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LSC offers principal contract, is accepted
By Maya James
and Maggie West

T

he 21-month search for
a principal is finally over.
Dr. Carolyn Epps was elected
last month by the Local School
Council (LSC) representatives
to be the new Morgan Park
principal.
The final of four different
searches to fill the position vacated by Principal Beryl Shingles
in 2011, ended on Wednesday,
February 20. At the close of the
final candidate forum, the two
remaining candidates, Dr. Epps
and Krystal Reden-Thomas, were
discussed in a closed executive
session, after which members
emerged and were asked to cast
their vote for either or none of the
candidates. Dr. Epps collected
the required quorum, or seven
votes.
Soon afterward, those who
voted for her had to sign various
forms so that a four-year contract
could be offered to her that night.
Dr. Epps signed the contract,
ending the nearly two-year search
for a principal.
This latest search began in
early December when the LSC

placed an advertisement in the
CPS ebulletin announcing the
vacancy. Only 11 resumes were
received in this search, as the
number of interested candidates
appeared to diminish with each
process.
Using a rubric at a meeting in
early January to carefully examine
each candidate--two of whom
were not part of the Office of
Principal Preparation and Development (OPPD) eligibility list, the
LSC and principal selection committee members narrowed the list
to three possible choices: Durell
Anderson (assistant principal at
John M. Harlan Community Academy High School), Epps (principal
of Guglielmo Marconi Elementary Community Academy), and
Reden-Thomas (assistant principal
at Calhoun North Elementary).
After an interview session
at an open meeting later that
month, it was decided to have
only Epps and Reden-Thomas to
continue.
Finally, at the last meeting,
the two were asked 10 questions
delivered by a panel of three
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Dr. Carolyn Epps accepts a principalship contract for Morgan Park High School from Local School
Council (LSC) officials Carlisa Parker (chairperson) and Peggy Goddard (secretary). A majority of
at least seven representatives had to cast their vote for a candidate in order to be offered a fouryear contract.

Renovated auditorium
to reopen next week

INSID E

Workers complete final installation of new vinyl and cloth folding seats in Blackwelder
Hall late last month. The nearly year-long renovation of the 87-year-old assembly hall was
finished last week and is now open for school functions. See “NEW AND IMPROVED
BLACKWELDER HALL” on page 6.

Daily schedule to be
chosen for 2013-14
S

chool administrators
and staff throughout
the Chicago Public Schools
(CPS), including Morgan Park
High School, will select a
potentially new daily schedule
to follow for the 2013-2014
school year by late next week.
Dr. Lona Bibbs, the administrator-in-charge, Assistant
Principal Remy Washington,
as well as Chicago Teachers
Union (CTU) representatives
introduced and discussed five
different schedules (plus the
option to waive all five and
develop a unique schedule) to
the staff during last Wednesday’s Staff Development
meeting.
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The deadline for choosing
among the five is Friday, March
15, 2013, just over a week
away. There is also a required
48-hour notice in advance of
a vote.
Although each of the
schedules has a distinct
difference--or differences--from
the others, they do not change
the overall school calendar
for students. SY 2013-2014
still begins for students on
Monday, August 26 and ends
on Tuesday, June 10. However,
depending on the schedule,
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By Emma Bradley

3. A common disease
which plagues high school
seniors at one point during
their last year in high school.
Before they graduate, they
are overcome with a lazy and
indifferent attitude; uncaring of

enioritis (noun): 1. A
crippling disease that
strikes high school seniors.
Symptoms include laziness,
an over-excessive wearing of
track pants, old
athletic shirts,
sweatpants,
athletic
shorts, and
sweatshirts.
Also features
a lack of
studying,
repeated
absences, and
a generally
dismissive
attitude. The
only known
cure is a
Awww, isn’t this t-shirt clever? Hope it’ll fit
phenomenon
next year, too.
known
as Graduation.
their studies. There are many
2. A virus which seems to
different causes of the disease,
affect mainly second semester
but it can often be contaseniors, with few exceptions
gious between close friends.
(First semester Seniors etc.).
Often results in a change in
This virus can be deadly to
personal style; from anything
one's grades, as the carrier bebeforehand to sweats and
comes totally apathetic about
baggy shirts. Hair is barely ever
their grades, classes, homebrushed; or for women, is up in
work etc. This results in many
a messy bun or ponytail. They
"Zeros (0)" or failing grades
Please turn to page 7 for
- ultimately leading to the
drastic lowering of the grade in FIGHT
the carrier's classes.
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Americans should consider controversial
gun control solution to combat crime
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By DeJuan White

hat would be going
through your mind
if you were in a restaurant and a
madman came storming in and
began slaughtering people right
and left, including your family?
Would you be thinking if they
would ban guns this would have
never happened? Probably not!
What you might be thinking
is if people had the right to legally
carry a gun, they could potentially
protect not only their family but
also innocent bystanders.
This is sadly what happened
in a Texas cafeteria in 1991.
Suzanna Hupp (who eventually

became a Republican member of
the Texas House of Representatives from 1997-2007), and her
parents were having lunch at the
Luby’s Cafeteria in Killeen, Texas.
A gunman came in and shot
50 people, killing 23, including Hupp’s parents. Hupp later
expressed regret about deciding
to remove her gun from her purse
and lock it in her car, fearing the
state’s concealed weapons laws at
the time.
She then testified across the
country in support of concealed
handgun laws, leading to her
election as a Texas representative.
With shootings being reported upon daily in the media,

plus the shocking Sandy Hook
Elementary School shooting
in December, more and more
Americans are starting to see a
gun as an object of death and
destruction, and not what they
are intended to be.
Currently, President Obama
is proposing expansive guncontrol policies aimed at curbing
gun violence, mainly by requiring
universal background checks for
all firearm sales, reinstating and
strengthening the ban on assault
weapons, and various education
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DAILY SCHEDULE CHOICES
continued from page 1

the year can be lengthened up to
four days (for teachers and staff)
due to added professional development (PD) days.
Each of the provided models has a start time of 8 a.m.,
15 minutes later than MP has
now. But according to the CPS
selection guidance document,
“Starting and ending time will be
determined by the Department of
Transportation, after consultation
with the school administration,”
so this detail may be subject to
change.
The models were developed
by Board of Education officials
and the Chicago Teachers Union
(CTU) Joint Committee on High
School Model Schedules, as dictated by the 2012-2015 collective
bargaining agreement.
The process for selecting
a schedule is dependent upon
some collaboration between
school officials and staff, but is essentially up to the administration
to decide or at least narrow down
the choices.
“After consultation with the
school’s Professional Problems
Committee [PPC], [the] high school
administration may select one of
the following options to select
their SY 2013-14 daily schedule
for the 2013-14 school year: adopt
the contractual schedule [Model I;
see below], [or] select two models
from among Models 1-5, on which
the faculty who are union members will vote...” according to the
CPS document.
In other words, after discussing with the PPC in a non-binding
effort, the administration can either
pick Model I to be the schedule,
or they can offer two models (one
of which could be Model I) for the
staff to elect one of them.

The choices

Model I is essentially what
MP employs today: eight 50-minute periods (one being lunch) five
days per week with seven 5-minute passing periods. Students
have seven instructional periods
and one lunch period. The only
difference is that according to the
Board’s model features a 15-minute delay to the school day: the
first period start time is listed as
8 a.m., delaying the final bell to
3:15 p.m.
• • • • •
Model II is somewhat different, but its main feature is a single
advisory period (unpaid time for

The choices offered
Model I:

Regular Contract Model

Model II:

Single Blocks, Shortened Transitions
and Unpaid Advisory

Model III:

Single Blocks with Division
and Announcements

Model IV:

Single Blocks with
Late Start/Early Dismissal Day

Model V:

Double Blocks (three classes per day)

OR waive them all and create a unique schedule
teachers) held once a week. Four
days of the week, students have
eight 50-minute periods (one
being lunch) but with four minute
passing periods (Model I offers
five minutes each). Start time is
at 8 a.m., with the day ending at
3:12 p.m. The other day starts
with a six-minute passing period,
while the rest are four minutes.
Then there are seven 42-minute
instructional periods, a 42-minute
lunch, and a 40-minute advisory
period (following first period).
This day ends at 3:02 p.m.
• • • • •
Model III is another variation
of Model I but with a short division period once a week. Again,
students have seven 50-minute
instructional periods, one 50-minute lunch period four days per
week with announcements generally occurring during passing periods (8 a.m. to 3:15 p.m.). Then,
on one day of the week, students
have seven 49-minute instructional periods, one 49-minute
lunch and an 10-minute division
(8 a.m. to 3:14 p.m.). The day for
teachers would end at 3:25 p.m.,
after their PD meeting.
Model III can become more
complicated, as PD flex time (for
teachers) can be placed at the
beginning of the school day or
at the end, with varying length,
creating numerous late start/early
dismissal scenarios (for students)
scattered throughout the year.
• • • • •
Model IV does not feature
an advisory or a division period,
and is different essentially to offer
flexible professional development
(PD) time for teachers one day
per week. This schedule cre-

ates a somewhat longer day four
times a week, with one day being
shortened. Students have seven
51-minute instructional periods,
one 51-minute lunch four days
per week (8 a.m. to 3:23 p.m.
with five-minute passing periods).
However, on “flex” PD days held
once a week, there are seven
44-minute instructional periods
and one 44-minute lunch period
(8 a.m. to 2:20 p.m. with fourminute passing periods).
• • • • •
Model V is basically a
“block” schedule, similar to what
was going to be the MP schedule
for this school year, before the
Board reduced the overall length
of the longer school day over the
summer. Students have three full
100-minute double periods of
instruction, one 50-minute instructional period and one 50-minute
lunch period five days per week
(8 a.m. to 3:15 p.m. with seven
minute passing periods). There
is no advisory or division period
offered.

EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to the
editor. All letters must have a name and division number. We reserve the right to edit
all letters for mechanics, length, and content.
Please submit responses with name and division to Mr. Majeske or any member of the
newspaper, or to KEMajeske@cps.edu.
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Reality of being
‘Made’ edges closer
for cheer team

Twenty-six students were recognized for having perfect attendance during the first semester
of the school year (no absences, no tardies). They are: Briana Adkins, Lequila Alexander,
Mia Backstrom, Reginald Bailey, Nasir Baker, Breanna Beck, Jaylin Burnes-Scales, Denzell
Carroll, Brian Dantignac, Brianna Davis, Eric Davis, Ethan Dirkson, Jabrea Israel, Brendyn
Jones, Nefertia Jones, Delia Jones, Noelle Klyce, Brandon Lipscomb, Gregory Mason,
Lauren Noisette, Brandon Parks, Shiraz Pitts, Daniel Quinn, Camry Sanders, Queen
Simmons, and Emrald Warr. The students are flanked by Dr. Lona Bibbs, administrator-incharge, (left) and Remy Washington, assistant principal. This week, the 359 students who
have no tardies during this school year will be treated to a pizza party during their lunch
period. (Photo by Julian Tripp)

Clubs join forces to raise health awareness,
remember beloved staff member
By Ryanne Miller

T

he Student Council
and Public Health Club
celebrated American Heart Month
by dedicating February to heart
health awareness in honor of
former security team member
Bruce Savage, who passed away
due to complications after suffering
a massive heart attack in January.
Throughout the month,
students participated in a different
health challenge every week. The
challenges consisted of replacing
pop with water, eating a healthy
breakfast every day, and replacing
snacks with fruit. Whenever the students agreed to take a challenge,
they would receive a bottle of
water, granola bars, or fruit snacks.
“I like the fact Student Council and Public Health Club decided
to take the challenges first, then
they would persuade their peers
to take the challenge throughout
their lunch periods,” Student
Council sponsor Kandice Morgan
said. “Also, it was a great idea to
give rewards to the students to
motivate them to stick to the challenge for the whole week.”
The most important day was
Savage Day, held last Thursday,
which was when students and
staff wore the color red to commemorate Savage’s passing.
“I think American Heart Month
was a great way of making students
aware of what unhealthy habits can
unfortunately but potentially lead
to in the future,” Student Council
executive board member Tyona
Golden said. “Although it was for
a short while, it was a great way of

Heart disease is a major problem. Every year, about 715,000
Americans have a heart attack. About 600,000 people die from
heart disease in the United States each year—that’s 1 out of
every 4 deaths. Heart disease is the leading cause of death for
both men and women. (Source: Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention)
showing we care about the healthiness of our bodies.”
In addition to Savage Day,
the two student organizations
hosted a yoga session after
school in the social room for
those who wanted to get their
hearts racing.
“I think the yoga session
was the best part of the month’s
festivities because some students actually learned some new
things while having fun doing
so,” Public Health club member
Samuel Hentz said. “I think we
accomplished our mission [to get
people] involved and aware of
living healthy.”
Some of the students who
participated admitted that they
really learned a few things.
“Savage Day was my favorite
day because I was saddened by
Mr. Savage’s death because it
happened so soon, but it really
made students aware of what
could happen to your heart or

even your health if you don’t
take the right health precautions
early,” senior Yolanda Bundy
said. “It is great for us to start
young because I know I wouldn’t
have thought about participating
in those challenges until it was
brought to my attention.”
Though some students
weren’t sure about participating
initially, they didn’t regret it once
they did.
“Honestly, I will admit I
started to take the challenges
every week just to get the reward
of a free bottle of water or fruit
snacks, but when I found out
the significance and the reason
behind it, I started to get involved
because I want to be healthy,” senior Makayla Curtis said. “Mr. Savage and I were close, so when we
were told to wear red I planned to
go all the way out. Now I am actually considering doing this more
often because it is very important
to take care of your health.”

