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FIRST PLAY, GAME OVER. On the opening kickoff, running back Charles Bournes (center) returns nearly the length of the field for a touchdown, in what turned out to

be all the points the Mustangs needed in their homecoming shut-out of the Orr Spartans. The Mustangs trounced their opponent 56-0 during the Saturday afternoon
match-up. For more, see HOMECOMING 2013 on pages 8-9. (Photo by Richard Chandler)

Mustangs ‘Take Back the Night’
at annual homecoming dance
By Danielle Washington
and Timia Strickland

S

tudent Council
hosted another great
homecoming dance that followed
a huge homecoming victory, both
on the same day, early last month.
Mustangs appeared to
embrace the week-long celebration, featuring a theme based on
musical artist Justin Timberlake’s
popular “Take Back the Night”
song, perhaps focusing on the
lyric, “But we can do something
better.”
“[This past] homecoming was
awesome,” senior Deanna Kinds
said, “too bad I can’t do it over
again.”
For many first-timers who

INSID E

Mustangs spill out across the entire space of the Sabre
Room, dancing to retro ‘90s popular songs near the end of
homecoming evening early last month.
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Seniors elect executive board,
delegates to lead class
By Quincy Beaird

S

enior board is a committee made up entirely of seniors
who plan the upperclassmen events that are held
throughout the year, and with its recent election, a group has
been chosen to lead the senior activities and work to make this
year a productive and fun one for them.
The executive board members include President Tiana
Kimble, Vice President Richard Chandler Jr., Treasurer Evangularnette Richards, Parliamentarian Aliyah Simmons, Sergeant-AtArms Shauntice Allen, and Secretary Taja Furguson.
The Senior Class elects their officials who they believe are fit
to make the most beneficial decisions for the class. These exec
board members, plus the many delegates, are responsible for
planning senior activities, such as the formal prom, luncheon, and
a possible class trip.
Each member’s responsibilities differ from each position;
however, they have a common goal which is to create an enjoyable and relaxed senior year. The election was held online using
Google Docs, as students were emailed and given the opportunity to vote for the best-suited candidate.
Each candidate delivered a public speech to the class in Blackwelder Hall, during their monthly meeting with administration, in an
effort to prove their worthiness one last time before the ballots closed.
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By Ashley Evans

chool spirit is the act of
showing emotional and
physical support towards yours
school. It’s a tradition that will-hopefully--be around for many
more years to come.
This year, Homecoming
Spirit Week was held October
7th – 12th. Spirit Week consisted
of Wacky Tacky Day, Cartoon
Character/Superhero Day, Twin
Day, Class Color Day, and Closed
with School Spirit (green and
white) Day.
Quite a few people participated in Spirit Week, but not as

EMPEHI News encourages readers to
express their opinions or respond to stories, editorials or columns by writing letters to the editor. All letters must have a
name and division number. We reserve
the right to edit all letters for mechanics, length, and content. Please submit
responses with name and division to Mr.
Majeske or any member of the newspaper, or to KEMajeske@cps.edu.

many as expected. You would
like to see the entire student
body participate in the week-long
of festivities, but that often isn’t
the case. Usually it’s the upperclassmen, primarily, who really
come out in force to show school
spirit.
“My school spirit comes from
being here for six years,” senior
and “Mr. School Spirit Richard
Chandler said. “Actually, it didn’t
really get like this until junior year
when I became more involved
with the school and now I’m on
about 14 different extracurricular
activities [including the school
newspaper]. I spend most of my
time here and with others here at
the school.”
For him, wearing the greenand-white is something to be
proud of. I know you had to see
him, wearing that crazy superhero
outfit featuring school colors--and
a cape with a big “MP.”
I don’t think the spirit and
enthusiasm was really there this
year for Homecoming 2013. The
spirit days had a few participants,
but were, sadly, mostly seniors.
“Lately, I’ve seen school spirit
[among the seniors],” Chandler
admitted. “I know that my fellow
Academic Center classmates,
we’ve all been here for so long
that everyone pretty much has
grown on the school. So once
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Senior Richard Chandler, who
some refer to as Mr. School
Spirit, shows Mustang love
during the homecoming pep
rally last month in the boys
south gymnasium. But school
spirit isn’t what it once was,
as illustrated by the student
in 2008 who wore a spiky
mohawk dyed MP green.
(Photo by Brittney McMillion)
spirit week came up, we all basically participated every day, and
through the years, I always have
seen a big presence of school
spirit.”
Wacky Tacky Day started the
week off, and was a fun beginning to the week. As I walked
through the hallways, I saw a few
outrageous looks.
On Tuesday, Superhero Day,
there were a few underclassmen
in costumes, and they were trying
to save the day.
Wednesday was the usual
Twin Day we have every year.
When I asked someone, “Are you
twins with anyone?” They replied,
“I don’t do that.” Was it the
theme or they just don’t want to
get involved?
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be bleeding green-and-white. It
also was the day of the pep rally
where fans cheer the football
team before the big homecoming game. This special event was
at the end of the school day on
Friday. Oddly, there wasn’t much
excitement for the game or dance
as I thought there should be. The
rally, itself, seemed almost quiet
at times.
The homecoming game,
which fell on Saturday, was unfortunately the same day as the
dance. Regardless, the stands at
Gately Stadium traditionally are
packed from end-to-end with
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In my opinion
By Maryah Person

