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Principal selection to resume
By Maggie West
and Maya James

A

fter a year-and-a-half
of trying to find a
new principal for the school,
the Local Student Council
(LSC) is planning to begin the
selection process, once again,
later this month.
“At this point we have
not started a new principal
search,” said math teacher and
current LSC teacher representative Deborah Murphy. “The
searches will most likely start

up again after the fall break,”
she said. “The LSC was worried
about starting the search in the
beginning of the year due to the
teachers striking.”
In order to start the selection
process for a contract principal,
the council will need to start a
brand new search.
“The LSC must advertise
the principal position in the CPS
E-Bulletin for a minimum of two
weeks,” according to a statement
given via email by LSC community representative Peggy Goddard.

Those interested will send
their resume to the Office
of Principal Preparation and
Development (OPPD) and
complete an application for
eligibility. However, in order to
actually become a principal, a
candidate must pass the CPS
Principal Eligibility Process and
be offered a contract from a
school’s LSC.

Please turn to page 2 for

FOURTH TIME TO
FIND PRINCIPAL
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Board changes calendar,
reduces fall vacation
I
n what surprised many,
the Chicago school board
announced last Friday that a
new calendar will be instituted
for the remainder of the school
year for all schools in order to
make up the seven days lost to
the recent teachers strike.
A press release from
Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
published last Friday explains a
number of significant changes
to the 2012-2013 school calendar. They include the following

“Make-Up Days”: Five days
will be cut from the Track E Fall
Intersession: October 15-19;
Presidents’ Day will be eliminated: February 18; and one
day will be added to the end
of the school year: June 19.
Track R schools will also
have seven days added by
eliminating two days from their

Please turn to page 4 for

CALENDAR
CHANGED

Teachers vote on contract, await results
T

he Chicago Teachers
Union (CTU)
membership cast their votes
yesterday on whether to accept
or reject the latest contract
proposal hammered out between
its negotiating team and the
Chicago school board.
After reaching a tentative
deal on Friday, September 14,
union delegates reviewed the
framework with union members,
ultimately deciding to suspend
the strike, which eventually lasted
seven school days. Late last
week, the 53-page PDF Tentative
Agreement was to be examined by approximately 29,000
union members and voted on
for approval. Results should be
announced either today or tomorrow at the latest.
Although the agreement between the Chicago Public Schools
(CPS) and the CTU is essentially
a compromise on demands by
the two parties, union officials
acknowledge that it’s not all that
they wanted, especially considering wages for the longer day.
“Teachers, especially math
teachers, have run the figures,
and for them, the numbers don’t
add up,” CTU delegate and language teacher Ian Randolph said,
regarding “extra pay for extra
work.”
Other issues teachers are
expected to have considered for

Please turn to page 7 for
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Tens of thousands of Chicago Teachers Union (CTU) members picket outside of Chicago Public Schools (CPS) headquarters,
located at 125 S. Clark Street, on the first day of the seven-day strike last month. The streets of Clark and LaSalle were flooded
with striking teachers and their supporters, blocking the thoroughfares and trapping many cars and busses caught in the late
afternoon protest. Yesterday, teachers were asked to voteidon
ratifying
the tentative contract.
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Mixed feelings linger regarding strike
By Victoria Gardner

S

taff and students have
mixed reactions about
the Chicago Teachers Union
(CTU) members striking when
contract talks with the Chicago
Board of Education failed early in
September.
Over a course of ten months,
the CTU had been in a negotiation about the claims of their
contracts. When those claims
weren’t met, they took action
by striking, causing all Chicago
public schools to close classes for
seven straight days.
Some teachers were apprehensive when they were informed
about the likelihood of the strike
in the days leading up to it in
early September. Social studies
teacher Lashandra Smith-Rayfield
wondered how it would affect her
children and also her classroom.
“I was a parent before I was
a teacher,” she said. “I have four
children that will also be affected
by it, and I was also concerned

SPORTS

Those impacted look back
on days of the strike
By Brittney McMillion
and Brianna Daniels

T

Morgan Park teachers picket beneath the school’s marque
during last month’s strike.
about the [amount of] time away.
We had a nice momentum going [before the strike], and I was
worried about the break in the
momentum of my class.”
Smith-Rayfield knew that some

of the students would be happy
about being out of school, but
knew that would all change later.

Please turn to page 5 for

MIXED FEELINGS

he Chicago Teachers
Union (CTU) members
took their places on the picket
line in downtown Chicago last
Monday, kicking off a strike
which lasted seven days. Many
have looked back on the
impact of the events.
Although the work stoppage began four weeks after
Track E Chicago schools began
their year, some felt that it was
still a significant disruption.
“I felt the strike sucked,”
said senior Sydney Haney. “It
was a damper in the beginning
of the beginning of the school
year. I was just getting into the
swing of things; it wasn’t a fun
experience.”

Other kids in other grade
levels felt differently about the
strike.
“At the beginning I
thought it was cool, but I think
that they should’ve settled it
earlier for the students,” said
freshman Morgan Quinn.
Even though Haney
thought the event was an
inconvenience, she believes it
was unavoidable.
“I do believe the strike
was necessary,” Haney said.
“Teachers’ requests were beyond reasonable, [we do need]
A/C in school, [we shouldn’t
wait] weeks to get textbooks,
[and they should get] a larger
salary. Every student and staff
member should know how
unbearable it is in MP when we

Please turn to page 5 for

LOOKING BACK

FOURTH TIME TO FIND PRINCIPAL
continued from page 1

In order for an LSC to select
a contract principal at the high
school level, a candidate must get
a minimum of seven “yes” votes
from the council. MP’s council has
12 members.
Although the school does
have acting principal Dr. Everett
Edwards II and assistant principal

Remy Washington, not having
a contract principal may make
some students and perhaps some
faculty members feel a bit lost.
However, journalism teacher and
LSC teacher representative Keith
Majeske feels that the school has
done well with the current administration.

Morgan Park High School
1744 West Pryor Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60643
Dr. Everett L. Edwards, Acting Principal
Remy Washington, Assistant Principal
EMPEHI News is a student publication of Morgan
Park High School whose goal is to inform the
student body as to school news, as well as local,
national, and world issues. The views expressed in
the editorials are not necessarily those of Morgan
Park High School. The views in columns, reviews
and commentaries are those only of the writers.
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“I don’t think the school has
even skipped a beat,” he said.
It is expected that Dr.
Edwards will stay on as acting
principal for as long as needed.
Even though he officially retired
from CPS at the end of last school
year in June, Edwards was asked
to continue his role as the school’s
chief administrator.
After coming up empty after
trying to choose the school’s top
administrator three different times
so far, it’s hoped that this fourth
time will be the charm. But the
LSC isn’t looking for just a warm
body to fill the seat.
“I would like to see that the
candidates are very enthusiast
about the job,” said Murphy.
“They should have a good
handle on the Common Core
Standards and how to implement
them at a high school level. I
would like to see someone who
has good ideas on how to improve Morgan Park and make it
a much better place for students
and teachers.”

Production
Regional Publishing Corp.
Palos Heights, Illinois

Some have expressed concern over the possibility that the
Board of Education could step
in and place a principal of their
own if the LSC doesn’t act quickly.
However, that appears to be very
unlikely, when at a public meeting on September 21, 2011, Jose
Villasenor, the deputy director of
the office of Local School Council
Relations from CPS, distributed
copies of the Illinois School Code
relevant to this topic.
“The Local School Council
has not, nor will not lose, the
authority to select the Contract
Principal no matter how long it
takes for that process to be completed,” Goddard recalled the
deputy director saying in an open
meeting in the school auditorium.
In addition to an audio tape of
the meeting, Villasenor’s statement is a part of the approved
minutes from the meeting.
Although 68 resumes have
been reviewed in the lengthy but
fruitless process, fewer candidates
have shown an interest in the

position as time has gone by.
“There has been a decrease in the number of resumes
received with each search,” Goddard stated in an email.

Process began 16 months ago
In the spring of 2010, former
principal Dr. Beryl Shingles left
and accepted the principalship
at newly-opened South Shore
International College Prep High
School, located at 1955 East 75th
Street.
“Right after Dr. Shingles left
in May of 2011, the LSC started
the first selection process,”
Majeske said. “One of the two
remaining candidates [Carolyn
Eggert] was likely going to receive a contract, but she accepted a contract from another school
at the last minute. I thought that
[Doug Maclin] who was left standing would then get the job, but
that’s not how it works with the
principal selection process.”
In order to win the vote, the
candidate would have to win the
majority of the votes in the LSC.
But even if there is only one candidate, council reps can choose
to abstain, or not vote for that
candidate. When that happens, a
new cycle must begin.
Those two were, however,
chosen to become principals at
other schools: Maclin is at Chicago Vocational High School (a
“turnaround” school that had its
teaching staff reconstituted; Level
3-currently on probation) and Eggert is at Sullivan High School on
the Northside (Level 3).

in addition to state of Illinois
certification. The lengthy process
consists of interviews, a principal scenario exam, background
check, and interview assessments
based on case study, instructional
observation, and a behavioral
interview, according to the OPPD
website. Neither Washington
nor Daigler were successful, thus
neither could have been chosen
by the LSC, so that cycle was
terminated.

Strike three
In the election last spring,
two candidates, Diana Smith
(principal of York High School
in Elmhurst Community Unit
School District 205) and Shontae
Higginbottom (then principal of
Avalon Park Elementary School in
Chicago) weren’t chosen because
they didn’t receive the necessary
majority of LSC votes.
The two candidates had
some very diverse visions for the
school, according to Murphy, who
sat in on the selection process,
but wasn’t a voting member at
the time.
“[Higginbottom] had wanted
a very strict environment for the
school,” she said, while adding,
“[and] I felt that [Smith’s] philosophy wouldn’t work well here at
Morgan Park [either].”
Smith has since been retained by York High School, and
Higginbottom was granted a new
four-year contract by her Avalon
Park Elementary LSC.

Strike two
The second election wasn’t a
success because the candidates
were denied eligibility into the
principal eligibility pool by the
Office of Principal Preparation
and Development. Assistant
Principal Washington and Michael
Daigler (vice chancellor at City
Colleges of Chicago) were running against each other in the
four month-long selection.
The OPPD eligibility process is an additional hurdle CPS
requires of potential principals,

EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to the
editor. All letters must have a name and division number. We reserve the right to edit
all letters for mechanics, length, and content.
Please submit responses with name and division to Mr. Majeske or any member of the
newspaper, or to KEMajeske@cps.edu.
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Drama Club
plans rebirth

Spirit Week Themes

MONDAY (OCT 8): Twin Day (Pairs of students dress like twins in identical clothing)
TUESDAY (OCT 9): Diamonds in the Rough (Fashion Disaster Day; outdated
or unmatched clothing)
WEDNESDAY (OCT 10): Class Color Day (Seniors-Red, Juniors-Blue, Sophomores-Brown/
Tan, Freshmen-Black, 8th –Gray, 7th- Yellow/Gold)
THURSDAY (OCT 11): School Spirit Day (Students will show their school spirit by
wearing our school colors: Green, White, & Unofficial Orange)
FRIDAY (OCT 12): NEW! Bling Day (Wear something flashy, shiny, sparkly: Think
Two Chains or Rihanna-syles)



Ethalee Thompson (Messenger), Marianna Thomas (Chorus),
and Marja Moore (Chorus Leader and co-director) in the Drama
Club’s performance of Antigone. The 2010 Greek drama was the
last time the group held a play.
Desiree’ Freeman
and Tristian Anderson

T

2012 (above clockwise):
Twin Day, Class Color
Day, School Spirit Day,
and D-List Day (this
year’s Fashion Disaster).
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Pep Rallies

Pep Rally (partnering with True Star Magazine)
WHEN: Thursday, Oct. 11
WHERE: Boys Gym ($3)
4th & 5th periods - Freshmen and Sophomores
7th & 8th Periods - Juniors and Seniors

Homecoming Game

WHEN: Thursday, Oct. 11 @ 7:15 p.m.
WHERE: Gately Stadium ($5 per person)
OPPONENT: Hubbard Greyhounds
Mustangs have a winning percentage of 92 over
the last 12 years. MP last played Hubbard in a
homecoming game in 2010, beating them 28-20.

Homecoming Dance

WHEN: Friday, Oct. 12 from 7 p.m. - 11 p.m.
WHERE: Sabre Room (8900 W. 95th St.,
Hickory Hills; look for the giant
Aladdin-like character on the sign)
COST: $20 per person; if you buy your ticket
Oct. 1-3, you’ll receive a FREE pep rally ticket!

he Drama Club will put
on an expo toward the
end of the 2012-2013 school year,
complete with the hope of using
a renovated auditorium and a
new sponsor.
The club presidents are very
excited to welcome new members and promise a great show,
and encourages everyone who is
interested to join, with no experience needed.
This group is seeking to
rebuild the drama group after a
few years that lacked any stage
performances and suffered from
sponsor turnover.
Club Vice President Kayla
Moore, a senior, said that there
will be a drama club this year,
along with a huge expo toward
the end of the year.
“I’m thinking about getting
[the club] started after we come
back from fall break,” Moore said.
“We normally start off with just
improv activities and introducing
what we do in Drama Club.”
The vice president of the
club is optimistic about putting
on an actual performance after
the group’s two-year hiatus.
“Toward the end of next year,
we are definitely having an expo
which is similar to a play because it
has different skits, but it’s multiple
theme all tied together,” Moore
said. “Drama Club is definitely fun,
and we encourage new members-

-all grades are welcome... and
our meetings are normally on
Wednesdays for an hour. “
The last time the group performed a play on stage was in the
spring of 2010. English teacher
Carolyn Hart, the sponsor at the
time, helped to direct the Greek
drama, Antigone. It was also the
same year they held their last
drama exposition.
At least one senior is looking
forward to a rebirth of the club.
“I’ve never heard much about
the Drama Club, and I had never
even considered being a part of it,”
Bassett said. “[But] it’s my senior
year, and I hoped to try something
different, outside of my comfort
zone. I had always thought about
going into acting before, so this
just might be the time for me to
showcase my talent.”
President Cashmere Cozart
looks forward to change the
minds of those people who are
uninterested or just simply unaware of the club.
“This year, we will try to put
out more vivid, colorful flyers to
attract the attention of the student
body, and, hopefully, encourage
new people to join,” the president
said. “We also want to rid the preconceived notions of the club that
it’s not fun and can come off corny.
Senior Jasmyn Watkins who is
a part of the drama is very excited

Please turn to page 5 for

DRAMA CLUB
TO RETURN

Anime ready for big year,
despite slow start
By Jessica Bailey
and Davon Brown

A

nime Club members
have already
secured approval for some
exciting events, though they
got the club up-and-running
a little late due to some
difficulties.
The new anime president
was having trouble finding a
sponsor for the club, due to
the hour-later daily schedule
and the teacher strike.
“It’s hard getting a
teacher to take my club on
when they go home late after
work now, due to that stupid
added hour,” Jessica Bailey,
Anime Club president, said,

“and if that’s not the worst, the
teacher strike [made] it even
harder ‘cause [I couldn’t] really
talk to my teachers.”
However, now that the
strike is over, it appears that
anime has two sponsors: English teachers Yonakish McGhee
and Katherine Braggs, both
of whom have agreed to host
meetings on Tuesdays and
Wednesdays.
“I would like students to
have a little exposure to the
Japanese art form and more
discussions on the subject matter,” McGhee said. “Perhaps

Please turn to page 4 for

ANIME CLUB
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CALENDAR CHANGED
continued from page 1

Winter Intersession: January 3-4;
cutting Presidents’ Day, while
four days added to the end of
the school year: June 19-21 and
June 24.
Many learned of the announcement, not through school
or via emails to teachers, but
through media reports that morning. Track E and Track R calendars
have “Update” in all caps on the
CPS web page to notify readers.
Although the online press
release also adds that there will
be six half-days of attendance for
students, due to added professional development days, there is
no mention of another significant
change: the Spring Intersession
is now scheduled a week earlier
than originally set. Before the
strike, spring break was to be during the week of April 1; now that
vacation begins March 25.
Although moving the week
of vacation has nothing to do
with adding time to the calendar
lost to the strike, CEO JeanClaude Brizard’s letter to parents
on Friday states it was changed
“to ensure sufficient instructional
time before the end of the third
quarter.”
Other changes to the calendar include ending the first
quarter on October 18 (half-day
on Friday, October 19; originally
it was to be October 12, now a
school day). Other half-days are
November 9, 2012; December 5,
2012; February 27, 2013; April 12,
2013; and May 8, 2013. School
Improvement days, which are full
non-attendance days for students,
include February 1, 2013 and
June 20, 2013.

