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Renovation project
expected to ramp up
over winter break
Plus, new bleachers
expected to be
installed in boys
gym this week
By Darren Davis

W

hile the capital
renovation
project has continued during
this past fall, it is expected
to surge during the coming
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Cheer, pom squads a step closer
to being cast on MTV’s ‘Made’
By Brittney Prince

R

winter intercession while the
school is closed to students.
Unfortunately, it won’t mean
the conclusion of the over $23
million project.
During the three week
Track E winter vacation, the
number construction workers
is anticipated to increase in an
effort to speed the remaining
projects along, although some

epresentatives from
MTV’s hit show
“Made” visited Morgan Park
last month, holding auditions
for prospective candidates
in the library. And just last
week, Assistant Principal Remy
Washington was notified
that one student’s effort has
sparked interest among the
program’s producers, earning
her and two spirit groups a
more serious look this week.
MTV producers e-mailed
Washington, stating that cheer-

Please turn to page 4 for

RENOVATION
CONTINUES

leader captain Sydney Patterson’s
audition captured their attention,
and that she and her fellow team
members have made it to the
second round of consideration.
Patterson’s wish on “Made” is to
become a state cheer champion.
Interestingly, MTV also wants
to include another spirit group,
the pom-pon team, in addition to
the cheer squad, to be followed
by the network program’s film
crew as part of their “green-light
shoot.” It’s during this time that
the crew will tape the day-today life of Patterson and the two
spirit squads to see if they have

“a good story,” according to
Washington, worthy of being
televised.
Their visit is planned for
Tuesday, December 4 through
Thursday, December 6.
Unfortunately, it doesn’t
appear that the cheer or pom
squad will be able to perform
at the Lady Mustang varsity
basketball team’s home game
against Hyde Park on Thursday,
since it will likely be postponed

Please turn to page 2 for

TRYING TO MAKE
IT ON ‘MADE’

MP slips to Level 3 probation status
By Maggie West
and Maya James

C

INSID E

hicago Public Schools
(CPS) released their
2012 School Report Cards last
month, identifying Morgan
Park High School as a Level
3, or having “Low Academic
Standing,” shocking many at the
school.
MP is now officially on academic probation. Under the CPS
Performance Policy, schools earn
points for many different metrics,
or measurements, including their
academic trends, student growth
on standardized tests, and graduation rates.
The school is now a Level 3
school, which means we earned
less than 44 percent of the total
points possible. According to
the released data examining the
four-year trend, MP has not been
improving enough in areas including the PSAE math and reading,
ACT scores, freshmen on-track
to graduate, and International
Baccalaureate and Advanced
Placement testing success.
So is the 95-year-old institution a bad school, as some will
quickly interpret the Level 3
brand?
“It’s not that we aren’t a
good school, we just have to

show more growth,” said Assistant Principal Remy Washington.
“We need to get that ACT score
in the nineteens and twenties, we
need more students meeting and
exceeding on the PSAE. We need
more freshmen passing and not
becoming demote freshmen.”
One of the popular metrics
used to judge a school is the
Junior Class’ ACT composite
average. In 2011, 11th graders
earned a 17.8, and according
to a City of Chicago Data Portal
ranking of CPS data, that average
score was 20th among 84 district
high schools (10 others listed did
not have ACT data available for
ranking).
But ACT scores are not the
only thing that CPS looks at. If it
were, MP, whose
juniors earned
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due to expected renovation work
being conducted this week in the
boys new gymnasium. New, modern bleachers are to replace the
existing, decades-old seating and
will likely take most of the week
to complete.

Twenty-five tried out

Senior and captain of the cheerleading team, Sydney Patterson,
is launched in a basket-toss routine (top) at the Mustang
boys varsity basketball season opener last Thursday against
Southland Prep. After auditioning for “Made” representatives
last month, Patterson’s wish to become a state cheer champ is
nearing reality with a “green-light shoot” being conducted for
her, the cheer squad, and the pom team this week. (Photo by
Julian Tripp)
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Students of any grade level
could tryout to be featured on an
episode of the popular cable program, and 25 students auditioned
in the library back in mid-November. However, some left before
they actually performed for MTV
representatives, according to IB
coordinator Morgan Mudron, who
assisted Washington with organizing the TV reps’ visit.
Initially, the first few participants were given 15 minutes to
tryout, but due to time constraints, those who followed were
limited to 2-3 minutes to prove
their worth.
With the “Made” representative spending so much time, initially, on the student candidates,
Mudron got the impression that
MTV “really liked our kids.”
She added that there were
lots of students who wanted to
become gospel and R&B singers,
while others included a desire
to be a boxer, a mime, and a
comedian.

Whether it’s to be a rapper,
a dancer, model, or ladies’ man,
“Made” works to offer assistance
in any category and for any goals.
For those who feel like they
have done all they can do on their
own, but haven’t quite broken
through to reach success, “Made”
steps in.
“The series continues to give
viewers first-hand accounts of
personal transformations and expert guidance,” the MTV program
summary states on their website.
Some hope that this opportunity will be just what they need
to make their hopes into reality.
“I feel like I just don’t have
the money, the materials, and the
support to follow my dream,“said
senior Janel Pilate, who auditioned to be made into an R&B
singer.

Making it on ‘Made’
Reality television shows have
had some history with seeking
Mustangs. For the last two years
there have been auditions for
different shows looking for new
faces.
“We had a good experience last year, so we wanted to
continue that and continue to find
people,” said Nate Johnson, a
casting producer for the Emmy
award-winning MTV show. “I
expect to see a lot of energy and
excitement for the opportunity
and honesty.”
“Made” is a show designed
to help teenagers and young
adults reach all types of goals and
dreams they have. Over their 12
year run of episodes, there have
been people wanting to become
a professional model, a go-go
dancer, a roller derby professional, a punk rocker, a prom queen,
and a salsa dancer, along with a
wide range of other things.
Although everyone can’t be
chosen that shouldn’t stop them
from trying to reach their dreams.
“Go out and try, try, try, try,
try,” Johnson said. “If you want to
be an actor, you have to audition.
I look for kids who have taken
their own initiative.”

The cheerleading team performs during boys basketball game
last week. (Photo by Julian Tripp)
Once a candidate auditions
and makes the cut and is selected,
there is at least one month of intensive training with a coach/ mentor who excels in that field. The
mentor helps the teen become
more confident in the chosen skill
by scheduling training sessions
and becoming a close ally.
The concept of the show may
seem simple to some, but many
people who want to reach their
goal are, unfortunately, too timid
to be on camera. In an effort to
help calm people’s fears, only one
person with a handheld camera
handles the production for the
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episode so family and classmates
wouldn’t feel too uncomfortable,
according to the information
given by MTV.
Throughout the show’s run,
many of the participants find it
hard to reach their goal for many
different reasons, especially for
a lack of support, resources, and
confidence, all of which often
hinder their dreams.
“Achieving this could help
me talk to people more, open up,
and do things I’ve always wanted,” said freshman Jessica Barber,
who auditioned to be molded
into a more confident person.
“Made” could also be a stepping stone for someone who finds
that they love the fantasy that
they dream of. Some feel that going through the rigorous training
with a supportive mentor is what

Production
Regional Publishing Corp.
Palos Heights, Illinois

The pom pon team will also be filmed during the three-day MTV
fill crew visit. (Photo by Julian Tripp)

they really need to get out there.
“Well, honestly, I just want to
be someone special,” freshman
Essence Kimball said. “I want to
be an actress, an original copy,
someone legendary.”
There is no specific limit to
the number of those who tried
out who could get a callback. If
you auditioned and you are chosen as a potential participant, you
should have received a call within
a week to two weeks from the
audition from the casting team
with follow up questions.
Some students who might
not have known about the audition still have the hope to be cast
by shooting a video telling MTV
why they want to be made that
can be submitted via online at
dropitto.me/madecasting.

EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to the
editor. All letters must have a name and division number. We reserve the right to edit
all letters for mechanics, length, and content.
Please submit responses with name and division to Mr. Majeske or any member of the
newspaper, or to KEMajeske@cps.edu.
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other areas, such as the number
of freshmen who fail core classes
and overall student attendance
rates, have shown negative trends
(see chart on page 4).
Sinking to Level 3 earns
a school academic probation,
meaning, in the short term, interventions for academic improvement will be instituted. However,
some privileges could also be
potentially taken away from
students, thanks to the declining
attendance rate.
For many school districts, including CPS, the funding schools
receive is based on their students’
attendance rate, which includes
unexcused absences and tardies

M

any have grumbled
over the last 10 years
that EMPEHI isn’t what it once
was. Now, with the Chicago
Board of Education stigmatizing
MP with the dreaded Level 3
label, indicating that we are of
“Low Academic Standing,” longstanding fears have become a
reality.
Though Morgan Park students’ standardized test scores
rose slightly last year, for the
most part, many of the areas in
which Chicago Public Schools
(CPS) officials judge its institutions have stagnated. Worse yet,
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to class. If a school has poor student attendance, the school gets
less money, and, thus, has less
money to support its programs
and activities.
In the longer term, if MP is
unable to move forward from
Level 3, the CPS Performance
Policy states that “In some cases,
more rigorous interventions, such
as a school turnaround, principal
removal, or school closing may be
the best option to ensure that all
students at the school receive a
high quality education.”
Many students are unaware
of the situation, but 17-year-old
senior Arshayle Huggins has a
clear message for students.

“Get to class on time!” Huggins said. “ Everybody is always
complaining about how our
school is weak, but nobody is putting forth the effort to fix it.”
Though the students hold
most of the blame for their attendance issues, some students point
the finger at the staff of Morgan
Park for students’ behavior.
“It’s definitely not fair to the
students,” senior Jana WaltonPaige said. “The teachers and the
staff should do something to try
to fix it.”
Similarly, senior Lisa Barbie said, “I feel like that’s a bit
extreme, because I’m sure the
activities aren’t the real reason we

riculum improvements, or other
interventions. The goal of these
changes is to improve the school’s
ability to provide high-quality
instruction to students.
Once those affected hear the
bad news, many try to figure out
what and who to blame. However,
it’s not as simple as that, accord-

ing to the acting principal.
“There is an accountability
piece for students, as well as
parents, of course teachers, and
the big ball rests right here on administration,“ Dr. Everett Edwards
said. “ We are the ones most
accountable for how will a school
does or doesn’t do. A principal

03

aren’t doing well academically.
The board should send in help
before they punish us.”
Some students find the idea
of Morgan Park’s low performance
shocking. Johnny Stevenson, a
senior and member of the baseball team, finds the news hard to
believe as he has a sense of pride
for the students.
“Really? Not Morgan Park,”
Stevenson said. “I would’ve never
guessed our school could perform at such a low level,” adding,
“but with our students, we should

Please turn to page 4 for

PROBATION
IMPRESSIONS

MP BRANDED LEVEL 3
continued from page 1

that are administered throughout
the school year, many students
don’t appear to make an earnest
attempt to do their best.
“Students don’t always take
these test seriously because they
are not getting a grade on it,” testing coordinator Gerald Moore said.
There are many steps that

are necessary to take in order to
raise MP out of the Level 3 status.
When a school is placed on
probation, the school’s Network
Chief will work with the school to
develop a probation plan. This
plan may include changes to
the school’s budget and school
improvement plan (CIWP), cur-

Using Chicago Public Schools Progress Report Card data for 2011
posted on the City of Chicago Data Portal, information for 93 high
schools can be compared to that provided by the recent Report
Cards released last month for 2012. Schools are now categorized
as being Level 1 (Excellent Standing), Level 2 (Good Standing), and
Level 3 (Low Academic Standing). Between the two years, there
was some movement between the three levels, but most schools
remained at the same level. However, the number of Level 3 schools
(the lowest rating) is still the largest and grew by four schools
(including MP). Four more schools advanced to Level 1, while one
school actually fell from this rank (Phoenix Military Academy).

Falling to

Level 3

The following schools were Level 2 for 2011
but are now Level 3
◊ Austin Polytechnical
◊ Chicago Military Academy
◊ Collins Academy
◊ Edward Tilden Career Community
◊ Gordon Hubbard
◊ MORGAN PARK
◊ North-Grand
◊ Roberto Clemente Community Academy
◊ TEAM Englewood Academy
◊ Thomas Kelly
◊ VOISE Academy
◊ William Rainey Harper
◊ World Language Academy

Falling to

Level 2

The following school was Level 1 for 2011
but is now Level 2
◊ Phoenix Military Academy

Rising to

Level 1

The following schools were Level 2 for 2011
but are now Level 1
◊ Von Steuben
◊ George Washington Carver Military
◊ Infinity Math, Science and Technology
◊ Lake View

School Progress Reports
Of the 93 high schools listed in 2011:
Level 3
◊ 39 schools were
Level 2
◊ 33 schools were
Level 1
◊ 11 schools were
◊ 10 schools were unrated/Not Enough Data
For 2012, of the 93 high schools:
Level 3
◊ 43 schools are
Level 2
◊ 26 schools are
Level 1
◊ 14 schools are
◊ 10 schools are unrated/Not Enough Data

Rising to

Level 2

The following schools were Level 3 for 2011
but are now Level 2. However, these schools
are still on probation. Schools on probation
must achieve a Level 1 or Level 2 rating for two
years in a row to be removed from probation.
◊ Gage Park		
17 years (on probation)
◊ Benito Juarez		
10 years
◊ Charles Steinmetz
9 years
◊ John F. Kennedy
9 years
◊ Nicholas Senn
9 years
◊ Percy Julian		
9 years
◊ William Bogan
9 years
◊ John Hancock
6 years
◊ Edwin Foreman
5 years

Years on Probation
The following are a small selection of schools
that are Level 3 and have been on probation for
more than three years:
9 years
Fenger 		
17 years Simeon		
9 years
Marshall
17 years Hyde Park
8 years
Harlan		
17 years Dyett		
5 years
Robeson
17 years Bowen		
4 years
Dunbar		
12 years Curie		
Corliss		
11 years

can’t principal if teachers aren’t
teaching; teachers can’t teach if
students aren’t learning, so there
is a whole lot of accountability to
go around.”
Similarly, pointing fingers
at any one group won’t improve
the school, said IB coordinator
Morgan Mudron.
“I don't think anyone is at
fault,” she said. “I think we need
to look at the numbers and what
exactly got us on probation. I
don't think it's anyone's fault, I
think it's just saying okay this is
how CPS is judging and what we
can do to improve in those areas.”
Academic probation for
a high school means that the
board is telling the schools that
they aren’t meeting its standards
needed to improve.
“This lets us know that
changes need to be made to
meet the standards,” said English
teacher Gerald Winston. “This
means that there will be changes
to the curriculum [get the skills] to
meet testing standards. Everyone should accept more student
development activities and more
intervention for the underclass
men to make sure that they’re
successful.”
No one in the school wants
to be labeled as a Level 3 school.
“No one wants that negative
title,” Winston said. “No student
wants that.”
The school will be on probation for at least two years, even if
MP rises to that of being a Level 2
by next fall. Board policy is that a
school on probation must achieve
a Level 1 or Level 2 rating for two
years in a row to be removed
from that status.
Already, administration and
teachers are planning interventions to help students rise to the
challenge.
“I feel that our students are
more than capable of meeting the
benchmarks that will get us off
probation,” Winston said.
It’s hoped that having this
label will motivate all stakeholders into moving in a much more
positive direction.
“We can do this and jump
start [it] and say okay, what can
we do with this and how are we
going to do it and get ourselves
off [of probation],” Mudron said.
Clearly, a plan and direction
must be laid out before moving
forward.
“Without intentionality we
can’t begin to frame our next
step, we can’t get to a Level
2,”Edwards said.
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First quarter honor roll students named
S

ome good
news to report
regarding student
success: 172 students
made the honor roll,
based on first quarter
grade results.