Senior cheerleading captain Sydney Patterson is interviewed
in early December by the MTV crew of the popular program
“Made.” Although their selection for actually being featured on
an episode isn’t yet finalized, the cheer squad is continuing with
the selection process.
By Morgan Williams

T

he varsity cheerleaders
are undergoing the
process to be featured in an
episode of MTV’s “Made” as
a struggling team that yearns
for a place in the upcoming
completion this month.
Senior captain Sydney Patterson nominated the cheerleaders,
who wish to be “made” into city
champions, when MTV’s network crew conducted interviews
for their 14th season which is
rumored to air this spring.
“Made” is a reality television
series that has been aired on the
cable station since April 2002.
The series follows teens that want
to be transformed physically and
emotionally into things like singers, dancers, prom queens and
others.

The team will compete in the
city competition on March 23 at
Chicago State University. In 2011,
the Mustangs placed third behind
Lane Tech and Whitney Young for
the title.
Students of any grade
level could tryout to be featured
on an episode of the popular
cable program, and 25 students
auditioned in the library back in
mid-November.
The first step to being considered for the show involved a
three-day sample recording. A
videographer from the network
came to the school in early
December to follow Patterson
and other captains, Morgan
Williams and Katlyn Howell. In-

Please turn to page 7 for

CHEER SQUAD
MAY BE ‘MADE’

Students of the Month

Students of the Month (January): Kyier Reynolds (7th),
Alania Alexander (8th), Kendall Edison (freshman), and
Taylor McRoberts (junior). Each month, teachers are asked
to submit a brief narrative to nominate a student for the
honor. Nominees are expected to consistently improve their
work, have a good work ethic, good attendance, and have no
discipline issues. Those names for the February list are to be
submitted no later than today, March 6.
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Students participate in Lunch with a Leader
By Ryanne Miller

T

he 5th annual Lunch
with a Leader was held
on February 27 at Apostolic
Faith Church of God with several
Morgan Park students--future
leaders--attending.
The event affords high
school students the opportunity
to network with key businesses,
and faith-based organization and
community leaders.
The goal was for students to
build leadership skills, improve
communication skills, learn networking skills, and obtain career
advice.

It was created by former Local
School Council president Bennie
Henry who has a non-for-profit
organization by the name of The
Support Group and collaborated
with Team ROSE (collaboration of
basketball player Derrick Rose and
his brother Reginald) to make the
event a success; and Lunch with
a Leader is just one of the many
events they put together.
Twelve schools participated
in the event, such as Crane,
Simeon, Julian, Kenwood, Whitney Young, Gwendolyn Brooks,
and many more.
Students were seated at tables
with students from different schools

as pertain to their career interest
and major if they have one.
The leaders join the students and have lunch with them
while they share their advice and
students ask questions. Also,
some students are given the opportunity to intern, jobs, or even
scholarships.
Throughout the luncheon,
vice president of the Chicago
Cubs communication and community affairs gave an motivational speech, as well former
The Voice star Terisa Griffin, who
also spoke and sung a few songs
such as “Purple Rain” and “I Will
Always Love You.”

PRINCIPAL
SELECTION

Senior Alante Davis (uniformed) participates in an activity with
former Chicago Fire Chief Cortez Trotter (center). Trotter was
demonstrating how much more you can see when you step
out on a ledge vs. staying in a straight line (line of visibility is
limited). (Photo by Kandace Morgan)

The three remaining principal candidates are introduced at an open
meeting, where they were given two minutes to deliver a brief response to
three questions: What qualifies you to be principal of Morgan Park High
School, what are your responsibilities in your current position, and what
would you do in your first 100 days as principal of MP?
First to speak is Shontae Higginbottom (then-principal at Avalon Park
Elementary School, currently principal of King College Prep High School).
The second to speak is Elizabeth Randle-Robbins (then-principal at Curtis
School of Excellence, now a turn-around school headed by Sheila BlancheBarlow). Last to speak to the audience of concerned parents, community
members and leaders, and teachers, was Diana Smith (then and current
Principal at York High School in Elmhurst).

After many weeks of speculation and rumor, Dr. Beryl
Shingles accepted the principalship at newly-constructed
South Shore International College Preparatory High School
(1955 East 75th Street). Assistant principal Deborah Carter
joined her to open the new school in Fall 2011.
In a school staff memo released on May 9, the
principal officially announced that she would assume dual
administrative responsibilities from May 16 until the end of
June, when she would leave MP for the South Shore position.
She was first elected to be principal in June 2005, after
longtime principal Charles Alexander retired. Shingles was
two years into her second contract when she decided to leave.

The first principal selection process kicked off on
May 11, 2011. The school received 21 resumes from
people interested in the position. Fourteen candidates
presented themselves at the candidate forum on June 1.

Later in the month, the LSC narrowed down the group to
two, but after Carolyn Eggert accepted the principalship at
Sullivan High School on the North Side, it appeared that the
lone candidate left standing, Doug Maclin, would likely get
the job. An LSC meeting to follow would be held to decide
whether or not they would offer him a contract.

At a meeting held on June 21, the LSC couldn’t
agree to offer the position to Maclin, thus a new
search began to find a principal.

The principal selection committee and the LSC narrow down
their choices between Higginbottom and Smith. However,
after the two candidates are given the opportunity to
respond to six different questions in an open forum, the LSC
is unable to cast seven votes to one of the two remaining
principal hopefuls, ending the third search cycle.

The LSC begins their
third principal search and
receives 17 resumes; 12
are selected for review.
Of those, the group chose
five candidates to come
to an open forum to be
interviewed. However,
two drop out before this
meeting. One notified the
LSC that he had accepted
a principalship at Tilden
Career Community
Academy High School
in the Canaryville
neighborhood, while the
other said she would not
further pursue the MP
position at that time.

The Local School Council elections are held citywide and news representatives are chosen.
Parent, community, teacher and non-teaching
staff representatives serve a two-year term
beginning July 1 after each election and ending
June 30 two years later. Student reps serve a
one-year term beginning July 1 and ending June
30 of the following year.
Dr. Edwards, the acting principal, retires.
However, he is given a 100-day contract to
carry on with the lead administrative duties.
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Dr. Everett
Edwards II is
appointed as
acting principal.

Two candidates
remain in the
LSC’s principal
search: assistant
principal Remy
Washington and
Michael Daigler,
the vice chancellor
of Development
at City Colleges of
Chicago.

It is learned that both Washington and
Daigler are denied approval by the Office of
Principal Development, stunning many. Neither
can go further in the principal selection process.
Washington is a Morgan Park alumnus
of both the Academic Center and high
school (Class of 1997)-- has an educational
background that includes earning her B.A. in
Neuroscience at Northwestern University, an
M.A. in Secondary Mathematics Education from
The Associated Colleges of Illinois, and an M.A.
in Education Leadership and Organizational
Change from Roosevelt University.
Diagler’s credentials include a M.Ed in
Educational Leadership and Administration
from Saint Xavier University, an M.Ed in
Secondary Education from DePaul University,
and a B.A. in History from the University of
Notre Dame, according to his Linkedin webpage.

The LSC’s meeting on the evening of September 21 focused solely on investigating
why the two remaining principal candidates were denied acceptance into the principal
eligibility pool by the CPS Office of Principal Preparation and Development (OPPD).
It was at this meeting, which lasted over three hours, that the candidates, assistant
principal Remy Washington and Michael Daigler, the nine-member LSC, and an
audience of what appeared to be approximately 300 concerned parents, students,
teachers, and members of thecommunity, had the opportunity to ask the OPPD
representative, Nell McKitrick, why both selections were not accepted.
Those who are denied approval by the OPPD cannot reenter the application
process for one calendar year after their initial application.
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International Baccalaureate (IB) students and teachers
alike engage in a yoga session in February; the exercise
and stress-relief program was organized by two IB
students as part of their CAS project. (Photo by Ravyn
Hickerson)

students. The questions were
developed earlier by members of
the LSC and principal selection
committee. The candidates were
given three minutes to respond to
each of the questions.
Later that evening, the Dr.
Epps was elected by the LSC.
Dr. Epps has been in education since 1986, starting as
a teacher at Murray Language
Academy. In 1997, she became
an assistant principal at Harte
Elementary School, and in 2002
after a long run at Harte, Epps
moved up to being a principal at
Canter Middle School.
She is currently finishing her
tenure as principal at Marconi
Community Academy.

Epps’ education includes
a doctorate in education and education administration, a master’s
in education and curriculum
development, and a bachelor’s
degree in business administration
and finance.
There were specific reasons
as to why she edged out RedenThomas.
“Dr. Epps stood out because
of her experience, her problemsolving skills, her collaborative
leadership, her focus on improving
Morgan Park in realistic and achievable ways, and her understanding of the need for community
outreach and involvement,” said
Peggy Goddard, the LSC secretary.
“Although the vote was not unani-

On Tuesday, February 11, the LSC met in closed session for the second Interviews
of both Dr. Epps and Reden-Thomas. Each candidate was given 45 minutes to
respond to a series of questions. The ILT and others were invited to attend the
interviews and grade candidates using same rubric as LSC; however, the LSC
decided to continue the process at an open session on Wednesday, February 20.

A final candidate forum for faculty, staff, community was
held on Wednesday, February 20 where both Dr. Epps and
Reden-Thomas responded to 10 questions delivered by a
panel of three students. The questions were developed earlier
by members of the LSC and principal selection committee.
The candidates were given three minutes to respond to each
of the questions.
Afterward, the LSC and principal committee members
met in closed session at end of forum to discuss their final
decision. After returning to open session, a vote was taken
by the LSC. Dr. Epps collected the required quorum, or seven
votes. Soon afterward, those who voted for her had to sign
various forms so that a four-year contract could be offered
to her that night. Dr. Epps signed the contract, ending the 21
month search for a principal.

Chicago Public Schools (CPS) releases their 2012
School Report Cards in November, identifying
Morgan Park High School as a Level 3, or having
“Low Academic Standing.”

Dr. Lona C. Bibbs is
installed as the new
administrator-incharge at Morgan
Park High School,
after the departure
of acting principal Dr.
Everett Edwards II.

2013
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The LSC meets
Wednesday, November
28 for a special
meeting to discuss
reopening the search
for a contract principal
for the high school.
It was decided that
it was time to move
forward with a fourth
search, setting a
timetable for selection,
beginning with placing
an advertisement
in the CPS ebulletin
on Wednesday,
December 5, 2012. A
detailed calendar was
also decided upon,
identifying a timeline for
the selection process,
ending on February 20.

DEC

JAN
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EPPS ELECTED

Yoga, anyone?

On September 10, 2012, the Chicago Teachers Union began a
strike, lasting seven school days. Teachers returned to work on
Wednesday, September 19.
With delays contributed by the strike and the fall intersession,
the LSC decides to push the search back until late fall.
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After receiving 11 resumes by the January 7 deadline, the
LSC and Principal Selection Committee (PSC) members
examine the provided profiles. Using a rubric to carefully
judge each candidate--two of whom were not part of
the Office of Principal Preparation and Development
(OPPD) eligibility list, the group narrowed the list to three
possible choices: Durell Anderson (assistant principal at
John M Harlan Community Academy High School), Dr.
Carolyn Epps (principal of Guglielmo Marconi Elementary
Community Academy), and Krystal Reden-Thomas
(assistant principal at Calhoun North Elementary).

On the last Wednesday of January, the three
remaining candidates (Anderson, Dr. Epps, and
Reden-Thomas) were invited to the first of a series of
candidate forums.
After they were given four questions to respond to
at the open meeting, Epps and Reden-Thomas were
selected to continue on with the selection process. Site
visits followed during the first week of February.

mous, I am confident that Dr. Epps
will be a good fit for Morgan Park
and will work with us to help Morgan Park become the exemplary
school we all know we are.”
Although the search for a
principal has been a long and difficult one, many MP stakeholders
are glad to finally have one.
The first principal selection
began immediately after Dr. Shingles, the principal who was two
years into her second four-year
term in 2011, decided to accept
a principalship at South Shore International High School. It’s likely
that one of the final two candidates would have been offered a
contract, but the weekend before,
she accepted another principal
position at another school. The
remaining candidate did not
receive the seven required votes
from the LSC, necessary to be
offered a contract.
The second selection, again,
came down to two candidates,
one of whom was Assistant Principal Remy Washington. Unfortunately, neither she nor the other
candidate was approved by the
Chicago Public Schools (CPS) Office of Principal Preparation and
Development (OPPD). Because
of this unusual hurdle, the LSC
was unable to offer a contract to
either candidate.
Then, last spring, the council,
once again, narrowed down their
search to two possible choices.
However, neither candidate was
able to garner the necessary
majority of seven votes out of the
thirteen voting council members.
Candidate Shontae Higgenbottom went on to become the principal of King College Preparatory,
while Diane Smith was retained
by her high school in Elmhurst.
Many have expressed regret
that the process took as long
as it did, but it was essentially
unavoidable, according to one
LSC rep.
“It’s unfortunate that we’ve
been without a contract principal
for so long,” said Keith Majeske,
LSC representative and EMPEHI
News sponsor. “I’m sure the
LSC, teachers, staff, students,
and community would have much
rather had the committee get a
principal the first time they went
through the process almost two
years ago. However, the LSC has
a very careful and detailed process for trying to select the best
candidate for the school. Unfortunately, each of the three previous processes failed to secure a
principal for the school—all for
different reasons.”
Although most appear to be
extremely happy to finally have a
principal, others are still upset at
the long process and unnecessary
measures it takes in appointing
a principal, especially with the
board’s Office of Principal Preparation and Development.
“The principal selection
process is way too bureaucratic!”
social science teacher Alvin
James said. “The power to select
a principal should reside solely
with the Local School Council and
invested community members.
As I see it, the principal selection
process has been wrested from
those with local investiture and resides in the hands of CPS officials
that thinly disguise their cronyism
as a ‘legitimate’ vetting process.”
Dr. Epps will soon become a
member of the Morgan Park family in the upcoming weeks.
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New and improved Blackwelder Hall
By Ashley Evans

B

lackwelder Hall, the
school auditorium,
will finally have its desperatelyneeded renovation completed
this week, nearly a year after the
project began.
“Our last day of work in the
auditorium will be March 8th,
and you guys will be able to take
acceptance of it on the 11th of
March for use,” said Jeff Koehler,
superintendent for the general
contractor, F. H. Paschen.
There have been many
predicted dates for the reopening,
but unexpected major delays occurred. In late fall, the project was
expected to have been finished
by January after students returned
from winter intersession, but ongoing work revealed a new problem.
“We started doing work
painting the ceiling, and the
ceiling started falling down,”
Koehler said, referring to the
brown, cork-like sound-deadening material affixed to most of
the ceiling.

