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Third principal selection process
narrows to three possible candidates
A

fter a nearly year-long
search, featuring two
disheartening selection cycles,
the Local School Council (LSC)
is zeroing in on another possible
choice to lead the school.
The LSC hosted a candidate
forum last Wednesday evening in
the school library, where council
members introduced the remaining
principal applicants in what is now
the third attempt to fill the position.
The council received 17 resumes for principal and reviewed
12. Of those, the group chose
five candidates to come to the
forum. However, two dropped out
before this meeting. One notified
the LSC that he had accepted
a principalship at Tilden Career
Community Academy High
School in the Canaryville neighborhood, while the other said she
would not further pursue the MP
position at this time, according
to LSC community representative

Peggy Goddard.
The three remaining choices
were introduced at Wednesday’s
open meeting, where they were
given two minutes to deliver a
brief response to three questions:
What qualifies you to be principal
of Morgan Park High School, what
are your responsibilities in your
current position, and what would
you do in your first 100 days as
principal of MP?
First to speak was Shontae
Higginbottom (current principal at
Avalon Park Elementary School).
In her delivery, the Higginbottom told of how she is a resident
in the Morgan Park community,
and, although she is currently a
principal of a elementary school,
she said she would love the “opportunity to return to high school,
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Morgan Park High School principal candidates Diana Smith (current Principal at York High School
in Elmhurst Community Unit School District 205), Shontae Higginbottom (current principal at
Avalon Park Elementary School in Chicago), and Elizabeth Randle-Robbins (current principal at
George W. Curtis School of Excellence in Chicago) pose for a photo before the Local School
Council open forum held last Wednesday in the library.

Nobel laureate speaks to students
about horrors of nuclear war

INSID E

1985 Nobel Peace
Laureate Dr. Ira Helfand
speaks to students, staff, and
guests about the long-term
impact of nuclear war and
the need to keep the world
free from the threat of nuclear
catastrophe. Seventeen
Nobel Peace Prize laureates
visited CPS schools before
their 12th World Summit in
Chicago last month.
Other laureates included
Polish activist Lech Walesa,
former President Jimmy
Carter, and even former
Soviet leader Mikhail
Gorbachev.
The Nobel Peace Prize
is a great honor and award
given to individuals who have
made great change in the
fields of Literature, Physics,
Chemistry, or Medicine.
(Photo by Joshua Housing)
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Renovation likely
to begin next week
By BreAnna Stewart

I

t appears that the longawaited, nearly $20 million
renovation project will finally
begin as early as next week;
however, much of the early stages
of work is expected to have a
minimal impact on the day-to-day
operation of the school.
Head engineer Michael Cox
and engineer John Earley sat
down with project manager Mike
Clemente and Jeff Choler and
hammered out the start dates and
work to completed in and around
the school facility to kick off what
is expected to be a two-year
renovation.
The one question rattling
around in everyone’s mind: When
is this renovation actually going
to start?
“Middle of May,” Clemente
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said. “We’re starting with the auditorium and the first floor stuff in the
middle of May,” Clemente said.
The project manager did reassure, however, that none of the
construction work would interfere
with instructional hours during the
school day.
“Whatever we do during school hours won’t be noisy
enough to interrupt teaching; we
made sure of that,” said Clemente.
Though the noise likely won’t
be a problem, construction starting in May will still create a few
hiccups. Initial demolition work
will begin on the first floor of the
old building, while the auditorium
and bathrooms on the first floor
will be off-limits.
“Both the girls and boys
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Senior awarded custom tux for prom
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Senior Devonte Copeland
(Source: 2012 Yearbook)

Students
participate
in real world
learning

chool officials surprised a
senior last Thursday with
an announcement that he had been
chosen to receive free formal wear,
courtesy of a local organization.
Senior Devonte Copeland met
with acting principal Dr. Everett
Edwards II and Culture of Calm
coordinator Wesley Yates in the
principal’s office, and learned that
he was selected as the recipient of
a tailor-made tuxedo or suit on behalf of Black On Black Love (BOBL).
Dr. Edwards, who is a board
member of the non-profit organization, located at 1000 East 87th
Street, was instrumental in getting
MP as the school of choice for the
special prom gift. Francis Wright,
president of BOBL, secured the
donated outfit from the Barbara

REVIEWS

Bates Foundation.
Ms. Bates is a well-known
fashion designer who owns Bates
Designs, a custom boutique
located in Chicago’s South Loop.
For over 25 years, Bates has
designed classic pieces for her
private clientele, and she has also
dresses available at Macy’s.
She has designed for
“numerous celebrities, including Whitney Houston, Michael
Jordon, Steve Harvey and Cece
Winans,” according to a recent
Chicago Sun-Times report. “In
1999, she founded the Bates
Foundation, which provides
custom prom attire for underprivileged young women and men
from inner-city Chicago schools.”
In fact, that is why Copeland

SPORTS

was selected as a recipient. Early
in his high school career, Copeland had disciplinary difficulties,
but has turned his life around,
according to Yates, improving his
behavior and his grades.
The Black On Black Love
Campaign was founded in
January 1983 by Edward Gardner,
former co-chair and founder of
Soft Sheen Products. Inc., after a
Black female employee was shot
in a random act of violence committed by black male, according
to the organization’s website.
BOBL programs are designed to
help break the cycles of crime in
the black community in an effort
“to focus on the causes of crime,
and offers positive alternatives to
potential perpetrators of crime.”

Veteran recalls wartime experiences

By Kamisha Battles, Anthony
Foster, Sydney Kinney and
Anthony Martinez

T

he past couple of
months have been
filled with opportunities for
students to immerse themselves
in authentic learning about
American politics, society, and the
environment.
The latest experience was
highlighted with a huge positive:
Never in the history of Morgan Park High School have the
number of students involved

Please turn to page 6 for
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Mr. Beck (who is senior Charron Bourne’s grandfather), sitting with students of teacher
Steven Muloolly’s 20th Century History International Baccalaureate students, spoke to the
class about the “Forgotten War”: the Korean War (1950-1953). The veteran spoke to the
students about his experiences, including how he nearly died in combat, the sacrifice of the
soldiers during war, the experience of joining the military in wartime, and his joy when the
war ended in ‘53. (Photo by Joshua Housing)
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what is the difference? It may be
similar to this analogy; BMW sells
cars at a higher price than some
Chevrolets, but at the end of the
day, they are still cars getting you
from point A to point B.
One might raise the issue of
quality, but many of the courses
are being taught from the same
textbook. If a smaller school can
keep you out of debt upon enter-
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Yes! We made it!
By Mya Jones
Yes! We’ve made
to the end! As the Class of
2013’s junior year comes
to a close, we are getting
more and more anxious for
senior year.
This year was the first
year to our start in working towards the coveted
IB Diploma. However, it
came with a lot of stress,
hard work, and late nights.
With all of the tools that
were given to us during the
course of this school year,
we believe we, in fact, have
enough to succeed in our
last year.
Our class has been
properly prepared and
warned in what we need
to accomplish and how
much dedication is needed
to prosper in a “winning”
year which is necessary for
college.
As I envision a great
year for us ahead, I have
faith in the Class of 2013
that we’ll do just fine; we’re
excited and ultimately ready
for the challenge. We have
CAS Projects to complete,
an Extended Essay of 4000
words to write, and more
importantly, the IB exams to
excel in.
High school has been
great, but it’s time to buckle
down and get to business
in order to go out with a
bang. It’s crunch time. Congratulations to the Class of
2012!

May IB fever
ing graduate school, that seems
like the logical choice to me.
Things may be fun or the reputation may be more well-know, but
being deep in debt after graduating is not fun at all.
Worse yet, with the economy
continuing to stumble along, many
college grads are not finding work
right away. Depressingly, 1 in 2

college graduates are jobless or
underemployed, according to a
recent analysis of government
data conducted for the Associated Press. Many grads are taking
lower-wage jobs, like retail clerks,
waiting tables in restaurants, tending bar, being receptionists--work
that generally doesn’t put their
costly diploma to good use.
In picking a school, don’t

simply choose one based on the
names that everyone knows, but
one that can put you in the best
position to succeed with the least
amount of cost. It’s very hard to
buy necessities of life (think cars,
rent, bills) with pricey debt dragging you down. Think about your
future, not just a select amount of
time that can potentially put you
in debt for the rest of your life.

of this stage of the project is
installing the new heating system.
In a conversation with engineer
Earley, the entire existing heating
plant--located in the basement
of the new building beneath the
lunchroom, as well as much of the
mechanicals in the old building-must be completely removed,
and then have the new system installed and operational by October 1. Plus, all of the “univents”
(cabinet heating units in the new
building) must be replaced, and
new supplemental ductwork will
likely need to be run along the
hallway ceilings feeding classrooms in the old building. This is
a mere five-month window for a
very large undertaking.

