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Senior Class top 10 announced
O

nce again, the Top Ten
of the Senior Class is
dominated by young ladies.
In fact, for the second year
in a row, no males have managed
to be ranked among the top ten
students of the class. Since 2003,
the most males to make the coveted ranking has been limited to
no more than three (‘08, ‘06, ‘03),
while two have been included in
‘10, ‘09, ‘07, and ‘05, and only
one made it in ‘11.
Over the last decade, there
have only been two male valedictorians: Victor Scotti (‘09) and
Langston Hughes (‘06), who is
also noteworthy as being the first
African American male to earn the
title in the nearly 100 year history
of Morgan Park High School.

The Top Ten of 2013
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Class of 2013 Valedictorian Kayla Moore, is
a member of the Academic Center and the
International Baccalaureate Diploma program, and
enjoys a 5.2295 weighted grade point average.

Students head to Springfield
to voice concerns to legislators
By Rochelle Hampton
and Rachelle Hampton

The four-year journey through
high school has finally come to
an end for the Class of 2013,
and the top ten seniors are now

recognized for their outstanding
achievements thus far. From impressive GPAs, countless hours of
service, to the numerous extracurricular activities, these students
have strived to be a positive
representation of our school.

Valedictorian Kayla Moore
Moore’s focus and dedication
landed her the number one spot
among her fellow seniors, which
at last count totaled 330 students.
“Education is everywhere to
me,” the number one senior said.
“Even when I'm at home relaxing
and watching TV, I always learn
something new from somewhere.
Everyone earns an education
in some way, and not always in
the formal school setting. I can
honestly say that it takes a special
kind of person to go to school
and learn because not everyone
can do it. Everyone needs and
deserves to get some sort of education, whether it be academic or

trade related, because you can't
get far in the world without it.”
This valedictorian hasn’t done
it all herself, though; she admits to
having a great support system.
“I can't say that all of my
success is because of me because
plenty of people have helped me
in various ways,” the future University of Chicago freshman said. “My
family, of course, supported all of
my outside endeavors as well as
academic pursuits. My mother, in
particular, placed invisible pressure
on me that I sometimes hated but
took in stride. Within the school,
I mostly had to seek out any additional help I needed, which I
guess was a contribution to my
strong independence. But overall,
my own determination got me
here, because no one's ever had
to force me to do anything.”
Identifying her next move
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Washington ends tenure at MP,
takes principalship of Texas school

P

INSIDEE
INSID

Senior Tyja Burns with State
Representative Ken Dunkin
during a field trip to the state
capital last month. (Photo
courtesy of Ms. Faith Pledger)

School
News »

reparing to travel at 5:45
a.m. is not in our typical
day’s plan, but May 21, 2013 was
different. A group of 47 students
on an advocacy team from
Morgan Park High School bound
for Springfield met with preselected lawmakers on the issues
of Gun Control, Chicago public
school closings, teen violence and
Leave No Child Inside (raising
awareness of the need for children
to enjoy outdoor, natural spaces).
Armed with information gathered in preparing position papers
on the aforementioned topics and
dozens of questions, we boarded
the bus with enthusiasm and a
sincere desire to be heard. All
of the issues were important, but
gun control, by far, was the most
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IBMYP recognizes students
at awards ceremony. P6

MP hosts
special Career
Day. P12

Staff members honor Assistant Principal Remy Washington with t-shirts spelling out in green
lettering “WE LOVE U, REMY” at last month’s Staff Development meeting. The principal,
Dr. Carolyn Epps, and Washington officially announced that the assistant principal would be
leaving for a principalship at a charter school in Texas.
By Maggie West
and Maya James

A

fter spending most
of her life as a
Mustang, assistant principal
Remy Washington will soon

Features »

Special
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be leaving Morgan Park High
School, as she has accepted an
offer to be principal at a K-12
school in Dallas, Texas.
Many were torn when they
first heard the official news earlier
last month.

Sports »

Boys baseball Public
League runner up. P15

“My emotions are mixed
because I’m sad to see her
go,” English teacher Gerald
Winston said. “She was one
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Being a Chicagoan means less with more body bags
By Maryah Person
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nother killing in the city
of Chicago; it seems to
happen nearly everyday. A man
was shot and killed last Tuesday
afternoon in the 11600 block
of South Vincennes Avenue. It
was reported that the initially

unnamed victim was shot in the
back.
Later, it was learned that this
latest murder victim was Morgan
Park alumnus Jajuan Lewis, Class
of 2009. He was close to many
current senior students; his tragic
death has left many teachers and
students speechless.

VOICE CONCERNS
continued from page 1

emotionally charged issue for our
group. With most of our student
body coming from the southwest
side of Chicago, teen deaths
involving guns is not a new reality
for us. For the past several years,
we have lost students to senseless murders in the streets.
Contrary to popular belief,
the deaths do not become easier
to take each year, nor should the
loss of human life ever become
an issue that we become desensitized to. Instead their deaths
raise questions of how to make
the violence stop and how we as
individuals can destroy the roots
of this ever growing problem.
During our visit, we met with
State Senator Emil Jones III, State
Representative Monique Davis,
State Representative Marcus
Evans, and State Representative
Kenneth Dunkin. Although we addressed three of the four issues we
started with, we did not discuss all
issues with each lawmaker.
The problem of gun control
by far was the most controversial
and evoked the deepest of emotions. With the discussion of the
fatal shooting of one of our senior

students, Tyrone Lawson, tears
flowed among some of the students
as they presented their impassioned pleas for stricter gun control
measures. This death, his death, was
personal, one of our own. Given the
fact that the United States Constitution protects the rights of citizens to
own and bear arms, our Sen. Jones
offered support in his belief of restricting those rights by limiting the
number of clips on a weapon.
Although, the guns will still
be out there and, unfortunately,
used to take the lives of others, a
dialogue has begun and one that
places responsibility on all of us,
not just lawmakers. We have got
to take back our own communities, examine and address the
reasons why people kill
Was this trip worth while?
We think so! If nothing else, we
learned that other teens and our
lawmakers have not become
desensitized to the value of human life. It is from this important
perspective that we must work urgently on solutions to the violence
with gun in our communities. This
we do for all of the Tyrones, Taylors, Trevors, and Haydiyas.

Morgan Park High School
1744 West Pryor Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60643
Dr. Carolyn Epps, Principal
Remy Washington, Assistant Principal
EMPEHI News is a student publication of Morgan
Park High School whose goal is to inform the
student body as to school news, as well as local,
national, and world issues. The views expressed in
the editorials are not necessarily those of Morgan
Park High School. The views in columns, reviews
and commentaries are those only of the writers.
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“I lost my appetite when I
heard that it was Juan,” athletic
director Adrian Burrage said,
referring to the former varsity
football team member. “It’s parents burying their children every
week.”
Just the week prior, a
15-year-old boy died after being

shot in the face, according to
reports. The gruesome shooting
happened Thursday night near
86th and Ashland in the Auburn
Gresham neighborhood. Authorities believe the shooting was
gang-related.
Despite all the violence,
shootings are actually down con-

siderably from Chicago’s all-time
highs in 1974 (970 murders) and
1992 (943); in 2012 there were
516 murders in the City of Big
Shoulders.
But where does that number
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Diploma program students
earn recognition, special scholarship
T
he International
Baccalaureate
Diploma program (IB),
coordinated by Morgan
Mudron, held their annual
awards ceremony which
recognized student
achievement in all core
courses, plus a special
scholarship winner was named.
The IB student of the
year was both Bria Brown and
Janae Meaders who were tied
for the top spot.
Kayla Moore was named
the Hill Family Scholarship
recipient, the first student who
has been given the honor.
Parents Reginald and
Kimberly Hill, who sponsor
the scholarship, put all three
of their daughters through
MP’s IB program (Sarah, C/O
’08; Marcella ’10; Dorsey ’12)
and who are now in highlyselective colleges decided
to support the program. The
couple provide an annual
$1000 to fund various activities
offered in the school’s IB program, plus an additional $1000
scholarship to an IB senior who
shows the most academic and
personal growth. But the Hill’s
generosity was extended this
year with two additional award

IB student Michelle Givens shows
off her certificate for Most Improved
(French), presented to her by IB
coordinator Morgan Mudron. Inset:
Kayla Moore, the first recipient of the
Hill Family Scholarship. (Photos by
Patrick Foggs)
winners who received $100 each.
Other award-winners include
Gregory Mason (Best Overall
in English), Kenyatta Stevenson
(Most Improved in English), Bria
Brown and Kayla Moore (Best
Overall in Spanish), Christian
Reed (Most Improved in Spanish),
Brandon Hoskins (Best Overall in
French), Michelle Givens (Most Improved in French), Janae Meaders
(Best Overall in History), Christian
Reed (Most Improved in History),

Bria Brown (Best Overall in
Biology), Joshua Harris (Most
Improved in Biology), Evangulamette Richards (Best Overall
in Math Studies), Clayton Smith
(Most Improved in Math Studies), Blessing Ikoro (Best Overall
in Visual Arts), Christian Reed
(Most Improved in Visual Arts),
Janae Meaders (Best Overall
in Theory of Knowledge), and
Christian Reed (Most Improved
in Theory of Knowledge).

Students
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month

Reporters (2nd period)
Khalil Brakes, William Bronson, Davon Brown, Erika Calhoun, Jamie Chester,
Keira Crouse, Makayla Curtis, Kyle Davis, Jackie Dempsey, Jerome Fuller, Brianna
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Students of the Month (March/April): Kyier Reynolds and Eden Strong (7th); David
Street and April Cruz (8th), Shayvonna Cowens (at right), LaShaun Franklin, and
Jameah Lawson (freshmen); and Ollie O’Kelley (sophomore). Each month, teachers
are asked to submit a brief narrative to nominate a student for the honor. Nominees
are expected to consistently improve their work, have a good work ethic, good
attendance, and have no discipline issues. (Photos by Maurice Stevenson)
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beyond MP started last year.
“I'm attending the University of Chicago
with a full ride in the fall,” Moore said. “I
really only started thinking about college my
junior year, and I fell in love with the university
almost immediately. I'm intending to study
biological sciences and theater, which I know
sounds weird, but they're the two subjects
that I'm most interested in. One represents
practicality, and one represents passion.”
While at MP, she did more than just go to
class and study.
“I started off my freshman year and went
on to be a library assistant for four years, part
of the knitting club, an NHS member, president
of the drama club, captain of the Majestics, and
exec board member of SIS,” Moore said.
Although many students claim that being
a top student is virtually impossible, Moore
says that they can do it, but it takes effort and
being personable.
“Underclassmen should realize that they
need to have some sort of ambition in life, for
whatever goal, and that it’s best to keep your
future in mind of it,” she said. “In a general
sense, underclassmen should know that the
best thing to have is a good relationship with
the staff; that's teachers, security guards,
counselors--everyone. Adults are very willing
to help respectful and grateful students.”

Bria

BROWN

02

Janae

05

Noelle

08

Ravyn

5.1905 GPA*
Duke University
“My advice to the underclassmen
would be to not get tangled up in
the drama...keep their heads on
straight and stay focused.”

Blessing

IKORO

4.9444 GPA*
University of Missouri at Columbia
“You will be so tired and weary senior year, so work hard while there
is not as much stress on you.”

MEADERS

03

Sydney

06

Kinara

09

Tyona

5.1311 GPA*
University of Chicago
“Take advantage of all the opportunities that the school has to offer.
Not just academic, but the fun stuff,
as well.”

KLYCE

4.9355 GPA*
American Musical and Dramatic
Academy (Los Angeles)
“Without knowledge, a person is
weak and vulnerable to the unjust
attacks of society.”

Patterson

04

4.9754 GPA*
University of Illinois--Urbana
“[My mom] has constantly pushed
me to strive to be my best even
when I began to doubt myself.”

07

BYRD

4.8525 GPA*
Fisk University
“As of today, you can barely hold
a minimum wage job with a high
school diploma. I put my education
first, above all.”

Salutatorian Bria Brown
Next in line, Brown has also strived to
earn excellent grades and show talent in-andout of the classroom. She exhibits a passion
for learning that far too many students lack.
“I attribute my success to my drive just
to want to do my best in everything that I
do,” she said. “I would not be where I am if
it wasn’t for God on my side and for the support from my family. There has been a lot of
hard work put into my high school career, and
I am just glad that I made it to the end.”
Brown, an Academic Center and International Baccalaureate Diploma Program

Please turn to page 6 for
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Mya

JONES

4.8525 GPA*
Spelman College
“Morgan Park has really become
my second home. My greatest
moments in my life have been acquired from my time at MP.”

HICKERSON

4.805 GPA*
Spelman College
“Education is very significant to me
and my family because we realized
that without it, many opportunities
would vanish.”

Another Mustang named assistant principal
By Deante Thomas

N

ot long
after the
announcement that the
current assistant principal
was leaving MP for
another school district
in another state, staff
Gail Tennial, the new members learned that
the position would be
assistant principal,
filled by another longshown here at the
time staff member.
senior prom Friday
Gail Tennial, who
night.
has worked in the private
sector before putting in 24 years for Chicago Public
Schools, has accepted the AP position, offered to her
by the principal, Dr. Carolyn Epps. The announcement was made to staff via an email sent last Friday.
Although 25 people showed interest in the position, Tennial stood out, according to Dr. Epps.
“Her passion for educational excellence and
love for MPHS and desire to improve it [led to the
offer],” the principal said.
After working in human resources in corporate
for 10 years, Tennial started her career in education
as a substitute teacher, then a cadre, all while she

was working on her teaching certification.
She first arrived at Morgan Park in 1994 when
she was offered an English position, teaching
mainly freshmen and sophomores.
In 2001, Tennial became the International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program (IBMYP) coordinator; the MP program was authorized a year later.
Seeking an administrative career was not
something that she had long sought.
“I don’t know if I actually realized that I wanted
to be an administrator,” Tennial said. “My initial
goal was to go back to school and get my doctorate in African American studies, but instead I just
did the administrative certificate.”
Tennial didn’t anticipate the availability of a
position opening here at Morgan Park to happen at
the same time of her certification, which was only
finalized earlier last month.
Now the search will begin to fill the IBMYP coordinator role, one that seeks a highly-qualified candidate.
“It has to be someone that is extremely detailoriented and able to multi-task,” Tennial said.
“They have to plan and prepare the students for
the personal project, as well as getting the teachers trained for the program and keep up with the
various changes of the program and be able to deal
with all the other stuff that’s going on.”

GOLDEN

4.7795 GPA*
Stanford University
Declined to comment

10

*Weighted GPA based on SY 2012-2013
First Semester calculations.

French students present language skills

French students Justin
Grissett, Beverly Ellison,
and Clayton Smith
introduce various colors,
while (right) Kiara Jenkins
and Samaria Byers
introduce the alphabet.