A
B

Alexander, Lequila
Allen, Asia
Anderson, Tristian
Appling, Jade
Bailey, Jessica
Baker, Nasir
Barker, Juanita
Barrett, Elexus
Berry, Shantavia
Blue, Kenneth
Bonds, Jacob
Bonds, River
Booker, Kenneth
Bracy, Keisha
Brock, Joshua
Brown, Coby
Brown, Coriana
Brown, Morgan

Bruce, Dyamond
Buchanan, Davora
Bundy, Yolanda
Burnett, Yasmin
Burns, Alleyah
Burns, Tanasia
Byers, Samaria
Byrd, Kinara
Carroll, Denzell
Carter, Dajah
Chatman, Alonzo
Cole, Maya
Collins, Angelica
Conley, Brooklynraye
Cook, Kelly
Cooksey, Kristalyn
Cotton, Camille
Crawford, Randi
Crusoe, Ebony
Cruz, April
Davis, Destiny
Dei, Sydney
Dowdell, Kapri
Echols, Kristina
Elverton, Sylvester
Escobar, Shane

C

D
E

F

Fashola, Amani
Ferguson, Kelsey
Flowers, Louis
Foley, Christen
Foley, Tameah
Freeman, Marcellus
Gale, Alexis
Gardner, Jennifer
Gardner, Victoria
Garrett, William
Gill, Alexandra
Gipson, Carla
Glenn, Alexandra
Golden, Tyona
Gordon, Marquionna
Gray, Aiesha
Gregory, Monique
Hardy, Breche
Hardy, Jelani
Harrell, Marcel
Harris, Essence
Harris, James
Harris, Kain
Harris, Renay
Harris, Shayauna
Harvey, Donald

G

H

Hill, Destiny
Hoffman, Nicole
Hondras, Oriana
Hunter, Nina
Israel, Jabrea
Jackson, Samonhi
Johnson, Ashanti
Johnson, Torrence
Jones, Brendyn
Jones, Courtney
Jones, Delia
Jones, Jasmine
Jones, Kerry
Jones, Lavonne
Jones, Nefertia
Jones, Verdell
Jones, Victoria
King, Ayriel
Kirklin, Susan
Klyce, Candace
Klyce, Noelle
Lacy, Gabriela
Lane, Kelly
Lee, Kayla
Levy, Donella
Lucas, Kiarra

I
J

K
L

SIS helps students get a ‘Crush’
SIS member Ariel King
distributes Crush pop to
students who received
the special gift, plus
a note, courtesy of a
friend. The unique sale
was offered by Sassy
Intellectual Sisters,
a school-sponsored
organization for the
young ladies of MP, last
month. Students could
purchase a coupon for a
can of the flavored pop
and write a note, both
of which were delivered
to someone of their
choice.

PROBATION IMPRESSIONS
continued from page 3

be able to get out of it soon.”
Other Mustangs, such as senior Nina Hunter and junior Tahja
Shabazz, both members of the
volleyball team, have recognized
the injustice of the Board’s move
to punish the entire student body.
Both Tahja and Nina have the
idea that it is “unfair” since some
students have performed exceptionally well, and “everybody
shouldn’t take the blame” for a
couple
of bad apples.
Adjusted
Junior Lydia Moore thinks
Attendance
theRate
students should take action
82.2 allow the school to be
rather than
86
locked down.
“It 84.8
makes me mad,” she said.
“I think83.4
we should petition or just
take the privileges away from the
kids with poor performance.”
Angelica Collins, another
Adjusted
Attendance
senior,
didn’t bite
her tongue Rate
when it came to her feelings
about who has responsibility for
86.0
the school.
“I think Morgan Park doesn’t
84.8
care,” she said. “I mean how
many students and parents truly
know about us being on proba82.2 tion? If Morgan Park actually
cared, they would’ve been on
everyone--teachers, students
and parents--about attendance.
But I guess I’m expecting too
2009 much since
we still don’t have [an
2010
2011
elected contract] principal.”

Adjusted
Attendance
Rate
82.2
86
84.8
83.4

2009
2010
2011
2012

M

Mason, Janell
Mathus, Terri
Mccurdy, Moriah
McKnight, Amber
Mcmorris, Amber
McNabb, Essence
Mcswine, Bobbi
Meaders, Janae
Meyer, Xavier
Meyer, Xavion
Miggins, Taylor
Miller, Ryanne
Mitchell, Javonte
Moore, Alexia
Moore, Camry
Moore, Lydia
Morris, Antwon
Morris, Keisha
Morrow, Khalilah
Moss, Lenise
Muhammad, Jasmine
Nazon, Jordan
Nelson, Amylynn
Noisette, Lauren
Norfleet, Kordell
Oneil, Xavier

Oshea, Michael
Parker, David
Pass, Tatiana
Patterson, Sydney
Patton, Yerreelle
Poindexter, Kaylen
Pointer, Brandi
Purdis, Jazmine
Purnell, Jalissa
Ratliff, Caitlin
Reed, Corinne
Reynolds, Kelly
Reynolds, Kyier
Riley, Brandon
Robinson, Krystina
Robinson, Traevon
Rogers, Kierra
Sanders, Camry
Sanders, Gabriel
Sanders, Jeremiah
Smith, Akilah
Smith, Anaja
Stamps, Taylor
Stewart, Maya
Stokes, Necole
Street, David

P

R
S

N
O

By Alandra Oglesby

T

he Local School
Council (LSC) met last
Wednesday evening for a special
meeting to discuss reopening the
search for a contract principal for
the high school.
Morgan Park has been without an elected contract principal
since Dr. Beryl Shingles left for another high school in spring 2011.

placed in the CPS EBulletin.

Monday, January 7, 2013
Deadline for submission ofFreshme
candidate resumes.

86

84.8

84.8

83.4

2009

83.6
82.4
81.2

2011

80
2012

Freshmen On-Track Rate
78.4

80

73.3

75

69.4

70

63.4 65
2009

2010

Dr. Everett Edwards has been the
acting principal since September
2011.
The LSC has held three different searches for the school’s top
administrative spot since then,
but all have failed to secure a candidate for the role.
At the latest meeting, it was
decided that it was time to move
forward with a fourth search, setting a timetable for selection.
Freshmen
On-Track
69.4
Wednesday,
December 5, 78.4
2010
20122011
73.3
Advertisement
will be
2012
63.4

86.0

Freshmen
On-Track
69.4
78.4
73.3
63.4
2010

Y

2012 Timetable
2009

Adjusted Attendance Rate

82.2

T
W

Local School Council
sets schedule for
latest principal hunt

Academic ‘Trends’ hurt MP now
A school earns most of its points
towards its Performance Policy Report
based on two things: Current Status
and Trend (over the past four years).
For most of the two categories, no
more than three points can be earned,
up to a total of 42 points possible.
Of the nine data metrics examined, MP earned points based on
Current Status in PSAE Reading (.33
out of 1 point), Science (.33 out of
1 point), Average ACT Score (2 of 2009
3
2010
points), One-Year Drop Out Rate (2
of
2011
3), and Freshmen (this year’s sopho2012
mores) On-Track Rate (2 of 3).
Points were also earned for Student Growth on EPAS gains in Reading (2 of 3) and Math (2 of 3).
However, the Trend score in
eight of nine metrics failed to earn
any points at all. Only AP/IB Enrollment, which had a high Trend score,
helped to earn MP 3 of 3 points.
The86
Freshmen On-Track Rate was
especially bad, having a -10.3 score.
84.8
The lowest score on the CPS chart is
83.4
“Less than
0.1.”
83.6
Freshmen On-Track rates reflect
the percent
82.4of freshmen who have no
more than one F in a core subject per
81.2
semester
and who earned at least five
course credits their freshmen year. The
80
CPS average is 74.8 percent, MP’s is 63.4.
2012

Strong, Eden
Taylor, Stacie
Terry, Kyilah
Thomas, Harold
Thomas, Kiara
Watkins, Christopher
Watson, Dauntrez
Watson, Taylor
Webb, Alena
Webb, Jacob
Wells, Bria
Wesley, Joia
Wester, Autumn
White, Brian
White, Destiny
Williams, Brianna
Williams, Darja
Williams, Destinie
Williams, Jayln
Williams, Morgan
Wnek, Ericka
Woolfolk, Amire
Wright, Rikyah
Young, Dominique

2011

2012

60

Week of January 14 – 18, 78.4
2013
Supervisor checks for all
candidates.

69.4

Tuesday, January 22, 2013
Committee reviews resumes, Candidate Profiles,
and supervisor comments to
recommend
candidates for
20091. LSC 2010
Candidate Forum No.
will meet in closed session to
discuss candidates to be invited
to Oral Resume Forum. Vote to
take place in open session.
Wednesday, January 23,
2013
Candidates are invited
via email to Candidate Forum
No. 1 be held on January 30,
2013. Specific questions for
candidates to address will be
included.
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By Alandra Oglesby

T

Wednesday, January
30, 2013
Candidate Forum No.
1: Each candidate will
have five minutes to
present their answers to
suggested questions. LSC
agenda to include Executive (closed) Session
immediately following
Public participation to
determine candidates for
second interview. Vote
to take place in open
session.
Week of February
4 – 8, 2013
Site visits for chosen
candidates. MPHS visit
by chosen candidates will
be scheduled if candidates choose to visit.

After Final Interview
After hearing feedback
from ILT and others
interview attendees, the
LSC will meet in closed
session to discuss final
candidates and LSC will
then vote in open session to determine final
candidates. If only one
candidate is chose, a contract can be offered.
Wednesday, February
20, 2013 (if needed)
Final candidate forum
for faculty, staff, community. LSC meets in closed
session at end of forum
to discuss final decision.
Vote to offer contract
taken in open session.
Contract offered.
• • • • •

LSC Notes
On November 18,
2012, the LSC held their
monthly meeting. The
meeting was opened to
the public for their participation, questions, and
concerns regarding the
schools activities. The council discussed the upcoming
principal selection process,
safety and security, previous
parent concerns, successful honorable students,
the banned bottled water
policy, feedback on October’s report card pick-up,
and academic probation
news.
Representatives from
the CPS Office of Safety
and Security fielded questions, as did officials from
the Office of Local School
Council Relations.
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Modeling team auditions new members

continued from page 4

Tuesday, February 11,
2013 and Thursday,
February 14, 2013 (if
needed)
LSC will meet in closed
session for second Interviews of chosen candidates. Each candidate
will be given 45 minutes.
LSC will conduct the interviews. ILT and others
will be invited to attend
interviews and grade
candidates using same
rubric as LSC.