CPS has made a number of significant changes to the remaining school year, including eliminating one week of the fall intersession
and the Presidents’ Day holiday. October 12 is no longer a non-attendance day for students. However, there are now added
SCHOOL IMPROVEMENT DAYS: Full Non-Attendance Days include: February 1, 2013 and June 20, 2013. Half Days for students
include: October 19, 2012; November 9, 2012; December 5, 2012; February 27, 2013; April 12, 2013; and May 8, 2013 Important:
Students will attend school for three and one half hours on Half School Improvement Days and will receive breakfast and lunch.
(Source: Chicago Public Schools)
Students appear generally in
favor of the board’s new calendar.
“I feel kinda good about it
because I’d rather have days taken
from the break than tack them
on at the end of the year,” junior
Tiana Kimble said, admitting she

had no plans for the fall break.
Senior Angelique Tate had
expected to use the two weeks in
October to complete and submit
college applications, and hoped
for an alternative plan.
“I think it would be better

New calendar will delay some reno projects

A long list of action items on the contractor’s dry erase board
scheduled for the fall intersession may be delayed due to
the elimination of the first week of vacation (Oct. 15-19). The
recently approved replacement of the cafeteria tables will likely
be completed during the week of October 22. (Inset: likely table
replacement model)

T

he new calendar
announced by Chicago
Public Schools last Friday may
delay some of the projects that
were initially scheduled to take
place during the upcoming fall
intersession.
The board’s decision to cut
October 15 - October 19 from the
fall break to make up five of the
days lost to last month’s teachers strike, will likely delay some
of the renovation work planned
while schools were expected to be
closed, including Morgan Park.
One project that will definitely be rescheduled is having
all of the classroom ceilings in the

“old” north building drywalled
and resurfaced. This part of the
renovation, which is expected to
cost $700,000 to $800,000, will
likely be completed during the
winter intersession.
The replacement of the
cafeteria tables appears to still be
on schedule, but will have to be
started and finished in only one
week, that of October 22. The
tables, which are likely original to
the south building addition, and
thus 47-years-old, will have to be
removed, have the holes and tiles
in the floor repaired, and have the
new tables put in place.
In fact, the news lunchroom

tables will be capable of being
folded up, moved, and stored,
making the large cafeteria a
“multi-purpose” room.
School administrators, engineers, and project managers were
able to secure funding for the
new tables under the renovation
budget, thanks largely to how the
tables were reinstalled after the
floors were retiled in August.
According to Cox, the loss of
passing aisles between the tables
became a serious issue, so they
would have to be rearranged. In
order to do so, it became clear that
it would actually be more costeffective to simply replace them.

off to take it from winter break
[of which there are three weeks],”
she said, “but it’s better than having it at the end of the year.”
Some do have genuine plans
already made and may still keep
them.

“I understand the board’s decision, but for people with plans,
it’s kind of petty,” senior Kenneth
Greenlaw said, adding that he still
may keep his trip for attending
Jackson State University’s homecoming festivities.

ANIME CLUB
continued from page 3

bring in expert in that field.”
Although anime suffered
some setbacks, the new president
and vice presidents are giving
their all to fill the positions left to
them by the senior members.
“Now I realize it really is
hard to be the president and
set up all the activities,” Bailey
said. “Plus, I still have to get
new members.”
Even though it appears that
there are too many problems to
worry about to think up a plan
for anime this year, the group’s
leaders are all offering ideas.
“My ideas for Anime Club
are that every other day, depending on how many days a week
we'll be at anime, we should
have a certain activity,” vice president Davon Brown said, “like
video games, talk about animes
we've watched over the last
week, and also we can have just
manga sessions where we just
sit quietly and listen to members
talk about manga they've read.”
The club would also like to
have field trips.
“We should also start
planning trips as well,” Brown
added, “like going to comiccons, and do fund raisers to
help with trip money.”
There is also an idea that
they should welcome new members by having an opening night.
“We should do something like an open house to let
people come in and see what
they like,” Steven Gantz, vice
president, said. “Have manga

on display, maybe a movie, and
some Asian food, etc.”
Also on the table is a plan
to attend a convention.
“Anime would like to go to
a big convention this year, so for
that, I guess, I have my work cut
out in raising money for it,” Bailey
said, “let alone making costumes.”
Anime wants to get
involved with the school more
and throw exciting events.
“I want anime to throw
a cosplay masquerade ball,”
Bailey said. “It would be fun on
Halloween or Valentine’s Day.”
However, this idea has not
been given approval by the
school’s administration, since
no costumes can be worn at
school on October 31.
Club members, in general,
are getting involved with the
planning.
“I like anime and manga,
but I think we should add
comics and cartoons on to the
board,” said junior member
Reginald Bailey. “I mean it’s all
animation, right?”
There also seems to be a
lot of excitement from members looking forward to hanging with friends again this year.
“I can’t wait for anime
club! It’s going to be exciting,”
Tyvonne Green, a junior, said.
Overall, this year for anime is
going to be exciting and different.
“I plan to bring my own
flavor to anime and this year is
going to rock,” Bailey said. “I’ll
make sure of it.”
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LOOKING BACK
continued from page 2

come back in August.”
Some parents also thought
that the strike had value.
“I feel like the strike was
necessary only if the teachers got
what was important to them, and
if it was best interest for the children,” said parent Renata Worrell.
Some students viewed this
strike as a break from school, time
to chill and not do any homework--but not Quinn, who used
the time to get some things done.
“I did some service learning
[projects] and homework,” the
freshman said.
International Baccalaureate
students had plenty to do while
the strike closed schools.
“I did my AP calc homework,
my extended essay--which is over
4000 words, almost six--TOK

[Theory of Knowledge] essay, and
an Internal Assessment essay,”
said senior Ravyn Hickerson.
“[Also,] Mr. G[ronholm] gave us
Othello to read, plus strike work
which included researching a
labor strike, listing the outcomes.
I chose the Pullman Strike of
1894.”
Some seniors feared that this
strike would affect them when
it came down to certain dates,
dates that they were anticipating
since the first day of high school.
“A week didn’t affect me too
much, but if it would’ve lasted
longer it would’ve definitely affected me,” Haney said. “I was
worried because colleges are
looking at first semester grades
and applications are due.”
The city’s public schools

needed a wake-up call, and it’s
hoped that this strike will spark
some change.
“I don’t know if it could’ve
waited or not,” said Renata Worrell, parent of Jaquan Kilgore.
“The school system has been
becoming subpar for a while now.
How can you fix a problem that
has been building up for a while
now? Maybe this is a start.”
Many parents took the teachers’ side with this strike, knowing
what they were up against and
that they were doing this for their
kids and what was best for the
coming years of CPS students.
“The unified school teachers
had to take a stance and do what
they felt was best for their futures
and themselves as teachers, while
also thinking about their family,”

said parent Adam Burns.
Some parents felt as though
the strike was right on time and
probably should’ve been done
years ago.

“The only way a union can
make progress is to be, one, unified,
and two, take a stance upon what
they believe in,” Burns said, “and
there is no time to wait for that.”

Expect some immediate changes
if the teachers union contract
is ratified this week

MIXED FEELINGS
continued from page 2

“I think in the immediate, the
kids enjoyed the time off because
everybody loves a break from
school,” she said, “but in the long
run, they will feel the effect.”
Several students, however,
weren’t excited when first hearing
that the teachers union was about
to go on strike, later realizing
that maybe it wasn’t as good as it
sounded.
“At first, I was a bit excited
about the strike because I knew
we would be out of school, and I
needed a little break,” said senior
Joya-Nicole Conyers. “But then,
again, I knew it would interfere

with the college process for
me, like getting transcripts and
teacher recommendations. It was
just a very bittersweet situation.”
Conyers wasn’t the only student who felt this way.
“At first, I was happy because
I wanted a break from school,”
said senior and soccer player
Maurice Stevenson, “but [I realized] that it was a bad idea, as far
as education goes.”
Though some students were
concerned with how long the
strike would last, others didn’t
seem to mind at all.
“I was nothing but happy,”

said varsity baseball player
Charkael Eggleston, a senior. “I
wanted my summer back, and this
gave me a chance of rest that I
needed.”
Though many teachers and
supporters now say that the union
had to strike to get a contract that
they believe is fair, some teachers
didn’t want it to go that far.
“No one wanted the strike
to happen,” said Smith-Rayfield.
“No one wanted to walk out on
their job. Everyone hoped for
a compromise on both sides in
a timely fashion. The strike was
unfortunate.”

Changes on the way, if contract approved
By Kiana Sutton
and Senitra Talley

A

ll over Chicago, union
teachers went on strike
against the Board of Education on
Monday, September 10, due to a
lack of progress in contract talks
over longer school days, testing,
teacher evaluation, and pay
raises. Although Chicago schools
are back in session, the strike
is merely suspended and many
predictions have been made
about the near future.
“Since the strike is not quite
over, I think the teachers will get
some of what they want,” Venus
Johnson, a CPS parent said about
the teachers union continuing negotiations with the school board.
If the tentative agreement
was not approved by the voting
members of the Chicago Teachers
Union (CTU) during yesterday’s
balloting (Tuesday, October 2),
the strike could begin again.
Students’ biggest fear is staying in school till July or having an
intersession taking away--if the
strike were to continue again.
“I think we’re going to go on
strike again, and then we’re going
to have to make up those days in
the summer,” Colby Johnson, a
freshmen said.

Lost days must be made up
Regardless of yesterday’s
vote, there are seven days that
must be made up. The school
board decided to add those days
by taking away five days from
the fall vacation (Oct. 15-19), the
Presidents’ Day holiday, and add

one day to the end of the year
in June. Now the last day for
students will be Tuesday, June 18
for students, and Thursday, June
20 for teachers.
It was widely rumored that
CPS wanted all schools--Track E
and Track R--to end their school
year at the same time, and that
eliminating random intersession
days wouldn’t work since Track
R doesn’t have a fall intersession
and only has two weeks for the
winter holiday.
Apparently that wasn’t the
case since the unexpected happened.

Strike over?
Although the CTU balloting for approval of the tentative
contract is complete, and votes
are currently being tallied, some
feel a sense of closure.
In fact, Kelly Crabs, a second grade teacher at Hamline
Elementary believes the strike is
over.
“We’ve [gone on] strike
already and got a little something
out of it,” Crabs said. “I just think
change will come slowly and
whatever happens next should
be a good outcome because
we have a pretty good support
system.”
One particular outcome
Crabs is happy about is that she
hopes teachers’ needs will not be
ignored.
“We’re being taken seriously,” she said.
CTU president Karen
Lewis spoke on the membership’s behalf at one of the last

press conferences, announcing
that although the contract isn’t
perfect, it was time to return to
the classroom.
“We said we couldn’t solve
all the problems and it was time
to suspend the strike,” Lewis said.

Some contract changes
will be felt immediately
Among major issues, the
teachers were negotiating over
includes the length of the longer
school day, objecting to their
evaluations being tied to performance and fretting about potential job losses.
However, there are parts of
the tentative contract that both
teachers and students will be impacted by as soon as this year.
Each high school day will
consist of eight fifty-minute
periods, instead of the current
51-minute long periods.
Advisory (and Early Release
Wednesdays) will likely be eliminated immediately. Teachers may
complete and vote on a waiver
to include up to 30 minutes per
week for an advisory (in addition
to the regular school day), but
they would have to be paid for
the extra time.
No classes will be held on
grade pick-up days in the fall and
spring. Previously, CPS wanted
these to be half-days for students,
with the rest of the day being for
parent visitation.
There will be six half-days
through the year to accommodate Staff Development Days for
teachers.

Some changes students may see if and when
the Chicago Teachers Union contract is
agreed upon and ratified include:

• Each high school day will consist of eight
fifty-minute periods. Currently, school days
are 51-minutes long, with the exception of
Wednesdays (Early Release with Advisory).
School days will be slightly shorter due to a
435 minute school day for high schools: (8)
fifty-minute classes and 35 minutes for passing periods. It appears that the school day
will end at 3:00 p.m.
• Advisory (and Early Release Wednesdays) will
likely be eliminated immediately. Teachers may
complete and vote on a waiver to include up to
30 minutes per week for an advisory (in addition to the regular school day), but they
would have to be paid for the extra time.
• No classes will be held on grade pick-up days
in the fall and spring. Previously, CPS wanted
these to be half-days for students, with the
rest of the day being for parent visitation.
• There will be six half-days through the year to
accommodate Staff Development Days for teachers.

STARTING IN 2013-2014

• A new school year calendar will begin for
all CPS schools; no more Track E or Track R.
This calendar is expected to be announced over
the next couple of weeks.
• Schools will be closed to observe October’s
Columbus Day holiday, but February’s Presidents Day will be an attendance day.
• Students will get their textbooks on the
first day of school, rather than weeks later.

DRAMA CLUB RETURNS
continued from page 3

about the upcoming year and
can’t wait until the club gets up,
but she has concerns on where
they would actually host the
show.
“Last year, was my first
year in the Drama Club, and I
absolutely loved it,” Watkins
said. “It felt so great to be able
to interact with people with the
same interest as me.
“Since we didn’t have a
show last year, it makes me even
more eager to show the school
what the Drama Club has to
offer, after much preparation.