I

nternational
Baccalaureate (IB)
juniors and seniors who
are in the French language
component of the program
held their third annual
presentation to demonstrate
their fluency in the language.
“Each year we do some-

thing different, but it is always
written and directed by the
students with very little input
from me,” said teacher and coordinator of the event, Bethany
Watson. “Although it can be an
arduous task, the students who
really invest in the project enjoy
themselves in the end.”
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WASHINGTON
continued from page 1

heck of an administrator; she did
great things here. [But] I’m also
happy that she’s getting an opportunity to do what she really loves to
do, which is run her own school.”
Washington has accepted
the principalship at Uplift Peak
Preparatory in the Lone Star State.
However, this charter school, which
opened in 2005, has more than just
teenagers as its population.
“It’s kindergarten to high
school [12th grade], but I’ll be
principal over the high school,”
the newly-named principal said.
Her departure came as shock
to EMPEHI due to her many years
as being a wonderful administrator.
“I can’t think of why she’s
leaving, but since she didn’t get
the position she was applying for
here, or the powers that deemed
her unqualified--even though we

all know she is more than qualified--I would move on too and go
somewhere to get the respect that
is deserved,” Winston said. “ [I’ve
known Ms. Washington] well over
seven years. Our relationship is
very cordial with mutual respect.
I accept someone who is a strong
leader and is willing to work with
the staff, not just coming in being
a dictator, just barking out orders.
[Administrators] shouldn’t degrade
us, they should work with us.”
During May, various rumors
circulated around the school, with
suggesting the new principal,
Dr. Carolyn Epps, fired Washington; however, that was quickly
dispelled.
“[The rumor] is not true,”
Washington said. “I think when
originally Dr. Epps was interviewing for the position, many

questions were geared towards
will you keep the current administration,” Washington said. “She
said she would probably evaluate the position...so I think there
has always been speculation that
she wouldn’t keep me, but in all
the time she has given me a fair
opportunity to demonstrate my
talent and ability for the school.”
Immediately after it was
learned that the assistant principal
position would be available, Dr.
Epps announced that she would
be accepting applications to fill
the spot. She opened the search
and sought input from the Local
School Council (LSC) and others
from the school community.
“I’m expecting [candidated]
to embrace the Morgan Park climate and culture and philosophy,”
Principal Epps said. “I’m expecting

them to work very hard to help us
improve our school staff.”
Upwards of 25 interested
candidates expressed interest
in the position, according to the
principal. Then, last Friday, Dr.
Epps announced in a mass email
to the staff that veteran teacher
and International Baccalaureate
Middle Years Program (IBMYP) coordinator Gail Tennial was offered
the position and accepted.
Although many days had
their share of challenges, Washington has many fond memories.
“There have been to many
[good memories] here,” Washington said. “I definitely enjoyed the
boys winning state; I think that was
a pretty memorable experience.”
But every year had a particularly special moment.
“Every school year, when

I was a teacher and an administrator, [the most memorable
time] was usually the first day of
school,” she recalled. “I loved the
start of a new school year.”
Not surprisingly, the longtime Mustang is excited about
the new opportunity, but it’s filled
with uncertainty with such a big
move.
“Leaving is really bittersweet,” she said. “I haven’t
packed anything in my office. I
don’t know if I’ll be able to really
do that because, in my heart, I
don’t want to go. It’s going to be
really hard. Yes, it’s a great opportunity, but [MP] is what I know.
This is where I’ve been for the last
eight years, and it’s really scary.
I’m moving to a new place, new
job, and I know no one, when I
feel like this is my family.”

Assistant principal knows MP as student, teacher, administrator
By Morgan Williams
and Markee Williams

A

lthough many know
assistant principal Remy
Washington as an administrator,
she has actually had a long

association with Morgan Park
High School, going as far back as
1991. However, it all comes to an
end this month, as she will make a
long trek to take on a new role, at
a new school, in a new state.
Washington was recruited in

early January and later offered a
position as principal of a charter
high school in Dallas, Texas.
She expressed how tough it
would be leave her family, friends,
and her ideally located downtown
apartment behind in Chicago.

Washington began her
journey here in 1991 as a seventh
grader in the Academic Center.
After graduating from eighth
grade, she continued her high
school education at Morgan Park
and graduated in 1997.

Mustangs say they will miss Washington
By Brittney McMillion
and Brianna Daniels

L

et’s be honest:
Students and many of
the graduating seniors were
surprised and confused as to
why such a great administrator
as assistant principal Remy
Washington won’t be a part of
Morgan Park any longer.
Earlier last month, students and staff learned that
Washington was offered a
principalship at a Texas charter
school, a position that she had
sought not long after she was
appointed to assistant principal to former administrator Dr.
Beryl Shingles.

Some students are really happy for her and her future
endeavor, but also saddened that
she’s leaving the MP family.
“I feel like it was a better
opportunity for her,” senior Kharai
Bailey said. “...It was a good
choice for her to leave and accept
a better job.”
Many are genuinely happy
for her and know that she deserves it.
“I feel like Ms. Washington
leaving was the best decision for
her, personally; she couldn’t be
the principal here, but now she’s a
principal in another state,” junior
Jada Long said.
Washington has also become
really close with much of the staff
during her years as a student, a

math teacher, and and administrator at MP.
“I feel that, for Ms. Washington, it’s an awesome opportunity
for her to continue to develop her
leadership skills, but it’s a great
loss for MP because she led the
school,” said International Baccalaureate Middle Years (IBMYP)
coordinator Gail Tennial.
The coordinator also expressed regret that after many
years of association with Chicago
Public Schools (CPS), Washington
was now ending her journey at MP.
“I’m not shocked, but I am
disappointed,” Tennial said. “I
feel that the school system she’s
going to is gaining a great prospect and CPS is losing one.”
Seniors are kind of happy

that it’s their last year when
Washington decided to leave
and that they got the chance
to meet and get to her know,
but sad that she can’t guide
the new students who are
coming in to MP.
“Ms. Washington’s leaving
is a very lamentable feeling,”
senior Kailani Harris said. “It is
very surprising, it caught many
of us off guard. Ms. Washington has been at Morgan Park
for a really long time; the student body respects and loves
her. I think her leaving MP at
the end of the year is going
to be a bittersweet time, but
I hope she goes somewhere
where they appreciate her just
as we did.”

She was a part of the bowling
team and recalled having a lot of
friends. She even recalls having
some the same teachers that still
work here today.
"Well, I remember having Mr.
[James] Adduci and Mr. [Santos]
Marchan," Washington said, "as
well as Mr. [Gerald] Moore; he
was my KEY Club sponsor."
Moore, now the data and
curriculum coordinator, described
how Washington has been a wonderful colleague and her absence
will be felt. What about her will he
miss the most?
“Everything,” Moore said
sharply. “I’ll miss her ability for
leading you to find the solution
for any problem or question you
ask her. Instead of quickly giving
the solution, she’ll let you figure
out what needs to be done, allowing you to think long range
about the consequences of one
action over other and decide on
the best action to take.”
Gail Tennial, the International
Baccalaureate coordinator, believes that wherever Washington
goes, she will excel as a leader.
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much of washington’s life
was spent as a Mustang

7th grader in the
Academic Center
program (1992
yearbook)

Senior graduation
photo (1997
yearbook)

Newly hired math
teacher (EMPEHI
News, Oct. 2005)

Assistant principal
(2011 Yearbook)

Assistant principal
(2013 Yearbook)
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Black Girls Rock celebrates empowerment
By Carline Uwajeh

S

assy Intellectual
Sisters (SIS) held their
third annual Black Girls Rock
celebration last month, which
featured a special assembly in the
auditorium.
The purpose of the week was
to promote unity, girl empowerment, showcase talents and
accomplishments of female students, and honor staff members,
according to SIS and program
sponsor Kandice Morgan.
Approximately 275 individual
girls and associated organizations
(including SIS, pom-pon, and
Immaculate Models) participated
in in the program in Blackwelder
Hall. Some of the talents featured included poetry, modeling,
dancing, singing, plus a number
of awards were given to students
and staff.
Black Girls Rock is a week to
express your inner-self; the idea
came from BET, the popular cable
station. Class of 2011 graduate
Tatiyerra Spurlock helped Morgan
develop the idea by showcasing
young black women and teachers.
For this Black Girls Rock
celebration, an assembly was
held for young women to perform
various talents in front of selected
classes.

(Clockwise from above) Former and present Mustangs conduct a “girl talk”
discussion during the Black Girls Rock assembly. Pom-pon team performs a routine.
Senior Alandra Oglesby dances for the guests. IMAC members put on a special
modeling scene. Junior Shelena Martin with her award and certificate. The principal,
Dr. Carolyn Epps, is given an award presented by Imani Strong and Cashmere
Cozart. (Photos by Richard Chandler Jr.)

LONG HISTORY WITH MP
continued from page 4

“I believe that she is an
exceptional administrator,” the
coordinator said. “She has a lot of
skills and gifts that she can bring
to any high school.”
Washington returned to the
halls of MP as a math teacher in
September 2005. She was one
of 25 new teachers who were
hired that year, one of the largest
groups of instructors needed for
vacant positions in at least the
last 15 years. Few teachers remain
from that hiring spree, but the six
who do include Joseph Christensen (Math), Yonakish McGhee
(English), Darlene Pollard (Special
Education), Maya Patel (English),
Jacyln Thornton (Math), and
Bethany Watson (French).
At the time, with help from
the Golden Apple Teacher
Program, Washington applied to
13 schools, but after not hearing
from Morgan Park, she went on to
accept a position offered to her at
Hirsch Metropolitan High School.
After becoming committed
to Hirsch, Dr. Beryl Shingles, then
the principal of Morgan Park,
rang Washington and asked her
to interview once again. She was
hired.
“It felt great to come back
because I felt like I was teaching
children who were like me and
who had my same story,” Washington said.
Then, with administrative
aspirations, the math teacher
applied for the second available
assistant principal spot, and was
accepted in January 2011.
When Dr. Shingles and assistant principal Deborah Carter
decided to leave the Morgan Park
family for South Shore International Baccalaureate College
Preparatory in May 2011, they left
Washington to handle both the
duties of assistant principal and

principal.
“Having to jump in, and I really only had three months of assistant principal-type experience,
it was a little scary,” Washington
said. “I just thought ‘alright,
I’m going to do what needs to
be done until we get an official
‘somebody’.”
However, Washington has
surely had her fair share of challenges regarding her quest to
become that official ‘somebody’
of MP.
She explained how it was a
frustrating process to try and get
onto the eligibility list for Chicago Public Schools, especially
since she felt as though she was
more than capable of taking on
the duties that come with being
principal.
“I never had the thought
that I could not do the job,” the
assistant principal said. “I felt like
I had to prove myself to everyone
else that thought I could not do
it. It was frustrating especially to
go to Dallas and go through a
similar process and have them
like everything about me that CPS
did not.”
In Dallas, Washington will
become principal, or school director as the position is titled, of
Uplift Peak Preparatory. She will
be in charge of the high school
students component of the K-12
charter school. There are a total
of 1063 students enrolled at
Uplift, which currently enjoys an
“exemplary” accountability rating
(2011).
“I hope that students
understand that this is a great
opportunity for me to be a school
leader and to change the lives
of children,” Washington said.
“There is no question in my mind
that I am a Mustang forever and I
love our students here.”

IB students get day away before testing
By Richard Chandler Jr.

B

efore kicking off a
challenging threeweek period of intense testing
earlier last month, International
Baccalaureate (IB) students
were given a “free day” in an
effort to relax so they aren’t
cramming for the exams.
IB students face a battery
of 12 different two-hour written
exams that cap off two years of
hard work, so they’ve earned

the one-day break, according to IB
coordinator Morgan Mudron.
“This group has shown so
much growth since freshman
year,” she said. “The IB class acts
as a family, but events like this
bring all groups together.”
During the free day, which is
spent at the Catholic Youth Ministry Center, typically known as
the “Blue House,” IB students get
a chance to get away from the
rigors of preparing for the highstakes testing, and play games,

socialize, and eat pizza.
The day appears to have
worked out as planned.
“[We had] a lot of fun,”
senior Lisa Barbee said. “We
were able to really connect
with the senior IB class. Usually
you’re separated, but today I
was able to see everyone and
their personality.”
She added that all seniors
should get this type of special day.
“It is a real bonding experience,” Barbee said.

IB Free Day highlights: (top left, clockwise) Senior IB students Blessing Ikoro, Darvia
Okoroigwe, Tyrin Wages, and Christian Reed dig in at the buffet table provided during the IB
Free Day held at the Catholic Youth Ministry Center (the “Blue House”). Yah, pizza! Renetta
Stamps, Gregory Mason, Sierra Lucas, and IB coordinator Morgan Mudron cut in to some
Barracco’s during lunch. IB members hand out on the rear porch of the Blue House. Senior
Bria Brown and other IB students dig deep into their childhood during a game of Red Light,
Green Light. (Photos by Richard Chandler Jr.)
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IBMYP recognizes successful students at ceremony
T
he International
Baccalaureate Middle
Years Program (IBMYP) students
had their annual pinning
ceremony, held in the newlyrenovated Blackwelder Hall,
on Friday, May 10. The IBMYP
teachers awarded students based
on academic achievements
throughout the year.
There were a total of 92
MYP students, and of them, 58
sophomores completed the rigorous program. Of them, 57 will be
continuing on in the IB Diploma
Program, while the others will
be taking advanced placement
classes in the fall. Last year, a
much smaller group took part--22
sophomores completed the program with 15 continuing on in IB.
Of this year’s successful
group, one particular student who
stood out was AmyLynn Nelson
who was named MYP Student of
the Year. She was given the highest award in the program based
on her high scores in all criteria of
the IBMYP curriculum.
“I felt proud of my academic
accomplishments,” Nelson said.
“It seemed like parts of my work
were finally paying off.”
It took significant effort for
the sophomore to achieve what
she has, plus help from others.
“I attribute my success to
the work I have put it,” she said.
“I am grateful for my supportive
family and those who have led me
in education and development.”
Nelson added, “I would like
to thank my parents most of all.
They have supported me and
given me a foundation for my
becoming a lifelong learner. I also
appreciate the educators and
mentors who have valued my contributions today and tomorrow.”
But the academic road isn’t
ending for the MYP student, as
she has decided to continue on
into the International Baccalaureate Diploma program.
“I appreciate the goals and
encouragements of IB, along with
its thorough preparation for college and our future,” Nelson said.
Overall, the program’s coordinator, Gail Tennial, was generally happy looking back at the
accomplishments made--but it

Renovation
project
nears
finish line
By Kenneth Greenlaw
and William Bronson

(Left) IBMYP coordinator Gail Tennial places a medallion on
sophomore AmyLynn Nelson after announcing that she was
selected as the IBMYP Student of the Year during last month’s
annual ceremony. (Above) The principal, Dr. Carolyn Epps,
congratulates sophomore Nikayla Harrell for earning the IBMYP
Highest Certificate. (Photos by Brittney McMillion)

International Baccalaureate Middle Years Program graduates: (first row) Gail
Tennial (IBMYP coordinator, AmyLynn Nelson, Khyla Terry, Taylor Stamps, Andrea Alcantar, and
Gabrielle Holland; (second row) Taylor Free, Shontierra Anderson, Candice Klyce, Mekah Jordan,
Jasmine Oatis, and Marcel Leverette; (third row) E’ssence McNabb, Johnathan McLin. Bobbi
McSwine, NiKayla Harrell, and Necole Stokes; (fourth row) Octavia Coats, Christian Barnes,
Kenneth Trotter, Oshana Goodrum; (fifth row) Brandon Parks, Samaiya Baker, Victoria Jones,
Tahja Shabazz, and Julian King; (sixth row) Monia Robinson, Brenae Scott, Yasmin Burnett, and
Jasmine Reynolds. (Photo by Brittney McMillion)
wasn’t easy.
“This year has been a challenge,” she said. “Our IBMYP
group was large and the Personal Project process proved to

be our biggest challenge; just
the coordination of supervisors,
etc. In spite of this, our students
fared exceptionally well in all
categories. We are still working

on ways to encourage students
to understand the significance of
community and service as IB students. Overall, this year has been
rewarding for students.”