Wednesday, December 5, 2012
EMPEHI News

Prospective candidate Danielle Forbes struts on a mock runway
to demonstrate her modeling skills to the IMAC judges during
last month’s audition.

he Immaculate Modeling
organization (IMAC)
hosted their annual tryout last
month to all interested students in
order to find new members.
Approximately 37 male and
female students attended the
audition held in the Social Room,
with 25 being accepted by the
group. Four judges, including
sponsor Syreeta Jackson, Alandra
Oglesby (president), Jasmine Bennett (president), and Keisha Bracy
(manager), evaluated the prospective candidates in four areas:
enthusiasm, personality, dedication, and willingness to learn.
The judges were astonished
by how many people from the
band wanted to join. Many of
them attended the modeling
show held in the cafeteria last
year, and said they wanted to
join the group because the event
sparked their interest.
Bennett was enthused to see
so many people attend tryouts.
“I was really excited because

I really want a bigger and better
team this year,” she said, “and
seeing all these people made me
happy.”
The sponsor was equally
happy with the increased interest
and the quality of the candidates.
“I thought it was a good
group this year,” Jackson said,
who started the team three years
ago. “We’ve had more people
that have had previous experience this year—more than any
other year.”
Unlike the hit TV show
Americas Next Top Model, IMAC
is aware that models come in different styles, shapes, and sizes.
“IMAC means I can really
show who I am,” current member
Susan Kirkland said. “My shy side
and I can be cute with my walk
for a reason.”
The organization seeks to
help improve students improve
their self-confidence, motivation,

Please turn to page 6 for

MODELING TEAM
PLANS FOR 2013

RENOVATION CONTINUES
continued from page 1

new obstacles have surfaced
which will hinder at least one
renovation project.
Unfortunately, the work
in Blackwelder Hall will go on
beyond the anticipated January
1 date due to unexpected conditions with the ceiling. While
painting part of the ceiling,
which features a cork-like acoustic material that was originally
installed to deaden sound, it
began to lose adhesion and fall.
A dropped, or secondary, ceiling
will likely be installed to catch
any falling debris.
Most of the plaster repair
has been completed on the
walls and ceiling near the stage
and is awaiting paint. However
more work needs to be done on
the ADA-required (Americans
with Disabilities Act) lift to be
installed in the north stairwell
of the room. The new seats
and floor tiles also need to be
installed. It’s hoped that the auditorium will reopen sometime
in February, according to Jeff
Koehler, superintendent for the
general contractor, FH Paschen,
hired to oversee the large-scale
work.
Many have complained
about some classrooms being too
cold, while others are unbearably warm. According to Koehler,
there will be an extended time
period needed to “balance” the
new heating system by monitoring the building to see what areas
call for heat, when they need it,
and how much.
“That period will take about
4 to 5 months, even through the
cooling season,” the superintendent said. “We gotta see how the
system handles the load. There
will be some areas where it will
be cold, some that are too hot.
This stuff is being monitored on
a daily basis by a contractor on a
building system that is computercontrolled.
“The heating is operational
right now, when you do feel the
cold in the rooms, some of these
rooms we’re able to adjust them
and fix it. Admittedly, some of

them may need some modifications, but we won’t know until
we have the components of the
heating system complete.”
In fact, the cooling system
is not complete yet; the complete ventilation will be finished
by the start of the 2013-2014
school year, but Koehler added
it could happen possibly sooner,
“but we need the building to
see warm temperatures in order
to balance the cooling system.
We can’t balance it until the
building reaches at least 80
degrees, we need a load of heat
to see how it handles it and how
the system works.”
However, a number of other
projects will be wrapped up by
the time school reopens on Monday, January 7, 2013. The north
wall of the lunchroom, which is
an all-glass wall, will be replaced
with new glass and doors. The
existing lunchroom tables will
be removed, the flooring will be
fixed, and new folding tables will
be put in place.
The third floor classrooms
in the old building will have new
drywall ceilings installed, due to
the water damage that occurred
during construction.
The lobby areas to the gym
and the south exit door will get
new floor tile. Some roof work will
continue and is expected to be
completed by January.
There will be a construction on a cooling tower facility
attached to the south side of the
gymnasium. Landscaping around
the campus area will be ongoing
for the next three months.
New exterior entrance doors
are to be installed over Christmas
break, as well.
Other work being done
outside of the capital improvement project include the replacement of the old bleachers in the
new boys gym, as well as having
the floors refinished are properly
marked. Instead of two mascot
heads painted on the floor, as currently appear, one huge Mustang
will be featured prominently at
center court.

It was recently discovered that when the large acoustic
panels (the dark panels above) on the ceiling in Blackwelder
Hall are painted, the cork-like material starts to fall off.
Addressing this issue is helping to delay the completion of
the auditorium renovation, which now is hoped to finish by
February 2013.

The dangerously broken wooden
bleachers in the boys gym
are to be replaced with new
telescopic bleachers (similar to
those shown above) this week.
The floor will be refinished over
break.
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Schools likely to choose another new bell schedule soon
By Maryah Person

M

any have complained
about the latest
daily schedule that the school
adopted after the school board
and teachers union contract was
ratified on October 24, especially
the termination of a weekly
advisory or division period. Not
only do many students miss the
one-period long break in the
week, but now find it difficult to
get important announcements
or receive documents that were
usually distributed during this
weekly meeting. However, this
may change, once again, thanks to
language provided in the contract.
On October 29, 2012, school
officials distributed the revised “Full
School Day” schedule to parents
and students. Based on the new
agreement between Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) and the Chicago
Teachers Union, the new bell schedule consists of 50-minute periods
and 8-period school day. In addition, students are now dismissed
at 3:00 p.m. every day, which
makes the school’s “Early Dismissal
Wednesdays” nonexistent.
However, the 2012-2015 contract states that the board is to
offer schools a variety of new bell
schedules to choose from.
Under Article 6, Model High
School Schedules, “The Board
and the Union shall develop up to
five models high school schedules,” the contract states. “The
models shall be disseminated
to the schools by December 31,
2012. The principal, in consultation with the Professional Prob-

lems Committee, shall select two
of the models, and the Union
members shall vote for one of the
two and determine the schedule
through a secret ballot majority
vote.”
Based on this language,
it appears that another bell
schedule change may be on the
way, but it doesn’t specify when a
school would have to implement
the choice. It’s also unclear as to
whether or not an advisory period
would be offered in any of the
possibly five new schedules, since
the contract states that any added
time to a school day requires
overtime pay.
“A thirty-minute advisory
period once a week paid at the
teacher’s regular rate of pay may
be added to the fifty-minute high
school schedule by following the
procedures for waivers outlined
in Appendix C,” the agreement
states.
Now that advisory is no longer part of the school day, many
miss it. The 50-minute period that
once followed second period on
Wednesdays was used in many
ways, including preparing for upcoming standardized tests, making announcements about school
news and events, distributing
college and scholarship information to seniors, taking yearbook
photos of various student organizations, delivering memos and
other documents to the student
body, and even delivering the
monthly school newspaper.
Now, many of these things
are forced to take place somewhat haphazardly, with announce-

The 2012-2015 Chicago Public Schools and Chicago Teachers Union Agreement has language
that states up to five new bell schedules for schools to choose from. Many hope that an advisory
period will be reinstated.
ments being made during passing
periods when few can hear them,
or during class periods cutting
some instruction short. And receiving items is difficult, as some
things are put in teachers’ mailboxes in the hope they’ll distribute them to students, while other
things are brought to classrooms,
again disrupting instruction.
Then, of course, is the question of when will counselors be
able to meet with their students?
What about time used to learn
about their testing results, or to
bubble in the testing grids before
the assessments are given?
Many students are very upset
with the loss of the advisory
schedule.
“It’s bogus, we don’t have a
break,” junior Timothy Smith said,

Students help democratic process
by serving as polling judges
By Kierra Rogers
and Ryanne Miller

M

any

students were
excited not only
for the past
presidential
election held last
month, but also to be working
as part of the democratic
process as election judges.
Many students from Morgan Park, and other schools,
participated in the election by
serving as polling judges on
Tuesday, November 6, 2012, at
various voting locations around
Cook County.
Most enjoyed the unique

experience.
“I thought it was cool,” junior
Ashley Hyde said. “Even though
I had to wake up at an unusually
early time, it was really worth it.
The best part was definitely seeing the senior citizens come and
vote.”
Every election, more than
10,000 election judges in nearly
2,000 suburban Cook County
precincts make sure polling place
operations run smoothly and elections are carried out fairly, honestly and accurately, according to
the Cook County Clerk website.
Election judges are responsible
for supervising the conduct inside
polling places and helping voters.
Though many judges had
different experiences, sometimes
unpleasant, some would partici-

“and we never have division at all.
How is that going to affect seniors
getting their information?”
Senior information is a main
topic that has been mentioned
mainly from both teachers as well
as students. Is it possible that
without division/ advisory seniors
will miss out on important details
pertaining specifically on their
future?
Some, like senior Kelly
Cook, don’t feel that CPS officials
thought this all the way through.
“This [bell schedule] makes it

harder to give seniors important
information and harder for fundraisers,” she said. “We now have
to take time out of instructional
time for announcements.”
Another senior feels that this
problem is just another example
of the school board making
decisions that really don’t take
students into account.
“I don’t think it was well
thought out, but when CPS makes
any monetary decision, it usually isn’t,” Tristian Anderson said,
“and [students] suffer greatly.”

IMAC PLANS FOR 2013
continued from page 5

and guide future professionals
in the arts.
Goals include monthly
technique workshops, hosting the annual fashion show
where they will coordinate with
local designers and retailers,
have photo shoots which will
be used to create individual

modeling portfolios for each
team member, plus ongoing
collaboration with Chicagobased fashion and modeling
companies, according to the
sponsor.
“IMAC means being a role
model for others and to love
yourself,” Bennett said.

pate again in the future.
“It was a very stressful
experience because there were
very few people who had a
complete understanding of the
procedures,” senior and election judge Cashmere Cozart
said. “The voters were frustrated and two people almost
started to fight. {But} I would
do it again because I'm serving
my political service and the
stipends are good.”
As part of a team of
judges, junior and senior-level
students who participate in the

Please turn to page 7 for

TEEN JUDGES
ENJOY
EXPERIENCE

IMAC members Alandra Oglesby (president), Keisha Bracy
(manager), Jasmine Bennett (president), and Syreeta
Jackson (sponsor) pose at the judging table after last
month’s audition session in which 25 new members were
chosen.

Growing organization supports female self-esteem
By Emma D. Trawick Bradley

O

ne 2011 Morgan Park
High School graduate
and other students’ want was
fulfilled when the movement,
Black Girls Rock, began to flow
through the hallways of the
school last year.
Alum Tatyerra Spurlock was
inspired by the worldwide orga-

nization. The Black Girls Rock organization was created in 2006 by
multi-talented, business-oriented
Beverly Bond.
She developed the organization in order to honor African
American women, to build the
self-esteem and self-worth of
young women of color by helping
them empower themselves, as an
outlet for teenage girls of color

and as a response to the degrading imagery of black women in
hip-hop music and videos, and to
teach these young ladies of the
reality of what black women are
and have been in society.
“Women, you are a solution,” Bond said at the BET Black
Girls Rock award and ceremony
on November 5, 2012. “You are
a relevant contribution to this

world. We cannot just tell [black
girls] they rock; we have to teach
them how to rock.”
At MP, librarian Kandace
Morgan serves as the school’s
version of Beverly Bond. Even
though Spurlock planted the

Please turn to page 7 for
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Youth voters, minorities help
reelect President Obama
By Tristian Anderson

turnout for teenage voters was
leader of my country. Woohoo!”
greater than the turnout in the
mericans made the
Haney also went on to
2008 election.
decision to re-elect
describe her experience at the
“[Voters] ages 18 to 29 -President Obama as the 44th
polling site as a first time voter.
who made up 19 percent of the
president on
electorate, a greater share than
“Oh my goodness! Those
November 6,
lines were extremely long,” she
in 2008, and half of whom cast
2012 because
recalled. “I felt like Black Friday
a ballot, for the third presidenhe was the best
had come around a tad bit eartial election in a row -- went for
candidate fit for
lier this year. I waited a long 4
Obama by 60 percent to 36 pertheVoter
job. Groups Obama
cent for2008
Romney,”
the November
hours in line. I almost got fired
Obama
2012
Although
from my job [at] Francesca’s on
12 story states.
White
43
39
Obama
seemed
95th.”
Those
18-24
accounted
Black
95
93
to have the popular vote
Was it well worth the
for 11 percent of the electorate
Hispanic
67
71
amongst the African Amerihassle, as many Americans still
this year. Many teens who have
62voting age of73
can community,Asian
many were
reached the
18
don’t bother to get out and
Other
58
not sure whether that would
vote? According to a report
were more66
than ready to cast
be enough. The Republican
released by the Center for the
their first official ballot.
challenger, Governor Mitt
Study of the American Elector“I was super-excited to
Romney, was polling at 50
vote,” senior Sydney Haney said.
Please turn to page 11 for
percent with a four point lead “I waited for this experience my
YOUNG VOTERS
ahead of Obama leading
entire life. I could not to wait until
up to the election, followI was of age to help elect the
GIVE SUPPORT
Election Demographics Comparison
ing a steady increase of his
numbers.
Election Demographics Comparison
Many Americans
Percentage
of Voter Support by Race
began to release
their anger as they
expressed their
100
approval of Presi95 93
dent Obama being
re-elected. Some
75
began to wonder if
73
race would play a
71
66
67
huge part in the race
62
58
as they waited in the
50
tremendously long
lines.
43 39
Polling sites
25
had lines wrapped
around the corner for
early voting as well
0
Other
as voting on Election
Asian
Hispanic
Day. After leaving
Black
White
the polls, Americans
were anxious to see
the results. AccordObama 2008
Obama 2012
ing to a story on the
(Source: AP Exit Poll Results)
Huffington Post, the

A

Supporters jubilant over reelection
Teacher gets
chance of a lifetime
to attend victory
celebration
By Desiree’ Freeman
and Carline Uwajeh

I

n the 2012 Presidential
election, President
Barack Obama was reelected
over Republican candidate
Mitt Romney. Many Americans
waited anxiously as the race
appeared to be close when
results started trickling in. But
within hours after the polls
closed, some celebrated while
others were upset with the
results.
The United States presidential election of 2012 was
the 57th quadrennial presidential election, and it took
place on Tuesday, November
6, 2012. The Democratic nominee, President Barack Obama,
and his running mate, Vice

President Joe Biden, were elected
to a second term. Their major
challengers were the Republican
nominee and former Massachusetts Governor Mitt Romney and
his running mate, Representative
Paul Ryan of Wisconsin.
Gail Tennial, an IBMY programmer, was one of the 10-20
thousand people who managed
to get a coveted ticket to President Obama’s victory celebration
at the McCormick Place. The
party started at seven o’clock,
and Tennial, along with others,
had a great time as they became
a part of the historic event.
“My son works for the
Obama campaign, and so
we were invited as part of his
group,” the MP staffer said. “We
all entered through the same
doors, but based on your invite
pass, you were then divided into
groups. My group was labeled
‘Special Guest’ and had the
campaign seal embossed on
the pass that hung on a lander
labeled ‘Election Night 2012.’ At
about 10:15 the crowd went wild

because Obama
won Ohio.”
It was around
that time that the
fun really started,
according to Tennial, also noting the strong youth
base in attendance.
“A lot of the attendees were
outside...socializing, and came
running inside to see the monitors
and hear the comments from the
network,” she said. “What I found
very interesting were the number
of young people participating
in this process--ages 19-30--and
holding discussions about our
country, the economy, education,
health insurance, and knowledge
about the current issues.”
Actually hearing Obama
speak live to the throng of guests
was electrifying, she recalled.
“The most inspiring aspect
of the celebration was when the
president came out the noise lev-