A panoramic view of the renovated assembly hall, complete with new paint, doors, windows, flooring, and most importantly to
many, new seats. (Photo by Maggie West)
When the decades-old
use, and price-up the alternatives
It’s not the old assembly hall the stage, in the back row of first
adhesive became wet from the
fresh paint, bits of the cork lost
its stickiness and fell to the floor.
This was not a simple fix.
“So then it took a period of
time to decide what products to

Cooling system expected to be
operational by June
By Kenneth Greenlaw

T

he new heating,
ventilation, and air
conditioning system (HVAC) is
continuing to be installed by
the construction crew, while
the heating system continues
to be fine-tuned.
According to Jeff Koehler,
superintendent for the general
contractor, FH Pachen, the
company hired to oversee the
large scale work, there will be
an extended time period to
balance the new heating system by monitoring the building to see what classrooms
need heat on what days the
need it and how much.
“This commissioning, bal-

ancing and testing period will
take up to five weeks, roughly,
because it’s a brand new system and there are some bugs
and tweaks to work out in the
system,” the superintendent
said. “There will be a few areas
that will be hot and other areas
where it will be cold.
“This has been ongoing since last July; the whole
school got a whole new
system. It wasn’t installed last
week, and it was put in over
the course of seven months.”
Despite complaints by
some teachers and students, a
concerted effort is being made

of fixing the ceiling,” Koehler
said. “The process took about six
to eight weeks to price-up, [and]
have experts look at the acoustical
situation.”
Once the fix was decided
upon, a massive scaffolding platform was built, the old material
was steamed and scraped off
the ceiling, plaster was repaired,
and then the new material was
installed and painted.

Remember those broken,
flimsy, and often missing wooden
fold-up seats? They are finally
gone, replaced with modern cloth
and vinyl chairs.
The auditorium now has
capacity for 743 seated guests.
There are 723 actual seats, and an
additional 20 are spaces for ADA
(Americans with Disabilities Act)
wheelchair accessibility. The ADAsections are located in the front of

floor, and three large sections near
the front of the balcony.
There are now actual chairs in
the entire balcony section, rather
than merely long benches.
Those who recall what the
dilapidated hall embarrassingly
looked like, and have excitedly
waited to see all of the improve-

Please turn to page 7 for

RENO COMPLETE

THE UNIVERSITY OF CHICAGO
SUMMER SESSION ’13

Please turn to page 8 for

CHILLERS ARE
NEXT ON LIST

So, what’s left to do?

A

Q/A interview by Ashley Evans with Jeff Koehler,
superintendent for FH Pachen:

EMPEHI News: When will the air conditioning be installed?
Koehler: We have to build a cooling tower which will take place
next month, its kind of weather based but we will be working on
that from March to May.
EMPEHI News: Is balancing still an issue?
Koehler: Balancing is almost complete, now the commissioning
of the building is going to start soon.
EMPEHI News: What’s that?
Koehler: It’s like a checkout for the system to make sure its doing
what it’s designed to do.
EMPEHI News: Landscaping?
Koehler: That will be taking place probably in April, once all the
frost is out of the ground and we get some dry weather.
EMPEHI News: No more concrete work?
Koehler: No, just on the south end where the cooling tower is.
We’re redoing the circle.
EMPEHI News: What are some of the things you are still going
to be working on?
Koehler: Paint the white [structure] on the new building [a] terracotta [color] so that everything would match the bricks.

If you’re a standout, you’ll fit right in.
Don’t just communicate ideas—experience them.
Don’t memorize a foreign language—think in one.
Don’t study the ruins—excavate them.
Don’t analyze dreams—live them.
This is the very essence of the University of Chicago Summer Session. Where students are
engaged at every level—intellectually, socially, personally, and professionally. Where you
can benefit from the value of taking university courses in an accelerated, intensive format.
Join us this summer for an extraordinary learning experience at the academic home to 85
Nobel laureates.
For students in high school, college, and beyond.
June 24–August 30, 2013, 3, 4, 5, and 6-week sessions.
Apply today:
summer.uchicago.edu/HSFUEL
773.834.3792
summerhs@uchicago.edu
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CHEER SQUAD MAY BE ‘MADE’
continued from page 3

terviews were also conducted at
the homes of the captains and
others. The samples were then
taken back to MTV’s headquarters and were reviewed by the
producers.
“The next step involved a
few of us taking a 500-question
psych test,” Patterson said. “The
producers wanted to make sure
we were in a good state to be
recorded.”
Patterson believes that their
position to be on the show is set
in stone, but they’re just going
through one last tier.
“Well, right now, we’re in
the process of getting [required]
physicals done,” the captain
said. “That’s basically the last
step. The only problem is that
we have to go to our own personal doctors and that can take

SPORTS
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RENO COMPLETE
continued from page 6

up to weeks when dealing with
22 girls.”
Even though the team is
without an official coach Althea
Tucker, current sponsor for the
team, believes that the team has
what it takes, but the paperwork
is really the deciding factor.
“No one is taking it serious,”
Tucker said. “The paper work
needs to be in. Cheerleaders go
through [a lot] for competition, but
real cheerleaders get through it.”
Johnnetta Burns, a senior
and supporter of the team,
believes that team has what it
takes to win but just needs extra
assistance.
“Being on made could help
build their character and strengthen their skills,” she said. “They
have what it takes to win the competition, they just need someone

to come in and give them that
extra push.”
Senior cheerleader Alexandria Porter hopes that everything
comes together soon because the
competition is only weeks away.
“If the competition is at the
end of March then we should
recording and getting a routine
together right now,” she said.
“Since time is against us, we’re
going to have to work twice as
hard.”
Typically the average recording length needed for the show
is 4-6 weeks. That leaves ample
time for the Made coach to work
with the teen (or teens) on their
road to evolution.
“I really hope we can get our
physicals done soon,” Patterson
said. “It’ll be sad if we don’t get it
after making it to the final step.”

EDITORIAL: FIGHT SENIORITIS
continued from page 2

might have many absences and
a generally dismissive outlook
towards any type of labor whatsoever.
Okay, many seniors are tired
and are ready to move on to
the next level of their life. I can
sympathize, being at EMPEHI for
six years in the Academic Center
program, but does that give
seniors the right to stop doing
homework, put little-to-no-effort
into assignments, become careless about living, not do our part
in group assignments, or irritate
those around us with our careless
attitude and behavior?
The answer, in reality, is or
should be no, but of course, we
can’t see that because we feel as
if we have superiority and right
due to our upperclassman status.
Senioritis feels pretty good
for those who have succumbed to
it, but it doesn’t look good to a
college or your parents or sound
like a good excuse for a drop (or
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plummet) in grades.
Being a senior makes you
feel like you’re on top; you think
that you don’t have to do anything, you say you’re grown, you
say you’ll be on your own soon.
But being a senior should also
make you feel like you have bigger responsibilities that have to
be respected. You’re about to be
forced to become independent,
you’re going to have to start all
over again, you’re going into the
real world.
Your high school fame that
you’ve carefully cultivated will
soon evaporate and become
meaningless beyond the confines
of MP--unless, of course, you really have senioritis and manage to
become a fifth-year senior!
Academic Center students
have been at Morgan Park for
what seems like forever. We have
all of our credits, plus more, so
many of us definitely feel like there
is no need to do a whole lot.

Such arguments may sound
good and all, but we made the
decision to be in the AC program
so we should keep up with our
grades.
Worse yet, there are other
seniors who have been at MP for
four years and don’t have all of
their required credits, but they
still feel like it’s okay to slack off.
Everyone needs a minimum of 24
units, even though if you do all
your work each year, you should
graduate with at least 28 credits.
Many teachers work hard to
give us all an education and bring
us to the academic level we need
to be in order to be accepted
into college and be successful.
We shouldn’t be disrespectful to
those teachers who try so hard to
push us to be our best.
Our only job is to maintain
grades for a short years in our
long lives and gain as much
knowledge as we can. Say no to
senioritis.

New curtains frame the resurfaced stage area.
ments, will be in for a surprise.
I managed to get a sneakpeak in the newly refurbished
assembly hall early last week,
while workers were still installing the light green linoleum
floor tile and sheets of plastic
still covered the seating areas
to keep them clean.
Students and staff can expect to see an expanded and
refinished stage; bright mint
green, tan and white walls;
new stage stairs; new dark
green doors (no more creaky
doors!); new beige folding
seats; and new stage curtains.
There is also an ADA-required
wheelchair lift located on the
north side of the stage.
The auditorium is also
noticeably brighter, likely due
to a combination of the lightcolored paint palette used,
as well as the super-bright,
energy-efficient bulbs installed
in the existing hanging lamps.
Some may be surprised
that the school colors of green
and white are not nearly as
prominent as they were before
in Blackwelder Hall. However,
the very subdued color-scheme-almost like soft pastels of tan
and green--gives the room a
clean and contemporary look.

The new deep brown and
black curtains, which were hung
last Wednesday, clearly were
chosen for accenting the room
tastefully, rather than blindly
sticking to the MP colors.
According to Koehler, the
finishing choices were made by
the construction designers and
approved by the administration.
The initial contracted
completion date for the auditorium was December 31. It’s
common for projects to go past
the expected date, especially
with an old structure, according
to Koehler.
The original structure of
Morgan Park High School was
completed in 1916, while an addition, which includes the auditorium, was completed in 1926.
The south, or “new” building,
was completed in 1964.
Additional obstacles that
slowed completion included
the replacement of nearly the
entire concrete floor on the first
level, rebuilding the stage facade (including larger stairs and
adding four feet of maple flooring to the stage), and repairing
the leaky roof which caused
vast damage to the plaster
walls and ceiling surrounding
the stage opening.

EDITORIAL: CONTROVERSIAL SOLUTION
continued from page 2

initiatives. Even these relatively
minor changes will likely have a
difficult time becoming law.
Clearly, there is a major, escalating debate going on in the U.S.
on gun control. Some are arguing
that Americans should have the
right to carry a concealed weapon
practically wherever they go,
while others say that gun owners
should only be allowed to have
them in their home.
Another question is if the
government were to ban firearms
altogether (as some gun supporters fear), would that be doing
law-abiding citizens more harm
than good?
Or maybe they should only
allow such weapons in the hands
of people that have had thorough background checks and our
licensed to handle them.
Citizens in Missouri, North
Carolina, and Texas are asking
their state legislatures for the ability to defend themselves against
violent criminal attack regardless
of where the attack takes place.
Guns are a part of America’s
way of life. Today many people
are under the impression that
guns are the root of all that is

evil. Who would be the person
that would save a lady who
was being assaulted or raped?
Probably someone who owns a
gun and its use is not intended
for evil, or what about someone
that is breaking into your home?
Who is the person that will save
the day? Once again, probably
someone who owns a firearm and
it is not intended for the use of
evil. Those people who fought
for the independence of America
were not evil people; they were
average people who hunted and
farmed for a way of life.
Some people believe that
the if firearms were banned that
no one would have them--please!
How is that working for the current
war on drugs? Aren’t those illegal?
One example that clearly
comes to mind is the Prohibition
Act of 1920; we see how well
that worked, and it most certainly
didn’t stop people from drinking.
It only made people that would
sell it illegally, richer and powerful.
Banning guns would only take
them out of the hands of honest
citizens that own them and give
criminals more of an advantage
over unarmed citizens. An outright

ban would be ineffective because
criminals don’t care if they break
the law, or they wouldn’t be criminals in the first place.
Isn’t that the reason why
some would like to ban guns, as
an effort to reduce violent crime?
That could leave us law-abiding
citizens in more harm than good.
There can be no law that can
keep guns out of the hands of all
criminals or to stop them from
using them illegally.
Today we hear more about
kids and teenagers killing one
another either accidentally or on
purpose, but this is not because
we don’t have enough laws on
guns. Kids can get their hands on
tobacco, and alcohol, or other
drugs despite the many laws prohibiting them. Putting a ban on a
gun won’t keep them out of the
hands on a child, either.
Another issue of gun control
is whether Americans should have
the right to carry a concealed
weapon. I learned that many state
legislatures support the citizens
right to use a firearm to defend
him or herself at home. But do
you think your home is the only
place that you will need protec-

tion? What if you were in the
same situation as Suzanna Hupp
in the restaurant?
There is evidence that conceal-and-carry laws can positively
impact crime. In 1987, Florida enacted such a law. Before the law,
Florida’s homicide rate was 11.7
per 100,000. By, 1991 it dropped
20 percent to 9.4 per 100,000.
There are currently over
22,000 laws on the books in
the United States attempting to
control guns. None of them have
been effective in doing so. Why?
Because a gun is an inanimate
object, it is the bearer of the
weapon that causes the carnage.
Prior to the tragedy of 9/11,
the two largest mass murders in
the United States were perpetrated without the use of any type of
gun at all. The first was the Happy
land massacre in the Bronx, when
a man with $150 worth of gasoline and a match killed 87 people.
The second was the Oklahoma City Bombing in 1995 which
killed 168 people. The powerful
explosives used in this act of domestic terrorism were made from
a mixture of fertilizer and commonly found and easily obtained

chemicals--no guns.
Are crimes committed with
guns terrible? According to FBI
data, there were 8,583 murders
by firearms in 2011. If that’s why
they should be illegal, perhaps
other devices that kill people
should be criminal to own as well.
First to go would have to be
all motor vehicles--your car. According to the National Highway
Transportation Safety Administration, data from 2011 shows that
32,367 people were killed on the
roadways in the U.S. These metal
menaces are clearly bigger killers
than guns, but the current logic
suggests we should.
Guns are a part of many
people’s everyday life; simply
making them illegal to own will
not make the problems associated with them go away. Perhaps
the president’s proposed legislation will help, but what would
really be effective is something
that would make gun-toting
criminals think twice: a restaurant
filled with potential gunslingers eager to protect themselves
and their loved ones. A national
conceal-and-carry law could
make this happen.
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Two dances held to close out winter blues