F

or the students
and teachers who
had to deal with dust all
in the class rooms and in
the hallways, construction
workers toiling throughout
the building for the past 12
months, the end is near.
The approximately $23
million project is expected
to be essentially complete
with by the middle of July,
according to Joe Pagone,
project superintendent for
FH Paschen construction
which is in charge of the
project.
During the remainder
of the school year and half
of the summer, workmen
will be wrapping up the
final details. “We will be 99
percent done with everything by the middle of
July,” Pagone said.
One of the last major
assignments includes
the much-anticipated air
conditioning system, which
is now in the final stages of
installation.
“As of now, workers
are are installing the cooling towers on the south
side of the building, and
once that is complete,
landscaping will be placed
around there,” Pagone
said. “And once everything is connected, they
will test and balance it in
every room, which will be
completed no later by the
middle of July.”
Beyond that, there

Please turn to page 11 for

WORK NEARS
COMPLETION

TOP TEN CONTINUED
continued from page 3

(IB) member, has also worked with other
groups, including the book club, knitting
club, MySpace4Christ, National Honor Society, and has written for IB Buzz, a column
published in the school newspaper.
Taking her education seriously wasn’t
just an effort to get good grades, the future Duke University freshman said.
“Education is important to me
because it is an outlet for me to better
myself,” Brown said, who added she will
be a psychology major at Duke. “It is a way
for me to strengthen my weaknesses and
to refine my strengths. Education allows
me to increase my knowledge and to take
control of the pathway of my learning.”
In order for remaining Mustangs to follow in her footsteps, Brown advises them
to avoid obvious problems.
“My advice to the underclassmen
would be to not get tangled up in the
drama that may be around you so that they
can keep their heads on straight and stay
focused,” she said. “Also, I would advise
them not to procrastinate because it only
leads to them digging a hole for themselves that they might not be able to get
out of. Lastly, I would advise them not to

be afraid to be knowledgeable and educated because it can take them far.”

Number 3, Janae Meaders
Meaders, the third-ranked senior, plans
to attend the University of Chicago, majoring in international studies and a minor in
public policy. Her academic goal for high
school was set out for her on Day One.
“My story is simple: On the first day
of school, freshman year, my mom told
be very casually that I had to graduate in
the top ten, and that I couldn’t be number
ten,” she said, “so I did.”
Meaders, like many in the top ten,
started at MP not four years ago, but six, after entering the Academic Center program
in seventh grade. It was then she made a
name for herself in an extracurricular activity.
“My time at MP has been an interesting journey,” she said. “I joined debate in
eighth grade as an AC student, and it was
the most challenging and rewarding activity
I’ve done throughout high school. Now that
I’m leaving, I think my career in debate over
the last five years will be what I remember
the most...and maybe spirit week sophomore
year when my friend dressed up like Madea.”

Not surprisingly, the long-time debater
suggests that other students get more
involved in what MP offers.
“Take advantage of all the opportunities that the school has to offer,” she said.
“Not just academic, but the fun stuff, as
well. And don’t think you can cram all of
the high school experience into junior and
senior year; pace yourself in your academics and in your social life.”
Learning is also something that too
few take for granted, Meaders said.
“Education to me is a key that can
open any door, if you have it,” she said. “I
have always believed that there is nothing
more valuable in the long term than having
a sound education behind your goals.”

Number 4, Sydney Patterson
Ranking fourth in the Senior Class,
Patterson, another AC grad and IB student,
plans to attend University of Illinois at Urbana/Champaign, and is excited about the
opportunity to “try something new.”
This athletic senior has long been associated with the cheerleading and softball
teams, but also volleyball, NHS, and is currently the vice president of Senior Board.

She attributes much of her success to
one important family member: her mother.
“[My mom] has constantly pushed me
to strive to be my best even when I began
to doubt myself,” Patterson said. “I also
owe my success to my friends. In IB, you
really need your friends to keep you motivated because there are times when the
program becomes too overwhelming.”
Patterson recognizes that students
can’t wait until senior year to get their act
together; by then it’s too late.
“My advice to the underclassmen is
to take the first three years of high school
seriously, so that when you get to your
senior year you can relax without the fear
of not graduating,” she said. “Also, for the
IB juniors and seniors of next year, do not
procrastinate. Life in the program will be so
much easier if you do not wait until the last
minute to complete assignments.”

Number 5, Blessing Ikoro
Rounding out the top five is Ikoro
who is planning to attend the University of
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ROTC award ceremony features command change, special guest
By Kaylin Horvath

T

he JROTC program
held its final
ceremony of the year last
month, distributing awards
for various accomplishments
and announcing the change of
command for next school year.
During the award ceremony held in Blackwelder Hall,
JROTC members were given
various awards and certificates,
including Superior Cadet,
SOAR, FOPA, the American
Veterans Award, and others.
Special guest retired U.S.
Marine Col. Buckley spoke to
the cadets about the importance of the JROTC program.
To close out the event, the
formal change of command
was held, where the sergeant
major (Justin Grissett, who will
be the executive officer, or XO,
next year) gives the JROTC
flag to the current battalion
commander C/LTC Alante
Davis, who then hands it to
Senior Army Instructor (SAI)
Col. Casey, thus giving up his
command. The SAI then gives
the flag to the 2013-2014 Battalion Commander Kiara Faniel
who then returns the flag to
the sergeant major for safekeeping.

JROTC awards ceremony
highlights: (far left,
clockwise) Col. Casey
congratulates Curtis
Mitchell for Battalion
Logistics Officer; American
Veterans Award winners
Kamari Moore, Breanna
Hayden, Kenesha Thigpen,
Natasha Mayden, standing
with Col. Casey; Battalion
Commander Alante Davis
relinquishes command
by giving the JROTC flag
to Col. Casey, who then
hands it to new Battalion
Commander Kiara Faniel.
(Photo by Jeremiah
Sanders)
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Honor
society
inductees
named
T

he school’s chapter of
National Honor Society,
sponsored by new teacher Kevin
Homan, has announced its new
members. A formal induction
ceremony will be held in the fall.
NHS is the nation’s premier
organization established to recognize outstanding high school
level students who have demonstrated excellence in the areas of
scholarship, leadership, service,
and character.
Sophomores: Kristina M.
Echols (561), Marcellus Freeman
(561), Kerry Jones (561), John Batiest (563), Shontierra Anderson (564),
Tayler Free (565), Necole Stokes
(565), Gabriela Lacy (570), Chardae
Capler (572); Juniors: Susan Kirklin
(461), Richard Chandler Jr. (461),
Dakota Reid (464), Yerre’Ellen Patton (465), Lydia Moore (465), Moriah
McCurdy (475), Maggie West (475),
Jennifer Gardner (466); Seniors:
Jasmine Bennet (361), Krystina Robinson (361), Ravyn Hickerson (363),
Camille Terry (365), Carline Uwajeh
(366), Rayale Morris (362), Maye
Stewart (366), Mya Jones (363),
Imani Strong (363), and Ar’Shale
Huggins.

continued from page 6

Missouri at Columbia. She credits
spirituality for her achievements.
“I attribute all of my success
to God,” she said, “because I
never really felt smart in grammar
school and being at the top was
only by the grace of God.”
Ikoro, who participated on the
soccer and tennis teams, MySpace4Christ, and the knitting club,
credits her parents for supporting
her in her future endeavors.
“My parents are paying for all
of [college], and I feel I owe it to
them to get a good degree and
a good job,” she said, “so that I
can take care of them when they
are older.”
Ikoro advises the underclassmen not to wait to focus on getting good grades.
“Start off as strong as you
can,” she said. “I started slacking off in my last few years, but
because I started strong, I was
barely affected GPA-wise. Also,
you will be so tired and weary senior year, so work hard while there
is not as much stress on you.”

tant a good education is, especially to those who are powerful
and influential.
“Education makes you
stronger,” Klyce said. “Without
knowledge, a person is weak and
vulnerable to the unjust attacks of
society. Educated people always
end up on top of the world--at
least most of them.”
In what seems to be a recurring message, the number six
senior says that underclassmen
should never put off what they
can do today.
“Whatever you do, don’t
procrastinate,” Klyce said. “When
students get assignments that
they feel are hard, they will put
the assignments off until later.
Later on, they realize that it wasn’t
that bad and could have been
completed earlier.”
She added, “Also, choose
your friends wisely. Friends that
are willing to study with you and
help you achieve your goals in
school are important in the high
school experience.”

Number 6, Noelle Klyce

Number 7, Kinara Byrd

This motivated-senior also
has a flair for the dramatic, in the
arts, that is. Klyce will attend the
American Musical and Dramatic
Academy in Los Angeles, and
plans to earn a bachelor’s degree
in the performing arts with a concentration in acting. Her interest
became more apparent as she
has been an active participant
with drama club, but also has
worked with the “Yarniacs,” the
school’s knitting club.
Klyce credits God with her
success.
“He has given me the
knowledge and the endurance to
achieve my top ten success and
obtain good grades,” she said.
She also knows how impor-

Byrd is going to attend Fisk
University and will major in nursing, saying she wants to enter
the medical field to “work with
individuals hands-on to help them
get better and save lives.”
She’s experienced many
emotions as a Mustang, starting
back in the AC program.
“My experience at Morgan
Park was fun, exciting, stressful,
frustrating and insightful,” the
number seven senior said. “Since
[junior high], I have participated in
basketball, softball, public health
club, peer jury, [been the] basketball manager, National Honors
Society, and Senior Board.”
Byrd’s parents have been instrumental in helping her achieve.

“I must admit that personally I
am highly motivated and determined to succeed, but I salute my
mother for pushing me and checking to see if I’ve done my homework and more,” she said. “Also, I
salute my father for rewarding me
to keep up the good work.”
The NHS member also sees
the need for students to set their
sites above high school.
“As of today, you can barely
hold a minimum wage job with a
high school diploma,” Byrd said. “I
put my education first, above all.”
She added, “I advise you
underclassmen to stay focused and
put school first. You will have plenty
of time to do the other stuff later.
This is just beginning. It is never
too late to improve. If you are failing, find ways to get your grade
up, work harder. Also, don’t just
focus on your averages, try to learn
the material. Knowledge is power.
You never know, you may need to
know this stuff in the future.”

Number 8, Mya Jones
Jones is looking forward to
attending Spelman College; it’s
been her “dream school” since
her first visit, saying that she “automatically knew it was for me,
the atmosphere, the knowledge
of forming long-lived sisterly
bonds, as well as the Southern
hospitality.”
While some students may
form negative feelings about
school, Jones has had a completely different experience.
“Morgan Park has really
become my second home,” the
AC and IB student said. “My
greatest moments in my life have
been acquired from my time at
MP. Here, I have not only made
amazing friends, but friends that
can also be my family. Participating in volleyball since freshman

year, IB Buzz, SIS, Senior Board
recording secretary, and managing other teams, have all shaped
me to become a well-rounded
individual. It’s rewarding to have
seen myself grow, as the journey
was all but easy.”
Jones hopes that underclassmen will also take advantage of
all MP offers to make their time in
high school more fulfilling.
“I advise [underclassmen] to
have fun, make memories, and
keep your priorities in order,” she
said. “It’s difficult to actually understand that because the balance
between the books and the party
becomes tempting, but at the end
of the day what will open doors
for you in the future is what makes
all the difference. Also, just to wait
your turn in growing up. The time
will come to be out of MP because
the time seriously flies...and
remember everything is a learning
experience, good or bad.”
In order to make it into the
top ten, Jones has had many who
have pushed her along the way.
“My support system consists
of my first and second family-friends--are all who I can attribute to [my success,]” she said.
“At home I was always told to
keep going as many times as I
wanted to stop and drop it all.
The journey does become overwhelming, and my second family
made sure I stayed motivated,
looking for the bigger picture at
the end being graduation.”
Despite its challenges,
education has always been a “top
priority” for Jones.
“Although it can be intimidating,” she said, “it’s importance
holds as the foundation of possibly rewarding you with success
in the future.”

The 5th ranking senior, Hickerson has succeeded over the last six
years, starting in the AC in 2008.
“I began my experience here
with basketball while in the AC,”
she said, adding that she went
into the IB Middle Years Program
when she entered high school.
“During my high school experience, I was a part of yearbook [for
three years, this year becoming
editor-in-chief], newspaper [two
years], track and field manager
[boys team], and knitting club.”
In order to get to this point,
Hickerson has carefully weighed
academics with everything else.
“I attribute balance to my success in being a part of the top ten
because completing every aspect of
your academics, while still trying to
have a social life, calls for great time
management skill,” she said. “I attribute my parents and nerdy bunch
to my success, also; they supported
me from the very beginning.”
The future neuroscience
major, who will attend Spelman
College in the fall, highly values
education.
“Education is very significant
to me and my family because
we realized that without it, many
opportunities would vanish,”
Hickerson said. “For example, the
chance to be introduced to new
cultures and customs becomes
limited in a way without progressing in your education--that is,
unless you’re fortunate enough to
travel the world.”
Lastly, the soon-to-be Jaguar
says that it’s important to choose
your friends wisely.
“The key is to keep company
only with people who uplift you,”
she said, “whose presence calls
forth your best.”

Number 9, Ravyn Hickerson

Golden declined to comment.

Number 10, Tyona Golden
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I, Blessing Ikoro, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave my
love and center midfield position to my soccer pals Jada, Mia,
Vanity, Camille, Maya, Evie, and
all the new players. I leave all by
natural hair advice to Kayla Lee
and all my other naturalistas. I
leave my hugs to Ashley Hide and
Tyga for Keisha!
I, Bria Brown, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave my
patience to Timothy Mason to be
able to deal with everything that
goes on in Morgan Park for your
next three years here.
I, Rayale Morris, do hereby leave
my enthusiastic personality to
Richard Chandler Jr., my Rihanna
hairstyle to Mr. Majeske, and
my history mindframe to Kesha
Bracey.