Please turn to page 11 for
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Students need
to take scholarship
interviews seriously
to be successful
By Terri Mathus
and Kelly Cook

A

s scholarship deadlines
quickly approach,
many seniors are staying up late
writing papers and constantly
reminding their teachers for
recommendations so they can
apply and submit applications.
The next steps after applying
are the interviews that numerous
seniors dread.
The time is near where seniors get serious, and prepare for
their future. For regular scholarships, you will be asked to write
papers about your accomplish80 you admire, or
ments, a person
something that you overcame
that made a difference in your
73
life.
Also, you 60
must get a letter
of recommendation or fill out
an application and hope for the
best. For scholarship interviews,
students have to
40get organized,
review their material over-andover, and stay confident for the
unexpected. Some students have
already had experience
with
20
interviews.
25
“The Posse interview is very
different from a typical interview
0
because the use a Dynamic
Assessment Process also known as
a DAP,” said Traevon Robinson,
a senior. “This assessment helps
identify exceptional students
through non-traditional forums.”
There are three rounds of
interviews within the program.
Round 1 is an interview of 100
students and they are picked to
go on to round 2 by how they interact with other students during
several small workshops.
Round 2 is a more formal
interview. You are usually interviewed by two of the Posse trainers. They look at your transcripts,
attendance, and ACT scores.
Some questions will be based on
information that you provide for
them.
Round 3 will consist of a
meeting with your parents and
completing the Common Application and your partner schools
supplement forms.
After that, you will meet
again and have a formal interview with your trainer, the finalist,
and your chosen school dean of
administration. This scholarship
process is very different and may

seem to be too much, but it is
not.”
It is natural to get nervous
about interviews because people
never know what
might oc- Obama
Income
cur. This <is$15,000
an interesting way
73
for institutions/
to
$15K -interviewers
29.9K
60
actually see what people are all
$30K - 49.9K
55
about. Colleges want to interview
$50K
74.9K
48
a prospective student that may
$75K
99.9K
51
come to their school and excel,
& over but most
49
not to just$100K
be a number,
importantly, to standout.
“When it comes to scholarship interviews, I always
Chartget
2
nervous,” said Maya Stewart, a
senior. “They don’t determine
if you get into a school but they
can affect how colleges view you.
After you begin to talk to a representative, the nerves go away;
interviews aren’t as bad as people
think.”
Scholarship interviews let
you know things straight forward.
60
They can be a good
55 thing and
a bad one. The most important
48 49
thing you can do to prepare is to
stay focused and be 43
on your best
behavior.
37
“You can prepare for an
interview by practicing how you
talk to someone,” Stewart said.
“You can also practice making
sure you have the right presence
and body language. Working on
handshakes and eye contact can
also help.”
A lot of people prepare in
different ways. In order to do well,
Obama
you always
have to put in work
and hope for the best.
“To prepare, you can look
online for possible interview
questions and have a family member or friend give you a mock
interview,” said Sydney Patterson,
a senior.
Most students think the same
about how your positive attitude
is the key. But others think there is
really no specific way to prepare
for something that is unexpected.
“You can prepare for a scholarship interview by doing some
background information on the
foundation and how they determine who will be their scholars
or not,” Robinson said. “There is
not a specific criterion of how you

Please turn to page 11 for
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By Jatasha Henley
and Destini Palmer

A

s the song goes, all I
want for Christmas is my
two front teeth, but it’s hard to find
anyone that doesn’t feel that having
family and friends around is most
important, especially around the
holidays.
Wayne Wheat is an 18-yearold senior at MP. The best part of
Christmas to him is being with his
family. The reason why is because it
is a very happy time for him and his
family. He doesn’t have another best
part because “it’s not about the gifts,
it’s about family.”
Senior Nicole Edwards, 18, said
that other than the gifts, spending
time with her family is the best part.

SCHOOL NEWS

She likes to be around her family
and spend time with them during
the holidays. Another favorite part of
Christmas is giving out gifts to others
and seeing the joy on their faces.
Another senior, Thomas Martin,
17, said he likes to get gifts and get
new things, but being with his family
is important, too.
Trent Duckworth, 22, is a graduate from DuPage College. He enjoys
all the food and passing out gifts to
his family. Duckworth said this is the
best part of Christmas because it
fun, and he loves to see the smiles
on his family’s faces when they open
their gifts.
Dion Walker, a 19-year-old
graduate from Julian Percy L. High
School, loves being with his family,
friends, and knowing he is loved. He

REVIEWS

SPORTS

said he “cherishes his time with his
family and friends that he loves.”
Jasmine Bedell, who is a
17-year-old senior, said that being with family is the best part of
Christmas because she doesn’t
spend enough time with them like
she should.
Tirrena Collins, 20, is a freshman
at Wartburg College. She believes
the best part of Christmas is to be
with her family.
Kiante Smith, a 17-year-old senior said that when her whole family
comes together, they can catch up
and enjoy each other’s time together.
Denzel Davis, 17, said that the
best part of Christmas is seeing his
family members that he doesn’t see
much of the time. He also likes to
exchange gifts with them, too.

Special traditions
By Jessica Bailey
and Davon Brown

T

he winter holidays are
well on their way, and it’s
time to celebrate. Students of all
ages have some way to celebrate
their special traditions for the
Christmas holiday.
“We wake up between 5
through 6 a.m. [on Christmas
morning] and argue over who’s
going to wake up mom ‘cause
no one opens presents without
mom,” junior Reginald Bailey
said. “Then, when she’s awake,
we open presents and eat candy.”
Students also celebrate the
holidays with shopping for friends
and loved ones.
“After Thanksgiving, me and
my family go Black Friday shopping,” Lidia Moore, a junior, said.
Other students have a special
place to go for their holiday fun.
“Every Christmas, I go to my
auntie’s house and we do Soul
Train,” said Joshua Brock, a junior.
Students also have a special
treat that they like to eat during
the holidays.

“We eat ham and turkey every
Christmas,” Adonis Shaera, a freshman, said.
Some students celebrate by
having winter fun.
“At 11 o’clock at night we have a
snow ball fight,” Yasmin Burnitt sophomore said, when, and if, it snows.
Other students have a special
someone they celebrate their traditions with, other than immediate
family.
“What we usually do is we
gather around the Christmas tree at
my grandma’s house,” sophomore
Jasmine Oatis said. “My grandma is
the most important member of the
family, so we give her a big present.”
Students also celebrate the
holidays by having fun competitions
with their families.
“We have a basketball game,
and the day before Christmas we are
allowed to open one present,” said
Dillon Robinson, a sophomore.
Some do not celebrate early.
They wait until they are comfortable
getting up and after they have had a
meal to open their gifts.
“We wait till everyone eats
breakfast, then we open presents at
12 o’clock,” junior Kymbria Gray said.

Students are not the only
ones that have a special way to
celebrate holidays. Some teachers do too.
“On New Year’s Eve, in my
household, the kids drink cider
or juice, [while the a]dults drink
champagne,” Spanish teacher
Maria Campos said. “We have
some grapes and fifteen minutes
before the clock strikes, we begin
to eat the grapes. The grapes represent months. We eat the grapes
to make wishes for the following
months in the New Year.”
Students also have rituals
that pertain to eating food on the
holidays, too.
“What I do is I lose weight.
I lose 20 pounds just so I can
regain it,” said Malaysha Moss, a
freshman.
Other students go out and
have a ball before coming home
for more fun on the holidays.
“We go to two people’s houses,” said Jordan Harris, a junior.
“My dad and I eat three rounds at
one person’s house, and then we
go to another person’s house and
eat three more. Then we go home
and we play in the snow.”

Black Friday kicks off shopping

By Jeremiah Sanders
and Victoria Gardner

S

cratching, pushing,
arguing, grabbing,
shoving, elbowing--all in the name
of Christmas. At least that’s what
some say what happens when they
go looking for gifts on the busiest
shopping day of the year: Black
Friday.
As well as being the day-after
Thanksgiving, when many Americans
get or take a holiday, Black Friday
is the day that marks the beginning
of the holiday shopping season.
The day is mostly popular for the

incredible deals and prices that can
be found at most stores. As a result,
people tend to take full advantage
of the temporary gift-giving miracles.
Usually after a filling
Thanksgiving feast, there’s relaxation
and rest, but that is not an option
as stores have now altered their sale
schedule and have begun opening
their doors around 12 midnight.
However, superstores like Wal-Mart
and Target took the shopping event
even further by opening their doors
at 9 p.m. on Thanksgiving Day and
lasting all day Friday.
Since 2003, Black Friday has
been known to be the busiest shop-

ping day of the year. According to
the National Retail Federation, holiday sales were predicted to rise 4.1
percent to an amazing $586.1 billion
this year, which is significant increase
than usual over the past ten years.
The average shopper is expected to
shell out $749.51 during the holiday
season, so many had to save up to
get ready for the big day.
“I’m looking forward to going
shopping on Black Friday,” senior
Kenneth Jones said before the holiday. “I’ve been saving up my money
for a couple of weeks now.”
This year, freshman Morgan
Quinn got the full experience of

Black Friday as she went shopping at
Best Buy and Target, which are typically crazy-busy on this day.
“The long lines and waiting was
so irritating,” Quinn said, “and the
fact that it was cold made the shopping miserable. But I still got what I
wanted, though.”
In most people’s eyes, Black
Friday is a day when stores are ravaged, literally, by mobs of shoppers.
Stores can look like ghost towns
after Black Friday, and in some cases,
even war zones. And it’s not uncommon to find people fighting over
products.
“Two ladies were fighting over

an X-Box,” junior Monique D
said she saw.” They were roll
around and knocked over a fe
games. There was weave and
everywhere.”
Even though this type of
extreme shopping can seem
less, the chaos of Black Frida
be very dangerous at times. I
case a few years ago, a 34-ye
Wal-Mart employee in Valley
New York, was trampled to d
after a beyond anxious crowd
the doors down. In 2011, a w
at a Wal-Mart in Porter Ranch
fornia, used pepper spray on
shoppers, causing minor inju
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By Crystal Wells
and Nicole Edwards

S

tudents and teachers
favorite toys that they love
to play with during Christmas.
“My favorite toy
was a red
Socker Bopper,
[because I
like] socking
people with
it,” senior Allen
Burgess said.
“It was the biggest
toy to have when I was
little, and I still have it and
I can blow it up anytime.
Old memories
anytime to cherish
[is] what my dad and I
had, now he’s on the
military, [but] that’s
when I was 6 when
he came back and
bought me this.”
Even people you
think know you would
have never knew that
they still remember
that special toy they
had when they were
younger.
“My Barbie
Dream House [was my
favorite toy]; it was a
mansion, I liked Barbies [and playing]
with my friends,” said Bridget Clifford,

SPORTS

an English teacher. “[I remember]
waking up in the morning, seeing it
under the Christmas tree. Now I don’t
know where it is, but I still have the
dolls.”
Some gifts were given to others
for special reasons while other gifts
are given on special days.
“[My favorite toy] was a blue
bear; I called him Blueberry,”
junior Kymbria Gray said. “[It’s my
favorite] because my sister gave it
to me, and I grew attached to it so
much. It had pretty brown eyes that
made it [connect to me]. I still have
it because I’m attached to it [like I
said], and I’m [planning on] taking
[him] to college with me.”
Watching movies and shows
make you
want to
say “I want
that!” Buzz
Lightyear
from the
popular
“Toy Story”
franchise
was student
Samuel
Hentez’s
favorite.
“I used
to shoot the
lasers in my
brother’s
eye,” the
junior said. “Of all Toy Story movies, I
wanted the toy. [Now] I threw my toy

09

away it
stop
working
and I got older.”
Besides action figures
and card games, there are other
games boys may like to play, like an
RC Monster Truck.
“I get to ride it down the stairs
and it wouldn’t break,” said Justin
Grissett, a junior. “I played with it on
regular days and liked the sound of
the engine; it was awesome and I
liked it. I don’t have it [now because
it] broke, but if I still did, I would
cherish it.”
Favorite toys that are featured
on TV commercials, like the Bratz
dolls, were very popular.
“Some dolls talk, but [I like to
use my] own words,” said DeJah
Jones, a freshman, who favored
the flashy dolls. “They’re very, very
pretty. I still have one, because I still
like playing with them.”
Toys are toys, but some really
liked to play games like Hungry,
Hungry Hippos.
“That [game] was like a classic
and I always played it,” junior Tiara
Parham said. “I still have it in the
basement somewhere, but it’s dusty.”

Movies to get
you in the season

By Jamie Chester

C

hristmas Day is just around
the corner (three weeks
from yesterday!) and everyone is
excited about this important holiday
of the year.
From now until then, TV viewers will be bombarded with all kinds
of Christmas movies. In most cases,
these festive flicks are comedies which
will bring the audience great fun.
“‘Christmas Vacation’ is my fav
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at least 20 people.
“Black Friday last year was
chaotic,” senior Kaylin Horvath said.
“People were running, fighting, and
falling.”
Some shoppers believe that the
early bird gets the worm. In reality,
it’s more likely to get what you want
and avoid the large crowds by being
the first or one of the first shoppers
to a store. But by being the “early
bird,” sleeping and relaxing after
Thanksgiving is out of the question.
“I was one of the first ones

Please turn to page 10 for

BLACK FRIDAY

movie,” Delorise Chester said. I also
like ‘Muppet Christmas Carol’ and the
animated ‘Grinch.’”
Everyone seems to like the 1966
animated special, “How The Grinch Stole
Christmas!” The bright
fires, the giving of gifts,
carols, and the Who
feast makes this holiday
movie so special.

