, which was built
in 1949, was a rather simple task

and received good reviews from
some staff and students.
“I liked the place,” said
librarian and Student Council
sponsor Kandace Morgan. “The
location was a few minutes further, but it gave students a reason
to dress up rather than last year’s
location because it was a gym.”
The past few years the
dance was held at the Oak Lawn
Pavilion, a couple of miles further
east near Chicago Ridge Mall.

The Student Council was unable
to secure that location because
a basketball tournament was
already scheduled during the
weekend of September 24.
Although the smaller and
nicely-appointed banquet hall facility of the Sabre Room was a pleasant location to have the dance, and
it seemed to fit the glitzy theme of
“A Red Carpet Affair.”
To help give those who attended a sense of being on the
famed red carpet, Brittany Elam
photographed the guests paparazzi-style as they entered the room.
However, some still said last
year’s site was a better choice.
“I liked last year’s location
better because it was bigger and
allowed more people to be there,”
said senior Nahshon Yisrael.
In fact, there was a slight
decrease in the number of people
who attended the dance, primarily because there were fewer
guests. Students were only al-

Looking back on Spirit week
Students participated in
certain themes because they have
their personal opinion about each
one. Some participated in all of
the themes because they wanted
to show that they have a lot of
school spirit.
BreAnna Scott, a senior, is
an example of someone who is
highly-school spirited.
“I participated in every
theme because it’s my last year
and I’m going to live it up,” said
Scott.
However, some students did
not participate in any of the themes,
perhaps because they lack school
spirit or because they were not interested in the chosen themes.
Antoine Watson, another
senior, is a student who is frank
about why he didn’t really get
involved, especially the one
showing MP love.
“Spirit Day was my least
favorite because I have no school
spirit,” he said, “and I have nothing in my closet that is green and/
or orange.”
One senior had a concern
about D List Day, and how it could
have a negative vibe about it.
“D-list was kind of [offensive]
because some people may still
wear the clothes we chose to
wear on that day,” said Aurora
McKinney, “and for us to wear
them and make fun of it could
have offended them.”
While that theme was McKinney’s least preferred, it was Scott’s
favorite.
“Everybody let loose,” said
Scott, “not caring about what
others think about them and what
they have on for a change.”
Class Color Day was the day

showing their
school spirit!
Junior Brandi
Conley sports
her rendition of
Lisa “Left Eye”
Lopes, the member of hip-hop
R&B group TLC.

RED CARPET
AFFAIR

continued from page 1

not have agreed with some of the
themes for Spirit Week, and some
may have been their favorites.
“A-list Day is my least favorite because I don’t think a lot of
people will participate in it,” said
Smith when asked before the
events took place. “D-list Day is
my favorite because everyone
may participate in it and have
fun with it because everyone has
‘ratchet’ clothes.”

SPORTS
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SPIRIT WEEK IN REVIEW
it right for the tried-and-true
formula of Twin Day. With so many
“doubles” walking the halls, it
appeared that this was the most
popular of the Spirit Week themes.
Class Color Day, held on
Thursday, required that the
Academic Center 7th graders
wear yellow or gold, while the 8th
graders wore gray, the freshmen
wore black, sophomores wore
brown, juniors wore blue, and the
seniors wore red.
As in the past, class participation increased greatly as one
looked across the various levels
from the lower classes to the
upper classes. The Senior Class
practically flooded the halls in a
sea of bright red--but the vivid
blue provided by the Class of
2013 wasn’t far behind.
Friday was all about School
Spirit Day, which coincided with
the homecoming football game,
when all Mustangs were encouraged to wear EMPEHI’s official
colors of green and white, while
orange continued to sneak into
many outfits.
The ideas for the various
daily events was not simply a
closed-door decision by the
Student Council according to Vice
President Smith. Students had a
chance to voice their ideas to the
council, while the organization
acted more like the the middle
person in making decisions.
“We took suggestions from
everybody and everyone had
a chance to put in an idea, not
just the Senior Board or Student
council,” said Smith. “Then the
Student Council voted as whole.
After the organization came
to a final decision, they took it to
assistant principal Remy Washington, who had to approve of the
themes before going any further
in planning.
“Ms. Washington made the
final decision because she was
the highest authority at the time,”
said Smith, before acting principal
Dr. Everett Edwards was installed.
to fill the ongoing principalship
vacancy.
Even though the council had
to vote, the decision was not
unanimous. Some members may
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most were looking forward to, with
this theme getting what appeared
to be the most participants. It
separated the freshmen from the
sophomores, and the juniors from
the seniors. Few were afraid to
show his or her class spirit.
“Class Color Day showed
the difference between classes,”
said McKinney. “I’m proud that
I’ve made it to senior year and
had the opportunity to wear my
favorite color, red.”
But despite some favorites,
Watson said he would like to see
even more changes to the rotation
of themes. Even the elimination
of one particularly traditional day
is something he would like to see
happen in the future, and have it
replaced with something untried.
“A lot of people are tired of
Twin Day, so less people participate in it,” said Watson. “Transgender Day [ when boys would
dress like girls, and girls dress like
boys] should have been put in its
place because it would have been
fun and there would have been
more participants.”
Some students were not satisfied with this year’s Spirit Week,
not so much because of the offered events, but because of the
general feeling of apathy among
the students.
“It was a failure because
everybody did not participate in
Spirit Week like people did my
freshman and sophomore years
here,” said Scott.
McKinney took it a step
further and said that seniors are
principally to blame for the lack
of success of Spirit Week because
the seniors are the ones who the
other classes look up to. He feels
if the Class of 2012 had participated more, the underclassmen
would have, too.
“Spirit Week was decent
because there were some people
who participated,” said McKinney, “but a majority lacked spirit,”
acknowledging his own lack
of spirit. “The seniors from the
previous years that I’ve been here
went all out, but it seemed like
they didn’t care this year because
they are so immature and disorganized.”

Juniors
Harlie
Bivens and
Johnnetta
Burns pose
for “Fashion
Disaster
Day/D-List
Day.”

Sophomores Damarre Smith and Yardayn Watkins class up
Twin Day by wearing
matching black suits
and ties.

Some, like these
seniors pictured
here, had special
shirts created
to represent for
their class.

Those with
strong school
spirit showed
it with colorful
markings, like
the student
here with
“MP” adorning her cheek.
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OPPD rep McKitrick (at the podium) responds to a question by an LSC board member. Others in the photo are Jose Villasenor
(standing), the deputy director of the CPS Office of LSC Relations; LSC student representative Bobbie Woods, acting principal Dr.
Everett Edwards, parent rep Bennie Henry; community rep Peggy Goddard; parent rep Carisa Parker; parent rep Elizabeth Whitaker;
parent rep Tomiko Smith; teacher rep Col. Michael Casey; and parent rep Lavonne Mitchell.

Back to the drawing board
One of the few alternatives offered by the OPPD is the
pre-approved list of principal
candidates from which the LSC
was suggested to choose from.
However, Goddard said that the
council has already gone through
the list during both of the selection processes, carefully going
through over 50 applications that
were submitted, finding very few
that were a potential fit.

lasenor, the deputy director of the
CPS Office of LSC Relations. After
being introduced, he responded
to the significant concern as to
whether or not the school board
would step in and appoint a contract principal, since the LSC has
not been able to select one within
the 90-day window.
“The one good thing that
came from our meeting is that
CPS assured us publicly that they
will not come in appoint a principal to Morgan Park,” Goddard
said. “The decision still rests with

Stakeholders dismayed
Many were outraged and
expressed their anger to CPS
officials about their procedure of
how principals are chose, and all
the flaws in the selection process.
“It was flabbergasting to
watch them talk in circles at that
meeting; they didn’t attempt to
give any real answers to any of
the questions,” said Veronica
Kirkland, mother of senior Bobbie
Woods. “All we wanted was real
answers to these legitimate questions we were asking, and they
couldn’t give them to us.”
Both candidates were chosen
by LSC and a team of 30 people
only to be turned down for the
job after, what a CPS official said,
a final set of regulation test. CPS
officials would not share the
scores of the candidates test, nor
tell what was considered a passing or failing grade on the test.
Officials also claimed the
criteria for being a principal was
not met in either candidate. Many
at the meeting questioned the
principal criteria, to no avail.
One area of concern that was
particularly vexing was McKitrick’s
refusal to explain the way in which
CPS judges principal candidates.
“I really don’t know the criteria, they didn’t give us any specifics, The Office of Principal Preparation and Development,” said
Peggy Goddard, the LSC community representative. “Say they
used the criteria listed [as] ‘CPS
Principle Competency’ which you
can find online, but both our candidates both met and exceeded
those...so I don’t know why they
weren’t approved. The candidates
themselves haven’t even met with
CPS officials to be told why they
weren’t eligible [as of Wednesday,

LSC parent representative Carisa Parker (center) asks for
clarification on the OPPD’s principal selection process during
the board’s portion of questioning, which opened last month’s
meeting.
“We would have chosen
off the eligibility list, but their
candidates on the eligibility list
were not good candidates,” Goddard said. “Some of them, in my
personal opinion, shouldn’t be
principals--period--but that’s just
my opinion.”
And now, after having high
hopes that they had found the
best two candidates, only to have
them dismissed from consideration, the OPPD has effectively
stalled the possibility of hiring a
principal any time soon.
“CPS tied our hands because
legally we can’t offer a contract to
anyone not on the list,” Goddard
said. “So since neither of these
people were found to be eligible,
our hands are tied.”

LSC still has final decision
Another important guest that
spoke and answered questions
during the meeting was Jose Vil-

the LSC, no matter how long it
takes us.”
Despite being essentially
told that there is nothing that
can be done to alter the OPPD’s
decision, Goddard said that she
hopes to pursue the matter further, but only with the permission
Washington and Daigler. Once
given the go-ahead, the LSC rep
plans to ask the CPS Inspector
General’s office to investigate
the entire principal application
process and to see if the two MP
candidates actually received a
“fair shake.”
One particularly vocal
complaint about the process
came from 19th Ward Alderman Matthew O'Shea, when he
spoke near the conclusion of the
meeting after 10 p.m. According to Goddard, O’Shea strongly
suggested that CPS should “take
it back downtown because the
process is flawed.”
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Having the political presence
of the alderman so passionate
about MP is very important for
the school, Goddard added.
“It’s nice to have him in our
corner,” she said. “He’s a good
advocate for education.”
Morgan Park was placed
into this administrative holding
pattern after Dr. Beryl Shingles
stepped down as principal to
become principal of South Shore
International College Prep High
School near the end of last school
year.
Dr. Everett Edwards, the acting principal who was appointed
by Harrison Peters, the chief of
schools for the Lake Calumet/
Far South Side network earlier
this school year, will continue on
in the role for the foreseeable
future.
Although he didn’t expect
to be in the position, according
to an interview in last month’s
EMPEHI News, Dr. Edwards did
admit to the possibility of staying
on for many months during his
initial introduction to the staff.
“Mr. Edwards will be here as
long as he is needed,” Goddard
said. “Until we get this whole principal situation aired out, he’ll be the
acting principal of Morgan Park.”

So where does MP go from
here in what seems like a neverending principal search?
The OPPD has a testing process offered five times a year, with
the expectation that there will be
new crop of candidates to choose
from. The current eligibility pool
has approximately 400 approved
candidates, according to Goddard who added that many are
likely sitting principals.
However, once the selection
process resumes in January, neither Daigler nor Washington can
participate. Those who are denied
approval by the OPPD cannot
reenter the application process
for one calendar year after their
initial application.
But no matter how long it
takes, the final principal decision
still rest in the hands of those who
have a genuine concern for MP,
according to the LSC community
rep.
“We know what’s better
for our school,” Goddard said.
“We had almost 30 people who
helped us establish candidates,
and they all felt even though
our two candidates weren’t on
the eligibility list, they were the
people we would lead MP into
the future.”

what is a
local school council?