Other concerns raised by
students and staff was spurred by
the letter distributed in mid-April
announcing that there will be
an abatement process for any
rodent carcasses and asbestos
found on site.
Today, most construction
sites are being mandated become
safe and eco-friendly, and the
engineering staff confirmed the
building renovation will adhere to
these requirements.
“We have environmental
people checking over every guideline that the EPA [Environmental
Protection Agency] has set,” said
Cox. ‘Every precaution will be
taken: air detectors, the works…
these guys are professionals.”

RENO TO BEGIN
continued from page 1

bathroom on the first floor will
be closed down, as well as the
auditorium,” said Clemente.
While they know closing the
only washrooms on the first level
may be an inconvenience for
those who have class near that
area--although there are few--they
are taking measures to expedite
the construction. However, the
auditorium is a much greater and
longer-term task.
“The auditorium will be
closed for a while,” Choler said,
“from the middle of May until
right around December 1.”
Already, those who traditionally use Blackwelder Hall for various end-of-the-year functions have
had to find alternative locations for
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their events. International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program coordinator Gail Tennial, has already
secured Sutherland elementary
school in Beverly for her students’
pinning and awards ceremony.
Should the returning classes
of MP expect brand new facilities
next August upon their arrival?
Not quite, say the guys.
“All of the work will be
started…80 percent of it will be
completed,” said Clemente. “New
mechanical system with heating
and air conditioning, new windows
on the older building, complete outside renovations and a new roofing
system, all of that will at least be
started and should be completed.”
Perhaps the biggest concern

By Alisa McDaniel
Juniors: I know it’s
been a difficult year transitioning from pre-IB to the
diploma program, but as
the year comes to a close,
you are one step closer to
the finish line. Your Math
Studies projects and IOPs are
complete, you have started
the tedious process that
encompasses the dreaded
EE, and have begun to enter
the numerous CAS hours you
have accumulated over the
past year.
As you approach the
ACT and Math Studies
Exam, I urge you not to
worry, for as long as you
have worked diligently this
year, you are more than
prepared. Even so, I wish all
of you the best of luck!
Seniors: I can’t believe
we’ve made it through the
trials and tribulations of
the diploma program and
are finally preparing for the
exams later on this month.
I strongly believe that we
couldn’t have come this

Please turn to page 6 for
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SENIORS BRIANA
CATO, SHAIYENNE
MILLER, AND
CHARRON BOURNES

Talent Show

These senior girls
dance to a party mix
of songs.

SENIOR VANCE NEAL
Neal sings Ne-Yo’s
hit, “If You Want Me
to Stay” to his special
someone who was
in the audience and
eventually came on
stage.

SENIOR BOARD
Girls who are representatives from
the Senior Board
perform a dance
celebrating the Class
of 2012. They were
followed up with a
performance by two
senior boys (below).

>

FRESHMEN RUSSELL AND ROOSEVELT MARTIN

“R & R” perform an original gospel rap song, capturing the first place
award at the annual talent show.

RICHARD BOAKYE
AND SETH
MCCORMICK
Boakye and McCormick perform as an
old school duo homage to an MC Hammer song.

SOPHOMORE KINE
AIDARA

EDWARD TAYLOR,
SHAMIR BROWN,
AND PRESTON
SHUTTLESWORTH

>

Aidara pays homage to blues
legend Etta James’ 1961 hit, “At
Last,” earning her the No. 3
spot in the show.

JUNIOR MIKHALE
EVANS
This junior recited an original
poem, pointedly directed to
someone in the audience.

These three seniors
perform a dance
routine that included
parkour, a physical
discipline that features vaulting, rolling, and tumbling.

ETERIA DRUMMER
AND JESSICA
LANSDOWN

>

These senior girls
perform a dance routine to a Korean pop
song. Drummer was
asked to attend and
repeat her performance from the 2010
talent show.

OPINION
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Acts reflect on talent show
T

Show highlights
The Martin twins, the evening’s top talent,
performed an original rap song and dance.
“[We wanted to get] the student body
to praise God and do good things to be successful,” Russell said.
“Rap is our way to getting the young people to stop the negativity,” Roosevelt added.
Second place winner Mikhale Evans was
happy with her accomplishment and winning
$75.
“[My poem] came from the heart, and
I felt it needed to be shared to those who
were going through the same,” the junior
said. “I began the piece after a heartbreak.”

“Well, me and Seth [McCormick] were
kinda thrown into the mix as the girls’ opening
act,” said senior Richard Boakye who was a
part of the 2012 Senior Board act. “We didn’t
wanna do the entire routine, so we did a skit.”
Boakye was asked why they chose the colorful and, to say the least, interesting clothing.
“Well, our theme was the evolution of
music, so we opened up with the MC Hammer era,” Boakye said. “So, naturally, we
had to do the gold jackets, and parachute
pants…it was only right.”

The city champion pom team
performs their
first place hip hop
routine.

OGAT

Old Girl and Them, featuring Brendan Johnson (vocals), Matt Lopez (guitar), Megan Hudson (vocals), Yardayn Watkins (drums), Charles Barksdale
(guitar), and Nick Davis (guitar), deliver their performance.

While everyone in the show had great
stand out performances, senior Vance Neal
probably had the most memorable performance. Neal performed “Part of the List” by
R&B star NE-YO, but dedicated his song to a
“special lady in the audience.”
“I had wanted to sing in the show, and
I decided to sing to [junior Carly Knox],” he
said.
The audience cooed along as Neal performed every word to an emotional Knox who
joined him on stage at the end of his piece.

JUNIOR ANTHONY
CREWS
Crews sings and plays
Kem’s “I Can’t Stop
Loving You” on the piano.

Trinee Ellison felt her performance was
“okay, [but] my voice cracked, so I felt like I
could have done better. I chose this particular
performance because I wanted to show my
talent to the people who haven’t seen me
dance.”
Senior Brendan Johnson was a special
added bonus to an already talented group of
band members.
“The band just asked me to perform with
them, and I said yes,” said Johnson when
asked how he ended up on stage with the
band, OGAT.
Johnson rapped an original piece, as the
band members backed him while playing the

>

Keira Crouse said she did a spoken word
piece with song because “everyone always expects me to sing. Singing and poetry reaches
people [and] expresses myself. I love to perform, so I am glad I did the talent show.”

POM PON TEAM

>

he annual Senior Board talent show
was a great success, held last month
in Blackwelder Hall, with underclassmen
taking home the top three awards.
Freshmen Russell and Roosevelt Martin,
also known as R&R, won the top prize for
their performance, while junior Mikhale Evans took second and sophomore Kine Aidara
placed third.

Senior Jacqulyn Reed had the nerveshattering task of being one of the first acts
that night, and she left the crowd electrified
by the end of her dance to The Weeknd’s remake of pop legend Michael Jackson’s 1988
hit “Dirty Diana.”
“I think my performance was thrilling,”
said Reed. “My goal was to have a performance with a certain ‘Wow factor’.”
Reed has been dancing since she was
7-years-old, so to do a dance in the talent
show was the obvious choice for her.
“I love to dance, and perform, and I
wanted to dance to an underrated song, so
I could shed light to what a great artist The
Weeknd is,” said Reed when asked about her
selection.

>

By BreAnna Scott, Kylin Dillard,
Seth McCormick, and Brandi Martin

SOPHOMORE CLAYTON
SMITH
“Mr. 99” performs
an original rap
for the crowd.

Please turn to page 6 for

>

TALENT SHOW

Ellison signs R&B artist
Whitney Houston’s 1980s
hit, “Saving All My Love
for You.”

Crouse delivers an original
poem to the audience.

The sophomore sings an
original song during the
talent show competition.

>

SOPHOMORE TAJA
FERGUSON

>

JUNIOR KEIRA
CROUSE

>

SENIOR TRINEE’
ELLISON

SENIOR JAQUELINE
REED

SENIOR JANIECE
WASHINGTON

Reed dances to Michael
Jackson’s popular “Dirty
Diana.”

Washington performs a
lyrical dance to a Beyonce’
song.