Please turn to page 10 for

HOLIDAY FLICKS

Don’t be bored over break
By Nina Hunter
and Nyah Samuel

E

veryone is looking forward
to the three-week winter
intercession which starts in less than two
weeks, but, sadly, many people don’t do
anything but text or watch TV--boring!
Here are five things you can get off your
butt and do to ensure that this Christmas
vacation is the best you’ve ever had.
Winter Wonderland
Chicago’s Navy Pier hosts the Winter
Wonderland Workshop which is a great
family outing that everyone can enjoy.
They have many rides and activities that
all age ranges can have a good time

doing--all indoors. They have ice skating,
a Ferris wheel, the Matterhorn Climb
and Slide, a make-your-Christmas-cookie
workshop, and many more things. Not
only do they have rides, but this year
they have the new Winter Wonderland
town. This all-new village is the place
where your favorite Winter WonderFest

characters come out to play.
They also have a New Year's Eve
fireworks display. Two shows only on
December 31.
Admission to Winter WonderFest
is free. An activity wristband purchase
is required to participate in rides and
attractions within the event. There are
two wristband types: premium for $20
at the gate, $19 online (includes indoor
ice skating with skate rental) and regular
$16/$15 (excludes indoor ice skating).
The whole thing opened on November 30 and runs through January 6.
Check out their website for more info
(winterwonderfest.com).

Please turn to page 10 for

FUN HOLIDAY IDEAS
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Maybe a Vegas vacation is for you
By Ashley Evans

L

as Vegas, Nevada is an internationally
renowned major resort city for gambling,
shopping, and fine dining. The city is considered to
be the “Entertainment Capital of the World.”
There is so much to do in Vegas, from relaxing
to taking helicopter rides.
The first time I visited Las Vegas was in October
2010, my freshman year. I traveled with my aunt

Please turn to page 14 for

VEGAS VACATION

BLACK FRIDAY
continued from page 9

“Oh, I love ‘White Christmas,’” James Cole said of the 1954
musical. “I watch it every year as we put the Christmas tree up. I
also like Rosemary Clooney, and the ending scene is just perfect.”

there, so it wasn’t as crazy,” junior
Kendrick Wilson said. “But 30
minutes later, people started running in.”
But not all people participate in Black Friday. The most
common reason why they don’t
is that people simply don’t want
to deal with all that drama when

they shop. Another alternative
to actually going out to shop is
online shopping. The Monday
following Thanksgiving is Cyber
Monday, when people shop
online, even while at work or
school, in an effort to pick up
even more deals.
Cyber Monday reached

$1.465 billion in online spending,
up 17 percent versus year ago,
according to comScore, a digital
business analysis company.
“It’s [sic] no point for me to
go to a store and shop when I
can go on the Internet and shop
whenever I feel like it,” senior
Maurice Stevenson said.

FUN HOLIDAY IDEAS
continued from page 9

An unusual favorite Christmas special has guest appearances
by Cher, Whoopi Goldberg, Grace Jones, Little Richard, Oprah,
and other unrelated celebs.
“It’s not necessarily a movie, but my sisters and I try to watch
‘Pee-Wee’s Playhouse Christmas Special every year,’” Kaylynn
Pikes said. “It’s from 1988, and we absolutely love it. Other than
that, I’ll always love ‘The Nightmare Before Christmas’ and ‘While
You Were Sleeping’, which is only a little bit Christmas-y.”
Some like remakes of old holiday movies.

Sledding on the lakefront, on the
southeast side of Soldier Field.

offers 100 different flavors of the
drink. The menu will also feature
more hot foods and real meals.
Go

ice skating
Ice skating down town at
McCormick Tribune Ice Rink is a
experience anyone will remember
for a lifetime. Whether you’re on a
date, with the family, or just hanging with friends, it’s something
that everyone can enjoy.
For the past 11 years, the large
rink that’s right off Michigan Avenue,

Go

“The Grinch [released in 2000] is actually my favorite Christmas movie and it also has my favorite Christmas song “Where are
you, Christmas?” by Faith Hill,” said Toya Evans. “I love watching the original when it comes on TV every year.”
Other still favor Christmas classics.

sledding
First, start praying for some
snow. If it does, go! It’s free to go
sledding at the Dan Ryan Woods
at 87th Street and Western
Avenue (north side of the street).
There is a really big hill that big
and little kids can enjoy sliding
down
When (and if) it starts to
snow, just bring your own sled,
and dress warm to be safe. However, it’s only open from sunrise to
sun down.
There is also the 220-foot
slope for sledding on the Soldier
Field campus, located just southeast of the stadium; this hill has
incredible views of the city and
lakefront.
There is also a decent hill
at Memorial Park in Blue Island
(127th and Highland Avenue).

Go to the show
A new movie that
will be released is The
Hobbit: The unexpected Journey in 3D
in theaters starting
December 13. It should
be an amazing movie
about how they whole
“Lord of the Rings”
series started.
Best location:
AMC Chicago Ridge
Mall Theater (95th and

Why not go ice skating under Chicago’s beautiful skyline at the
McCormick Tribune Ice Rink?
Ridgeland Avenue). This theater
was refurbished this year with
plush, full-electric recliners, and
the stand’s beverage menu will
also be expanded to include a
“space-age” Coke machine that

next to Millennium Park, has drawn
more than 100,000 skaters annually. Ice skating is free and open to
the pubic, but they do rent skates
for $10 (Michigan Avenue between
Washington and Madison Streets).

PRESIDENTIAL PARTY
continued from page 7

“It doesn’t seem like Christmas without ‘White Christmas’ and I
love the original black-and-white of ‘Miracle on 34th Street,’” Tonya
Davis said. “I love this little cartoon [“Twas the Night Before Christmas,” 1974 Rankin-Bass animated Christmas television special] with
a mouse who wrote Santa saying they didn’t believe, and a human
clockmaker makes a clock to sing when Santa flies by…the song in
that movie always plays in my head during the holidays.”

High School Democracy program are responsible for helping
voters and supervising polling
place activity. According to the
county website, student election
judges earned up to $170 in
2011 after successfully completing their training and working on
Election Day.
However, in 2010, participants earned upwards of $300.
For this election, officials are saying it may be $150-$175 ($100 for
working it and $50 for the training
class, if you took it, and an extra
$25 if judges helped take all the
info down to the polling station
that they were directed to bring
the materials.

Although students generally
enjoyed working as an election
judge, some faced ups-anddowns during this experience.
“It was a very tiring experience,” senior election judge Kelly
Cook said. “The worst part was
the curb-side voting, and the
best part was dealing with funny
people in the community.”
Some election judges
learned a lot from this experience
that they can take with them in
the work field.
“It was very boring, but I
enjoyed seeing the different personalities that entered to vote,”
senior election judge Kailani Harris said. “Also, it helped me with

working with various people; it
showed me how everybody wants
to be in charge.”
There were also students who
put aside the negative aspects,
focusing on the good parts of this
experience.
“Even though we worked from
5 a.m. to 7 p.m., I was happy we
were able to be excused from the
school day,” senior election judge
Jazmine Purdis admitted. “Another
good thing was one of my friends
who actually worked as an election
judge was able to vote. Also, it was
a good working experience to see
how everything works as being an
election judge and everything the
voters go through in order to vote.”
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Voters look back on election, to the future
By Kiana Sutton
and Senitra Talley

P

resident Barack
Obama was elected
to serve a second term as the
president of the
United States.
This election was
very important
to people all
over. For some
first time voters,
the election was
so important that they voted
early.
Before the important
day arrived on November 6,
people were already talking
about who they were voting
for and why. Some people
expressed opinions saying
that the president had done
nothing for our country.
Others felt that Americans
needed Barack Obama in office unless we wanted to see
more homeless people lying
on the streets.
Ladonna Martin, 32 and
a school bus driver has high
expectations for President
Obama.
“I believe that he will do
everything in his power to
help this country,” Martin said.
“Romney only cared about the
rich people, and it wasn’t fair.”

18-year-old Kentrell Jackson,
a senior at Chicago Vocational
High School was a first time voter
this year.
“I voted for Obama because
he cares about everyone, in my
eyes,” Jackson said. “I hope that
he will make it so that more job
opportunities are available.”
People all over have high expectations for our 44th president.
The change Obama referred to
was how different his change
would be from the other presidents. He heavily implied that he
would change the way Washington operates at the core.
18-year-old Jamecia Leverston stressed how badly she
believes the economy needs a
major change.
“I hope while Obama is in his
second term that he will fix the
economy,” Leverston said, “it’s
just all messed up. I voted for him
because I don’t think four years is
long enough for him to fix what
George Bush messed up.”
Obama won 332 electoral
votes while 270 was needed to
win on election night. He had
62,711,814 popular votes and
carried 26 states, including the
District of Columbia. He became
the second Democrat (after Pres.
Bill Clinton) to win the White
House without winning North
Carolina.

“I wanted him to win,”
said 58-year-old grandmother
of nine, Cynthia Collins. “I
expect him to keep the government assistance around for
those who really need it; so far
so good.”
Many Americans believe
Obama made minor changes
in government since his election in 2004, but now that he
has another term, they expect
more to be done.
“In the next four years,
I expect Obama to provide
more jobs, help people who
are on welfare, gain insurance,
and better living conditions,”
said 38-year-old career development manager, Mark Johnson, “and become a prime
example for black people what
we can accomplish if we put
our mind to it.”
Many young people were
excited to see Obama reelected.
“Since I’m young, I really
don’t know what to expect,”
said Kyera Johnson, a
12-year-old student at Shoop
Academy of Math Science
and Technology, “but I would
like him to tear down all the
abandoned buildings and turn
them into resource places
where kids can come after
school and for fun.”

YOUNG VOTERS GIVE SUPPORT
continued from page 7

ate soon after the election, the
2012 voter turnout was only
57.5 percent of all eligible voters, compared to 62.3 percent
who voted in 2008 and 60.4
percent who cast ballots in
2004.
Young people, though,
came out in force.
“It was definitely worth
the wait, though,” Haney said.
“The huge turnout showed that
Americans actually care about
the government and want the
democracy to remain.”
As midnight approached
on November 6, the election
had finally come to an end.
Obama was swept into office
with 332 electoral votes, while
Romney only collected 206.
The president also collected

the highest popular vote. He
reigned in with 62,604,550 votes,
while Romney fell short with
59,126,638 votes.
“When I went to cast my
vote, I had a feeling President
Obama would win, “senior Brenna Petty said. “I am no psychic or
anything, but I could just feel it.
Okay, I prayed on it. That always
works. Great, now I need to knock
on wood.”
Not only did the African
American community come
together and elect who they
thought was the better candidate,
but Latinos played a very big part
also. Without their support, it
would have been nearly impossible for Obama to win.
“I never voted in any past
election,” senior Tony Simmons
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said. “I do not know whether
it was contingent on the area
that I was in, which of course
happened to be my neighborhood, but the minorities
outnumbered the Caucasians
in what seemed like a 32:1
ratio. There were Asians and
Latinos that I had never even
seen on this side of town
before.”
While, arguably, a heavy
half of the voters were not
satisfied with the outcome, a
majority of Americans rejoiced
as they heard of the results.
“It was my first time voting,” senior Eldridge Anderson
said. “I am happy to know I
was a part of history. Now I can
anticipate four more years of
moving forward.”
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DO YOUR HOMEWORK
BEFORE INTERVIEW
continued from page 7

could prepare, but it is essential
to come in with a great attitude
and remain positive.”
Numerous students annually
compete for spots for important
interviews that could possibly
change their lives. Hundreds of
students apply to these types of
scholarships but only a few are
selected. For the Posse foundation
they received 14,000 nominations
for only 560 scholarships in 2011,
and now Posse as has recruited
4,237 Posse Scholars who won
over $484.5 million for scholarships. It’s very tough for seniors to
worry about their school work as
well as scholarships.
“Scholarship interviews can
be very nerve wrecking knowing
that the main goal is to receive the
scholarship and it can sometimes
be scary because there’s always a
thought of what if I don’t get the
scholarship,” Robinson said. “They

are very important because they
show who or who you are not. The
foundations perception of you is
due to how you act and carry yourself at the interview. The interview
is the only way for the foundation
to get to know you personally and
perception is everything.”
These interviews are a good
way to start you off for your
future. All jobs require being
interviewed and it is always good
to practice early. Even if someone may not know what to do, it
is always said to act natural but
professional.
“It depends on how you are
supposed to act because some
are friendly but they don’t want
you to be casual; stay professional,” Patterson said. “Interviews
are very important because the
college gets to see what students
they are admitting.”

BLACK GIRLS ROCK
continued from page 6

seed, without Morgan’s sunlight and watering, it probably
wouldn’t have happened. The
Sassy Intellectual Sisters (SIS)
sponsor believes that all girls
rock, regardless of race.
“We should change our
[name] because we have girls of
other races,” Morgan said, “but
we don’t exclude them; that’s
why [the t-shirt that SIS members
wear] didn’t say Black Girls Rock.”
All of the girls in SIS contributed to the idea of the local organization, which is not in connection with BET or Beverly Bonds.
“That was Tatyerra Spurlock’s
creation, and the look in her
eyes and how [the thought of the
organization being in Morgan
Park] made her feel it made me
feel good and made [SIS sisters]
creative,” Morgan said. “She
blossomed from that.”
At the BET ceremony, R&B/soul
musician Janelle Monáe spoke toward young women about difference
and greatness. Monáe spoke to the
souls of young women like Spurlock,
Cashmere Cozart, Jasmine Bennett,
Lauren Holmes, Jaleyah Walker, Ravyn Hickerson, Susan Kirkland, Tiana
Kimble, and many others, giving
them a key to success.
“Perfection is often the

enemy of greatness,” Monáe said
at 2012’s annual BET ceremony,
sending a message to young
women about success.
The organization is a positive
thing for women and shows them
an example of what women are
and who they should be today,
current SIS member Cozart said.
The foundation has had a
great impact on women’s confidence and self-esteem, because
girls are truly beginning to feel
as if they rock. It’s not about skin
tone or height or weight issues or
personal flaws--because everyone
has them--it’s what you do with
them that makes you successful.
“[It’s about n]ot being afraid
to be who [you] are,” Morgan
said. “You don’t have to dumb
yourself down or pretend to be
someone else. You rock no matter
how you look.”
Another veteran performer
on the BET program offered
insight into how older women feel
about the title of the foundation.
“I am no longer a girl,”
said 72-year-old singer Dionne
Warwick, who considers herself
“a legend in the making,” at the
BET Black Girls Rock awards. “I’m
a woman. Not only do black girls
rock, but women rock, too.”