T

he Local School Councils’ (LSC) specific legal
authority over school’s include improvement
planning, school budgets, and principal evaluation and
selection. They are essentially the policy-making body for the
school.

Who is part of the LSC?
Those who are part of the council include the school principal and 10 others who are elected: six parents of children
at the school, two teachers at the school, and two non-parent
community residents. In high schools, one student representative is also elected.

What do they do?

IS IB WORTH IT?
By Dorsey Hill
There comes a
point in all our lives when
we question: Is IB worth
it? Here we are, senior
year, with an overwhelming amount of projects to
work through along with
our daily assignments, and
not to mention the college
applications we keep pushing back, and now we are

Assistant principal Remy Washington crowns Bobbie McSwine
as freshman attendant at the homecoming dance ceremony.
said Jefferies. “It was a fun and
great experience being that this
is my last year in high school. I
love everybody that voted for me,
thank you.”
Everyone enjoyed themselves and hopefully took something away from the experience.
“The highlight of my night
was dancing with my Senior Class,
said Woods.

For many students who attended, this will be their last year
at MP, and for the rest, this will be
another memory until next time.
Homecoming was a big success
and full of wonderful surprises.
“I enjoyed myself not only
because I won queen, but because
it was my last homecoming,” said
Woods. “I danced with everybody
and the music was great.”

said. “My goal is to find cost efficient activities for the Senior Class
so that our year will be full of fun
events.”
Jackson creatively campaigned her way to winning
the position of secretary on the
board. As she spoke in front of
her peers in Blackwelder Hall,
she explained how organized and
reliable she was, and that she was
the best candidate for the job.
During her introduction,
Frazier
humored
the crowd
with clever
quotes that
highlighted
her speech.
As she addressed the
students,
she assured
Keenya Frazier,
them that
treasurer
not only did
she know
how to simply count, but,she had
a budget herself, and those two
aspects alone made her a great
candidate for treasurer.

“I plan to make sure our
money is well-budgeted,” she
said. “Our class should expect
great senior activities to make our
senior year fun.”
Admittedly outspoken Martin
showed her IB (International
Baccalaureate) pride as she told
the class how she can get board
members in order as sergeant-atarms.
“I have no problem telling

Please turn to page 6 for
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SENIOR BOARD
continued from page 1

get working on the planning for
the many senior events to come.
“The elected senior board
members plan senior activities,
including prom, graduation, and
[the] luncheon,” board sponsor
Kandace Morgan said. “Also, they
put together an annual talent
show for the school. All seniors
should report to them on any
comments or concerns about
their senior year.”
Turner is grateful for her position on the board as class president. By restoring senior pride,
she plans to lead this Senior Class
to a successful final year of high
school.
“I can promise to put forth
my best
effort in
encouraging
positive representation
of this senior class,”
she said. “I
plan to run
the Senior
Board with
Bobbie Woods,
honesty,

vice president

fairness, and unity.”
Woods will be assisting
Turner in running the governing group this year, fulfilling her
role as vice president. When
she delivered her speech during
an extended division held in the
auditorium last month, where
Woods and the other candidates introduced themselves,
she explained how qualified she
would be as vice president because she already knew senior
budgets and upcoming events
school officials have for them,
courtesy of being the student
representative on the Local
School Council.
“This year on the Senior
Board, I
promise to
put my best
foot forward
and assist
in creating
a successful
senior year
for the Class
of 2012,”
Jasmin Jackson, the vice
president
secretary

Armani Martin,
treasurer

anybody to
be quiet,”
she said.
“I have a
dominant
personality.
There are
no worries that I
can call a
meeting to
order.”

WHAT’S AN LSC?
continued from page 4

No Child Left Behind (NCLB) Parent Advisory Committee (in
schools with NCLB programs).
•
Involve the school community in planning.
•
Present the proposed plan to the community for
input at a well-publicized meeting.
•
Vote to approve, to request revisions before
approval, or not to approve the plan.
•
Participate in the school annual internal review to
evaluate the success of the plan.

To support the implementation of the SIPAAA, LSCs:
•
Make recommendations to the principal on hiring
personnel to fill vacant or newly-created positions.
•
Make recommendations to the principal on textbook
selection and curriculum development.
•
Advise the principal about school attendance and
discipline policies.
•
Grant use of school facilities for educational and
social activities by outside groups when not needed
by the school.
•
Consider a dress code for the school, if parents
request it.

The School Budget
The LSC determines how school funds and resources are
allocated. The LSC’s major budget responsibilities are to:
•
Use the SIPAAA as the basis for budget planning.
•
Consider input from the PPLC, the No Child Left
Behind (NCLB) Parent Advisory Committee
•
Monitor the budget throughout the year.
•
Direct the principal to shift expenditures within funds
(with a supermajority vote).
•
Approve budget amendments.

Principal Evaluation and Selection

First and foremost, according to PURE (an organization dedicated to informing parents on the decision-making
process of public schools), the council works on the School
Improvement Plan for Advancing Academic Achievement
(SIPAAA).
The LSC’s major SIPAAA responsibilities include to:
•
Provide input during the development of the plan.
•
Partner with the principal and consult with the
Professional Personal Leadership Committee (PPLC), the

Please turn to page 5 for WHAT’S

lowed to bring one guest rather
The night was filled with dancthan two like last year.
ing as the DJ played modern songs
“There were about 450 peoand some throwbacks, while stuple in attendance for this year’s
dents mingling with one another.
homecoming and roughly 600 in
As the night came to an
the previous year,” said Morgan.
end, the homecoming court was
While the size of the location
announced. The winners included
wasn’t favored by some students,
freshmen Bobbie McSwine and
many boasted over the food that
Kenneth Trotter, sophomores River
was served.
Bonds and Kierre Perkins, juniors
“I almost got tackled by
Morgan Williams and Charles
the football players trying to get
Barksdale, senior attendants Kanisome of the nachos,” said senior
sha Davis and Alex Milton, and
Ariel Williams.
last, but not least, homecoming
On the menu for the night
queen Bobbie Woods and king
was fried
Adrian Jefferchicken, deep
ies.
For more homecoming and
fried pigsThose
Spirit Week events photos,
in-a-blanket,
who were on
meatballs, na- please turn to the special color
the winning
chos, cheese photo spread on pages 8-9.
court were
and veggie
very ecstatic
trays.
and appreciaFor the drinks, water, Coke,
tive for being recognized as a
Sprite, and specially-made mock
part of the homecoming court.
cocktails were served at the long
“I feel great about being
wooden bar.
crowned homecoming king,”
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LSC QUESTIONS CPS DECISION
community, had the opportunity
to ask the OPPD representative,
Nell McKitrick, why both selections were not accepted.
With the principal selection
process dragging into its fourth
month, the LSC was expected to
make a decision, selecting either
Daigler or Washington at this late
September meeting; however, the
candidates had been informed by
the OPPD that their applications
had been denied less than a week
before.
Many were very anxious to
hear an explanation of the shocking developments caused by the
latest hurdle in the process, but
were increasingly frustrated and
bewildered by the perceived lack
of specificity in the responses
given by OPPD rep McKitrick.
Skeptical teachers and parents
asked her for particular reasons
why the candidates were denied,
what type of rubric was used to
score them, what a perfect score
would be, and in what areas in
the application process did the
two fail.
However, McKitrick’s responses failed to satisfy most in
the audience, saying that any
such information was considered
“confidential,” and that those
concerned should direct such
questions to the candidates
themselves.
When confronted with questions of whether or not the LSC or
others could petition the office’s
decision, McKitrick said that
people could do that, but added,
ironically, that there is no appeal process, intimating that the
group’s decision is final.
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AN LSC?

The LSC directly hires and evaluates the school principal.
The LSC’s major principal evaluation and selection
responsibilities are to:
•
Evaluate the principal at the end of the four-year
contract.
•
Hire a new principal whenever a vacancy occurs in
the principal’s position.
•
Establish additional criteria (addenda) to include in
the principal’s contract, if desired.
(Source: pureparents.org)
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OPINION

More of the nineteen new teachers reflect on coming to MP
By Genae Smith

L

ast, but not least, are
some of the remaining
teachers whose interviews didn’t
appear in the September issue of
EMPEHI News.
A new
addition
to the
Counseling Department,
filling the
place of
former
Academic
Center
Adriane Hanes
counselor
Counselor
Dorothy
Connie
who retired in June, is Adriane
Hanes. She holds a BA from the
University of Missouri and an
MA from Governors State University. She has been in the field
for four years, first as an admis-

sions counselor at the University of Missouri, then at Marion
Catholic High School.
Some students were skeptical and worried about getting
a new counselor for their senior
year, but after hearing her history
as a counselor/post-secondary
coach at the previous high school,
students were relieved that she
dealt with college and graduation
material every day.
Hanes is an alumnus from
the Class of 2001 and is excited
to be back at her alma mater.
“The school is the same,”
said Hanes. “It’s the students that
are different.”
At her previous high school,
she worked with juniors and
seniors, and now she has students
from 7th grade to 12th grade.
Adjusting to a different
school wasn’t difficult for Hanes,
especially being back in the
familiar halls of MP. However,
one minor difference she no-

ticed between MP and her last
school was seeing the students in
regular clothing; her last school,
a parochial high school, required
uniforms.
Next
is Faith
Pledger,
a new
English
teacher.
She has
previous
teaching
experience
Faith Pledger
at a school
English
in ChamDepartment
paign, Illinois, which
also had a scholars program/ACT
prep for juniors and seniors.
She earned her bachelors
and masters degrees from the
University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign, her teaching certificate from Chicago State University, and is currently working on

OPINION: AGAINST UNIFORMS
continued from page 2

intended purpose is may never
be obtained. Some high schools
have to wear uniforms ,but why
should ours have to wear them .
Uniforms do not lower or prevent violence, either; some might
say that it causes violence. Ironically, gang and student violence
tend to become more common.
The reason for this is because the
kids in that gang want to stand
out and will cause trouble or find
inappropriate ways to get attention.
And although there are some
claims that schools that have implemented a uniform policy have
undergone miraculous reversals in
violence and other misbehavior,
a 1998 study (Brunsma and Rockquemore) concludes that clothing
likely had little, if anything, to do
with the transformations.
The introduction of uniforms
more likely corresponded with

overall invigorated school reform
efforts. Something as simplistic
as putting on a different colored
shirt and pair of pants caused
students to act better sounds
ridiculous because it is!
Although even when students do have to wear uniforms,
this doesn't stop them from
bullying and picking on each
other. Seeing a difference among
people is just part of human
nature, and nothing will stop that
or change it.
Generally speaking, students
ridicule and make fun of each other, regardless of what they wear. If
intent on aggravating another student, a bully will find something
to pick on, whether it’s a dirty
shirt, the hair style, or just a claim
that the other kid is ugly. Bullying
exists not because of clothing,
but because there are bullies who
like to torment others!

Another argument that parents or students might bring up is
that having a uniform will prevent
unwanted and illegal items in the
school.
Really? Clothing is clothing,
and if someone really wants to
hide something, they probably
could without much effort.
Requiring MP students to
have uniforms would be a pointless endeavor and waste of time.
The fact being is that having
uniforms would not benefit the
school or the students, seeing as
kids will be kids and people will
be people.
The uniforms will not keep
as much order as much as many
people expect them to. They may
even cause more problems for
the school in the long run.
Instead of uniforms, the
school should invest its interest in
student curriculum and teaching.