>

>
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Florida murder trial has many
angry over underlying issues
By Jakkira Scott

F

or the last few months,
there has been
controversy over the widely
publicized Trayvon Martin case.
The 17-year-old Martin, who was
gunned down on February 26,
2012, in Sanford, Florida, has
touched many feelings, particularly
within the black community.
Many feel that George Zimmerman, the 28-year-old multi-racial Hispanic American, who was
the community watch coordinator
for the gated community where
the shooting took place, should
have been arrested on the spot in
the racially-charged tragedy. Zimmerman, however, is now on trial
for murder in the second degree.
“I think it’s ridiculous and that
it should have never took that
long to put him in jail,” said junior
Jenelle Jones.
Many adults look at this as if
it was their own child whose life
was taken away, and they were
not there to protect them from
harm. However, race has become
a hot button issue in the case.
“I just want justice that young
man was killed cold blooded,” said
head football coach Jeremy Gold.
Some agree with the various allegations that race has played a role,
from the motivation in the shooting,
to the police conduct immediately
following, to the public demands
leading to Zimmerman's arrest.
“I feel that it was a racial issue,
and the whole outcome was treated unfairly, and the arrest should
have been made on the spot and
no bond should have been made,”
said attendance clerk Mrs. Dixson.
“But in the end, there will be justice

because the whole thing was not
handled correctly.”
Some students sense that
something like this may not be an
isolated event, and that it could
happen to anyone, anywhere.
“I feel that there was a connection because we were the
same age and the same race, and
it makes me think that it could
have been me or it could have
been one of my peers,” said
junior Shatoine Winston.
Even young adults can see
that this is very serious, and they
want justice in the end.
“I think it’s ridiculous and that
it should have never took that
long to put him in jail,” said junior
Jenelle Jones.
Florida’s “Stand Your
Ground” law, which is the basis
for Zimmerman’s defense, states
that a person may use force in
self-defense when there is reasonable belief of a threat, according
to Wikipedia.
“In some cases, a person
may use deadly force in public
areas without a duty to retreat,”
the encyclopedia site explains.
“Under these legal concepts, a
person is justified in using deadly
force in certain situations and the
"stand your ground" law would
be a defense or immunity to
criminal charges and civil suit.”
Some are saying that such
laws fly in the face of true justice.
“Someone should be
worrying about the laws that
protect those people who commit those crimes; it’s not right,”
said attendance clerk Mrs. Christ.
“Laws should be made to protect
the victims, not the criminals.”

IB BUZZ

continued from page 3

far without the support from our
parents, teachers, but most of all,
each other. We have truly bonded
over the past four semesters in
ways I never thought possible in
order to accomplish a common
goal: Make it out of IB alive!
But in all seriousness, I have
faith in us, as a whole, that we will
perform well, not only on the tests
to come, but also as we venture out
into the world. Good luck, everyone!

Tests, tests, and more Tests
By Sydney Patterson

It’s the end of the year. This is
the time when we’re supposed to
be screaming, “Yes!” but instead
we’re shouting, “No!”
Why, you ask? We, as IB
students, not only have to take
the ACT with Work Keys, but the
week afterward, we also have to
take the IB Math Studies Exam.
So far, all the studying for
these tests--in addition to our
regular homework, maintain our
grades, and our social lives--are
stressful. All we can do for the next
few weeks is try to relax and hope
for the best. Pretty soon it will all
be over, and we will be screaming
“Yes!” with everyone else.

The final stretch
By Bria Brown

Coming into the last quarter
of my junior year in IB, I have

FEATURES

begun to reflect on how the year
has progressed, the events that
have occurred, and what I think
I have improved upon in this
school year.
Coming into this program, I
had a general idea of what to expect: more homework, more projects, more stress, less sleep, and
the need to be determined and
persevere throughout this transition. This general idea turned out
to be absolutely correct.
With papers and projects due
one after the other, I had to work
harder than I have worked before.
With more tests, I had to study
harder than I have studied before,
and with the level of classes that
we have in this program, we had
to be focused on the goal ahead
to keep moving forward.
As the year has progressed, it
has become easier because I became used to the workload, and
I have grasped the idea of what
is expected of me and what I
expect of myself. But, there are a
few things that I could have done
better, such as to not procrastinate on assignments because
the deadline approaches faster
than expected, and not to second
guess myself because most of the
time the first answer was the right
answer.
This school year has had its
ups and its downs, but I am glad we
made it through this far. As I look
ahead to senior year, I can only imagine that it will be even more trying
than this year of the IB program.

REVIEWS
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REAL WORLD
continued from page 3

in Cesar Chavez - Month of
Celebration projects been this
high. Starting the month off,
teachers Ava Blocker, Clezeal
Collains and Charles Lesley
took a group of 35 students
to the Pacific Garden Mission
(1458 S. Canal St.).
Loaded with canned foods,
toiletries, and used clothing
to donate, students toured
the state-of-the-art facility and
worked in food preparation,
service, and clean-up in the
kitchen, as well as making beds
in the dormitory.
Social science teachers
James Fitzgerald and Steven
Mullooly and their student

group were involved with the Chicago Workers Collaborative, where
participants were exposed to the
process and procedures in an organized workers support program
focused on fair working conditions.
Science teacher Eddie Gonzalzles and Spanish teacher Santos Marchan braved the unusually
warm spring weather with a group
that toured the Little Village
community on foot and observed
“toxic” waste sites with members
of the Little Village Environmental
Justice Organization, and later
wrote letters to local legislatures
to address these important issues.
Spanish teachers Ian Randolph and Maria Campos had

groups that were trained as
voter registrars by the Illinois
Coalition of Immigration and
Refugee Rights (ICIRR) and
later registered newly-sworn in
citizens to vote.
Social science teacher
Jaclyn Thornton and her student teacher, Mr. Murphy, and
a group of students learned
what really hard manual labor
is, first-hand, as they sorted
and packed hundreds of boxes
of food at one of the Chicago
Cares food pantries on Chi-

Please turn to page 11 for

REAL WORLD
CONTINUED

TALENT SHOW
continued from page 5

beat to artist Kanye West’s “All
Falls Down.”

Junior Anthony Crews
was much more modest when
asked why and how he ended
up in the talent show.
“Ms. Foster asked me, so
I did,” Crews laughed.
Crews also showed that he’s
multitalented by singing while
playing the piano during his act.

Senior Briana Cato was in
her fair share of performances
for the night. Cato performed

with the 2012 Dancers twice,
in another dance with fellow
classmates Charron Bournes and
Shaiyenne Miller, and she also
closed the show in a performance
with her city champion pom-pon
team in which she’s one of two
captains.
“I chose to perform so many
times just because I wanted to
spread all my school spirit,” said
Cato. “I wanted my peers to get
involved more because, this year,
school morale was at an all-time
low.”
Senior Edward Taylor, Shamir
Brown, and Preston Shuttlesworth
performed a dance routine that

included parkour, a type of
physical dance.
“ I chose this because I
like to dance, and my friend
wanted to be in the talent
show,” Taylor said.

Sophomore Taja Ferguson
performed a solo, but had
planned for others to accompany her on stage.
“[My performance was]
pretty good, [but] I wish I had
my back up singers to come
with me to project the song,”
she said, adding that her song,
“Imperfection is Beautiful,” is
going to be on her mixtape.
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Southern Illinois University is a good choice for in-state education
By Naomi Penny

S

till haven’t made up your
mind about what college
to attend? How about Southern
Illinois University in Carbondale
(SIU)?
Okay, the first thing that
probably just came to your mind is
one word: parties! Yes, they have
parties, as do all other college and
university campuses across the
nation, but SIU also offers a great
place to further your education.
Founded in 1869, SIU offers students the opportunity
to pursue associate, bachelor’s,
master’s, doctoral and professional degrees in fields including
medicine, Agricultural Sciences,
Applied Sciences and Arts,
Business, Mass Communication
and Media Arts, Education and
Human Services, Engineering,
Liberal Arts, and Science.
SIU-Carbondale has a total
undergraduate enrollment of
15,137, with a gender distribution of 56 percent male students
and 44 percent female students.
30 percent of the students live in
college-owned, -operated, or -affiliated housing and 70 percent of
students live off campus, according to US News and World Report
College Rankings online report.
Many who attend the school,
which is approximately 332 miles
from Chicago, major in education
(19 percent), while others choose
business (11 percent), engineering (8 percent), health fields
(7 percent), and the visual and
performing arts (5 percent).
What’s nice about the classes
is that they are generally small. The
student-faculty ratio is 17:1, and

the school has 53.0 percent of its
classes with fewer than 20 students.
The Carbondale has a 59
percent acceptance rate, has an
average in-state tuition rate of
$10,534, and has had 26 percent
of its entering class graduate in
four years.
Comparatively speaking,
Northern Illinois University has
a 54 percent acceptance rate,
$11,476 annual tuition cost, and
28 percent graduation rate. The
University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign has a 67 percent acceptance
rate, costs $13,558, and boasts a
67 percent graduation rate.
SIU is ranked No. 94 among
Top Public Schools in the US,
according to the 2012 rankings
offered by US News. Among
the Public School rankings, U of
I ranks No. 13, while Northern
ranks No. 111.
If you like sports, Carbondale’s Salukis are part of the NCAA
Division I athletic conference.
The student population is
somewhat diverse, with nearly 30
percent being minority. Of the
15,000 undergrads this year, there
were 3,244 blacks and 9,818 whites,
constituting a majority of the racial
makeup of the student body.
This campus also has a majority of young men: 56 percent
are males, while 44 percent are
females.
Greek life isn’t particularly strong on the Carbondale
campus, as a vast majority of the
student body are independents.
Only 6 percent of undergraduate
men are members of a fraternity,
while 4 percent of women are
members of a sorority. Approximately 21 percent of students at

the University of
Illinois at UrbanaChampaign belong to a Greek
house.