PRESIDENTIAL PARTY
continued from page 7

el in the hall was unbearable,”
Tennial said. “His speech was
inspiring and moving. I left the
celebration feeling that I had
shared in part of history.”
Tennial’s experience is the
same as many of us who got
a chance to witness what truly
can be considered a part of
history.
Santos Marchan, a Spanish
teacher, was also very excited
to hear the news of Obama
being reelected.
“I’m very happy that
Obama won, because he can
follow up on his programs
instead of somebody restarting,” Marchan said. “I feel he
can accomplish more now that
he has more time.”
Another supporter of the

president said she sees his reelection as a sign that things will
continue to improve.
“I am so excited that Obama
won!” said Enare Toussaint, a
mother of a Morgan Park student.
“He was truly the best candidate
and now I have better hope that
our economy will create more
jobs and better care.”
Not surprisingly, young
people are equally jubilant.
“Obama truly deserved to
win,” said student Maya Stewart.
“He has put so much time and
effort into this election and has
been trying his hardest to fix the
economy over the past four years.
I have faith that things will get
better now.”
While it appears that a lot
of people were excited that

Obama won, people who
rooted for Mitt Romney
felt let down by the voters’
decision. Several pictures
online show his supporters
crying right before he gave
his concession speech which
he apparently didn’t prepare
because he was so confident
in winning, but he did show
respect to Obama in his
speech.
"I have just called President Obama to congratulate
him on his victory,” Romney
said at a televised press
conference. “His supporters
and his campaign also deserve
congratulations. I wish all of
them well, but particularly the
president, the first lady and
their daughters.”

Gallery 37 is great opportunity
for those who are creative
By Keira Crouse

I

n many cases, Chicago
students arrive home
tired, restless, and stressed.
This is especially true with
the extended school days
and reduced holidays, plus
students are forced to deal
with a heavier load of school
work and homework. There
is, however, a way to channel
your creative energies into
something that’s fun: the
Gallery 37 program.
Gallery 37 is a performing arts program that offers
an opportunity for dancing,
acting, singing, culinary arts,
graphic video design, painting,

sculpturing, and others. There
are CPS teachers along with
professionals who work in those
fields to help improve and
perfect one’s craft. It’s as if you
attend two schools.
It takes a lot of patience,
discipline, passion, hard work,
and perseverance in being a
part of Gallery 37 and then
staying on top of your commitment at your home school.
“Going to Gallery and
balancing school is very difficult,” said Pamela Hines, a
student of Simeon High School.
“My sleep is now shorter; I also

Please turn to page 13 for

GALLERY 37
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Mayan ‘doomsday’ will be
DOOMSDAY just another day, say most
DOOMSDAY
predictions

failed

The Mayan doomsday “prophesy,” scheduled by some to
be Friday, December 21, 2012, is just the most current
so-called end-times prediction. Eschatology, or the part of
theology that focuses on the belief of the final events of
humankind, is part of nearly every religion, from Buddhism
to Christianity to Judaism. However, there is evidence of
an apocalypse being foretold by ancient Romans (634 B.C.)
and even earlier. According to an Assyrian clay tablet dating
to approximately 2800 B.C. (nearly 5000 years ago) that was
unearthed bearing the words “Our earth is degenerate in
these latter days. There are signs that the world is speedily
coming to an end. Bribery and corruption are common.”
The following is a tiny selection of the myriad predictions
that have come and gone over the past millennium.
1000 A.D.

The Last

Christian
Judgement,
authorities
depicting Christ
believed
overseeing the
the new
end of mankind,
millennium
painted by artist
would be
Stefan Lochner in
the Secthe 15th century.
ond Coming of Jesus. In anticipation of his return, many people disposed
of their belongings, left their jobs, and abandoned their homes.
When the date came and went with no apocalypse, folks who
thought the end was near realized they had miscalculated Jesus’
age and decided the world would actually end in 1033 A.D.

March 21, 1843 — March 21, 1844

William Miller confused thousands of followers, or Millerites,
when he declared that the world would end between March 21,
1843 and March 21, 1844. When the year rolled over and nothing happened, the date was moved to October 22, 1844.
After Jesus failed to arrive for the second time (known as the
“Great Disappointment”), some members went on to form the
Seventh Day Adventists.

1874, 1914, 1918, 1920, 1925, 1941, and 1975

One group that has traditionally been very into end-times prophecy are the Jehovah’s Witnesses, whose propensity for picking
failed years for Christ’s return are legendary. A group founded in
1874 by a one-time Millerite and Congregationalist by the name
of Charles Taze Russell (1852-1916), since its inception, no denomination has been more guilty of repeatedly setting dates than have
the JWs, usually to their own detriment. Though Russell originally
proposed several dates for Christ’s return starting in 1874, his most
famous doomsday date was October 1, 1914, a date which happened to dovetail nicely with the start of the First World War.

1891

Joseph Smith, founder of the Mormon church, called a meeting
of his church leaders in February 1835 to tell them that he had
spoken to God recently, and during their conversation he learned
that Jesus would return within the next 56 years, after which the
End Times would begin promptly.

Halley’s Comet, 1910

In 1881, an astronomer
discovered through
spectral analysis that
comet tails include
a deadly gas called
cyanogen (related, as
the name implies, to
cyanide). This was of
only passing interest
Halley’s Comet, 1986
until someone realized
that Earth would pass through the tail of Halley’s comet in 1910.
Would everyone on the planet be bathed in deadly toxic gas?
That was the speculation reprinted on the front pages of The
New York Times and other newspapers, resulting in a widespread
panic across the United States and abroad. Finally even-headed
scientists explained that there was nothing to fear.
1982
Televangelist and Christian Coalition founder Pat Robertson
startled and alarmed many in 1980 when — contrary to Matthew 24:36 (“No one knows about that day or hour, not even
the angels in heaven ...”) he informed his “700 Club” TV show
audience around the world that he knew when the world would
end. “I guarantee you by the end of 1982 there is going to be a
judgment on the world,” Robertson said.

Please turn to page 13 for NOT
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By Jasmine Bennett
and Tremel Wilson-Hughes

It’s been suggested that the
ancient Mayans have predicted
that there will be a “Doomsday”
using their ancient calendar on
December 21, 2012.
There have been many
“doomsdays” predicted before,
including The Prophet Hen of
Leeds in 1806, the Mormon Armageddon in 1891, conspiracies
about Halley’s Comet in 1910, the
infamous “Y2K” in 2000, and the
most recent prediction this year
in October after a failed rapture
prediction on May 21 by Harold
Camping. Now, the next doomsday prediction is edging closer in
just over two weeks.
On December 21, 2012, the
Mayan calendar ends, causing
wild speculation that the world
will end or suffer a drastic change
on that date. There are three Mayan calendars. The third calendar,
“long count,” suggests that the
world “began” on August 11,
3114 B.C. and “ends” on December 21, 2012.
Many students have already
heard about the infamous date and
developed their own opinion about
it. Maya Stewart, a senior and cocaptain of the pom pon team, said
she doesn’t believe the hype.
“I don’t believe the world is
going to end this year,” she said.
“I really feel that no human can
truly tell when the world will end.
The world was supposed to end
so many times before, but nothing has happened yet.”
Some very credible scientific
minds have chimed in to refute
the myth and to calm even the
slightest of fears, especially those
of children who are susceptible to
believing wild theories.
In fact, the National Aeronautic Space Agency (NASA)
has even devoted a web page
to dispel any and all rumors and
speculation about the Mayan
calendar interpretations. Various
disaster scenarios are refuted,
including the belief that a rogue
planet (named Planet X? Really?) will crash into the Earth
(won’t happen since NASA says
it would be able to see it coming by now), or the Earth’s poles
will flip (a reversal in the rotation
of Earth is impossible), or there
will be a worldwide blackout, or
some weird planet alignment
will do harm (planet alignments
have happened in 1962, 1982,
2000, and we’re still here), among
others.
Senior Angelica Collins also
believes that the doomsday prediction is just a bunch of talk.
“I don’t believe in the
‘doomsday’ prediction,” she said.
“No one can truly say they know
they know the exact date the
world will end. In fact, no one
can honestly say the world will
end. It’s just gossip.”
Junior Matt Glass believes that people shouldn’t
“believe everything everybody says” and the theories
are “not true”.
Even movies have
been made regarding the
issue of the Mayan predic-

Doomsday
dreamers seem
to rework oldtime science
fiction ideas,
like the 1951
flick “When
Worlds
Collide.” Like
some who
think a mystery
planet is on a
crash course
with Earth
right now, this
61-year-old movie works under the premise that a new planet
is hurtling toward a doomed Earth, forcing a small group of
survivalists to frantically work to complete a rocket which will
take them to their new home.
tion. “2012” is a 2009 American
science fiction disaster film that
portrays disasters occuring on
December 21, 2012 based on the
theory of the end of the world. In
this wild scenario, massive solar
flares cause the temperature
of the Earth’s core to increase
rapidly, triggering massive natural
catastrophes.
“I don’t believe in that
doomsday talk,” senior JoyaNicole Conyers said. “I heard
there were many movies before
that predicted the same stuff, and
we’re still alive. The world will end
when it ends, we’ll never know
until that day.”
It seems as if not everyone
believes that these apocalyptic
predictions this year are completely false.
“Something might happen,”
junior Ebony Ward said, “but
there’s been other days they said
the world was going to end and

nothing happened.”
One student has a more
spiritual take on the doomsday
prediction.
“I feel that doomsday 2012
is a myth,” senior Bianca Fearn
said.”Nobody can predict when
the world is going to end. It clearly
states in the Bible that no man
knows when Jesus will come back.”
According to the students,
the 2012 date of extinction is
nothing more than a joke. No one
completely agrees with it and feel
as though people should just stop
talking about it and leave it alone.
“This whole prediction of the
world ending is something we’ve
heard for years,” senior Tiffany
Jones said. “No one can predict
when the world is going to end.
This talk of the world ending is
just a crazy rumor that spread
uncontrollably. People should
stop rushing it and enjoy life while
they can.”

Ancient wall art debunks
Mayan myth of doom
The oldest-known version of the ancient Maya calendar,
believed to be from 800 B.C., was discovered painted on
an ancient wall of a ruin deep in the Guatemalan rainforest
last May, according to an article on LiveScience.com, a
tech and science news site.
Contrary to popular myth, this calendar isn’t a
countdown to the end of the world in December 2012, the
LiveScience story states.
“The Mayan calendar is going to keep going for
billions, trillions, octillions of years into the future,” said
archaeologist David Stuart of the University of Texas, who
worked to decipher the glyphs. “Numbers we can’t even
wrap our heads around.”
The excavations of the mural room were funded by the
National Geographic Society. Pictured at left is an ancient
Mayan calendar carved in stone.
The Maya recorded time in a series of cycles, including
400-year chunks called baktuns. It’s these baktuns that have
led to rumors of
an end-of-the-world catastrophe
on
Dec. 21, 2012 — on that date,
a cycle of 13 baktuns will be
complete. But the idea that
this means the end of the
world is a misconception,
Stuart said. In fact, Maya
experts have known
for a long time that the
calendar doesn’t end
after the 13th baktun.
It simply begins a new
cycle. And the calendar
encompasses much larger
units than the baktun.
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Although many cultures permit teenage drinking,
interest among American youth is in decline
By Alexandria Porter
and Morgan Williams

By Jazmine Purdis
& Markee Williams

M

any young people
around the world
look forward to the day when
they reach legal drinking age, but
because of issues associated with
drinking alcohol many nations
have instituted a minimum age
that an individual must reach
before he or she is allowed to
consume or purchase alcohol.
Depending on cultural
norms, this age varies widely,
from around 16 to 25 in many
countries. This makes the average minimum legal drinking age
around the globe 15.9.
A majority of countries
have set the drinking age at 18.
Although in fifty countries, the
minimum age is lower than 18,
and in twelve countries it is higher
than 18. Most laws apply only to
drinking alcoholic beverages in
public locations. The only country
with a minimum legal age for
consuming alcohol at home is the
United Kingdom, which prohibits
drinking below the age of 6.

I Saw Mommy Kissing Santa Claus

(Source: Monitoring the Future Study, NIDA)
Internationally, the average age
at which drinking alcohol first occurs
is 12 years and about 80 percent of
young people begin drinking alcoholic beverages regularly at age 15
or younger according to the World
Health Organization (WHO).
In many nations the law isn’t
generally enforced unless alcohol
is abused and associated with
behavioral problems.
Underage drinking is a serious issue among adolescents. In
the U.S. an estimated ten million
young people under the age
of 21 drank alcohol in the past
month.