[But] I am a little concerned as
to where we would actually host
our expo since the auditorium is
in such huge disarray.”
Some feared that the
auditorium wouldn’t be done in
time for the play, but that was
all cleared up by chief engineer
Michael Cox as he announced
the estimated month of the auditorium to be finished.
“After the Christmas break
the auditorium will be done, so
January is probably the date
but definitely before March,”
Cox said.
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Administrators, teachers glad to be back, but issues remain
By Maggie West
and Maya James

A

fter a long and difficult
seven days of no
school due to the teachers strike,
Chicago Public School (CPS)
teachers and administrators are
more than ready to head back
to the business of educating
students.
“Both teachers and students
are just excited to be back at
school,” assistant principal Remy
Washington said. “I was walking
the building before first period
[this past] Monday, and students
and teachers were both happy to
be back to school, although there
were a few who wished it would
have lasted a little while longer.”
Although the strike is over,
the Chicago Teachers Union
(CTU) has only suspended the
strike, awaiting the results of a
vote on ratifying the tentative
contract, held yesterday. However
if the teachers aren’t able to get
exactly what they need there is
a possibility of teachers going
back on strike; but Washington is
optimistic.
“I think that the implementation of the contract is going to set
a new standard,” said Washington. “Academics have had
a major change because of the
longer school day. The quality of
instruction and teacher evaluation

Social sciences teacher Katrina Richard speaks at a Chicago
Teachers Union (CTU) protest rally outside of Dyett High
School, on September 12, the third day of the strike. Dyett,
where Richard taught for five years before coming to MP, is
one of many slated to be closed by the board due to “poor
performance.” (Source: YouTube)
has been enhanced.”
But the specter of the strike
resuming is something to consider, she added.
“My biggest concern [if
teachers were to go back on
strike] would be what the morale
would be, not only only teachers,
but students as well,” the administrator said.
Many have been puzzled to

what exactly the strike was about.
“Money was a part of it, but
not only money, student conditions in schools [was an issue],”
Morgan Park teacher Katrina Richard said. “There is no reason that
there is money that isn’t being allocated for books, resources, and
air conditioning. Every teacher
wants to be a better teacher;
however, you have to judge a

teacher’s practice fairly, not based
on things that we can’t control,”
in reference to the new evaluation
process.
Throughout the duration
of the strike, teachers have said
they’ve been suffering, not only
with their paychecks, but how
they feel perceived by the Board
of Education.
“[The strike] allowed me to
really see what was going on
with the educational system-it’s broken,” she said. “I didn’t
realize how broken it really is
until the strike. To be able to see
how many teachers are dealing
with the same lack of resources
in schools across the city versus
Morgan Park; it’s a city-wide problem that needs to be resolved.”
Many rallies were held during
the duration of the strike, one
of which was outside Dyett High
School where Richard taught for
five years before coming to MP.
It was there that she was able to
speak to a crowd of thousands of
CTU members and supporters.
“I was very nervous,” she
said. “I was able to get out what
I was really feeling, not only as
a teacher, but as taxpayer in
Chicago, as a former student in a
Chicago Public School [Morgan

IB
buzz
By Ravyn Hickerson
As the first two months
come to a close, the IB Diploma Program is intensifying for the IB seniors.
With the final drafts of
the Extended Essay due,
we now begin working on
other papers, as well as the
Internal Assessments that IB
requires of us.
If that isn’t enough, we
have college applications to
fill out as well.
But there have been
some great advantages to
being in IB. For instance, we
are more knowledgeable of
national and international
governments; we are learning to become bilingual;
and most importantly, we
are able to compete with
seniors internationally.
But enough about

Please turn to page 7 for

Please turn to page 7 for

MP TEACHER
SPEAKS AT RALLY

IB BUZZ

Third floor elevator needed, despite inconvenience
By Emma Bradley
and Jasmine Bennett

S

tudents and faculty have
been curious about
the reasoning behind the new
elevator, smack in the middle of
the “T,” particularly since it has
reduced the already congested
hallway intersection by half.
“That's how the architect [had
drawn] it,” said Nick Jeff, project
engineer, about the decision to
put the small elevator shaft in the
second and third floor “T.”
Many people have been curious as to whether there was another place the engineers could
have located the elevator.
“No,” said Jeff, "that's where
the other lift was,” referring to
the wall-mounted lift on the third
floor, which actually folded out of
the way onto the west wall of the
stairway.
Some feel that a second
elevator isn’t needed, since there
is already one that serves all three
floors in the south “new” building. However, being that the third
floor of the south building and
the third floor of the north “old”
building don’t line up because
of the varying ceiling heights, a
short set of stairs was required.
These steps would be a significant obstacle to someone who
is physically disabled, and that is
against federal law.
Thus a lift, or elevator, is
required, due to the Americans
With Disabilities Act (ADA), a
wide-ranging civil rights law that
prohibits, under certain circumstances, discrimination based on
disability, including physical access in public spaces, like schools.
So if a person is on the third
floor of the new building, and

Students (left) slide through
the cramped “T” on the
second floor, due to the new
mechanical room that serves
the elevator that only serves
the split-level third floor.
Above: The elevator is only
needed so that the physically
disabled can avoid the third
floor stairs between the new
and old building.
needed to get to a classroom in
the third floor old building, the
elevator had to be installed right
where it now stands.
And, no, the elevator does
not even serve the second floor;
that small room in the T is simply
for electronics and mechanical
equipment for the unit. So, essentially, it’s an elevator that only
moves about seven feet.
Some additional features
would have made it more of a
convenience, though.
“I would have brought it to
the first floor,” said Michael Cox,
the school’s chief engineer said.
“It makes more sense.”
Although it appears that having the elevator shaft start on the
first floor would be reasonable,
the only reason the unit was built
was because of the ADA obstacle

of the third floor stairs; thus, funding was limited to just that.
Other than the placement of
the elevator people were curious about how it could or would
benefit students and faculty.
“It will help you,” Jeff said.
“It's safer than the old one; it's
more efficient.”
Cox agreed that it is an improvement.
“It'll be so much easier
for kids who are hurt,” he said,
adding this one is better, and “it
serves its purpose.”
Some students see the elevator as having more of a negative
impact than a positive one.
"[The elevator is] a big waste
of space,” Academic Center
senior Bria Wells said. “Those
were already the most crowded
hallways and now it totally is.

The 'T' is now the 'L'. I think they
could've picked a different spot
for it.”
Other students understand
the need, though.
“They take up space in the
hallway, but it is good that they
have more elevators for people
that need them,” said sophomore
Bobbi McSwine.
Some students just see the
elevator as a start to future arguments.
“The elevator might cause
fights because [the space] is so
small, and people already push
each other to get to class,” junior
Ashley Hyde said. “Imagine a
whole bunch of people in that
little space; someone's going to
swing.”
The elevator will also be used
to help with other things that are

school related, making it especially easy to move things between
the two buildings.
“[Workers and custodians]
can roll things right on,” and it's
less work, said Cox.
Despite the new elevator
having perhaps the shortest distance to travel of any in the world,
it was still expensive, although
the project engineer was unable
to give a specific total cost. The
old lift that was there had to be
removed, then walls around the
elevator had to be put up, and
all of the components included
in the process of putting in the
elevator had to be put in, and
then checked to see is the elevator worked correctly.
“It was pricey,” said Jeff,
“[and] very complicated. Stuff had
to be relocated.”
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Students, staff seek closure after strike
By Dominique Meaux
and Harlie Bivens

C

hicago Teachers Union
(CTU) recently had a
seven-day strike that has affected
many people, but the real question
is, Is it all over? Both teachers and
students have varying personal
opinion on how they feel about the
strike and how they would feel if it
happens again.
Language teacher Ian
Randolph, CTU’s representative

IB BUZZ

continued from page 6

the seniors! The IB juniors
are just starting off in the
program and they already
appear to be thriving.
The juniors are on their
way to possessing great
diversity in their cognitions,
with some choosing the
newly offered IB Psychology
course.
Good luck to you all on
your journey.

for Morgan Park, expressed his
beliefs on whether the strike will
resume after yesterday’s vote on
the tentative contract.
“I think the strike would
probably be over,” Randolph
said. “I think people have had
enough of striking.”
Although he assumes the
strike is likely over, he added how
he would feel if it isn’t.
“If we have to fight more,
then we’ll just have to fight
more,” the union delegate said,
“but I’d rather the people talk
in a meeting then to go back on
strike.”
Randolph showed his sympathy for the students, speaking on

who he believes is affected the
most by this strike.
“The students and the teachers both suffered because the
teachers weren’t teaching, and
the students weren’t learning
anything,” the union rep said.
Although the work stoppage disrupted the school year, it
was still important, according to
Randolph.
“The strike was worth it,”
he said. “I think we had to stand
up for ourselves and demand
respect.”
French teacher and union
member Juliet Ezugworie, is also
concerned for the welfare of
Chicago children if the strike were

to resume.
“The students are missing
out [on their education], every
day in Chicago a child is dying
[due to street violence],” she said.
“Also, the children aren’t learning
anything; if the strike still goes on,
that means the city officials are
not looking out for the teachers.”
Certainly, the impact of the
strike has been widely felt.
“Everybody has suffered from
the strike, including the students,
teachers, and the parents,” Ezugworie said. “Parents are looking

Please turn to page 10 for

SEEKING
CLOSURE

MP TEACHER SPEAKS AT RALLY
continued from page 6

Park], and then coming back
as a teacher.
“I was able to say, ‘Look,
[the mayor and the board] are
calling this [strike] unnecessary,
but you aren’t seeing what
they are doing behind the

scenes, and all the places in history where people have stood up
and said, ‘No this is unnecessary,’
[just like] the civil rights movement was said to be unnecessary.
I was glad that I was able to say
that.”

Dyett is one of many
schools the school board is
planning to “phase out” and
close, with perhaps more than
100 CPS schools closing or
becoming charter schools over
the next couple of years.
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Senior
Board
elections
today
By Ryanne Miller
and Kierra Rogers

T

he Senior Board
will finally start with
their first event of the year
on September 26 with the
election and application
process of board candidates.
The 18 candidates’ campaigns have been held for the
last two weeks, and now the
election speeches will be held
today, on October 3, during
an extended advisory period
in the lunchroom while other
students are testing.
After the board candidates are elected today,

Please turn to page 10 for

SENIOR
ELECTIONS

TEACHERS STRIKE SUSPENDED, DEPENDS ON VOTE
continued from page 1

the three-year contract include a
salary increase, sick day changes,
implementation of a new evaluation system, recall and layoff
rules, and a new “wellness”
program.
“CTU members should vote
the way they think is best,” Randolph said.
CPS and Mayor Rahm Emanuel both believe the contract is
the best that could be offered.
“This tentative framework is
an honest and principled compromise that is about who we
all work for: our students,” the
mayor said in a statement issued
last month.
Many teachers, on the other
hand, aren’t as satisfied, and may
show that in yesterday’s balloting,
according to one delegate.
“Most people will vote no,”
teacher and CTU associate delegate Gerald Winston.
If that does become the case,
and teachers don’t ratify the tentative contract, it doesn’t necessarily
mean that the strike will immediately resume. The House of Delegates would have to meet and
vote to end to suspend the strike,
and then set a date to stop work.
But even that scenario may
be unlikely, according to Winston.
“[Striking again] would be a
political nightmare,” the associate
said, adding that “public opinion”
is a serious consideration right
now, and there is concern that
there would be a backlash against
teachers if they would close down
schools again.
However, a series of controversial television ads by the
mayor touting victories made
in the contract and expressions
of support for charter schools,
followed by the board’s surprising decision to eliminate a week
of Track E’s fall intersession and
two days of Track R’s Christmas
vacation--plus the elimination of
the Presidents’ Day holiday in
February, appears to have given
more teachers a reason to distrust
the board’s current offer.

Last Friday’s decision by the
board to reduce the fall vacation
to make up five of the strike days,
which most discovered through
news reports rather than directly
from CPS, led some to question
the move. However, Randolph
says the board can do it.
“I think [teachers] wish they’d
have the two weeks off in October, and maybe eliminate the first
week [of the three] off we have in
December,” the delegate said,
“but the board has the right to
set the calendar.”

Looking back
on the strike

CTU members, including Morgan Park teachers, walk a picket
line outside the school, along 111th Street. Union members were
expected to vote Tuesday on ratifying the tentative contract which
included many changes (inset).

The Chicago Teachers Union
(CTU) delegates met on Tuesday, September 18, deciding to
suspend a strike that closed the
nation's third-largest school district for more than a week, even
prompting Mayor Rahm Emanuel
to seek a court order to stop it.
Some 800 union delegates
representing the 29,000 teachers and support staff in Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) met on the
preceding Sunday, but continued
the strike for two additional days
so members could review details
of a proposed new contract negotiated with the school board.
The meeting on Tuesday was
the second attempt by the union
membership to try to get approval from delegates for the compromise deal, which was approved
by a simple majority to suspend
the strike.
However, little can be said
about what actually occurred at
the important gathering, according to CTU delegate and Spanish
teacher Ian Randolph.
“I cannot talk about it in
detail because it was a closed door
meeting with House of Delegates
and union officers,” he said. “The
purpose of the discussion was to
suspend the strike for September 19.

“Officers spoke on the
progress of the contract. A voice
vote was overwhelming with ayes
[indicating agreement].
A contract vote was scheduled for CTU members yesterday,
Tuesday, October 2, (after the
newspaper went to press) to
determine whether the contract
would be accepted, officially ending the strike, or not accepting it,
leaving the door open to resume
the strike.

