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Mayor, City Council,
celebrate Mustang victory
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IB students
get dirty
at local
Edna White
Garden

Junior Isaiah James
holds a juicy worm with
his dirty hands after
digging up weeds at
the nearby Edna White
Garden.(Photo by Maya
James)
By Maya James
and Maggie West

J

William Garrett, Kane Harris, Alonzo Chapman, Lance Irvin, Xzavier Taylor, head coach Nick Irvin, Mayor Rahm Emanuel, coach
Terry Johnson, 19th Ward Alderman Matt O’Shea, Torry Johnson, Charles Moore, Josh Cunningham, Dellan Whatley, Marcus
Johnson, and Lamont Walker. (Photo courtesy of Chicago City Services)
By William Garrett
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he varsity boys
basketball team visited
Mayor Rahm Emanuel last week
at City Hall as a reward for
winning the IHSA Class 3A state
title. Three Mustangs were also
recognized for an all-star game
in honor of McGlother "Mac"
Irvin (head coach Nick Irvin’s
father), who is widely known
as the “Godfather of Chicago
Basketball.”
“It was a great experience
for our team, Coach Nick said. “
It’s nice to be recognized for our
special season. It was good for
the guys to see City Hall and sit in
on a city council meeting. It gives
them a small idea of what goes
on there and how things work. It

was an all-around good experience for everyone involved.”
The Mustangs, who enjoyed
an amazing 33-3 record, made it
to the Peoria Civic Center to win
the state title game for the first
time in 37 years.
Additionally, four seniors
(Markee Williams, Xzavier Taylor,
Billy Garrett, and Kyle Davis) were
selected to play in the Southside
vs. Westside All-Star game at
the University of Chicago this
Saturday.
“It was a great experience to
be able to go to City Hall with all
of my teammates and meet the
mayor, Taylor said. “It was nice
to be able to do one more thing
together as a team. I’m looking forward to playing with the
seniors in one more time in the
all-star game. It’s a gives us one

School
News »

Senior deadlines and
upcoming activities. P2

School
News »

New NHS sponsor
explains application
process P3

more chance to have fun together
on the court before we all head
off to college.”
The day consisted of the
team going to city in the morning, enjoying breakfast at city hall,
meeting and taking pictures with
the mayor, and sitting in on a city
hall meeting.
“My favorite part of the
day was taking pictures with the
mayor and eating the breakfast they gave us,” guard Torry
Johnson said. “They treated us
real good. Mayor Emanuel was a
really nice person and treated us
great. The City Hall meeting was
fun to sit in on, too. It was nice
to see all the police officers and
other city officials that were being
recognized for their good deeds.
I didn’t expect the meeting to go
that way; I thought it would be a
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bunch of people reading laws and
arguing over things.”
The Mustangs who are underclassmen hope to be making a
repeat visit to City Hall next year.
They are confident that multiple
championships are in the future for
the team and the veteran coach.
“It was good to get this experience at a young age,” freshman point guard Charlie Moore
said. “ It makes me want to make
that much more next year. Our
seniors did a great job of leading
us to a title and it gives us a taste
of what it’s like. Now it’s our turn
to do the same for our school and
the future players who will come
to Morgan Park.”
Moore added, “I have a feeling the mayor will be seeing a lot
more of us in the next couple of
years.”
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uniors from the
International
Baccalaureate Diploma
Programme (IB) helped
the community become a
prettier place by cleaning
up the Edna White Garden
(111th Street and Esmond
Street) on Saturday, April
20. Approximately 25
people volunteered their
time, including 19th ward
Alderman Matthew J.
O’Shea, members of his
staff, Friends of Edna White
representatives from the
city’s Sanitation Department,
and the Friends of Edna
White landscaper.
The garden, which is
right around the corner from
the school, consists of flowers
beds with perennials and
other native plants, a soon-tobe pumpkin patch, beehives,
a compost bin, and many
young trees. The IB kids
pulled weeds, reorganized
the compost area, picked up
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Sweeping attendance problems
away likely won’t work
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By Emma D. Trawick
Bradley

chool officials have
begun sweeping,
once again, starting first
period until the end of the day.
This is all part of an increased
effort to improve student
attendance, a close second to
academic performance--or at
least it should be.
With the students at our
school, it is necessary to have
a strong attendance policy,
considering the vast number
of tardies the students have
managed to accumulate in
the first semester. The seniors,
who should be the class that
shows everyone else how to
be successful, embarrassingly
managed to rack up just over
4,800 during that period--and
those are just those upperclassmen who were identified
as attendance problems!
The thought and purpose
behind the tardy policy makes
a lot of sense because heightening the rules and making
things stricter should give the
students an additional incentive for being on time to class.
However, even with the
actual tardy policy making
perhaps a bit of sense to even
the most truant of students, the
all-day sweeping policy doesn’t
make any sense at all. The

thought or idea written on paper may have made sense, but
in reality, I don’t understand
how taking away and subtracting student’s education is a
move in the right direction.
I get it. We’re on academic probation for two main
reasons: student performance
on standardized tests have
remained relatively unchanged
for years, and our attendance
rate has declined. It’s probably
the latter that was the straw that
broke the camel’s back, at least
as far as Chicago Public School
officials, who figure out school
report cards, are concerned.
School, most importantly
Morgan Park High School,
is supposed to be all about
a higher and better overall
education for the students,
especially compared to
other neighborhood schools.
Sweeping students and making them sit in the lunchroom
or a vacant classroom all
period doesn’t help them become educated. Yes, it might
teach them a lesson about
timeliness, but it doesn’t teach
them what they’re supposed
to be learning, and some students will still be late to class
regardless of being swept.
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Seniors must abide by deadlines
Class of 2013 calendar

The Senior Checklist form
is expected to be distributed
Wednesday, May 15, and is due
on Friday,
May 31. The
completed
form is due
when you pick
up your prom
ticket the day
of the dance.
The senior checklist this year
will consists of having satisfying
the following items: Library debt,
school debt, service learning, and
FASFA completion.
• For the library and school
sign-offs, there must be no
outstanding balance.
• As far as attendance, seniors
must continue to abide by the
attendance rules in order to
attend prom and/or graduation (see Tardy Policy infographic at right).
• The FASFA checkbox will
be signed off
only if you
have submitted proof of
completion
to Room 141
(Counseling
Department
office).
• Although the dean’s mark is
no longer a part of the senior
checklist, school officials will
still be submitting a list of
individuals that are prohibited
from attending prom because
of disciplinary infractions.
Prom king, queen, and
court applications will be
offered on
Monday, May
13 (see Senior
Class sponsor
Ms. Katrina
Richard in
Room 308).
The election will take place on
May 29.
Senior Awards Night, on
Wednesday, May 22, is when
seniors and
their parents
are invited to
the special
ceremony
at 6 p.m. in
Blackwelder
Hall, where
students will
receive an array of awards from
teachers and sponsors of various
programs.
The Senior Class Panoramic
Photo will be taken on Wednesday, May 8 (bear in mind that this
is a half day of attendance). The
deadline for purchasing one is
Friday, May 3 ($20).
Senior final exams will be
administered on Tuesday, May 28
and Wednesday, May 29.
Make-up assessments will
be offered
on Thursday,
May 30.
The senior luncheon is to be held on the
Spirit of Chicago at Navy Pier on
Wednesday,
June 12 ($50
per person).
If you’re planning to attend,
Friday, May 10
is the last day
that you can

Tardy policy for seniors with
10 or more Semester One tardies
ACTION

CONSEQUENCE

Student accumulated no
more than 3 tardies per
every 5 weeks with detention served on assigned
date

None

Student is tardy to class Must serve 1 after school
3 or more times in a week detention
Student misses after
school detention

Must serve Saturday 8:00
a.m. - 12:00 noon detention

Student misses Saturday
detention

Cannot attend prom
or participate in
extracurricular activities

Student accumulates
4 or more tardies in 5
weeks regardless of
detention served that
week or not

Cannot attend prom
or participate in
extracurricular activities

Student accumulates 1
cut/unexcused absence

Cannot attend prom
or participate in
extracurricular activities

10 or more tardies in a
5-week period

Cannot attend prom
or graduation

purchase tickets. Visit the Main Office or Ms. Richard to buy them.
Prom is Friday, May 31, at
the Adler Planetarium ($105 per
person in
advance--$15
cheaper than
last year!)
Tickets will be
available for
sale until Friday, May 17.
Tickets are to
be picked up Friday, May 31 only.
Guest applications are available in the Main Office beginning Wednesday, May 1 (today)
and are due by Friday, May
24. All outside guests (and MP
underclassmen) require a guest
application.
The graduation fee ($90), is
due Friday,
June 7, at the
time of receiving graduation
materials.
Additional
tickets are $5
each, subject
to availability.
Senior t-shirt sales end
Friday, May 3. They cost $15 each
and can be purchased in Room
308 (Richard).
Graduation rehearsal is
Friday, June 14 at the House of
Hope, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. All seniors must be in attendance.
The graduation ceremony
(finally!) will be
held Saturday, June 15
at House of
Hope (752 E.
114th Street).
Graduates
are expected

to arrive at 8 a.m., while guests
can arrive at 9:00 a.m. Guests are
strongly encouraged to arrive on
time, as the doors will be closed at
9:55 a.m.--no exceptions.
Sadly, every year some
people have the doors closed
on them as they run up to the
church moments after the serious
deadline. However, the formal
ceremony must start and end on
time, as there are other events
the church holds that day.
Also, it’s important that
guests treat the ceremony with the
dignity it deserves, and so interruptions by those who are late won’t be
allowed.
Senior Week and the various themed days and events will
be held June
3-7. The annual juniors
vs. seniors
basketball
game will
be held on
Thursday,
June 6 in
the boys gym at 3:15 p.m.($3 in
advance, $5 at the door).

EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to the
editor. All letters must have a name and division number. We reserve the right to edit
all letters for mechanics, length, and content.
Please submit responses with name and division to Mr. Majeske or any member of the
newspaper, or to KEMajeske@cps.edu.
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Project winds down
with much anticipated
air conditioning system
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With new sponsor,
National Honor Society
is active again

Well over 60 current and hopeful National Honor Society
members filled the Social Room late last week to listen to new
sponsor Kevin Homan explain the process for membership.
By Maryah Person
and Ryanne Miller

N

ational Honor Society
(NHS) inductees
and hopeful candidates met
last week with the new sponsor
to discuss the requirements

The large addition being constructed adjacent to the south side of the gymnasium will
house the second major mechanical system--the cooling towers--needed to operate the air
conditioning component of the HVAC system. Shown here, the foundation has been poured,
along with a drainage system and a steel framework; a brick and metal louver structure will
cover the structure to the same height as the existing building.
By Kenneth Greenlaw

T

he new cooling
system is continuing
to be installed by the
construction crew as they
look to wrap up the last major
phase of the ongoing capital
improvement project.
Multiple components, including a huge “chiller” unit, are
expected to be installed over
the next few weeks. An addition
to house the mechanical system
is to be built on the south end
of the boys and girls gymnasium, facing 111th Street.
Now that the foundation
has been poured in the excavated pit, a one-story brick
building will be raised, topped
with another floor that will first
be constructed with a tall steel

structure to house a 27-foot twocell cooling tower, according to
a project superintendent for the
construction firm FH Paschen, Joe
Pagone. This part of the building
will be clad in metal louvers to allow for air flow which is important
to the cooling process.
The cooling towers will be
connected to the chillers in the
second floor boiler room (above
the gyms). The system functions
by creating very cold water which
is piped to air handlers in both the
south and north building, which air
blows over creating cool, dehumidified air--very similar to a home
air conditioning system.
The work should be finished
in about six weeks, or near the end
of the school year, Pagone said.
“By the time June comes, [the
school] will have a functional cooling system,” he said.

The project superintendent
added that there’s a chance
that it will be finished sooner,
but “we need to test the building when temperatures reach
80 in order to balance the system; it can’t be balanced until
the building reaches 80 degree
temperatures.”
That may be somewhat
difficult, as the chilly spring
temperatures are expected
to continue at least through
late May, according to Accuweather.com. The weather
website forecasts nothing
higher than 73 degrees, with
most daily high temps actually

Please turn to page 4 for

COOLING
SYSTEM
WEEKS AWAY

Doomsday finally arrives for
seniors with bad attendance
By Nina Hunter
and Nyah Samuel

T

he classroom door
opens and the students’
voices immediately fall into
silence. A school official then
gives a stack of printed letters to
be distributed to the names listed
on the documents.
Some eyes dart nervously
around the room, while others put
their heads on the desk, perhaps
trying to hide from what appears
to be the inevitable.

Then, one-by-one, the singlepage copies are handed to their intended victims, all received like the
paper was covered with a plague.
The communication is
received like a death sentence;
some complain bitterly that “it’s
not fair,” while others succumb
to the painful reality: no prom, or
worse yet, no graduation.

“The Attendance Team
regrets to inform you...”
A significant number of
seniors received letters early last
month announcing that they are

not able to attend the senior
prom, with some being told that
they can’t attend graduation,
either, due to excessive tardies
and/or truancy infractions.
According to school officials,
64 of the 330 seniors were given
the letter that opens simply and
clearly: “The Attendance Team
regrets to inform you that you are
no longer eligible to participate
in prom.” Of that group, 10 were
also told that they couldn’t attend

Please turn to page 5 for

LOSING PROM
PRIVILEGE

to gain membership to the
nationally-recognized academic
organization.
The new advisor, U.S. History
and World Studies teacher Kevin
Homan conducted the informa-

Please turn to page 6 for

NHS RETURNS

Top freshmen rewarded
for academic excellence

These 9th graders, who earned A’s and B’s on their last
report card, stayed after school for a special “movie night”
last week. Those who attended are: (front) Darion Berry,
Jalissa Purnell, and Destiny White; (middle) Shayauna
Harris, Nasir Baker, and Paul Gilbert; (rear) Ericka Wnek,
Jessica Barber, and Dana Spencer.