Researchers sponsored by
The Century Council, an organization of distillers fighting drunk
driving and underage drinking,
asked why today’s youth drink
alcohol, and 51 percent reported
neither they nor their friends
drink. Among reasons cited by
youth for why teens drink, 41
percent say to have a good time
followed by celebrate (30 per-

Please turn to page 15 for

FEWER TEENS
INDULGE IN
ALCOHOL

continued from page 11
listened to, we all had a mutual
respect for the art of singing.”
More and more sponsors have
donated and offered to support the
program. In 2000, Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation became the
apprenticeship that helped the
program to become successful and
add more programs like dancing,
technology, and science.
Many more programs were
added and programs were
advanced throughout the years,
and with Maggie Daley being the
chair of the After School Matters,
exponential growth followed. She
served as chair until her passing
in 2011. Since then, over 10,000
youth have expressed their love
for the program and the often
struggle of being a part of this
fine arts school.
“The negative aspect is
getting home later than I’m used
to,” Mariah Gamble, a student
at Gwendolyn Brooks said. “And
when I get home, I have a lot

of homework to do, on top of
rehearsing music for my vocal arts
class, and spending a lot of time
rehearsing for the play I’m in, in
addition to gallery.”
For many students, they
often face the difficultly of balancing out school work with other
activities. Teachers are affected
as well. They often have to learn
and study for us. This advances
them as well.
“Wow! I think there are several things that are so special about
being a part of Gallery 37,” said
Daniel Henry, a professional vocal
arts instructor and performer who
teaches at Gallery, “but I love
when the youth who have come
to Gallery didn’t see having a
future, and then they come back
six years later grateful for this
program that gave them hope,
encouragement, and love that
causes them to go to college and
to have become business women
and men.”

NOT QUITE

When comet Hale-Bopp appeared in 1997, rumors surfaced
that an alien spacecraft was
following the comet — covered
up, of course, by NASA and the
astronomical community. Though
the claim was refuted by astronomers (and could be refuted by
anyone with a good telescope),
the rumors were publicized on Art
Bell’s paranormal radio talk show
“Coast to Coast AM.” These
claims inspired a San Diego UFO
cult named Heaven’s Gate to
conclude that the world would
end soon. The world did indeed
end for 39 of the cult members,
who committed suicide on March
26, 1997.

Nostradamus, August 1999

The heavily obfuscated and
metaphorical writings of Michel
de Nostrdame have intrigued

Do You Hear What I Hear?
Destiny’s Child
This holiday hit (2001) was originally written in 1962,
and since then has been covered and remixed by
hundreds of artists. Destiny’s Child’s voices were a
perfect fit for this song, because they all have different ranges and pitches.

Jingle Bell Rock
Bobby Helms
In this swinging 1957 hit, Helms sings about dancing,
sleighing, and just having fun in the winter time. It is
very upbeat and fun; it’s a live song.

This Christmas

Silent Night
The Temptations
The Temptations sung this song perfectly on their
1970 Christmas Card album. The beat and tempo
matched each member’s solo. I really enjoyed the
smooth and calming sound that this song brought.
This song has a slow, soothing beat and the voices
are angelic.

Have Yourself a Merry Little Christmas
Luther Vandross
On this song (1995), Luther V. sings about enjoying
the Christmas holiday without any troubles or worries, just embracing your family, friends, and having
fun. This is a soft, slow song that has an instrumental
in which you just enjoy the instruments playing.

Rudolph the Red Nosed Reindeer
Gene Autry
Growing up, this one of my favorite Christmas songs
because it had a message in it, that being different
is okay because you can do things others couldn’t.
Rudolph was teased because he had a shiny red
nose, but because of it he got a chance that the
other reindeers didn’t. This version was a No. 1 hit by
Autry in 1949.

Mistletoe

continued from page 12

Heaven’s Gate, 1997

The Jackson 5
The Jackson 5 released this album in October 1970,
and to this day this album is still played during the
Christmas season. In the song Michael Jackson tells
the story of him coming downstairs and catching
his mother kiss Santa, when in actuality his dad is
dressed in a Santa suit.

Chris Brown
The original song was written in 1970 by Donny
Hathaway. In this 2007 version, Chris Brown captures
the feel of a family coming together to make the
holiday a joyous and lovely event.

GALLERY 37
have to hustle to do my homework.”
In Gallery, you must juggle all
the pieces given and then practice
and study until they are ready to
be displayed and performed. It has
been around since 1991 and was
inspired by the late Maggie Daley,
the former mayor’s wife. She had a
desire for youth to come to a place
that can train them, teach them,
and release their talents in any form
of art. They also could be mentored about how to fight through
the adversities of life.
Over the years, Gallery mentors have impacted several youth
and have left great memories.
“It gave me the opportunity
to sing music I never heard of,”
Sabrina Walker, a former student
of Gallery 37, said. “The most
memorable thing about Gallery
was the different people I met
from different schools at the competition, and no matter what type
of music we liked or the styles we

My iPod Playlist

people for over 400 years. His
writings, the accuracy of which
relies heavily upon very flexible
interpretations, have been translated and re-translated in dozens
of different versions. One of the
most famous quatrains read, “The
year 1999, seventh month / From
the sky will come great king of
terror.” Many Nostradamus devotees grew concerned that this
was the famed prognosticator’s
vision of Armageddon.

Y2K (January 1, 2000)

Nobody was really sure what
would happen on January 1, 2000, except that it
necessitated stockpiling
bottled water, D batteries,
and guns. The fear was
that computers would
not understand the
year “00,” reading it as
1900 instead of 2000.

Presumably, this would cause the
technological universe to collapse. The millennium came and
went, anyway.

May 21, 2011

Harold Camping, president of the
Family Radio Network, created a
lot of hoopla last spring when he
predicted that world would end
in a series of rolling earthquakes known
as "The
Rapture."
After May
21 came
and went
sans any
signs of hellfire and brimstone, Camping pushed
The End back
to October 21.
Oops.

Justin Bieber
This is a love song, and it has a mellow beat. In this
song, Bieber sings about how beautiful the winter
holidays are, and how he’s going to be under the
mistletoe with his loved one.

Let It Snow
Boyz II Men
Boyz II Men (1993) sing about having their significant other help them prepare for the winter
holidays, and how much they are in love with their
companions. “Hey, it’s another Christmas holiday;
it’s a joyous thing let the angels sing. Cause we’re
together, we got a thing can’t let it slip away.”
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You got pwned!
Video game review: Call of Duty Black Ops 2
Want to make
a great game
like Call of
Duty even
better? Just
add zombies!

By Tyrone Lawson

“T

he best Call of Duty
ever,”said Craig
Scott, a senior gamer.
This is what most people
think about the all new first person
shooter game, and after a overall
review of 9.3/10 from entertainment
site IGN and selling 80,000,000
copies, it’s hard to differ.
The game consists of three
main options, Campaign, Multiplayer, and Zombies (of course!).
Campaign jumps between different
characters and different times in the
history and future. This option has
dates that go from 1986 to 2025,
and they show how technology in
the game changes over time.
The Campaign starts off in
the Cold War Era missions following the characters Alex Mason
and Sgt. Frank Woods from the
first Black Ops.
Then the 2025 missions are
with Alex Mason’s son, David Mason. All of these soldiers fate are
associated with the villain, Raul
Menendez.
Menendez is the kind of villain that seems impossible to kill,
and growing up in the Cold War
and surviving some life threatening experiences is the reason why.
The story puts Menendez as if
he’s not a bad guy, but he’s just
seeking revenge on the nation
that killed his loving little sister.
The story is truly better
than the other campaigns because of the addition of player
choice and consequence.
For example, whether you
choose to find all of the intel
in a level or choose to shoot
someone can come back to haunt
you, hurt you, or help you.
Another addition to the game
is the Bots. Bots are advanced futuristic robots that you command
at your will. In the Multiplayer
mode, the game has all types of
new perks, guns, attachments, and
devices. For example the game
has a new gun scope that can see
through walls, new perks that can
let you put up to three attachments on your primary gun, and
new devices that send a deadly
shock through your body if you
walk pass them in the game.
In the Multiplayer mode the
game has many new scorestreaks
also, scorestreaks are when you
get a certain amount of kills and
you earn a little edge on the
battlefield. Some of the new scorestreaks are Dragonfire, Lightning
Strike and Hellstorm missile.
The new graphics online for
Multiplayer is the best one yet,
they make sure that you see every
little detail.
Another great thing about
the game is the new Pick 10 Class
system, where each attachment,
weapon, grenade or perk counts as
one of your ten points, and you can
swap them out whenever to create
a huge number of combinations.
Last, but not least, the Zombie mode of the game. Zombie’s
has only been around for two
sequels, but people really do love
it. With over a million hours of
zombies played since the game’s
release it’s hard to argue with
those results.
“I barley even play Multiplayer or Campaign anymore,” said
Julian Tripp, a senior game player.

Some of the new things to
Zombies are bigger maps, more
guns you can use, the zombies
now have guns, and much more.
Zombies is a game that never
ends, and is only “over” when all
8 players die. When you die, your
record is recorded, but only if
you’re good enough.

People try to set new records
with their friends all the time.
These are the new attachments
to Call of Duty Black Ops 2.
Most people seem to like the
first-person shooter, high-intense
Campaign mode, and the deadly
Zombie mode on the game. Grab
it ($59.99) and decide for yourself.
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Trust is the foundation
for a good relationship
By Tyla Perkins
and Erika Kelley

T

rust is the key to a
relationship. In a
survey, trust had the highest
score of importance. Trust also
has great risks behind it.
Some issues that lead to
people having trust issues are
cheating, lying, communication,
bad influences, partying, past
experiences, and social websites.
“I think girls have trust issues
because females have insecurities,” Bhrea Griffin said. “They’ve
probably had a really bad past
with trusting someone, which
messes it up for other people.”

“The girls should
do good; despite
our size, we are very
competitive. The
boys are going to go
great. They are preparing for a tough
and long season.”
Kiara Carter, senior
“I think both the
girls and boys
team will make it to
city, at least. Both
teams are ready for
a good season.”
Kennedy Rhoden,
senior
“I feel that both
the girls and boys
team will do very
well. I have faith in
the both of us to
get very far in our
season.” Maronda
Evans, senior
“The boys and
girls both posses a
tremendous amount
of talent this year.
However, the girls
are faced with the
adversity of lack of
height. While it will
alter our playing
style, we should
remain a force to be
reckoned with, as
well as the boys.”
Tristian
Anderson, senior
“I believe the girls
will do good as
always because of
their competitive
skills and talent.
I have faith in
the boys, as well,
because they also
have amazing
talent.” Autumn
Crump, senior

“I think the boys and
girls basketball team
are going to perform
[well], because we've
grown to play with
each other and we're
all ready to play.”
Kierra Graves,
senior
“We, the girl's team,
are going to have
the best season. I
don’t know about
the boys; I guess
they'll do alright.”
Taylor Cephas,
senior
“I think the boys
and girls basketball
team is going to go
far this year by winning city and state.”
Bhrea
Griffin, junior
“The boys and girls
basketball team
will have their best
season this year,
because there are
more seniors on the
team working for
scholarships.”
Nikia Patrick,
junior
“I strongly believe
in our boys and girls
teams to be city
champs. They have
the right motivation
and support to do it.
If they work hard and
stay focus they can
achieve anything.”
Arshayle Huggins,
senior
“I think the girls and
boys both will do
very [well] this year;
they have been
practicing very hard,
so they deserve [the
city title].” Harlie
Bivens, senior

Please turn to page 15 for
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VEGAS VACATION
continued from page 10

What’s your prediction on the girls
and boys basketball team seasons?
By Clarque Stewart
and Darren Davis

Most times when you mess
up in a relationship, it takes way
more than time to build the
trust back up.
Another factor that messes
up trust is if everyone is in your
business, which makes it worse
because people will influence
their thoughts into your head.
Also, people will tell lies about
your partner to break up happiness out of jealousness, making
more issues.
“I hate when people say
too much of their opinion,”
Taliyah Spells said, “then that

A wax-likeness of President
Obama, me, and my aunt at
Tussaud’s museum in Vegas.
Andrea and her friend Elisa. We
stayed at the Planet Hollywood
Resort and Casino; it was nice,
and I was extremely fascinated
with Vegas as a whole.
During that trip, we visited
the Hoover Dam; it was breathtaking, and the mountains are
really beautiful.
My second time was this
year, in October, from the 21st
to 26th. I love Vegas, especially
since the weather is always beautiful and there is so much to do.
Throughout the whole week we
stayed the weather was in the
mid-70s to 80 degrees.
Often, when people think of
Las Vegas, they think of casinos
and gambling. Today, the city is
kid-friendly and many families are
making Vegas a vacation destination. They have an amusement
park hotel called Circus, Circus
which is actually a big-top circus.
It features many activities, including dragon shows at the Excalibur
Castle-themed resort.
This year, it was just me and
my aunt, and we stayed on South
Las Vegas Boulevard, known as
“The Strip,” at the Paris Hotel.
I loved the hotel it really gave
the feel of being in Paris, France
with the Eiffel Tower and beautiful
details.
At the hotel, you can experience everything you love about
Paris, right in the heart of The
Strip. The Paris Las Vegas Hotel
and Casino has excitement and
ambiance of Europe's most
romantic city. They have small
European stores and eateries. The
food in the cafes resembled authentic French cuisine (I think).
We spent a lot of the
time shopping. The strip
features everything: Every hotel

has a mall inside of it and plenty
of restaurants. You can go in the
hotels through the street entrance
and enter directly into the stores.
There are hotels with themes
that represent places all around
the world. They have a hotel that
represents Egypt, called the Luxor, and the hotel is in the shape
of an pyramid--its really beautiful.
They have details including Egyptian statues and a giant sphinx.
The Caesar’s Palace theme is
focused around Julius Caesar, the
ruler of ancient Rome.
The whole experience is just
memorable. Visitors see plenty
of different things while walking
the strip, from homeless people,
cartoon characters, to street
performers. There were various
different performances at all differ
times of the day.
My favorite place to eat
was at the Hash House, which
is located in the Imperial Palace
hotel. They had the best chicken
and waffles; they were delicious.
It was my first time eating there,
and the serving sizes were huge,
enough for at least three people.
We also went to see a show
at the Harrah’s hotel; it was called
Legends. It featured performers
imitating various artists, such as
Elvis Presley, Adele, The Blues
Brothers, Justin Timberlake, Whitney Houston, and Barry White.
“I loved the Elvis performance, it was so believable,” said
Andrea Hopkins, my aunt. “I grew
up watching Elvis; the impersonator was just like the King of Rock
and Roll.”
I also got to visit Madame
Tussaud’s Las Vegas Wax Museum
for the second time. The museum
featured pop stars, Hollywood
stars, Las Vegas legends, cultural
icons, world icons, sports stars,
speed demons, and television
stars all in wax figures statues.
Madame Tussaud’s recently
unveiled wax figure of Rihanna,
on November 13, 2012, just days
before the launch of her new
album, Unapologetic.
The wax figure feature a
microphone in her hand which
showcases Rihanna’s unique personality and confident on-stage
persona. The figure is adorned in
an alluring nude-colored outfit, fiery red hair, vibrant pink makeup,
and long black nails.
I even had my picture taken
with President Barack Obama;
well, at least his likeness, anyway.
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IMPROVE OVER LAST YEAR
continued from page 16