By Julian Tripp
and Caroline Uwajeh

Strike after 25 years
of labor peace
The union walked out on
September 10 for the first time in
25 years to protest the mayor's
and the board’s demand for
sweeping education reforms
aimed at improving Chicago's
struggling inner city schools.
Some 350,000 public school
students were out of school for
a seventh day on Tuesday in the
largest U.S. labor dispute in a
year.
The strike focused attention
on how to improve failing schools.
Emanuel, backed by a powerful reform movement, believes
poorly performing schools should
be closed and reopened with new

staff and principals, or converted
to "charter" schools which often
are non-union and run by private
groups or philanthropists. Television commercials, featuring the
mayor’s position, continue even
today to persuade the public.
Teachers, however, generally say they want more resources
put into neighborhood public
schools to help them succeed.
Chicago teachers say many of
their students in poor and crimeridden areas and this affects their
learning.
“During the first week of
the strike, most parents of public
school students and Chicago
voters supported the union, according to opinion polls,” said
Sharicus Horne, parent of senior
Julian Tripp.
She went on to say that the
mayor appears to be merely attacking teachers.
"I think the mayor is just plain
wrong and at fault for the current
strike," Horne said. "I think he
set out to demonize the teachers,
imply they were overpaid and
under-performing.”
The contract that union
delegates have now considered
includes a compromise on the
board’s key demand for teacher

evaluations based on the results
of their students on standardized
tests of reading, math and science progress. Test results will be
taken into consideration, but not
as much as originally wanted.
The deal calls for an average
17.6 percent raise for teachers
over four years and some benefit
improvements. Chicago teachers make an average of about
$76,000 annually, according to
the school district.
There are also various
changes to the school day, some
that impact students directly.
For high schools, the school day
is expected to be a bit shorter,
since class periods will now be no
longer than 50-minutes.
Also, advisory, held at MP
on Wednesdays, will likely be
scrapped, since each school day
must consist of eight 50-minute
periods.
The strike lasted for seven
days, before union leaders and
delegates voted to suspend
it, allowing 10 days for union
members to consider the tentative contract offering. They
voted yesterday to see if it will
be accepted. The results should
be announced either today or
tomorrow.
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Enter these haunted houses if
Students recall
Halloween memories M
By Terri Mathus
and Kelly Cook

By Terri Mathus
and Kelly Cook

G

hosts, witches and
creatures are all about; the
thrill of the tricks or treats brings
forth excitement all night. Is
Halloween a time for celebration
or simply a superstitions tale, or
perhaps just a day to load up on
tons of candy?
“My best Halloween candy
experience was when a lady liked
my costume so much she gave
me a gigantic chocolate bar, a
two-liter pop, chips, and money,”
senior Denesha Branch said. “I
was so excited that every year I
made sure I made a visit to that
house before the night was over.”
Even in high school students
still celebrate Halloween sharing
the experience with others.
“This year for Halloween I
will be taking my one year old
nephew out trick or treating for
the first time,” Branch said.
Some are just getting too old
for the October holiday.
“I will not be celebrating this
year because I would have to work,”
senior Breanna Petty said, “and
each year Halloween gets boring
and less people put out candy.”
Not everyone agrees that
there is a decline in candy distribution, but just the opposite.
“My best candy experience
was when I went trick or treating
and the lady gave me a 12-pack
of Reeses,” Jaleel Hampton, a
junior, said. “I felt lucky, and then,
like two more houses down, I got
a king-size Snickers.”
The older one gets, the less
traditional Halloween seems to
become.
“For Halloween this year, I
might be either going to a party
or to Six Flags,” said Hampton,
referring to the theme park’s
“Fright Fest.”
Sometimes things are not
what they seem.
“My best experience was when
I lived in California, and I went trick
or treating,” senior Brienna Taylor
said. “One of my neighbors had her
light off, so we assumed she wasn’t
celebrating and didn’t have candy.
On our way home, we decided to
stop by, [and] she had a big bucket
of candy, and said we were the only
trick or treaters to come by, so she
gave us everything.”
Even in high school, people
feel that they’re not too old to still

go trick or treating.
“This Halloween, I want to
go trick or treating, I mean I could
pull it off with my short self,”
Taylor said. “I might just get a
costume and go with my mom
to take my little brother trick or
treating then eat his candy.”
Sometimes it’s about the
candy not the quantity.
“I think my best candy experience was having all different
kinds of candy to eat on Halloween,” senior Kyle Davis said, “and
just trying all the different flavors
of candy from the best of the best
to the worst.”
For the thrill seekers, haunted
houses are popular.
“This Halloween, I think I’ll
be going to the haunted house
down in Statesville,” said Davis.
As time passes, people can
eventually find themselves on the
other side of the doorbell Halloween night.
“My best candy experience
when I was about 8-years-old,”
senior Dominque Gary said. “I
was dressed up as a witch; I had
the hat broom and everything.
“The bad part was I was
missing my two front teeth, but it
was so much fun; the people gave
away everything, juices, chips,
water bottles, money, and candy.
It really pays off when you smile
when you say trick or treat.
“I loved that year of Halloween. This year, I will either
be passing out candy or taking
someone’s child trick or treating.”
No matter how you celebrate
or don’t, Halloween brings about
great stories.
“My best candy experience
during Halloween was when I
snuck out the house and went trick
or treating with my friends,” Traevon Robinson, a senior, said. “I
came back with a big bag of candy
and my mom took it and threw it
away because I wasn't supposed
to go trick or treating in the beginning. I don't really celebrate Halloween anymore, but I will take my
little sisters to a couple of houses
to get some candy this year.”
Halloween and the tradition
of apples go hand-in-hand.
“My worst candy experience
was getting a rotten taffy apple,”
Shaquira Williams, a sophomore,
said. “I had bit into the apple and
it was all brown and my feelings
were really hurt because I love
taffy apples.”

any people get a thrill
out of being scared,
especially on Halloween. Instead
of going trick or treating, people
often visit “haunted houses” to
be entertained by scary things
happening around them.
There are many to choose from
in the Chicago area, but here is a
list of the top haunted houses that
will surely scare your pants off.
1.

n
Haunted MansdioAs
ylum 13
an

Located 730 N. Bolingbrook Dr.,
Bolingbrook, Illinois. The Haunted
Mansion and Asylum 13, features
over 60 highly trained horror experts and actors and over 25,000
square feet of haunted bliss. Inside
HMA13, you are never alone... no
dummies, no over baring electronic monsters...just living, breathing
terror. They guarantee the scare of
a lifetime. The contact number is
630-989-1355. General admission
tickets are $20 (two attractions)

and Speedpass (Jump the line) for
$35. They can be contacted for
group rates. Their hours of operation are Sunday-Thursday from
6:30 to 10:30 p.m. and Friday- Saturday from 6:30- 11:30 p.m. from
October 5 through November 3rd.
This haunted attraction is rated
PG-13.

aunted Prison

2. Statesville H
Located 17250 S Weber Road in
Crest Hill, Illinois. This haunted
house features a four story prison
where you have to make your way
through the City of the Dead.
In the dark, you will encounter
over 200 of the most dangerous
monsters ever imprisoned. If you
don't get out in time, you become
a eternal resident of the jail. The
contact number is 877-SCARED2.
General admission tickets are $30.
VIP tickets are $40 which allows
you to jump the line. The hours of
operation are Thursday and Sunday
7:00-10:00 p.m. and Friday- Saturday from 7:00-10:00 p.m. from
October 4 to November 3.

t of the Dead

3. Basemen
Located at 42 W. New York St.,
Aurora, Illinois. Before you enter
the basement, the show starts in
the line with different creatures
crawling from the floor to the roofs.
The tour through the house is
everything that it should be filled
with: startles, shocks, darkness, and
things that go bump in the night.
In 2012, expect more shadow
games, fright, and fear! They can
be reached at 630-896-2466. The
hours of operation are ThursdaySunday (Sunday and Thursday
7:00-10:00 p.m.) (Friday and
Saturday 7:00-11:00 p.m.) through
October. General admission tickets
are $18 and speed pass tickets
are $25. ($3 off general admission
tickets with online coupon).

Haunted House

4. Massacre
Massacre Haunted House located
at 3440 Odyssey Court Naperville,
Illinois(Inside Odyssey Fun World).
. Both haunted houses offer over

Scary movie fans talk about th
By Sydney Cox and Jarrell Brazil

I

t’s that time of year again: The days are getting
shorter, the leaves are turning brown, and there’s
a chill in the air. Here’s a good way to unwind after a
long day of raking leaves: watch a classic scary movie.
Almost everyone loves to watch horror movies
to scare themselves, to feel some excitement and to
be thrilled. From the movies you watch since you
were young up to the local films you see today, horror movies are part of the movie industry and it will
always be one of the undying genres of film.
Comparing those horror movies we watched
when we were younger, it seems like those are a
scarier than those which were produced recently. But,
the modern filmmakers won’t just let that happen.
Ten to fifteen years ago, horror movies seemed
to be scarier, more original and realistic.
“I’ve seen the originals to many of the remade horror
films, most of them are movies that seem to force your
imagination to go into overdrive,” senior Wayne Wheat
said. “That is what truly makes them scary; that and the
fact that they are based off of real life encounters.”
Topping out at No. 1 for the old school column,
“The Exorcist” premiered in December of 1973. The
movie's premise is about a little girl possessed by a
demon. But what director William Friedkin does with it,
aside from prove that he has a seriously strong constitution for this sort of stuff, is treat the extraordinary of it
all as if it were really happening next door to us.
“I saw it with my best friend and her family,
because her mom made me watch it; I couldn’t go
to sleep after watching it,” sophomore horror movie
fanatic Dana Scott said. “I’d rather watch the ‘Woman in

A recent National Confectioners Association poll suggests
that nearly one-in-five adults say that a Halloween celebration
without candy would be the spookiest thing of all this October!
Savoring the classics, chocolate treats and traditional
sweets will dominate trick-or-treaters’ selections.
Joining chocolate in the top five treats to be found in trickor-treaters’ loot this year, adults say they plan to also give:

Black’ seven times straight than to ever watch it again.”
The top flick in the new school column is “Black
Swan” which premiered in 2010. It’s psychological
thriller set in the world of New York City ballet, starring
Natalie Portman (Nina), a featured dancer who finds
herself locked in a
web of competitive intrigue with
a new rival at the
company.
5. Alien (1979):
Swan takes a
Not a good idea
terrifying journey through the
to look into a
psyche of a young
pulsating egg on
ballerina whose
an alien planet.
starring role as the
double-crossing
swan queen, turns
out to be a part
for which she be1. The Thing (1982)
comes frighten2. Ju-on (2000)
ingly perfect.
“Black
3. Rec (2007)
Swan was more
4. The Ring (2002)
suspenseful
6.
Invasion of the Body
than scary;
Sn
atchers (1978)
in the end, it
made you feel
bad for Nina,” horror movie fan Micah Carey
said. “Most of the movie was suspenseful, even
while the main character sat at home and thought
about her career.”
No. 2 on the old school list is “Psycho,” which
premiered in 1960. “Psycho” is the story of crazy old

Nor

arriv
to a
claim
the

The Top 10 scariest movies

Hard candy and lollipops (30 percent)

Chocolate treats (52 percent)
Chewy or gummi candy (19 percent)

7. Da
(1978
8. Ev
9. Ha
10. A

lawy
wife
ago
job,
exam
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spirit quiz

you dare
15,000+ square feet of sheer
nightmares for your enjoyment.
Inside includes over 250 arcade
games that can be played. Focusing on fear and fright, this haunted
house has over 35 rooms of pure
terror waiting to scare and delight.
They can be contacted at 708-320FEAR. Ticket prices are $20.00 for
the massacre, $23 for Massacre/
Fear Factory, and $35 for VIP both
Haunted houses. The hours of
operation are 7-11 p.m. Thursdays
and Sundays and 7 p.m. to 12 a.m.
Fridays, Saturdays, and Halloween

riment

5. Asylum Xpe
Located at 1033 N Villa Villa Park, Illinois. This haunted house offers over
30,000 scare feet or terror and over
a 1/2 hour once inside the doors.
It starts with a pitch black maze
and ends with the main attraction.
Experience new effects, animations,
and vignettes like The 40 foot Tunnel
of Terror, a tilting, rocking, 35 Gothic
Chamber, the Apocalyptic Bar/Diner
Scene, a multi-level graveyard along
with never before seen jumping,

pounding, quaking effects. They can
be contacted at 630-941-9292. The
general admission tickets are $25
and VIP tickets for $40. The hours of
operation are Thursdays and Sundays 7:00-10:30 p.m. and Friday and
Saturdays 7 p.m.-12 a.m.

NTED HOUSE

6. ABYSS HAU
Located at 7502 Hansel, Channahon,
Illinois. ABYSS features four haunts,
three floors, and 20,000 square feet
of terror. It features an “unspeakable
portal to horror so deep and black,
it is known only as Abyss.” Going
through the attraction, you come
to some hidden exit rooms, great
scares, and overall great timing by all
the actors. They can be contacted at
815-482-8646. The ticket prices are
$25 per victim, $20 group rate (10+),
$45 season pass. The dates and times
of operation are October 5-7, 12-14,
18-21, 25-28, 31. 7-11 PM Fri & Sat,
7-10 p.m. Sunday and Thursday.

house

7. Amenti Haunted
Located at 135 N. 2nd Street in
DeKalb, Illinois. Terror after terror

await those who dare to enter. But
be careful, Amenti,the ghost, jealously guards her gates and assures
that no one escapes. Over 20 different rooms on six different levels!
They can be reached at 1-815758-1215. The general admission
tickets are $10, $15 VIP tickets in
advance, and $20 VIP tickets at
the door. Group rates are available
online. The operation hours are
October 24-26 and October 29 to
November 1, 7-11 p.m.
8. 11th Hour
Located at 434 E. Devon Avenue
in Elk Grove, Illinois. They feature
four haunted houses (Eleventh Hour,
Creatures of the Corn, The catacombs, and Intensity). The highlights
are the corn maze, the courtyard
graveyard, and the band, Intensity.
They enjoy their guests getting lost
inside their gruesome houses. For
two attractions the price is $18, for
all four $23, and VIP pass for $36.
The hours of operation are Wednesdays, Thursdays, and Sundays 7-10
p.m. and Fridays and Saturdays 7-11
p.m. through October.

heir favorites for fear

rman Bates and his even crazier mother.
When a young woman on the run from the law
ves at the remote Bates Motel, she falls victim
a knife-wielding killer. Several more victims are
med before the killer is brought to justice and
true secret of the Bates family stands revealed.
“I seriously
felt bad for the
killer,” senior
Amber Fulford
said. “He basically became a
psychopath because of his abusive and insane
mother. I would
only recommend
the movie to true
gore fans. It’s not
exactly the scariest
of all movies,
awn of the Dead
but it was a good
8)
watch.”
vil Dead II (1987)
No. 2 on the
new school list is
alloween (1978)
“The Woman in
Audition (1999)
Black,” which pre(Source: A&E TV)
miered this year.
In London,
yer Arthur Kipps still grieves the death of his beloved
e Stella on the delivery of their son Joseph four years
o. His employer gives him a last chance to keep his
, and he is assigned to travel to a remote village to
mine some documentation that belonged to the

s of all-time

recently deceased Mrs. Drablow. It’s there that he discovers the
vengeful ghost of the woman terrorizing the community.
“I couldn’t watch the entire thing by myself; I actually
needed someone to watch the movie with me, and I love scary
movies,” senior Brandon Ringo said. “To actually compare this
to another movie, I’d say the movie would be ‘Poltergeist,’”
Next in the old school column is gore-fest “Texas Chainsaw Massacre,” which premiered in ’74. It was so violent that it
was banned in several countries at the time.
The film follows a group of friends who fall victim to a family of cannibals while on their way to visit an old homestead.
Although it was marketed as a true story, its plot is entirely
fictional; however the character of Leatherface and minor plot
details were inspired by the crimes of real-life murderer Ed Gein.
“I struggled to show no fear when I took my girlfriend to
see this movie,” Wheat said.
However summer alien movie “Prometheus” was absolutely nothing to Texas Chainsaw Massacre.
Director Ridley Scott produced the hair-raising sci-fi horror flick
“Alien” in 1979, some felt this prequel didn’t live up to the hype.
“The team of scientists becomes stranded on an alien
world, and as they struggle to survive it becomes clear that the
horrors they experience are not just a threat to themselves, but
to all of mankind,” senior Kaleb Payton said. “It was a good
watch for sci-fi horror, but the ending really grinded my gears.”
“Dawn of the Dead,” which premiered in 1978, ranked
No. 5 out of 10 for the most frightening flick, after asking some
MP movie goers.
In this first sequel of “Night of the Living Dead,” (1968)
four people take up residence in a deserted mall while trying
to stay alive amid the armies of the dead and a vicious gang of
militant bikers.
“‘Dawn of the Dead’ takes the cake,” Payton said.
Some say, that based on this selection of movies, classic
scary movies are the most chilling
to see.
“I guess the only negative
thing I could say about scary movies
back then is that they were based
off of creativity and some imagination,” movie fan Khalil Brakes said.
“Today you can actually watch
the news and see a lot of unusual
murders and insane kidnappings.
Caramel treats (14 percent)
Old school horror is definitely better
than the new school.”