T

hirty-six freshmen who earned nothing less that A’s and
B’s on their third quarter report cards were rewarded
with an invitation to a “movie night” (with refreshments) on
Monday, April 22 in Room 250, immediately after eighth period.
The Freshmen On-Track Committee initiated the event.
Those 9th graders who worked to earn the high grades are:
Brianna Adkins, Sherell Alexander, Asia Allen, Nasir Baker, Elexus
Barrett, Eric Beauford, Darion Berry, Anthony Bowen, Grafton
Brown, Jada Campbell, Shayvonna Cowens, Kierra Craft, Lashaun
Franklin, Paul Gilbert, Marcus Gilliean, Marquior Gordon, Jelani
Hardy, Renay Harris, Shayauna Harris, Destiny Hill, Gregory Johnson, Dejah Jones, Nefertia Jones, Hakim Kellum, Kiarra Lucas,
Hannah Nelson, Nija Norwood, Jalissa Purnell, Caitlin Ratliff,
Camry Sanders, Raven Smith, Dana Spencer, Xavier Stamps, Joia
Wesley, Destiny White, Ericka Wnek, and Amire Woolfolk.
The teachers who helped organize the student recognition
were teachers Nicole Ortman, Nick Billine, Alvin James, Jessica
Cwiak, and Bernadette Thomas. The additional teachers who are
a regular part of the planning and preparation are Jane Randolph, Ava Blocker, Thomas Conley, Charles Lesley, and Eddie
Gonzalzles.
Another event planned is Freshman Fun Day, scheduled for
Tuesday, June 18. If 75 percent of the Freshmen Class are ontrack for graduation, then we will have a dunk tank. Teachers who
will get dunked include: Ortman, Cwiak, Billone, and James.
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By Brittany McMillion
and Brianna Daniels

P

ressure. Practically
everyone complains
about the demands that are
placed on them in today’s fastpaced society. But many teens
say they are burdened by many
fears: getting into a good college,
balancing work with school with a
social life, keeping up with school
work, submitting and getting
scholarships, peer pressure, family
demands, and others.
However, the Junior Class, in
particular, faces the same major
hurdle every year: the infamous
PSAE/ACT test administered in
the spring. This major standardized assessment, which teachers,
administrators, parents, college
representatives, and even the
media, stress the importance of
so much and so strongly, that
many 11th graders complain of
the strain.
The ACT, an acronym for
American College Testing, is a
standardized test for high school
achievement and college admissions in the United States
produced by ACT, Inc. It was first
administered in November 1959
by Everett Franklin Lindquist as a
competitor to the College Board's
Scholastic Aptitude Test, now the
SAT Reasoning Test. The ACT has
historically consisted of four tests:
English, Mathematics, Reading,
and Science Reasoning. In February 2005, an optional Writing test
was added to the ACT, mirroring
changes to the SAT that took
place later in March of the same
year.
Juniors believe that this test
is what they have been working
for nearly their whole lives, and
they were afraid of doing poorly
on it on the days leading up to
the lengthy exam.
“I have been working for this
test for as long as I can remember,” junior Brianne Williams
said. “I’m kind of scared to take

it because I don’t want to get a
low score. I want to get a high
enough score so that I can make
it into a great college.”
The national average composite score for the ACT is a 21.1,
the state average is a 20.9. the
Chicago Public Schools (CPS) average is 17.6, and Morgan Park’s
average is 18.1 (based on 2012
data for the Class of 2013).
Most juniors expressed a
sense of apprehension in the
week preceding this formidable
test.
“I am very nervous,” IB
junior Essence Harris said. “Being nervous doesn’t mean that
I am scared, though. I am very
confident in my abilities, and I
will definitely use everything that
I have learned over the course of
the years to guide me through
this test.”
The wait for the ACT to start
became very stressful for others.
“I am just ready to take it and
get it over with so I don’t have
to keep anticipating it,” IB junior
Sydney Ellzey said. “This wait is
very stressful, and once this is
done, all I have to worry about is
IB testing and getting thorough
my senior year.”
Unlike Ellzey and Harris,
some juniors tried to block out
any anxiety about the assessment.
“I’m not thinking too much
about the test,” Junior Brian
White said. “Thinking about it
is just going to make it harder.
I’m sure that I have learned and
have memorized everything that
I needed to for this test and I am
confident that I will do well.”
One senior looked back on
when she took the test last spring,
and hopes this year’s class does
what’s right to succeed on what
has become the country’s most
popular standardized test, which
730,000 students took last year.
“The Junior Class is a very
smart class,” senior Sydney Haney
said. “I feel that the vast majority,
if not all of them, will get a great
score on this test. All they have
to do is get a good night’s rest,
eat a good healthy meal the day
of the test, make sure they come
prepared, stay focused, and read
all of the directions.

COOLING SYSTEM WEEKS AWAY
continued from page 3

In August 2010, on a
day which the outside
temperature hit 92º, one
classroom wasn’t far behind
with a reading of 90 degrees.

SPORTS

Major assessment stresses out juniors

continued from page 2

Some likely didn’t want to go to
class, anyway.
When security and school
officials sweep the students off into
a corner of the school, where they
aren’t learning or doing anything at
all, they are missing the entire reason
parents send their children to school
and the reason the Board of Education pays for students to be in school.
Parents don’t send their kids to
school to sit in a chair and converse
with their friends, or to sit in the
lunchroom or to text on their phone
or to sit on Facebook, Instagram,
Twitter, and any other social network, essentially doing nothing productive; parents send their children
to school to gain education and to
give them a better chance at life.
People should also know
that there is a huge difference
between teaching someone a
lesson and teaching someone
an intellectual lesson. The tardy
policy may teach students a lesson about timeliness, but where
will they be able to apply that lesson in the real world if they aren’t
able to get a job or somewhere
to apply it to because they don’t
have the education necessary.
Overall, sweeping is a negative
externality and negatively effects
Empehi. In order to modify this negativity, school officials need to find
an alternative strategy that reaches
an equilibrium between teaching a
lesson and teaching intellect.
But instead of punishing misbehaving students, maybe reward those
who are doing what’s right. Maybe
that will help to encourage others to
get to school and class on time.
Free season tickets to the Mustangs football or basketball games?
Free iTunes gift cards? Pizza parties?
A special dance just for them? GetOut-of-Jail (I mean in-school) cards?
Students are to blame for the
ineffective attendance enforcement
because they should be on time, but
that doesn’t constitute taking away
the educational right that these students should have. But more importantly, instead of punishing everyone
maybe MP should start rewarding
those who are doing what’s right.

REVIEWS

a few degrees below the average
May high of 70.
This may, however, be
a good thing. Although the
school has never had air conditioning throughout, classrooms
were at least able to get reasonable air flow with windows
that could open upwards of four
feet high. But the new replacement windows installed in the
north “old” building are limited
to only opening a little over five
inches.
Another thing holding the
project up is the weather, particularly the huge rain storm two
weeks ago which saw some areas
get massive flooding. The job
site is a sloppy mess of mud and
piles of excavated gravel and soil,
courtesy of the rainy conditions.
However, Chicago weather is
so unpredictable; while just a few
weeks ago, during spring break,

it was snowing in the middle
of March, so anything can happen here.
Some teachers fear that
the weather may suddenly
switch, as it often does in
Chicago, and could become
unbearably warm. And what
is this building like when it’s
hot? Just ask those who were
here in in August 2010, when
MP first switched over to yearround Track E. This was when
the city endured 46 consecutive days when temperatures
had been 80 degrees or
higher.
“My worst heat experience here was where I felt
dizzy and light headed and
was almost near fainting,” art
teacher Mary Jane Breu said,
recalling the intense heat three
years ago. “The heat was so
bad I had to miss a few days.”

“The worst thing that they
can do is to stress about the test.
The ACT is a skills-based test.
If you have the skills, then you
can get a decent score. It’s not
as hard as people are making it
seem. The juniors need to make
sure that they use all of the advice

given by their teachers because
they aren’t telling them anything
wrong.”
Did they do well last week
during the two-day test session?
“I know that the juniors will
do great on this test,” Haney
said. “I’m rooting for them.”

OMG, another test?!

Many students victims of test anxiety

F

reaked out
about any of
the practically countless
class-based and
standardized tests you
take every year? You’re
not alone, according to
the American Test Anxiety
Association (ATAA).
Approximately 16--20
percent of students have
high test anxiety, making
this the most prevalent
scholastic impairment
in our schools today. Another 18 percent are troubled by
moderately-high test anxiety.
The Anxiety and Depression Association of America (ADAA)
says there are a number of reasons for why so many students
suffer from such stress, but there are ways to combat it; most
notably: study!

Causes

• Fear of failure. While the pressure to perform can act as a
motivator, it can also be devastating to individuals who tie their
self-worth to the outcome of a test.
• Lack of preparation. Waiting until the last minute or not
studying at all can leave individuals feeling anxious and overwhelmed.
• Poor test history. Previous problems or bad experiences with
test-taking can lead to a negative mindset and influence performance on future tests.

Symptoms

• Physical symptoms. Headache, nausea, diarrhea, excessive
sweating, shortness of breath, rapid heartbeat, light-headedness
and feeling faint can all occur. Test anxiety can lead to a panic
attack, which is the abrupt onset of intense fear or discomfort
in which individuals may feel like they are unable to breathe or
having a heart attack.
• Emotional symptoms. Feelings of anger, fear, helplessness
and disappointment are common emotional responses to test
anxiety.
• Behavioral/Cognitive symptoms. Difficulty concentrating,
thinking negatively and comparing yourself to others are common symptoms of test anxiety.

Tips for managing test anxiety

• Be prepared. Develop good study habits. Study at least a
week or two before the exam, in smaller increments of time
and over a few days (instead of pulling an "all-nighter"). Try to
simulate exam conditions by working through a practice test, following the same time constraints.
• Develop good test-taking skills. Read the directions carefully,
answer questions you know first and then return to the more difficult ones. Outline essays before you begin to write.
• Maintain a positive attitude. Remember that your self-worth
should not be dependent on or defined by a test grade. Creating a system of rewards and reasonable expectations for studying can help to produce effective studying habits. There is no
benefit to negative thinking.
• Stay focused. Concentrate on the test, not other students
during your exams. Try not to talk to other students about the
subject material before taking an exam.
• Practice relaxation techniques. If you feel stressed during
the exam, take deep, slow breaths and consciously relax your
muscles, one at a time. This can invigorate your body and will
allow you to better focus on the exam.
• Stay healthy. Get enough sleep, eat healthfully, exercise and
allow for personal time. If you are exhausted—physically or
emotionally—it will be more difficult for you to handle stress and
anxiety.
• Visit the counseling center. Schools are aware of the toll
exams can take on students. They can help you and provide additional educational support so that you can be successful.

OPINION

SCHOOL NEWS
FEATURES

REVIEWS

Wednesday, May 1, 2013
EMPEHI News

SPORTS

05

Stealing is a problem, but study suggests it may be in decline
By Jasmine Bennett

I

magine this: It’s your
birthday and your parents
just bought you in a new cell
phone! Yes! Awesome, right? You
check your bag 7th period and…
it’s gone. Not cool.
At MP and other high

schools, there have been a number of reports of stolen electronics, such as cell phones, tablets,
Mp3 players, and others. When
you’re a victim, it’s a horrible
feeling.
“My iPhone was stolen and
I haven’t and won’t

Recovery apps
help victims
find lost, stolen phone
Find My iPhone (iOS, free)
This free Apple utility helps you
find your misplaced or stolen
iPhone (or iPad or your iPod
touch). According to Apple,
users can immediately lock your
missing iPhone with a four-digit
passcode and send it a message
displaying a contact number. That way a good Samaritan can call
you from your Lock screen without accessing
the rest of the information on your iPhone.
In Lost Mode, your device will keep track of
where it’s been and report back to you anytime you check in with the Find My iPhone
app. (398 Apple reviews:
)
Device Locator (iOS, $2.99)
According to the software developer, If
the app is opened with a push message, it
will take a picture of the user if front facing
camera is available else it will use the rear

Please turn to page 7 for FINDER

APPS

get it back,” junior Andrea Newell
said. “There’s no justice for me.”
Junior Richard Chandler Jr.
believes that stealing is an extremely ignorant act, and should
never be done, no matter the
circumstances.
“There is no reason for that
obscene behavior,” he said.
“I’ve gotten my Timbs, two
phones, iPod, and a textbook
stolen [at Morgan Park].”
A common theft among
high schools is the highlycoveted electronic gadget. Smart
phones, particularly the popular
Apple iPhone, is stolen so often
around the world that it now even
has a name: Apple picking.
Probably not surprising is the
fact that cell phones are the top
item stolen from students, according to dean Rhonda Nocentelli, but adding most of the thefts
are easily preventable.
“If students would keep their
items secure,” the dean said,
cellphones would be far more
difficult to be taken. “They’re
not following the cell
phone policy; they
leave items unattended, plugged in
an outlet--violating
the policy--and let others
use them.”
Although to those who
have had a phone lifted, Nocentelli said that such crimes
don’t occur that often, saying that “maybe 25” reports
have been made this year.
And, the dean said, the

electronic devices are taken not
by force, but by simply carelessness: leaving it on a desk, lying in
an open book bag, or loaned to a
so-called friend.
Occasionally, a phone may
be swiped at the start of the
school day when students pass
through the metal detectors. Nocentelli said she’s seen some who
place an expensive phone on the