The following were collected
by Makayla Curtis
I, Alethea Binion, of a sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
my encouraging words: Never
give up and stay focused because
getting off-focus may throw you
off, but in the end, you will find
your path.
I, Imani Strong, of sound, mind
and fabulosity, do hereby leave
my commitment and my heart to
my varsity volleyball and varsity
softball teams to play the game
as winners. Continue to kill your
competition. There is no better
team than your own. To Sydney
Elzey, I leave my jersey. Always
know that you are a leader, and
when wearing my jersey, you
are a winner as well. To Neshea
George, I leave my knee pads
and gym shoes so that next year
your hustle on the court will continue. To Kamisha Battles, I leave
my softball glove because you
have taken such good care of it
this past season. To Kayla Swope,
I leave my “pretty softballs.” Only
you understand how to never
grab an ugly softball; it’s bad luck.
To Maya James, I leave my blueand-white Easton bat, 33 inch;
take good care of it. To Kristalyn
Cooksey, I leave my heels. Don’t
hurt ‘em, but show them what you
got, sis, especially on that runway!
You are a diva; always remember
that. (I wish I could leave you my
glasses to see next year, LOL). To
my beautiful Sassy Intellectual Sisters, I leave my warm and fuzzes,
my spark and my sassiness. Carry
on all that we have done this year
into next year. The sisterhood
shall never die! Continue to love
each other and comfort each
other as the years continue. Jada
Long, I leave you my closet and
my weave, all of it. This year, I
can say you’ve taken good care
of my things, and now I can turn
it all over to you. That may be the
hardest thing I’ve ever done, but
I’ll be fine. J LOL. To River Bonds,
I leave my “regularness” because,
I mean, you can still be cute with
it. To Randi and Mariah, I leave
my confidence and my high spirits
and my twerkin’ ability. To my
favorite, Torry Johnson, I leave
my hugs. “Our son,” lil’ James,
and he gets my sport locker, LOL.
Nia Johnson, I leave you all of my
bandages! So that next year you
will have the strength not to get
hurt. To my little sister, Larie Tianna Strong, I leave my intelligence,
my laugh, and my makeup bag.
I’ve seen you grow so much this
year and turn into a mini-me. You
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are beautiful. I have had a special
connection with you all these past
years. I may not be here next year
but I know you all will do great.
Good luck next year, I’m outtie!
XOXOXOXO
I, Jasmyn Watkins, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
my beauty and attitude to my
wife, Jada! My jokes and silliness
from 8th period to Shaina. To
my “Itty Bitty Britty,” I leave my
style and my attitude to you. To
all of you ladies, I leave my love
and humbleness to you all. I have
grown to love each and every one
of you. XOXO, Muah!
I, Janae Meaders, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave my
debate responsibilities to Kaylyn
Willis. That includes the fun and
the headaches. To Mr. Colson, I
leave all my debate pens. To Ashley Hyde, I leave all of my files,
and to Kristina, I leave my drama
stuff. To Morgan, I leave all the
unshelved books in the library. To
Cameron, delete that picture!!!
I also leave my unfinished work
and IB stress to the IB juniors. For
Mr. Gronholm, I
leave
all the
chapters
from the
books
we were
supposed
to read that I
procrastinated
on. To Mr. Berba, I
leave all my handouts from the last two
years. To Mrs. Braggs I
leave my copy of Life of
Pi, 1984 and Brave New
World. To Senor Marchan,
you owe me a churro. To
everyone else, I leave you with
whatever is left in Morgan Park.
I, Kayla Tatiana Moore, of
sound mind and body, do
hereby leave the following
to my lovely MP babies: To
my Prodigy Kristina, I leave my
team, my leadership, and my
love for both dance and school.
Don’t let anything or anyone
(ahem) keep you from your goals.
To my other dance babies, keep
the Majestic legacy alive. To my
drama babies, I am very proud
of what we have accomplished
this year. Continue with what I’ve
taught you and never let them
forget drama club exists! To all
the IB juniors, you’ll make it. In
a time far far away, high school
ends. To Ms. Morgan, I thank you
simply for being who you are and
advocating and working for the
kids of MP. I’ll always be a butterfly. To my teachers, thanks for
not lying to me on my grades….
so much. And finally, to my little
sister Susan, I leave great hope
for the best senior year of your
life. I claim you as my own not
only because we look alike, but
because you are a wonderful person. Continue being smart and
kind, beautiful and wise, and try
not to be such a little heartbreaker. I love you. Goodbye, MP.
I, Alex Gill, of sound mind and
body, do hereby leave my locker
to anyone as messy as me. I
leave my lil’ big homie Nia my
skills on the field. I leave Mya
my dedication, and hard work.
I leave freak Meek my silliness,
and I’ll miss your jokes. D. Carter,
you know what it is. BriBoogie,
you are a good friend and I leave
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you my trust. I leave the C-Squad
my smile, spirit, and hard work.
Orikins and NellyNell, I leave y’all
my friendship. E-Dizzle, I leave
you my maturity. I’m forever your
Gill’s. Juju-Bean, you better stay
on your books, boxing, basketball, and softball. You’ve always
had my back, regardless of what it
was. I love you and I’ll look out for
you! I leave my Class of 2013 my
love, and the good times we’ve
shared. I’m going to miss you
guys. I leave Laneya my patience,
my strive, my heart, my dedication, and my advice for next year.
I’m very proud of the person
you’re becoming. You’ve been
through a lot, not that you never
fell behind. I appreciate everything you’ve done, and I love you.
Despite that I’m leaving, nothing
is going to change. You always
got me, and I forever got you <3 !
I, Yolanda Bundy, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
my locker to my sister Candace
Richards who is an incoming
freshman. I leave my style, jokes,
love, and absolutely spontaneous personality to my sugar-baby

Carrian Bell. To her, I
also leave my many unfinished assignments in hope that you finish
them all and stay focused.
I, Joya-Nicole, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave my
loyalty and lasting love to my
LBSF Brenae and my little sister
Mekah. I leave my smile and
charming personality to my new
found little sis, Oriana. I leave
my loyalty, friendship, and love
to my best friend Domooo, aka
Philipe; turn up next year kid! To
my roadie, ZakkStacks, I leave
you luck, patience, and undying
love! To my BFFITWWW, Melvin,
I didn’t forget about you, I leave
my friendship and luck. To my
best friend, Victoria, even though
you’re leaving with me, I leave my
loyalty, love, and friendship with
you. To my LBS, Nikki, I leave you
my love and luck, you’ll need it.
To any other underclassmen and
the upperclassmen, good luck! I
leave y’all a lot of patience, y’all
will need it FRFR! And with that
being said, hasta luego, shawties!!!!
I, Kyle Davis, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave all the
females that I didn’t get to for all
my little brothers and to my baes,
you know what it is, and also for
all the underclassmen to have fun
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for your senior year; live it up.
I, Jasmine Bennett, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
behind six years worth of memories of me. Shout-out to AC! I
leave my spunk to Keisha; use it
wisely. J., I leave my strong determination to my best friend, Tahje,
and some of my homies from
the football/track team (Scooby,
Deion, Charles). I leave my charm
and sweetness to Ashley. I leave
my leadership skills and IMAC to
Amber and Susan; keep those
girls and guys looking good! I
leave my fierceness and attitude
to my lil’ Jazzy, Kristina, and Bobbi. You girls have grown on me.
Shout-out to my best friends; you
guys keep me sane, and I can’t
believe we’re leaving each other.
But I know it’s not forever, and I
love you guys! To L.O.D and the
band, keep dancing and playing
well. I’ll be checking in! One last
thing: It’s been a roller coaster of
a six year experience, but I loved
every second of it.
I, Carly Knox, of sound mind and
body, do hereby leave my love
and determination to my baby
cousin, Detesha. Since day one
of you stepping into MP, I was
your bodyguard and motivator. From our silly moments
to the moments where we
could do nothing but cry, I
can’t forget. Stay strong in
this mad house of a school. I
leave my NHS ribbon to my
little sister, Jainelle. Only
spent one school year
with you, but it was
the best. You’ve
been right whenever I needed
you. (Crying)
August will
be the hardest when
it’s time
to leave
you two.
I leave
my newfound
love for
instruments to
the best band of 4 years. You
guys made me feel like a part of
the family since my freshman year.
It’s been four long years at MP,
but it was worth it in a way.
I, Ezekiel Morris, of sound mind
and body, do hereby have nothing to leave, just wanted to say
thank you to Gabe Harris and
Ryan Berba for believing in me
this entire track season and pushing me to be the best runner I can
be. Shout-out to the track team,
the biggest group of clowns
I’ve ever been around; you guys
made the season fun. Good luck
in the football and track season.
I, Jasmine Bedell, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave my
locker combination to Tyrone
Lawson and Bruce Savage. My
years at Morgan Park have been
great with these two lovely angels.
Bruce Savage has been my play
uncle since freshman year. Tyrone
Lawson has been the person to
always make me laugh when I’m
down. I will remember these two
people forever. Rest in Peace
Tyrone Lawson and Bruce Savage.
Gone but never forgotten!
I, Ke’Andra McDonald, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
my locker to Adrianna Little. I’ve
had that locker for three years. I

think you will take good care of my
locker like you take good care of me
when I’m down.
I, Denzel Lyke, of sound mind and
body, do hereby leave nothing for no
one!
I , Ar’shayle (Shae) Huggins, of
sound mind and body, do hereby
leave my laughs and outgoing spirit
to the cheerleaders. Ori, Zak, Rivv
Dee, Chanel, Shay, Erica, & Kristalyn;
good luck next year. I love y’all; we
had sooo many laughs and tears being shed together, and I am sooooo
blessed to have little sisters like y’all.
To my loves on the volleyball team,
good luck next year! Whoever the
coach is, don’t let them come in and
run over y’all.. To my sisters NeShea
and Taja (tears forming) y’all are my
heart! I love y’all both! To my Ace Jameil! Hey, chump. I don’t have much
to say because you’re always gonna
be around! Love you.
I, Makayla (KitKatt) Curtis, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
my hustle, prayers, love, guidance,
strength, wisdom, attitude, and New
Nasty to my cheer sisters RivvDee,
Orikins, Erica Katie, Nelly Nell, Briana,
LaVonne, and Nia. River Bonds, you
have truly grown on me and I love
you like my own, I leave you my smart
mouth, quick ways, and confidence.
Oriana, you have got to be thee funniest on the team; I love you, baby.
I leave you my guidance, my laughs,
and attitude. Be prepared for any new
nasty stuff they throw at you homie,
LOL. You kept me sane at practices,
you are definitely considered one of
my little sisters, and I’ll be back to
check up on you. Chanel, baby, you’re
forever my hottie; I love you like no
other; I leave you my wisdom and
strength. Erica Katie Walker (LOL),
you know you were pronounced my
little sister a long time ago. You are
so witty and strong, dependable and
beautiful inside and out. You have a
great leadership attitude. I’m leaving you responsible for making sure
C-Squad doesn’t fall apart. I leave
you my jokes, my sarcasm, my love,
and hustle. I love each of you ladies
so much, and I cherish every moment
we have spent together this year.
I wouldn’t trade you all for a sack
of quarters. To my FAVV, Shauntice
(Ticee), I love you so much. You’ve
been there so many times for me. You
are such a great and beautiful friend.
Every moment we shared won’t
ever be forgotten. You are literally
my favorite. I leave you my heart,
laughs, and strength. Ashley Shorter,
I love you little do you know, and I’m
always looking out for you. I’m going to miss you baby Bright. Hold it
down for me. To Dellan Whatley (my
ex-husband) and Lamont Walker (my
little brother), y’all kept me laughing. I leave you all my intelligence
and all my unfinished assignments,
hoping you’ll finish what I started. I
love you both. Hold it down on the
basketball team with Nick for me; I
have faith in y’all. To Laneya (my lefty
loosey) to you are wild child. I leave
you my strength and patience. No
trouble your last year. Stay focused.
I leave you the ability to depend on
no one but yourself. I also leave you
a freeze on your account, ‘cause girl,
you spend too much money, LOL. I’ve
always had your back and still do; I’m
one phone call away if you need me.
To my baby sis, Randi, I leave you my
encouragement. I love you so much.
I have watch you grow into a beautiful young lady and intelligent too.
Don’t let anything discourage you.
To Carrian, my favorite little cousin’s
best friend, I leave you my love. You
are such a good friend and I love you
for that. To my P.I.C. Rocky, I leave
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you my craziness, or better yet, my
calm side, ‘cause baby, you need
it, I’ll miss you. To James Jackson, I
leave my everlasting friendship. No
matter where I go, you can always
call on me. I love you, kid. Maryah
Persons, I leave all my conversation,
I’ve grown to love you so much. You
are my chocolate berry. I love you,
sugar. Stay strong, keep dancing, and
don’t ever get discouraged. To Ms.
Tucker, even though you worked my
nerves, I want to thank you for being
there, and making this year’s cheerleading possible. To my best friends
Alex, Nina, Shelbi, Shae, Grandaddy
Jaz and Ki LoLo, im going to miss
you guys like crazy! I don’t know how
I’m going to survive college without
you all (crying). You all are my sisters,
and I love you all more than anyone.
To my second period family, we have
an unbreakable bond, and I’m going to miss our morning jokes and
conversations. (Kill it, Splash) LOL.
To my favorite teacher Ms. Patel, I’m
going to miss your crazy self. I wish
you happiness in your life and I leave
you all my sanitary wipes and hand
sanitizer. Last, but certainly not least,
Jalisa, my puga, I love you till my last
breath. I leave you my laughs, kill
switch, smart-thinking, my incomplete
assignments, strength, love, skill,
rhythm, and my trust. May you stay
focused and do what you need to do.
You were everything to me this year.
I’m very lost for words because you
mean so much to me. You are my lifelong best friend. I’m always here for
you and you know this. I think, we all
think, that I’m going to miss you very
much when I leave. Keep control and
don’t do anything I wouldn’t. You’re
stronger than most know, inside-andout. I appreciate all you have done for
me. I love you, ChocNilla. I believe I
covered everyone. If I forgot any one,
I’m sorry, and I leave you my memory
and strength to get the heck up out
of that jail they call a high school. Stay
positive and do everything you need
to do and then some. XOXOXO,
toodles, I’m out!