By James Jackson
and Maryah Person

All students,
including the
Academic Center
(above left), were
able to attend one
of two dances
held at the school
on February
8. (Photos
by Brittney
McMillion”

T

wo separate dances
were held last month,
both on the same day, giving
students a chance to let off some
steam and work their moves to
some music.
A St. Valentine’s Day dance,
hosted by the girls track team was
held in the boys south gymnasium, while the Academic Center
(AC) had their annual winter
dance in the student cafeteria,
both on Friday night, February 8.
The AC dance lasted from
7 to 9 p.m., with 74 students attending, as well as a number of
parents and alumni. Admission
was $10, while parents and alums
donated “lots of water, juice,
chips, and cookies,” according to
AC coordinator Adriane Haynes.
This was the first opportunity to try out the lunchroom

as a “multi-purpose” space, as
the new cafeteria tables can be
folded up and moved out of the
way, opening up the large room.
But while that dance was
going on, many freshman and
sophomores were “turning up”
at the track team’s fundraiser.
When the upperclassmen arrived,
various dance battles broke out
between the seniors and the
lower classmen in the middle of
the gym floor.

“I don’t even like dancing,
but they made me want to get
on the dance floor with them,”
said junior sprinter Tyla Perkins.
“Everybody was happy, smiling,
and just so excited--especially the
freshman. Everybody had on their
red, white, and pink and was just
having fun. I saw Candy [Haynes]
and Mr. [Andre] Johnson walk to
the middle of the dance floor to
see the dance battles.”
Approximately 70 students

attended and everyone appeared
to be having a great time. The
staff chaperones that were there
were dressed to impress, especially track coach Derrick Calhoun
who sported a nice blazer.
The track team holds this
annual event to raise money for
new track uniforms, new track
cleats, and money to attend their
meets. New equipment gives
athletes a lot of confidence, the
track players say. Other needed

training equipment includes new
hurdles, cones, and jump ropes,
all of which could make the difference between a first place victory
or last place.
“New uniforms, new equipment, new shoes--it just makes
you feel like you can finish a 100
meter dash in two seconds,”
sophomore runner Mekah Jordan
said. “I probably can jump 20 feet
in the air with this new stuff, just
wait and see.”

Congratulations to first semester honor roll students!
First semester honor roll list 1

Alexander, Alania; Allen, Asia;
Austin, Cameron; Banks, Roy;
Beck, Breanna; Bey-Muhammed,
Janesa; Bowen, Anthony; Branch,
Jaeda; Brown, Coriana; Brown,
Morgan; Burnett, Yasmin; Carroll,
Denzell; Cato, Aysia; Cole, Maya;
Cooksey, Kristalyn; Crawford, Randi; Dantignac, Brian; Ellis, Marcell;
Ferguson, Kelsey; Foley, Christen;

Freeman, Marcellus; Garrett, William; Gilliean, Marcus; Gordon,
Marquionna; Gray, Darius; Gultney,
Jailynn; Harris, James; Harris,
Shayauna; Harvey, Ogi; Hondras,
Oriana; Jackson, Jada; Johnson,
Catherine; Jones, Brendyn; Jones,
Kerry; Jones, Victoria; Kimble,
Tiana; Klyce, Candace; Martin,
Shelana; Maye, Triniti; McMorris, Amber; Meyer, Xavier; Miles,

Kristen; Moore, Camry; Muhammad, Jasmine; Nelson, Amy Lynn;
Nlome, Ange-Nadege; Norwood,
Nija; Oneil, Xavier; Patterson, Sydney; Prear, Kelsie; Reid, Dakota;
Reynolds, Kelly; Riley, Brandon;
Robinson, Traevon; Rutledge,
Jarrett; Scholp, Kaylee; Smith,
Anaja; Smith, Tyler; Stamps, Taylor;
Stewart, Maya; Streeter, Lamarr;
Terry, Camille; Thiam, Mamadou;

CHILLERS ARE NEXT ON LIST
continued from page 6

to address their issues.
“The heating system is
operational right now,” Koehler
said. “When you do feel the
cold in the rooms, some of these
rooms we’re able to adjust them
and fix them. Some of them
many need more modifications,
but we won’t know until we have
the components of the heating
system complete.
Once all work is finished,
the HVAC will be computercontrolled, rather than mechanically as the decades-old
system was.
The cooling side of the elaborate system won’t be complete
until May; multiple components,
including enormous “chiller” units
are expected to be installed over
the coming weeks. An addition

to be built on the south end of the
boys and girls gymnasium must be
constructed to house the units.
“By the time June comes,
you’re going to have a cooling system functional,” Koehler said.
He added that that it could
happen sooner, “but we need the
building to see warm temperatures
in order to balance the cooling
system. We can’t balance [it] until
the building reaches at least 80
degrees; we need a load of heat to
see how the system handles it.”
The system wasn’t expected
to be completed until the start of
the 2013-2014 school year.
Good thing it may be running
soon, as the average high temperature in Chicago for May is 69.9
degrees Fahrenheit, June is 79.2,
July is 83.5, and August is 81.2.

However, Chicago weather
can be unpredictable. Consider
last March when summer temps
invaded the city, making it the
warmest March on record. The
city had eight days in March
at 80 degrees or above, while
March 21 hit 87 degrees.
As long as there are no
more surprises, it should be a
smooth process.
“Hopefully no more problems or delays on our work like
the problem with the [auditorium]
ceiling,” head project engineer
Bill Miller said. “We should be
done by the beginning of August
with the whole renovation project,
and that should be great news for
the teachers and students who
have been dealing with us for
almost two years.”

Thurman, Latone; Varnado, Christopher; Watson, Dauntrez; Webb,
Jacob; White, Brian; Williams,
Darja; Williams, Morgan; and
Young, Dominique.

First semester honor roll list 2

Alexander, Lequila; Anderson,
Tristian; Bailey, Jessica; Barker,
Juanita; Bennett, Jasmine; Bond,
Dashaniqua; Bracy, Keisha; Brimmer, Tambrasha; Brown, Grafton;
Bruce, Dyamond; Byrd, Kinara;
Carter, Dajah; Chatman, Alonzo;
Coleman, Tareef; Cotton, Camille;
Crouse, Keira; Davis, Brianna;
Elverton, Sylvester; Ferguson,
Taja; Foster, Talisa; Gant, Sherrita;
Gilbert, Paul; Glenn, Alexandra;
Graves, Andrea; Green, Stephen;
Hardy, Breche; Harris, Kain; Harris,
Vanity; Holloway, Javonate; Imala,
Maya; Jackson, Samonhi; Johnson,
Ebony; Jones, Dejah; Jones, Nefertia; Jordan, Mekah; Kinds, Deanna;
Lee, Kayla; Mason, Janell; McCurdy, Moriah; McNabb, Essence;
Meyer, Xavion; Mitchell, Wynter;
Morris, Antwon; Myers, Kayla;
Nelson, Hannah; Noisette, Lauren;
Okelley, Ollie; Parker, David;
Perkins, Deja; Purnell, Jalissa; Reid,
Montana; Reynolds, Kyier; Robinson, Krystina; Roseboro, Bronson;
Sanders, Camry; Simmons, Queen;
Smith, Sierra; Smith, Zakiyyah;
Stamps, Xavier; Stokes, Necole;
Strong, Eden; Terry, Kyilah; Thomas, Harold; Tinnin, Jada; Walker,
Lamont; Watson, Taylor; Wells, Bria;

White, Destiny; Williams, Destinie;
and Wnek, Ericka.

First semester honor roll list 3

Alexander, Sherell; Appling, Jade;
Baker, Nasir; Beaird, Quincy;
Berry, Shantavia; Booker, Kenneth; Branch, Denesha; Brown,
Bria; Brown, Klynn; Buchanan,
Davora; Campbell, Jada; Carter,
Kiara; Coaks, Octavia; Cook,
Kelly; Cozart, Cashmere; Cruz,
April; Echols, Kristina; Fashola,
Amani; Flowers, Louis; Free,
Tayler; Gardner, Jennifer; Gill,
Alexandra; Goldsmith, Dejahnae;
Gray, Aiesha; Gregory, Monique;
Harris, Essence; Harris, Renay;
Harvey, Donald; Holmes, Kayla;
Israel, Jabrea; Johnson, Ashanti;
Johnson, Torrence; Jones, Delia;
Jones, Verdell; Kelley, Erica; Kirklin, Susan; Lucas, Kiarra; Mathus,
Terri; McMillan, Davya; McSwine,
Bobbi; Miggins, Taylor; Moore,
Alexia; Morrow, Khalilah; Nazon,
Jordan; Newton, Jared; Norfleet,
Kordell; O’Neil, Attondra; Pass,
Tatiana; Pointer, Brandi; Reed,
Corinne; Reynolds, Cora; Richards, Evangularnette; Robinson,
Melvin; Ross, Jasmine; Sanders,
Gabriel; Smith, Akilah; Smith,
Timothy; Spencer, Dana; Starks,
Jerna; Street, David; Taylor,
Stacie; Terry, Kyle; Thompson,
Shaina; Uwajeh, Carline; Warr,
Emerald; Webb, Alena; Wesley,
Joia; Williams, Brianna; Williams,
Jayln; and Wozniak, Michael.
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Senior Board to host upcoming events Important test to gauge
Exec board reps
encourage seniors to
avoid attendance trap

college preparedness
is just over a month away

By Carline Uwajeh
and Julian Tripp

By Morgan Williams

T

he PSAE coundown
has begun: 48 days

T

he Senior Board and its
members have been
very busy working on activities
for the Senior Class and the
rest of the Morgan Park High
School student body. There have
been signs around the school
announcing events and activities
for students to participate in.
One of the activities in
progress that students have been
looking forward to is the onagain, off-again Blackout Party.
“Currently, Senior Board
Is in a state of reconstruction,”
President Michael Smith said.
“The Blackout Party is currently
pending due to a lack of interest
[among students] and the road
blocks [Morgan Park High School]
ran into in January, but I still have
hopes that the board will accomplish the goals we set out for the
rest of the school year.”
One of the signs that students
have been noticing and anticipating is the annual talent show.
Auditions were held last week.
“We are auditioning acts to
participate in the show as well as
hosts that will MC,” said Traevon
Robinson, a member of Senior
Board.
The talent show is expected
to be held on March 21.
The show isn’t all that students have to look forward to,
though.
“We are planning a ‘90s

Prom, as shown here from 2008, appears to be lots of fun. But
for many of this year’s seniors who fail to heed the attendance
policy, the formal dance will be off-limits, the Senior Class
executive board warns.
dance for students in all grades
to participate in for the month of
April,” Robinson said. “We also
plan to have our annual Senior
Week for the month of May.”
For this event, students will
be asked to bring out their best
retro 90’s gear as they come out
and have fun with fellow classmates.
Another announcement that
has been grabbing the attention
of many seniors is the revised
attendance policy. Seniors have
been alerted that if they exceed
a certain number of tardies and
unexcused absences, they will
not be able to attend the highlyanticipated prom. It’s hoped that
upperclassmen will begin to take
their school responsibilities more
earnestly.
“We also hope that seniors
are now taking their attendance
very seriously because we want to

Tardy policy for seniors with
10 or more Semester 1 tardies
ACTION

CONSEQUENCE

Student accumulated no
more than 3 tardies per
every 5 weeks with detention served on assigned
date

None

Student is tardy to class Must serve 1 after school
3 or more times in a week detention
Student misses after
school detention

Must serve Saturday 8:00
a.m. - 12:00 noon detention

Student misses Saturday
detention

Cannot attend prom
or participate in
extracurricular activities

Student accumulates
4 or more tardies in 5
weeks regardless of
detention served that
week or not