-which was given to students in
school and sent home--if a student accumulated “four or more
tardies in five weeks, regardless
of detention served that week

or not,” he or she would give up
their right to prom and any extracurricular activities.
If the probationary students
racked up 10 or more tardies in
the five-week period, they would
not be able to attend prom or
graduation.
Despite the various warnings,
some seniors feel that even more
should have been done to raise
awareness that the consequences
for failing to abide by the rules
were gravely serious.
“The school said that they
sent out letters in the begging of
the year, but lets be honest how
many of us read those letters,”
senior Kierra Rogers said. “I feel
like they should have put up
signs, made announcements, or
made calls home.”
Some argue that enough is
enough, in that the administration actually gave the whole
Senior Class a second chance,
giving them a warning for second
semester.
For the first few weeks, most
seniors appeared to get their act
together, getting to class on time
and making sure they got their
absence letters in to the Attendance Office to make sure that all
absences would be excused, but
after a while, some seniors started
to relax once again, dismissing
the forewarned consequences.
Although a majority of the
students have likely ignored the
policy, one says she has a case to
defend herself.
“I’m trying to appeal my
case, I do want to go to prom,”
said senior Kaylin Horvath who
received the no-prom letter. “I

conveyor belt, where, in the busy
line, someone lifts the phone.
The dean urged, “Put it in a
bookbag when it passes through
the metal detector.”
But these are just telephones
that selfish people take. Throughout the world, especially in poorer

Please turn to page 7 for

THEFT IN DECLINE

Don’t bogart
my stuff, bro!
What are the top 10 items stolen in 2012?
According to Propertyroom.com, an e-commerce auction
house, cell phones don’t even crack the top three things that are
snaked. In fact, bicycles are the number one item to boost.
The Property Room site sells stolen goods and
unclaimed goods that are recovered by 2,800 police
departments across the country.
Based on the survey, the most stolen items in the
US are:
No. 1: Bicycles
No. 2: Power Tools
No. 3: Gold Jewelry
No. 4: Laptops
No. 5: Cell Phones
No. 6: Hunting Equipment
(crossbows, knives, etc.)
No. 7: Small Electronics
and Apple Products
No. 8: Decorative
Weapons
No. 9: Lawn Mowers
No. 10: Small Boats

LOSING PROM PRIVILEGE
continued from page 3

the graduation ceremony on
Saturday, June 15.
Nearly 20 percent of the
Class of 2013 were hit with the
reality of exceeding the tardy/cut

limits specified in a warning letter
delivered to 170 “attendance
probation” students based on
first semester totals.
According to that letter-

Lost time, lost opportunity

1

Percentage of the
Class of 2013 that
accumulated 10 or
more tardies in the first
semester alone.

Number of
instructional
periods lost due to
excused absences.

3,968

Percentage of
instructional
periods
missed for
Sem. 1.

9,151
Number of
instructional periods
lost due to unexcused
absences or cuts.

4,804

51
Total number
of tardies for
targeted group
in Sem. 1.

The class
period that
had students
collect the
most tardies.
The second
worst period
was 6th.

Number of instructional days if the average
tardy were 10 minutes. Taken another
way, you could take off every school day,
starting today, until June 14!

33

feel like the tardy policy was a fair
thing, I just didn’t take it seriously.
But I think in my case, there are
many reasons why I didn’t get to
class on time. Earlier in the year, I
hurt my leg and I was on crutches.
I would only miss my first period
class, and at the time, I didn’t
know that we could bring a note
to excuse a first period absence
if there was a legitimate reason
why.”
But it’s not over yet. Even
more seniors are expected to
be identified as exceeding their
attendance limit, and will receive
letters at the 35-Week mark of the
school year.
And with the further crackdown on those who linger in the
hallways after the tardy bell, the
number of letter recipients will
likely rise significantly.
“Now it’s even harder [to
avoid tardies] because they are
sweeping first period now,” Horvath said.
What most want to know
now is what will the administration do next? Will they hold to
their promise about taking prom
from all those seniors, or will they
give in like many years in the past
and just hold detention make-up
sessions?
“I don’t really know, but I
want them to, due to the fact that
there’re so many seniors that’re
not able to go right now,” senior
Regine Houston said. “I feel that
[when] the school had detention
for seniors with [poor] attendance
was punishment enough, and I
do not like the fact that this new
policy had to start with our Senior
Class.”
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Students treated to special show

Above are those who attended the special performance: Cashmere
Cozart, Kayla Moore, Kailani Harris, Brittney McMillion, Yolanda
Bundy, Andrea Newell, Mrs.Jean Hardy-Robinson (benefactor),
Brandi Conley, Lyric Winston, Shelana Martin, Dyamond Bruce,
and Faith Pledger (English teacher and drama coach).
By Shelana Martin

A

group of students from
the Advanced Placement
Literature class, African American

Literature class, and the Drama Club
experienced a journey through the
life of jazz legend Billie Holiday at the
Beverly Art Center’s presentation of
“Lady Day at Emerson's Bar & Grill,”
on March 22.

Thanks to English teacher
Faith Pledger’s efforts, the “girls
night out” was a huge success. Not
only did the students have a great
kick-off to their spring break, but
they gained more knowledge of
history and gained a sincere appreciation of what our ancestors experienced, like racism and Jim Crow
laws, even the famous people like
Lady Day (Holiday’s nickname). This
was a night they will cherish and
benefit from forever.
The stage performance
showcased the life and work of
singer Billie Holiday as she performs and shares tales about her
life in a Philadelphia club a few
months before her death in 1959.
A special thanks is owed to
Mrs. Jean Hardy-Robinson who
generously paid for the tickets.
Her two daughters attended MP
and were active in the theater
club at the time. It was Ms. Robinson's desire that MP students get
the opportunity to experience live
theater.

With yellow line markers fading,
drivers seem to forget how to park
By Morgan Williams

M

any upperclassmen
have been expressing
their complaints regarding the
vanishing parking lines in the
student parking lot. Visibly
clear parking markers are very
important because they reduce
the risk of danger to drivers.

They say the owner of the lot
should always regularly check
to make sure they are visible to
drivers.
Kelly Cook, a student driver
and graduating senior, also believes that the missing lines are a
disadvantage.
“In the morning, it can be
a big mess,” the senior said. “It
makes it hard to park your car cor-

Sun, rain, snow, heat, cold--Chicago’s harsh and varied weather
conditions have played havoc on the school’s parking lot
markers, especially in the student lot. Without clearly defined
yellow lines (as shown above) to identify each parking spot,
some leave excessive space between them which reduces the
total number of spaces. Some resort to double parking (inset)
due to the fewer spots.
Since the winter, the oncedistinct yellow lines identifying
each parking space have faded
to something hardly noticeable.
This problem appears to cause
student drivers to aimlessly
double-park, making it difficult for
the parking lot to fill up to its true
capacity.
According to Green Sweep’s
online blog dedicated to environment maintenance, there is never
an exact time lines should be
repainted, for the wearing of the
lines is dependent on the climate
and activity held in parking lot.

rectly. People double park all the
time and we aren’t able to take
advantage of all the spaces.”
Because the lot can never fill
up to its true potential, students
have made it a frequent occurrence to park in front of other
cars. After school, this causes the
regularly parked student to have
to wait until the double parker
moves their car first which can be
an inconvenience.
Ryanne Miller, a senior driver,
voiced her outlook on the parking
situation.
“I’ve never been parked in

front of,” the senior said, “but
when I see that it happens, it
makes me extremely mad because what if that person has to
go somewhere immediately after
school, but they can’t because
they are blocked in?”
Breanna Petty, senior and
owner of a new vehicle, thought
of ways to introduce the situation
to administrators.
“I think parents need
to start complaining,” Petty
said. “Accident rates are high
because of the unpainted lines.
I have a brand new car, and if
anyone ever hits my car parking any type of way, I might
go insane. Also, since they are
remodeling the school, they
should just go ahead and paint
them on our day out.”
However, in speaking with
the school’s head engineer, Michael Cox, there is a possibility for
having the improvement made.
“I’ll see about it,” he said,
adding that certain steps will have
to be made before anything happens, which likely wouldn’t be until
over the summer.
First, a number of bids must
be obtained by contractors to do
the work; in previous attempts, the
price to do a couple of the lots,
including the teachers’, was in the
neighborhood of $3000-$4000,
Cox said. He added it was unlikely
that just one parking lot would be
done since the lines in all the lots
are faded to some degree.
Once the bids are secured,
they would be sent to Chicago
Public Schools facility advisor
Gwen Carter to seek approval.
Once the green light is given,
work could proceed.
But for now, one senior driver
offered her advice to others.
“In the meantime, everyone
should try to get to school in time
enough to get a good parking
spot,” Miller said, “and if they
don’t, then they need to just go
park on the street to save everyone else from the hassle!”

SPORTS

NHS RETURNS
continued from page 3

tive meeting in the Social
Room crowded with standing
room-only students.
“After I found out that
there was no advisor, and nobody was really stepping up, I
stepped because I didn’t want
to see a club like National
Honor Society checked out,”
Homan said, who is an NHS
alum himself.
Homan, who is also a new
faculty member, is the third
advisor in the last three years.
He has numerous positive
changes and ideas for the
organization. He decided that
if current members, who were
inducted last spring, want to
ensure their place in NHS, they
must fill out paperwork that
demonstrate the organization’s
requirements are still being
met. Aside from the seniors,
every current member has to
reapply again to make sure
they still meet the standards.
“I kind of understand why
we must apply again, though
I do believe we haven’t done
anything together as a group
therefore we shouldn’t have
to, and it is not right for the
members who were inducted
last year who didn’t get a
chance to participate,” current
member Kristalyn Cooksey
said. “I did hear a rumor the
seniors had to reapply, but that
came out to be false.”
Another senior was
unhappy, especially since the
organization was dormant only
until recently.
“When I first heard that
we had to reapply, I was highly
upset,” senior and current
member Kinara Byrd said. “I
had spent my senior year with
National Honor Society being
inactive, so I honestly wasn’t
reapplying again because I felt
it wasn’t fair, but I’m glad that
it was clarified.”
The new applicants will
undergo the lengthy and
meticulous process of the application process.
Requirements for NHS
are specific: one must hold an
average 3.6 GPA and be in the
top 20 percent of the class.
One must also have participated in a club or sport for two
consecutive years.
However, not all of the
hurdles are academic. For example, a successful applicant
must have a nearly squeakyclean disciplinary record. NHS
members are expected to
be basically the cream of the
crop, well-rounded students
who are leaders and stay out
of trouble.
However, if a candidate
had a cloudy past early in his
or her high school career, there
is still hope.
“If you were a big terror
your freshman year and now
you’ve turned your life around,
it’s best to talk to me and get a
letter of recommendation from
the Deans Office because we
are big on second chances,”
Homan said.
This honor society takes
its business far from lightly,
though.
“A lot of people don’t
realize that if there are 300
students [in a class], and you

are [ranked number] 61, then
you cannot apply even if you
do have a 4.2 GPA.” Homan
said, referring to the top-ofthe-class demand.
NHS is the nation’s premier organization established
to recognize outstanding high
school level students. More
than just an honor roll, NHS
serves to honor those students
who have demonstrated excellence in the areas of scholarship, leadership, service, and
character.
NHS is recognition that
carries a lot of weight. It is
very eye-catching on an application, especially with job
interviews, internships and for
college and university acceptance.
“I appreciate NHS,” said
Breanne Payne, a Morgan Park
alum. “Not only did it help
ease my way through numerous interviews, it felt great to
graduate in my gold/yellow
gown.”
Since there hasn’t been
an official sponsor until Homan
picked up the reigns, the usually active organization hasn’t
had much to brag about for
most of this school year.
“Our group hasn’t done
anything all year, and this
isn’t normal for our organization,” NHS member Traevon
Robinson said. “It bothers me
because the National Honor
Society involves service learning activities and leadership.
It sucks for the new members
who were inducted last year,
because they didn’t get a
chance to experience what all
the others did but I’m happy
we have a sponsor now.”
But now, the program
holds many advantages and
activities in store for all of their
participants. For example, at
the end of the year, a ceremony will be held to introduce
and congratulate the participants on their success.
“It’s so exciting; I always
enjoy to see the children
receive recognition for staying
on track and doing the right
thing.” said Alex Murphy, an
NHS participant parent. “ It is
a wonderful sight and a spark
of joy.”
The induction of new
membership was conducted
at the Morgan Park Baptist
Church, 11024 S. Bell, due
to the ongoing renovation
work being performed on the
school’s Blackwelder Hall. But
with that part of the large-scale
capital improvement project
complete, the ceremony is
expected to return to the auditorium this month.
For the 2012 ceremony,
28 students were chosen in
the highly selective application
process. Of them, four were
seniors, 19 were juniors, and
five were sophomores.
With the help Homan, National Honor Society shall be
back in action after all paperwork is received.
“I just want to stay on top
of things to make sure we have
a successful club next year,”
Homan said. The best way to
describe this story is "Confidence is key to success."
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LABORING FOR CAS HOURS
continued from page 1

garbage, and did other garden
work.
“I picked up trash around,
planted a pumpkin patch, redecorated the shed, broke up
wood, and pulled weeds,” IB
junior Jaeda Branch said. “My
experience was very informational
because I didn’t know why it was
called the Edna White Garden; it
was nice hearing the story.”
The planting area was
founded in 1993 after an avid
volunteer who was active in beautifying the Beverly/Morgan Park

community. A group of volunteers
were in the process of putting the
garden together when a son of a
friend murdered her, according to
a Chicago Tribune story published
at the time. She was said to have
a heart of gold; White was simply
helping him out and he killed
her. Her death led to the garden
becoming a memorial to her.
One student volunteer reflected on working on the special
neighborhood site.
“I think what I was doing was
very important because of the his-

tory of the community; I think we
did a good job,” IB junior Derrick
Elmore said. “We learned the importance for what the community
stands for.”
Friends of Edna White
Gardens would like to connect
with students and have them
participate with maintaining the
beehives (yes, beehives), planting beds, and various structures
including the central wooden
pergola. Additionally, resident Bill
Zopp is responsible for painting all
fire hydrates in the ward, and he is

looking for students to assist him.
The IB students are learning
to help to their community and
also earn their all-important CAS
hours (Creativity, Active, and Service time). One of the program’s
requirements is that IB students
are to be engaged in additional
service activities. CAS is another
criterion for the IB Diploma Programme, so regular service learning plus additional CAS hours are
needed in order to receive the
coveted IB diploma.
“Creativity can be anything
creative from rearranging a