The following were collected by
Tristian Anderson
I, Brandi Stover, of sound mind and
body, do hereby leave my senioritis
(LOL), my Majeezy love, and most of
all, our high school memories to my
mini-me, my sister, my everything,
Brittney McMillion. “I’ma” miss you
sooooo much, Pumpkin, and believe
it or not, I teared up writing this. My
little baby since you first got here,
and now I’m finally out this jam. Stay
focused next year, Pumpkin. I love
you mini-me!!!! Also, I want to leave
my silly ways and playful moments
to my little brother Lamont Walker.
“I’ma” miss you lil’ bro’. I want you
to stay focused next year. Love you,
lil’ bro’! I can’t forget about my baby
sister, Gabby! You have two years left;
don’t slack off. Come out with a bang
your senior year! Good luck on the
ACT next year, boo; love you, little
mama! I will definitely miss the rest of
my babies: Robin, Diamond, my cuzzo
Byron, Talico, Ashley Bright (LOL),
Jada, my pumpkin Randi, Shaina, Torrey, Jaquan, Tyler, and the rest of my
junior babies I forgot about. Have fun
next year guys!
I, Nyah Samuels, of sound mind and
body, do hereby leave my sarcasm
to Shelby. I will miss you, bro’. Also,
leave all my snacks to Maggie so
you won’t get hungry in first period
anymore. Lastly, I leave my love and
support to the volleyball team. I hope
you guys have a great season and
play your hearts out.
I, Carla Gipson, of sound mind and
body, do hereby leave nothing to
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anyone. LOL, just kidding. To
Britt-Bratt, I leave my ACT score.
To Erica, I leave my personality
because she’ll need it. Lastly,
to Amber (sophomore) I leave
my patience to deal with these
students, and I almost forgot the
homie, Ms. Patel. Ms. Patel, I
leave you all my jokes.
I, Ryan Curling, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave my
senioritis to the junior class.
I, Sydney Patterson, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
my cheer bow to my little sister,
Lavonne, in hopes that it would
keep her head high and her hair
cute, LOL. I leave my leadership
skills to my cheerleading protégés: Tiana and Krystalyn. Y’all are
going to need it to keep the team
on their feet. I leave my cheer
spanks to my baby thickness,
Zak, in hopes she’ll be as thick
as me. I leave C-Squad my spirit
and endurance because next year
will be a loooong year. I leave
my softball glasses to Briboogii,
in hopes next year that she can
see the ball, hit the ball!!! I leave
my sissy,
Deja, my
cleats for
running
back and
forth from
the mat
to the field.
I leave my
batting gloves,
that I never had,
LOL, so y’all can
smack some balls
and get a grand slam
like ya’ boy! Finally, I
leave my all my love to Kamisha, Dae Dae, Tiana, Lil’
James, Mariah, Jamal, Torrey,
Erica, Jaquan, and all my babies
that I can’t quite remember right
now. Love y’all!!
I, Jerome Anthony Fuller, of
sound mind and body, shall
leave all my crummy old stuff
to my junior friends and some
of the sophomore ones. I wish
you guys good luck, and I’ll see
you in the college world. Most
importantly, to the love of my life,
Kristen, I’ll miss you, Princess,
but I’ll always be a phone call
away if you need me! Let it be
known, I’ll be back at MP plenty
of times during my vacations!
Stay safe and do your best. Love
you always, and no matter what!
<3 <3 <3
I, Alante’ Davis, of sound mind
and body, leave my leadership
and devotion of JROTC to Justin
Grissett (Ezio Avoitore) and the
rest of the battalion staff of
2013-14. Keep the JROTC fire
eagle burning bright. I also leave
the memories of all my stillness
to Ms. Morgan and the Student
Council. Since freshman year, you
guys kept me up (and busy...),but
I’d do it all over again for the fun
of it. Now…the football team. I’ve
had teammates come and go, as
well as coaches. Over the years
there have been many ups and
downs, but I regret nothing. I just
wish I had one more year to play.
Finally, I leave my pride..my Mustang spirit..to all those who are
proud to be a ‘Stang of EMPEHI.
Thanks, everyone.
I, Kelly Cook, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave my
strength and discipline to Maryah.
You have a nice little task for next
year, but you can do it. Remem-
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ber our talk, and if you ever need
anything, text me. To the pom
team: good luck next year. “We
reppin’ Poms,” LOL. I leave my
maturity to my little bro’, Melvin;
You’ll need it to be an upperclassman. Last, but not least, I leave
my wisdom to Gia, because you’ll
need it dealing with Jade, (laughing but serious). Jade, Jade I
leave you my sanity ‘cause you’re
crazy, LOL. You have to be sane
for you senior year. I’m always a
text/call away. To the entire 2014
Class, I just want to say be safe.
Y’all don’t want to lose nobody
y’all senior year. It’s been a long
six years and I’ve grown tremendously! #OTJ—Kelly Kelzz
I, Bianca Fearn, aka Grandma, of
sound mind and body, leave my
encouraging words of wisdom
and love to those who I have
inspired the most. I leave my old
locker to my beloved lil’ sis’, JaiJai. To my dearest lil’ cuzzo, Jasmine Ottis, I hope you keep up
the good work and make smart
decisions while in high school
young lady, and stay away from
boys! LOL. And to my Tia-Bia and

Asherah-Cheyyah,
make the best of your senior year
in the fall. Jasmine and Tank, I
hope you all maintain a successful relationship such as it is now.
I love you Jazzy. To Randi and
Kelsie, I will truly miss you guys
and whoever else I missed honey!
And to my beloved team, Ladies
of Distinction (LOD), I am so very
proud of you all and MPHS band!
Last but not least, I shall always
and forever cherish Tyrone. RIP
Ty-Meezy. Love, Binky
I, Maya Bryant, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave my
goofiness to my friends Courtney
and Dajah. I love y’all; y’all kept
me laughing every day in second
period. I will really miss you two.
To my little hitta, Shaquira, you’re
the only sophomore I love. We
have some good laughs all day
every day. I’m glad I met you.
You’re like family to me. You know
if you need anything, you got if I
got. LOL, I love you, G.
I, Wynter Ramsey-Mitchell, of
sound mind and body, do hereby
leave every inch of my happiness
to my honey, Isaiah. You make
the darkest days the best days by
simply being yourself. Your smile
is more than enough. I leave my
good advice and laughter to my

Wednesday, June 5, 2013
EMPEHI News

SPORTS

little, yet big brother, bro god,
kiddo, Marcel. I’m truly going to
miss seeing you almost every day
Brandon. I’m going to miss those
smiles you give me every day. I
leave every “90” to everyone in
the band. We truly are like a family #BANDISLIFE lol (especially
my loves Robin, CeCe, Jaquan,
and most importantly, Dot. I love
you kid.) I leave my heels to the
amazing people in IMAC. I leave
my yarn to the knitting club. I
leave my blood, sweat, and tears
to the original, one-and-only
flag team. The real definition of
a sisterhood. Lastly, hardly the
least, Alice, if I could leave you
a wonderland, I would, but all I
have is the locker and some old
temps. Take care of them for
me?? Tyrone, RIP; peace y’all.
I, Megan Hudson, with all righteousness, grant the altos of the
advanced mixed chorus to pick
up where I left off next year. I love
all of you guys!
I, Taylor Bassett, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave my
ability not to care to Courtney.
We’re not lames, G. I leave my
sarcasm to Shelby, in case you
have to get a little rowdy with
these chicks. A’ight, y’all.
I, John-John Burns, of
sound mind and body, &
blah-blah-blah, leave my
math homework to Randi.
Also, my crutches to the
volleyball team. Always
remember never to
have intense pillow
fights during the
season. I leave all
the AC kids the
wisdom to realize all your
grades will
affect your
colleges.
(Yes,
even
from 6
years
ago).
I leave
you
all the
patience and calmness to deal
with the people in the main office
and the attendance office. You
can’t turn up on them and expect
them to help you out when prom
comes around. And last, I leave
the juniors the ability to conquer
laziness and to do all your scholarships now. Can’t go to college
and be a broke boy. ;) Oh, and
ShaBop, I leave you the lonely
lunch table by yourself. Have fun.
I, Breanna Petty, of sound mind
and body do hereby leave my
memories to Kiari, my lil’ baby.
We go back, like, when you were
foot working for the 1st eight
counts, and I was there clapping
in my mind. Dancing is what
brought you and I close like never
before. I will miss you and I’ll
definitely keep in touch. Jada,
my favorite cousin, girl, you know
you’re the lil’ wild part of me-always down for the kill. Maryah,
my sweet one: be good and stay
away from these boys! Shaina:
Remember in Mr. Hall’s class
we both showed out, and got
sent to the dean? Funny times.
Stay sweet and caring. Ashleyyy:
You stay funny! Raannnddiiii:
Thanks for walking me to the bus
stop when we first met, and tell
Mrs. Crawford she’s awesome.
Scoobbbyyyy: Thanks for helping
me pass art!!! Brit-Brat Million:
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we’ve both moved on. We’re not
twins anymore . ;)
I, Tristian Anderson, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
you all great memories, and the
dust remnants of my speedy
exit. Alexis Gale, I leave you my
ethnic ways, you’re still a little
too much of a chiquita for my
liking boo. Haha. Court, I leave
you my chill; absolutely no Draking! Dajah, I leave you my ability
to ignore Court and Shelby’s
foolishness. Shelby, I promise
to leave you a darker toned guy
with nice calves. Actually, Luol
Deng isn’t half bad. Shaquira,
you’re way too funny, but come
to school, homie. Stop running
from me. You can have my alarm
clock or calendar, whichever you
get to first. Melvin, I leave you a
countdown until you give me my
three stacks, and you can have
my semi-junky locker because I
just know you love it. Zakiyah, I
think you just might want me. Am
I right? Aliyah, you’re coming to
college with me. Ashlee Dqaf’,
I’ll leave you a shoebox of advice
that I’ve given you throughout the
year, and a breakfast sandwich
catered to your liking, or maybe
a parking spot in my driveway.
Donald, thanks for coming to my
All-Star game; you can have the
“bae” title. Jade, I leave you my
best friend Gia and my English
work. Oh yeah, my humor too.
Yours is far too whack. Kiari, we
still go together, no doubt. Alan,
keep memories of our hand rubs
playa; I’ll leave you a few bars
too. My little sis, Tahja, I’ll leave
you everythiiiing. Love you. My
5th period buddy Be-Be, stay
on it giiiirl. Diamond and Robin,
I leave you guys our group chat
conversations. Britt-Bratt, I leave
you the title as broski. Let it live
on. Dellan and Torrey, I love
you little guys. I’ll still be on the
hooping scene in my spare time
so make sure you “turnuhhhhh,”
(Dellan’s voice). Ahhh, Bhrea,
Shami, Cachet, TT,and the rest of
the team: I leave all of you ladies
my ability to remain respectful to
the coaches…in most cases, and
I leave one of you my position
as captain. Do woooork next
year, ladies! Shaina, I leave you
my nails. Yours are terrible. I
also leave you a genuine apology considering that the vibe
you got from me wasn’t always
peachy… psych. Jada, I leave
you the contact info to a speech
class and the resistance to take
selfies in mid-conversation. You
can have my crop tees, as well.
Brandon R., you’re pretty much a
male replica of me, so you need
absolutely nothing. Jareem, I
leave you handwritten notes,
haha. Randi, you can split my chill
with Court. We don’t need you
killing Dakota. I also leave you
my friendly gestures. Maryah,
Jeremiah, Ahmeer, Turon, River,
Dakota, Erica Zoey Pickles, Other
Half Chris, JeVaughn, and other
homies, I bump with you guys. I’ll
miss you. Everyone, my number
won’t change, however, don’t
call/text me. I’ll be on campus on
my grown woman status.
I, Emma Bradley, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave my
love to Ms. Ezugworie and my
AC mother Ms. Wilmington; I
leave my memories, laughter,
arguments, fights, and irritation to my fellow AC members.

Please turn to page 10 for
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continued from page 9
I leave my loyalty and love to
my best friends Jaleyah Walker
and Lauren Holmes. I leave my
economic intelligence to Mr.
Aducci. Thank you for your hard
work and belief. I leave my hopes
and prayers to the seniors next
year, because you are going to
need it. I leave my thanks to Ms.
Richards for organizing the senior
events, teaching, and putting up
with these kids. I leave my hair to
Mr. Majeske, because you need
it; you’re looking a little bald you
know. I leave my trust to myself.
Before I leave I definitely want
to say thank you to all of the real
teachers who teach, love their
job, and do their job.
I, Alex Porter, of sound mind,
and body, do hereby leave my
classy, but also ghetto ways to my
little cousin River Delores. LMBO,
sorry! You already know wussap
& you know what I told you. We
103. Never forget it. LOL. Oh
yeah, don’t be like me & miss 30
practices. To C-Squad, I’m going
to miss all of you soooo much.
But I most definitely will leave my
foul mouth to Oriana. But I leave
my love, laughter, & skills to all of
you ladies. There’s so much potential in you guys, so put it out
there on the floor each time. You
know the motto. Randi, Wuddap
(can’t say the other word LMBO).
We’ve been at the same grammar
school & high school together.
I’m going to miss you soooo
much. Remember what I taught
you & how I taught it to you. ;)
Josh, don’t forget our handshake.
Torry, I leave our “hey” & the
ghetto things I say at lunch to
you. You the man. Remember.
Twin, because you’re still there,
a part of me is still walking the
hallways. You know I’ll always be
here for you. I’m only 1 call & 6
hours away. LOL. Kristalyn, man
you already knowww! I’m going
to miss you sooooo much. But
stop talking about people. LOL,
I didn’t teach you that. To MP,
PEACE OUTTTTTTTTT!!!!
I, Traevon Robinson, of sound
mind and body do hereby leave
my sons, Brandon Riley and Melvin Robinson, all of our memories
of riding to school together, I
think that applies more to Bran
Bran, sorry Melvin. I know Brandon will have a successful senior
year and will land into a great
college. I’m not too sure about
what’s going to go on with Melvin
in his Junior year, but I do want to
say that I’m going to miss both of
y’all; moreover, I love you lil’ guys.
I, Aisha Clark, of sound mind and
body, do hereby leave a simple
word of advice to the Class of
2014: Hang in there!!! I know you
guys are probably getting tired of
all the work and stuff you have to
do, but you’re almost there. Everything will be okay. To Zachary,
keep calm and behave yourself.
I will be watching you. Hahaha!!
But seriously, I’ll always be here
for me when you need me, well
almost always. Love ya’’’’! To the
band I leave all of my energy and
excitement. I’m going to miss all
the fun times I had with you guys.
Being in band has helped me
become less shy and I’m going
to remain that way in the future.
Finally, to my seniors in World
Language, I’ll miss you all the
most. We started off taking the
Algebra class in the summer, now
we’re finally here! It’s been a long,
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stressful, tiring, and emotional
road, but everything is finally
about to pay off. I wish everyone
the best and I hope to keep in
touch with the friends I’ve made.
#classof2013 We out! To the girls
soccer team, this was an amazing
year and I hope next year is even
better, cero-cero!
I, Tiesha Griffin, of sound mind
and body, just want to say I had
a joyful four years here at MP. I
leave behind some wonderful
people: Kamisha, I’m going to
miss your jokes and driving you
home after the game. Maya, we
stay into it, but I have nothing but
love for you, boo. I don’t think
we would have made it this far
without you. Coach Aducci, Mr.
Scoot, and Ms. Mudron, I’m truly
going to miss you guys. You’ve
made me the catcher I am today.
I leave my spirit to Deja P. I leave
that diamond to all the people
that come after me. Ramona.
Julia, Ghetto, and Kayla I’m going
to miss you guys. To my graduating classmates: Flo Flo, Alex, Bre
Hayden, Imani, Kinara, Morgan,
Sydney, and Juanita, I would pick
nobody better to walk across
the stage with; such great times
and remarkable moments. Iesha
Griffin, aka my backbone and
twin, we made it, baby girl. Let’s
celebrate!
I, Jalen Bell, of sound mind and
body, wish the best for the cross
country team, Berba gang, the
swim team, the water polo team,
and the band. My best memories
are with all of you guys. To every
person that reads this, know that
you are amazing. I leave behind
my humility and Blake, my sax.
To the freshmen who read this,
be sure of whom you are. High
school can be harsh, but it’s all
about what you make of it. Have
fun everybody.