OPINION: FOR UNIFORMS
continued from page 2

up to high school likely wouldn’t
see this as much of an issue.
However, there are many other reasons. Sociologically, there is
more peace and unity in schools
that require a standard uniform.
Many sociologists believe that
people relate to those who are
most similar to them, whether
racially, religiously, and, yes, even
fashion-wise.
Children who cannot afford
the latest fashions are often ridiculed by their peers. Cliques can
develop based on students’ clothing styles, and some students find
that their peers judge them by
what they wear.
School uniforms can take
the pressure off of teens trying to
keep up with the latest fads and
being socially rejected due to
clothing choices.
Uniforms set an example for
the school, and it brings about a
sense of community.
Having students wear school
uniforms can make it easier for
authorities to identify those who
are not supposed to be within the
school premises and who may
pose a threat to student safety.
There have been incidents at our
very school where people from

other schools have sneaked into
the building with the intention of
causing harm to students.
Another reason for having a
school uniform also saves school
administrators from having to
policing students who are often in
violation of the school dress code.
Many educators and sociology
experts even believe that students
who wear school uniforms perform
better academically in school.
Former President Bill Clinton
was an advocate for school uniforms, saying in one of his State
of the Union addresses, that such
a move would enhance school
discipline and boost morale by
contributing a more professional
air to the school environment.
The idea comes from a
California elementary school in
Long Beach. According to a 1996
article by reporter Andrea Atkins,
Long Beach became the country's
first public school district to institute a mandatory uniform policy.
The results were so promising
that they lead to the president’s
endorsement.
The school saw a 51 percent
drop in physical fights, a 34 percent drop in assaults and batteries, a 50 percent drop in weapons

offenses, and a 32 percent drop
in school suspensions.
Although it was an elementary school, and it’s only one
example, but it would be hard to
argue that uniforms didn’t have
some kind of impact there.
Some try to use the argument
that school uniforms take away a
child’s sense of individuality. That’s
pretty weak, though. It’s pretty sad
to think that there are some people
who base who they are and their
self-esteem based on what kind of
shirt or pants they wear.
But wearing a uniform is
mandated in most walks of
life and professions. Consider
firefighters, police officers, sports
athletes, salespeople, medical
personnel, postal workers, airline
employees including pilots, delivery people, and many others. Do
they complain about their outfits
cramping their so-called personal
style? Doubtful.
In a world concerned most
with material things, it would be
beneficial to many youths to learn
such ideals early in life, which is
why mandating school uniforms
is a smart decision for school
districts throughout the country,
including Chicago and MP.

her ESL (English as a Second
Language) degree.
Before starting to teach, she
was in the healthcare field.
Pledger has been teaching
for seven years, two of which
were for a private institution.
“I love Morgan Park so far,”
said Pledger. “The staff and
students are so nice, the school is
really big. I was getting lost quite
a bit during the first
couple of
weeks.”
Also,
there is
Irma Garcia, a new
Spanish
teacher
joining the
Irma Garcia
Morgan
World Language
Park family.
Department

She received her bachelors at
Purdue University and her Masters
in Curriculum and Instruction at
National College of Education.
Garcia has taught for seven years.
Before coming to MP, she
taught at Bowen High School’s
BEST campus, which is one of
four small schools located on the
Bowen Campus.
The only difference from the
other school is MP is really big.
Her last school consisted of no
more than 300 students.
She was also a full time
foreign language teacher at BEST,
but MP was were she wanted to
be.
“This was my dream school,”
Garcia said. “Ever since I became
a teacher, I always wanted to work
here.”
The remaining new staffers
declined to be interviewed.

IB BUZZ
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straining our eyes just to see the light at the end of the tunnel
which seems to become increasingly dim with each new assignment.
The IB program is here to shape us into well rounded global
citizens. Not many of our peers are learning how to “[develop]
the capacity for inquiry, research, and problem-solving as well as
essential skills for communication and collaboration,” according
to the IB website, but we are.
IB is shaping us into students that are sufficient in multiple
subject areas, and are ready to take on challenges.
In addition, IB also shapes us into the students colleges love.
“One of the advantages of an IB curriculum is its structure
and quality,” Director of Undergraduate Admissions for Duke
University Christoph Guttentag has been quoted as saying. “It’s a
coordinated program, well-established, well-known, and wellrespected. We know the
quality of IB courses,
and we think the IB curriculum is terrific.”
According to the InterDan Wells Director
of Undergraduate Adnational Baccalaureate
missions at Emory UniOrganization, 80 percent
versity agreed, saying,
of students who earn an
“Advanced Placement
IB diploma in high school
and IB examinations for
graduate from a four-year
most highly selective
university within six years,
institutions are the ‘gold
compared with 58 percent
standard’ in terms of
of the general college stuquality and in terms of
dent population.
predicting success on
our campuses.”
These two highly
selective universities
praise the IB program,
and so do many other schools. With ample studying and success,
we can even gain credit from IB friendly universities.
IB shapes us into exceptional students that will more than
likely flourish at the university level. Of course, the shaping is
great, but to conquer the insanity of IB right now, we just need to
know it helps us get into college if we perform well.
Knowing that IB on our college applications is going to help
us to some extent should at least turn our thoughts to understanding that IB is worth all the effort.

Do not Forget about CAS!
By Subria Whitaker
Imagine you have officially graduated Morgan Park
High School after enduring the International Baccalaureate Program and the IB letter comes in the mail. You take a deep breath,
rip open the seal and scream--only to find out you did not get
the diploma because of CAS (Creativity, Action, Service) requirements? What?! Rewind!
TOK (Theory of Knowledge) presentations? Papers for days?
Commentaries? CAS hours? Sure the IB Program can be very
overwhelming sometimes, but it’s up to us to take advantage of
the breaks we can catch. Word on the IB block is that CAS is the
easiest thing we can do in IB.
In order to be eligible for the diploma, we have to complete
150 hours considered to be creative, active, or service. The street
also told me that if you are not getting paid for it, or you’re not
trying to convert someone’s religion, it counts! Within those
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Many hesitant to embrace scheduled
renovation after history of broken promises
By Nydia Hines

F

rom the paint peeling
off the walls to the
old, dilapidated lockers lining
the hallways, as well as the hot,
stuffy classrooms that are hard for
students to learn in, many at MP
have gotten used to the rather
dreary state of the nearly centuryold building.
Worse yet, with the slow pace
of improvements, most of which
has been mechanical and in places
most students and staff can’t see,
plus promises that were never fully
realized, like the start-stop installation of new auditorium chairs,
have left some thinking that the
massive repairs reported on in last
month’s issue of EMPEHI News is
just more hot air.
“I feel it needs to be done,
things such as air conditioning
throughout the school, as well as
other facility needs," said senior
Tiana Bell, "but I feel this renovation will not take place because
nothing is being done so far to
get the job done.”
Another senior also sees the
obvious needs the school has, but
is dubious about it actually being
accomplished.
“I feel the renovation is what
the school needs,” upperclassman Courtney Mitchell said. “I’m
expecting the repairs on the walls
where the paint is chipping, paint
jobs, and, hopefully, air conditioning. I honestly am not sure [if] this
will happen, however, I hope that
it will.”
Although it appears that
nothing concrete has been accomplished yet, careful planning
has been well-underway, with
core samples being drilled into
the facade, and a detailed examination of the building and its
needs have been drawn up.
Before any actual repairs can
begin on restoring the facade; replacing the thousands of lockers,
the light fixtures, exterior doors;
replacing the new building roof;
replacing all the seats and aisle
lighting in Blackwelder Hall, as
well as repairing the plaster work-just to point out a few of the
details on the 12-page renovation plan that school officials and
engineers received last month
after a serious CPS Department of
Facilities inspection, meticulous
plans must be drawn up.
Who will be hired to complete the work? Which parts of
the plan will be attacked first?
Then materials will have to be ordered and schedules for rotating
crews will have to implemented.
Patience will be needed, but
many have lost theirs as they’ve
watched the proud building fall
into a patched-together state.
Social Science teacher Thomas Arrington, who has been a
teacher at Morgan Park for many
years, is happy about the upcom-

ing changes, but doesn’t see how
the many millions of dollars that
will be spent is really enough.
“I'm happy about it, but disappointed greatly because of the
years of neglect by the previous
engineer before the one we have
now, who I feel does a great job,"
Arrington said. “It has been requested that the building be torn
down because the $10 million
that we will receive will be like
putting lipstick on a pig. I expect
nothing from the renovation other
than minor cosmetics.”
Students and staff feel that it is
hard to work in an environment such

as MPHS. They feel more things are
able to help improve the building as
a whole, like air condition, as long
as they actually get done.
“I expect for the school to
be more comfortable after the
process has taken place,” junior
David Simon said, “[but] I also
feel that some of the things
concerning the renovation will be
done, but not all.”
But until workmen clock in
and begin tearing out the old
lockers and radiators, Mustangs
will have to wait to see if this latest plan becomes more than just
words on paper.

New seats have been
a dream deferred

hanks to an
approximately quarter
million technology grant secured
last school year, and funding from
the Board of Education, more
additional improvements appear
to be on their way.

SPORTS
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hours, just complete a well-thought out individual project that
demonstrates time and you’re halfway there.
To help us with the process, English and IB teacher Timothy
Gronholm has set up an account for us online at http://morganpark.managebac.com.
Once on the home page, scroll to the “IB Manager” tab and
click “CAS.” There, you’ll find a button labeled “Add CAS Activity” where you’ll click it and fill out a page describing the CAS
activity in mind and submit it for approval.
Once approved, you can add your hours, select the outcome
choices you feel were accomplished within the activity, upload
proof of participation like pictures, e-mails, videos or any other
document able to be uploaded from your computer, and, finally,
add your reflections.
Once all 150 hours and the project have been completed,
you’re done with CAS! The website is pretty easy to follow with
labeled symbols, organized charts and tabs of all your hours. If
you need help at any time, Mr. Gronholm and your class forum
are just a click away! Keep your CAS/EE coordinator by your side,
too, and you have nothing to worry about, but it is up to you.
Remember that anecdote at the beginning of this article and
how you didn’t get the diploma because of CAS? Well, believe
it or not, there were a number of graduates last year where that
anecdote held true. At this point, none of us have to make the
same mistakes they did. Let the anecdote remain just that, an
anecdote.

ATTENTION JUNIORS: ARE YOU ON TRACK
TO BEING SUCCESSFUL?
By Charron Bournes

Two new rows
of seats (above)
are all that have
been replaced in
the auditorium,
despite years of
expectation of
getting them all
replaced. Right:
Jeremy Felton,
more popularly
known as Jerimih
(Class of 2004),
sings after inviting then-senior Sarah Connor to the stage
during the RC Antonides Morgan Park Foundation’s 2010
spring benefit performance in Blackwelder Hall.

O

ne particular
renovation
that never really came to
be has been the ongoing
expectation that the dismal
state of the auditorium seats
would be replaced. In fact,
school supporters actually
spent their own money by
donating it to the cause.
The RC Antonides
Morgan Park Foundation and
Morgan Park High School
hosted a benefit performance
on April 11, 2010, featuring
current and past Mustangs, to
raise money to renovate the
aging auditorium, primarily focused on replacing the seats.

There were a variety of
acts, but the highlight of the
event was DEF Jam recording
artist Jeremih’s musical performance, who is also a Class of
2004 graduate.
Seventeen new chairs were
installed in Blackwelder Hall by
June 2010, replacing some of
the many decades-old, broken
and missing wooden seats.
The RC Antonides Foundation sold the chairs for $250
each to generous donors
whose names were to be engraved on a plaque to be hung
in the auditorium. More seats
were expected to be installed
over the following months.