Many volunteers, including IB students, the 19th Ward
alderman, a teacher, and others turned out earlier last month
to beautify the Edna White Garden on 111th Street. (Photo by
Maya James)

classroom, drawing, painting, or
even making an iPod playlist,” IB
coordinator Morgan Mudron said.
“‘Active’ means anything that
involves you sweating, from yoga
through running. ‘Service’ means
that you’re doing something for
the good of others.”
Something activities can
count as one element or sometimes all three.
“The Edna White Garden
was a great example of all three,”
Mudron said. “‘Creativity’ for the
arrangement of the garden. ‘Active’ for gardening, and ‘Service’
for helping the Morgan Park community.”
Those who worked that chilly
Saturday morning composting,
doing light carpentry, removing
garbage, raking, and planting was
a great opportunity to do something positive.
“It’s important for our students to have a sense of connection to the people who live around
our school,” said IB Theory of
Knowledge teacher Alvin James,
who also got his hands dirty that
day. “I think it’s important for the
people around our school to see
the best of our students.”

THEFT IN DECLINE
continued from page 5

countries, some may steal food,
clothes, water or whatever else
they need to survive.
“Some people really do
struggle to make ends meet,”
senior Johnny Stevenson said.
“These people will do anything to
provide for their family, themselves, or just for survival.”
On another note, Chandler
believes the thefts at MP are another sign of why MP has slipped
to Level 3 probation status.
“I’m tired of the uncivilized
teens here [Morgan Park],” he
said. “They’re the reason for us
being on probation.”
Some students believe stealing, regardless of the reason, is
downright unacceptable.
“Stealing shouldn’t be an
action that occurs whatsoever,”
senior Wynter Mitchell said. “No
matter how difficult things may
get, it is never okay.”
Many say that it’s really all
about morality, or a lack thereof.
In fact, Americans remain largely
pessimistic about the direction
in which the nation’s morals are
headed, according to Gallup’s
annual poll on values and beliefs,
conducted in May 2012.
“Seventy-three percent of
Americans say moral values in

the country as a whole are getting worse, up from 69 percent
last year [2011],” the Gallup site
states.
Those who took the Gallup
survey said the state of moral values are because of those Americans who have problems with
consideration of others, sense
of entitlement, and dishonesty,
among a host of other reasons.
But today, some say that
there’s a disregard of traditional
social norms regarding taking
others things for one’s own wants,
not needs.
“If the opportunity is there
and it’s something you really
need; it’s okay,” senior Joshua
Eison claimed. “If you can’t afford
it, stealing is the only choice.”
Others strongly disagree.
“People have ample opportunities to do horrible things,”
senior Asia Harlan said, “but they
don’t. Not being able to afford a
luxury does not justify stealing.”
There is some good news,
though, according to the biennial
Report Card on American Youth
by Josephson Institute of Ethics, which surveyed 23,000 high
school students about ethics and
character.
Interestingly, the survey’s re-

sults show that teens believe moral
fiber is important, with 99 percent
agreeing that “it is important for
me to be a person with good character.” Furthermore, “81 percent
believe that when it comes to
doing what is right, they are better
than most people they know.”
Ironically, many of the same
teens admit to stealing, but the
survey suggest they may be
engaging in less lying, cheating,
and, yes, theft.
“In 2010, 27 percent of the
students said they had stolen
something from a store in the
past year,” a summary of the
report states. “In 2012 that number dropped to 20 percent. In
2010, 17 percent said they stole
something from a friend
in the past year compared to 14 percent in
2012. The percentage
who said they stole
something from a parent or other relative
in the past year also
decreased (from 21 to
18 percent).
The study also reveals that
boys engage in more immoral
behavior than girls.
“Almost one-quarter of the
boys (23 percent) admitted steal-

FINDER APPS
continued from page 5

camera. The app will cache up to 100 locations that were not sent
to the server due to network limitations and retransmit them when
network is available. Good for camping and traveling. (309 Apple
reviews:
)
Where’s My Droid (Android, free-$3.99)
This free utility (that can even be remotely installed) is for the
popular Android phone that has one mode where you can use it to
search for a lost phone that you know is somewhere in your home,
and another mode where you can find your phone if it’s been lost
or stolen, according to the developer. You can also send an SMS
to the phone via email to be displayed on the phone’s screen with
contact information and how you can be reached. There is a pro
version with lots of extra features, but it costs $3.99.
(80,733 reviews:
1/2)

ing from a store in the past year,
compared to 17 percent of the
girls,” the summary states. “Boys
were almost twice as likely to steal
from a friend as girls (19 percent
compared to 10 percent). Boys
were 6 percent more likely to steal
from a parent or other relative (21
percent versus 15 percent).”

That may be true here at MP,
too, according to Nocentelli.
“Some thefts have decreased
[over the last few years],” she
said. referring to a spat of stealing
stuff from unsecured lockers, particularly in the gymnasium locker
rooms. “However, that hasn’t happened in a long time.”

Avoid being a victim
Dean Nocentelli gives students advice to keep their stuff safe:
RULES ARE IN PLACE FOR A REASON
• Stick to the school’s cell phone policy. They are
not to be visible or activated. Don’t leave them
on a desk or plugged into a school outlet! Keep it
hidden in a closed bookbag; carelessness equals
opportunity for thieves.
STEPS TO TAKE IF YOUR CELL PHONE
COMES UP MISSING
• CONTACT THE DEANS OFFICE IMMEDIATELY.
If it happens during class, tell the teacher right
away who will then let security know of the problem. Security will usually visit the room and ask
questions of the students.
• BACKTRACK YOUR STEPS. Figure out where and what you’ve
done during the day, as some students don’t realize their phone
is gone until later in the day. Time is of the essence! Also, you
may have merely misplaced it.
• ONCE IN THE DEANS OFFICE, COMPLETE THE INCIDENT
FORM CAREFULLY. Note exactly when the item was last seen,
where, etc. Be specific!
• CONTACT YOUR PARENT. They may be able to shutdown the
phone by calling the cell phone provider (who may also be able
to track the phone).
• NEVER TRY TO TAKE IT UPON YOURSELF TO CONFRONT
THE ALLEGED THIEF! Always report it to a teacher, security
personnel, or the deans.

HELP!

• DON’T BE A QUIET BYSTANDER. If you know what happened, help! Someday you might need someone’s help in getting
your stuff back. Many phones have been returned to the rightful
owner after a thoughtful eyewitness reported the crime to the
Deans Office. This can be done completely anonymously.
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Most juniors glad testing season is over student successes
By Ashley Evans

T

he ACT is a national
college admissions exam
that consists of subject area tests
in: English, mathematics, reading,
and science. The ACT measures
standard skills in the four core
subjects. The exam is taken
nationwide among high school
juniors and seniors.
But before the high-stakes
assessment was taken by juniors
last Monday and Tuesday, some a
few butterflies in their stomach.
“I feel prepared and a bit
nervous,” 11th grader Maggie
West said. “I’m mostly worried
about math and science.”
The English portion measures
standard written English and
rhetorical skills, according to the
ACT website. The math measures
courses taken during 9th through
12th grade. In the reading it measures reading comprehension. In
the science section it measures
the interpretation, analysis, evaluation, reasoning, and problemsolving skills required in the
natural sciences.
Some test-takers were worried as they often are before a big
assessment.
“I’m kinda nervous because
I don’t test well,” IB student and
junior Morgan Brown said. “I’m
the most nervous about reading
and science because I don’t read
fast and they tend to be the most
boring tests.”
The ACT is one of the most
important exams in a student’s
educational career, and is a part
of most colleges’ and universities’
admission requirements.

The main concern for some
was the time element.
“I felt prepared, yet nervous,” Kelsey Ferguson said. “I
knew the curriculum, but I had to
work faster than usual so time was
an issue for me.”
MP offers an ACT Prep
mathematics and English course;
however, the International Baccalaureate (IB) program doesn’t
afford students the time in their
crowded schedule to offer one.
“No, I don’t feel that IB
prepared us,” Brown said. “We

can’t have the class, and plus the
after-school ACT prep class was
inconvenient since many people
had things to do after school.”
The longer school day implemented this year by Chicago
Public Schools may actually have
a negative impact on test results,
at least among those who were

Debater gets medal at city
Senior Janae
Meaders earned a
silver medal at the
city championship
held in March
at Northwestern
University. Four
members of the
team participated
and won three
out of five rounds.
“Hopefully [the
team] will try to
grow the team and
get more members,
so that after I
graduate, the team
will continue to
be successful,”
Meaders said.

Please turn to page 11 for

TEST-TAKERS
CAUTIOUSLY
OPTIMISTIC

Juniors finish PSAE testing

City science fair winner

Eleventh grade test-takers are treated to lunch by the
school administration after taking the two-day PSAE
battery of assessments. Barracos pizza, chips, and pop
were served in the girls gym to the hard-working Class of
2014.

Sophomore Kayla
Lee (at right) earned
a gold medal at the
63rd annual Chicago
Public School Student
Science Fair last
month. She will go
on to compete at
the state science
fair. All of the other
MP students who
participated earned a
silver medal, including
senior Jaeda Branch,
sophomore Kristina
Echols, sophomore
Kerry Jones, junior Deanna Kinds, senior Jasmine
Muhammad, and freshman Autumn Wester.

Senior shirt selected
By Davonna Gilmore

T

Yearbook distribution
is tentatively planned
for Tuesday, June 4
during 8th period.
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he Senior Board finalized
their decision on the
best design for the senior t-shirt
last month.
The student-made designs
were due April 1, and judging took
place five days later. Active Senior
Board members participated in selecting the winning artwork of the
only three submissions that were
delivered by the deadline.
Three
creative seniors
(Kelly Cook,
Jamila Nelson,
and Lorin Short)
wanted their
designs to be on
the shirt; there
was no specific
theme for the
competition this
year, so they were free to choose
whatever they wanted to do.
Nelson was the winner, and
she was very excited to have her
art chosen. She used colored
pencils and pens for her sketch.
The soon-to-be graduate has
been drawing clocks all year long,
and she came up with her own
design and her own phrase which
will be printed on the senior shirts.
“I wanted everyone to have
my design on their shirt, because
this is something people are going to have forever, can look back

on, and know I designed that
shirt,” Nelson said.
Some of the requirements for the
entries included that students couldn’t
use more than three colors and the
shirt had to embody school spirit.
Each shirt will cost $15,
and seniors have till May 3rd to
purchase one. The shirts can be
ordered May 1 (today), and seniors
will receive them at the end of May
so they can be worn during Senior
Week which kicks-off June 1.
Each student had to work

independently, and the winner-Nelson, in this case--received a
free prom ticket.
Traditionally, seniors tend to
wear their t-shirts in different styles
after they get them. Some cut
them up, some knot them along
the sides, while others have people
write all over them for memories.
Although some may think
it’s just another shirt to put in the
closet, others say it has important
sentimental value.
“It’s a part of my senior memories,” senior Kaylin Horvath said.

OPINION

If prom is anything
like the movies...

Even with the tags still on, no store
is taking this dress back.

Probably should switch to buttonfly jeans from now on.

Mom wants to go to the big dance
with you? Ewww.

So, that was how they danced 30
years ago. I guess it’s better than
juking.

Well, I guess just one peck
couldn’t hurt.

It’s kind of like the Electric Slide,
but not exactly.

Prom dresses that looked like
grandma’s nightgown were
considered stylish?