The following were collected
by Sydney Haney
I, Victoria Gardner, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
my dusty old books, rusted lockers and favorite teachers to my
little sister, Oriana H. Along with
that, I leave behind our good
memories, loud laughs, funny
jokes, and everlasting love. I’ll
miss you so much, but not as
much as you’ll miss me! Bye.
I, Maya Stewart, leave my love to
all my MP Ponies. I love you all,
and I know you guys will be good
next year. Never second, guess
yourselves, and prove the haters
wrong. To Shania, keep the team
strong and don’t lose your extra
goofy personality. To my little
Deamani (don’t kill me if I spelled
it wrong), but I know you’ll keep
the team going until you leave. I
have faith. To my Ms. Persons, I
love your hardheaded self. I will
miss messing with you every day,
but I’m sure you’ll have more
people to mess with. Stay true
to yourself always. Whoot-whoot
to all the new girls! To my lunch
buddies Leston, Quincy, Justin
and Kenyon: I’ll miss the funny
times at lunch (Leston, keep the
rap game alive). To my Shaqui, I
will definitely miss you, little sis.
Stay fine and just you. To Thomas,
I hope you kill the tumbling game
next year. I know I missed a lot of
people, but don’t think I forgot
about you. Ms.Crawford, Jada,
Kiari, and Makayla; I love ya’ll and
keep it classy out here.
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I, Kaleb Payton, hereby give
Jessica Bailey a lifetime supply of
chocolate of any kind.
I, Krystina Robinson, do hereby
leave all the precious memories
I have and all the skills I have
learned to my swim, water polo
team, and clubs. I will miss you
all and I love you always. First, I
leave all my fresh back chocolate
cookies to Kerry Jones. Next,
I leave love and admiration to
my friends: Jasmine Reynolds,
Kine, Adriana, Mike, and Richard
“carrot top,” Susan, Kristen, Jessica, James, Semiya, Leo, Josh,
Tiana, Keisha, Michael, Bronson
and Lauren. To my teachers, I
leave my intelligence. Thank you,
Mr. Berba, Mr. Christensen, Mr.
Aducci, Mr. Fitz, Mrs. Marshall
and Mr. Hall. To Mrs. Kelso, may
civics prosper next year, and
thank you for your support. To my
coaches: Mrs. Marshall, Richard
Leigh, and Coach Pat, I leave all
my skills to the newbies, but I
could never leave without saying
goodbye to Mr. Winston, who has
had an incredibly positive impact
on my life. High school would not
have been as enjoyable or worthwhile. All in all, I leave wonderful
memories of me. Goodbye and
farewell.
I, DaVonna Gilmore, am going to leave behind my love for
the teachers that have always
been helpful throughout my high
school years. Mr. Majeske, always
letting me come in his office to
type papers or look things up.
I leave behind my computer
teachers Ms. Dozier and Ms.
Toney-Jackson. I will also miss
Ms. Brenda Price. They all have
been such a great help to me in
high school and I really appreciate them. For Cachet Johnson
and Bhrea Griffin, keep it up with
basketball.
I, Terri Mathus, of sound mind
and body, do hereby and by leave
my dedication and leadership to
Shania, Maryah and Diamonie
make sure you guys stick together
and help lead the team to another victory. I love you guys and
wish you luck for the next year. To
the rest of the pom team I leave
my skill of dance. We shared a lot
of good memories that I will truly
miss. Love you guys!
I, Sydney Haney, of sound mind
and body do hereby leave all
the wonderful memories, loud
laughs, and sentimental moments
to my little sister, Brianna. I hope
you continue to grow and make
the best of your last year. I hope
that you’ll continue to make new
memories with new people and
move worthy people to the trio
locker on the third floor T. To my
ex-little sister, Brittany, I leave
what is left of a Majestics team.
The only original member on a
new team, and I want you to pass
down the traditions of a team that
brought us closer. To my prom
date, Brandon, lord knows I’m
going to miss you. However, I
leave you spring break and prom
memories and three years of a
wonderful roller coaster. To Chris,
I hope you take care of that situation before you graduate; if not,
keep being smart. To the rest of
my little ones that I grew attached
to in music class, I hope y’all continue to be funny and please stay
in touch. I couldn’t have made it
through high school without the
help of Mr. Collins, Ms. Pledger,
Dr. Hawes, Mr. Lesley, and Mrs.
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Wilmington. I hope you guys find
newbies to take under your wing
as you did me. Well, I’ll miss you
guys and love you guys unconditionally.
I, Jamila Mariama Nelson, do
hereby leave my passion, dedication, and first aid kit to my Pom
Ponies. Ladies! I swear you guys
have made this last year of dancing something special, even
with all the drama that evolved.
Shaina and Maryah, be strong
for the team. Be leaders, but
listen to your teammates. That’s
how problems start. Give credit
where credit is due. I have faith
that you’ll bring home that young
trophy! To Jada, love more. When
I come back to visit, I’m gonna
bring you a case of Pepsi to calm
your nerves. Randi, I’m gonna
miss our secret relationship…
those looks… those poses…
everything. Rawrrr! (Dakota you
better be good!)”Ms. Peachy,”
use your voice. Do not let the
team run over you for another
year. Let ‘em see the you that I
see. Chardae, I’m gonna need for
you to start wearing more clothes,
you little stripper you! KayKay and
MaKayKay, you guys are so silly.
I never had a bad day in practice
with you two there. Monie and
Qui… here come the water works!
I love you two so much! You guys
are like my babies, my sisters, my
loves. I’m glad to see you ladies
turning into young women. My
phone is always on for you, no
matter the time. Don’t think I
won’t leave EIU to beat that ahhhh
when you deserve it. I don’t want
Peezy telling me that you guys are
acting out and what not. To Anaja,
I’m glad we became close this
year. You are truly beautiful inside
and out, remember that. Vonnie,
‘Keya, and Goofy, you three made
French bearable. Always kept me
in a good mood, laughing, and
more importantly, level headed.
Thanks! To my little homie Shaun
Smith, bro! LOL! I never knew how
funny you were. I want everyone
to see the sweet young man you
are. Use your voice, you have it
for a reason. You’re an incredible
young lad, show others that, not
just me. Chris and Javonte, please
behave. Me and your father are
never getting back together FYI.
Twin, text me more (-__-). Jelly
and Kain, 2nd period with y’all
has been so fun. Kain and I are
still together too Jaleah, just in
case you were wondering. Leston,
you’re a goofy. LMBO! Larie, you
are too much for me. Don’t let
the little hoodrats get to you next
year. Be a lady. I’ll be checking
up on you. Cutie Pie, no more
fights. Lil Bit, you’ll forever be my
one exception. To the rest of the
student body, I leave my optimistic outlook. It’s almost over for
you guys. To anyone that I forgot,
sorry. MP, you can take you’re your
chains and ugly orange jumpsuits
‘cause I’m outttt!
I, Kierra Graves, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave my
basketball talent, love, and
empathy to Cachet Johnson,
Bhrea Griffin, Shami Goodman,
Tyanna Porter, Jayla Howard, and
Porscha. I leave my humor and
singing to Lyric Knowles and my
positive attitude to Raven Smith,
Hijrah, and Taylor Jackson. I leave
my personality to Randi Crawford,
Jada Long, Brandon Bradley,
Thalame Byrd, Reanna, and Jade
Appling. Lastly, I leave everything
else to Nyjiah Muhammad. I wish
the best of luck to you all.

Seniors offer
their advice
to underclass
By Alexandria Porter
and Desiree Freeman

A

s the year comes
to an end, seniors
can’t wait to be done
with school, and after 13
years of schooling, they
are the experts when it
comes to advice for the
underclassmen.
High school can be a
mixed bag of good and bad.
Some advice to underclassman in high school and college would be to study hard
and avoid temptations. By
getting good grades from
the start, you can ensure that
you will be on your way to a
successful future. Senior Billy
Garrett feels that you should
start off on top of your game
from the start.
“Work hard freshman year
and get your GPA as high as
possible,” Garrett said. “It puts
a lot less pressure on you the
rest of your career. Take things
serious because it will come
back to bite you, especially the
ACT. Apply for college early
and make sure you get those
scholarships. Make sure you
have fun. If all else fails, then
HOOP and you’ll be just fine.”
The senior year comes
with certain baggage. At the
start, seniors were burdened
with expectations that their
final high school year would
somehow be easier than previous years. You're suddenly
the big kid on the block:
older, wiser, top of the high
school food chain. But some
have been cheated out of
an enjoyable senior year. But
despite the pall of negativity,
current seniors have their own
advice. Senior Makayla Curtis
says worrying about who your
real friends are isn’t the way to
get through the year.
“Don’t lose yourself as
you go along in high school
and know who you can trust,”
Curtis said. “Don’t fall off with
your work because that stuff
will affect you. In everything
you do, go hard. Get in good
standards with your teachers
because that pays along the
way. Do what you need to do
in the beginning so your ending will be easier. Hard work
does pay off.”
Growing up is a grim
thought. For underclassmen,
growing up may seem like
it's a world away — they're
still stuck in Morgan Park
High School. While senior
year is one of the few remaining ties to childhood, it
is also a gateway to childish contention and gossip.
Senior Kelly Cook has great
advice on gossiping in high
school and how to avoid it.
“People will gossip
about you; that’s just the
way it is, and what they say
is not always going to be
true,” Cook said. “But realize that you gossip, too. Just
like what is said about you
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Students use math skills in real-world analysis

T

he IBMYP Algebra students put their skills to the test
last week by collecting data in order to validate the
relationship between speed and overall stopping distance.
In math teacher Laurie Bryant’s classes, students are studying an IB Unit that helps them determine that in order for a car
to stop there are two factors: the relationship between perception/reaction distance and speed, as well as the relationship between braking distance and speed. Together they determine the
distance in which it takes a vehicle to be brought to a stop. The
overall relationship can be represented by a quadratic equation.
Accordingly, the students found that by driving a mere
five miles over the speed limit, your stopping distance can be
dramatically greater than if driving at the legal limit, perhaps the
difference between having an accident and not.
The students were out on Vincennes Avenue gathering their
own data to validate what they had found using the equations
from class. This unit will he completed by the students developing public service announcements on how distracted driving
increases one’s stopping ability and likelihood of an accident.
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SENIOR ADVICE
continued from page 10

IB Algebra students Marcus Gillean,
Kimani Mason, and Essence Kimball
measure the distance from where a
selected car began breaking to where
it comes to a complete stop. (Photo
courtesy of Ms. Laurie Bryant)

WORK NEARS COMPLETION
continued from page 6

behind your back is not always
true, common gossip about
other people is not always
going to be true either. Don't
believe everything you hear,
and judge people for what you
see yourself."
While some seniors worried a lot about school work,
others experienced serious
relationships. Senior Markee
Williams has been dating his
current girlfriend throughout
their entire high school years.
“I believe it’s good to start
dating in high school because
it’ll make you more mature in
many ways,” Williams said.
“However, I believe high
school should be a time for
teens to enjoy making memories with their friends before
becoming an adult.”
Through out senior year,
you can hear all kinds of

rumors about this special time.
You may hear that it will be
nice and breezy, or hard and
rocky. It’s really a mixture of
both. But it depends on how
you carry yourself the entire
way. Senior Tristian Anderson
says this is the year of stress.
“Despite what you’re told,
senior year is the ultimate year
of stress, especially if you’re
type A,” Anderson said. “The
entire college and scholarship
process becomes real. Not
to mention you have to be
meticulous in staying on task
to graduate and attend senior
events. Be mindful that four
years of tedious assignments
and sleepless nights will reward you--or not, if that’s how
you got down. Stay on your
grades too. Colleges definitely
do check for mid reports, especially HBCUs.”

Despite being at MP for six years,
AC students have love for program
The cooling tower (left),
essential for the air cooling
system to function, is nearly
complete; workers plant the
shrubbery in the new planting
bed near the cafeteria.
(Photos by Joshua Brock)
is also a “punch list,” or log
of smaller repairs that are
incomplete, that needs to be
completed before their job is
completely done.
“We also will be installing
brand new landscaping around
the school, and repairing the
grass we damaged with our
work,” Pagone said.
Although it is functioning,
the heating system still has one
more step to pass: an inspector must approve of the work.
However, that won’t happen
until November.
“We need cold weather
to run test and commission
everything,” Pagone said.

There were a lot of new additions to the school, including a
completely refurbished auditorium
and an extended and refinished
stage with a wheelchair lift, new
drywall ceilings in the third floor
classrooms, new lighting in the
three gymnasiums, new energyefficient windows in the north
“old” building, new exterior doors
and many new doors throughout the interior, new painting all
around the inside and outside of
the building, and new tile floors in
many classrooms and the lunchroom. What kicked off the project
last spring was a thorough tuckpointing and acid-washing of the
nearly 100-year-old brick facade of

the north building.
Despite the vastness of the
project, some students are indifferent about what has changed.
“I think they could have
done a lot better,” senior Bria
Wells said. I’ve been at MP for six
years, and the school looked a lot
worse, but with $23 million they
could have done a lot better.”
But at least one student
thinks that it was a great job
giving the school a facelift.
“I think they did a good
job,” junior Briana Simmons
said. “The renovation project
was greatly needed; the school
was falling apart so any type of
upgrade is good for the school.”

By Jasmine Bennett
and Brienna Taylor

W

hen seventh and
eighth graders enter
the Academic Center (AC) for
the first time, they are told you
are going to a high school to be
mature. Also, this is an extreme
privilege that other students
didn’t get, and that these
students are “gifted.”
The Academic centers offers an accelerated program for
students in grades seven and
eight. The programs are housed
in seven high schools: Harlan
High School, Kenwood Academy,
Lane Tech High School, Lindblom Math and Science Academy,
Morgan Park High School, Taft
High School and Whitney Young
Magnet High School.
The senior Academic Center
class can inform others that there
are tricks and trades to making the most out of the six-year
experience.

“It has its ups and downs,”
Bria Wells said.
Before getting into the program, some details are left out of
the conversation, such as telling prospective students that they are not
allowed to have much communication with high school students, and
that more than half of the classes
are down one small hallway. They
aren’t allowed to enjoy high school
games or dances, and overall feel
like a small fish in a big pond.
“I made all my mistakes
early and got a better feel for the
school,” Johnnetta Burns said.
“My seventh and eighth grade
years were my best years of
school, period.”
As a middle schooler in a
high school, most students are
still only 12 or 13 years old. They
get to see firsthand the jungle of
a high school environment, but
from the outside looking in. This
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EDITORIAL: A GRIM CHICAGO
continued from page 2

leave us
among
the rest
of the
country?
NeighborhoodScout, a
real estate
blog, has
examined
FBI data
Jajuan Lewis,
Class of 2009, one from
of Chicago’s latest 17,000
local law
murder victims.
enforcement agencies to rank the 25
most dangerous neighborhoods,
and guess what? Chicago has the
disgrace of having four neighborhoods, tying lowly Detroit with
the most terrible neighborhoods.
Which ones make this wretched list? Auburn Gresham, near
77th and Halsted Street (No. 4,
overall); North Lawndale (No. 14);
Auburn Gresham, near 76th and
Ashland (No. 16); and Washington

Park (No. 25).
And now, with the weather approaching to warmer temperature
more and more shooting are occurring amongst young teenagers.
“Chicago is at war all over,”
senior Joseph Herring said. “It’s
almost impossible to turn up without [violence] popping off.”
Unfortunately, gangs have
been in existence every since
the rise of humanity. Humans
have always banded together for
mutual protection and support-and to better dominate others.
Gangs have always provided a
way for people to more effectively
get what they want, especially
if it comes to force. And weaker
members of society gravitate
toward gangs that they feel can
offer a sense of community and
protection from others.
The history of gang violence
began with other immigrants and
poor youth followed the trend set
by this earlier generation. Hispanics, Asians and African Americans

began banding together to form
gangs in the 1950s and 1960s.
By the 1970s and 1980s, there
were national gang alliances, with
gangs moving out of Los Angeles
and New York City, and spreading
across the country, with affiliates
in many towns, as well as drug
routes to finance gang activities. Teen violence between opposing bands, as well as senseless
violence, flourished.
“It may be hard to imagine
today, but there was once an opportunity to steer the city's youth
gangs in a more constructive direction,” according to a summary
by the Criminal Justice Project, a
blog for statistics on recent gang
activity, published in 2008. “The
forerunners of what have become
today's most hardened and violent
street corner gangs once made
genuine efforts to move in the
direction of positive community
engagement. When black youth
first began forming neighborhood cliques in the late 1940s and