Electrical improvements and more this month

T
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After applying for a technology grant back in the spring,
money is now coming in for
tech-related improvements. Currently, $65,000 will be spent on
upgrading electrical circuits in
the old building, including nine

new subpanels that will provide
electricity for future needs in various classrooms, especially the six

Please turn to page 10 for

BETTER, MORE
CAMERAS

IB juniors should now have in your possession the IB
Math Studies assignment. This is the first official IB assessment
that must be completed. The assignment was given at the start
of the school year and will be due in no time.
Although it may seem as if there’s much time to slack off and
procrastinate, that is simply not the case. Check the following
statements to see where you are in respect to being on track for
completing this project:
1. Develop a question/experiment that can be tested.
2. Choose a question/experiment you’re interested in,
for you will be working with it for awhile.
3. Make sure there’s enough time to conduct your
experiment the correct way.
4. Become familiar with Excel if you aren’t already.
5. Manage your time wisely; do not wait until the week
before the project is due to throw something together.
6. Develop a close relationship with your teacher; make
sure he or she will be willing to help you, or find
someone who will.
7. Pay attention in class; the skills you learn will be
needed for the project.
8. Take advantage of the intercessions to complete big
chunks of the assignment.
9. Use your resources wisely (i.e. fellow IB seniors)
10. Complete the process and finish strong; do not
become fed up when you know the due date is nearing.
These assignments and grades are sent off to IB. The
score of this assignment will be combined with your score on
the Math Studies test in May to give you a total number of
points that will go towards you earning the coveted IB Diploma.
Get to work juniors, and remember to do your best!

IB SENIORS, ARE YOU ON TRACK?
By Armani Martin
For the most part, Morgan Park High School IB seniors
are dedicated and intelligent students who strive for the best
in every aspect of their lives, but when it comes to balancing
school, extracurricular activities, and college applications, they
sometimes fall off course.
At times, the most challenging part of balancing is planning
how to balance the multiple IAs, the TOK essay and the Extended Essay, and still manage to complete college applications.
Here are some tips in planning to balance the IB coursework
and college applications:
First, get your definite list of schools, and at lunch ask for
recommendations, transcripts, and other necessary material.
Then you have the option to go to your counselor’s office and
begin the essays and college applications, so at home, finishing
the IA, the TOK essay, and the Extended Essay should be the
only items on your agenda.
When it comes to activities, some students try to do it all.
There are IB seniors who participate in five or six clubs, four
sports, and hold an officer position in every single activity they
are a part of.
Although colleges admire overachievers, one must be mature enough to let go of some of the activities that may slow one
down from getting that glorious IB diploma, but sometimes the
toughest part of planning something is just figuring out where to
start.
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The homecoming court winners included (from above left) homecoming queen Bobbie Woods and king Adrian Jefferies, senior attendants
Kanisha Davis and Alex Milton, junior attendants Morgan Williams and Charles Barksdale, sophomore attendants River Bonds and Kierre
Perkins, freshman attendants Bobbie McSwine and Kenneth Trotter.

Photos by Marcella Slay, Tiara Pierce, Ciara
Perry, Tasonee Durrett, Ravyn Hickerson,
Sydney Haney, Tayler Smith, Melody
Sprolls, and Samaria Bryers.
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OPINION

Uniforms are just a rumor, but some would agree to such a mandate
By Courtney Mitchell

S

tudents have been
hearing whispered
rumors about the possibility of
the school instituting a student
uniform, but the acting principal
has dismissed the speculation.
There has been talk by the
student body that acting principal
Everett Edwards decided to give
the school new uniforms during
this school year; however, he said
that it is utterly untrue.
“I have been here for 11
days...I haven't heard anything
about getting uniforms,” Edwards
said early last month.
Currently, there is no genuine
conversation by the administration or the Local School Council about requiring standard
uniforms, but when the rumor
first went around, the voices of
the students who were against
the uniform idea spoke loud and
clear.
“I feel uniforms [would] complicate things at Morgan Park,” junior Stephon Pink said. "Students
look forward to dressing differently to express themselves.”
There is a significant number of elementary and high
schools that require uniforms,
both public and private. And of
those students who attend those
schools, some feel that uniforms
make the high school experience
a bit easier due to not having to
worry about what to wear in the
morning.
Mother McAuley Liberal Arts
High School senior Meena Harper
went into detail about how she
feels about her school, which is
parochial, that requires students
to wear uniforms.
“I love it,” Harper said. ”It
makes my life so much easier. I
can wake up in the morning, jump
in the shower, throw my uniform
on and leave. It also saves me
time in the morning.”
Most private institutions require their student body to wear

specific attire, while it’s often rare
for public high schools to make
such a demand, but the trend is
on the rise.
In fact, in 2007–08, about 18
percent of public school principals reported that their school required students to wear uniforms,
according to the U.S. Department of Education, National
Center for Education Statistics.
In 1999–2000, the percentage of
principals who reported that their
school required students to wear
uniforms was 12 percent.
Also, in 2007–08, approximately 55 percent of public
school principals reported that
their school enforced a strict dress
code, an increase from 47 percent
in 1999-2000.
One CPS high school that has
instituted a new uniform policy is
Chicago Vocational Career Academy. Their school website currently announces: “NEW Uniform
Policy - NO WHITE TEES! White
POLO & navy blue khakis/slacks
ONLY! NO JEANS!”
Similarly, Hubbard High
School in West Lawn requires
students to wear white shirts and
black bottoms, but they may also
wear their class shirts or any shirt
consisting of a Hubbard club/organization.
Thurgood Marshall High
School has their uniform code
very clearly stated in their student handbook: “Students are
expected to wear their uniforms
at all times, unless permission
is granted from the principal.
S.V. Marshall’s uniform is a
maroon top and khaki bottom.
Belts must be worn at all times.
Sagging pants will not be tolerated.”
Perhaps the school with
the most meticulously detailed
uniform policy is TEAM Englewood Community Academy, a
low-achieving school that is now a
charter school trying to improve.
The policy listed on their website specifically states no baggy

BETTER, MORE CAMERAS
continued from page 9
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clothes, no suspenders, skirt
lengths of no more than one inch
above the knee, among a long list
of other requirements.
However, many elementary schools, private and public,
require uniforms. Surprisingly,
85 percent of CPS elementary
schools had uniform policies in
place for the 2007-2008 school
year, according to a 2008 board
press release.
Though most teenaged students are generally against such a

I

science labs. There will also be
new lab tables installed and
power will be installed to the
tables in Room 341.
However, the remaining $200,000+ still needs to
be spent, at the discretion of
the principal. Head engineer
Michael Cox hopes that some
of the money will be spent
toward a bid that was secured
for a 60” flat screen television

and related equipment to be
installed in the library.
Also, some may have
noticed some men and women
wearing hard hats inspecting
the security cameras. CPS is
funding an upgrade of the current safety system, replacing 40
existing cameras with improved
units with greater clarity, and
adding a number of others.
Work is expected this month.

positive reputation with some students. However, there are some
who feel that uniforms can eliminate their chance to showcase
their individuality. Senior Shamir
Brown went into his reasoning
about the effect of uniforms.
“Honestly, I don't really believe that uniforms [would] benefit
Morgan Park,” Brown said. "Like
really, what do we get out of it?
Students want to be able to come
to school and express themselves
by what they wear.”

Autumn is the time for seniors
to get going on college planning
By Tereah Fields

Department of Facilities officials inspect a security camera
on the third floor new building, in preparation for the
upgrade program expected on the surveillance equipment
this month.

policy, there are MP students who
surprisingly agreed with Harper
and feel that uniforms would
take off loads of stress that they
deal with in the morning before
school.
“Uniforms will make our
mornings easier because instead
of wasting time trying to figure
out something to wear, we can
just put on our uniform and head
to school," senior Karissa Johnson said.
Uniforms seem to have a

t’s that time of the year
that seniors begin to
prepare for college. There
is so much to do, and even
though it seems that you have
plenty of time, time will pass
by so fast.
To make matters worse,
some say it is harder to meet
deadlines and talk to teachers
about recommendations, especially if they are involved in
extra-curricular organizations.
“I feel it is too much,”
said senior Sabrina Allen, “and
if we do have deadlines, they
should tell us earlier on and
constantly inform us because
we have so much to do.”
Some counselors feel that in
order to make it easier, students
should make a list of important
deadlines to make it easier.
“Seniors who are part of
after-school activities should
make an effort to prioritize their
time in and outside of school,”

said counselor Adriane Hanes.
“Creating a list of important deadlines and setting deadlines for
themselves will prove helpful for
students in this situation.”
Even though searching for
scholarships, college applications, and other post-secondary
education-related tasks are often
time-consuming, it can be done.
“Often times research and
other college-related tasks can
be taken care of before school, as
well as during their lunch periods,”
said Hanes, “they should also
spend some time on the weekends filling out applications and
writing essays. If you have time to
get online for Facebook and Twitter, you can find the time to apply
to college online as well.”
Even though senior year is
full of fun activities--prom, homecoming, lunching, and just being
able to say, “I’m a senior”--it
comes with its ups and downs.
“I’m so happy about being a
senior, but so far this year has been
too much for me,” said senior Ariel

Williams. “Deadlines, practice, school work, homework,
work--this is basically my whole
day. We have so many things
to remember, and we also have
college to think about.”
There are important dates
that seniors really need to
remember to stay on track.
”The FASFA [Free Application for Federal Student Aid]
needs to be completed once we
enter 2012, so January of a student's senior year, “said Hanes.
There are also some
websites that seniors should
visit. For those preparing for
the ACT exam, visiting www.
actstudent.org, the ACT’s website, is a must. It features many
helpful pages, including test
prep, upcoming test dates, college planning, career planning,
among various other links.
Another great site is www.
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Tribune study says public school students not prepared for college,
but grade inflation may be bigger problem, says contradicting research
By Nyla Southern

Some CPS high schools require school uniforms of a particular color, but TEAM Englewood
Community Academy devotes an entire webpage to explaining their policy in detail. Although only
around 1 in 5 public schools across the nation require their students to wear a specific uniform,
more CPS elementary and high schools are implementing the mandate.
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am ready for
college,” said senior
International Baccalaureate
student Lauren Fulton. “I think
that the hard work and dedication
I put into my IB classes have
prepared me for the road ahead.”
This upperclassmen’s sentiment about taking the next step
in her education is pretty common
among most students. And being
in the challenging IB program,
which features demands similar to
that of the college level, Fulton is
likely prepared to make the transition to post-secondary life.
However, many students don’t
do nearly as well as they think they
will after earning a high school
career GPA of an A or B average.
Surprisingly, many high
school students who have Advanced Placement classes and
a high GPA, have come to the
realization that they might not be
ready for college. Recent studies
have shown that most students
are not as ready as they or their
parents think.
The Chicago Tribune reported
in August, that when students
leave high school with strong
grades, many from the state’s
public schools struggle to earn a B
average as a freshman in the universities and community colleges.
The data showed more than
90,000 students graduated high
school in 2006 to 2008 had an
average GPA of 3.08, or a solid B.
But while in their freshman year
of college, their average fell to a
2.52, or a midrange C.
Now it may appear that just
over a one half of a letter grade
decline isn’t much, but a drop is
a drop.
The Trib found that public

school graduates at 10 of the
state’s 11 four-year universities
averaged less than a 3.0 GPA in
their freshman year. Only 29 of
more 600 public high schools
in Illinois produced graduates
who at least earned a 3.0 GPA
at the state’s public colleges and
universities.
“More and more students
seem to be less prepared for
college; particularly math and
English are not where we would
like them to be,” Chancellor Rita
Cheng of Southern Illinois University at Carbondale was quoted as
saying in the story.
Some students see the dropoff as not so much a need for
more preparation and learning
skills in high school, but simply
need to grow up.
“I don’t think students are
ready for college because they
still need to progress in maturity,”
said senior Dorian Covington.
“They are not ready for college
due to childish[ness].”
High school grads need
more preparation of math, science, English and reading in high
school, to prepare and gear them
up for college courses.
“I think CPS students, as a
whole, are not ready for college,”
said junior Kailani Harris. “I also
think that if they did what was expected of them, then they would
be ready. Now, I personally feel
that I am ready. Even though at
times I may struggle with certain
things, I’m willing to work harder
and learn more for myself.”
Some teachers also see the
problem related to the fact that too
few students challenge themselves
with more difficult course levels,
instead taking regular level classes
in an effort to boost their GPA.
“I think only some of CPS

A Teachers College Record study shows that colleges and universities have increasingly awarded
more A’s and B’s. In fact, about 43 percent of all letter grades given were A’s, an increase of 28
percentage points since 1960. (New York Times graphic)
students are ready for college,”
said teacher Carol Namowicz.
“Those students taking AP
classes, in the IB program, or honors classes are being challenged
daily and are more likely to be
ready for college than students in
a standard curriculum.”