Carrie (1976)
It’s bad enough that
they have prom in
the school gym, but
dumping pig’s blood
all over the prom
queen: really big
mistake. Note to self:
Always have an exit
strategy.
Something About
Mary (1998)
For guys, this is your
nightmare come true,
and I’m not talking
about the shabby
brown tuxedo, frilly
shirt, and clown-like
bow tie. You’ll never
feel the same about
“franks and beans”
again.
Back to the Future
(1985)
Go back in time, try
to get your mother to
quit hitting on you, be
matchmaker for your
parents, then teach
1950’s rock-and-roll
legend Chuck Berry
how to play guitar at
prom. Who writes this
stuff?
Footloose (1984)
A small town bans
dancing until troublemaker Kevin Bacon
brings music to prom.
Where does all that
sparkly stuff come
from? Anyway, they
all, ahem, dance, to
painfully retro ‘80s
pop music, unless you
like that kind of thing.
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For the girls, prom is all
about the dress
By Tristian Anderson

T

he female senior student
population have begun
to panic as they fear that many
girls would show up to prom in
the same dress--gasp!
Prom, a traditional formal
dance held by high schools at
the end of the year, is one of the
highlights of a high school career.
Typically, it is held senior year so
that students are allowed to build
up a sense of anticipation.
Students have been ranting
and raving as prom as seemingly suddenly approached.
Even though MP’s formal dance
is 30 days away on May 31, the
talk among the female students
regarding their style of dress,
desired hairstyle, glamorous
makeup, and fashion’s most
trendy shoe has reached a frenzied pitch.
But despite all the talk, few
are discussing any concern of how
they’re going to pay for this one
night in their life, easily the most
expensive they’ve experienced.

k
o
Boow!
n

Spending on prom is expected to rise around 5 percent
over last year, averaging $1,139
per family, according to VISA’s
annual survey on prom spending,
released last month. In their first
survey in 2011, costs averaged
only $807.
However, broken down by
region, those in the Midwest (us)
will likely spend around $744,
while those on the East Coast will
dish out a whopping $1,944, as
calculated in the survey.
It’s pretty easy to pass the
$1000-mark, as preparing for
the night typically includes a
car rental or limousine ride, a
corsage, make-up, hair, tickets
for the dance, and many other
accessories.
However, some see that all
this money for a one-night party
is probably not that serious, and
that they are putting prom on the
back-burner of their life.
“Prom really is not as big
of a deal as people make it,”
senior Maya Bryant said. It is only
one night. Should I really spend
multiple hundred dollars on my

dress, one hundred [dollars] on
my shoes, a few hundred [dollars]
on my hair and make up for a four
hour dance? Is it really worth it?”
Typically, the biggest expenditure by a girl attending prom is,
of course, The Dress. This year,
according to Seventeen magazine, the average prom dress
costs $271.
This once-in-a-life-time
gown--second only to a wedding
dress--has to be special. It has to
be beautiful. It has to reflect who
the girl is. But most importantly,
it has to be the only one at the
dance; no cloning, please.
“I cannot show up to prom in
the same dress as anyone else,”
senior Brandi Stover said, who admitted that she had a dress made
specifically for her. “I refuse. If it
was to happen, one of us would
come out of the dress, and it
would not be me. I could not take
any chances like that.”

Please turn to page 10 for

THAT SPECIAL
DRESS

THROW A BUCA-STYLE

GRAD PARTY

Book it at Buca or Order our Party Pans To Go.

Twilight (2008)
Proof that proms are
still important for
today's youths. Oh,
yeah, and for creatures of the night,
too. Where’s Vincent
Price when you need
him. Again, who
writes this stuff?
Not Another
Teen Movie (2001)
Emo geeks, dumb
jocks, party animals, a
girl-next-door, nerds,
etc., etc.; pretty much
every high school
stereotype is mocked
in this satire of every
“teen movie” (duh!).
Yep, prom is just like
something out of a
choreographed scene
from “Glee.” Just you
wait.
Pretty in Pink (1986)
Unique (think: not
typical, borderline
weird) girl who’s
not all that popular,
makes a big entrance
to prom supposedly
looking super glamorous; it’s every girl’s
dream night--that is
until you look at her
date and her dress (?)
Wow.

ORLAnd PARk | Pl ace Mall ShoPPing center
15350 South 94th Avenue
708.349.6262 • BucAdiBeppo.com
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Memorial Day
events in Chicago
D

on’t just watch TV on Memorial Day weekend! Get out and
actually do something!

Bike the Drive (Sunday)
It won’t be a snowstorm that shuts down Lake Shore Drive (pictured above), but a steady stream of people riding their bicycles-no cars allowed. It starts early (5 a.m., no later than 7:30 a.m.),
and runs from Columbus Drive and Jackson Drive, downtown, for
the 30 mile route.
36th Annual Ridge Run (Monday)
This marathon is in the heart of Beverly, kicking
off at Ridge Park (97th and Longwood Drive). A
parade follows the event.
Chicago Memorial Day Parade (Saturday)
It’s one of the largest Memorial Day parades in the
country; it starts at noon on State and Lake Street
downtown.
Go to the Beach (Saturday)
Chicago beaches officially open Memorial weekend. Hopefully the weather will warm up by then.
Go to a Ballgame
The Chicago White Sox have a weekend homestand at US Cellular Field against the Florida Marlins. BUT, on Memorial Day, the Crosstown Classic
opens with the Cubs visiting the Sox at 6:10 p.m.
Go Sox!

REVIEWS

Memorial Day is more than just barbecues
By Jessica Bailey

Y

ay! Finally, a holiday!
According to the
Chicago Public Schools calendar, Monday, 27, schools will be
closed. But ask many students
why, and you’ll likely get a blank
stare.
Memorial Day is the observance which, during this national
holiday, most banks, government
offices, the postal service, courts,
and even some stores close their
doors (although some have special sales).
On this memorial, Americans
are expected to commemorate
and remember those who have
died while serving in our country’s
armed forces.
Many reflect on what these
special men and women have
done in protecting our way of life.
“The day to me is a nice opportunity to get together with family,” said William Colson, an ACT
prep teacher. “I didn’t have any
relatives who died in war, but my
relatives who were in the army told
really scary stories. I had an uncle
who was in the navy in World War
II and his platoon would take care
of the dead bodies.”
Memorial day is the one day
out of the year where many stop
whatever they are doing and
have a moment of thanks for the
soldiers who have died over the
years fighting for our rights.
“My grandfathers on both
sides [of my family] have fought
in wars, and I’m glad that both
made it out alive,” junior Reginald
Bailey said. “On Memorial Day, I
thank God and the soldiers that
had my grandpas’ back for both
of them being alive. I will never

THAT SPECIAL DRESS
continued from page 9

While Stover expressed her
need for individuality, senior
Ryanne Miller explained that it is
nearly impossible to see double
on prom night.
“No one in the prom will
have the dress I am wearing,”
Miller said. “It’s because I am getting my dress from Peaches!”
Peaches Boutique has
become very popular for young
women searching for dresses for
special occasions. It carries the
largest selection of formal dresses
for almost any special occasion:

best selection of prom dresses
2013, Sweet Sixteen dresses,
Quinceanera dresses, cocktail
dresses, and more.
Peaches has become very
popular amongst teens after
implementing their rule of “no two
young women attending the same
event are allowed to purchase
the same dress from the store.”
Consequently, this made the idea
of buying a prom dress more “first
come, first serve” than ever.
While many favor the store’s
policy, senior Kierra Graves

SPORTS

proved it to be “whack.”
“The entire time I had my
dress picked out,” Graves recalled.
“I knew what color to get, style,
hairstyle, makeup, shoe and everything. Then, next thing I know, I
go to [Peaches]...to pick it up and
they tell me that someone from my
school attending the same event
has already gotten my dress. It
was so inconvenient and I had to
start the entire search process over.
They could have just let me wear
the dress, and we would have been
forced to see who wore it better.”

ask my grandpas what happened
to them during their active duty
because the idea of them going
through a struggle of life and
death is not something I want to
remember about my grandpa.”
General John Logan started
Memorial Day officially in May 5,
1868 after the American Civil War.
The holiday originally honored
only Civil War victims. Only the
North celebrated the holiday
until 1890 when the holiday
was changed to honor all fallen
soldiers.
For the celebration of Memorial Day, many people journey
to cemeteries and memorial

sites to visit the graves of fallen
soldiers and pay their respects.
There is also a national moment
of remembrance that takes place
at 3 p.m.; also, all American flags
are supposed to be raised at halfstaff from dawn until noon. Some
volunteers take the time to place
American flags onto each grave in
national cemeteries.
Also, it is customary for
the president or vice-president
to give a speech honoring the
contributions of the dead and

Please turn to page 11 for

MORE THAN
A HOLIDAY

about
memorial day
Poppy Day was created in
1915 by a Georgia school teacher,
Moina Michael, who was a Memorial
Day volunteer who thought there
should be a visual symbol to
remember those who died in defense
of their country. She was inspired by
the poem “In Flanders Fields.”
The VFW (Veterans of Foreign
Wars) conducted its first “Buddy
Poppy” distribution before Memorial
Day in 1922, becoming the first
veterans’ organization to organize a
nationwide distribution. The poppy
soon was adopted as the official
memorial flower of the Veterans of
Foreign Wars of the United States.
Many people confuse
Memorial Day and Veterans Day
(November 11). Memorial Day is a
day for remembering and honoring
military personnel who died in the
service of their country, particularly
those who died in battle or as a result
of wounds sustained in battle.
While those who died are
also remembered, Veterans Day is
the day set aside to thank and honor
all those who served honorably in the
military--in wartime or peacetime.
In fact, Veterans Day is
largely intended to thank living to
acknowledge that their contributions
to our national security are
appreciated, and to underscore the
fact that all those who served--not
only those who died--have sacrificed
and done their duty.

Why spend hundreds when a free prom dress is available?
By Brittany Prince

W

One lucky recipient who got
her dress at last year’s Glass
Slipper Project. (Source: GSP)

ith the current
economic conditions
being what they are, buying an
expensive, glamorous prom dress
may not be on the top of most
parents’ priority list. In an effort
to help young women realize their
prom night dreams, organizations
started all over the country have
made it possible for them to
still have a Cinderella-like dress
without spending royalty money.
Thanks to donatemydress.
org, girls are able to choose the
state they live in to find foundations. Becca’s Closet, Cinderella’s
Closet, and Prom Possible are just

a few establishments that help
girls looking for a prom dress.
After choosing a foundation, they
give information about the local
chapters around the state you
choose for further help.
Something a closer to home
would be the Glass Slipper Project.
A flyer about the event is
posted outside the girls’ bathroom on the 3rd floor in the old
building. Although many just walk
past the announcements, sometimes they really can help us.
The Glass Slipper Project is a
non-profit organization that also
helps girls in and around Chicago
find the perfect formal dress for
free.
The Glass Slipper Project’s

latest event--and last of three--will
be held May 4th (this Saturday!) at
McCorkie School, 4421 South State
Street, 10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m.
Every year boutiques and
stores around the city donate
dresses for girls around the city.
At the event, a volunteer “personal shopper” helps the girls
who attend find their dress and,
when available, accessories along
with shoes.
In order to have a chance to
receive a dress, there are a few
rules. You must be one of the first
700 girls to arrive, you must be a
junior or senior enrolled in school,
and you must bring your school
identification card. You don’t have
to show proof of your financial

hardship in order to receive a
dress.
If you are interested in another organization, check with the
foundation to search for a chapter
to see when and where dresses
would be distributed. When you
attend, you search the choices for
the one you find most beautiful.
If you want to donate a dress
(are you really going to wear that
dress more than once?), you can
go to the designated website
and try to find a check point to
drop off your gently used dress.
If there is no check point, most
likely you can send it to the main
address for the foundation. What
better feeling is there than giving
another girl a dream dress?
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Show mom you care on Mother’s Day Another prom decision:
By Alex Porter
and Desiree Freeman

T

ick-tock, tick-tock; time
is slipping away with
only 11 days remaining before
Mother’s Day.
With the day dedicated to
the one who birthed you approaching quickly (Sunday, May
12), teens should be looking to
buy our mothers gifts they’ll love
and remember but within a reasonable budget.
For those who are looking to
buy gifts on a budget, you can
look into buying chocolates, spa
gifts, house accessories, or bath
and body sets as obvious choices.

Make a batch of pancakes
with fresh fruit.
This classic Mother’s Day
gift, breakfast in bed, is still at
the top of the list. You can make
it extra-special with a homemade card, a vase full of flowers
and one of your mom’s favorite

dishes. Who can’t make a decent
batch of pancakes or waffles? But
make it unique with maybe some
whipped cream and freshly-sliced
strawberries. Don’t forget some
bacon or sausage and a hot cup
of Starbuck’s coffee.
But if cooking is not your
thing, you can get creative by going out and buying a thoughtful
gift--no general gift cards, please.
Edible Arrangements (located at 99th Street and Halsted
Street, 128th Street and Ashland
Avenue), a leader in producing fresh fruit bouquets, has a
wide variety of chocolates and
fruit gifts that you can buy your
mother on this special day.
They have a variety of gifts
under $50,
featuring
some of
their most
loved,
fresh fruit
gifts,
including
gourmet
chocolate
dipped
fruit boxes,
classic covered strawLovely Daisy
berries,
($40) at Edible
and fruit
Arrangements.
bouquets.
Their least expensive arrangement is $40 (Lovely Daisy),
but they have a Chocolate
Dipped Strawberries Box for $29.
You can never go wrong with
a homemade gift, from you and

your siblings. Take a picture of
you (and not a duck-faced one!)
and your siblings, print it out on
high-quality paper, and put it in
a classy-looking (or even handmade) frame.
For another inexpensive
Mother’s Day gift that still shows
her how much you love her, you
could make her a bracelet, a
necklace or a pair of earrings.
She'll probably wear it just because her kids made it.
If you’ve got the dollars, you
could buy a nice piece of fashionable jewelry. Try to avoid big department stores like Macy’s which
has a high mark-up on jewelry.
Visit small independent shops to
get a better deal. One nearby
jeweler is Sheffner's Fine Jewelry
(2408 W. 111th Street) has been
part of Beverly for over 95 years,
according to their website (www.
sheffners.com).
Since Mother’s Day is a holiday where
delivered
flower
bouquets
dominate
the landscape, you
can never
go wrong
with getting Twelve roses
your mother ($29.99) at
flowers and ProFlowers.com.
a sentimental

Please turn to page 12 for

MOTHER’S DAY
GIFT IDEAS

limousine vs. a car
By Carla Gipson
and Clarque Stewart

O

h, decisions,
decisions: Prom
season is here and seniors are
confronted with picking driving
a limo versus renting a car.
Renting a car has it's perks but

so does a limo. Some students
prefer one over the other.
“I'd rather rent a car,” senior Beshaunn Agee said. “It's
more intimate than a limo.”
It’s also a lot cheaper,

Please turn to page 12 for

WHAT TO RENT?