1950s, neighborhood confrontations rarely turned deadly. Gang
fights were a fairly infrequent phenomenon but were usually stimulated by competition for access
to neighborhood hangouts and
recreational space. Urban youth
gangs had yet to become involved
in the emerging international drug
traffic, which at the time was created and operated by organized
criminal syndicates, known locally
in Chicago as ‘The Outfit.’”
Stories of violence by and
against youth explode from the
news like gunshots from a passing
car. It would seem that America
is under attack by armed teenagers. During the early 1980s,
about a thousand murders were
committed by teens each year in
the United States. By the middle
of the 1990s, that had grown to
over three thousand per year, or
almost 10 percent of all murders.
Talking about teen violence
in terms of murder is the obvious
thing to do because of the dra-

matic finality and loss that death
brings, but the epidemic encompasses much more than murder.
The statistics for armed robbery,
assault, rape, and carjackings
by young people in the United
States are higher than in any
other country in the world.
But Chicago, also known as
the “Second City” generally due
to a sense of being second best
to New York City, tries it’s best to
be second to none when it comes
to thoughtless and mindless
criminal thug-culture.
Why here? If so many in
this city are impacted by heartwrenching losses of love ones-which should drive deep the seriousness of the problem--does the
same soul-less mindset prevail?
Maybe just the opposite is happening? Maybe it happens so much,
becoming a part of daily life, that
we’re just becoming utterly desensitized to the horror of it all. If that is
the case, the future for Chicagoans
is going to get a lot dimmer.
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Career Day offers glimpse
of world of work

SPORTS

Cultural dance, music
highlight Spanish event

Spanish students Brandon Black and Destiny Robinson
perform the bachata during the cultural assembly held last
month. (Photo by Patrick Foggs)
Left: Student Shelana Martin presents Cook County State’s Attorney Anita Alvarez with a floral
bouquet after speaking with students in Blackwelder Hall during last week’s Career Day. English
teacher Faith Pledger (rear) coordinated the insightful event. Right: Lynn Sapp, the owner of
Rainbow Cone in Beverly, talks to students about being an independent business owner; she
also provided samples of her famous rainbow ice cream product to the classes she spoke with.
(Photos by Richard Chandler Jr. and Maya James)

C

areer Day was held
last week, featuring
a variety of public officials and
private industry workers. The
program, coordinated by English
teacher Faith Pledger, opened
with an assembly in Blackwelder
Hall with words from 19th Ward
Alderman Matthew O’Shea and

Cook County State’s Attorney
Anita Alvarez.
More who spoke to students
regarding their careers included
a firefighter, a pastry chef, a Cook
County judge, plus local guest
editor Caroline Connors (Beverly
Review), and Pete Coccaro (owner
of Beverly Hills Garage).

Perhaps the biggest hit of
the event was Lynn Sapp (owner
of Rainbow Cone), who brought
huge coolers filled with samples
of her famed rainbow ice cream,
which were then distributed to
students who were in attendance
where she spoke about being an
independent business owner.

By Carline Uwajeh

I

n order to give students a taste of another culture, Spanish
teacher Maria Campos coordinated an assembly which
featured aspects of Hispanic culture, particularly music and dance.
During the event held in Blackwelder Hall earlier last month,
select classes over the course of the school day were treated to
dance performances by both students and professionals. Spanish
language students danced to the bachata (a style of music and
dance originating from the Dominican Republic and Mexico), while
the professional performers who wore colorful and traditional outfits, sang and danced the Veracruz, Santa Rita, and El Norte.
The Spanish teacher, who credited International Baccalaureate coordinator Morgan Mudron with assisting with the event,
said she hoped students enjoyed the unique program.
“[I hope] they had fun, learned about other cultures, and
break the norm of being in a classroom,” Campos said.

Drama stages expo
A professional dance ensemble performs a Mexican native
dance for students while wearing traditional garments.
Brenda Aguilera, featured here, is also Spanish teacher
Maria Campos’ goddaughter.

Roommates are a matter of choice
Drama club members are introduced at the conclusion of Reality Bytes, an exposition of
skits related to issues that teens have today. (Photo courtesy of Ms. Faith Pledger)

T

he drama club held
an expo (a collection
of skits) called Reality Bytes
in early May. The theme, set,
costumes and script were
entirely the work of students.
The expo, coordinated by
English teacher and club
sponsor Faith Pledger,
essentially featured various

Music
department
resumes
spring shows

short scenes in which an average
high school became a reality
show.
Reality Bytes created an
alternate universe where the
audience gets to witness a new,
although somewhat exaggerated
perspective on what it is actually
like to be a high school student
in a world where the influence of

internet, social media and reality television are heavy among
teenagers.
Combined with short
selections from the jazz band,
the expo was an excellent
display of student talent in
the fine arts and a great way
to utilize the newly renovated
auditorium.

By Terri Mathus
and Kelly Cook

W

hether the seniors are
going to college close
to home or far away, everyone has
the same concern: the roommate.
It’s that time where rising
college freshmen worldwide are
preparing to leave home for the
first time and in most case are being forced to do the unheard of:
live with a complete stranger.
Over the last couple months,

seniors have had the daunting task
of making that decision. Many
seniors have heard horror stories
from older siblings and friends
about having the worst roommate
ever and how this decision could
be one of the best or worst decisions they will ever make.
“I am rooming with Mya
which is my best friend,” said
Carline Uwajeh, a senior. “I am
happy that I am rooming with her
instead of a stranger because I’m

Please turn to page 13 for
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A

fter having to make due
with other venues for
nearly a year while the auditorium
was restored, both the student
choruses and bands returned to
Blackwelder Hall for their annual
spring performances.
In early May, vocal groups,
including the concert chorale,
held their show, while later in the
month the band department had
their show and award ceremony.

The beginning girls chorus (left) and the trumpet section of the concert band, perform during their
respective spring shows. (Photos by Ariel Danzy and Jasmine Jones).
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Graphic novels are more
than just comic books
By Jerome Fuller III

I

t’s a real shame that nowadays no one appears to want to read
graphic novels, or comics, as they are typically called.
First developed in the early 1900s, comics have been a great artistic, as well as literary, triumph.
While the average teen or adult may say, “Oh, that’s just for kids,”
or “There are much better things to read,” there are plenty of graphic
novels that would change their tone.
The following are some selections that may help open the eyes of
some to see that there’s more to telling a story than just text.
Scott Pilgrim
Written by Bryan Lee O’Malley, this is the charming tale of a lazy, video game addicted, lover boy
named, obviously, Scott Pilgrim. The story starts
off with him dating a girl four years younger than
him and still in high school, while he is currently
21 and well out of high school. After some twists
and turns and a chance dream meeting with a
beautiful girl named Ramona, his love life (and
his life in general) take a turn for the crazy. Now
he must fight off Ramona’s “Seven Evil Exes” in
order to make
their relationship official. And
as crazy as that
plot sounds, the
writing, pacing
and comedy are
all top notch,
and the books
are chock full
of pop culture/
video game
references.

Bone
This is another great series for the more fantasy-oriented readers out there. The story, by
author starts with the banishing of the Bones,
small and adorable humanoid creatures, from
their home town Boneville. After wandering
the desert and getting separated, the three
Bones all wander into a strange land of actual

humans, which they’ve
never seen before.
The hero of the story,
Fone Bone, meets a
pretty young girl, who
he’s smitten for, but
she turns out to be the
only person able to
keep the world from
succumbing to an evil
prophecy. It’s a great
novel series and the
artwork is gorgeous.
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Most ignore breakfast, despite importance
By Jacob Webb

E

ver heard of the term
“breakfast”? It is
considered the most important
meal of the day and everyone
should eat in the mornings to get
the proper nutrition they need.
Eating breakfast does play
a key role in keeping people
healthy, it can do more than
wake a person up, give someone proper nutrition and energy
throughout the day, but as well
help a person lose weight. A
number of studies have shown
that people who successfully
maintain a significant weight loss
eat breakfast just about everyday.
According to Webmd.com,
a website dedicated to offering
advice on many health issues,
not eating breakfast can lead
to obesity. Apparently, when
people skip breakfast, they
“tend to eat more at their next
meal or nibble high-calorie on
high calorie snacks to stave off
hunger,” the site states.
Surprisingly, despite witnessing some students eating
from a small bag of Flamin' Hots
while they pass through the metal detectors before first period,
some at MP say they have to eat
breakfast otherwise they won't
feel prepared for the day.
“Eating breakfast is very important, especially when you have
school,” senior Michelle Givens
said. “[It’s important] because that
hunger will catch up with you and
then you’re gonna be focused on
being hungry and not your school
work. When I don’t eat, I feel very
weak and I don’t feel like doing
anything until I eat.”
Other students say they
feel sluggish when they don’t
eat breakfast.
“When I eat breakfast I get
energy fast, but when I don't
eat I still feel asleep and it often
takes me longer to wake up,”
senior Anthony Martinez said.
Want to lose weight? Then
eat breakfast, a recent study
suggests. Scientists from London’s Imperial College studied physiological changes in
breakfast eaters and skippers.
The researchers concluded that
their findings reveal why fasting is not the best way to lose

Although popular, eating chips for breakfast is not a healthy start
to the day. The American Heart Association recommends starting
breakfast with fruit juice and choosing whole-grain toast, waffles
or cereal. Low-fat milk or yogurt is recommended, as well as fresh
or canned fruit. ((Source: American Heart Association)
weight since it creates a “bias” in
that brain that makes people seek
higher-calorie food rewards.
Some teens feel that people
should eat breakfast because this
first real meal of the day can provide a boost and make you feel
ready to take on the day.
“Eating breakfast gives lots
of energy and nutrition along
with the ability to think properly
when doing school work or taking
a test,” junior Malik Reed said. “
[After I eat breakfast,] I usually
feel energized and awake.”
Not surprisingly, the United
States Department of Agriculture
(USDA), professes the benefits
that children, teens included, reap
by eating this important meal.
“What you eat for breakfast
can have an impact on learning,”
a USDA benefits poster claims.
“One study showed that eating
breakfast food high in fiber and
low in sugar for breakfast helped
students sustain the cognitive effects of breakfast.”
Other benefits include that
“Children who eat breakfast are
more likely to behave better in
school and get along with their
peers than those who do not;
Breakfast helps children pay attention, perform problem-solving
tasks, and improves memory;
[and] Children who eat school
breakfast are likely to have fewer
absences and incidents of tardiness than those who do not.”
Some students feel that eating breakfast is really just to wake
a person up and can have very
little nutritional value.
“[Eating breakfast in the
mornings is] not really important,”
senior Cameron Austin said. “The
way I see it, breakfast is more of
a pickup to get rid of sleep in the

morning. Otherwise, it is just
breakfast food.”
Did you know that eating
breakfast actually revs up your
metabolism? When you eat a
healthy breakfast in the morning the nutrition you gain from
the meal you eat tells your
brain that your body needs to
start working in order to digest
it. This, in turn, starts the alarm
clock in your body that then
warms up your metabolism
and gets it ready to work for
the rest of the day.
When you don’t eat
breakfast it not only slows your
metabolism down but it can
have an affect on your mood
and energy.
A good breakfast doesn't
necessarily mean a serving of
bacon, toast, and eggs. A good
breakfast should be balanced,
so starting the day off with a
fruit smoothie, oatmeal and
fresh fruit on top is a very good
meal that will invigorate the
body and give you the energy
you need to start your day.
Although few teens say
that they eat a regular breakfast each and every morning,
some try to be healthy.
“I get grits, toast, and bacon [at work, around 8 a.m.],” on
the weekends, senior Davia Ball
said, when she's at her job at
Three Chefs on Halsted Street.
However, during the school
week, she said she'll grab some
yogurt, a banana, or a muffin.
Why doesn't she just eat
some chips and drink some
Mountain Dew like so many
teens appear to do.
“It's not healthy it's junk,”
Ball said, adding, “I don't drink
pop at all.”

WHO TO ROOM WITH
continued from page 12

The Walking Dead
Another great and widely beloved series, WD
is best known for its great video game and the
AMC cable network’s adaptation. The story
opens in the southern state of Georgia, as a
sheriff is living out his days like any other, until
he’s wounded in a shoot-out with some criminals and falls into a coma. When he awakes,

he finds the hospital
where he’s staying is in
ruins and there’s blood
everywhere. Suddenly
he finds a door hiding
a dark truth: the living
dead are among us. The story follows the sheriff on his grim adventure
to find and protect the family he once had and hopes is still alive. An
amazing story and something for less-sensitive types.

Please turn to page 14 for GRAPHIC
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not sure how I would adjust with
someone new. “
For some, rooming with your
best friend can be an advantage; you
are already familiar with their flaws,
and you share common interests.
It can also be helpful roaming
your new campus with a friend already by your side. Even though
some students know rooming
with each other can be harmful to
their friendship, some go into it
with an open mind.
“I am attending Kaskaskia
College in Centralia, Illinois, and
my roommate is my current best
friend Kierra Graves,” said Maronda Evans, a senior. “I’m happy
because I have someone I’m
comfortable with and I know, but I
know we are going to argue a lot.”
For others, rooming with
a friend can be detrimental to
a well-established friendship.
Some friendships can’t survive the

new living arrangements and end
up costing the roommates their
friendship.
“Two people I know aren’t
friends anymore because they
couldn’t settle their differences
as roommates,” said Shavon
Mathus, a 2010 MP alum. “You really don’t know a person until you
have to live with them.”
Many people who do decide
to live with friends have their reasons. Some students have fears
of living with strangers and don’t
want to take the risk.
“I don’t want someone I
don’t know around my personal
belongings,” Uwajeh said.
On the flip side, rooming
with a stranger has its perks. For
some, rooming with a stranger
can be a fun and rewarding experience for a number of reasons.
“I am rooming with a random person for experience pur-

poses,” said Traevon Robinson,
a senior. “I know at least six or
seven people who are attending
DePaul in the fall, and rooming
with them wouldn’t give me the
opportunities I need to network
and meet new people. College
is all about the experience and
staying under someone you
already know is not fun.”
When going into your first
year of college and first roommate
experience, you should go into
with a open mind whether you
know the person or not it may end
up being a magical experience.
“I was a person who didn’t
want a roommate and wasn’t
looking forward to meeting mine,”
said Janell Mathus, Class of 2012.
“However we have become the
best of friends and are even living
together next year, now looking
back I can’t imagine my college
experience any differently.”
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Don’t just sit inside this summer; do something!
By Senitra Talley

T

he school year is coming
to an end, and everyone
wants to enjoy their summer
before it’s time to start setting
alarm clocks for school again in
late August. From jumping into a
refreshingly cool swimming pool,
to getting some much needed
cash from a summer job, there
are lots of activities that kids can
engage in this summer.
It’s going to be hot, so
instead of wasting your summer
time, find out how you can use
your time productively.
Navy Pier has been a Chicago landmark since it opened

in 1916, fell into disrepair, but
reopened in 1995 after a dramatic
redevelopment of the public
facility. It now showcases a unique
collection of restaurants, shops
and plenty of entertainment.
There you’ll find the Chicago Children Museum, an IMAX Theater,
and Crystal Gardens (an indoor
botanical park).
Amazingly, some have not
set foot on the lakefront tourist
spot, despite 8.6 million who are
estimated to visit each year.
“I’ve never been to Navy
Pier,” said McKayla Martin, an
8th grader at McKay Elementary.
“I’m always outside around my
neighborhood, so this summer I
would like to go down there with

SAD TO SAY GOODBYE
continued from page 11

is how long-lasting bonds are
formed.
“I’ve met friends that have
become family,” Sha’Toine
Winston said, “made memories that can never be erased,
and maturity that has sculpted
me into who I am and will be
in the near future.”
If asked, most AC seniors
would likely agree that spending six years together has
created a strong connection
between them.
“I’m glad I met all of my
AC friends because our bond
is so much deeper than most
people’s,” Cashmere Cozart said.
Even though the large
amount of time spent here has
built ever-lasting friendships,
the AC seniors are thrilled for
that great day of graduation
that they have been waiting
since 2007 for.
“It’s been tiring, frustrating, and long,” Winston said.
“You get that condition where
you’ve been in the same place
for a long time...”
Overall, being a part of
the Academic Center program
has been a great experience

for these students, and once
you’re a part of AC, you represent it all of the time.
“I wish everybody could’ve
been through AC and seen MP
at its best, so they know how
good it could be,” Burns said.
While the excitement for
graduation is growing, there are
still some bittersweet moments in
leaving MP after such a long time.
“I’m very sad to say goodbye,” Cozart said, “because in
these six years, I’ve grown into
a young woman and they’ve
shaped my goals and ideals.”
Furthermore, being a part
of this program has made these
students feel absolutely ready
for their future endeavors.
“[AC] has made me feel
ahead of the pack,” Dominique
Gray said, “and really prepared
for college thanks to taking
several AP classes.”
After a long, tiring, amazing, influential, exciting, and
memory-filled six years here,
these AC seniors are finally
ready to move on.
“It’s very hard to say goodbye,” Cozart said, “but, I know
it’s time.”