Are you a real Mustang?
A lot of times students are unaware of what goes on in their
very own school, much less do anything more than go to class. So
here a little quiz to test your true Mustang pride and how much
you know about MP. Rate yourself on the following point scale
according to if and how many times you get a question wrong or
right.

Homecoming participation points

(yes = 2 pts., no = 0 pts.)

Do you...
1. ____ Know the theme of this year’s homecoming dance?
2. ____ Plan on participating in Spirit Week?
3. ____ Have a twin lined-up for Twin Day?
4. ____ Have plans on representing your class for
Class Color Day?
5. ____ Plan on wearing school colors for School Spirit Day?
6. ____ Plan on attending the pep rally on Thursday?
7. ____ Expect to go to the homecoming game on Thursday?
8. ____ Expect to go to the homecoming dance Friday night?

General school knowledge points

(yes = 2 pts., no = 0 pts.)

Do you...
9. ____ Know the school’s official colors?
10. ____ Know what EMPEHI actually stands for?
11. ____ Know the missing words in the first stanza of the
school song below?
		EMPEHI, EMPEHI we are _________,
		
EMPEHI, EMPEHI we are _________.
		
We will fight for your colors _________,
		
for the _________ and the white and for you!
12. ____ Know the school mascot?
13. ____ Know the name of the school newspaper
(without looking on the front page!)?
14. ____ Know the acting principal’s name?
15. ____ Know what year Morgan Park opened its doors?
16. ____ Know the name of the auditorium?
17. ____ Participate in any school sports or organizations
bringing victory or a sense of pride to the school name?
18. ____ Know why the huge Mustang sculpture outside near the
lunchroom is nicknamed “Leonardo”?

General school pride

(yes = 2 pts., no = 0 pts.)

Have you...
19. ____ Attended a sports event other than a
varsity football game?
20. ____ Joined at least one school club?
21. ____ Attended an after-school play, talent show or other
special event like College Night?
22. ____ Made a genuine effort to get to class on time
on a regular basis?

Answer the following honestly
(yes = 5 extra credit pts., no = 0 pts.)

Do you...
23. ____ Make a positive difference in your school?
24. ____ Proudly answer “Morgan Park” when people from other
schools ask where you attend?
25. ____ Feel a sense of anger or embarrassment when disruptive
fights break out or someone pulls a false alarm, which
helps the school get a negative reputation.

Now calculate your total score:

40 – 59 points: I Wanna Be A Mustang, Oooo, Ahhh!
Congratulations! You really show true school spirit and the school
should be proud to call you a true Mustang!
28 - 39 points: Honorable Mustang
You got quite a few wrong that you really should know. You probably should do some research on the school and get involved in
extra curricular activities to find out where you belong at MP.
17 – 27 points: Probationary Mustang
You must be a freshman who just arrived. Better luck next year.
0 – 16 points: I Don’t Know Why I’m Here
You have NO school spirit! You have no idea of what’s going on!
Maybe Julian or Simeon would be a better fit for you.
(For answers to many of the questions 1-22, see Page 15)
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Band gets new uniforms
By Ashley Evans

T

he Mustang Marching
Band has gotten new
uniforms this year because the
old uniforms were beyond repair.
The green-and-white uniforms were extremely old and
were basically falling apart.
“Torn pants, shrunken, and
beat jackets; most of the uniforms
did not fit,” drum major Yardayn
Watkins said. “The hats were too
small, torn, beaten up, and [parts
were] falling off.”
At last week’s Local School
Council meeting, Watkins
expressed appreciation for the
school’s support of the band, and
with members modeling the new
units, as well as showing an example of a tired, taped-together
hat.
It’s been many years since the
school band got new uniforms.
“They are about 19 to 20
years old,” band director Shemeka Nash said. “There are sizing
issues, as well. The students
today are larger than before
and the uniforms were for the
students many years ago [when]
they were much smaller, based on
the average teenager in the late
1980’s early 90’s. Now kids are
much taller and wider.”
The new uniforms have many
upgrades.
“We now have one piece
pants [called bibbers]; we got 100
new hats and plumes,” Watkins
said.
The complete uniform wasn’t
purchased, however, only half of
it was.
“We were not able to purchase the coats because they

SPORTS

College Week events
well underway
By Sydney Haney
and Davia Ball

T

Band members show off the newly purchased parts of their
Marching Band uniforms, including new hats with feathered
plumes and one-piece pants (called bibbers). (Photo by
Jeremiah Sanders)
were too expensive,” Nash said.
[However,] the pants were beyond
repair; the hems couldn’t be
hemmed anymore, and they were
falling to pieces.”
The overall cost for what was
purchased was approximately
$19,000.
“The school funding allowed
us to get these uniforms, and
[there was] help from band member parents,” Nash said.
The band also gets money
from donations and various fund
raisers, including car washes and
doughnut sales.
It was a very important
purchase, according to the drum
major.

“For one, the band can now
have pride in their uniforms when
we represent the school,” Watkins
said. “In addition to this, the
students will also be comfortable
while performing.”
The band deserves the new
uniforms because the group is
beneficial and not just an extracurricular activity.
“Everyone loves music,” Watkins said. “By joining the band,
students are learning more than
how to play an instrument, they
are learning how to be musicians. Being a musician helps with
critical thinking and developing
a child’s mind, being in the band
makes you a better person.”

he Counseling
Department is
encouraging interested
students to attend a beneficial,
academically-driven week of
activities through their annual
College Week events planned
for this week.
College Week is to follow
a schedule as planned, which
is the week of October 1-5,
with the all-important College
Night being held last night,
Tuesday, October 2.
It’s hoped that this is a
week where not only students,
but also staffers, participate.
“We encourage staff to
wear college gear and tell
their [college] stories [to students],” counselor Meghann
Dyer said.
College Week is to put
in place to further motivate
students who are interested in
college, inspire students who
hadn’t thought about college,
and find an alternative plan for
students who do not believe
college is for them.
“We’re hoping College
Week will impact

our seniors very strongly and
get a lot of their applications
done that week,” Dyer said.
College Week isn’t just
for seniors, though; juniors
are very much encouraged
to participate as well. Career
matches, military enlistment
and job forces applications are
also available for the students
who cannot afford or do not
desire college.
“We try and hit both the
major universities for students
who really have been academically successful,” counselor Dr.
Rita Williams said,” but then
we try and get the junior colleges [too].”
To continue to keep students motivated about college
week, the school was offering
a deal to help students by
providing five free transcripts
to seniors, but due to a new
transcript system, this offer is
no longer provided.
Sending transcripts have
gone completely electronic.

Please turn to page 11 for

COLLEGE WEEK

SENIOR ELECTIONS
continued from page 7

meetings will start with all the Senior Board members, and the new
sponsor is ready to get started
with making the senior’s last year
a successful one.
“When I was a senior at Morgan Park, we had the best senior
year that one could dream of,
and I want the seniors this year to
have that same memorable experience,” said Senior Board sponsor Katrina Richards. “Though
there will be some obstacles that
we will have to overcome, I would

love to bring back some of the
upperclassmen parties, because
that’s a great way to give the
underclassmen something to look
forward to and for the upperclassmen to celebrate them being
upperclassmen.”
The sponsor and senior body
are on the same page when it
comes to the same ideas. Though
academics come first, they want
to include fun things as much as
possible.
“While everything is about

SEEKING CLOSURE
continued from page 7

for someone to watch over
their children, students don’t
learn anything, and teachers
don’t get paid.”
The language teacher
also sees value in the strike.
“The strike was really
worth it because we made our
voices heard,” she said.
Students generally feel
that it’s unlikely that teachers
will walk the picket line again.
“I think the strike is over because the teachers and students
don’t have time for another
strike,” senior Ezekiel Morris
said. “I think a second strike
would be a waste of time.”
Morris thinks the senior
students are affected the most
by the strike.

“The seniors are suffering
from this strike because we are
applying for colleges, plus it’s
football season for the football
players,” he said, referring to
all CPS sports programs going
idle during the strike.
Some students also expressed their support of what
the teachers did.
“The strike was worth it
because the teachers have to
get what they worked for,”
senior Nicole Hoffman said.
But she also feels that students were hurt from the strike.
“The students are suffering
the most because we are missing the work,”she said. “We still
have to make up the days and
everything gets pushed back.”
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The senior body is anxious
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to see what’s in store for their last
senior Jyanita Barker. “I plan to
attend prom and increase the senior
year of high school. A majority of
join Senior Board as a representasupport group with more staff and
the seniors’ hopes and expectative from my division to incorpoparents to have more fund raisers.”
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More course variety should be offered at MP Advice for college-bound seniors
By Brittany Prince
lasses and activities
at any high school
are important to every teacher,
student, and parent, but most
people feel like more could be
done academically and creatively.

Academically, Morgan Park
offers a range of classes for students to choose for their schedules, including many Advanced
Placement courses, all of which
helped MP rank No. 10 out of
Chicago public schools (No. 46 in
Illinois) in the 2012 US News and

Although students are
offered honors and advanced
placement classes, course selections are pretty limited. There
are only two foreign languages
to choose from, and not much
diversity in the options for more
creatively-driven students. There

Here, many after-school activities are already offered. There
are varsity and frosh-soph levels
of football, swimming, volleyball,
plus other sports including water
polo, track, golf, and others.
Extra-curricular clubs include
drama, modern dance, yearbook,
anime, debate, and more.
There are 28 athletic teams
listed in the student handbook
and 28 non-sport related clubs/
groups.
Something that may benefit
the school community would be
maybe starting a new sorority or
paternity. If we could make the
school a better place for everyone, it could help the school
district get better funds for the
school. A better school can only
mean better things for the future.

World Report School Ranking.
The top nine Chicago schools
are (1) Northside College Prep, (2)
Walter Payton College Prep, (3)
Jones College Prep, (4) Whitney
Young College Prep, (5) Lincoln
Park High School, (6) Lane Technical High School, (7) Lindblom
Math and Science Academy, (8)
Gwendolyn Brooks College Prep,
and (9) Phoenix Military Academy.
Still, others would like to
see MP offer more, since Walter
Payton College Prep has classes
like AP Photography, Creative
Writing, and Advanced Weight
Training, and many more unique
courses like them.
“Home ec[onomics] and
maybe Chinese [language] would
be nice [here],” senior Danielle
Forbes said.

are only a few art classes, no
orchestra or graphic design
classes.
“I wish that different languages other than French and
Spanish were taught here,” said
senior Shari Gaston.
There are, however, some
career-starter programs at
Morgan Park that give students
the advantage to see career
options they might consider.
The Practical Nursing Program,
Gallery 37, and the firefighter
program are all there for students, but few take a chance
with them.
“A lot of the kids don’t take
advantage of the opportunities
they have there at the school,”
2011 graduate Brandy Prince
said.

C

COLLEGE WEEK
continued from page 10

Counselors have upgraded sending student transcripts over the
internet. A few states offer free
transcripts such as Illinois, Ohio,
and Missouri.
Students who want to send
physical transcripts outside of
these permitted states via the US
Postal Service have to pay a $2.55
fee and a $4.25 fee for First Class
transcripts.
In order to use the free
transcript service, students must
apply online to parchment.com,
a free service. With a Parchment
Page, users have access to helpful
apps that put their academic data
to work. You can order up your
transcript, store it, and send it to
a school--all electronically.
One particularly interesting
app is “See My Chances,” which
analyzes your transcript data and
checks it against the requirements
of various schools to determine the
possibility of successful acceptance.
Though there is not a final list
of participating schools at press
time for this newspaper, College
Night was expected to have close
to 100 schools represented. Colleges were on site ready to offer
instant acceptance to qualified
candidates.
“I’m excited for college
night,” said college-bound senior
Derricka Vassar. ”I’m ready to apply to the college I know I want to

Parchment.com is a helpful and free website that can help users
file and send transcripts electronically, plus identify potential
colleges and universities that might be a good fit.
attend [Clark Atlanta University]
and broaden my horizon to other
schools, as well.”
If you missed your opportunity to attend last night’s big event,
the rest of the week is still filled
with other chances to apply to the
school of your chose.
There will be HBCU Application Day, State and Chicago-area
Application Day, and Out-of-State
Application Day will also be offered during the week according
the counselors.

The date of College Week
and Night was not pushed back
due to the strike, it only made
the planning and publicity for the
week a bit difficult, according to
the counselors.
College Week has been a
productive week, and the pride
and encouragement among the
student body has the counselors
proud of a job well done.
“Not only is [College Week]
just informational, we want to
have fun,” Williams said.