Cannot attend prom
or participate in
extracurricular activities

Student accumulates 1
cut/unexcused absence

Cannot attend prom
or participate in
extracurricular activities

10 or more tardies in a
5-week period

Cannot attend prom
or graduation

include all members of the Senior
Class in our senior prom, which
is also being planned by Senior
Board,” Smith said.
All have been warned to
make it to school and classes
on time to avoid the possible
disciplinary repercussions. In fact,
seniors received the specifics
on a goldenrod letter regarding the new attendance policy
last Friday, as well as a personal
notice indicating if they are on
“attendance probation” or not.
Those on probation have 10 or
more tardies during first semester,
and it’s those students whom the
policy truly targets.
Consequences for failing to
heed the warning are severe: If a
probationary student “accumulates 4 or more tardies in 5 weeks
regardless of detention served
that week or not,” he “cannot
attend prom or participate in
extracurricular activities.” Same
thing goes for those who get
even one cut/unexcused absence
from here on out.
Seniors are excited about
the events but are also somewhat
overwhelmed by the new rules
they have to abide by.
“Senior year is very exciting,
and I’m looking forward to what
Senior Board has in plan for us to
finish off our school year,” senior
Regine Houston said. “Although
I’m excited about the events
coming up, the attendance policy
has really upset me. I think that it
is going to be hard for seniors to
follow the rules because we are
all ready to graduate and leave
the school, so being on time for
every class might be hard but we
all have to try if we want to go on
prom.”
With the new attendance
policy, seniors that accumulate
more than 20 unexcused absences or tardies will be unable to
attend the formal dance.
All of the upcoming events
and announcements, both good
and bad, are going to be announced by board over the
intercom system, in the school
newspaper, and on posters
hung around the school so that
students can be aware of the
upcoming activities.
Senior Board Members also
ask that if any members of the
Senior Class have any ideas they
would like to have considered for
the Senior Week days or any upcoming events, to please submit
them. These suggestions can be
submitted to the Senior Board
via email at mphsseniorboard@
gmail.com.

to go.
Juniors will embark on
their road to college by taking
the ACT next month.
Hopefully eleventh graders are properly preparing
themselves for the PSAE/ACT
that they are scheduled to
take April 23 and 24. Day 1 of
testing will consist of the ACT
English, mathematics, reading
and science, while Day 2 will
consist on the State of Illinoisdeveloped science test and
Work Keys in reading, mathematics, and locating information.
According to the College
Board’s ACT website (who
produces this and many other
national standardized tests),
the national average ACT
score in was 21.1 out of a possible 36 in 2012. The Illinois
average was 20.9. Morgan
Park’s average was just below
that at 18.1, while the overall
Chicago Public School average
was 17.6.
Along with the required
ACT Prep classes at the school,
there are countless preparation courses that are offered
outside of the school in the
afternoon and on weekends.
Junior Randi Crawford
believes that her current prep
classes will help her reach
desired score.
“I’m feeling pretty confident,” she said. “Because of
the classes I’m enrolled in I
think I’ll get at least a 26.”
Like many other juniors,

River Bonds has taken a more
independent test preparation
approach by using ACT prep
books.
“I have several of them,”
Bonds said. “I take the practice tests to practice my timing
and to find the best test taking
methods.”
There is practically an
endless supply of ACT prep
books; it’s just the matter of
finding the right one.
According to online college forums, the Real ACT
Prep Guide, or the “big red
book” is currently the leader
in sales of prep books, for it
is made by the makers of the
ACT ($18 at Target). It includes
three real ACT tests and answers with their explanations.
Barron’s, another test prep
provider and book manufacturer, produces Web-based lessons ($99 at barronstestprep.
com) and books with more
intermediate content. Barron’s
produces many different types
of workbooks, specializing in
ACT Math and Science ($13.49
at barronseduc.com), and
Barron’s 6 ACT Practice Tests
($11.69).
The College Board offers
an online program ($19.95 at
actstudent.org) that boasts
practice tests, diagnostics, and
content review.
Some say practicing with
these books is helpful because
it makes the test seem easier.
Junior Kristalyn Cooksey
is really reaching for the stars
on the upcoming test.

Please turn to page 11 for

READY FOR ACT?

College Board says if you
don’t do well on ACT, you likely
won’t succeed in college
60 Percent of 2012 High School Graduates At Risk of
Not Succeeding in College and Career
According to an August
ACT Benchmark Scores
2012 College Board press
Test-takers need to earn
release: “Success in
college and career is at risk at least these scores to be
considered proficient:
for at least 60 percent of
English
18
likely college-bound 2012
U.S. high school graduates, Reading
21
according to nonprofit
Math		
22
ACT’s newly released
Science
24
report, The Condition of
College & Career Readiness 2012. The annual report
focuses on the scores earned by graduating seniors who
took the ACT college and career readiness exam—this
year a record 52 percent of the U.S. graduating class.
“More than a fourth (28 percent) of ACT-tested 2012
graduates did not meet any of the four ACT College
Readiness Benchmarks in English, mathematics, reading
and science, suggesting they are likely to struggle
in first-year college courses in all four of those
subject areas. Another 15 percent met only one of the
benchmarks, while 17 percent met just two. In short, a
total of 60 percent of test takers met no more than two
of the four benchmarks. In comparison, only 25 percent
of tested 2012 grads met all four ACT benchmarks,
unchanged from last year.”
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Club gives students chance to work in recording studio
By Maya James

“I

felt as if new doors
were opening up for
me, new things were taking place
for me, for the first time being
able to know what it feels like to
be in a studio, to push myself to
the ultimate limit being who I am
with no one to judge, but with
all the pressure of trying to get it
perfect,” freshman Jessica Barber
said. “I was scared, shocked, and
hiding from the fact that I was
there. There was no turning back,
but after recording I felt as if I was
able to do things like that now and
later in life to create who I am.”
Glee Club has finally made its
mark, being able to record a song
in New Life Community Church’s
recording studio on Saturday 23.
Members of the club have
worked months and months to
come to this point. For many, this
school-sponsored organization is
a place to go and be able to do
something creative that they love.
“Expressing myself through
music is something I do often,”
junior Zachary Lampkin said. “But
the feeling of it doesn’t leave with

Top left: Glee Club members pose for a group photo during their
visit to the New Life Community Church music recording studio
last month. Above right: Social sciences teacher and club sponsor
Alvin James shows he has the chops to ram out some serious
licks. At left: Junior Zachary Lampkin prepares to sing “Seven
Nation Army” during the club’s time in the recording studio.
(Photos by Maya James)
time; it’s my passion forever and
always.”
Social science teacher Alvin
James is the group’s sponsor,
and as most say, they are lucky to
have him. With James’ background in music, he makes things

easier for all in involved.
“It feels great to have Mr.
James as a sponsor,” Barber
said.” He knows what he’s doing, fun to be around, and has
experience in music-making. He is
serious when needed and makes

sure everyone is at their best and
full potential.”
All of the members of Glee
are extremely serious about music
and are happy to being able to
be presented with such an opportunity.

“Music is everything, and
to be surrounded by people
who share the same passion
just makes the rest of the world
seem irrelevant,” group member and guitarist Barry Bennet
said.

Students recognize African American contributions at annual ‘living wax museum’

T

he African American Literature classes hosted a Living Wax
Museum showcase featuring notables from the Harlem
Renaissance and the Social Protest era last Thursday and Friday, where
students portrayed various people who contributed greatly to society.
Each day the presentations were followed by a Black History program with presentations by students and community members. Both
events were held in the Social Room during school hours.
The students in the annual program were from English teacher
Faith Pledger’s first period African American lit class; the students who
participated on Friday in the Social Justice Era Living Wax Museum
were from her eighth period class. There were also a number of additional sophomores and seniors who participated but weren’t in either
of the English teacher’s classes.
The program that Pledger initiated last year is very beneficial to
the students she said.
“Students have discovered that African Americans accomplished
many feats, even though they encountered challenges such as racism,
poverty, and painful childhood experiences,” she wrote in an email
message. “This knowledge can encourage them to not only appreciate
their rich heritage, but armed with this knowledge, confront their own
obstacles and go on to achieve their dreams using their strengths and
talents to conquer their giants and become valuable contributors to
their communities and our global society.”
After last year’s success, Pledger was happy to do it again.
“Students enjoyed participating in the program, and friends,
family, and community members came to support our students and
celebrate Black History,” she wrote, “fostering a spirit of unity that
crossed generational and racial barriers.”
Although Black History Month is a special time for reflection and
observance of African American contributions, Pledger said it shouldn’t
“be relegated to one month; teachers, grandparents, community members should as often as possible, remind each other and our youth of
the specific accomplishments of African Americans.”
She added, “If this happens only once a month, youth and society
will see these accomplishments as a rarity or an exception instead of
the norm. It is also a pity that Black History month is the shortest month
of the year. I have had students in my African American Literature
class--black students--ask me why blacks aren’t as smart as whites and
other races. This was disheartening but also a challenge. During this
unit, students have learned that famous celebrities, such as Dorothy
Dandridge, experienced fatherlessness and abuse. They have learned
why schools, libraries and other places they frequent were named after
many of these notables.”

Graduate Ethalle Thompson (C/O 2012) holds the mike for her
grandfather, pianist Dave Green, who performs at the Harlem
Renaissance Wax Museum last month. He has also performed
at the legendary Cotton Club during the Harlem Renaissance
period. (Photo by Richard Chandler Jr.). Some of English
teacher and Wax Museum coordinator Faith Pledger’s students
with tables featuring poster boards highlighting different Harlem
Renaissance and other African American figures.
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Nursing program gives students
a head start in promising career
By Brianna Green

M

organ Park’s nursing
program has some
star qualities and star people; the
program has enlisted a handful
of students hoping to pursue a
career in nursing and receive their
LPN (Licensed Practical Nursing)
According to the Merriam
Webster dictionary, a licensed
practical nurse is defined as a
“person who has undergone
training and obtained a license to
provide routine care to the sick.”
There are currently nine
students that are entered in the
nursing program, six of whom are
seniors and the remaining three are
juniors. These future nurses are allowed to leave the school at certain
times to go and practice in actual
hospital settings to receive the full
experience of their field of work.
Some would believe that the
program is fairly easy, but senior
Sydney Jackson would beg to
differ.
“It took a lot of adapting and
getting used to at first because
little do people know,” she said.
“It's a big step from high school.”
While many would agree it’s
a really great opportunity, some
pursuing a career in nursing are
left behind because of certain
restrictions that are placed on
special programs.
Senior Keiyashi Jenkins who is
a part of the IB (International Baccalaureate) Program said that if she
had the opportunity to be in the
nursing program she would love to
be, but that the restriction IB puts
on the students from the start have
her behind in her future career.
“I think it would be a good
opportunity,” Jenkins said. “It's a
good start towards my career as
a nurse.”
She has a valid enough
knowledge about what the
students do, which is why she
believes its fair that IB have all
classes locked down.
“The way they have things
set up makes sense, because with
the way the curriculum is set up,
we wouldn't really have time for
extra programs,” Jenkins said
about the rigorous IB program.
This is a two-year program,
like IB, that essentially begins in

READY
FOR ACT?
continued from page 9

“By attending numerous
ACT prep classes provided by the
school, as well as membership
in college readiness program, I
believe I will be able to aim for
the 30s and above!” she said.
Doing well on this important
test will not only assure one’s
admittance into a top college or
university, it will also diminish the
cost of tuition. Though, of course,
with the help of transcripts, recommendations, and attendance.
“The ACT is essential for the
success of a teenager’s future,”
Cooksey said. “It dictates what
college [he/she] will be able to
attend, as well as the education
provided by their college for their
major.
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the junior year and
carries over into
senior year.
During this time,
students participate
in both theory and
performance. Theory
consists of lectures
and exams, while
performance is clinical (primarily working
in hospital wards or
U.S. News 100 Best Jobs of 2013
clinics).
are the occupations that offer a
Kiara Neal, also
mosaic of employment opportunity,
a senior, would also
good salary, manageable worklike to be a nurse,
life balance, and job security. The
but unlike Jenkins
following are their Top 10 choices:
she has experienced,
only partially, the life
Dentist
of a nurse through
the National Youth
Registered Nurse
Leadership Forum
on Medicine.
Pharmacist
“We had to
clean and stitch up a
Computer Systems Analyst
bloody bike victim,”
Neal said. “He
Physician
needed 20 stitches.”
The United
Database Administrator
States is projected to
Software Developer
have a nursing shortage that is expected
Physical Therapist
to intensify as baby
boomers age and
Web Developer
the need for health
care grows, so this
Dental Hygenist
is truly a field of opportunity.
--Sorry, teachers:
According to
the Bureau of Labor
High School Teacher
Statistics’ Employment Projections
in applied science. An LPN can
2010-2020 released in February 2012, the registered nursing
be considered equal to a RN depending upon their level of study
workforce is the top occupation
and experience they obtain.
in terms of job growth through
2020. It is expected that the
Even though we have a
number of employed nurses will
handful of students at Morgan
Park who participate in the progrow from 2.74 million in 2010 to
gram, there are also students
3.45 million in 2020, an increase
from other schools, such as
of 712,000 or 26 percent.
Nursing is also the No. 2
Simeon, Kenwood, and John
career on US News and World ReHope who also participate.
After completing the
port’s list of The Best Jobs of 2013.
program, they receive their LPN
The Bureau of Labor Statistics
(Licensed Practical Nursing).
reports the median annual wage
for a registered nurse was $65,950
It’s important that we underin 2011. The best-paid 10 percent
stand that these ladies are offered
a great opportunity in starting
of RNs made more than $96,630,
their future. They work in real
while the bottom 10 percent
hospitals settings and nursing
earned less than $44,970.
RNs are just the higher level
homes, such as St. Bernard and
of nursing that requires a degree
The Renaissance nursing home.
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March is dedicated to
women’s history
After teaching for fifteen
years, Susan B. Anthony
became active in temperance
(abstinence from alcoholic
drink). Because she was a
woman, she was not allowed
to speak at temperance rallies.
This experience, and her
acquaintance with Elizabeth
Cady Stanton, led her to join
the women’s rights movement
in 1852. Soon after, she
dedicated her life to woman
suffrage.
--National Susan B. Anthony
Museum & House
By Brianna Daniels
and Brittney McMillion