SIU: not much
of a party school

Once Mustang,
now Saluki

Princeton Review’s list of

Choosing
top party schools for 2012
Southern was the
right fit for soondoesn’t even list SIU:
to-be-sophomore
Alexus Travis,
1. Ohio University, Athens, Ohio
who said that
2. University of Georgia, Athens, Ga.
she’s enjoyed her
education at SIU.
3. University of Mississippi, Oxford, Miss.
“College is
4. University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa
not as hard as I
5. University of California Santa Barbara, Santa Barbara, Calif.
expected it to
6. West Virginia University, Morgantown, W. Va.
be,” the Class of
2011 graduate
7. Penn State University, University Park, Pa.
said. “You get a
8. Florida State University, Tallahassee, Fla.
good amount of
9. University of Florida, Gainesville, Fla.
time to finish your
assignments, and
10. University of Texas, Austin, Texas
there's always
11. University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
tutoring available
12. Syracuse University, Syracuse, N.Y.
if you need extra
13. Louisiana State University, Baton Rouge, La.
help. ”
Travis has
14. University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, Wis.
found studying in
15. DePauw University, Greencastle, Ind.
her unique major
16. Indiana University, Bloomington, Ind.
to be a great
experience at
17. Arizona State University, Tempe, Ariz.
SIU, also giving a
18. University of Maryland, College Park, Md.
shout-out to her
19. University of Vermont, Burlington, Vt.
former English
teacher at MP.
20. University of South Carolina, Columbia, S.C.
“My most
interesting class
is zoology,” the first-year Saluki
prepared me for all the [English]
it's okay, except for when you
said. “I love going to my labs on
papers I had this semester.”
want to sleep and it seems like
University housing offers
your whole floor wants to play in
Wednesday and doing all of the
experiments and my TA [teaching
two residence hall areas for single the halls,” said Travis.
assistant] is always there offering
students – East Campus and West
And, yes, there is the social
extra help. [Teacher Carol] Macola Campus.
scene that the school is someThe East Campus features
times noted for, although the
three 17-story towers with “suiteschool isn’t even mentioned in
style” rooms, laundry rooms on
the 2012 Princeton Review List of
each floor, and student lounges,
Top Party Schools. The highlyplus a 4-story hall. The West Cam- regarded University of Illinois,
pus has eleven 3-story residence
however, ranked No. 11.
halls with the same suite-style
Over the weekend, students
rooms.
have fun by going partying, to
Sometimes the residence
movies, and even clubs.
halls can get a little loud with all
“Partying begins Thursday
the underclassmen.
and doesn't end until Monday
“I stay in a coed dorm and
morning,” said Travis.

looking ahead to getting a job

Some administrative assistant positions are more than being a secretary
By Destenii Anderson

W

hen many think of
having a career, most
of the time we have the idea of
sitting at an office desk all day,
being bored all day long. But
what if you had the opportunity
to travel across the world
while doing your job? Sounds
fun, doesn’t it? Becoming an
administrative specialist for the
federal government offers more
than just office work.
Administrative specialists are
professionals who are trained to
perform all the usual tasks associated with designing and overseeing special projects. Typically, the
administrative specialist will have
some training in computer science, be qualified to write or edit
sales copy, and perform a number
of functions that go above and
beyond the usual clerical functions of most offices.

The typical administrative
specialist is likely to have at least
some formal training in computer
science and technology. In general, the specialist will possess excellent oral and written communication skills, tend to demonstrate
leadership qualities that come
into play when leading a team
project, and have some degree of
creativity that can be called upon
when designing and evaluating
new promotional materials and
advertising campaigns.
This job generally requires
prospective employees to earn
a bachelor’s or master’s degree
in relation to the job and have
equivalent work experience. This
career pays anywhere from $5069,000 based on your education,
experience level, and employment location, according to www.
usa.jobs.
Pattie Thomas has just recently become an administrative

QUICK FACTS: SECRETARIES AND ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS
2010 median pay

$34,660

Entry-level education

High school diploma

Number of jobs in 2010

4,010,200

Job outlook, 2010-2020

12 percent (as fast as average)

Employment change, 2010-20

492,900

Administrative assistant jobs are far more plentiful outside of
the more selective positions within the federal government.
However, as the US Department of Labor statistics show above,
the pay is not quite as high, but only a high school diploma is
needed to get a job, too.
specialist with the government in
the past year.
“I am in the business
management leaders program
[BMLP],” Thomas said. “It is a two
year training program for highly

specified professional personnel to understand and execute
how to run the federal government daily operation. “
This job consists of traveling
for periods of time.

“[The job] is comprised of
traveling across the country within
a two year period,” Thomas said.
“I am stationed in different parts
of the country for five weeks at a
time learning conservation and
business strategies to maintain
and sustain our earth.”
There are many benefits with
being an administrative specialist.
“The pros are having the
knowledge and skills to run the
daily operations of the federal
government that will be able to
be used and marketable throughout my career for whichever job I
decide to move on to,” she said.
But with every great thing,
there are some negatives, too.
“The only con is being on
travel status,” she said. “You are
not able be around your family as
often unless they move with you
every few weeks, which, in reality,
is unrealistic. Traveling is also very
tiring after awhile.”
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Prom is just around the corner: Be ready for it
By Genae Smith

P

rom is one of the most
memorable times in
high school; most people have
dreamed of it their whole lives.
This annual senior formal event is
your day and should go your way.
Some students and staff have
offered tips and advice on what

to do to make prom the best
night ever!
Of course, seniors should
know by now that in order to
participate in senior activities, you
must have all debt paid in full. If
you know you have discrepancies
about items on you debt sheet,
get them resolved now. Although
most debtors owe the school

a couple of hundred dollars,
some apparently haven’t paid
for anything in their four years,
accruing over $2,000 in outstanding charges. But even if you owe
a mere $2 for temporary IDs, you
must pay it off before participating in any senior activities.
The Main Office and attendance office will likely be flooded

with students and parents the
week before-and-of prom. Start
looking for lost books now (if you
actually still have them); otherwise, bite the bullet and pay off
your debt. And don’t forget the
school year is not over; stay on
top of your current senior classes.
Going to the big dance? Try
to buy your prom ticket the first

Seniors should consider a ‘bucket list’
and revisit youth one last time
By Seth McCormick

M

any books and
movies have
been created with the grim
theme of doing a bunch of
exciting stuff before you die.
In the 2007 version of this
idea, aptly titled The Bucket
List, with actors Morgan
Freeman and Jack Nicholson
whose characters have been
diagnosed with terminal lung
cancer, the two put a list of
things to do together before
they “kick the bucket.” The
two friends go skydiving, ride
motorcycles on the Great
Wall of China, eat at a fancy
restaurant in France, among
other exciting experiences.
But what about the seniors who are about to “pass
on” to the next level? Now
that time is drawing near for
the Class of 2012, what should
they be sure to do before
they’re, well, gone forever?
These things should be fun,
because in the not so distant
future they’ll be doing less
than memorable things like
paying bills, raising children,
going to work, and paying a
mortgage. Whee.
Okay, let’s get started
before it’s too late!

No. 10 on the list is get
yourself together and to what
you have to do, meaning
make sure you graduate on
time! This meaning get your

grades
up to
par--there are only four weeks
left! It’s crunch time, so do
as much extra credit as is
humanly possible. Try to do all
your work and keep focused-you’re almost there.