Study concludes colleges
give away A grades
Another study on college grades, published in July,
revealed something altogether
different, although the data
examined was in regards to all the
grades given at the college-level,
not just freshman year.
Ironically, the study that was

GET A JUMP ON PLANNING
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collegeboard.com. It features
links to awards and grants that
recognize academic achievement, searching for colleges,
and advice on how to apply to
college, plus tips on how to write
memorable personal essays.
Another site, www.fastweb.com, is an easy-to-use
site, featuring links to scholarships, colleges, sweepstakes
(although some are run by
major corporations like AT&T),
and informative student news.
And if you are wondering
if applying to college early
is helpful, the answer is yes.
Students who apply early have
a better chance of meeting

priority deadlines which increases
potential for acceptance and
scholarships.
“Students who apply early
also usually have admissions decision back sooner than those who
wait,” Hanes said.
The College Board offers
information about early decision
and early action, as well as benefits and drawbacks for each.
“If you find a college that
you’re sure is right for you, consider applying early,” the College
Board site advises. “Early decision
and early action plans allow you to
apply early (usually in November)
and get an admission decision
from the college well before the

usual spring notification date.
You know by December or
January whether you’ve been
accepted at your first-choice
college.”
And there are significant
differences applicants must be
aware of.
“Early action plans are
similar to early decision plans,
but are not binding,” the site
states. “If you’ve been accepted,
you can choose to commit to the
college immediately, or wait until
the spring. Under these plans,
you may also apply early action
to other colleges. Usually, you
have until the late spring to let
the college know your decision.”

The College Board website features helpful information, including specific advice on how to
write an effective personal statement, as illustrated above. In order to get to the web page,
visit www.collegeboard.com, the click on the Apply to College link, then click the Essay
Skills link.

published in the Teachers College
Record, showed that grade inflation has exploded, particularly with
students being awarded with A’s.
The longitudinal study, that
spans 1940-2008, examined
letter grades given by over 200
four-year colleges, both public
and private. Although the Tribune
analysis only covered public high
school students who attended
in-state public universities during
their freshman year, the Teachers College Record covered all
grades awarded, throughout a
college career.
“A’s represent 43 percent of
all letter grades, an increase of 28
percentage points since 1960 and
12 percentage points since 1988,”
Stuart Rojstaczer, the study’s
author said in a summary. “D’s
and F’s total typically less than 10
percent of all letter grades.”
Perhaps even more interestingly is that the analysis appears
to show that private schools give
better grades than those at public
schools.
“Private colleges and universities give, on average, significantly more A’s and B’s combined
than public institutions with equal
student selectivity,” Rojstaczer, a
former Duke University geophysics professor, wrote.
By the late 2000s, A’s and
B’s represented 73 percent of all
grades awarded at public schools,
and 86 percent of all grades

awarded at private schools, according to the database.
Based on this data, one
could argue that the Tribune’s
conclusion regarding public
universities is flawed, when taking
into account that, based on the
Teachers College Record findings,
state schools are actually more
stringent on students than those
who attend private institutions.
The Trib appears to find fault with
public school freshmen “only”
earning a midrange C average,
suggesting that they should be
earning at least a B or an A.
But that’s the real problem,
according to the Teachers College
study, claiming that A’s are awarded far too often, contradicting the
Chicago paper’s implication.
Apparently, after getting
past freshman year, grades and
GPAs skyrocket, and therein lies
the real problem, according to
the July analysis. A college GPA
becomes meaningless if everyone
who earns a degree has an A+
average.
“As a result of instructors
gradually lowering their standards, A has become the most
common grade on American college campuses,” Rojstaczer wrote
in his conclusion. “Without regulation, or at least strong grading
guidelines, grades at American institutions of higher learning likely
will continue to have less and less
meaning.”

By the late 2000s, A’s and B’s represented 86 percent of all
grades awarded at private schools, and 73 percent of all grades
awarded at public schools. (New York Times graphic)
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By Jakkira Scott

T

rick or Treat, Halloween
is near as the Mustangs
share the must-see and shouldhave-seen scariest movies of
all time, including classics like
Nightmare on Elm Street, The
Hills Have Eyes, and you can’t
forget about Jeepers Creeper.
One student liked a movie
about survivors of a suspensionbridge collapse who learn there’s
no way you can cheat death.
“Final Destination 5 [2011]
is my favorite scary movie,” said
junior Charkael Eggleston. “It was
scary because many people died
in it. My favorite part was when
the girl was getting acupuncture,
then she fell over and died from
the needles.”
Another student liked a
movie about a group of people
who are trapped in an elevator and the Devil is mysteriously
amongst them.
“Devil [2010] was my favorite
scary movie of all-time,” said senior Tereah Fields. “What made it
scary was that I wasn’t expecting
the one [spoiler alert!] that was
killed would be doing the killing.
The best part about the movie
was when they are in the elevator
and the old lady comes off the
[electrical] wire [after hanging to
death] as the devil.”
Then there’s the remake of
a 1981 movie about a guy who
returns to his hometown on the
tenth anniversary of the Valentine’s night massacre that claimed
the lives of 22 people.
“My Bloody Valentine [2009]
was my favorite scary movie,”
said senior Preston Shuttlesworth.
“It’s a scary movie because there
was a lot of blood and gore. The
best part is when a girl got axed
down by the killer.”
Another popular remake is

OPINION
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that of a 1951 Vincent Price movie, but this time it has six friends
that are stranded in a ghost town
with a wax museum, where two
brothers have a special way of
making the wax figures look real.
“House of Wax [2005] is my
favorite scary movie,” said senior
Alex Milton. “It’s scary because
when he cut a girl’s finger, it
freaked me out. The best part
about the movie was when one of
the boys was pealing the wax off
his friend’s skin and he was killed
after.”
Then there’s a movie that
centers around a couple who
move into a suburban home, but
become increasingly disturbed by
a nightly demonic presence.
“Paranormal Activity [2007]
was a must see-movie “said psychology teacher Ryan Berba. “The
best thing about this movie is that
it seemed so realistic. The best
scene was when the movie was
finally over--it really scared me.”
Another movie that’s a
remake from 1980 is about a girl’s
senior prom, which is hoped to
be the best night of her life, but
a sadistic killer from her past has
different plans for her and her
friends.
“Prom Night [2008] really
had me scared,” said junior Kennedy Rhoden. “It’s the best scary
movie because it has so much
suspense you never know when
somebody is going to die. My favorite part was when the girl runs
to the dance floor and the killer
kills her in the construction site
before her boyfriend proposed
to her.”
Even some made-for-TVmovies are scary, including one
with a really creepy clown.
“IT [TV, 1990] was the best
scary movie of all,” said junior
Theodore Jones. “It’s my favorite
movie because it’s about a clown
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that’s killing kids. My favorite
scene would have to be when he
kidnaps a little boy from his birthday party because he thought
that he was the entertainment.”
The third release in a series
of seven films has a psycho who
kidnaps a doctor to keep him
alive while he watches his new
apprentice put an unlucky citizen
through a brutal test.
“Saw III [2006] is the best
scary movie,” said sophomore
Briana Simmons. “What made it
scary was it had a lot of unexpected stuff happening in the movie.
The best scene in the movie was

SPORTS

when he had one of his victims
[Kerry] in armor, but she had to
get the key out of acid before the
armor killed her.”
One creepfest has a family
that looks to prevent evil spirits
from trapping their comatose
child in a realm called The Further.
“Insidious [2010] is my
favorite scary movie,” said senior
Arnell Combs. “What made it so
scary was that it was very suspenseful you never know what
going to happen. The best part
that was mind-blowing was when
the lady took the picture of the

OPINION

man and he was some demon
and he killed her just like that.”
Then there’s a classic flick
featuring a psychotic murderer
institutionalized since childhood
who escapes on a mindless rampage while his doctor chases him
through the streets.
“Halloween [1978] was a
good scary movie,” said junior
Denesha Branch. “It’s a scary
movie because Michael Myers
plays this mysterious character
that goes around killing people
on Halloween. The best part of
the movie was when he killed his
sister.”

ull moons have
become the best
friends of a variety of local
haunted house adventures,
because when darkness falls,
these creepy places seem
to come alive. If you’re bold
enough to visit one, the cold
draft coming from these places
will give your skin the chills.
But no one lives there, no one
who’s alive, anyway.
Keep in mind that no one
under the age of 13 is admitted into any of these regional
haunted houses without a
parent or guardian the operators deem is acceptable. So
leave the kids at home and try
one of these places for a thrill,
but you’ll probably be sleeping
with the lights on, afterwards!
Asylum Xperiment is
located on 1033 N. Villa
Avenue Villa Park. They
can be reached (630) 9419292. Their tickets are
priced at $20 &35 (VIP shorter
line). They guarantee to be the
monster show of a lifetime, featuring “30,000 square feet of
silver-screen magic and mindblowing terror.” Their hours of
operation are Thursdays and
Sundays, 7 p.m. - 10:30 p.m.;

Fridays and Saturdays 7 p.m.-12
a.m, from October 7th through
October 30th.
Statesville Haunted Prison
is located at 17250 S. Weber Road, Crest Hill. They
can be reached at (877)
SCARED2. Their tickets are priced
at $30. They feature a four-story
prison for you to go through and
then make your way through
the City of the Dead before you
become a permanent resident.
Their hours of operation are Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays
and Sundays, 7:00 p.m. - 10:00
p.m.; Fridays and Saturdays, 7:00
p.m. - 11:00 p.m.; from October
1st through October 30th, plus
November 5th and 6th.
Eleventh Hour is located
on 434 East Devon Ave, Elk
Grove Village. Their tickets
are priced at 11th Hour &
Creatures of the Corn: $18, All
four attractions: $23. They feature
four haunted houses: Eleventh
Hour, Creatures of the Corn, The
Catacombs, and Intensity. Their
hours of operation are Sundays
Wednesdays and Thursdays, 7
p.m. - 10 p.m.; Fridays and Saturdays 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.; from September 30 through Halloween.
Nightmare’s Basement of
the Dead is located on 42
W. New York St., Aurora.

They can be reached at (630)
896-2466. Their tickets are
priced at $15. They want you
to enter into the darkness
and walk the corridors of Hell.
Unspeakable mutilation awaits
you. Their hours of operation
are Friday and Saturdays, 7 p.m.
- 11 p.m.; Sundays-Thursdays,
7 p.m. - 10 p.m.; from October
2nd through Halloween.
Dark Summit Is located
on 5700 South Archer
Road, Summit-Argo.
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A

fter observing the teens
around you and the
people they date, you start to
see more and more that students
are dating others that are either
younger or older than them.
“I think you should date whoever catches your eye even if they
are an upperclassman or not,”
said sophomore Nygia Muhammad, who isn’t currently dating an
upperclassman. “Age shouldn’t
be a factor when it comes to
love.”
Most say students date upperclassmen to get more popular.
Some even just do it for the fun
of it.
“You can’t determine fate; if
you fall in love with that upperclassmen, then let it be,” said
sophomore Jada Long, who had

By Doneisha Jackson
re·al·i·ty /rēˈalətē/
Noun: The world or the state of
things as they actually exist, as
opposed to an idealistic or notional idea of them.