W

omen's History
Month is observed
worldwide that highlights
the contributions of women
to events in history and
contemporary society and is
celebrated in March in the
United States.
Many are taking the time
out
to acknowledge the
women that
they look
up to, both
historic and
present day.
“I look
up to [First Lady]
Michelle Obama because she
shows the crucial role a black
woman plays in the stability of a black man,” IB junior
Essence Harris said. “I also
look up to [R&B singer]
Beyonce’ because she
exemplifies beauty
and grace, yet she
is still humble and
embraces her imperfection.”
Sophomore
Da’Vya McMillian
agrees with Harris and look up
to Beyonce’ as well.
“I look up to Beyonce’
because she’s talented, a great
role model, and she keeps her
business and personal business
up to par,” McMillian said.
In 1911 in Europe, March

8 was first celebrated as
International Women's Day.
In many European nations, as
well as in the United States,
women's rights were a political
hot topic. Winning the vote
during women’s suffrage was
a priority of many women's organizations. Women and men
wrote books on the contributions of women to history.
“An influential woman
that I look up to is Sistah Souljah because she writes books
that teach lessons that guide
the minds of young men and
women and make them about
their current life choices,”
senior Autumn Crump said. “I
also look up to Aassata Shakur
because she stood her ground
on what she believed in.”
Many people look up
to women in their family and
define them as influential.
“I look up to my Mommy
and Nana because they both
made it and accomplished
their dreams no matter how
tough it was for them to do it,”
junior Diamond Sims said. “I
just want to fulfill my wishes as
they did.”
Shelby Hubbard feels that
women that come out of an urban community and make it in
life are notable and influential.
“Keyshia Cole comes
from an urban based family

Please turn to page 12 for

IMPACT
OF WOMEN

Some say they want more hand-on, or vocational, classes
By Jacob Webb
and Brandon Ringo

E

ver wanted to be in a
carpentry workshop?
Be a mechanic? Or learn home
economics? These vocational
subjects are good classes
to prepare some students
who want to have a career in
construction or become a chef
or learn how to be independent.
Voc ed classes are generally courses that prepare students
for a career. Schools that offer
thses courses are usually schools
that have the funding to do so.
Morgan Park did have lots
of these types of classes years

ago, but for a variety of reasons,
most notably funding, there is
only one in-house program: Information Technology Applications.
There are other programs, but
they are all off-campus: the nursing
program, police/firefighter academy, and Gallery 37, most notably.
Once upon a time, MP had
many job-related programs
on-site: auto shop, carpentry,
drafting, business (typing and stenography), an actual print shop,
and home economics. Some
equipment still remains, including a working hydraulic auto lift
in the garage on the north side of
the building. However, the myriad
kitchen appliances for home ec,
once in Room 312, are long gone.

Today, in order to have any
vocational programs, schools
have to apply for them through
the Career & Technical Education
(CTE) program. There are approximately 40 different programs of
study, including business, culinary,
construction, transportation, and
others, according to the Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) website.
Many years ago, students
could take a single voc ed class
and be done with it. However,
today’s CTE program expects
students to take three courses,
including all the required CPS
core courses.
The program track begins
sophomore year, where students
are introduced to basic concepts;

during junior year, students take
the training level course; while
senior year is advanced training.
In order for any such
program to survive at a school,
students must be “committed” to the entire three years,
according to programmer
Michelle Monaco.
Some students believe that
vocational classes will improve
them educationally and emotionally.
“Morgan Park deserves
the vocational classes,” senior
Wayne Wheat said. “It will improve students’ wants or likes of

Please turn to page 12 for

MORE VOC ED
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With tasty Twinkies possibly gone for good,
some worry about losing other favorite brands
By Tyla Perkins
and Erica Kelley

H

ave you ever had a
cream-filled Hostess
Twinkie? Or how about the
chocolate Ding-Dong cupcakes
with the swirled icing on top?
How about a Ho-Ho?
Well, good luck trying to go
out and find these items on store
shelves today. Hostess Brands,
the maker of many sweet treats,
went bankrupt in November
2012 after 83 years of operation.
Flowers Foods bought Hostess
for $360 million last month, but
it’s unclear whether or not the
food giant will produce any of the
much-loved dessert products.
Most people can’t even go
a full week without eating one
of their favorite foods. No food
can really replace another type
of food. The two might compare,
but nothing can ever be exact.
With this stated, imagine trying to
substitute your favorite food that
has went out of business.
“My favorites are Skittles and
Popeye’s chicken,” said Taliyah
Spells, a junior. “If they didn’t exist, I’d probably be heartbroken.
What would I possibly do without
these two in my life; I eat both of
these things at least once a week
so it probably wouldn’t feel the
same without them.”
Some people simply don’t
know how to exist without their
favorite foods. When asked if
certain companies did not exist,
students were puzzled as of what
they’d turn to. Others said they’d
probably start changing to a

whole new diet plan.
“My favorite place to eat is
Harold’s chicken,” said Lamont
Walker, a junior. “If they went
out of business, I’d probably die
to be honest. No other place
makes that sauce like them, and
the chicken be bangin’; without
Harold’s, I’d really be lost.”
Bankruptcy is the most common reason for why businesses fail
according to statistics. Running a
business has a lot of duties that
come along, and some corporations aren’t fit for the challenge.
“If Home Run Inn Pizza was
to close, then the rest of the
world might as well close!” said
Robin Kennedy, a junior. “Home
Run Inn is the source of all life and

continued from page 11

Some of the students also
feel the classes will look good on
applications.
“The classes, of course help
the students learn helpful skills
for everyday life, but they also
looks good on a job application,” senior Steven Washington
said. “People have to do stuff for
themselves [meaning the students
keep their grades up].
Other students feel that the
vocational classes would offer
variety to Morgan Park.
“I think it will add variety to
our schedules and make school
more interesting, senior Aisha
Clark said. “It’d be something different from our usual classes.”

IMPACT OF WOMEN
continued from page 11

that contained a lot of drama,”
Hubbard said, “but she didn’t let
that stop her from prospering and
fulfilling her dreams and being a
humble and successful R&B singer.
For those reasons, she’s an influential woman and she inspires me.”
Many say that some women
are becoming way more powerful
than men.
“Women have all of the
rights when it comes to having
children,” senior Derricka Vasser
said. “Women are favored by
family courts, and they account
for the majority of college graduates. With that being said, the
average woman is way more pow-

customers.
Some students depend on
fast food restaurants or favorite
snacks to fill them up whenever
they are hungry. Junior Dominique Davis thinks so as well.
Lots of students love pizza.
Different toppings like pepperoni,
sausages, anchovies and more are
fulfilling to the stomach of most
teenage students here at MPHS.
There are almost thousands of
different pizza restaurants across
the nation and more than plenty
in Chicago.
“Pizza is so good,”Junior
Jaquan Kilgore said. “I have to
eat Beggars Pizza at least twice
a week. I don’t know what I’d do
without it.”

If you want a Hostess Twinkie, you’ll have to purchase them online, as few brick-and-mortar
stores have them, since Hostess brands went bankrupt in November. And since there is only a
limited amount left, prices are expensive, as this Amazon ad shows.

MORE VOC ED
going to classes. [Having the vocational classes] will also improve
the students’ grade point average
because students will want to go
to these classes and experience a
hands-on type of learning which
seems interesting.”
Other students believe that the
vocational classes are beneficial.
“[Morgan Park should have
more voc ed] because it helps the
students learn things that can be
used in the real world,” senior
Tyjuan West said. “Like if you have
the auto shop class, it will be easy
for a person to work on cars or
trucks. The same goes for home
economics; a person will know
how to cook for their family.”

the greatest pizza ever. Anyone
who disagrees is clearly living a
horrible life!”
When corporations close, it’s
most likely because it has been
sold to another company/corporation. For instance, U.S Cellular
was sold to Sprint and now they
have become a joined partnership, but sooner or later there will
be no more U.S. Cellular.
Some corporations that
some experts fear could go out
of business in 2013 include Sears,
RadioShack, JCPenny, Best Buy,
American Airlines, and even
Avon. Even though these are very
popular corporations, they are still
predicted to go out of business
this year because they are losing

erful than the average man.”
Historically speaking, the most
influential woman among many
young women is Susan B. Anthony.
“Susan B. Anthony is an influential woman to me because she
was one of the first true and loyal
women right’s activists,” junior
Mekah Jordan said.
Junior Shantice Ewing goes
on to agree with Jordan.
“Susan B. Anthony is someone that I look up to because
she worked for voter’s rights and
women’s suffrage,” Ewing said.
“Her contributions made it possible for women to get jobs, vote,
and are equal in today’s society.”

Auto show featured vintage,
dream, and futuristic cars

This 2013 Volkswagen
Beetle feaures an unusual
matte paint finish. (Photo by
Davia Ball)
By Davia Ball
and Sydney Haney

B

ringing thousands
of people to the
Chicagoland area each winter,
looking for the newest trends and
most fuel efficient vehicles, the
annual 2013 Chicago Auto Show
was sure to please attendees,
future buyers, and tourists as it
does every year.
Since the first show in 1901
held at the McCormick Place,

this annual attraction ran February 9-18. This car lover show
featured over two dozen venue
sites packed with hundreds of
displays of international, environmental friendly, and vintage
automobiles.
This main attraction gave
participants a chance to learn
about today’s trendsetting cars
that seem to fit exactly what any
buyer was looking for. Whether
it was a graduation gift, prom
car, and/or an update to the car
of you’ve had way too long, this
event had it all.
A realistic graduation gift
for the seniors or anyone starting off with their first car could
be a Beetle. Volkswagen upgraded their Beetles to more
chic and modern day look.
The new 2013 Super
Beetle SEMA is a Beetle done
over with a turbo engine, new
low pressure cooling system, and turbo back exhaust
system. They even remade
the yellow and black Pokémon
Beetle making it a better fit for
the new day and age. Volkswagen featured a particular 2013
Beetle that had matte blue
color. This specific paint had a

Please turn to page 13 for

AUTO SHOW
REVIEW

Some seniors
express
concerns,
excitement
over going
to college
By Jasmine Bennett
and Brienna Taylor

S

eniors have mixed
feelings about
college but, overall, are
both excited and anxious.
Many are looking forward
to leaving for college this
fall as they prepare for life
during and after college.
According to the Institute of Education and Sciences, 3.1 million students
from public high schools
will graduate in the 2012-13
school year.
Students are very
excited to be going off to
college, and some are even
moving far away from home.
They all have many different
and big plans for their next
step up to college.
“[I’m going to] Howard
University or Florida A&M
University,” senior Imani
Strong said, “majoring in
chemistry. I plan to be a
pharmaceutical scientist.”
On the other hand,
some students prefer to
stay closer to home to earn
their degrees.
“I’m counting down
the days [until graduation],”
senior Denesha Branch said.
“I will be attending U of I in
the fall, majoring in nursing.
Afterwards, I plan to get an
internship at UIC or Northwestern University.”
According to the New
York Times employment
rates for new college graduates have fallen sharply in
the last two years. This is
because of the economic
status of the U.S. So seniors
are optimistic about finding
employment after college
but currently this is not on
their side.
“I’m ready for college,”
senior Jamila Nelson said,
“as long as I stay focused
and commit to my work, I’ll
be fine after college and
find work immediately.”
Some students are
pretty nervous about starting college. It’s a big step
to take. Leaving home,
being on your own, and
starting all over.
“I don’t think all seniors
are ready for college, including myself,” senior Janae
Meaders said. “It’s a maturity thing, academically and
socially. On the other hand,
I plan to make college the
best time of my life.”
In 2012, Mayor Rahm
Emanuel spoke to Morgan Park seniors where 80
percent of seniors were
graduating. So while the
Class of 2013 has things to
learn, the majority of the
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Tick-tock, prom countdown begun
By Brittany
Prince

S

enior
Mustangs:
Are you ready?
Prom, held at the Alder
Planetarium on Friday evening,
May 31, is 86 days away and
counting. This will be a night we
all will remember for the rest of
our lives--that is, as long as your
attendance is in order!
It is sure to be an evening

full of celebration, a dream come
true, with dancing under shining
lights, smiling for the million-andone pictures we’ll take to capture every moment, living in the
moment with the people we have
known for the past four years.
But first, there are some
things that have to be done.
There are less than three months
until the big night, so we need to
be ready. With careful planning,
we will.

March

Ladies, at the three-month
mark if you don’t already have a
dress picked out, around this time
it would be best to know at least
what style, length and or color
you plan to choose. After this
time you may be stuck with a rush
decision, or worse, no decision.
Guys, at the 12-week mark, a

By Jazmine Purdis
and Markee Williams

Bad
Wale
This is a twist on R&B and hip hop because it has a
rapper and a singer with a mellow feel. In this song
Wale and Tiara rap and sing about how they have
commitment problems, because they know they
have flaws that need to be worked on. “Cause I have
some issues/I won’t commit/But at least I can admit
that I’ll be bad to you.”