GRAPHIC NOVELS
continued from page 13

Maus
This is a must-read for anyone who
wishes to know the history of the
Holocaust and someone who experienced it firsthand. Written as an
autobiography by Art Spiegelman, it
follows his tragic and hardship ridden
story as a Jew who survived the hor-

rible mistreatment of the
Jews by the Germans
during World War II.
The thing that sets this
history lesson apart is its
depiction in that every
person is either a mouse
or a cat (the cats being
Nazis and the mice big
Polish people or Jews).
Nothing but pure truth
and strength are illustrated in this book, and
it is most definitely one
of the best of all time,
comic or text.

Six Flags, the beach, and downtown sights are fun places to go.
some friends.”
On April 8, Mayor Rahm
Emanuel and Cook County Board
President Toni Preckwinkle announced that more than 18,000
Chicago young adults ages 16-24
would gain valuable job training
and work experience this summer
through One Summer Chicago
(onesummerchicago.org). Over
190,000 opportunities to participate in educational and recreational opportunities were made
available for young Chicagoans.
Unfortunately, the last day to apply for work was on May 31.
“My two sisters and I applied
for One Summer Chicago this
year,” CVS freshman Sade Martin
said. “I’ve heard some of the jobs
pay you every two weeks, at least
$8.50 an hour.”
Six Flags Great America is
also a summer favorite. Online
tickets are $41.99 while general
admission is $61.99. Located in
Gurnee, Illinois, the park offers
delicious foods, tasty lemonades
and let’s not forget the big rides!
Eighteen-year-old Dionna
Coleman has been to Six Flags
more than three times.
“It’s my favorite thing to do
in the summer because it has
sooo much to offer,” she said.
“Rides such as the Superman
and Giant Drop keep me coming
back. The lemonades there are
very cold, sweet and tangy-like…
.I love them.”
Six Flags also is offering a new
event starting this summer: igNIGHT. According to their website,
the high-tech light show, music,

and pyrotechnics will be “a mesmerizing and immersive nighttime
spectacle bursting with energy,
vivid colors, brilliant visual effects,
lively performances, fascinating imagery, and pure imagination.” The
show will take place in the evenings
right before the park closes.
The amusement park is also
introducing a new ride: X-Flight.
This “wing coaster” features no
track above or below. Riders are
suspended on either side of the
track with their feet dangling
as they plunge down 12 stories, soaring at speeds of 55 mph
through 3,000 feet of intense
drops and five inversions--yikes!
Two other fun things to do
this summer would be visiting your
college and starting a scrapbook.
Most teens will be leaving for
college in the fall and starting a
scrapbook will hold the summer
memories. Visiting your college will
give you an idea of what to expect
and a chance to meet new people.
Twin brothers Damire and
Kamire Hopson will be visiting
Parkland College this summer.
“I’m very excited and eager
to get a feel of what its like,”
Damire said.
Kamire added, “I’m going
to take lots of pictures while my
brother and I are in Champagne
touring around Parkland.”
The 94th floor observatory,
more than 1,000 feet above Chicago at the John Hancock Center
features an open-air skywalk
and sky tours. It takes you on a
personal audio tour of Chicago’s
incredible sights and remarkable

history. It also features a theme
park-style ticketing area that
recreates the construction of the
John Hancock Center.
Seventeen-year-old Laquan
Agnew said he’s never been to
the John Hancock Center. “I’ve
always heard about it, I just never
thought anything of it,” he said.
“Since doing a little research on
it, I want to go down there this
summer, it sounds like fun.”
Shopping in the Magnificent
Mile (North Michigan Avenue) and
going to Millennium Park (Randolph
and Michigan avenues) would also
be some things to do this summer. The Magnificent Mile offers
460 stores (plus the Bloomingdale
and Water Tower Place malls) in
eight city blocks, running from the
Chicago River to Oak Street. Millennium Park, located in the heart of
downtown Chicago has a combination of architecture, monumental
sculpture and landscape design.
Fourteen-year-old Kira Overstreet is a fan of sculptures and
has a thing for shopping.
“I love to shop! I will be
shopping for summer clothes and
sandals at some of the stores in
the Magnificent Mile,” she said. “I
also have plans to visit Millennium
Park and admire the works there.”
Volunteering in community
effort and volunteering to read
to children at the library are also
fun thing to do this summer. Its
volunteer work so you most likely
wont be getting paid, but you’ll
be helping others to make your
community a safer, cleaner place.
“I stay in a bad neighborhood, I would love to help it look
cleaner and make it safe for the
kids,” 19-year-old Robin Collins
said. “I really don’t care what type
of volunteer work I’m doing, just
as long as it’s putting smiles on
faces.”

Fashion advice for those without a mirror
By Davia Ball

“O

MG, what does
she have on? She’s
ratchet! I know she didn’t come
out in public dressed like that.”
Have you heard this before?
This frank commentary is usually announced when someone’s
not being fashion-conscious in
public. Some often dress for the
occasion, whereas some overdress or underdress when going
out in public; yet, a minority of
these individuals may be slightly-or seriously--confused as to what
they actually should wear.
The over-dressers, underdressers, and confused-dressers
are guilty of multiple fashions do’s
and don’ts without even realizing
it. Yet once in public, everyone
else notices if their attire is or isn’t
appropriate.
“Pajamas, house shoes and
any undergarments [such as]
underwear, bras, and lingerie
as clothing should not be worn
anywhere but inside the company
of your own home,” said senior
Yolanda Bundy, a stylist. “Nothing that would bring derogatory
attention towards you should be
visible to the public.”
If you are an individual who
dresses the way you want to, regardless of what the next person

has to say, yes, you are making a
statement, but is the same statement you are making expected
to be what everyone interprets?
Even though you may think that
your attire is appropriate there
are certain limitations: wearing
skin-tight, revealing clothes despite being woefully overweight;
displays of stretch marks streaking
around your middle; presenting
deep back dimples; or framing
an obscene amount of cleavage
for all to see like it’s some kind of
trophy for attention-neediness.
“Although you can’t really
tell people what to put on their
own bodies, the pleasure of not
seeing all of your body is always
a good thing,” said Class of 2012
graduate Brandi Martin, now
a freshman at Northern Illinois
University. “Even in hot weather,
one should still walk around
with consideration to the world.
Wearing anything you want that
compliments your body is stylish
and classy, so dressing that way is
great. Yet, your individuality can
be a sign of ignorance so keep-itclassy-never-trashy just to be on
the safe side.”
How do you think a child
feels when they can’t wear certain
things to school even though the
weather is lovely outside? Unfair.
They cannot wear what they
chose to wear simply because

what they find appealing may not
be so appealing to others. See
where I’m going with this?
“In public, you should dress
appropriately in regards to the
weather and in respecting yourself,” senior Joya-Nicole Conyers said. “You should not wear
anything that displays your privacy,
yet you should always cover them.
Wearing anything that exposes
you in anyway is a no-no!”
Many people know exactly
what they are to wear and not to
wear in public yet it is all about
their decision whether or not they
want to abide by the invisible
rules of public attire. Coming
from an individual with experience, I believe that people are
always watching, regardless if you
believe they are or aren’t. All eyes
may not be on you but someone
is always watching--and judging.
So be cautious of what you
are wearing when you go out in
full view of others.
For the overdressed, think
about the “less-is-more” motto.
For the underdressed, think about
whom you are representing and
what the world sees you as, and
lastly, for the confused, take
notes; catch up on some reading
so you won’t be caught in the act.
Overall just remember this; it’s not
always what you wear, but how
you wear it.
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Varsity baseball takes runner-up in Public League title
T

he Mustang varsity
baseball team played for
the Public League championship
against Simeon at the University
of Chicago’s Les Miller Field last
month, in what appears to be the
first time in the modern era, but
fell 20-9.
The Wolverines (20-7) fired off
eight runs in the first inning, making a comeback by the Mustangs
(24-6) more than challenging.
Coach Ernest Radcliffe was forced
to go through five pitchers in the
matchup; batters managed to get
the game closer by the fifth inning,
making it 13-7, but Simeon pulled
further away after that.
“Our pitching has been
strong all year, [but] it was flat that
day,” Radcliffe said. “Even though
our pitching didn’t hold up, our
effort was very good. We continued to fight throughout the game
and showed a lot of heart, we just
came up short.”
But in order to even play for
the city plaque, the team had to
get through the Final Four against
Clemente (18-8) at U.S. Cellular
Field, the Chicago White Sox
home field.
Although it’s a team game,
center fielder James Davison is
credited with much of the victory,
courtesy of scoring two runs and
stealing three bags in the tight
3-1 victory over the Wildcats.
However, in baseball, pitch-

Above: Pitcher Marcellus Sneed in the third inning against
Simeon in the Public League title game at Les Miller Field.
Top right: Center fielder James Davison slides home safe on
a Wildcat error in the Final Four game at U.S. Cellular Field.
Bottom right: Mustangs celebrate the 3-1 victory over Clemente.
(Photos by Julian Tripp)
ing is crucial.
“[Pitcher] Marcellus Sneed
started the game and finished;
he pitched seven strong innings,”
the coach said. “He was our ace
pitcher, and when we needed
to get a win, he would get it; he
propelled us to the championship
game.”

Such success doesn't happen
overnight, as the team has been
building for some time now.
“It’s a five-year process,”
Radcliffe said, “bringing in
the right student athletes to
help accomplish a thing that
hasn’t happened in [at least] 30
years.”

Olympians get gold
By Maryah Person

T

he Morgan Park
High School Special
Olympics team proudly
represented their school at the
45nd annual Special Olympics
Opening Ceremonies and
Spring Games Track and Field
Events in early May.
This year’s Special Olympics competitors were: Kenneth
Brown (bronze: softball throw;
silver:100 meter run); Denzell
Caroll (bronze: softball throw;
ribbon: 100 meter run); Kiarrence Clifton (ribbon: 50 meter
run); Sylvester Elverton (bronze:
softball throw; silver: 50 meter
run); Talisa Foster (silver: tennis
ball throw) Aiesha Gray (silver:
tennis ball throw; ribbon: 50
meter run) Breche Hardy (ribbon: 50 meter run; ribbon: softball throw); Javonta Halloway
(ribbon: softball throw; ribbon:
50 meter run); Ashanti Johnson (bronze: softball throw;
bronze: 50 meter run); Delia

Jones (gold: 50 meter run; bronze:
tennis ball throw); Verdell Jones
(bronze: 50 meter run; silver:
softball throw); Javonte Mitchell
(gold: softball throw; bronze: 50
meter run); Antwon Morris (silver:
softball throw; ribbon: 10 meter
run); Daaid Parker (silver: 100
meter run; bronze: tennis ball
throw); Cora Reynolds (bronze: 50
meter run; ribbon: softball throw);
Brandi Pointer (gold: 50 meter run;
bronze: tennis ball throw); Sierra
Smith (ribbon: tennis ball throw);
Jarrett Ruteledge (bronze: softball
throw; ribbon: 50 meter run);
Sierra Smith (ribbon: tennis ball
throw); Harold Thomas (silver: 50
meter run; silver: softball throw);
Darja Williams(gold: tennis ball
throw; ribbon: 50 meter run).
“I am very proud of our Special Olympics team,” head coach
Darlene Pollard said. They worked
very hard and always strive to do
their best.”
The group of people listed
below contributed and helped
organize the kids for the special
Olympics of 2013: Philip Rembert

2012-2013

team successes
James Jackson Jr. and Deante Thomas

Team				Achievements

Varsity Boys Basketball		
☆3A State Champ (Coach Irvin)
				☆3A Regional Champ
				☆3A Super Sectional Champ
				☆3A Sectional Champ
•City Runner Up

Medal winners in the
50-meter run include
Sylvester Elverton (left)
and Javonte Mitchell (right)
at last month’s Special
Olympics award ceremony.
and Alan Brown (coaches); Vorice
Hayes-Causey (teacher); Carolyn
Brown and Deidra Brown (aides);
Princess Johnson, Yolanda
Thomas, Cora Stone, Pamela
Boyd, Tiffoni Stepney, and Vicka
Kinlaw (parent volunteers).

Sophomore Boys Basketball

•City Runner Up (T. Johnson)

7/8 Grade Boys Basketball		

☆City Champ

Varsity Girls Basketball 		

☆Regional Champ (T. Johnson)
•City runner up

Sophomore Girls Basketball

•Harlan Holiday Classical Champ
•Ald. Anthony ‘Tony’ Beales
•Holiday Hoops Feast 1st place

Freshman Girls Basketball

•Ald. Anthony ‘Tony’ Beales
•Holiday Hoops Feast (1st)
•City Runner Up

Varsity Baseball

•City Runner Up (Radcliffe)

Frosh-Soph Baseball		

☆City Champions (Gronholm)

Boys Varsity Bowling    
•1st place Bowling Tourn.
				(Whitenhill/Pickenpack

Three-point
contest winners

T

he Physical Education
Department held an
intermural 3-point contest among
all the PE students.
Trophy winners in the shootout were Charles Moore (1st
place, 15/21), Michael Johnson
(2nd place, 14/21), and Ronald
Smith (3rd place, 11/21).

Varsity Bowling              
				

•2nd place Mather High Water
(Whitenhill/Pickenpack)

Girls Varsity Tennis       

•City Runner Up

Varsity Football              
		

		

•City Runner Up (Yates)
Prairie State Conference (1st)

Boys Varsity Track        
•5th place CPS Championship
         
•Top 10 Outdoor Championship
				(Harris)
Pom-Pon			☆City Champs--Pom Dance
				(Pollard)

Senior Ezekiel Morris tries his hand in the 3-point shoot-out.
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Endless Twilight

Prom court winners!

Queen Katlyn Howell
and
King Xzavier Taylor

Princess Maya Jones
and
Prince Jalen Bell

Duchess Terri Mathus
and
Duke Christian Prince

Lord Alante Davis
and
Lady Celine Anderson