#4: In this scene from the 1979 movie Alien

(above), Dallas, the captain of a ship in deep
space, is in a dark air duct looking for an alien
of unknown size and shape, and all he's got is a
flashlight and the flamethrower. Meanwhile the
crew is standing around listening--just listening.
Waiting. One crew member has an electronic
grid displaying Dallas's position within the duct
and then, eventually, the alien's position within
the duct, but it’s hard to tell where it is. Let’s just
say, expect it when you least expect it.

By Jasmine Andrews

If weird and gross are your
thing, check out Eleventh
Hour in Elk Grove Village.
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previous relationships with upperclassmen. “I just let things flow;
whatever happens, happens.”
Upperclassmen are often
perceived as being more mature
and that they don’t engage in a
lot of drama. They are generally
thought to be more respectable
and sociable than those who are
just a bit younger.
“I would do whatever my
heart tells me,” said sophomore
Bhrea Griffin. “I’ve actually been
with an upperclassman that
showed me more attention and
love than anybody I’ve ever been
with. I do believe upperclassmen
are more mature and way more
outgoing then most of my peers.”
The issue of maturity appears
to be a significant factor when
underclassman seek someone for
a relationship.
“I personally wouldn’t date

an underclassman because I
believe they are too young and
immature,” said junior Jasmine
Muhammad. “Underclassmen
usually don’t know what they
want, and I don’t have time for
that; and besides, an underclassman has yet to catch my eye.”
Students may like people
because they are older and know
how to treat them better than an
underclassman, but sometimes
it boils down to more mundane
needs.
“I don’t think underclassmen date upperclassman for the
popularity, but mostly because
we have cars,” said senior Jasmine Griggs, who had a relationship with someone a bit younger.
“I have mostly upperclassmen
friends, but some underclassmen
are cool, too.”
Popularity, cars, parties, and

maturity are top reasons for an
underclassman to have a great
reason to date upperclassmen.
But some don’t really consider
the hard fact of someone’s age as
being a factor.
“Whoever catches my eye
interests me, rather than you’re
my age or older than me,” said
underclassman Eddie Miles.
However, now that some students are now in the upperclassman bracket, they say that they
aren’t going to go with someone
younger.
“When I was an underclassman, all I dated was upperclassmen, but now that I am an upperclassman, I prefer on sticking
with dating the upperclassmen,
said student Maronda Evans. “I
see nothing wrong with dating
underclassmen; I just prefer sticking with my age or older.”

Some teen relationships
could be illegal in Illinois
One serious issue to take
into account, however, is if the
relationship becomes intimate.
In Illinois, the legal age of sexual
contact is 17-years-old. In fact,
even if two 15-year-olds had a
consensual physical relationship,
it would be deemed illegal according to the law.
However, such a “crime” would
likely not be held accountable in the
criminal justice system, but rather
the juvenile justice system. This
would be a matter presented before
a family court judge.
The laws of the adult criminal
system of justice apply to all citizens
even juveniles; however, juveniles
are held accountable to these laws
based on the standards of the
“Juvenile Justice System” where the
emphasis is on rehabilitation.

Popular reality TV is anything but genuine

Visit a haunted house for a good scare Best and worst
Halloween memories
F
W
By Tayler Smith
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Underclass students seek upperclassmen for maturity

The Chicago Film Critics
Association’s top scariest movies of
all-time (2006), with directors:
1. Psycho (1960) Alfred Hitchcock
2. The Exorcist (1973)
William Friedkin
3. Halloween (1978)
John Carpenter
4. Alien (1979) Ridley Scott
5. Night of the Living Dead
(1968) George A. Romero
6. Jaws (1975) Steven Spielberg
7. The Shining (1980)
Stanley Kubrick
8. The Texas Chainsaw
Massacre (1974) Tobe Hooper
9. Dawn of the Dead (1978)
George A. Romero
10. Rosemary's Baby (1968)
Roman Polanski
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ith Halloween drawing
near, many people
relive their past encounters with
the third most celebrated holiday
and the candy they received.
For Halloween, once known
as “Hallows Eve,” Snickers
candy bar is the number one
most popular candy purchased,
with Reese's Peanut Buttercups in
second, followed by Blow Pops.
Every year when Halloween
comes back around, the main
topic is candy. Many have had
their best and worst experiences
with the treats and they are ingrained in memories.
Junior Michael Smith will
never forget his best October
31st candy experience, especially
if it includes butterscotch.
“I was five years old, dressed
as Batman and my little brother as
Robin," Smith said. "When I looked
into my candy bag I had 10 butterscotches in it. I love butterscotch."
Senior Ezekiel Watts’ best
experience wasn't based on how
he got the candy, just how much.
“I got 20 big [Nestle’] Crunch
bars in one night," Watts said.
Senior Monica Packnett got
a big gift wrapped bag of candy
with an assortment of different

candy inside. Her worst experience was getting school supplies
instead of candy.
Sophomore Alexia Moore's
worst experience was actually a
criminal epidemic in Chicago a
few years back.
“My worst experience was
when my friend almost bit into a
piece of candy with a razor blade
in it," Moore said.
Freshman Deonte Taylor's
worst experience was the same.
“While trick-or-treating, I
went to a house and got candy,
but a piece of gum had a razor
blade in it," Taylor said. "The
house also had a Confederate
flag on the side."
Junior Ebiere Sofiyea's worst
experience made her lose a tooth.
“I ate so much candy I got a
really bad cavity and had to get
my tooth pulled,” she said.
Dajah Carter, a sophomore,
stole a whole bowl of candy, yet
instead of a treat she got a trick.
“When I dumped my candy
bag out, half my candy was already open," she said.
“Sophomore Curtis Mitchell
worst experience included all his
chocolate candy.
“When I went into my candy
bag,” he recalled, “all my chocolate candy was melted.”

R

eality TV, to hopefully
many viewers, is
anything but reality. Most
people around the world have
their suspicions about reality
television shows actually being
reality because of the action and
violence that take place on these
shows.
Some people believe what
they see, some people do not
believe any of it is real, some
people believe there are some
scripted parts and some reality
scenes mixed.
Everyone has their own opinion of whether reality shows are
real or fake. However, “57 percent
of 1016 adults believe that reality
TV shows provide a distorted
picture of events while another 23
percent say the shows are [totally
phony],” according to a poll by
cable news provider CNN.
One such person who supports the poll is student BeAnna
Clark.
“I believe reality shows are
fixed the way producers want
them to be and everything is [too
coincidental],” the senior said.
In reality, no one knows the
truth but the producers behind
the shows and the reality stars
featured in the shows.
Some, however, believe the
truth lies somewhere in between.
“I believe reality TV shows
are real because they just show
what the people do in their everyday lives,” said senior Kanisha
Davis, “but I also believe the
behavior is [scripted] because [the
stars] act so fake and anyone can
tell it not real.”
Reality television is a genre
of television programming that
shows “supposedly” unscripted
action, actual events, and usually
features ordinary people instead
of professional actors.
Another name for reality
television is reality shows, and
often are produced in a television
series.
Reality TV portrays exagger-

ated behavior--usually the negative, anti-social kind--to attract
audience viewers and increase
advertising revenue profits.
Participants are often persuaded to act in specific scripted
ways by off-screen "story editors"
or "segment television producers," with the portrayal of events
and speech manipulated to create
an illusion of reality through direction and post-production editing
techniques.
“Take the case of the hated
‘Apprentice’ contender Omarosa
for example,” television critic
Michael Russel said in a Time
magazine story. “She may have
been the victim of reality TV
editors. Some reality TV shows
are edited to be dramatic and
some quotes may actually be
manufactured. Clashes and ugly
feuds between the reality stars
may be constructed and some
parts of the shows may also be
completely edited and cut out so
they don’t make the final show
that people see on TV.”
Unfortunately, some young
adults and children who are
susceptible to being influenced
by the media, watch reality shows
and try to reenact what they see.
If the behavior of reality stars are
being broadcast on television
all over the world, good or bad,
the younger audience may think
it is appropriate to act this way
in public and in the real world
around them.
Some of the actions portrayed on reality shows may affect
and inspire teens and youths
all over the world, although not
everyone is persuaded.
“I would not behave this way
in public because the women act
unladylike and not how women
should present themselves,” said
Davis.
Clark added, “The women in
reality shows act like they have no
home training.”
Most parents disapprove
of the behaviors that are being
broadcast for their young children
to see in reality shows. They
would rather some behaviors and
be kept private and off the television screens for all eyes, of all
ages, to see.
“I believe reality shows are
real because a lot of things that

should be private are being aired
on TV, people are being exposed,
and the truth about them is being
revealed,” said Lorene Jackson, a
mother of a teenager. “[However]
I don’t approve of the behaviors
shown in reality shows because
they promote violence, drugs,
sex, and the reactions that young
adults and children give makes
these actions seem OK.”
But regardless, the individuals on these popular programs are
making lots and lots of money,
despite what they do.
“The Kardashians” pulled in
a reported $65 million since their
arrival on the cable network E! in
2007.
Why is a show like “The Kardashians” a national fascination?
Why is Kim--best known until
four years ago for making a sex
tape--and her sisters’ meaningless squabbles and extravagant,
selfish shopping habits and timewasting waxing appointments
enough of a “plot” for a TV
show?
Some parents would be
angry, and even embarrassed,
if their children acted in
such selfish, spoiled, and
empty-headed ways as
those young women do.
A parent may not have
an opinion about what
is portrayed on TV
until maybe their own
children are on reality
television shows acting inappropriately.
“I would
be furious if my
children behaved
these ways, but at
the same time I
would try to talk
to them to see
what is really
going on,”
said Jackson.
“I never
grew up
around that
type of environment and was not subjected
to that behavior, neither were my
children.
Reality television shows are
the most popular genre on television networks all over the world.
Some of the most famous shows
of today are “Jersey Shore,”

“The Kardashians,” “The Bad
Girls Club,” “Basketball Wives,”
“Teen Mom,” “16 and Pregnant,”
“American Idol,” “Dancing with
the Stars,” “America’s Best Dance
Crew,” and “Born to Dance.”
Millions of Americans are
watching reality TV shows every
day. There’s a show for arguably
every age, gender, race, and even
sexual orientation.
According to a September

13, 2010, New York Times article,
“Reality shows again dominated
ratings this summer, especially
among viewers whom the majority of networks consider most
valuable, those 18 to 49. On
broadcast television, 15 of the
top 20 highest-rated programs
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NOT EXACTLY
REALITY

Be the next ‘Snooki’
New how-to book offers insider details
to get your own reality show

W

ant to be famous like those other nobodies that
do whatever on just about every formulaic reality
TV show ever invented?
How about a prime-time show featuring you and your
family as the stars? You go shopping, get into pointless
arguments, have relationship problems, get stressed,
have weird friends and family members--just like
practically every other hollow reality
show. Why can’t you get your
own series following
your uneventful
life in painful and
embarrassing detail?
Maybe you can.
Check out Reality
TV: An Insider’s Guide
to TV’s Hottest Market,
written by Troy DeVolld,
who has produced
many of the biggest
reality TV hits, including
“Dancing with the Stars,”
“The Surreal Life,” and
“Basketball Wives.”
Promotional material for
the book says readers will
learn what a reality TV writer
does and how to structure a
reality show script (spoiler alert:
the shows have scripts!); advice
on landing an entry-level position,
and negotiating the politics of
reality TV; and even how to develop
a viable show concept, how to pitch
it, and how to get the green-light
from Hollywood decision-makers.
For those who want to act like a
fool (you know
who you are), why not get paid for it?
The book, which was just published in August, has
gotten pretty solid reviews on Amazon, and it only costs
$18.21, plus shipping.