TEST-TAKERS
CAUTIOUSLY OPTIMISTIC
continued from page 8

given the opportunity to attend
an after-school test prep class
but wouldn’t or couldn’t go.
“Well, they offered classes
after school, but I feel they
could have helped more by
helping us in class rather than
on our own time,” IB student
Yerre’Elle Patton said. “The test
wasn’t hard as I expected it to
be; I guess I put too much pressure on myself about it. In my
opinion, math was the hardest.”
Others felt the English
portion was one they succeeded upon best.
“The English was easy,”
Brown said. “Math was decent,
up until the end. Reading had
some stories that not everyone
understood. Science was okay. I
think it necessarily wasn’t hard,
I just wasn’t prepared and I

don’t test well. Day 2 was much
better. My weakest was the science because most of that stuff
I learned in elementary school
and don’t remember. My strongest was the math and locating
information [Work Keys]. The
math was the easiest.”
But at least one junior was
ready for it, knowing that the
assessment was something
that schools try to prepare
them for starting when they
enter high school.
“After the test I felt relieved because it’s been something I’ve been preparing for
since my preparing for since
my freshman year,” West said.
“The test was hard as I thought
I was. English and reading are
my strongest subjects. Day 2
was easy and simple.”

MORE THAN A HOLIDAY
continued from page 10

lay a wreath at the Tomb of the
Unknown Soldier. About 5,000
people attend the ceremony at
Arlington National Cemetery in
Arlington, Virginia, annually.
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Many parades are held
around the country in celebration
of Memorial day, and The National Memorial Day Concert takes
place on the West Lawn of

4435

the United States Capitol. The
concert is broadcast on PBS (Public Broadcasting Service) and NPR
(National Public Radio). Music is
performed and respect is paid to
Chart 7

the men and women who gave
their lives for their country.
Unfortunately, it appears that
the day to remember the brave
men and women has been forgot-
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“We cherish too, the Poppy red
That grows on fields where valor led;
It seems to signal to the skies
That blood of heroes never dies.”
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Army casualties on Omaha
Beach, 1944, during the
D-Day Invasion of Normandy,
France. (Photo source: Naval
History & Heritage Command)

ten among the present youth
generation.
“[Memorial day for me is]
barbeques, get-togethers, fireworks, songs, memories, candy
with your family,” sophomore
Bryceson Gladney said.
Even fewer know that 1915
Miona Michael wrote a poem that
inspired every one on Memorial
Day to wear the bright red poppies that are offered by donation
collectors around the holiday:

36,574
58,220

Of the ten principal wars that the U.S. has engaged in, the Civil War caused the
most deaths among American military personnel. During the period between the
Revolutionary War and the present, it was the Civil War that produced the most
American fatalities, when Union statistics and Confederate estimates are taken into
account. World War II was the first war in which there were more battle deaths than
deaths from other causes such as accidents, disease, and infections. (Source: American
War and Military Operations Casualties: Lists and Statistics; Federation of American
Scientists, 2010)

The idea of the red poppy
spread out in to other countries
to honor their dead from war, too.
Some teens still remember to
go and try to respect those that
went out in the two world wars,
the Civil War, and the Vietnam
War.
“I don’t really celebrate, I just
go to the cemetery,” sophomore
Marcus Wheat said.
Even though people might
not have lost a family member in
an actual war, that doesn’t mean
you shouldn’t be respect those
who have died.
“I feel it should be taken seriously because of the fact those
people protect our country,”
junior Jareem Fleming said.
Make Memorial Day this year
a day to think about your love
ones and those who have lost
loved ones.
“It’s a day to be quiet and be
with family,” sophomore Monia
Roberson said.
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Some say ‘walkers’ need to wake up
By Crystal Wells
and Nicole Edwards

E

ver watch the popular
cable show, “The
Walking Dead”? We have our
own version at MP: those who
aimlessly wander the shadowy
hallways past the tardy bell,
gazing blankly, apparently with
nowhere to go. They are “The
Hall Walkers.”
It’s pretty clear that these are
in some type of personal netherworld, trapped in a place that
they don’t want to be. In school,
but not in class.
“Well I think [school officials] should take them where
they need to be, possibly give
them four chances of not staying
in the halls,” said junior Michael
Wozniak. “When they use it up
they should call their parents. I
expect to see[my peers] in the
class before the first bell ring

in the halls. I wouldn’t consider
myself neither a hall walker nor
troublemaker because I take
my class work, attendance, and
grades seriously.”
The junior has the impression that some just don’t want to
fit into the educational setting
provided here.
“Students stay out of class
because of their dislike of teachers, don’t feel like going to class,
and don’t like other students,”
Wozniak said.
Students should have some
type of respect for the students
that actually want to go to class.
When students stand in the
middle of the hall and talk, it
makes it harder for other students
to get to class on time.
“Students are defiant,”
senior Kayla Moore said. “ They
should know not to talk in the
middle of the hallways and talk to
people when people are going to
class. During the first bell, people

move really slow; they act like
they don’t know what to do. They
think they can do better in the
halls then in the class.”
With those hanging around in
the halls, a lot of thing could happen and some people might get
hurt. With most trying to get to
class, some don’t pay attention to
other people and bump into them,
and that’s how fights can start.
“The halls are slow after the
first bell, then after the second
bell people are rushing or still
hanging around [outside the
classroom or at the lockers],”
senior Janae Meaders said. “They
think they can stay out of class
because of the lack of motivation.”
The students that do not do
their work are the main ones that
stay in the halls. Some students
that are not doing so well in
school tend to stay in the hall and
disrupt other students.
“Students stay out of class

Bodies listlessly roaming with nowhere to go? Are we talking
about the legions of zombies on the popular AMC cable
program “The Walking Dead,” or students who wander the halls
after the tardy bell? (Source: AMC)
because they know they [are
going to] fail, and they don’t
like the teacher or subject,” said
sophomore Dequan Hoover, who

admitted to roaming the halls
sometimes. “I get bored, and
when I don’t do my homework I
get [it] done[somewhere else].”

Drop out rates decline, but improvement still needed
By Nyah Samuel

D

espite a new report’s
findings that high
school graduation rates are
at their highest level in three
decades, too many students still
consider dropping out a potential
option.
The U.S. Department of Education reported in January that
high school graduation rates have
increased nationwide during the
2009-2010 school year, with 78.2
percent of students graduating
on time.
Interestingly, freshman gradu-

ation rates for public high school
students were the highest among
those states in the Midwest,
Upper Midwest, and East Coast,
while those in the South and West
Coast were the lowest.
North Dakota had the
highest rate (88.2 percent) and
Nevada had the lowest (57.8
percent). Illinois had an 81.9 percent rate, with Morgan Park High
School’s 2012 rate being 80.4,
and the Chicago Public Schools
(CPS) district average is 61.2.
Although there has been a
significant improvement across
the U.S., there is still a need to
do even better, according to a

statement given by Secretary of
Education Arne Duncan soon
after the report was announced.
“...[O]ur high school dropout
rate is still unsustainably high for
a knowledge-based economy
and still unacceptably high in our
African-American, Latino, and
Native-American communities,”
Duncan announced.
So many students drop out
of school for multiple reasons; almost every student goes through
some type of rough patch, whether it’s really major or small. Many
uncontrollable things can occur
that affect your whole world.
“I have thought about drop-

WHAT TO RENT

that some just can’t cope with all
of the challenges.
“No, I haven’t thought about
dropping out,” senior Rahquel
Needham said. “[Students] drop
out because school becomes
stressful and too hard to handle
so they give up.”
Some leave because they
get caught up with others who
influence them to take the wrong
path.
“My older cousin dropped

Please turn to page 13 for

WHY SOME
DROP OUT

MOTHER’S DAY
GIFT IDEAS

continued from page 11

depending on what you want
to drive in. According to
A1usalimo.com, their seven
prom specials offer four hours
of service (two hours before the
dance and two hours afterward). Prices start at $260 for
a chauffeured three passenger
luxury sedan, $340 for a typical
stretch Lincoln that seats six, all
the way up to a crazy 28-passenger party bus for $1050.
Others are worried about
the potential expenses you'll
have to do on a rental.
“I don't know which one
I want,” senior Shatoria Cash
said. “I am weighing my options. I do know that if I get
a rental car, that I’m going to
want something expensive like
a Lamborghini or something,
and that's highly unlikely because of financial situations.”
Yep, dream on when it
comes to getting the keys for
an exotic set of wheels like
an Italian sports supercar. But
maybe you want to cruise up
James Bond-style. Imaginelifestyles.com offers a bunch of
expensive cars, including an
Aston Martin Vanquish that
007 drives in his recent mov-

ping out before, at the time I was
going through something and I
missed a few days,” senior Dominique Meaux said. “It was when I
came back trying to get my work
from my teacher, they gave me
such a hard time, they kept telling
me ‘not today’ or some excuse,
so by next week when I ask for
the work, they say it’s too late
to make up the work and that I
wouldn’t be able to make it up.
School is stressful for students;
we have to worry about so many
things.”
Stress is a big factor in virtually everyone’s life; many believe

continued from page 11

Cadillac XTS, available at Budget for $139.99.
ies. However, rates start at $899
for one day.
When someone is chauffeuring you around, you're on someone else's time. You have a set
time limit from point A to point B
which is one of the cons of having
a limo on prom night.
“I personally don't like having someone driving me,” senior
Alexandria Porter said. “I want to
go where I need to, when I want,
on my own time and not have to
pay by the hour.”
Similarly, senior Regine
Houston said she prefers a rental
“because I can be on my own
time. Don't have to worry about
coming back at a certain time.”
A good-looking rental is Cadillac’s latest sedan, the XTS. This

coupe can be rented at Budget
for around $139.99 a day.
These days everyone has
to “keep up with the Joneses.” It's all about who can do
something better than the next
person. Simply trying to do
whatever everyone else is can
have someone not thinking
about the high cost of a limo
or a rental car, but how they'll
look when in it and who else
will be getting what.
“I can't be no lame on
prom,” senior Jovan Bright
said. “I have to pull up in something icy, unlike everyone else.”
It's also all about what's
hot now.
“Limos are played out,”
senior Maronda Evans said.

card. Most people tend to
purchase roses (expensive!),
but as long as they’re bright
and beautiful, it doesn’t
really make a difference.
Mothers usually love flowers,
especially for a gorgeous
view in the living room.
ProFlowers.com lists
twelve roses for $29.99
(vase costs an additional
$9.99) plus shipping. However, County Fair, Jewel and
other grocery stores have
decent bouquets of tulips Capri Seaside ($21.50) at Bath
and other spring flowers
& Body Works.
starting around $7.99.
For those with a high or
always a great idea. Supply
more expensive budget, you
your mother will smell goods
could surprise her with a trip
and lotions to match. A woman
to the spa. Every woman loves
loves to be pampered. A quick
to get pampered. Supply her
trip to the mall can make this
with the gift card, or if you can
purchase easy. Bath & Body
drive, you could take her yourWorks lists 56 different gift
self. Prices vary, but typically
collections on their website
you’ll need to spend around
(bathandbodyworks.com) when
$50. The spa will make her
you use the search parameter
feel so relaxed on her special
“mother’s day.” Prices start at
day. She should feel physi$21.50 (Capri Seaside Citrus/
cally refreshed and mentally
Sicillian Lemon) and rise to
rejuvenated.
$200 (Ultimate Italian IndulBath and body gifts are
gence Gift Set).
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Fry favs from spud fans
By Victoria Gardner
and Joshua Eison

fry got it’s name.
The crunchy, salty, tasty fried
sticks of potato are claimed by
rder up! Mmm-mmm!
Belgium and France as the prodYeah, sure, there’s
uct of their national genius but
nothing like an order of your
the true origins are shrouded in
favorite burger and a cool drink!
popular folklore.
But everyone knows the French
“My favorite place to get
fries are what makes the meal
French fries would be Home of
complete.
the Hoagy,” senior Sydney Cox
With pretty much every
said. “On a scale of 1-10, they’d
restaurant offering the deep fried
definitely be a 10.”
potato strips, fast-food and otherSenior Courtney Gudger
wise, many have their favorite in
agreed with Cox and revealed
Chicago.
that it was the sauce that does
A sliced potato that is deep
the trick.
fried in hot oil is how the French
“It’s something about their
mild sauce,”
she said. “I
can’t explain
exactly what
it is, but that’s
what makes
them good in
my opinion.
You can’t
beat them.”
Located
Home of the Hoagy fries are best with the mild
on 1312
sauce.

O

Europeans put
mayonnaise (?!)
on their fries.

In most of the English
speaking world, thin cut and
thick cut fries are called
two different things, fries
and chips, respectively. In
North America, it is typical
to simply call them all
French fries and, when they
are distinguished, it is usually just by
adding an adjective, rather than using a
completely different word: i.e. steak fries
(chips), French fries, curly fries, etc.