By Alexandria Porter
and Morgan Williams

S

eniors, it’s finally that
time of the year to
begin applying for scholarships
and getting college
information together.
To start off on the right
foot, if necessary, sign up to
retake the ACT test to improve
your score. Most colleges, if
not every college, admits most
students based mostly on their
ACT score. Some colleges
require scores of 25 and above.
Your score should be what you
want colleges to see you as.
Keep an eye on the deadlines for entering college applications. Give yourself time to
fill out financial aid and make
your final decision on which
college you will attend in 2013.
“When filling out college
applications, sell yourself like
you’ve never sold yourself before,” said 2012 graduate Bobbie Woods, who now attends
Mizzou. “Make yourself sound
good on paper because that’s
all admissions has to look at.”
Scholarships are one of
the most important things to
look for. These can help you

out with the big payments for
college and more.
College is expensive; a
scholarship will benefit you in
every way possible. Use scholarship search engines to find any
scholarship that pertains to your
needs. Scholarships.com, zinch.
com, collegeprowler.com and
more websites will help you find
what you’re looking for.
“So far, I’ve applied for
many scholarships on fastweb.
com and it has helped me look
at colleges for what they are
and not for the cost of going to
college,” said IB senior Imani
Strong.
Start searching early to get
as many scholarships as possible. Not only will you have
to search for scholarships, but
you will have to find a college
that has your major of choice.
Whether it’s a HBCU, community college, public, private, or
trade school, finding an institution that matches your criteria
is very important.
“Now that I know what
school I want to go to, it helps
me because now I know what
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Many may be ill-prepared
for college demands
By Brienna Taylor
and Carla Gipson

S

eniors are already
finalizing their
college plans as deadlines for
applications approach, but
according to various studies,
many perform poorly and fail
to get a college degree.
According to a study by the
Consortium on Chicago School
Research At The University Of
Chicago (2006), “From High
School to the Future,” students
have high expectations about
life after high school.
“In 2005, fully 78 percent of twelfth-graders in the
Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
stated on a Consortium survey
that they hoped to complete
a bachelor’s degree or higher,
and an additional 14 percent
hoped to attain a two-year or
vocational degree,” authors of
the study state in the study.
But simply going to college isn’t enough, the study
points out. For many, it’s just a
wasted opportunity.
“Only 35 percent of CPS
graduates who enrolled full-time
in a four-year college in the year
after high school graduated with
a four-year degree within six
years,” the study indicates.
And that’s of those who actually graduate from CPS. If you
take into account every student,
even those who drop out, the
numbers are a lot worse.
“[The data] suggest that
only about 6 percent of CPS
students earn a four-year college degree by the time they
are in their mid-twenties,”
researchers state in the study.
In college, some students
fall behind, party too much, and

only study the bare minimum.
Others plan to have an allaround experience, and hope to
learn to manage work with play.
Senior Dominique Gray’s
top college is FAMU.
“It has a good bowling
team and it’s far from home,”
she said.
Gray earned a 24 on the
ACT.
“I felt okay about my score
for someone who did no studying
prior to the test,” Gray admitted.
She plans to major in business.
Gray wants to “take on
ownership and say something
is [her] own.” She likes control
and she doesn’t want to be
told what to do.
“I only want to live on
campus my freshman year,”
said Gray. “I witnessed living
in dorms, the people are too
loud,” she said. “I, overall, just
want my own space to study.”
Other students are still deciding what college to choose.
While senior Kayla Moore
keeps her options open, her
top choice is The University of
Chicago.
“I’ve always heard good
things about it but after doing
my own research I realized it’s
academically good, beautiful,
and in my favorite city,” she said.
Moore earned a 28 on
the ACT; this score sets her
with “great” opportunity for
scholarships.
ACT scores are important, according to the Consortium’s study,
and many CPS students, particularly males, have such a low score
that their options are limited.
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STUDY SHOWS GPA IMPORTANT
continued from page 11

“Nearly three-quarters of
African-American males graduated
with such low GPAs and ACT scores
that they would likely be admitted
to a two-year or nonselective fouryear college,” the study states.
Moore, however, plans to
major in biological science with a
focus in biochemistry and is considering a minor in drama.
After college, she wants to be
a research scientist working in a
lab, helping to save the world and
acting on stage in her free time.
Senior Tremel Hughes loves his
top college, Georgia Tech due to
sports and the lively atmosphere.
Hughes earned a 23 on the
ACT. His
ACT score
made
him feel
“more
prepared
then [he]
thought[he] was.”
He wants to major in engineering. “I’ve always liked working with my hands” he said.
He wants to plans to party
hard at Georgia Tech he wants
to make the Dean’s List at least
twice. He plans to continue to
play baseball in college, as well.
When asked about parties
Tremel responded, “Of course I’m
going to party everyday on my soul.”
University of Illinois-Urbana is
the top school for senior Denesha
Branch.
“U of I has a nearby hospital
where I can practice medicine,”
she said.
GPA is the strongest predictor of college graduation, though,

according to the researchers.
“CPS students who graduated from high school with a GPA
less than 3.0 were very unlikely to
graduate from college,” the study
suggests.
Branch has big dreams she
wants to cure cancer and diabetes.
“I just want to help the
youngest of my community” she
said.
Branch received a 22 on the
ACT.
“I felt bad about it until I
realized how many scholarships
I could be considered for,” she
said.
While the senior has a lot to

“I’ll probably do work study
because it seems like an easy to
get ‘Aunt Sally’ off my back and
pay some of my college tuition,”
said senior Tyler Brazil.
Relying on financial aid or
work study are options that are
considered by college-bound
students; however, getting an
associate degree at a community
college is sought as well.
“I’m thinking about going to
a community college to get my
associates degree,” said senior
Breanna Hayden. “It might be
better for me because I’ll have
more time to get my scholarships
and grants for a university.”
Being college
bound you
have to
think about
all the
aspects of
college, from partying to paying
for it. But is it really for everyone?
“I can’t wait for college,”
said one senior who has a 22 ACT
score. “I think it’s going to be a
ball.”
And there lies the problem.
Many appear to believe that simply being in college is enough to
get a degree. However, the data
speaks for itself, according to researchers in their conclusion: “Despite trends of increasing college
aspirations and rising entering
achievement test scores, the gap
between high school students’
aspirations to attend college and
their actual college participation
and degree attainment remains
large.”

CPS students who graduated from high school
with a GPA less than 3.0 were very unlikely to
graduate from college.
accomplish, she plans to join the
sorority AKA, a dance team, and
an honors program.
Another priority of college
is figuring out how you’ll pay for
it all. Financial aid, work study,
scholarships and pell grants are
a few options on how underprivileged college bound students will
pay for college.
“Seeing how my mother
doesn’t have $100 thousand in her
back pocket or at an arm’s reach,
I’ll have to rely on my ACT score
of a 22 to get a scholarship,” said
senior BeShaunn Agee.
Work Study is an option
where students work on their college campus to pay off some of
their college debts.

VOTE2012

Obama or Romney?
By Nyah Samuel

P

resident Barack
Obama is the
Democrats’ candidate for the 2012
election, and Mitt Romney is the
candidate for the Republican Party
for the 2012 presidential election
to be held on Tuesday, November
6. Who will win the presidency?
“I think that President Barack
Obama will win this election, because it appears that he already
has a significant lead in a number
of Electoral College votes that
he needs,” social science teacher
James Fitzgerald said. “As Mitt
Romney’s campaign has gone
on, he is showing to not have the
overall experience, in regards to
foreign policy, that the president
has. In the long run, that would
be Romney’s biggest fault.”
In what is becoming a very
negative campaign year, each day
the two candidates seem to be
bashing each other more.
Recently, President Obama
said, “Most important that I’ve
learned is that you can’t change
Washington from the inside, you can
only change it from the outside.”
Mitt Romney was quick to
speak on the remark. Romney is calling it a concession by Obama that
he failed to change Washington in
the way he promised four years ago.
“The president threw in the

white flag of surrender. He said
he can't change Washington from
the inside,” Romney told a crowd
of supporters at a rally in Sarasota, Fla, on a YouTube video.
Some are ignoring the rhetoric and focusing more on what the
candidates stand for.
“I think that Obama will win
the presidential election because he is firm in his beliefs and
America believes in him,” senior
Bianca Morris said, who also plans
to vote in November. “He’s done
his best to improve the state of
this country, and another term
would only strengthen it further.”
Another senior who plans to
cast a ballot next month is Alante
Davis.
“This year I intend to vote
for president Obama,” she said.
“This is because over the past four
years, I enjoyed his actions, especially Obama’s health care benefit
plan, but based on the statements
and information that has been
on the news, I haven’t really liked
what has been said by Romney.
Even [in] his speeches, he’ll say
one thing and then do another.”
Romney was heavily criticized
last month when it appeared to
say that nearly half of all Americans are “victims,” implying that
they are moochers who only take
from the government.
“There are 47 percent of

people that will vote for the president no matter what,” Romney said
during a fundraiser, caught on a secret camera. “All right, there are 47
percent who are with him, who are
dependent on government, who
believe that they are victims, who
believe that the government has a
responsibility to take care of them.
Who believe they are entitled to
health care, to food, to housing, to
you name it. That that’s an entitlement. And the government should
give it to them. And they will vote
for this president no matter what.”
His controversial comment
may have galvanized people’s
opinion on who they will vote for
this election.
“It is difficult to predict the
outcome of a political election,
but...the president seems to have
the upper hand,” said Alban Jervier, a social science teacher.
Many voters see this election
as a stark contrast of ideology,
as well as selecting who is best
equipped to get this country to
move forward.
“President Obama will win,”
social science teacher James
Aducci said. “Mitt Romney’s position is so weak and disorganized;
I don’t think he can attract a lot
of voters. I [also] don’t think it is
about what Obama has done, [but]
Obama is the only viable option if
we want to survive as a country.”

Looking at tardiness during my
experience at Evanston High School
By Sydney Haney

I

n my four years of high school I had the opportunity to
experience a different high school environment. In my
junior year of high school I transferred to Evanston Township High
School just north of Chicago.
This wealthy suburban school opened my eyes and a different way of thinking. For most students here at MP, they haven’t
been able to experience a different culture. In this monthly
column I’ll be giving details of my experience from what was essentially a different world.
Recently, Morgan Park has come up with another new tardy
policy. Hall sweeps are out, but depending on your teacher, you
might be having a phone call home, or worse, serving a detention. The tardy policy has seemed to change every year, but
students continue to roll into school late everyday, regardless.
Evanston also had a tardy policy, but it appeared to work
very effectively. Like Morgan Park, Evanston students had five
minutes to get to class, but when students are late, teachers are
not hassled with determining the attendance status of a student,
but can continue teaching.
They don’t have old-fashioned paper trails, but use electronic
ID scanners to identify offenders at each door and among Safety
Team members.
At that school, consequences were swift and serious. Whenever you enter the school, you have to hold up your ID to be
scanned by an electronic reader. If you’re late, nobody writes you
up, but you’re in trouble right then and there. Once identified
as a tardy student, a robo-call phones home to let your parents
know--at that moment--that you’re late.
Tardy students are given an automatic detention slip from a
Safety Team member and have to serve the detention--even with
only one tardy.
If students, primarily upperclassmen, did not serve their
detentions, they wouldn’t be able to enter the regular lunchroom
nor leave for the coveted off-campus lunch. They would have to
sit quietly in a detention lunch area.
MP tried something like that before, with security giving
“tardy passes” so teachers would admit them after the bell. However, these late students would then just hang around in the hall,
going to class whenever.
Evanston kills that plan with a scale for tardiness. If you’re
less than five minutes late, you get a regular tardy and a detention. But if you’re between five and 15 minutes late, you get a
UT, or Unauthorized Tardy, which have stiffer penalities, including
extended detentions, in-school, and suspensions. Get more than
20 for a particular class and you get an automatic F.
If you’re more than 15 minutes late, you earn a ET, or Extreme Tardy. These are bad. Get nine of these: automatic F.
Some might think that a way to beat that tardy policy would
be to simply cut the class instead. However, attendance was just
as important as for being on time. Every student could get a
combined maximum of eight excused/unexcused absence days
and/or Extreme Tardies per semester. If a student went over that,
they would automatically get an “NC,” or No Credit--basically an
“F”-- no matter what the student’s actual grade was at the time.
Of course if you didn’t agree with the rules, you could always
appeal your situation and state your case in front of a peer jury,
sort of similar to what MP is trying to put in place now. However,
many kids refused to miss class too many times in fear of failing,
and upperclassmen were always in a rush to get to class in order
to keep their special privileges.
So I wonder if having a tardy/attendance policy such as this
would help the students in our school? Would Mustangs fulfill the
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scholarships the school of
my choice is accepting,” said
senior Kiara Carter.
Not only do you just need
applications and scholarships,
every college requires a copy
of your transcript. This includes
your grades from all four years
and your behavioral record.
Morgan Park now sends
transcripts electronically to the
schools of your choice, rather

than having to mail them in.
Also, start asking your current or even previous teachers
to write letters of recommendations for you to the schools
of your choice. This helps colleges get a better perspective
of you. Teachers have to take
time to sit and write out recommendations, so be sure you
make enough time for them to
complete it for you on time.
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Swearing is not just relegated to boys
Crystal Wells
and Nicole Edwards

F

oul language. You hear
it every day, just about
everywhere: on the streets, at
home, in the movies, in songs,
and at school.
Often it’s the boys who use
expletives in everyday conversations, but now, more and more
girls are doing it too.
Certainly most will say that
no one should use curse words in
public.
“No, it’s bad, but everybody
wasn’t raised around that language,” senior band member
Kyana Harrod said.
Low vocabulary with inappropriate, filthy, and dirty words is bad,
but is it worse when girls do it?
“It is unladylike,” said senior
Shari Gaston. “You should not use
[those words] around strangers,”
but added, “It’s okay if you’re
around friends.”
Some say women should not
be disrespectful and talk that way.
“It’s trashy,” senior Anthony
Martinez said.

People who are older
are quick to say that females
shouldn’t speak the way males
sometimes do.
“They shouldn’t because they
are ladies,” Crystal Norman, who
works at the Blue House, said.
People, in general, should
carry themselves in a more
respectful manner, according to
another adult.
“There are more ways to talk
to people,” said Peggy Goddard,
Local School Council representative and director of the Blue
House. “They disrespect each
other and it goes for both females
and males. They also disrespect
everyone around them.”
But some young people also
agree.
“They should be ladies,” said
senior Jasmine Bedell. “They do
not need to be using that type of
language.”
Maybe there’s something of
a double standard, as many claim
that simply being female should
make using such foul language
wrong.
“[They shouldn’t talk like that]
because they are girls,” senior
football player Michael Leonard

said.
Even some girls agree that
there is something less than feminine about using the crass words.
“Especially, like, not around a
guy,” freshman Charisma Tillman
said.
Women should know what’s
right and what’s wrong.
“Cut that [stuff out],” freshman Kalia Murphy said.
Young women, unfortunately,
have their moments, though.
“[It’s okay,] as long as they
don’t [use it] excessively,” said
junior Janae’ Woodson. “Sometimes [they do it] to get their
point across.”
Others say it doesn’t matter
who you are, that you’re free to
speak your mind.
“If they want to [they can
say what they want],”senior Kyle
Cherry said.
One senior feels that using
bad words is rather pointless.
“We shouldn’t because it
is unnecessary,” senior Lauren
Holmes said.
Still some suggest that it just
can’t be helped.
“We shouldn’t, but we do,”
senior Corrinne Reed said.

TV favorites are debatable
Tyla Perkins
and Erica Kelley

T

elevision is what most
teens like to do while
laying back and relaxing. They
enjoy their free time watching
their favorite TV show.
“My favorite things to

watch on TV is ‘CSI Miami’ and
movies because they’re interesting,” student Laneya Porter
said, “and I like forensics and it’s
interesting watching people solve
cases.”
Teens, like many people of
other ages, are glued to the small
screen for hours on end.

“While most teenagers (60
percent) spend on average 20
hours per week in front of television and computer screens, a
third spend closer to 40 hours
per week, and about 7 percent

Please turn to page 14 for
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October new releases
Actors: Ben Affleck, Alan
Arkin, Bryan Cranston, and John
Goodman.
My Opinion: It may be an
eye-catcher for everyone that’s in
a bad situation.
Why: Because who doesn’t
like a suspenseful thriller?