Flat-screen
TV
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Cell phones have become more important than owning a television to many
By Jessica Lansdown

C

ell phones have
become less of a luxury
item in the United States over
the past couple of years. With
the advancement of technology,
and with more and more people
relying on the portable devices,
they have become a necessity to
many people. So much so, in fact,
that some believe that life would
actually be worse without them.
As of 2010, 223 million
people over the age of 13 in the
United States owned cell phones
that they used on a daily basis.
More than eight in ten (83 percent) American adults own some
kind of cell phone, according to
Pew Research Center data.
The worldwide number of
cell phone users was a whopping
4.6 billion cell phone subscriptions the same year, according to
a United Nations report, and the
numbers show no sign of declining anytime soon, with advancements in the technology being
discovered more frequently.
That 4.6 billion number is
particularly significant when one
considers that the entire world
population is expected to hit 7
billion this year, meaning that
over half of humanity has a cell
phone.
Thinking about it another
way, more than one out of every
two people--including new born
babies to the oldest person alive,
from those who are dirt poor to
the world’s richest--have a cell
phone.
Not so long ago, cell phones
did one thing only: make voice
phone calls. Taking users from not
having any internet on-the-go to
having a choice of 3 or 4Gs that
will almost always grant you an
internet connection, and there
are always the obvious benefits
of being able to reach people
wherever they are, whenever you
need them.
“Life would be much worse
for me without a cell phone,”
Tameka Boykin, the mother
of two teenage children,
said. “Not only does it help
me keep up with and have a
constant line of communication with my kids, but I also
use my cell phone for other
purposes, like quickly using
it to pay a bill if I’m not at
home.”
Paying bills is certainly not
the only other thing people use
cell phones to do other than
communicating. Cell phones are
used daily to check social networking sites, send and receive
photos and video, compare the
prices of goods, update blogs,
track packages, and much more.
It seems as though there is an
application, or an “app,” for
just about everything now; and
if those are no longer as easy
to access by people as they
are now with cell phones, most
would feel “out of the loop” or
unprepared for everyday life.
“I feel that my life would
be worse,” University of Illinois
at Chicago college prep senior
Faatimat Rufai said. “Just because I wouldn’t be able to communicate with people as much
as I need too. Especially since
I can [keep up] with people on
Facebook and Twitter through
my phone.”
However, cell phones are not
only important because of their

internet connections and addictive applications, it is their speed
that makes them a must have in
the modern world. It can take a
written days to get to its destination, (longer if it’s to be delivered
across the globe) and it can
sometimes take people forever
to check a voicemail message.
Text messages and messages
sent through phones’ IM apps are
received instantly.
“[Life] would be harder
without them,” Gwendolyn
Brooks senior Karalyn Kelley said.
“Communicating with people
during emergencies would be
much harder and take more time;
more lives would be lost because
of that.”
Cell phones get an A+ rating
in saving time in communicating,
but when it comes to encouraging face-to-face interaction with
others, they fall flat.
“If there were no cell phones,
people would be able to spend
more quality time with one
another instead of texting all
the time,” 35-year-old Chicago
resident Cecelia Thompson said.

what americans need
90

86

67.5

62

45

“Chocolate fondue machine with
tropical fruit, with
a stick included.”
Ashley Hill,
senior

“That more students will focus
on getting their
education.”
Mr. Pearson,
security guard

Flat-screen TV
Dishwasher
Cable
High-speed internet
TV set

CELL PHONE
Home A/C

0

Clothes dryer
Landline phone

2009 Pew Research
poll results above show
the percentage of each item
as deemed a necessity by
Americans.

Car

“People don’t even use full words
anymore.”
The convenience of these
devices is another downfall of the
portable phones, seeing as the
use of them in certain situations

By Karissa Johnson

“Unlimited financial resources
for academics,
sports, and maintenance.”
Kelly McElligott,
Social Science
teacher
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If a genie in a bottle gave you one wish
for Morgan Park what would it be?

“That we will
have a better
auditorium.”
Jalani Johnson,
seventh grade

55

22.5

corridor
quips
“My wish would
be better tasting
lunches during
lunch time and
working vending
machines.”
Chayliss Bell,
freshman

59

45

“That they will
be better young
people as role
models.”
Keyshawn
Carpenter,
sophomore
“My wish will
be that Ms.
Washington will
be principal, so
when I leave this
place, it will be in
good hands.”
Thomas
Arrington,
Social Science
teacher
“I wish [there]
would be a Harold’s Chicken in
the lunchroom.”
Reggie Rogers,
junior

“I wish we would
have a better
tardy policy.”
Sydney Ellzey,
sophomore

“A better school,
brand new building.”
Breanna Scott,
senior

has led to laws being passed
that ban them or make their use
illegal.
As of September 2011, 34
states have made any type of cell
phone use while driving illegal,
and there has been discussion
on whether texting while riding
a bike should be illegal, as well,
in states such as California and
Illinois.
“[I don’t think] life would be
better without cell phones, but
it would be simpler,” said Illinois
State University freshman, and
former Morgan Park student Kymberly Perteete. “There would be
[fewer] car accidents, and people
would probably be forced to be
more involved with the things
that go on around them if their
faces are forced out of their cell
phones.”
Although the idea of “forcing” people from using their cell
phones sounds like a great idea
to cut down the usage of the devices, it’s not as easy for people
to actually put their cell phones
down as it may seem.
“I’m absolutely and completely addicted to my phone,”
28-year-old Evergreen Park
resident Jason Green said. “I’m
on it for a majority of the day
because of all the things it gives
me access to. If I put it down, I’m

instantly bored.”
This is, however, not just
an American addiction. Onethird of the British would not
give up their mobile phone in
exchange for $1 million British
pounds (or $1.5 million U.S. dollars), according to a 2007 study
sponsored by Carphone Warehouse with the London School
of Economics.
Perhaps more surprisingly,
the English study found that
among British users aged 16-24,
most said they “would rather give
up alcohol, chocolate, sex, tea
or coffee than live without their
mobile phone for a month.” In
contrast, older respondents were
quicker to give up their phone
than drinking tea, a very popular
English beverage.

Distraction?
The cell phone is distracting
to most people, and can cause
trouble if used at the wrong
times. But the pros outweigh the
cons in their defense. Efficiency
trumps minor setbacks within the
debate of whether cell phones
are good or bad.
“[Cell phones] can be a great
thing if used responsibly,” Orland
Park teacher Deborah Monegan
said. “They are a great technological advancement.”

NOT EXACTLY REALITY
continued from page 11

among that younger adult
group were reality or unscripted
shows.”
The producers and writers of
these shows are the main causes
of the public’s suspicions. They
reportedly modify some actions
and events to keep their audience’s attention and to bring in
more viewers. Popularity
drives advertising which
drives profit, which is the
basic reason behind providing television shows.
“The editors have
grown to become the
new storytellers, altering
sequences and the course
of events and contextual
elements to weave together a story that’s radically different from what
went down," said J. Rupert
Thompson, a director and
producer, according to an
NBC New York web story
run in April 2009.
“As soon as they get
into an unreal situation,

one could argue that it’s scripted,
because the situation is created
by the producers. What makes it
so compelling is that you never
know what a real person’s reaction to an unreal situation will be.
That’s why you get such great
stuff on reality TV.”
Some of the stars in reality
programming may not approve of
how they have to represent themselves in order to keep audience
interested in these shows. They
may behave the way they are told
for business purposes, and to
make profit of their own.
Participants of these shows are
purportedly given warnings and
they have to sign extensive and
detailed legal waivers that protect
the network from any liability if
someone gets hurt on the show.
“When all is said and done,
some people on the reality shows
say that they were unfairly represented and the reality is taken out
of he show,” according to critic
Russel, “therefore making the
show pure entertainment.”
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26-20 (5-2); then, in Week 7, they
capitalized on a winless Bogan, 19-7.
Quietly, the Mustangs were
in the unlikely position of playing
for the Prairie State crown against
Hubbard who was 4-0 in the
conference (6-1 overall), while MP
was 3-1 (3-4).

Underdogs vs. Greyhounds
in title dogfight
Dramatically, rainy skies
cleared just minutes before the 7
p.m. kickoff for the crucial game
between the Mustangs and the
Greyhounds, who were expected
by many to win. But right from
the opening kickoff, the Green
and White played like they were
possessed--and Hubbard wasn’t
prepared for that.
On the opening possession,
the Mustangs methodically moved
the ball down the field in a 50+ yard
scoring drive, finished with a short
touchdown pass from quarterback
Andre Newel to wide receiver Javon
Bright, going up 7-0.
The Greyhounds apparently
thought they had the game sewn
up even before it started, going
for it on fourth down on their first
two possessions, despite being
near midfield. Their confidence

was misplaced, especially considering the history these two rivals
have had since they were placed
in the same conference in 2002.
Since realignment in a
decade ago, the Mustangs have
now owned the Greyhounds,
winning 80 percent of the battles
(8-2), losing only in ‘06 and ‘02.
The two have also fought
each other for the title in each of
the last nine years. During this
period, MP has been Prairie State
champ seven times (including this
year), while Hubbard did so in
‘08, ‘06, and ‘02. In 2002, MP only
made it to third place.

Mustangs continue
to score on, stifle opponent
Later, in the second quarter,
the Mustangs defense kept the
intense pressure on the Greyhound QB, while the offense kept
moving the ball, scoring another
TD with less than two minutes
in the half, courtesy of a 36-yard
Newell-to-Bright connection.
Early in the third quarter,
running back Charles Bournes
took off down the field on a long
run, but was caught from behind
on the 1-yard line. However, he
forced his way into the end zone
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on the next play, going up 20-0,
stunning the Greyhounds.
Hubbard managed to get on
the board late in the third, 20-8,
but the Mustangs quickly followed up with another Bournes
TD early in the fourth quarter,
27-8, after getting great field
position, thanks to a blocked punt
by sophomore Jareem Fleming.
With under five minutes to
go, the Greyhounds managed
another TD, 27-14, but it was too
little, too late, with the Mustangs
winding down the clock to wrap
up the victory and conference title.

They just needed
to ‘believe’
Even before the team had
turned everything around, the
coach held steadfast to his belief
in the team, stressing that the
Mustangs had the pieces in place
to be victorious.
“We will continue to do drills,
work hard, establish discipline, focus more, have pride, and believe,”
said Gold in a previous interview.
Apparently, they have.
And now that they’re in the
playoffs, this team is hitting on
all cylinders at just the right time.
Who knows what can happen now.
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Girls volleyball squad hopes
for victory in state regionals

Middle front Roberta Mays blocks a tip from a Carver opponent,
while Courtney Mitchell and Erin Robinson look to cover. (Photo
by Karissa Johnson)
By Raven Wrightsell

O

ver the two-week
break from school,
the girls participated in the city
playoffs where they competed
against Lincoln Park High School.
Although the girls suffered a
loss, they played their hardest and
have very positive outlooks for the
upcoming state championship.
“Everyone was very supportive and we all worked together
to play our best,” said teammate
Raven Wrightsell. “Even though

we did not win, I still think we did
an awesome job.”
Along with have city playoffs,
the girls also played in a tournament at Little Village High School
where they finished 4-2.
“We played really hard and
kept our spirits high during the
tournament, leading us to do very
well, I am so proud of the team,”
said captain Titiana Jordan.
On October 24, they will be
competing in the state sectionals
against Noble Street Charter at
Oak Forest High School.