Please turn to page 14 for

PROM PLANNING

AUTO SHOW REVIEW
continued from page 12

metallic yet flat, non-shiny finish
to it. Even though a car like this
has not come out yet, its estimated price is close to $32,000.
If you are looking for a car
that is not only used to look best
in for a special event, then the
2013 Chrysler is a perfect car. This
car is an all-around luxury to ride
around your side of town with
its all over silver painting, wide
spread grill, and bulb lighting in
the headlights. It makes this car
a head-turner. If you are a big
spender, sitting at an estimated
price of $ 45,000 makes this car
almost too good to be true.
If you did not have enough
money to consider buying or renting a car, they had plenty of cars
just for show, such as the 2013
Dodge Challenger SRT8 coupe,
the 2013 Chevrolet Camaro V-8s
or even the Dodge SRT Viper that
took a two-year leave of absence.
These vehicles sure carry a lot of
engine power and would definitely make a statement on the roads.
The auto show was not all
about new and fast cars. Towards
the back of this event there was a
roped off area of classic cars, including a powder blue 1957 Ford
Thunderbird, a cream and silver
1959 Jaguar XK-150, a jet-black
1967 Cadillac Eldorado, and many
more. Though these cars were a
beautiful sight to see, spectators
were not allowed to touch nor get
in these antique vehicles.
For those attendees that are
not so much interested in new
cars at all and mainly focused
on the interior design of their
vehicles, there was a tent specialized in “tricking out” cars. The
cars on display in this area were
the ones you would see in music
videos/ from fish tanks in the back
of a car, neon lights of different
colors boarding the inside car to
TVs everywhere you could possibly turn your head.
Like the classics, these cars
were off limits to spectators.
Neither touching nor entering the
vehicle was allowed, but that did
not stop surrounding spectators
from dancing to the booming
music and becoming mesmerized
by the flashing lights.
The auto show was not just
about the vision of the cars but
about what some of the main
manufacturers really had to offer
its participants and future customers where you could experience
the life of your selected car before
purchasing and/or renting one.
The Jeep tent had an obstacle course where spectators were
allowed to sit inside a new 2013
4x4 wheel drive vehicle and test it
out with their professional drivers.
The Jeep would prove its balance
and top quality capability and why
it is truly a 4x4 wheel drive.

My iPod Playlist

Started From The Bottom
Drake
This is a more of a nightclub song. It has a fast, upbeat feel to it. Drake raps about having nothing and
now being rich and buying whatever he wants. He
also expresses how it was easy and how he lost so
many friends along the way. “Started from the bottom now we’re here/Started from the bottom now
my whole team here.”

Power Trip
JCole and Miguel
This is a soft, slow tempo song; it kind of put you in
the mind of a love song. J Cole raps and Miguel sings
about having a crush on a girl since they were young
and now they’re searching for her because they
think they’re in love. “She got me up all night, down
and out with these love songs/She got me up all
night, drownin’ out with these love songs.”

I Knew You Were Trouble
Taylor Swift
This is a heartbroken song with a relaxed feel. Taylor
sings being mistreated by the one she loved, and
now realizing she’s the one that allowed it. “Cause
I knew you were trouble when you walked in/So
shame on me now.”

Some of the unique
features of this year’s
Chicago auto show
included Jeep Camp, a
“test drive” of a 2013
4x4 on an off-road
course (by a professional
driver), plus antique
cars like a 1967 Cadillac
Eldorado. (Photos by
Davia Ball)
Buckle your seat belts! As
the professional driver drove over
uneven logs giving you a slight
whiplash, a 30-degree tilt that was
sure to have you believing the car
was going to tip over.
After recovering the tilt, you
would believe it was over but that
was just the beginning. The driver
steered its passengers up a very
steep hill as well as coming down.
“As the car went up the hill, I
felt as if I was falling backwards,”
said, attendee Carla Quinn. “The
Jeep experience gave me such a
rush.”
Jeep also had a mini rockingclimbing site, where anyone could
take the challenge and climb
the wall. Families and all yet the
children seemed to enjoy the wall
more than the adults. Adults’ fun
was built in the arena itself and
had a few waiting outside. Venders offered free test drives around
a track from participating dealers,
such as Dodge, Volkswagen, Fiat,
and Toyota. The car you seem to
be drooling at, you could have
easily taken it for a slight spin.
Aside of enjoying the show,
adults were able to make a “pitstop” by the Secretary of State’s
Public Services Booth where
staff was on duty to help anyone renew their driver’s license,
purchase a new license plate renewal sticker, and all for vanity or
personalized license plates. This

Fumble
Trey Songz
This is another soft heartbroken song. Trey sings
about having a great girlfriend, but he treated her
wrong and now she’s gone. “And it’s not your fault
that I fumbled your heart/Should’ve let go of my
past for you, you did everything I asked of you.”

Me
Tamia
This is a soft song. Tamia sings about finally realizing
that she deserves more from her relationship, and
now she’s giving up on it and loving herself. “And I
finally see that/loving you and loving me just don’t
seem to work at all.”

was somewhat a gift provided by
Secretary of State Jesse White.
As the journey of new excitement came to an end, attendees
could enjoy themselves to many
venders around the arena or take
a trip to the cafeteria, perhaps
even listen to the sounds of Chicago’s B96 with radio specialists
Stylz and Roman.
Attendees were quite please
with come on February 12, for the
tickets were at half price, costing
$6 because it was Women’s Day.

READY OR NOT
continued from page 12

seniors will go to college.
According to an article
by Kelci Lynn Lucier, a reporter for US News and World
Report, the top reasons for
freshman college students’
nervousness include financial
concerns, not having good
time management skills,
and overall not doing well
academically the first year of
college.
“I’m nervous about starting college,” senior Ar’Shayle
Huggins said. “Going to
school and chilling are my
plans, mostly!”
While a lot of high school

students all over believe that
college is all about partying and
having a social life, others think
it’s something a little more to it.
“College is the time for me
to grow as a person,” senior Brianna Rainey said. “[There are] a
lot of things I can improve on.”
While schoolwork and getting the hang of their new college
life should be your first priority
your freshman year, don’t be
afraid to have some fun every
once in awhile. Just make sure
you are in control of it.
“Working, going to school,
and partying are my plans,”
senior Maya Cole said. “I’m

excited about moving [away to
college].”
Overall, students are
both very excited and nervous
about moving on to college.
They are anxious to move out
of the house and discover new
things, while excited to have a
fresh start and have a little fun.
“College is the time to
discover things about yourself
that you otherwise wouldn’t
know under parental control,”
senior Kayla Moore said. “It’s
also a time to realize your
strengths and weaknesses as
a person that you’ll carry into
adulthood.”
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You got pwned!
Video game review: Metal Gear Rising: Revengeance

“W

Get used to Raiden as Snake isn’t in Revengeance.
walls to make distracting echoes,
shoot tranquilizer darts, or use the
signature Cardboard Box to hide
from enemies or take them out.
In this latest entry in the
series, you’ll hardly ever want to
sneak anywhere. As the games
main protagonist, Raiden, you
start off as a young cyborg ninja
(yes, you read that right) who

corridor
quips
What are you doing over spring break?
By Kierra Rogers
and Nina Hunter
“I plan on going to
California over spring
break. The plan is
not 100 percent
sure right now, but
I hope we do.”
Nyah Samuel,
senior
“I plan on going
to Georgia for
spring break. I’m
going to go visit
some family and
going to visit
some colleges.”
Joya-Nicole
Conyers, senior
“For spring
break, I’m going
to Florida with
my sister and
friends, and we’re
going surfing and
to a timeshare.”
Curtis Mitchell,
junior
“For spring break,
I plan on going to
Wisconsin Dells.
I’m going to the
water park to
have fun with my
family.”
Dayzha Johnson, sophomore
“For spring
break, I plan
on going to
Wisconsin Dells.
I’m going to the
amusement park
and having some fun
in the pool.”
Amuari Davis, freshman

Some say students, teachers
cross the line of disrespect
By Victoria Gardner
and Jarrell Brazil

P

By Jerome Fuller
ar…is changing.”
That’s a famous
quote from Solid Snake, the main
character in the hit video game
series Metal Gear Solid. But
even though Snake isn’t the main
protagonist for this game (or is
even in it) he’s no less right about
the changing battles to come in
this action-oriented hack-andslash. Instead of sneaking around
and hiding from enemies as
Snake, you’re tasked with a more
direct approach: Slash the enemy
head-on.
Metal Gear Solid started off
as a hybrid of action-adventure
and real-time strategy. Up until
this installment, the objective
used to be to sneak up on enemies and knock them out--or
avoid them all together--to reach
your goal. You could knock on

SPORTS

“I’m on the baseball team, so we
plan to take a trip
to Tennessee for
a baseball tournament for three
days over spring
break.”
Ollie Banks,
junior
“For spring break,
I plan to stay in
the city and help
my grandma
around the
house.”
Dazesha
Williams,
sophomore
“For spring break,
I plan to go on a
college tour and
to go to Atlanta
to visit my auntie.”
Brenae Scott,
sophomore
“For spring break,
I plan on playing baseball and
going to Tennessee for a tournament.”
Lavar Reed,
junior
“For spring
break, I plan to
go to Texas to go
visit my cousins in
boarding school
and also to play
AU bball.”
Manuel Robinson, junior

is working for a private military
group hired by an unknown country in Africa after a recent civil war.
After training their army and
increasing the country’s defenses,
peace seems almost within reach,
but thing go sour fast. You are
attacked, along with the Ambassador of the country you’re assisting.
The Ambassador is kidnapped and
you must rescue him quickly, so
you take off your suit to reveal you
cyborg body and pull of a case
holding a high-tech ninja blade.
After taking control of the
character, you immediately feel
the difference in play styles.
And for those who can’t adjust
well, there is a tutorial mode. The
movements of the character are
fast and concise, as you can choose
to jog or use the much more versatile “Ninja Run.” The Ninja Run
is multifaceted, due to its many
capabilities. Not only can it let you
clear objects simply by going near
them and automatically maneuvering over them, but you can use it
to speed up behind enemies and
knock them down or knocking
them into the air, either way leaving
them vulnerable to attack.
This leads to another important change to the game, the
combat has been completely overhauled for this game. It operates
like a normal hack-and-slash at first
glance, one buttons does one attacks, another button does a different on, and mixing them in certain
patterns makes combo moves.
But then your camera is suddenly a lot closer to the character,
where as it is usually hovering
a little further back seeing as
this is a third person game. In
this zoomed-in state, known as
“Blade Mode” you experience an
awesome new innovation to the
action game genre.
In this mode, quick rotations
of the analogs sticks turns a dial
on the screen the shows a direction you want to cut in. It sounds
confusing at first, but once you
learn the ropes, it allows you to cut
apart enemies and objects alike,
as many times as you can manage
in the time given. And with the
possibility of upgrades and new
weapons, this game never ceases
to keep you entertained.
The story, while original,
tends to sound ludicrous and silly
at times. And the title is laughable to say the least [Revengence
isn’t a word!], but the game play
is consistently fun and the plot
doesn’t necessarily disappoint.
This game is plenty worthy of
a purchase, but only if you can
handle bloody chunks of enemy
cyborbs flying across the screen
the entire time you play.
This reporter gives “Revengence” a 9.0/10!

aper ball throwing,
yelling, and cursing
are all means of a disrespectful
behavior of students towards
teachers; however, sometimes it
the reverse where teachers talk
down to students.
Many teachers believe that
children are becoming more badmannered to teachers and other
adults, while some students claim
it happens as a result of disrespecting them.
Back talking and sassing are
all means of disrespectfulness in
children. Impertinence appears
to be becoming more common
among today’s youth.
“I think children are becoming more disrespectful because
kids now-a-day have more aggression, so they tend to [lash]
out at anybody, regardless,”
senior Aaliyah Vance said.
In a 2012 Monkeysurvey by
the National Unit of Teachers,
out of 363 teachers interviewed,
75 percent of the them said they
witnessed or have been a part of
students’ rude behavior.
Cursing, name-calling, and
throwing things at them are some
aspects of the many things that
children have done to dehumanize and dishonor teachers, as well

as other adults.
“When students curse in
front of teachers, the language
shows the lack of respect students
have for them,” said Wynter
Mitchell, a senior.
Psychology teacher Lashandra Smith-Rayfield said she believes young people just haven’t
been taught how to act properly.
“I don’t think children necessarily understand what respect
is,” she said. “They get their
examples from videos, television,
and the streets and see them as
things they think are okay and
are ways to speak with adults and
they aren’t.”
Junior and SIS member
Kristalyn Cooksey had similar
views.
“[Children’s] backgrounds
that they are raised in influences
their actions at school,” she said.
Some say indifference leads
to rudeness.
“Children only become
disrespectful only because as we
continue to have more responsibility, teachers become irrelevant
to us,” senior and baseball player
Charkael Eggleston said.
In general, disrespect has
been defined as showing no manners or moral skills. Smith-Rayfield
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tux fitting is practically required
whether or not you have a date
lined up. You’ll have to decide
the style of the tuxedo, coattail
length, what color. Trust me;
no one wants to be seen in pictures with the guy in the power
blue tuxedo because it was the
only one left in the store.

April

April comes with blooming
buds, rain showers, and bright
vibrant colors. For those attending prom, April also comes with
finalizing plans. Heels and dress
shoes may be the objects of our
angst hours into prom because
of pinched toes and aching
arches but they are a key component of our attire. With the
shoes the dresses and suits, you
should go to tailors and seamstresses. Getting alterations
with your shoes will get you the
perfect flow of you gown and
reassurance that your dance
moves on the floor won’t allow
the entire Senior Class to see if
you chose boxers or briefs.

Three weeks

before prom

Dinner reservations because most restaurants close
around midnight, transportation to and from prom, hair appointments should be decided
and or made final. Little hint,
guys: A corsage is always cherished and appreciated. Since it
would be three weeks before,
color coordination should be
locked down. Also, an accessories hunt is the perfect excuse
for a shopping spree. Small
pouches or clutches, dangle
earrings or studs, arm candy

and necklace or going bare the
choice is yours and it’s the perfect time to go on the quest.

One week before

Breaking in your shoes
by wearing them around the
house is the best plan to avoid
blisters and throbbing the
night of. Pick up your suit and
ties and dresses. Keep them
in a safe dry place insures your
ensemble to be secure.

24 hours to go

Make sure you have
everything. Check, double
check, and then triple check.
Be sure to check for batteries in
your camera and a fresh, new
memory card, and charge your
phone. Get all the necessities
gathered in the same area,
such as cash, camera, and of
course the entry tickets.