By Kaleb Payton
1. In My Mother’s Arms
Plot Summary: A desperate
phone call for donations to makeshift Iraqi orphanage for help.
Actor Saif Husham is an unlikely
hero working tirelessly without
state support to shelter and
protect more than thirty children.
He has been given two weeks to
vacate the premises and he has no
money or resources at his disposal.
In Theaters: October 8.
My Opinion: Could be a
good movie, but sad at the same
time. Why: Every family always
has challenges they have to face.
2. Argo
Plot Summary: A life-or-death
operation to rescue six Americans. Six Americans manage to
slip away and find refuge in the
home of the Canadian ambassador, knowing it is only a matter of
time before the six are discovered
and likely killed.
In Theaters: October 12.

3. Cloud Atlas
Plot Summary: Explores how
the actions and consequences
of individual lives impact one
another throughout the past,
present and the future.
In Theaters: October 26.
Actors: Tom Hanks, Halle
Berry, Jim Broadbent, and Hugo
Weaving.
My Opinion: This movie

can change someone’s life.
Why: It show how one’s action can
affect that person through life.
4. The Big Wedding
Plot Summary: A funny
romantic comedy about a charmingly modern family trying to
get through a weekend wedding celebration that can potential become a family disaster.
In Theaters: October 26.
Actors: Amanda Seyfried,
Robert De Niro, Katherine Heigl,
and Robert Williams.
My Opinion: Probably very
funny.
Why: Family life can be filled
with drama, so many can probably appreciate it.

DIFFERENT WORLD
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need to do what is expected of them?
Many of us would love to enjoy off-campus lunch and see
the administration let up on some of the rules. We are all in high
school and would like to get treated like young adults, but if
we want to get treated like young adults, we have to prove to
everyone around us that we can handle the rules and will not
take advantage of them.
If the administration laid down the rules and the student
body knew the serious consequences for chronic tardiness, such
as getting a mandatory F despite having a passing grade, then
most of us would likely stay get to class and begin to act more
of our age. If we want more responsibility, then we must show
we can handle it.

By Jazmine Purdis
and
Markee Williams

Our iPod Playlist

Go In Freestyle
Spenzo
This is a great party song that’s live and upbeat. In
this song, the Chicago artist raps about his climb
to success and fame and the hardships that came
along with it.

4 Years Old
Chris Brown
This song is smooth and mellow with a calm beat. In
this song, Chris Brown sings about how you can have
it all and somehow still be unhappy, so enjoy the
simple things in life as much as you can.

Turn On the Lights
Future
This song is a club hit; it will make you want to dance
and sing along because the chorus is so catchy. In
this song, Future was rapping about finding his soul
mate.

Super Rich Kids
Frank Ocean
This song is smooth but with an upbeat feel. Frank
Ocean and Earl Sweatshirt sing and rap about how
most rich kids take their wealth for granted and just
do any and everything due to the lack of supervision.

Hey Ma
Chance the Rapper
This is another party song; it has a lighter feel and
slower beat though. Chance the Rapper tells a story
about how his mother made him the man he is
today and how she sacrificed so much for him, and
in the song he thanks her for everything she’s done.

Actin’ Up
Wale and Meek Mill
This song is a nightclub hit; the beat is so live it just
gets you in the mood to dance and/or nod your head.
Wale, Meek Mill, and French Montana are rapping
about girls acting out and what causes them to do so.

Dance For You
Beyoncé
This is a slow jam; its soft beats and rhythm make
you want to just move in slow-like movements to
each note. Beyoncé sings about rewarding her husband with a dance for all of the accomplishments
and good things he’s done for her.

Pop That
French Montana
This song is a nightclub anthem; its monstrous and
fast beats make you want to get up and dance as
soon as you hear. French Montana, Rick Ross, Lil
Wayne, and Drake all rap about a girl having some
unique, outstanding dance moves that leaves them
in shock.

Someone Like You
Adele
This is a love song; it has a low, soft beat. Adele sings
about a breakup and how she has come to terms
with it. “Nevermind, I’ll find someone like you. I wish
nothing but the best for you two.”
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Students offer uneven support of teams
By Fransis Wilson

S

ports in the United
States is a very popular
form of entertainment, and here
at MP athletic events are popular
among students; however, not all
sporting events are equal.
Americans spent approximately $25.4 billion in 2011 on
professional sports entertainment,
while they only spent $17 billion
dollars on video games during
the same period.

Following sports teams in
Chicago borders on the fanatical.
Consider the Chicago Bears have
a 98 percent season ticket renewal rate and have sold out every
game since 1984. The cheapest
nosebleed seat in Soldier Field
for a single game costs $101.
Here at Morgan Park, there are
lots of different sports teams fans
can follow: football, basketball, soccer, tennis, swimming, volleyball,
golf, bowling, track, baseball, and
softball. For some games, fans are

charged up to $5 for a ticket, while
most events are actually free.
But not all sports are supported equally. One of the most
popular sports attended at MP is
football, America’s favorite sport.
“At the last game we played
Simeon, and there were 2,000
students at the game,” said head
football coach Wesley Yates,
“and that’s a lot for a public high
school game.”
Depending on the success of
a team during the season, and the

New-look Bears need to find their footing

By Maurice Stevenson
and Jeremiah Sanders

I

n a matter of four games,
the Chicago Bears gave
their fans a taste of the good,
the bad, and the ugly.
Starting with the really
good, the Bears put away their
Monday Night curse, trouncing
the Dallas Cowboys (2-2) 34-18,
courtesy of two defensive picksixes, plus TDs by receivers Devin
Hestor and Brandon Marshall.
Chicago is now tied with
Minnesota at 3-1, with Green
Bay one game back.
Thanks to big additions on
the offense, including making line
coach Mike Tice the offensive
coach, the Bears are whispered
by some to be a Super Bowlcontending team; therefore there
are very high hopes and expectations this NFL season.
After finishing the preseason with a 3-1 record, the
Bears opened the season
against the rookie Andrew
Luck-led Colts. Despite getting off to a slow start earlier
in the game, the Bears came
to life and crushed the Colts
41-21 in an onslaught led by
the new offense.
“The Bears played great,
it was an entertaining game to
watch,” said Richard Chandler,

a junior.
By time the game was over,
the Bears and their new offense
amassed an impressive total of
428 yards, 314 passing and 114
rushing--just like a real offense!
The Bears defense showed
up as well, forcing five turnovers
and allowing the Colts to rush for
only 63 yards. Bears QB Jay Cutler and newly-acquired receiver
Brandon Marshall proved their
chemistry is real as they connected 15 times through the air
for 119 yards.
“Brandon Marshall is a beast,
he makes the Bears that much
better,” said senior Theo Jones.
Not only was the win impressive for the Bears, they showed
everyone why could go all the
way. More importantly, the Bears’
performance gave fans hope that
this year will be a very good year.
“After a win like that, I can’t
wait to see the next game,” said
Chandler. “This is the year the Bears
are going to the Super Bowl.”

Game 1 a fluke?
However, in Week 2 against
arch rival Green Bay Packers, The
Bears suffered an embarrassing
23-10 defeat. The new-look offense struggled as Cutler threw
four picks and was sacked seven
times.
“I’m satisfied with the defensive effort, but the Bears need to
step their game up on offense,”
said senior Joshua Eison.
The Bears offense was held
to an abysmal 168 yards the
whole game, and the new CutlerMarshall duo only produced two
catches for 24 yards total. Cutler
verbally and physically showed his

frustration the whole game.
“That [Packers] game was
embarrassing to watch, the
Bears looked like they never
showed up,” said Jones.
During the game, Cutler
was seen bumping his left
tackle J’Marcus Webb on the
sideline who was responsible
for several of the QB pressures and three of the sacks on
Cutler. The incident sparked a
volley of controversy questioning the Bear’s team chemistry.
Despite the controversy, Webb
downplayed the incident saying that everything said by Cutler was “positive.”
“I thought Cutler was trying to fire up his teammates,”
said senior Johnny Stevenson.
“[Cutler] didn’t have to bump
[Webb] like that, though.”
In Week 3 against the St.
Louis Rams, the Bears defense
took all the credit as they held
the Ram’s to a total of 160
yards for their second win. The
defense also recorded six sacks
and two interceptions, one of
which going for a defensive
touchdown.
“I’m excited for the
defense, they are carrying this
team,” said Eison.
However, the Bears offense still has much work to do
as Cutler threw for a mere 183
yards and an interception. The
offense also only accumulated
only 103 rushing yards on 34
attempts as the Bears offense
missed the production of starting running back Matt Forte
due to injury.
“It wasn’t pretty but a win
is a win,” said Chandler.

quality of the opponent, can also influence how many people show up.
“The MP football team, on average, seats about 400 people,” said
athletic director Adrian Burrage.
Despite the solid support
for the Mustangs football team,
basketball appears to be the most
popular here. Burrage said that
if the school had more space for
more bleachers in the gymnasium, the team would still sell out.
But what really helps is being
a winner. Whenever a team gets
hot, support will follow.
“The love from the fans
helped us win the [2010 city]
championship against Marshall,”
said senior basketball player Markee Williams.
When the Mustangs won the
championship in 2010 at the UIC
stadium, the student came and
showed up for the boys basketball ball team in droves.
“It felt good win the championship with the help of the fans
support,” Williams said. “I don’t
know if we could have won that
game without them.”

But not every team is even
close to being this popular--just
ask those who compete for track,
volleyball, tennis, and swimming.
But even the most popular
sport in the world is hardly followed here at MP.
Soccer is the world’s favorite
sport, especially in Latin America,
Africa, and Europe. In fact it’s not unusual to have over 100,000 rabid fans
fill a European or South American
stadium for a regular-season contest.
It’s not popular at Morgan
Park, but it hasn’t been that way,
“When I started 22 years ago
it was very popular,” said boys and
girls soccer coach Santos Marchan.
“We competed for the city championship and also went to the finals.”
However, soccer is very
popular in grammar schools, and
so many people go out every
weekend to different parks to
watch people play the sport also
known as “futbol.”
“There are lots of leagues in
Chicago that play soccer every
Saturday and Sunday,” Marchan
said. “Parks are packed.”

Sox collapse recalls ‘69 Cubs
Kenneth Greenlaw,
Ariel Danzy, and Keira Crouse
he White Sox are three
games back of the now-AL
Central first place Detroit Tigers for
as the regular season comes to a
dismal end, punctuating a collapse
that hasn’t been seen in 43 years.
On Sunday the Sox lost to
the Tampa Bay Rays, 6-2, at U.S.
Cellular Field, while the Tigers
defeated the Minnesota Twins,
2-1. Both teams had three games
remaining as of Sunday night.
The Sox began a three-games
series against the Cleveland Indians
on Monday, winning the first game
of the meaningless series, 11-0.
Nothing could sum up
the Southsiders’ complete fade
in the division better than how
they’ve gone from three games
ahead of Detroit on Sept. 17 to
falling three games behind in 13
days. The Sox are now one Tigers
victory or one loss of their own
away from playoff elimination.
It’s been seven years since
the Sox have won it all and four
years since they’ve won a division
title and playoff series.

Sadly for Chicago baseball
fans, something very similar happened to the North Side Chicago
Cubs in 1969, when the New York
Mets won the pennant, and went
on to win the World Series.
In that pennant race, the
Cubs enjoyed first place for 155
days, until mid-September when
they lost 17 out of 25 games. The
“Lovable Losers” ended up eight
games out of first place.
The Sox were in the top spot
for 117 total days this season, but
Detroit never went away and they
made their move when it counted.
Comparing the two late
season meltdowns, Cub fan and
teacher James Aducci says that
although the two are similar, there
is a significant difference.
“The one main difference is the
Mets came out of nowhere,” he said.
“I’m not so sure the Cubs would
have won anyway. I think the Mets
ended up winning 103 games.”
However, the feeling Aducci
had when he was 19 years old is
probably the same Sox fans feel now.
“[I felt] awful, deflated,” he
said, recalling when the Cubs--like
the Sox now--had their collapse.

before Facebook and Twitter
and Instagram, I still have some
favorite shows I like to watch like,
‘Spongebob’ and old reruns of
‘Martin,’” said student Brea Polk.
Even though television is a
popular form of entertainment,
it isn’t as child-appropriate as it
used to be, but there are still
certain networks that teens can
look view to get encouragement.
Networks such as the Disney
Channel and Teen Nick are good
networks that will influence kids
to stay on a good track.
Although there are a lot of
people who enjoy watching TV,
some don’t. Many students in
Morgan Park don’t like to watch
TV that much because they like
to go out, and don’t like being

“cooped up” in the house.
Surprisingly, teens 12-17
years old are the age group that
watches the least amount of
television per week, according to
Nielson that analyzes the public’s
viewing patterns. These young
teens watch 23 hours and 24 minutes of TV a week. That works out
to 3.3 hours daily – so basically
13.9 percent, or more than 1/8th
of their life watching TV.
The age group that watches
the most TV is that of adults 65
and older who watch TV an average of 47 hours and 21 minutes
per week. That works out to 6.7
hours of TV per day, or 28.1 percent, more than 1/4 of their life
watching TV – more than double
the lowest age group.