Gold brings his experience and love of football to MP
By Karissa Johnson

T

hirty-four year old
varsity football head
coach Jeremy Gold is the child
of Aubrey and Celia Gold, and is
originally from Michigan, moving
to Chicago after being hired
to fill former head coach Lexie
Spurlock’s position.
Gold played linebacker at
Central Michigan for four years
alongside his twin brother, Jason. His
other brother, Ian, is a retired NFL
linebacker who played seven years
with the Denver Broncos and one
year with the Tampa Bay Buccaneers.
“I’ve been coaching for 13
years and counting,” said Coach
Gold.
Gold has had coaching positions at a number of schools in the
last few years: the University of
Northern Iowa, Grand Valley State
University, Wayne State University,
and Ann Arbor Pioneer High School.
“I switched jobs because they
were all promotions to my next
stage of being head coach,” said
Gold. “That’s why I came to MP.”
Why be a coach?
“Next best thing to playing,”
he said.
Coming to MP has not been
an easy transition, especially in
the face of all the expectations
students had. Opening up the
season with four consecutive
losses, tied with replacing an
historically winning coach didn’t
win Gold any supporters.
However, in hindsight, a
combination of things have contributed to the difficult season: a
completely new coaching staff,
philosophy, strategy, and plays; a
number of key players were lost
due to graduation and transfers;
plus, the first three opponents
were formidable.
The varsity team has had a
tough schedule among the Public
League teams this year, playing
Providence Catholic, Mount Carmel
(#6), and Simeon (#14) losing all

Head coach Jeremy Gold
encourages LB Eddie Scott
during an early season game.
three games. But perhaps the
most surprising loss came against
Amundsen in Week 4, falling 15-13.
With things looking pretty
grim to much of the student
body, the coach still held fast to
his plan.
“We will continue to do drills,
work hard, establish discipline,
focus more, have pride, and believe,” said Gold.
With the pressure on, the
Mustangs pulled out a comefrom-behind win against Orr
(3-3) in the homecoming game in
September, 13-7.
Then, in what many bloggers are saying was a huge upset,
the Mustangs followed up with a
victory over then-undefeated Illini
Prairie State conference leader
Robeson (5-1), 26-20.
The record for Spurlock’s
success is still on many Mustangs’ minds and has cast a long
shadow, thanks in part to going to
the playoffs for 11 post-seasons
straight. But Gold is ready to
bring the team success his way.
“I don’t feel pressured because I have to do my own strategy
of coaching,” said Gold. “I understand Spurlock was good, but you
know I’m my own person.”
Some have speculated that

Gold was hired because he was
rumored to be related to the former principal who hired him.
“I’m not related to Dr. Beryl
Shingles,” said Gold.
When the team had yet to
win a game, there were some
who thought the coach might
change some of his strategy,
particularly on defense. Currently,
the Mustangs use what’s called a
3-man front, as opposed to Spurlock’s 4-6 defense.
“No, [we won’t be changing;]
that’s our pace package,” he said.
“[But] If I feel like it’s needed,
then we would.”
Some have wondered if
changing the system and plays
have contributed to the early
losses, but the coach said that
isn’t the real stumbling block.
“The system was [introduced]
back in June, and they had 25
contact practices, then you had
fall camp,” Gold said. “The

system has been implemented,
so it’s nothing new; the kids have
learned it.”
The coach said the plays will
be effective, but what actually
happens on the field is what will
determine the wins and losses.
“[It’s the] execution of the
scheme...assignments,” Gold
said. “They got to step up.”
Then, in Week 7, the Mustangs continued their winning
streak to three-in-a-row, beating Bogan who had yet to win a
game. Morgan Park 19, Bogan 7.
And then, to top things off,
the Mustangs won the Illini Prairie
State conference title against
favored Hubbard, 27-14.
Keeping the team positive
and keeping the faith has been
important.
“I was told by a wise individual back in the day that you
can’t follow the floor, so we’re on
the floor and we’re going to get

up,” Gold said. “There are some
kids that care; they have pride
with everyday strapping up their
jerseys, and those are the kids
that we need to find so we can
get this thing going in the right
direction.”
And winning can cure alot of
ills, starting with the homecoming
victory.
“I felt happy like the kids came
out and played for 45 minutes,” he
said. “They came together.”
Varsity football practice is
held until almost 7:30 p.m. everyday after-school to prepare for
the games.
Gold also hopes that fans will
return to the stands.
“I appreciate all the students,” the coach said, “and as we
close out the season, please continue to support the Mustangs.”
To learn more about Coach
Jeremy Gold, visit his website at
www.jeremygold.com.

HAUNTED HOUSES
continued from page 13

They can be reached at (708)
496-1012 . Their tickets are
priced at $10. They announce
that you will be amazed as you
step foot into Dark Summit.
Here you will see sites that will
shock, amaze, and scare you
right out of your skin. They
have fun and frights galore.
Their hours of operation are
Fridays - Sundays 6 p.m. 11 p.m., from October 7th
through Halloween.
Abyss Haunted House
is located on 7502 East
Hansel Road, Channahon. They can be
reached at 815-467-6766.
Their tickets are priced at $17,
$13 with group of 10 or more.
They feature an “unspeakable
portal to horror so deep and
black, it is known only as…
Abyss.” Their hours of opera-

tion are Sundays and Thursdays,
7 p.m. - 10 p.m.; Fridays and
Saturdays, 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.; from
October 1st through the 30th.
Massacre Haunted House
is located on 3440 Odyssey Court, Naperville. They
can be reached at 630956-3095. Their tickets are
priced at $20. They say if you
survive Midnight Massacre, stay
and enjoy over 250 arcade games
and more inside of Odyssey Fun
World! Their hours of operation
are Thursdays, 7:00 p.m. -11:00
p.m.; Fridays and Saturdays, 7:00
p.m.-12:00 a.m.; Sundays, 7:00
p.m. - 11:00 p.m.; from October
1st through Halloween.
Sweet Dreams Haunted House is
located on 11901 S. Cicero
Avenue, Alsip. Their tickets
are priced at $10. Sweet
Dreams Haunted House

combines live action and special effects for a unique and
terrifying experience. Their
hours of operation are Fridays
and Saturdays, 7 p.m. - Midnight; Sundays - Thursdays, 7
p.m. -10 p.m.; from September 30th through Halloween.
Amhurst Asylum is
located on 228 South
500 West Valparaiso,
IN 46385. They can be
reached at 219-4644425. Their tickets are priced
at $20. They feature Dr.
Amhurst's experiments that
run free through this once
well-known insane asylum.
Their hours of operation are
Sundays and Thursdays, 7 p.m.
- 10 p.m.; Friday & Saturdays
7 p.m. - 11 p.m; from September 30th through Halloween.
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From whoa to wow!
Mustangs win conference title

Girls tennis
takes second
in city

Jaleyah Walker goes high
to deliver a smash against
her Gwendolyn Brooks
opponent in September.
By Breanna Stewart
RB Charles Bournes (#2) salts the game away with his first of two touchdowns (lower left hand corner) in the second half against
Hubbard last Thursday night. The Mustangs took control of the conference title game right from the opening kickoff, with the
defense shutting out the Greyhounds for most of the game, while the offense took long, time-consuming scoring drives, stunning
their then 6-1 opponent.

O

pening loss to
Providence. Check.
Shut-out against the Caravan.
Check. Forty-point loss to
Simeon. Oh-no. Defeated by
lowly Amundsen. Not good.
After going 0-4 in head
coach Jeremy Gold’s inaugural
season, things weren’t looking

good and few believed much of
anything positive could happen
with only four games remaining
on the regular season schedule.
But his team believed.
Who would have thought
that after only scoring 26 points
the first four games, while allowing 114, these Mustangs would

be crowned Illini Prairie State
conference champions?
These Mustangs did.
A different varsity team appeared to take the field at Gately
Stadium last Thursday evening
from the one that had been playing much of the 2011 campaign.
Although they had strung togeth-

er three conference-level victories,
including the 13-7 homecoming
win over Orr, the games had still
been relatively close.
In Week 6, MP beat Robeson,

Please turn to page 15 for

CONFERENCE
CHAMPS

A

fter going
undefeated in
the regular season, the girls
varsity tennis team, coached
by Lamont Bryant, took
second place at the city
championship last month.
The girls lost to Whitney Young Magnet in both
individual matches and the
championship match, finishing behind them.
The girls went on to the
state round this past Friday
and Saturday.

Mustangs get crucial interception for homecoming win
By Destenii Anderson

T

he varsity football team,
students, and staff got
ready all week for the annual
homecoming game back on
September 23, all looking forward
to perhaps the biggest game of
the then-young season.
The huge victory was delivered on a tipped ball that was
intercepted and returned for what
turned out to be the winning score
late in the game, giving the Mustangs not only another homecoming W, but the first win of the year.
The team had been struggling with a tough season, suffering a dismal record of 0-4, but
many anticipated that the Mustangs could pull through and get
this win against the Orr Spartans,
who were then 2-2.
MP previously won 91 percent of homecoming games in
the past 11 years and hoped to
keep this legacy alive.
Everyone, including the
players, was pepped up from the
pep rally held earlier that day.
Students and teachers were all
excited and ready for the game to
begin. The Mustangs had high expectations to live up to because
of their recent record.
Fans had to race to Gately
Stadium to see the game, since it
had an unusually early kick-off at
3:30 p.m.
In the first quarter, both

Defensive back Dareil Crowder (#5) returns an interception for the game-winning touchdown against Orr in last month’s
homecoming victory.
teams appeared to struggle, particularly on offense, with neither
team getting much in the way of
yardage.
Once the second quarter got
underway, the defense started
to come back into play, and they
earned multiple three-and-outs
against the Spartan offense.
The Mustang offense sputtered, but started to pick up more
yardage.
Unfortunately, Orr scored
through the air with just 11 seconds left before halftime, leaving the score 7-0 and the crowd
feeling a sense of uncertainty and
dread, fearing the Mustangs might
not be able to pull this one out.

After a great halftime show
by the marching band and all the
spirit groups, both teams came
out with their game faces on,
ready to play.
The defense gave up significant yardage, but they didn’t let Orr
score on them the rest of the game.
The offense moved the
ball well down the field, and RB
Charles Bourne rushed 16 yards
for the first Mustang TD, on a
third down play; after the extra
point was kicked, the game was
all tied up. It gave everyone a
sense of relief.
“I felt surprised and happy
when I scored,” the sophomore
running back said.

With new energy and confidence, the Mustangs came out
aggressively in the fourth quarter,
especially on defense. On a deflected pass by LB Eddie Scott, DB
Dareil Crowder snatched the pick
and took off 57-yard, lifting MP
for the go-ahead score. But after a
mishandled snap, the extra point
failed, leaving the score 13-7.
After the exciting interception/return, very single person in
the crowd stood up and cheered
because the Mustangs had hope
of winning their first game and
also the homecoming game.
“At that point I felt like all
the coaching had paid off,” said
Crowder.

With less than five minutes
to play, the offense managed the
clock well, and the defense held.
“This was a hard-earned win,”
said head coach Jeremy Gold,
“[but] I knew we could do it.”
Fans were ecstatic about the
win that some felt was a surprise.
“I’m not going to lie,” senior
Gabrielle Richmond, “I didn’t
want to go at first because I
thought they were going to lose,
but they ended up winning so I’m
extremely happy!”
The victory couldn’t have
come at a better time.
“I felt like it was a team effort,” said Crowder. “We wanted
and needed that win so badly.”