No. 9 on the list is to get
your service learning hours
collected, like yesterday. It’s

easy to volunteer some of your
time, free of charge. You can go
to your elementary school and
help out, see an administrator or
teacher here to find out how to
get some hours, or, better yet, do
something that means something:
assist at the local food pantry.
Give some time at the local
Maple/Morgan Park Community
Food Pantry, located in Morgan
Park United Church at 11030 S.
Longwood Dr. Now that would
be true volunteer work that could
make a difference.

No. 8: Hang out with your
imaginary friend. You know you
had one. I personally miss my old
friend Tony; we had too much fun
together, but in adult society, this
type of behavior is frowned upon
as people who do this later in life
are often considered insane and
unstable. I don’t understand why
so many things we used to do as
children are so crazy and weird
when we get old.

The No. 7 experience you
probably won’t be able to do
much longer is to go to the park,
not to baby-sit some irritating
kid, but to actually be a kid. We
all remember going to the park
as kids and playing on the
swings or going down the
slide ourselves, but as we
grew up, that didn’t seem
the coolest thing to do. This
is our last time to do this before we become those crazy old
people that some kid tells his dad
are hanging on the monkey bars.

It won't be fun once we're parents
ourselves, too busy making it fun
for them. Besides, you don’t want
to be mistaken as being some
creepy pedophile lurking around
the swings.

No. 6: Have a Do Nothing
Day. Even though some of our
teachers say this students
observe this every day,
after we graduate, the
next opportunity to have
a Do Nothing Day is likely
sometime after retirement.
Soon, we’ll be at college
where the workload ramps
up dramatically, then we’ll
will have grinding jobs
and relentless obligations
that won't allow for a minute’s
peace.
No. 5: Buy a Happy Meal at
McDonald’s. It doesn’t matter if
you’re full or not, but after these
dwindling days of youth, you'll
be buying this hamburger treat
for some
small fry
of your
own. You
remember those
glorious
days
when
that little
red box
with
the bright yellow handle was a
gift sent from above--and don’t
forget the surprise of a cool toy
found inside.
No. 4: Play with some toys
and have
your final
moments
to say
goodbye
to your
first true
friends.
You saw
Toy Story
about
three times (that you admit to), so
you know how Andy feels about
his childhood playthings. I’m
sure you have some favorites
that you haven’t seen in years,

hidden away in a closet or
the attic. Take them out for
awhile; great memories will
likely come flooding back.
Take care of them, though;
25 years from now, they’ll
probably be worth a fortune on eBay.

No. 3: Take note
on what you do. These
memories are the most
important, yet the same
to be forgotten so quickly.
We enjoy a brief 18 years
as children, just a fraction of our actual lifetime
spent nearly entirely as
adults, so cherish these last
moments. Either write down

these memories in a diary or
do it 21st century style and
capture some personal stories
on video. Besides, there’s a
good chance that you’ll get
Alzheimer's disease, which
affects up to 13 percent of
people 65 and over and
increases to 50 percent at 85
and older, so you probably
won’t remember much at all
in 60 years.

No. 2: Embrace this

impending new way of life.
It’s okay to accept change; it’s
for the better and it’s another
stage in life. Besides, it’s inevitable, unless you think you’ll
enjoy living in your parents’
musty basement when you’re
in your 30s. If not, expect
that the road will be long and
tough, but there’s nothing we
can’t handle if we work hard
have determination.

No. 1: After the
graduation ceremony,
and you’re sitting alone
later on in your room
thinking to yourself, pay
attention to that moment
because it is truly an ending and a beginning. We
are now high school graduates and newbies in a new
world, ready to move on and
make our mark on it. That
said, enjoy your final moments of youth as it’s about
to end.

day sales start; there is a limited
supply of tickets. Plan to arrive to
prom by 8:30 p.m. because the
facility’s doors will then close until
9:15 p.m., after the sit-down dinner has been served.
Remember to bring extra
money for parking, pictures, and
any odds and ends. Also, make
sure you have your Morgan Park
student ID or state ID card; photo
identification will be needed
for you and your guest to gain
entrance.
Another word of advice:
Don’t try to pull a switch with your
date. The same person that is
named on the guest application
must be the same person that
attends the actual prom.
Guys: Remember it’s a
formal event, so don’t wear gym
shoes. Make sure you have good
hygiene, as well as a nice haircut
and shave. Don’t overdo is with
cologne, either. Don’t try to be
too cool to have fun; you only go
on prom once. Plus, be sure to
open the door for your date and
remember to be a gentleman.
Girls: Take the shoulder
loops out of your dress; they
often show in pictures. Also, order
the corsages and boutonnieres
ahead of time, and be sure the
colors match. Florists are very
busy this time of year since nearly
every school has their prom in
late May.
Don’t engage in any behaviors that you wouldn’t want
shared publicly. Remember a lot
of pictures will be taken. Follow the rules because you’ll be
disappointed when you can’t get
around them.
Going stag? Don’t stress if
you don’t have a date, because
once you’re there, you’ll have a
great time. If there is someone
you have in mind, don’t be afraid
to ask; they also might be without
a date.
Be with your friends: Surround yourself with people that
you feel comfortable with and
that you can enjoy. Have your
after-prom plans set well in advance, and take lots of pictures;
you’ll always want to remember
this once-in-a-lifetime night. Most
importantly, have fun and be safe!

Class of 2012 calendar

The Senior Checklist form is
expected to be distributed today,
Tuesday, May 1, and is due by
Thursday, May 24. The completed
form is due at the time of your
prom ticket purchase.
The senior checklist this year
will consists of having satisfying
the following items: Library debt,
school debt, attendance infractions, service learning, and FASFA
completion.
• For the library and school
sign-offs, there must be no
outstanding balance.
• As far as attendance, seniors
cannot have any more than 20
tardies or cuts to attend prom
and 30 to attend graduation.
• The FASFA checkbox will
be signed off only if you have
submitted proof of completion to the postsecondary lab.
• Although the dean’s mark is
no longer a part of the senior
checklist, school officials will
still be submitting a list of
individuals that are prohibited

Please turn to page 9 for

SENIOR CALENDAR
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Observance of Memorial Day has history
By Jessica Lansdown

M

that all military personnel should
be honored--especially if they gave
their lives for this country.”
Serving in the military has
constituted a great deal of English teacher Carol Macola’s family
life. She was second lieutenant in
the US Army and Military Police
Corps, her son is a Navy lieutenant (which is equivalent in rank to
a captain in the Army, Air Force,
or Marines) who has served a
tour in Iraq, and her daughter is a
lieutenant in the US Navy.
“Serving in the Armed Forces
is serving our country, recognizing the importance of being
an American, protecting the
freedoms we have, and assisting others in keeping or obtain-

ing what freedoms they might
have,” Macola said. “While in the
Armed Forces, one receives many
orders, but, ultimately, one is fully
responsible for one’s own actions.
We work as units, as teams, and if
we succeed, it is as a team; if we
fail, I am responsible.”
For the celebration of Memorial Day, many people journey
to cemeteries and memorial
sites to visit the graves of fallen
soldiers and pay their respects.
There is also a national moment
of remembrance that takes place
at 3 p.m.; also, all American flags
are supposed to be raised at halfstaff from dawn until noon. Some
volunteers take the time to place
American flags onto each grave in

national cemeteries.
Also, it is customary for
the president or vice-president
to give a speech honoring the
contributions of the dead and
lay a wreath at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier. About 5,000
people attend the ceremony at
Arlington National Cemetery in
Arlington, Virginia, annually.
Many parades are held
around the country in celebration
of Memorial day, and The National Memorial Day Concert takes
place on the West Lawn of
the United States Capitol. The
concert is broadcast on PBS (Public Broadcasting Service) and NPR
(National Public Radio). Music is
Chart
performed and respect is
paid 7to

the men and women who gave
their lives for their country.
However, these traditions are
becoming scarce in their practice,
with graves of the fallen soldiers
being increasingly ignored,
people not remembering the
proper flag etiquette, and the
cancellation of annual parades
in cities all over the country. But
most importantly, the meaning of
the holiday is becoming more lost
with every generation.
“All it really is is just a day
out of school,” said senior Dennis
Beard. “No one ever taught me