T

TV FAVORITES
continued from page 13

are exposed to more than 50
hours of “screen-time” per week,”
according to a study presented at
the American Heart Association’s
48th Annual Conference on Cardiovascular Disease Epidemiology
and Prevention in 2008.
Comedies are often a favorite
way to spend TV viewing.
“I like to watch the ‘Wayans
Brothers’ because it’s funny and
I like to laugh and joke around a
lot, just like them,” said Briana
Graham.
Many teens like to watch
television for entertainment.
Teens tend to watch TV when
boredom strikes. When their favorite show comes on, they make
sure they catch the series while
it’s new. The number one show in

2012 is “American Idol.”
Some have a wide range of,
ahem, tastes.
“I like to watch Spongebob
every day before I go to sleep,
and I watch ‘Bad Girls Club’ every
Monday, and that’s a must!” said
senior Maryah Person. “‘Bad Girls
Club’ has their downfalls and isn’t
always something inspiring, but,
sadly, it’s entertaining and gives
me some good laughs!”
Surprisingly, many students
said they don’t get much television because of extra-curricular
activities after school, and when
they’re not doing that, they’re trying to finish up on homework.
Other students who aren’t a
part of activities said they either
hang around school or get on

the computer more than watch
television.
But those who do watch
sometimes have difficulty naming
a favorite.
“I like to watch ‘CSI Miami,’
‘Criminal Minds,’ and ‘Baby Boy,’
whenever I can catch that on TV.”
said security guard Dennis Allen.
Television isn’t as popular as
it was when there weren’t as many
social networks, such as, Instagram, Twitter, or even Facebook.
Many people only watch certain
television shows for certain actors, as Allen explained why he
chooses to watch certain shows.
99 percent of households own at
least one TV in their home.
“Even though I don’t watch
TV as often as I used to do

OPINION

SPORTS

SCHOOL NEWS

FEATURES

Spirit teams love to perform
By Ashley Evans

H

ave you ever
wondered how it’s
like for pom, cheer, Majestics
(now known as Ladies of
Distinction), Majorettes, and
the Mustangs Marching Band
to perform in front of big,
rowdy crowds.
“I get nervous, but at the
same time it's exciting to go
out in front of people, to show
them what I'm all about,"
senior cheerleading captain
Katlyn Howell said.
It's normal for people
to get nervous before public
speaking or performances.
“I’ve been performing
in front of crowds since I was
little,” Ladies of Distinction
dancer senior Jasmine Bennett
said, “so it's pretty easy for
me now. I rarely get nervous.”
Imagine if you we're on a

team and had to go out in front of
large crowds every Friday night. It’s
moments like this when you might
think all eyes on you, examining
and judging your every move.
“I imagine that thousands of
people are at the end of their seats
screaming while cheering us on to
see us perform,” Howell said.
Encouragement also motivates teams to go out and
perform stronger, just like on all
athletic teams.
"It's great, like you get a rush
of adrenaline and you do it all for
the crowd," junior pom dancer
Aysia Cato said.
Also, go out and enjoy what
you do while giving it your all.
“I just make sure I get enough
sleep the previous night, eat right,
and remind myself to have fun no
matter what," Bennett said.
In order to go out and
perform well, it requires a lot of
practice and preparation.
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“Keep focused in practice
and dance hard,” Cato said.
“Being spirited and having
positivity.”
It's almost time for the
pep rally and Homecoming,
so everyone's excited.
“Homecoming is the most
exciting part of the year besides the cheerleaders going
to competition," Howell said.
Our Homecoming game
is October 11, and the students are ready.
“I'm excited! Ready to
see the boys play Hubbard,"
said Cato.
The spirit groups have
been getting ready for the big
halftime show.
“I'm really excited for
homecoming,” Bennett said.
“The band is playing some
good songs, and the Ladies of
Distinction have been practicing hard.”
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of different ways,” said head football coach Wesley Yates. “One, I
think it affected the instructional
aspect of it. Secondly, it just threw
the scheduling process off with a
lot of teams who are competing
in line for state recognition.”
The scheduling process for
the football season has been
pushed back for the Mustangs. A
forced forfeit and some rescheduled games have been put in
place since the strike.
“Our game against Urban
Prep [was postponed] but we’ll
deal with that, and we’ll move
forward,” said head football
coach Wesley Yates. “Right now
I’m not worried about it because
that game is a forfeit on our
behalf, but it’s not a conference
forfeit because of what took place
with the strike. It was out of our
control.”
The volleyball team was also
affected by the strike. They were
forced to forfeit two games, of
which only one could be made up.
“I just don't understand how

they could take away two of our
games and just not give us one
of them back,” said senior Nyah
Samuel. “ For the seniors on the
team, this is our last year, so any
team that we can’t play is a team
that we could potentially never
play again.”
CPS parents are also beginning to become frustrated with
the whole situation. They are
missing out on watching their
child play what could potentially
be their last season.
“I understand what the
teachers are fighting for, but
the students are the ones who
are most affected by this, “ one
Morgan Park parent said. “Sports
for some children is their most
reliable way of insuring that they
go to college.
“The time and games that
were lost are crucial to that child's
recruitment because that is time
that college coaches have to
come see them play. Hopefully
they will figure out a way to get
all these games rescheduled.”

not going to help get us there.
We have to stay focused.”
The team is a work in process, and players are getting
used to winning, losing, personal
success, and personal failures, assistant coach Steve Strode said.
“Since the first practice, I’ve
noticed a lot of growth and every individual on the team,” Strode said.
“I’ve noticed better sportsmanship,
more endurance, strength, speed,
dos and don’ts. But most of all,
they’re having fun playing the game
I’ve loved to play since I was only
8-years-old,” coach Strode said.

Strode, who was also a
tailback in his high-school days,
is able to coach any position they
ask him to and that’s what sets
him out as a great coach.
With only a few more games
left in their season, the clock is
ticking for the young Mustangs.
“I don’t want the season
to end,” Alsip said. “It’s a lot of
fun playing with these guys, and
no matter what, we always keep
our head up. But after football
season, I get to start my first high
school basketball season here at
Morgan Park.”

SOPHOMORE MUSTANGS
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showed. They recently had a
game last Tuesday against Fenger
and blew them out 52-8, but getting everybody to practice so they
can get their work in is the key to
long term success.
Also, they played Mount Carmel two weeks before the teachers strike. It was a very bad loss
but they redeemed themselves by
blowing Kenwood out the water
the following week.
Although they faced a couple
one-sided losses earlier in the
season, the team thinks it will not
be very difficult to get back on their

feet, and win the rest of their games.
“The team is great and we
have a lot of potential, although
most are beginners,” freshmen
QB/kicker Antonio Alsip said.
“We’re picking up the game quick
and will definitely have much success in the future. With hard-work
and talent comes the victory.”
Most are first year players,
and the coaches are doing a great
job of getting them to work as a
team and “keep their heads in the
game,” sophomore linebacker
JaJuan Humes said. Humes leads
the team in tackles and is also a

QUIZ ANSWER KEY
continued from page 9

Do you...
1. ____ Know the theme of this year’s homecoming dance?
(“Diamonds Are Forever”)
Do you...
9. ____ Know the school’s official colors?
(Green and white; orange is not officially recognized)
10. ____ Know what EMPEHI actually stands for?
(It’s the phonetic pronunciation of M-P-High--get it?)
11. ____ Know the missing words in the first stanza of the
school song below?
		EMPEHI, EMPEHI we are loyal,
		
EMPEHI, EMPEHI we are true.
		
We will fight for your colors flying,
		for the green and the white and for you!
12. ____ Know the school mascot?
(The Mustang, duh!)
13. ____ Know the name of the school newspaper
(EMPEHI News, named as such since 1923. Before then,
the school had the “Empehi,” which according to an old
yearbook summary, was a publication that “formerly appeared monthly as a magazine.”)
14. ____ Know the acting principal’s name?
(Dr. Everett Edwards II has been the acting principal
since the 2011 school year)
15. ____ Know what year Morgan Park opened its doors?
(1916)
16. ____ Know the name of the auditorium?
(Blackwelder Hall, named after the main donor who paid
to have the auditorium originally built)
18. ____ Know why the huge Mustang sculpture outside near the
lunchroom is nicknamed “Leonardo”?
(The Museum of Science and Industry donated the eightfoot sculpture to the school in 2007, after they dismantled their Leonardo DaVinci exhibit, of which the partial
replica of a sculpture that was initially commissioned by
the Duke of Milan, was installed in the collection. The
museum commissioned an artist in Italy to produce the
replica at a cost of $22,000.)

very vocal captain for the team.
Even with the new head coach
and coaching staff for varsity, the
sophomore team remained with
the same coaches, and according
to Baxter, he’s enjoying it.
“Practice may be long and
tiring, but at the end of the day
we’re a family,” Baxter said.
Even with the tight playercoach bond, the team still has
their work cut out for them during
the rest of the season.
“No more games,” Humes
said. “We have a mission, and
playing around during practice is

MUSTANG FOOTBALL
continued from page 16

however, Simeon’s O-line collapsed giving MP’s defense a rush
lane to the QB who threw a pick
to Timothy Smith, who returned
the ball more than 10 yards.
Newell completed a pass to
Bournes, resulting in a 10 yard
gain, with the clock still running.
Morgan Park needed to score fast
and then suddenly everyone's
worst fear had became a reality
when Taj Hartly got injured.
During halftime, the Morgan
Parks stands were filled and the

crowd was going wild while waiting
for and wanting more of the game.
Then, out of nowhere, the
worst imaginable happened,
someone is accused of having
a weapon which then sends the
crowd scrambling for the exits.
Some students say they were
afraid, while others say they were
more upset that they paid money
to go to the game and were
upset that it ended quickly due to
ignorance.
“I was upset because it was

pretty much a waste of my money,” said fan Charkael Eggleston.
Along with having up-anddown games like any team does,
the Mustangs had to also deal
with the teachers striking, which
meant the team couldn’t practices
and earned a forfeit to Urban Prep
Charter, making their record 3-3.
Every game is important now,
in order to stay in contention.
“We just have stay focused
and be prepared to play games,”
head coach Wesley Yates said.

Swimmers get first win of the season
Lady Mustang freshman
swimmer Mireya Munoz
competes in the 100 meter
freestyle relay against
Hubbard in last week’s
home meet. It was their
first win of the young
season, 18-14.
The girls varsity squad
also beat Hubbard, 48-43.
Former boys swim
team head coach Gerald
Winston is now the girls
head coach, taking over
for former coach Theresa
Marshall who retired in
June. The girls currently
have the largest team in
six years. (Photo by Julian
Tripp)
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Mustangs in tight race for conference title
By Brandon Ringo
and Jacob Webb

T

he varsity Mustangs
football team has had
some ups and some downs
during this difficult, strikedisrupted season.
However, last Saturday afternoon’s victory against Robeson’s
Raiders (3-2) has lifted the Mustangs to an even record of 3-3.
It was an especially important
Prairie State Conference victory
to knock off the Raiders who were
leading the conference until the
loss. With Orr High School also
earning a 3-2 record, there is now
a tie at the top.
However, it didn’t look like a
win over the Raiders was coming
any time soon, as the MP offense
came up empty through the first
three quarters, falling behind 8-0.
But quarterback Andre
Newell lit it up with a 73-yard
touchdown connection to receiver
Charles Bournes, and a two-point
conversion tied the score at eight.
Then, just before the two-minute mark, the QB launched another
long-distance TD strike to receiver
Theo Jones to win the game, 16-8.
What made this “W” especially significant was because the
Raiders earned their three wins
(Julian, Fenger, and Hubbard) by
a combined score of 150-0.

Looking ahead
Next up is conference opponent, the Orr Spartans, who
have won three in a row, beating
Bogan (2-3) on Saturday, 26-15.
After that is Homecoming,
a Thursday night game against

Linebacker Eddie Scott, cornerback Chauncey Davis, and defensive end Khairi Bailey gang
tackle Robeson’s running back for a loss. The Mustangs (3-3) won on Saturday, 16-8.
(Photo by Jeremiah Sanders)
Hubbard. The Greyhounds, who
have been shut-out three times so
far, are 1-4 with their first win this
season over woeful Urban Prep
Charter (0-5), 43-6, on Saturday.
Historically speaking, the
Mustangs have dominated their
opponents on Homecoming. In
the 2010 game, the Mustangs
earned a win over the Greyhounds, 28-20. Over the last 11
years, the Mustangs have only

lost one homecoming game,
which came against the Simeon
in 2008.
In what was supposed to be
the fourth game of the season
on September 14 against Urban
Prep, is now scheduled for October 19 at Gately Stadium (1 p.m.).
The game was forfeited by
the Mustangs due to the teachers strike. Charter schools were
still in session, and being that MP

Lady Mustangs seek wins to close season
Lady Mustang Yatamek
Radcliffe sets up teammate
Tahja Shabazz against
Curie High School last
week. Unfortunately, the
girls sophomore team (57, overall) lost 25-20 and
25-18.
The Lady Mustangs
varsity team who are 5-7
(as of Wednesday, Sept.
26), will be wrapping up
their season, playing their
final conference game
of the season this past
Monday against King
College Prep.
(Photo by Julian Tripp)

was Urban Prep’s opponent--but
wasn’t allowed to play, as all Chicago Public Schools (CPS) teams-an “L” is currently posted.
But with the game apparently
rescheduled, a true outcome
should be achieved on what is
now the last game of the season.

The season so far
After starting the season with
a very explosive game against the

Clemente Wildcats, thanks to a
blowout win of 42-0, the second
game was a disappointment for
the Mustangs, suffering a loss of
45-15 to Mount Carmel.
The third game was an even
more disappointing sight because
of a disturbance in the Morgan
Park bleachers. At the end of
the first half, Simeon was up 6-0.
However, it was what happened
in the stands that became bigger
than the game. Reports varied
wildly as to what led to the chaos
in the MP stands on September
7, but it forced the second half of
the game to be postponed until
the following Sunday afternoon.
Although it appeared that
the Mustangs were going to pull
out a victory, when they scored
their first TD, they failed a twopoint conversion, leaving the
teams knotted at six.
Then, despite strong north
winds, the Wolverines passed
their way down the field, scoring a decisive TD, winning 13-6
in front of a small, parent-only
crowd--no students were allowed
in for security reasons.
What started out as a fast
paced action-packed first quarter
with both teams practically neckand-neck until a mistake on MP’s
defense gave way to a Simeon
(4-1) touchdown, making the
game 6-0, then the offense took
the field only to punt the ball
away after Simeon’s defense took
control and pressured Newell.
Late in the second quarter

Please turn to page 15 for
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Sophomore Mustangs seek
to build on recent successes

Teachers strike impacts sports programs

Sophomore linebacker Matthew Glass takes down Fenger’s
running back from behind during the Mustangs’ 52-8 win
last week. (Photo by Julian Tripp)

By William Garrett

By Kendrick Wilson,
Deante Taylor,
and James Jackson

A

ll Chicago Public School
(CPS) sports activities
were recently halted earlier
this month due to the Chicago
Teacher Union (CTU) strike.
The strike lasted seven days,
putting all Chicago Public Schools
(CPS) student to a halt. That also
included sport activities, by stopping the students from having any
communication with their coaches
and not be able to have any
official practices or games many
of the sports schedules were set
back.

“We have two more months
until the season starts and we
missed two good weeks of
practice,” said basketball player
Markee Williams. “We [couldn’t]
condition, so it will set us back
a couple of weeks in our development. It also stopped other
things like communication with
our coaches and it also stopped
college coaches from coming to
the gym, too.”
Thirty-six football games, as
well as approximately 75 other interscholastic sports contests, were
cancelled during the strike week.
CPS had earlier sought a

waiver from the IHSA (Illinois High
Schools Association) to allow its
games and practices to continue
as scheduled during the strike;
the waiver was denied.
Not only did the strike affect
the teams practice time, it also
interfered with game time for
many fall season teams. Making
many teams have to make minor
adjustments to their schedules, or
for-fit games.
“I think it affected it in a lot

Please turn to page 15 for

STRIKE HITS
SPORTS

T

he sophomore
football team (2-2) is
aiming for long-term success
despite a couple disappointing
losses; they believe they have
the team to do it.
They have pretty big shoes
to fill due to the outstanding
performance the team has put
up the last couple of years,
but all the different coaching
changes have hurt recruiting.

“We have to come out
with a lot of energy each and
every game,’’ freshman halfback Kush Baxter said, “because if we don’t have that energy and the other team does
we already lost the game.”
The team has been practicing hard non-stop Monday
through Friday, trying to get
better and better and it has
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