In 1802, Thomas Jefferson had the White
House chef, Frenchman Honoré Julien,
prepare “potatoes served in the French
manner” for a dinner party. He described
these as “Potatoes deep-fried while raw,
in small cuttings.”
Burger King’s French fries (and probably
McDonald’s too) are sprayed with a sugar
solution just before being packaged and
shipped to the various franchise locations.
This produces the golden color through
caramelization of the sugar when it is fried.

W. 111th Street, Home of the
Hoagy is considered a Southside
favorite.
Though that may be the case
for some students, it’s not the
case for everyone.
“I wouldn’t choose Home
of the Hoagy necessarily,” junior
Oriana Hondras said. “I’d rather
have Nicky’s or Five Guys but if its
there then I’ll eat it I guess.”
Horvath is very selective
when it comes to where she gets
her fries from.
“I guess it’s just me but I
can’t just get fries from anywhere,” she said. “I mean, I can
eat like McDonald’s or Burger
Kings’ commercial fries, but when
it comes to getting the best-ofthe-best, I have to go to I-57 [Rib
House, 1524 W. 115th Street]; it is
hands-down the best.”
Though the south side small
businesses seem to be a favorite,
other students still think com-

Please turn to page 14 for

FRENCH FRY FAVS
Popular condiments to dip
French fries in varies quite a
bit from country to country.
In America, ketchup is
typically the dip of choice
for French fries. In certain
parts of Europe, mayonnaise
is king. The British tend
to favor malt vinegar for
dipping their fries.

Belgians, who consume the
most French fries per capita
of any country in Europe,
occasionally will serve
French fries with egg as a topping. The
raw egg is cracked over the French fries
immediately after the fries have been pulled
from the fryer.
“To French,” in cooking, now commonly
refers to cutting any food into long thin
strips. The origins of this phrase comes from
the late 19th century, so well after the term
“French fried potato” was common.
The now common “Fish and Chips” combo
comes from Britain, around 1864. For
nearly 200 years before that, fish vendors
had been serving fried fish in Britain on
the streets. In 1864, one of them got the
bright idea to serve thick cut French fries
with the fried fish.

WHY SOME DROP OUT
continued from page 12

out of high school, as a sophomore when he was 16, ‘cause
he was rolling with the wrong
crowd,” senior Sydney Haney
said. “He would rather hang out
in the streets than be in school.
He felt that it was a waste of time,
he wanted to be a ‘gangsta.’”
Today, the senior said the
cousin, now in his 30s, is working
in a trade, likely construction.
Unfortunately, another
relative, an aunt, “dropped out
because of love,” Haney said.
Her mother’s sister dropped out
senior year; the boyfriend wasn’t
going to school, which influenced
her to quit.
Life afterward was difficult. “It
was a struggle,” the senior said.

The guy didn’t hang around.
However, the aunt finally
went back to school, in her 40s,
and graduated from college.
There are many contributing
factors as to why students drop
out: troubling finances, failing,
outside job, being unprepared,
partying, family problems, no
mentor, poor health, moving
away, inadequate housing, general burn out, and many others.
However, most students don’t realize they can take different steps
to make sure they stay on track.
“[Students] do not have the
proper academic support, and
they do not know the proper
resources to utilize when they need
help,” counselor Meghann Dyer

said. “They could go to different
resource centers for academic help:
tutoring and help writing papers.
They could go to the financial aid
office for additional funds.”
But for most, making a choice
to deny oneself an opportunity to
further succeed in what is becoming an extremely competitive
environment in our country today
isn’t even a choice at all.
“The thought of dropping
out has never crossed my mind,”
senior Julian Tripp said. “I think
students choose to drop out because they can’t handle the work
load. Also they probably don’t
see school as an asset in their life.
It just depends on the mind set of
the student.”

By Jazmine Purdis
and Kierra Rogers

My iPod Playlist

Karate Chop
by Future ft. Lil Wayne
This is a nightclub or party song. It’s very upbeat and
has a live vibe to it. In this song, Future and Lil’ Wayne
rap about living the life of a celebrity with all the
fame and money. “I be fresh don’t need no stylist / I
be geeking on them mollies.”

Fine China
by Chris Brown
This is a new style coming from Brown. He usually
goes for the smooth, slow love song type, but this
song is a little different. Although he’s still talking
about an extraordinarily beautiful girl he met, he has
a more fast-paced feel on this song. He sings about
how she’s unique and one of a kind. “You’re irreplaceable / A collectible, just like fine china / Favorite,
you’re my favorite.”

Show Out
by Juicy J ft. Big Sean and Young Jeezy
This is another club banger. This had a monstrous
beat and vibe. If you are sitting down, this song is
guaranteed to get you on your feet to start dancing.
Juicy J, Young Jeezy, and Big Sean all rap about
having it all and showing it off whenever they get
the chance. “Every time I go out you know I have to
show out / Every time I go out, you know I bring the
dough out.”

RIP
by Young Jeezy
This is a turn-up song with a monstrous and loud
tempo. Young Jeezy raps about every time he makes
an appearance outside he’s always great looking and
well dressed. This song could be played at a club,
party, or while getting dressed to give you a little
confidence. “Too many haters sitting here, I don’t feel
the love / R.I.P. we just killed the club.”

Girls Love Beyonce
by Drake
This is a very popular song right now; you can find it
playing on someone’s iPhone, iPod, the radio (if it’s
the clean version) and everywhere else. Many say
Drake really out did himself with this song. I believe
so many people like it because they can relate to
what he’s saying. It’s a slow, mellow song about
having genuine love. “Say baby I love you, if you ain’t
running games.”

Bow Down
Beyonce sings about still being the queen on throne,
even though she’s been under the radar taking care
of Blue Ivy. She released this song to let everyone
know she’s still the number one female in the music,
because she felt Rihanna was taking her shine. “I
took some time to live my life, but don’t think I’m
just his little wife / Don’t get it twisted, get it twisted
/ This my stuff, bow down...” well, you know where
this one is going.

Bad
by Wale
This is a twist and R&B and hip hop because it has a
rapper and a singer with a mellow feel. In this song
Wale and Tiara rap and sing about how they have
commitment problems, because they know they
have flaws that need to be worked on. “Cause I have
some issues, I won’t commit / But at least I can admit
that I’ll be bad to you.” Don’t play it around mom.
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Juniors: How do you think you did
on the ACT test last week?
By Jazmine Purdis
and Markee Williams
“The ACT wasn’t
as hard as I
thought it would
be. Well, this was
my first ACT. I
had taken two
or three practice
tests before, and
being a math
person, I scored
the highest on the math. But
on the real test, I had to guess
on like ten math questions, and
I almost ran out of time. I feel
like I did better on English and
reading, and that’s a surprise
because I usually finish math
faster than any other subject.”
--Brianna Daniels
“The test was
okay. I was
nervous at
first but then
after a while
I was normal.
I thought the
English was
very easy. The
reading was
okay, except
for the story
about space, the Milky Way,
and what not. The science was
confusing as normal; I think I
got at least a 27.”
--Maya James
“I personally
thought the science section was
the hardest...
I felt like not
only were the
graphs harder
to understand,
but the ‘experiments’ were harder too. Maybe
that's just me. Like there were
a lot of strange things that
the hypothetical people were
trying to find. And the long
reading passage with the seven
questions, I didn't understand
that at all. I'm so not looking
forward to seeing what I got on
that section. As for all the other
sections, I thought they were
very easy.
--Ashley Evans
“I think I did pretty well. I feel like
my highest will
be English, and
my lowest will
be math, which
is uncommon
for me. I usually fly through
math problems,
but those had me a tad bit
stuck. I think it was because the
problems were so complex that
it required a lot of calculating
and time, time in which I didn’t
have much of. But overall, I
would say I did good and probably got like a 25.”
--Sydney Ellzey

REVIEWS

“It was easy and it
wasn’t hard to me.
It was just the time
we had to finish the
sections, just didn’t
seem like enough.
If I would’ve had
more time I think
I could’ve raised
whatever score I get by at least
three or four points.”
--Allan Cail
“I think I did decent.
I was a little sick
that day, but I tried
my best to stay up
and focused. I think
I might get like a
22 or 23, but I have
plans to take it over
when I’m feeling better and see if
I have a better result.”
--Deion Fields
“I’m not a great
test taker, but I
do well in school.
I don’t know why,
but it’s something
about a standardized test that just
doesn’t sit well
with me. I think I
probably got like a 25 or 26 on
the ACT. If I do get this score, I
have no plans on retaking it.”
--Charles Bournes
“It was okay, but
time was moving so
fast. I think I didn’t
get to read like the
last two passages
because time ran
out so I had to
just take educated
guesses. I only need a 20 for
the college I’m thinking about
attending, so getting that would
be fine by me.”
--Curshaun Pruitt
“This test was
extremely easy
compared to
the one I took at
Marist. I could
actually understand and knew
the content on
this test. I think I
did well; I probably got like a 25 or 26.”
--Shelby Hubbard
“The ACT was actually pretty decent to
me. The way teachers and students
made it sound, I
thought I was about
to take the hardest
test of my life, but
it was actually the
opposite. I breezed
through reading and
English. Math and science weren’t
easy, but it wasn’t that difficult,
either. I was also surprised that I
managed to finish every section
completely, except science. I would
say I got like a 28, 29, or 30.”
--River Bonds
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You got pwned!
Video game reviews
By Jacob Webb
and Brandon Ringo
Sniper Elite
V2
This is a
fast paced
first person
shooter that
takes place
in WW2, it
is also the sequel to Sniper
Elite which came out in 2005.
You will play as an American
sniper who is infiltrating Berlin
in the last days of the war. The
game implies real gun physics
that make it a fun challenging
game to play. You rank up by
sneaking and shooting your
high ranking targets. In addition to the campaign that can
be played cooperatively there
are multiplayer modes, and if
you are playing on PC there is

a Death Match mode offered.
All-in-all this game is very good
for people who like to be challenged, and also for those who
like role playing games.
Metro: Last
Light
This game is
set in a postapocalyptic
world and
features action oriented
gameplay with a combination of
survival-horror elements. It seems
mankind has found itself living
underground on the verge of a
civil war. The gamer will play as the
main character Artyom, whose sole
job is to makes sense of what's going on with mankind and become
mankind's final hope. If you're a
gamer that loves suspense, this
game is definitely for you.

Dangers present at ‘kickbacks’
Erica Kelley
and Tyla Perkins

D

o you need any plans
for this weekend?
Most likely Saturday night,
around 7:00 p.m., there will
be a kickback. Even though
kickback parties may be the
best thing for a weekend, it can
also be the most dangerous.
Teenagers under the age
the age of 17 in Chicago have
a law curfew of 11:00 p.m., but
many parents let their children
roam longer than that. The
longer the night goes on, the
more danger increases. House
parties, or kickbacks, are the

most common event for a
Saturday in Chicago.
“When I go to kickbacks,” Hijrah Al-nurridan said, “I usually go
an hour after they start, because
that’s when everybody should be
there. I mean I don’t really stress
about if it’s going to be dangerous or not, but my mother does.
She always warns me to watch my
surroundings and make sure I stay
near the door.”
Kickbacks are parties
where everyone gathers at one
place, play music, dance, and
socialize. The party is spread
amongst the teenagers usually

Please turn to page 15 for

KICKBACKS

Resident Evil
Revelations
Resident Evil
is a great
game for
people who
like scary,
creepy thrillers. This game returns after
Resident Evil 4 and 5 in the
wake of the bioterrorist attack
that left the city of Terragrigia in
ruins. The game offers a good
mix of creepy exploration and
good stop-and-shoot action that
will be sure to keep you on the
edge of your seat. This game
tells the story of the bioterrorism
attack that has wiped out the
population and with a 10 hour
campaign its a very meaty slab
of a game.
Fuse
This is a futuristic 4 person
co-op game
that shows
what happens when
humans get
their hands on alien technology
that they shouldn’t have been
messing with in the first place.
Playing with friends will be a
blast. Action-packed till the very
end.
Donkey Kong
Country Returns
An old classic
made new.
Play as either
Donkey Kong
or Diddy Kong
as you play through amazing and
wildly fun packed levels. Defeat
crazy enemies that can be used
with secret attack moves. Have
barrels of fun while playing with
friends in the co-op mode.

FRENCH FRY FAVS
continued from page 13

mercial businesses have the best
fries.
“Popeye’s, hands-down,” senior Kyle Cherry said. “Nobody
can beat that Louisiana fast food
with that Cajun kick. I can eat
those all day.”
Others think the legendary
Kentucky Fried Chicken has the
greater fry.
“I absolutely love KFC’s
French fries,” senior Joya-Nicole
Conyers said. “Their wedges
have the perfect seasonings as
well as the fact that they are
always cooked to perfection on
the inside and out.”
Though the students feel
their favorite place is their place,

Five Guys will give your cholesterol levels a challenge with the
amount of fries they give customers in a single serving.
many of them wouldn’t mind trying some from somewhere else.
“I’ve never had Five Guys or

Top Notch, known for burgers, has really good fries, too.

Nicky’s, but, hey, I’ll try anything
once,” Cherry said.
Conyers even wants to try
somewhere out of her comfort
zone.
“I always wanted to try Top
Notch,” she said. “I heard they
had good food but I rather try
them for myself,” referring to the
local burger joint on 2116 W. 95th
Street which opened in 1942.
To a few, it doesn’t matter
where the fries come from.
“I like all fries,” senior
Charkael Eggleston said. “I’m not
picky about them.”
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C-Squad welcomes 10 new members after tough tryouts
By Richard Chandler Jr.