emorial Day is the
national holiday
associated with May 30th every
year, and which is nationally
observed on the last Monday
of May every year. Though this
holiday is important to both the
history and the protectors of our
country, most of the younger
population does not know what
the holiday actually represents.
Like many other holidays that
are nationally observed here in
the United States, students get
school off and many employed
Please turn to page 10 for
citizens get the day off from work.
REMEMBERING
And because the day of observation always falls on a Monday, this
MEMORIAL DAY
Revolutionary
4435
makes the weekend three days
War
War
of 1812
286,730
instead of two, which may be
dis1775-1783
1812-1815
Mexican War
13,283
tracting from the actual meaning
1846-1848
Civil War
625,000
behind the holiday and diminishSpanish2,446
ing the respect people give 1861-1865
to it.
American
WarWar
I
116,516
Many people today whoWorld
0
175000
350000
525000
700000
1898-1901
1917-1918
World War II
405,399
don’t know or care about what
1941-1946
Korean War
36,574
the day means, just look at this
Revolutionary War 1775-1783
4,435
1950-1953
58,220
Vietnam
holiday as one less day of school
Conflict
or work, and nothing more. But
286,730
War of 1812 1812-1815
the meaning behind Memorial
Day is actually very important and
should be taken seriously.
13,283
Mexican War 1846-1848
Memorial Day, originally
called Decoration Day, and which
was officially proclaimed on May
625,000
Civil War 1861-1865
5, 1868, is a day of remembrance
for those who have died in our
2,446
nation's service.
Spanish-American War 1898-1901
It was originally called Deco116,516
ration Day because organized
World War I 1917-1918
women's groups in the South
began decorating the graves of
405,399
fallen soldiers sometime before
World War II 1941-1946
the end of the Civil War. Despite
these happenings in the South,
36,574
however, Waterloo, New York was
Korean War 1950-1953
officially declared the birthplace
of Memorial Day by President
58,220
Vietnam Conflict 1964-1973
Lyndon Johnson in May 1966.
Those who have family
members who have experience in
the military usually have the most
Of the ten principal wars that the U.S. has engaged in, the Civil War caused the
understanding of this important
most deaths among American military personnel. During the period between the
day of observance.
Revolutionary War and the present, it was the Civil War that produced the most
“I respect Memorial Day
Army casualties on Omaha
American fatalities, when Union statistics and Confederate estimates are taken into
because it honors those that fought
Beach, 1944, during the
account. World War II was the first war in which there were more battle deaths than
for my country,” said senior Janell
D-Day Invasion of Normandy,
deaths from other causes such as accidents, disease, and infections. (Source: American
Mathus, “and also because my dad
France. (Photo source: Naval
War and Military Operations Casualties: Lists and Statistics; Federation of American
is in the military, and I know that beHistory & Heritage Command)
Scientists, 2010)
ing in the military isn’t that easy, and

American military combat deaths in ten principal wars

SENIOR CALENDAR
continued from page 8

The senior luncheon (Tuesday,
June 5) will be held on the Spirit
of Chicago (main photo), which
features a revamped, modern interior
design, and colorful LED lighting and
updated décor (above).

from attending prom because of disciplinary infractions.
Prom king, queen, and court applications will be offered this week (see Mrs.
Morgan in the library).
Senior Awards Night, on Wednesday,
May 23, is when seniors and their parents
are invited to the special ceremony at 6
p.m. in Blackwelder Hall, where students will
receive an array of awards from teachers and
sponsors of various programs.
The senior luncheon, “Passport to Paradise,” is to be held on the Spirit of Chicago
at Navy Pier on Tuesday, June 5 ($50 per
person). If you’re planning to attend, today
is the last day that you can purchase tickets.
Visit the back of the library during your lunch
period to buy them.
Prom is Friday, June 1, at the HyattRegency on Wacker Drive ($120 per person,
in advance). Tickets will be available for sale
Wednesday, May 23 and Thursday, May 24.
Guest applications are available in the
Main Office until today--last chance! All outside guests (and MP underclassmen) require
a guest application.
The graduation fee ($90), is due Thursday, June 7, at the time of receiving gradua-

tion materials. Additional tickets are $5 each.
Senior t-shirt sales end Thursday, May 3;
they cost $15 each and can be purchased in
the back of the library.
Graduation rehearsal is Friday, June 8
at the House of Hope, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. All
seniors must be in attendance.
The graduation ceremony (finally!) will be
held Saturday, June 9 at House of Hope (752 E.
114th Street). Graduates are expected to arrive
at 8 a.m., while guests can arrive at 9:00 a.m.
Guests are strongly encouraged to arrive on
time, as the doors will be closed at 9:55 a.m.--no
exceptions.
Sadly, every year some people have the
doors closed on them as they run up to the
church moments after the serious deadline.
However, the formal ceremony must start and
end on time, as there are other events the
church holds that day.
Also, it’s important that guests treat the ceremony with the dignity it deserves, and so interruptions by those who are late won’t be allowed.
Other dates to bear in mind: the annual
juniors vs. seniors basketball game (Friday, May 25 in the boys gym at 3 p.m.), and
senior final exams (Tuesday, May 29 and
Wednesday, May 30).
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food fanatic

Popular condiments to dip
French fries in varies quite a
bit from country to country.
In America, ketchup is
typically the dip of choice
for French fries. In certain
parts of Europe, mayonnaise
is king. The British tend
to favor malt vinegar for
dipping their fries.

Favorite french fries
By Carlisa White

G

olden, tender sticks
of greasy, salty
deliciousness--you know, french fries!
A lot of people have their different opinions on where the best
french fries can be found. I have the
short list of the three best places
you can indulge in greasy potato
goodness in the Chicagoland area.
Starting with my No. 3
favorite, Wingz It Iz, on 1257 W
127th St. in Calumet Park, has the
thickest, sweetest, tingling potato
wedges there are. You can choose
from different varieties of thick
barbecue sauce, and none of
them would let you down (honey
BBQ is the best).
Sure they have great chicken
wings, but the fries bring me back.
Just looking at the fries will make
your mouth water. When you pick
a wedge of potato up, the amount
of delightful, sweetening sauce
can make the fry slip out of your
hand. Usually the fries come with
a dinner you get, but you can also
get different sizes as a separate
side, from small to large.
The No. 2 best fries in Chicago in my opinion (and millions
of others) are McDonald’s crispy

fries. Sometimes they’re a bit
too salty, but even with all the
sodium, they still are really good.
Just the fries alone can get you
full, especially the ginormous
large portion; there are smaller
sizes, but why bother? They’re so
tasty and delicious. But, again,
these golden fries are even better
with BBQ sauce, but you’ll have
to specifically ask for a container.
The moment you all been
waiting for, the No. 1 spot that
has the best french fries is...the
Home of the Hoagy (1312 W
111th St.)!
OMG, this place doesn’t
even need to offer sandwiches,
just their french fries. The fries
with their signature sweet and
tangy steak sauce will have your
mouth craving for more. The
crazy sloppiness--thanks to all the
vinegary red sauce poured over
them in the wax paper bag--gets
all over your fingers (or fork if
you’re a neatness freak) will have
your stomach growling for more.
Okay, the sauce is great, but it
really is the fresh cut, kind of soggy,
thick sticks of potato that will bring
you back. They are the best fries I
have ever tasted from Chicago. They
are $2.35 and worth your money.

corridor quips

What course or extracurricular
would you like to see offered at MP?

By Tayler Smith
“I would add a home economics
class for those who like to cook.”
Tiana Bell, senior
“I wish we had a better sex education class because it’s obvious
that some people are having
sex; they should just teach them
how to be safe about it.”
ArShayle Huggins, junior
“If not a culinary arts class,
maybe a food culture class to

learn about the history of popular
foods and how they came to be.”
Jazmine Purdis, junior
“I would add an auto-shop
class for those who like to work
on cars and learn about how
they work.”
Amari Harris, senior
“I would be interested in taking
a music production class to
help encourage people with
the talent to go further.”
Charles Wiggins, senior

SOFTBALL

continued from page 12

[Ortiz], who did an outstanding
job,” the coach said. “This year,
we don’t have a consistent pitcher
which we hope to get better by
the playoffs.
Adduci added that this unit
does have some really good leadership and is a “cohesive team
that stays together.”
“Breanna Scott and Brittany
Yates are our senior captains, and
they have been playing really well
supporting our team and striving together,” he said. “Alex Gill,
short stop, is outstanding and
one of the best players on the
team; she has all ability to play
and has great speed. We also
have a good catcher, Tiesha Griffin, who works very hard.”
With this recipe, Adduci
predicts that the “playoffs will be
very competitive, and the team
is working very hard to play the
game right. Victories will follow.”
However, with a record of
2- 7 (through April 24)--their only
victories coming against Chicago

Agriculture and Sciences (CHAS)
and Hubbard--the team is having
a difficult time producing as well
as they did last year.
“My strategies to help my
team win is to stay focus on
the game, always play aggressive, smart, and not to let the
other team intimidate me and my
skills,” said short stop Alex Gill.
“I push my team to make sure everybody plays their position with
confidence and to put more effort
in themselves to do better, just as
much as I do.”
Focused players help their
team to work harder to achieve a
better record in the playoffs.
“As the captains, Breanna Scott
and I boost the team by telling them
things will get better, and that’s why
we have practice,” said Yates, the
team captain. “Everybody needs to
be at practice and treat it like it’s a
game. You practice harder than you
play, and as a team, we need to be
willing to put in the work and make
it up at the plate.”