pounding the Al Raby Raiders
(7-4), 34-14, in the Public League
semifinal game.
Finally, the tightly-monitored
but sparse crowd had a chance to
really get excited when running
back Charles Bournes raced the
opening kickoff back the length
of the field to get on the board
first, 6-0.
Unfortunately, six minutes
later, Simeon put up their first TD,
followed by an extra point, giving
them the lead, 7-6. After another
score by the Wolverines, 13-6, the
Mustangs managed to regain the
lead late in the second quarter,
14-13, but a drive to close the
first half lifted Simeon, 21-14,
seeming to deflate the team.
In the second half, Simeon
scored two straight touchdowns
in the third quarter, shutting down
the MP offense, quieting the small
crowd. By the end of the game,
the Wolverines took home their
second consecutive CPS Public
League championship plaque,
plus a trip to the Prep Bowl, beating the Mustangs 35-14.
Players didn’t foresee such

an upset.
“I really thought we had that
game in the bag,” senior wide receiver Theodore Jones said. “We
showed up, but we didn’t sell out
as a team.”
The last time the Mustangs
won the city title was in 2007,
when they beat Simeon 22-7.
They played in 2010, but lost to
Curie in overtime, 40-34.
The football team, this year,
wasn’t expected to be as good as
they were. Last season, the Mustangs went 4-6 and just weren’t
really that good. But with the
hiring of Chicago native coach
Wesley Yates, who has also been
the school’s Culture of Calm coordinator, the football team is back
to playing how MP used to play.
“No one expected us to be
as good as we were at all,” said
Coach Yates after the tough loss.
The Mustangs had 4 All-City
players on the team, including Charles Bournes. He rushed
for over 1600 yards as a junior.
The team also thought they
improved over last season, when
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newcomer Jeremy Gold took over
the coaching reigns from veteran
Lexie Spurlock.
“I feel the team did a big
turnaround from last year,” Jones
said. “Everybody stepped up and
played their part.”
Overall, the football team
had an excellent year. They have
a lot of returning players and look
to have an even better season
next year.
“Next year is going to be an
even better year for us,” Yates
said. “We have more coaches
coming in, and our weight room
is being redone.”
The new weight room is part
of the renovation project MP has
being done. A lack of strength is
a big reason the Mustangs were
overpowered by a few teams, but
there were other reasons, too.
To get to the next level, the
team needs to “Get bigger, lift
more weights, and have more
dedication,” Jones said, adding,
“There were a lot of disagreements on the team. I think they
should come together and act like
a family.”
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HIGH HOPES
FOR MUSTANGS
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FEWER TEENS INDULGE IN ALCOHOL
continued from page 13

cent). Nearly three in ten teens
(28 percent) say they drink to get
drunk, and two in ten teens say
to feel good (24 percent) or destress/relax (21 percent).
Desiree Freeman, a senior,
believes that people under the
age of 21 should now and forever be prohibited from drinking
in the U.S. and that today’s society has an affect on a teenager’s
decision to consume alcoholic
beverages.
“I personally think that you
should only be able to drink at

the age of 21,” Freeman said.
“Some teenagers drink alcohol
just because they see others do
it; even if they don’t like it they’ll
still do it.”
The National Minimum Drinking Age Act of 1984 required all
states to raise their minimum purchase and public possession of
alcohol age to 21. The states that
did not comply faced a reduction in highway funds under the
Federal Highway Aid Act.
For example, in 1966 the
Louisiana Supreme Court briefly

refused to raise its drinking age
limit, but after the Clinton administration told the state it would
lose $17 million in highway funding it quickly conformed.
Regina Porter, a parent of a
teenager, expressed her opposing views on early age drinking.
“I believe that if you’re not
old enough to buy it, then you
shouldn’t be drinking it,” Porter
said. “But now-a-days teenagers
will have someone 21 years or
older purchase alcohol for them,
and then they get wasted.”

ALL ABOUT TRUST
continued from page 14

makes me second guess myself,
and you should never doubt your
own thoughts for someone else’s.”
Rapper/ Singer Drake’s hit
“Trust Issues” was rated top 10 for
weeks. In this song, he was basically saying that it’s really hard to trust

females and old friends because
they’re not loyal or trustworthy, and
he wants someone to trust.
“A time I was betrayed is
when I had a boyfriend,” Jada
Long said. “I really did trust him
with a lot of things and he cheat-

Players commit to next level

ed on me with my best friend at
the library. But best believe she
isn’t my best friend anymore!”
Many people agree that
second chances should be given.
Mistakes are bound to happen in
today’s generation.
Additional chances should
only be given depending on
the extremeness of the situation. Some people don’t deserve
another chance, and it’s hard to
decide whether they do or not, so
you have to trust your heart.
“I think second chances are
good,” JeVaughn Morgan said.
“They should be earned because
if you get another chance then you
need to correct your mistakes or
not even making the same ones.”

Strong forward Billy Garrett drops in another bucket
against Southland Prep in the Mustangs’ punishing victory,
101-10 (Photo by Julian Tripp)
guard Markee Williams (who
is expected to play after CPS
authorizes his eligibility; he
recently returned from Crane
High School).
With the team now under
a spotlight not seen since the
days of Wayne Blackshear who,
as a junior transfer, led the
Mustangs to a city title in 2010.
Both Garrett and Williams, who
were freshmen at the time,
were on the team, too.
This group of young men
appears ready to take on
every opponent, including the
Wolverines.
“We have the personnel
needed to beat them,” said
Garrett, the team captain. “We
also have size, guard play, and
leadership.”
Davis, who transferred from
Hyde Park last spring, and only
recently cleared to play by CPS,
is also confident that this team
matches up with anyone.
“Many teams are scared

[of Simeon] because they won
state three years in a row,” he
said, “but that [doesn’t] scare
us at all.”
The strong forward, who’s
headed to DePaul after this year,
said that this group is a legit
contender in the post-season.
“We have some of the
top players in the state,” Garrett said, “and our team is full
of veteran players which are
needed to win it all.”
Some might think just being
ranked among the best is good
enough, but this only motivates
them to actually be the best.
“Our attitude is that we
should be number one,” Garrett
said, “so every game we come
out with a chip on our shoulder.”
Every game will be important, but what will likely be the
event of the regular season will
be when the Mustangs take on
the Wolverines on January 16,
likely to be held at Chicago
State University.

LADY MUSTANGS UNDEFEATED
continued from page 16

DePaul Blue Demons’ recruit Billy Garrett Jr. and Dayton
Flyers’ recruit Kyle Davis sign commitment papers for
their respective schools last month during a ceremony
in the school library. They are flanked by Annissa Garrett
(mother), Curtis Blair (cousin), Mustangs assistant coach
Walter Woghiren, assistant coach Terry Johnson, and
Rhonda Davis (mother). (Photo by Jeremiah Sanders).

tangs put their skills out there on
the hardwood.
“I still think we weren’t prepared for the first game,” the team
captain said, “but I knew we would
win because we had talent.”
The team believes that their
new changes will lead them towards a long celebratory journey.
“I see us winning city and
state,” assistant coach Anderson
said. “In order to win, we need to
work hard, depend on each other
with trust, and come ready to play.”

The entire team sees a trophy and a ring in their future, but
not before playing their toughest
opponent.
“Whitney Young will be our
biggest competitor,” shooting
guard Kierra Graves said, “because their real competitive, quick
on their feet, and know how to
play. In order for us to beat them,
we need to get rebounds and
keep our head in the game.”
In order to defeat the Dolphins,
the coaches urge their players to

keep their mind on the game.
“They need to stay focused,
play hard every minute of the
game, and believe in themselves,” Coach Q said.
Until that day, the team
needs to continue to play one
game at a time.
“I don’t talk to the team
before games,” the team captain
said, “but they know to play hard
and stay focused.”
Their next scheduled opponent
is the Hyde Park Indians, tomorrow.
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Girls open season with big wins, go undefeated
By Sydney Haney

T

Center Patricia Albert tips off against her Mother McAuley opponent in the season home opener
on Thursday, November 15. The Lady Mustangs (3-0) beat the Mighty Macs 52-51. (Photo by
Julian Tripp)

Want
a 2013
yearbook?

Then you need to do one of two things NOW!

A. Pay
your
2013
activity
fee

B. Pay
$35 to
reserve
your
copy

Due to fewer students paying their annual activity fee
ON TIME, or who have been approved for a fee waiver*,
the Yearbook has been forced to purchase only the
number of books that have been paid for via Activity
Fees or Advanced Payment by December 14, 2012.

he Lady Mustangs varsity
basketball team are on a
roll to victory this season starting
with a 3-0 record.
The girls have already defeated a powerhouse parochial
team, Mother McCauley, and
Englewood’s Lindblom Math and
Science Academy. Both victories
were special in different ways.
The Mustangs edged the Vikings
in the season opener, 52-51, but
then dealt the Eagles a crushing
defeat, 96-19.
Assistant coaches Dennis Anderson and Kedonica Taylor don’t
believe fans should be shocked
by the Mustangs’ early success.
“I am not surprised by the
wins, Anderson said. “We expect
them to win.”
The coaches were not the only
ones who had faith in the team.
“I wasn’t surprised,” said
team captain Tristian Anderson,
reflecting on the game. “I had a
feeling we could pull it together
and get the win.”
Continuing on their unbeaten
streak, the girls beat Harlan’s Falcons, 74-47, last Thursday.
The girls are on a solid path

Please turn to page 15 for

LADY MUSTANGS
UNDEFEATED

Some say Mustangs
are the team to beat
W

hat a difference a
year makes. The
Mustangs varsity basketball
squad is being mentioned in
the same sports conversations
as No. 1 nationally-ranked
Simeon Career Academy, with
some whispering MP is the
better team.
News coverage has been
nothing but positive, with a recent Chicago Sun-Times story
glowing about the Mustangs
being the team that can knock
off the vaunted Wolverines,
led by the No. 2-ranked senior,
forward Jabari Parker.
Even before the season
started, the Southtown Star
ranked MP No. 1 on it’s list,

saying “This is a team without
weakness,” but added, “There
still is just one ball and the players
must check their egos at the door
if expectations are to be met.”
And now, in the young
season, the Mustangs (2-0 as of
Sunday) are ranked No. 3 in the
Sun-Times’ Michael O'Brien's
Super 25, behind No. 1 Simeon
(1-0) and No. 2 Whitney Young (10). Last year, the Mustangs were
IHSA 3A Regional and Sectional
champs, but failed to secure a city
or state crown.
At the Cyrus McGinnis Jump
Ball Showcase in Niles on Sunday,
the boys let Notre Dame stay
close for the first three quarters,
then closed it out for their second

victory, 61-52.
In what amounted to
essentially a dunk clinic, the
squad opened the season
against Southland Prep Charter. The Eagles didn’t even
have a team last year, and it
showed, as the Mustangs hung
on the rim during most of the
mismatch, humiliating the visitors by a score of 101-10.
Starters for this season are
strong forward Billy Garrett,
forwards Lamont Walker and
Josh Cunningham, shooting
guard Kyle Davis, and point

Please turn to page 15 for

HIGH HOPES FOR
MUSTANGS

Mustangs fall to Simeon in city championship
By Denzel Lyke

H

opes were high going
into the Public League
championship last month, with
the Mustangs (7-5) and Simeon’s
Wolverines (11-2) going head-tohead for the second time this season,
but round was for the city title.
When the Mustangs first met
the Wolverines in the third game
of the regular season, MP played
them close, falling 13-6 in the
second half make-up game that
was forced after the chaos of the
initial meeting.
After being knocked out the
IHSA state playoffs by Lemont,
45-0, MP came back strong,

As of now, only around 600 students have paid this
year’s fee, which includes a copy of the yearbook. So as
of now, ONLY 600 books will be ordered.
So, if you want to be certain to receive your yearbook in June,
either pay your Activity Fee, or pay $35 to reserve a copy,
NO LATER THAN DECEMBER 14, 2012.
PAYMENT IS TO BE MADE IN THE MAIN OFFICE.
*NOTE: Those who receive a fee waiver DO NOT receive a free yearbook.

to improve upon their 2011 record of 25-7.
“They get along more. It’s a
more cohesive team. Camaraderie,” Anderson said. “We have a
great team. We could become
better then last year.”
The girls are gaining respect around the city, too. As of
Monday, Phil Brozynski's Super 25
has the Lady Mustangs rising to
No. 16. The only other Chicago
Public League team to crack the
list is Whitney Young (2-0) who is
ranked No. 1.
The girls also see their new
changes, proving themselves on
the court.
“I think we did pretty good,”
shooting guard Taylore Cephas
said. “We really work well together.”
Before the first two wins,
there was some uncertainty as to
the team’s readiness.
“We had a lot of injuries and
did not get to prepare and work
as much as we needed,” assistant
coach Anderson said.
Regardless, the Lady Mus-

Defensive end Joshua Eison sacks the forcing a fumble early in
the city title game against Simeon, but it wasn’t enough as the
Mustangs lost, 35-14. (Photo by Jeremiah Sanders)
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