Prom!

Relax and treat yourself.
You’ve had a long hard four
years… you deserve a little
relaxation. Get your nails done,
get your hair done, manicure
and pedicure for the girls. For
the guys get a haircut and, and
a nice hot bath; the perfect
recipe for relaxation.
Don’t forget to eat the
day of prom, don’t try to starve
yourself to fit into your dress or
tux, you’ll look awesome with a
non-hungry stomach. Then get
all dressed up, make your way to
the Alder Planetarium, and have
the time of your life. You only get
this night once, make it count.
For more help planning the
big night check out promsplus.
com, blissformalwear.com, and
prettyforprom.com.
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SEEKING STATE
continued from page 16

The last time the Mustangs
played for the Public League title
was in 2010 against the Marshall
Commandos, which was another
neck-and-neck finish, with the
Mustangs winning 61-60. Three

freshmen on that team are on today’s squad: William Garrett, Markee Williams, and Xavier Taylor.
Garrett is happy to be playing with the same core group.
“It feels good [playing with

MP retires No. 5

Williams and Taylor] because I’ve
been with these guys my whole
career,” he said. “We’ve been
through it together before, and it
makes it a little bit easier this time
around. I wouldn’t want to end
my career with anyone else.”
That team, led by forward
Wayne Blackshear, went deep in
the IHSA playoffs, but lost to the
Bogan Bengals at the regional final.
Following the loss to the Dolphins in February, many accusations alleging that the Mustangs
were cheated and fouls were
erased out of the official’s book
while the game was taking place.
In fact, in my own personal
observation at halftime, I asked
the referee if he was going to
cheat us out of the game be-

cause he had called three fouls
on a Young’s L.J. Peak, but in the
score book they had him down
with one foul.
After the game, Irvin filed
an official protest with Chicago
Public Schools (CPS), arguing that
Peak really had six fouls by the
end of the game, while the book
only showed him as having two.
However, CPS officials announced on February 22 that the
protest was denied, ruling that it
was “noncorrectable” once the
game was over.
“I have never seen anything
like this in my life, and I have
been around basketball a long
time” Irvin said. “When a guy
fouls out, that’s it! You cannot
make mistakes on that. The refs

called every foul on number 10
LJ Peak; I watched the tape four
times.”
But that loss is just a bump in
the road to a state title.
“I’m confident as we are the
favorites,” said Coach Walter
Woghiren. “But, nothing is
promised, which keeps my stress
level high knowing that there is
a possibility that each game we
play could be our last.”
Even before the state rounds
began last month, one senior felt
this was going to be special.
“I feel that it’s a start of
something new” said senior
Xavier Taylor. “We are going to
take one game at a time and we
will be even closer to winning the
state title every time.”

FROSH-SOPH GIRLS
continued from page 16

more point guard Cachet Johnson
said. “We had only lost one game
all year; we could not just lie down
and allow it that to happen…especially against Brooks.”
Johnson went on to explain
her disappointment.
“After the game was over, it
finally set in; we lost! It was heartbreaking,” said Johnson. “But it
was nothing more than a learning experience. Thankfully, I have
another year to bounce back and
show the city that Morgan Park has
the best frosh-soph [girls’] team.”
Earlier in the month, the
Mustangs established a solid
footing into the city playoffs with

a blowout win against Lane Tech,
58-19. After such a huge win,
they were overly confident, which
might have been their downfall.
“We are a good team. We
all know we are,” sophomore
center Patricia Albert said. “We
expected to win it all. After so
many blowouts, we realized that
no sophomores in the city could
match our skillset.”
After a tough loss to Bolingbrook’s Lady Raiders, the Mustangs realized they were not as
high and mighty as they thought
they were.
“Bolingbrook was definitely a
wake-up call for us though,” said

Albert. “We realized that we were
not the best that we could potentially be and we needed to work
harder in practice. Our coach always told us if we practiced hard,
we would play hard.”
Although the ladies experienced a rough ending in a great
season, a team of mostly freshmen
look forward to next year’s season.
“Unfortunately, we do not
get the chance to take state, like
varsity, but we still plan to be in
the gym as if [the] season never
ended,” freshman power forward
Alleyah Burns said. “We’ll exercise
our pursuit of vengeance and come
back and take it all next year.”

REGIONAL CHAMPS REPEAT
continued from page 16

Billy Garrett Jr. fires a free throw during the blowout first
round playoff victory over Lane Tech College Prep, 12351, while the two banners celebrating his Mustang career
hang in the background. The DePaul recruit had his No.
5 jersey retired by the school during the Public League
match-up. His is only the second player number retired in
school history; Wayne Blackshear, now at Louisville, had
his No. 11 retired in 2011. (Photo by Julian Tripp)

Achieving athletically
is energizing, players say
By Kendrick Wilson
and Deante Thomas

W

hen people
achieve success,
they likely put a lot of work
into it. Success doesn't
happen by accident. It takes
a determined spirit, right
thinking, working smart, and
perseverance.
And when it all comes together, the jubilation is difficult
to describe.
“It felt as if my head
and throat was just going to
explode,“ said junior Jareem
Flemming who participate on
the boys varsity track team.
“I’ve been practicing for about
three hours a day and to see
my improvement and to come
home with the first place
medal, there is nothing like it.”
When an athlete wins,

it can change the meanest
person in the world into the
nicest person simply because
winning is so great!
“[Last month] I went
downstate to participate in the
IHSA state finals for wrestling,”
junior Devante Williams said.
“Although I did not come
in first, the support from my
family made it feel as if I did.
But to place fifth out of the
whole entire state is a win in
my book.”
Others say that finishing first
isn’t the only way to feel good
about competing, though.
“If I try my best and give
my all, no matter what place I
come in, I still consider myself
a winner,” said junior Harold
Barbee. “I have participated
in many tournaments and
matches in 2012, and out of all
12 tournaments, I placed top
three in eight of them.”

Evans, guard Kierra Graves, and
center Khalilah Morrow.
Anderson expects some of
the younger players to step up
and lead the team in 2013: Bhrea
Griffin and Shami Goodman.
“They’re already great floor
generals,” she said, “so I have
no doubt that they’ll get the job
done.

But to be at least as successful as they were this year, they’ll
have to work on a few skills.
“The team needs to improve
in rebounding and boxing out,”
the captain said. “We took some
tough losses this season due to
inefficient rebounding.”
Leaving her teammates will be
tough for Anderson as she looks

forward to graduating in June.
“I had a great four-year career
here at Morgan Park,” she said.
“Although, at times, things were a
little rocky, I wouldn’t rather spend
my time with any other team.
These last four years have definitely been pivotal in my character.
[The seniors] will miss you all. Take
both titles for us next year!”

Boys frosh-soph take second in city

DISRESPECT

continued from page 14

has a more detailed definition of
showing disrespect.
“My definition [of disrespect]
is lack of professionalism, meaning [students] don’t have the
ability to put emotions to the side
and deal with things that don’t go
their way professionally,” she said.
Some people feel that,
sometimes, students aren’t always
in the wrong.
“Sometimes teachers are

disrespectful, too,” Eggleston said.
“They try and talk down on us like
we are their children and we aren’t.”
Some teachers say that they
are human, too, and sometimes
emotions can interfere.
“I don’t think they have
the right,” Smith-Rayfield said.
“Everyone can be driven to that
point, but I think students need to
have a higher tolerance for things
not going their way which is life.”

As they mature, students now
try to avoid conflict of any kind
with teachers.
“Now I just shut my mouth
and leave it alone,” said Eggleston. “I’ve got too much to
lose, and I don’t want it all wasted
away because I back-talked a
teacher; it’s just not worth it. If
more people in the world thought
like that, then there wouldn’t be
this problem anymore.”
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Mustangs win 3A regional title,
seek sectional, state crowns

SPORTS

Wrestlers regain glory
in post-season matches

Wrestlers Devante Williams (left) and Jalel Hampton hold
up their IHSA regional brackets illustrating their success.
Williams took third in the state sectional, qualifying for
state finals (where he placed 5th), while Hampton was city
runner-up and regional champ, too.

T

William Garrett fights for a lay up against Dolphins Jahlil Okafor (No. 22) and L.J. Peak (No. 10).
Controversy surrounded the city title loss after head coach Nick Irvin alleged that score keeping
officials weren’t accurate in Peak’s foul count and that he should have fouled out. (Photo by Julian
Tripp)
By Kyle Davis

A

fter battling Whitney
Young in mid-February
for the runner-up city title, the
Mustangs (28-3) have since
powered their way through the
IHSA state ranks for a 3A regional
title, seeking their first state
championship since 1976.
In Friday’s Class 3A Julian
Regional final against the St. Laurence Vikings, MP easily prevailed
for the title, 86-53.
Earlier in the week, the
Mustangs devastated the Julian
Jaguars in the semifinal by 70
points, 110-40.
Yesterday, the Mustangs
played in the St. Laurence Sectional semifinals against Fenger.
The winner is expected to go on
to the sectional championship on

Friday against either Harlan or
Perspectives Charter.
If the Mustangs are crowned
sectional champs, they will have
to win three more games to win
the IHSA 3A state title on March
16 at the Peoria Civic Center.

Runner-up in controversial
city championship
In perhaps one of their most
exciting games played this year,
the Mustangs fell short to the
Dolphins in overtime, 60-56 in
the public league championship
game. The Dolphin’s number one
big man, 6’ 11” Jahlil Okafor, was
just too much for the Mustangs to
contain.
“I was a little beat up after
having to stick him because he
was so much bigger than me,”

said junior forward Josh Cunningham. “I was trying my best to contain him to help my team win.”
The Mustangs haven’t had
much experience playing against
a sizeable opponent like that since
the last time they played in the
city championship game in 2010
against Marshall High School.
Despite a lot of supportive
press for the team this year, some
people still doubted that the
Mustangs would make it back to
the promise land of the city championship game.
“I really don’t think about it
much because people are always
going to hate on me and my Mustangs,” head coach Nick Irvin said.
“But it felt good to be back there.”

Please turn to page 15 for

SEEKING STATE

Frosh-soph Lady Mustangs
fall in semi-finals to Brooks
By Tristian Anderson

T

he sophomore Lady
Mustangs made a
valiant effort when they took
on Gwendolyn Brooks’ Lady
Eagles in the semi-final game
last month at Morgan Park High
School. However, the girls lost
to the Lady Eagles, 54-37.
The Morgan Park girls
were looking to redeem themselves this year, after a semifinal loss to North Lawndale
in 2012. With a formidable
record of 17-1, they were looking to make a statement in the
city championship--hard work

pays off. Unfortunately, they fell
short of their longtime goal.
After a rough first half, the
Lady Mustangs trailed 35-19.
“We came out afraid,” Lady
Mustang frosh-soph captain
Lakristy Butler said. “We had
been training all year. All the
suicides, sprints, hot days on the
track, and hours in study hall were
supposed to pay off. We did not
run those for nothing!”
Normally, they are a team
that brings great energy after regrouping during the second half.
After trailing by 10 to Glenbrook
South at halftime, they were able
to bolt out a close win.

“We are much like the
varsity team,” Butler said. “We
are a second half team as well.
We pick up our energy in the
second half. We play as if our
life depended on the game, but
this time it just did not work.”
Eventually, MP came back
with great effort in the fourth
quarter. However, the 16-point
deficit was too much for the
ladies to overcome.
“The entire game I felt like
we were going to win,” sopho-

Please turn to page 15 for

FROSH-SOPH
GIRLS

he Mustangs wrestling team enjoyed tremendous
success this year, both individually and as a group
throughout the post-season.
During the regular season, the team, coached by Philip
Rembert, placed second at the Roosevelt Tourney. What makes
this achievement particularly
special is that it has been two
years since the Mustangs even
placed at the annual meet.
Then, the varsity squad
placed 15th out of 61 teams in
the city championship rounds.
Even more impressive was that
two grapplers made it to the
city finals: DeVante Williams
(first place) and Jaleel Hampton
(second place).
But the team really made
some noise in the IHSA (Illinois High School Association)
regional competition. The Mustangs placed third in the Class
2A bracket, their highest finish
since 2005.
Williams (24-6) and Hampton were also regional champs,
with a total of five wrestlers
Williams places fifth overall
competing in the finals; this
in the IHSA state final.
was another school record not
achieved since ‘05, plus there
were seven Mustangs who placed in the regional competition.
MP then sent seven players onto IHSA sectional where Williams placed third. He also took fifth place at the state tournament; his was on the second time in school history that a player
placed at this level. The last Mustang to make this feat was Toby
Willis who placed first in 1988.

Girls varsity wins
Class 3A regional title
T

he Lady Mustangs varsity
team (23-6) defended
their IHSA Class 3A regional title,
taking home the plaque once
again after beating Gwendolyn
Brooks College Prep 107-37 last
month. Unfortunately, their drive
for elusive state title hardware
ended against McNamara in the
Peotone Sectional Final, 68-66.
In order to get to the sectional champtionship, the ladies had
to fight their way through regional
play with wins over Chicago
Christian (85-24; semifinal) and
Brooks for the crown, afterwards
beating Rich South, 58-48, in the
sectional semifinal.
The sectional final loss was

razor sharp, going into overtime
and losing by two. Unfortunately,
the Mustangs committed 36 turnovers, giving Bishop McNamara
the edge. But overall, it was a
terrific year, according to captain
Tristian Anderson.
“Although we didn’t get as
far as we wanted,” she said, “we
still had a great season.”
Next year may be challenging, as six of the girls are seniors:
Anderson (guard), shooting guard
Kiara Carter, shooting guard
Taylore Cephas, guard Maronda
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