Europeans put
In most of the English
mayonnaise
(?!)
speaking world, thin cut and
on their fries.
thick cut fries are called
two different things, fries
Belgians, who consume the
and chips, respectively. In
most
French fries per capita
North America, it is typical
of any country in Europe,
to simply call them all
occasionally will serve
French fries and, when they
French
fries
with
egg as a topping. The
are distinguished, it is usually just by
raw
egg
is
cracked
over the French fries
adding an adjective, rather than using a
immediately after the fries have been pulled
completely different word: i.e. steak fries
from the fryer.
(chips), French fries, curly fries, etc.
In 1802, Thomas Jefferson had the White
House chef, Frenchman Honoré Julien,
prepare “potatoes served in the French
manner” for a dinner party. He described
these as “Potatoes deep-fried while raw,
in small cuttings.”
Burger King’s French fries (and probably
McDonald’s too) are sprayed with a sugar
solution just before being packaged and
shipped to the various franchise locations.
This produces the golden color through
caramelization of the sugar when it is fried.

“To French,” in cooking, now commonly
refers to cutting any food into long thin
strips. The origins of this phrase comes from
the late 19th century, so well after the term
“French fried potato” was common.
The now common “Fish and Chips” combo
comes from Britain, around 1864. For
nearly 200 years before that, fish vendors
had been serving fried fish in Britain on
the streets. In 1864, one of them got the
bright idea to serve thick cut French fries
with the fried fish.

REMEMBERING MEMORIAL DAY
continued from page 9

the meaning of it.”
Macola also sees this lack of
reverence as a problem, declaring
that so many “take for granted”
what we have in this country.
“Memorial Day certainly is not
given the respect it deserves,” she
said. “It is a day off for barbecuing. Our local parade [in Beverly],
one of the oldest in the city, is
poorly attended--there are few
politicians, few bands, few marching units, and very few listen to
words spoken in reverence at the
flag at Ridge Park. When American flags pass by, only veterans
and their families and friends stand
and remove their hats.”
The association of the holiday
with just another day off has lessened the care people have for the
holiday. It has not necessarily taken
away any respect they have for the
dead, but it has definitely altered
the willingness people have to
practice the established traditions.
“I think that [this] is just a
day to remember those who have
fallen fighting for a noble cause,”
said senior Jaccari Brown. “I don’t
really feel anything towards it or
do anything to celebrate it because I really have no connection
with it or those people, but I still
give my respect to them.”
Despite what appears to be
a growing lack of appreciation for
this holiday, it is still one of the
most important that is nationally
observed. It is a day set aside to
honor and remember those who
have died for both the freedom
and safety of our country throughout all of the wars and small battles in our history. Memorial Day
should be taken more seriously
as it has been in the past, and the
traditions of observance should be
taught to the rising generations so
that the day can live on while getting the respect it deserves.
“I respect Memorial Day because it’s a day dedicated to all of
our fallen mothers and fathers out
there,” said freshman De’quan
Hoover. “It is also a reminder of
how lucky we are to live in such
a great country, and we should

appreciate every last man, woman
and child who died for it to be
this way.”
And that’s just how Americans should feel toward those
who defend our country and our
democratic way of life, Macola
concluded.

“Every soldier, sailor, airman,
and Marine will not necessarily
agree with the politics of situations
they respond to,” she said, “but
they will fight to allow all of us to
say and print what we think, to vote
as we wish, and to protest or support various beliefs and actions.

about
memorial day
Poppy Day was created in
1915 by a Georgia school teacher,
Moina Michael, who was a Memorial
Day volunteer who thought there
should be a visual symbol to
remember those who died in defense
of their country. She was inspired by
the poem “In Flanders Fields.”
The VFW (Veterans of Foreign
Wars) conducted its first “Buddy
Poppy” distribution before Memorial
Day in 1922, becoming the first
veterans’ organization to organize a
nationwide distribution. The poppy
soon was adopted as the official
memorial flower of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars of the United States.
Many people confuse
Memorial Day and Veterans Day
(November 11). Memorial Day is a
day for remembering and honoring
military personnel who died in the
service of their country, particularly
those who died in battle or as a result
of wounds sustained in battle.
While those who died are
also remembered, Veterans Day is
the day set aside to thank and honor
all those who served honorably in the
military--in wartime or peacetime.
In fact, Veterans Day is
largely intended to thank living to
acknowledge that their contributions
to our national security are
appreciated, and to underscore the
fact that all those who served--not
only those who died--have sacrificed
and done their duty.
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Before Rose’s injury, fans were saying this would be the Bulls’ year
By Debra Jenkins

R

emember way back last
fall when many were
speculating that the NBA season
was going to be completely
scrapped because the players
and owners couldn’t agree upon
a contract? Fans breathed a sigh
of relief when the two parties
finally got their act together, and
kicked off an abbreviated season
on Christmas Day.
Fast-forward four months
later, and pro basketball fans
are already enjoying the second
season: the 2012 playoffs are now
underway.
It’s looking like the 2011
post-season all over again, with
all eight teams from last year’s
Eastern Conference first round
returning, while six are back in it
from the Western Conference.
Will the conference finals
feature the same opponents,
though? Many are already looking
ahead to another battle between
Chicago and Miami, but in the
East, some are saying it will be
between the San Antonio Spurs
and the Oklahoma City Thunder.
“The Lakers won’t make it
[to the finals] because they don’t
have the zen master [former
coach Phil Jackson], [shooting
guard] Kobe Bryant is getting
old, and [forward Ron] Artest is
probably going to be suspended
for ten games or more,” said basketball fan and Spanish teacher
Ian Randolph.
But the teams that most
b-ball fanatics are closely watching are arch-rivals Chicago and
Miami.
“The Miami Heat is the biggest challenge the Chicago Bulls
have so far,” said security guard
Andre Johnson. “I think the Bulls
will go far because the bench has
been playing really well. [And]
with the absence of Derrick Rose,
they have been playing phenomenal.”
Unfortunately, Rose went
down with a serious knee injury in
the first game of the first round of
the playoffs against the Philadelphia 76ers.
The Bulls star missed 26
games earlier this season with a
variety of health problems, including toe, back and groin injuries.
And it’s for this reason that Chicago could falter.
“Considering how [Rose’s

injuries are] worse than mine,
[the Bulls’ chances are] not very
good,” Randolph said. “I’m in
better shape than he is right now,
at least with joints and everything.”
Despite the nagging injury
bug, the Spanish teacher still
believes the home team will take
home the Larry O’Brien NBA
Championship Trophy in June.
“If they have home court
advantage, [the Bulls] have some
chance [to win the Finals], said
Randolph who says they’ll win
it in seven against San Antonio.
“They’ll need to play tough and
be lucky.”
Another teacher also sees the
Bulls getting to the NBA Finals
this time.
“The Miami Heat is definitely
the Bulls’ biggest challenge, but
the Bulls will win the Eastern
Conference championship in six
games,” said English teacher
Gerald Winston. “The Bulls have
a good chance because they are
a very deep team, and Miami just
has a horrible coach.”
But if the regular season
is any indicator as for what’s to
come, it may be a real struggle.
Chicago was 2-2 against Miami,
with the Heat taking the last regular season match-up, 83-72.
Some fans see this team
doing it all because the players
are doing it for more than just the
money.
“The Bulls are going to do
perfect, they are going to win the
whole thing because they have
heart,” said freshman Kingston
Taylor. “Most people think Miami
Heat is the Bulls biggest challenge, but I strongly believe the
Oklahoma City Thunder will be
the Bulls’ biggest challenge.”
The Bulls took a very big L
in their only regular season game
on April Fools Day against the
Thunder, losing 92-78.
“The Chicago Bulls is the
best team in the Eastern Conference,” said security guard
Dennis Allen, “[but] their biggest
challenge in the East is the Miami
Heat, and in the West is the Oklahoma City Thunder.”
One NBA fan has really analyzed the teams heading into this
year’s post-season, and has plenty
of optimism for the Bulls who
have won six titles in their history-all with all-time great Michael
Jordan, though.