T

here were multiple
trials held last month
for the prospective cheerleader
candidates to survive. Those
who were eventually chosen
to be added to the team were
Lamece Carter (8th grader),
Q’Rashanay Clay (8th grader),
Jalani Johnson (freshman),
Raven Smith (freshman), Jeada
Simpson (sophomore), Sydney
Kinney (junior), Ashley Shorter
(junior), Davisha Bethea (junior),
Jade Appling (junior), and Shelby
Hubbard (junior).
DAY ONE: 65 girls showed
up. They conditioned all day and
engaged in various exercises.
DAY TWO: all but one of the girls
were asked to return; apparently
there is no room for those who
demonstrate disrespect. They

conditioned the first half of the
session and then were taught two
cheers and a dance. At the end of
the second day they made cuts.
Thirty girls were let go.
DAY THREE: All remaining
girls who were invited back, came
back. They conditioned in the
beginning. then went over the
two cheers from the day before,
and were then taught a third one.
They went over the dance and
taught motions.
DAY FOUR: All 30 girls came
back again. They conditioned in
the beginning, then were taught
how to stunt. The girls reviewed
everything they learned from the
week. They had group tryouts
(the girls came up in groups of
threes and performed everything
they learned.
DAY FIVE: The girls had
free time to review everything
they learned by themselves, and

Junior cheerleader and captain Tiana Kimble leads 65 girls who tried out for the 2013-2014
C-Squad. Ten girls were selected. (Photo by Richard Chandler Jr.)
then it was showtime. Each girl
approached the captains (Tiana
Kimble and Kristalyn Cooksey),
and individually performed

First
Round

Can the Bulls win?
By Fransis Wilson

F

inally, the second season
is here. The NBA playoffs
began earlier last month, with the
hometown favorite, the Chicago
Bulls, seeking to rebound after last
year’s first round failure against
the 76ers. As of Tuesday, the Bulls
were up on the Brooklyn Nets,
3-2, and hope to close out the
series Thursday night.
Even if they win, the Bulls
may not be as good as they were
last year, and they record suggests
that. Chicago went 50-16 in 2012,
but are 45-37 this year. But the
playoffs should be different, and
they might bring out their talents.
“The Bulls are not as good as
they were last year,” senior Jasmine
Bennett said. “The records can
show that, but I believe the playoffs
will bring out their true talents.”
Some people thought the
Bulls would lose in the first round,
just like last year. But even if they
take the series, taking home the
championship will be very difficult.
“Honestly I don’t think they are
strong enough to make it to the finals,” freshman Erica White said. “[But]
I’m rooting for them all the way.”
Most Bulls fans believe that

their biggest challenge is themselves. They have to play hard and
show everyone what they are capable of. The toughest opponent
that they could face is the obvious
one: the Heat. And if they make
it past the Nets, they’ll have to
play them without injured AllStar Derrick Rose.
“The Heat is the Bulls biggest
challenge, point-blank, period,” senior Brandon Ringo. “No other team
has a chance of beating them.”
Then, of course, you have
those people who are all about
Oklahoma, Miami or the Knicks.
Those Bulls-haters are hoping they
get put out right away.
“The Bulls are weak sauce,”
sophomore Christopher Forbes
said. “They are not getting past the
Nets; I don’t care what nobody say.”
Diehard Bulls fans wish Rose
were back. Some think if he returned, the Bulls would be doing
way better and might be the Number 1 seed right now like last year.
But some huge fans think
they can bring the championship
home without him.
“It would have been nice if
Derrick Rose was there, but I believe in my team that they can win
the championship without him,”
senior Stephon Bobo said.

Conference Conference
Semi-Finals Finals

NBA
Finals

2013 NBA
Champions
(7 games)

continued from page 14
or worse will be included with the
partying teenagers, which creates
even more problems.
“When I go to a party, I honestly don’t worry about danger,”
student Airreon Grant said. “The
only thing I’d probably worry
about is if a fight broke out, and
they’re using weapons, and then I
accidently get hit.”
Most parties and kickbacks
can either be very fun and worth
going to, where a majority of them
are dangerous and regretful. Depending on where the party is and
who is all going is when you will
know when your safe or not.
Sophomore Mehak Jordan
thinks she is safe if she knows the
neighborhood.
“The kids are the problem, be-

watched. Decisions were made
at the end with comparison of
scores.

It looks like
a possible
repeat of
the NBA
Finals with
the Bulls
washing
out in the
first round,
followed with a title
bout between Miami and
Oklahoma--again.
The Big Three (LeBron
James, Dwyane Wade
and Chris Bosh) know
what it takes to win a
championship.
However, the Thunder
is back in it, too, looking to
erase the memory of last
year’s 4-1 series collapse.
The firepower of their team,
plus wanting to get back
and show the world they
can beat the Heat should
stretch the series to seven-but it won’t be enough to
overcome: Miami in seven.

KICKBACKS
through texts and the very
popular social network, Instagram. Some of the parties are
successful, but most get shut
down by a fight or the police.
“I usually find out about a
kickback through Instagram,”
Taliyah Spells said. “If it looks like
it may be a decent amount of
people going, I call my friends
to let them know that we should
go, too. Sometimes I second
guess going if the neighborhood
is violent, but I still end up going
because it’ll be very hard for me
to turn down a party.”
These new-style parties
are usually not supervised by
a parent, meaning kids can totally get out of control without
any supervision. Often, alcohol

each and everything they were
taught. They were graded on
the spot. All the other auditioners sat in the back quietly and

cause people start to drink and
smoke and act crazy,” Jordan
said. “I feel safe depending on
where it is and who is throwing
the party. The craziness leads to
fights and depending on how
crazy anything can happen.”
A lot of kickbacks are held
without adult supervision. A
house filled with a handful of
teenagers, who are probably
under the influence, things
might go a little overboard. No
parents, no adults whatsoever,
it’s like a free zone to them.
“Not a lot of supervision,”
senior Nina Hunter said. “A lot
of people get hurt and intoxicated and are driving. There are
usually way too many people in
a very small space.”
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Water polo teams get W’s
despite small squads
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Baseball not about to
strike out in playoffs

Junior Grace Wenner prepares to move the ball forward
against Kennedy High School. (Photo by Richard Chandler Jr.)
By Jeremiah Sanders

T

he varsity boys and
girls water polo teams
are surpassing all outside
expectations and making their
names known in the Public
League circuit.
With the second half of
the season in full swing and the
playoffs close approaching, both
of the Mustangs water polo
units are more focused than
ever. They are fighting for every
inch in a talent-loaded conference consisting of powerhouses
Curie, Lindblom, and Juarez.
The boys currently boast
an impressive 13-3 record
and started the season on a
seven-game winning streak.
The girls, however, are in the
middle of the conference with
a solid record of 5-6. With a
new coaching staff consisting
of boys coach Gerald Winston
and girls coach (and MP alum)
Richard Leigh, the Mustangs
are starting the new era off on
a great start.
“We have much better
coaching, we’re more prepared, and we’ve been working on plays,” Winston said.
“We have better structured
practices which goes back to
our coaching staff.”
The boys benefit from
a strong offense based on
speed. They also have good
leadership and discipline set
by team captains Jalen Bell
and Jackie Dempsey. Leader-

ship is definitely key with a
team populated mostly of
underclassmen.
“Our team should be just
as good next year and if not
better,” Winston said. “We’re
losing key players [in June], but
most of our other players are
freshman and they have years
for improvement.”
The girls, unlike the boys,
win their games through their
solid defense. They also benefit
on their ability to strike fast with
their decent array of shooters.
“Our team strengths are
our solid defense and our ability to counter-attack with the
ball,” Leigh said.
However, both teams suffer from a small lineup, and as
a result, a lack a depth. A lack
of depth can result in increased
fatigue and later mismatches in
an exhausting game. However,
a small lineup does have its
benefits; players gain more
experience and team chemistry
with the increase in playing
time than larger teams.
“Our players come in and
practice hard,” Leigh said,
“and our players get a lot more
experience than the bigger
teams do.”
With May arriving today,
the playoffs are on the minds
of both teams. The boys are
looking to make big moves,
not only winning their conference, but making some noise
in the city playoffs and perhaps
state. A win in state would be
the first ever for the teams.

Junior pitcher Christian Lipscomb in perfect form as he delivers
a pitch during the Mustangs’ victory against Harlen, 12-2.
(Photo by Richard Chandler Jr.)
By Tremel Wilson-Hughes

T

he Mustangs varsity
baseball team has
earned a record of 12-5 so far,
plus an impressive 5-0 in the
Jackie Robinson South, which
many consider the top conference
in the Public League.
With last year’s disappointing
losses to Clemente in the third
round of the city playoffs and Bremen in the first round of the state
playoffs after starting their season
9-0, the team feels they have
something to prove.
But the desperation began
to set in for the team when they
started off this year with a lowly
1-4 record, only beating Urban
Prep 13-0 to get their fist win.
“It’s tough to go through a
phase like this,” said senior starting pitcher Charkael Eggleston.
“But we just have to overcome
the adversity and work as a team
to overcome the rest of the season. We’ve got a long way to go
and we should have it together
by the beginning of conference.”
And that they did. The Mustangs played back to back games
against Kenwood winning both
games behind Marcellus Sneed and
Christian Lipscomb’s ecstatic pitching performances. The team played
flawless defense and were swinging

the bats effectively with purpose.
They’ve also put together 10
straight victories, giving the head
coach optimism.
“We will make history this
year,” veteran coach Ernest Radcliffe said. “Our goal is to win city,
be first or second in state.”
All phases of the game are
coming together, he added.
“Pitching is very good,” Radcliffe said. “I’d put it up against
anybody in state. We’re hitting
.400 as a team; very hot right
now. Defense has been flawless.”
Many teammates knew that
is was just a matter of time until

Are

you
graduating?

they clicked and began to play
like the elite team they knew they
were. The baseball team has big
expectations to live up to after
last year’s season and feel like
they can overcome the obstacles
they will face.
“Not only last years disappointment means a lot to us, but
MP as a whole has been through a
lot this year,” Sneed said. “I want
me and my guys to put MP on the
map the only way we know how.”
Even with a winning record the
Mustangs, are still not happy with
their recent success. When asked
if the team was comfortable with
their position in the season, senior
and Claflin University signee Johnny
Stevenson quickly replied “no.”
“We still got a lot of things
to do a lot of progress to make
mentally and physically,” he said.
The team has big playoff
hopes this year and seems to
be determined to succeed and
bring the first baseball banner to
Morgan Park. They are prepared
to be a deep threat in the city
playoffs (which being May 13) and
are ready for the challenges that
await them up the road.
Sneed’s confidence level
in the team is very high as he
believes that his team has the potential to go all the way and finish
strong this season.
“We’re definitely going to be
a big factor in the playoffs, but we’ll
see how things plan out,” he said.

Graduating seniors are
offered to place their
last will and testament
in the june 2013 issue
of empehi news

Ad forms are currently available in Room 326A. A PDF-version can also be downloaded from
www.morganparkcps.org in the News and Bulletins section. Ads must be returned to Mr. K.
Majeske no later than Friday, May 10. Only one ad per student, please.

in the clubhouse
By Richard Chandler Jr.
and Sydney Haney

Junior pitcher Maya James
winds up against Lindblom;
unfortunately, the Lady
Mustangs dropped the game,
8-5. (Photo by Khalil Brakes)

SOFTBALL, FROSH-SOPH
The girls have defeated Hubbard, Hyde Park (twice), Lindblom
(twice), but lost a double header to
Eisenhower from Blue Island to build
a 5-2 record. They’ve won all conference games by at least 15 runs.
Post season begins Wednesday, May 15.
The frosh-soph team is relatively young, with just few returning
sophomore leaders. Pitcher Tierra
Wilkins, and captains Nia Johnson
(catcher), and Larie Strong (second
base), have led with stellar hitting
and defense. Wilkins has struck out
at least seven batters in each game.
Johnson and Strong encourage and
teach the new players while also encouraging excellence through their

dedication and love of the game.
“I'm excited for our postseason possibilities because of
our immense talent and the way
the girls work together in sync
as a team,” teacher and coach
Morgan Mudron said. “They are
great girls to coach.”
SOFTBALL, VARSITY
The girls varsity team has had
a difficult opponent all spring:
the weather. Wet, cold conditions
have forced 11 straight games
to be rained out. But from what
they have been able to get in, the
Lady Mustangs have earned a 4-3
overall record, 4-1 in conference.
Their early victories have been
punishing: 25-8 over Hyde Park,
followed by 29-3 against Kenwood.
Head coach James Aducci
is confident that the team will do

well the remainder of the season.”
“We will get better as the season progresses,” he said. “We have
three great captains [Alexandra Gill,
Tiesha Griffin, and Imani Strong].”
VOLLEYBALL, BOYS VARSITY
The boys volleyball team, resurrected this year by teacher and golf
coach Kourosh Khani, have a 5-2
record. There are two more games
remaining in the regular season.
“We have good kids who
practice hard, playing against better teams,” the coach said.
As this is the team’s return is
the first in over five years, Khani is
seeking to build it up further.
“We are looking forward
and interested to have basketball
players play volleyball due to
crossover skills which could help
each other,” he said.

Sophomore Kenneth Trotter
spikes against Fenger
while junior Bryron Davidson
lends support in their win on
Tuesday, April 9. (Photo by
Marcel Leverette)

