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Wrestlers regain glory 
in post-season matches

Girls varsity wins 
Class 3A regional title

Mustangs win 3A regional title, 
seek sectional, state crowns

Please turn to page 15 for

REGIONAL 
CHAMPS REPEAT

By Tristian Anderson

The sophomore Lady 
Mustangs made a 

valiant effort when they took 
on Gwendolyn Brooks’ Lady 
Eagles in the semi-�nal game 
last month at Morgan Park High 
School. However, the girls lost 
to the Lady Eagles, 54-37.

The Morgan Park girls 
were looking to redeem them -
selves this year, after a semi-
�nal loss to North Lawndale 
in 2012. With a formidable 
record of 17-1, they were look -
ing to make a statement in the 
city championship--hard work 

pays off. Unfortunately, they fell 
short of their longtime goal.

After a rough �rst half, the 
Lady Mustangs trailed 35-19.

“We came out afraid,” Lady 
Mustang frosh-soph captain 
Lakristy Butler said. “We had 
been training all year. All the 
suicides, sprints, hot days on the 
track, and hours in study hall were 
supposed to pay off. We did not 
run those for nothing!”

Normally, they are a team 
that brings great energy after re -
grouping during the second half. 
After trailing by 10 to Glenbrook 
South at halftime, they were able 
to bolt out a close win.

“We are much like the 
varsity team,” Butler said. “We 
are a second half team as well. 
We pick up our energy in the 
second half. We play as if our 
life depended on the game, but 
this time it just did not work.”

Eventually, MP came back 
with great effort in the fourth 
quarter. However, the 16-point 
de�cit was too much for the 
ladies to overcome.

“The entire game I felt like 
we were going to win,” sopho -

By Kyle Davis

After battling Whitney 
Young in mid-February 

for the runner-up city title, the 
Mustangs (28-3) have since 
powered their way through the 
IHSA state ranks for a 3A regional 
title, seeking their �rst state 
championship since 1976.

In Friday’s Class 3A Julian 
Regional �nal against the St. Lau-
rence Vikings, MP easily prevailed 
for the title, 86-53.

Earlier in the week, the 
Mustangs devastated the Julian 
Jaguars in the semi�nal by 70 
points, 110-40.

Yesterday, the Mustangs 
played in the St. Laurence Sec-
tional semi�nals against Fenger. 
The winner is expected to go on 
to the sectional championship on 

Friday against either Harlan or 
Perspectives Charter.

If the Mustangs are crowned 
sectional champs, they will have 
to win three more games to win 
the IHSA 3A state title on March 
16 at the Peoria Civic Center.

Runner-up in controversial 
city championship

In perhaps one of their most 
exciting games played this year, 
the Mustangs fell short to the 
Dolphins in overtime, 60-56 in 
the public league championship 
game. The Dolphin’s number one 
big man, 6’ 11” Jahlil Okafor, was 
just too much for the Mustangs to 
contain. 

“I was a little beat up after 
having to stick him because he 
was so much bigger than me,” 

said junior forward Josh Cunning-
ham.  “I was trying my best to con -
tain him to help my team win.”

The Mustangs haven’t had 
much experience playing against 
a sizeable opponent like that since 
the last time they played in the 
city championship game in 2010 
against Marshall High School. 

Despite a lot of supportive 
press for the team this year, some 
people still doubted that the 
Mustangs would make it back to 
the promise land of the city cham -
pionship game. 

“I really don’t think about it 
much because people are always 
going to hate on me and my Mus -
tangs,” head coach Nick Irvin said. 
“But it felt good to be back there.” 

The Mustangs wrestling team enjoyed tremendous 
success this year, both individually and as a group 

throughout the post-season.
During the regular season, the team, coached by Philip 

Rembert, placed second at the Roosevelt Tourney. What makes 
this achievement particularly 
special is that it has been two 
years since the Mustangs even 
placed at the annual meet.

Then, the varsity squad 
placed 15th out of 61 teams in 
the city championship rounds. 
Even more impressive was that 
two grapplers made it to the 
city �nals: DeVante Williams 
(�rst place) and Jaleel Hampton 
(second place).

But the team really made 
some noise in the IHSA (Il-
linois High School Association) 
regional competition. The Mus -
tangs placed third in the Class 
2A bracket, their highest �nish 
since 2005.

Williams (24-6) and Hamp-
ton were also regional champs, 
with a total of �ve wrestlers 
competing in the �nals; this 
was another school record not 
achieved since ‘05, plus there 
were seven Mustangs who placed in the regional competition.

MP then sent seven players onto IHSA sectional where Wil-
liams placed third. He also took �fth place at the state tourna -
ment; his was on the second time in school history that a player 
placed at this level. The last Mustang to make this feat was Toby 
Willis who placed �rst in 1988. 

William Garrett �ghts for a lay up against Dolphins Jahlil Okafor (No. 22) and L.J. Peak (No. 10). 
Controversy surrounded the city title loss after head coach Nick Irvin alleged that score keeping 
of�cials weren’t accurate in Peak’s foul count and that he should have fouled out. (Photo by Julian 
Tripp)

Wrestlers Devante Williams (left) and Jalel Hampton hold 
up their IHSA regional brackets illustrating their success. 
Williams took third in the state sectional, qualifying for 
state �nals (where he placed 5th), while Hampton was city 
runner-up and regional champ, too.

Williams places �fth overall 
in the IHSA state �nal.

Please turn to page 15 for

SEEKING STATE

Frosh-soph Lady Mustangs 
fall in semi-�nals to Brooks

Please turn to page 15 for

FROSH-SOPH 
GIRLS

The Lady Mustangs varsity 
team (23-6) defended 

their IHSA Class 3A regional title, 
taking home the plaque once 
again after beating Gwendolyn 
Brooks College Prep 107-37 last 
month. Unfortunately, their drive 
for elusive state title hardware 
ended against McNamara in the 
Peotone Sectional Final, 68-66.

In order to get to the section -
al champtionship, the ladies had 
to �ght their way through regional 
play with wins over Chicago 
Christian (85-24; semi�nal) and 
Brooks for the crown, afterwards 
beating Rich South, 58-48, in the 
sectional semi�nal.

The sectional �nal loss was 

razor sharp, going into overtime 
and losing by two. Unfortunately, 
the Mustangs committed 36 turn -
overs, giving Bishop McNamara 
the edge. But overall, it was a 
terri�c year, according to captain 
Tristian Anderson.

“Although we didn’t get as 
far as we wanted,” she said, “we 
still had a great season.”

Next year may be challeng-
ing, as six of the girls are seniors: 
Anderson (guard), shooting guard 
Kiara Carter, shooting guard 
Taylore Cephas, guard Maronda 