“I think the Bulls have a great
shot at winning a championship
this year and will do no less than
the Finals,” said senior Subria
Whitaker. “Hopefully another
team can take out the [New York]
Knicks for us, but at this point
it’s clear the Miami Heat is our
biggest contenders in the East.
They’re so physical, but it’s also
clear that their go-to-guy can’t

finish, so it’s safe to underestimate them.”
This will be a truly be a team
effort, the senior went on to say.
“Derrick Rose not being so
healthy is scary, but at this point,
it’s like ‘Who cares?’,” said Whitaker. “Our bench mob proves every night that we don’t need him
like we think we do; he’s amazing
by himself, but a crutch to the

team, sometimes.”
But it’s the team mentality that
Chicago shows time and time again
that will be the difference-maker.
“I have faith in my Bulls and
their desire to win, drive to finish
games, and the bench to put other
teams in their place,” she said. “We
can fry any team up in the game,
add a little hot sauce, and eat them
up because we’re hungry!”

on the other hand...
First
Round

Conference
Semi-Finals

Conference
Finals

NBA
Finals

(1)

(8)

(3)

(6)

Eastern Conference

Although
many are
looking for
the Bulls
to win
the title,
varsity
boys
head
coach Nick Irvin
doesn’t see them getting
past the Heat--again. This
was even before Derrick
Rose’s season-ending
injury in the first game of
the playoffs.

(2)

(7)

(4)

2012 NBA
Champions
(7 games)

(5)

Western Conference

REAL WORLD CONTINUED
continued from page 6

cago’s Southwest side.
Gonzlalzes and teacher Dr.
Deborah Hawes signed their volunteers up for the preparation of
pre-school instructional materials
with students at DePaul University’s Jumpstart Program. The instructional materials prepared will
be used in Jumpstart Preschool
Programs across the city.
And on Saturdays--yes
Saturdays--Gonzalzles , Dr. Hawes.
English teacher Faith Pledger and
child welfare worker Brenda Price
chaperoned dozens of students who
turned out for Immigration Stories
with Erie Neighborhood House
(1347 W. Erie St.). The following Saturday, these students were
trained by ICIRR on issues pertinent
to undocumented students and
later participated in a peaceful demonstration entitled “Coming Out

of the Shadows – Undocumented
and Unafraid,” at Daley Center in
support of the DREAM ACT. This
bill, “Development, Relief, and
Education for Alien Minors,” would
provide conditional permanent
residency to certain illegal aliens
of who graduate from U.S. high
schools, arrived in the United States
as minors, and lived in the country
continuously for at least five years
prior to the bill's enactment.
The final Saturday in March was
open to any student who had involved in any of these activities, and
participated in a Day of Reflection at
Juarez High School. Workshops led
by professionals from organizations
across the city were offered promoting positive race relations, sensitivity
to other cultures, and support of
human rights. It culminated with a
community walk and rally.

Photo at right: Students
participate in a rally
after attending a Day of
Reflection at Juarez High
School. Workshops led by
professionals promoted
positive race relations and
support of human rights. Inset:
Jessie McCormick, Christian
Bell, and Reggie Hamilton
sit while they assisted
adults who were
preparing to take
the US Citizenship
Test at the Erie
Neighborhood
House. Participating
students
tutored potential
citizens for over two
hours in an effort to
help them pass.
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Pom wins 12th city title

SPORTS

Baseball team coach expects
to win big with ‘chemistry’
By Lawrence Cannon

T

The pom pon girls competed in the Chicago Public Schools City Spirit Championship at Chicago
State University last month and won their 12th city title in Large Varsity Pom since 2000. (Photo
by Joshua Housing)

he boys varsity
baseball squad is
tearing up the diamond once
again, putting up a “fantastic”
record of 19-5, according to
head coach Ernest Radcliffe.
Although there are nine
games left in the regular season,
the boys are assured a top-seed
in the post-season, courtesy of
their impressive winning record,
which has significantly improved
over the 2011 season.
“We finished 19-12 last
year,” said Coach Radcliffe of
his Jackie Robinson conference
squad. “We [now] gave a great
chance of winning city, led by
three seniors, Thomas Clay, DeJohn Suber, and Mike Hudson.”
There have obviously
been many great victories,
but the coach has one game
checked as perhaps the biggest win so far.
“[Beating] St. Rita, 8-1,”
he said. “Magnificent game.
Marcellus Sneed pitched an
excellent game, [and] the defence was impeccable.”
Teamwork, versatility, and

unity are essential to winning,
and this group appears to have
them, with the coach saying
that such qualities are the
among the team’s strengths.
“[They have] chemistry, are
well-balanced, and numerous
players play numerous positions,”
Radcliffe said, adding their only
possible weakness is themselves.
Looking ahead to the city
playoffs, the coach is already
thinking about potential opponents, saying Simeon or
Clemente may be the toughest
obstacles--depending how the
teams are seeded.
The 2011 Mustangs made
a good run in the city playoffs,
but suffered a tough loss in the
second round against Lakeview
High School, falling 12-2. In the
first round of the state playoffs,
the team lost in a defensive battle
with Lincoln-Way West, 2-1.
But Radcliffe expects this
team to perform even better.
“Because of our team
chemistry, we should do well
in state,” the coach said. “Our
team has a strong chance of
winning state: We have pitching, defense, and ambition.”

Water polo teams appear to put renovated pool, practice to good use
By BreAnna Stewart

M

PHS’s hidden gems
within in the school
are our water polo teams. With all
the renovations done to our pool
system, many people still don’t
know that we have both a girls
and boys water polo team that are
dedicated and doing quite well
this season.
Head coach and English
teacher Gerald Winston, boys water polo team captain Nick Jones,

and girls water polo team captain
Crystal Webb briefed me about
their season and what to expect
from the team next.
“Our girls had a great season; we had two hiccups because
players didn’t show to games that
cost us in the city tournament,”
Winston said. “We finished up
our season 7-4.”
Senior Crystal Webb said
she’s expecting the best from
their upcoming playoffs. “I
hope we win, of course, but I just

Are

you
graduating?

really want us to beat Lindblom,”
she said. “We play them next
week for the championship, so
I’m crossing my fingers.”
Lindblom is their arch rivals in
water polo and swimming.
“Oh, yeah, we hate Lindblom,” laughed Winston. “No, but
seriously, they’re just our rivals,
one of the teams we hope to
beat--as well as Curie and Whitney Young.”
The girls swim team has done
pretty well, too, ranking in the top

10 in the state.
“We did good this year,” said
Webb. “We came in 6th in the
state.”
Senior Nick Jones shared his
personal achievements and the
achievements of the boys swim
team.
“We were alright this year;
we placed 5th in city, but I personally got 3rd in my city events
and 5th in the state sectional,”
said Jones.
Any team sponsor will tell

Graduating seniors are
offered to place their
last will and testament
in the june 2012 issue
of empehi news

Ad forms are currently available in Room 326A. A PDF-version can also be downloaded from
www.morganparkcps.org in the News and Bulletins section. Ads must be returned to Mr. K.
Majeske no later than Thursday, May 10. Only one ad per student, please.

how important team captains are
to the dynamics of every functional team, and Winston admitted
his teams are no different.
“The boys and girls had very
good captains this year,” the
coach said. “They held the team
together, helped running practices, and were all around good
leaders; I’m gonna miss them.”
But Winston also expressed
his concern for his team when all
the seniors graduate.
“I hope we have a team,” he
said. “We’re losing a lot of good
seniors--all of our top players are
seniors--so I hope we can fill the
team next year.”
We wish both the girls and
boys water polo teams best
of luck in their championship
endeavors within the next few
weeks; stop by the pool some
time and check them out!

Girls softball
hopes efforts
to payoff in
playoffs
By Debra Jenkins

A

lthough the girls
varsity softball
team is currently suffering
through a losing record, the
coach hopes they can gel by
the post-season.
Girls softball coach
and teacher Jim Adduci has
been coaching softball for
23 years at Morgan Park.
“Last year we had a
very good pitcher, Lupe

Please turn to page 10 for

GIRLS SOFTBALL