2013-2014 EMPEHI News Staff

On Class Color Day, it was
mostly the upperclassmen showing who they are, while freshmen
and sophomores hid in the shadows, or worse, wore the colors of
upperclassmen. I saw junior blue
through the halls and plenty of
senior in red.
Many older students show
up in the right colors because of
pride.
“When I was in AC, we really
didn’t participate, but [there] was
this one guy who had this giant
green mohawk and he was walking down the hallway and it was
touching the ceiling,” Chandler
said.
The conclusion of the week
is School Spirit Day, the main day
that students should basically

S

aving a damsel in
distress. Defending a
woman’s honor. Slaying a dragon.
It was all in the name of chivalry.
This act of loyalty and honor,
commonly referred to as chivalry, was what the knights of the
Middle Ages were expected to
follow on a regular basis. It can
also be described as an honorable and polite way of behaving
especially toward women. Opening the door, pulling out a chair,
buying flowers, and paying for
meals are what should be normal
acts of modern day chivalry.
However, this simple act of
courtesy and respect is pretty
much dead in the 21st century.
But who’s to blame?
“I feel it’s more the girl’s fault
because we don’t show respect,
ourselves, so boys don’t respect
us either,” senior Hijirah Al-Nurridin admitted. “I personally don’t
have to deal with this because the
boys I talk to have their chivalrous
ways.”

Please turn to page 12 for

LACK OF RESPECT
CAUSED BY BOTH
SEXES

by Kristen
						 Miles
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Two more teachers hired thanks to improved funding
By Richard Chandler

A

dministrators hired
two new teachers
earlier this month to fill two
vacant positions after the school
received additional funding from
the Central Office.
Marcus Sims, who teaches
Beginning Piano, and Sandra
Payne, who teaches Anatomy and
Physics classes, were both hired in
early October, after Morgan Park
received approximately $560,000
in additional funding.
After the 20th day of school,
all Chicago public schools finalize
their student populations; if they are
higher than what was projected at
the beginning of the year--as it was
for Morgan Park (1275 to 1431)--the
school board releases additional
money to cover those students.
Many of the other classes
that did not have a regularlyassigned teacher, now have one
who was already on staff, but took
on the additional load as an overtime class. It is more cost-effective
to pay a regular teacher overtime

Marcus D. Sims, shown here teaching his Beginning Piano
class in Room 152, was hired last month to fill the position for
the newly created course. (Photo by Richard Chandler)

Anatomy and physics teacher Sandra Payne, who describes
herself as “passionate” about science, speaks to her class.
(Photo by Richard Chandler)

than it is to hire additional staff
members.

himself as “always playing the
piano” and is a “serious teacher
who holds high expectations.”
Students, he said, would describe
him as “cool.”
Although he initially wanted
to be a firefighter, Sims, who
graduated from Columbia
College in Chicago, is deeply

New class, new teacher
Sims, who is in his fourth year
of teaching, previously worked
at two CPS schools: Miles Davis
Magnet Academy and Dewey
Elementary Academy Fine Arts.

Although he is a graduate of
Dunbar Vocational High School,
Sims is now a Mustang who
teaches a newly-offered elective.
He said MP is a “great place,”
and ranks it an 8 on a 10-point
scale, mostly because the school
lacks sufficient technology.
The young teacher describes

involved in music. He said that he
even worked on a CD with Chicago R&B artist Jennifer Hudson
in 2000.
Outside of school, Sims

Please turn to page 4 for

NEW SCIENCE
TEACHER

Music Department resurrects Thanksgiving concert
By Marcellus Freeman,
Ason Blankson,
and Jabarie Ben-Yisrael

T

he Music Department
will hold its annual
Thanksgiving concert in
November to show off the jazz
band and the choruses, and to
also collect canned goods for a
local food pantry.
The concert band, jazz band,
and boys and girls choruses have
routinely performed before the
November holiday, though it was
cancelled last year due to the
renovation of Blackwelder Hall.
The auditorium rehab project was
completed last spring, and the
large space is now used only for
formal school events such as this.
The holiday concert is
meant to raise money and collect
canned food items for the Maple/
Morgan Park Community Food
Pantry, located in the Morgan
Park United Methodist Church.
In November 2012, more
than 850 non-perishable items
were donated by those who attended, along with another $600
collected in ticket sales.
Not only is this a fund-raiser
for the needy and less fortunate,
but it’s also a showcase for the
jazz band and vocal ensembles.
However, the admission can only
be paid by bringing in a minimum
of five non-perishable food items.
“I would like people to come
to the concert to enjoy the choir
and the band and also help the
poor,” said Debra Wheat, a parent and band booster.
The musical show is also the
time for jazz students to show
what they’ve learned so far and
jam through the evening. Some of
the songs that will be played are
“Perdido” by Juan Tizol (arranged
by Victor Lopez), “Bye Bye Black
Bird” by Ray Henderson, and
“Girl Talk” by Neal Hefti.
“I’ve been playing my sax for
three months,” said Shelana Martin Clarinetist, a saxophonist and

senior. “I would like to showcase
my talents as well as my peers’
talents.”
The boys chorus, girls chorus
and mixed chorus will be performing some of their songs, and
chorus director Gabrielyn WatsonFoster is excited and glad to be
having the concert again.
“The Thanksgiving concert is
our outreach to the community,”
she said. “We bring in a lot of
food for the Morgan Park food
pantry, and we’re having it earlier

this year, so they have time to
distribute it. And it’s a good one
for the chorus and for the community, because people can come
and hear the choir for [practically
for] free; it’s just the five non-perishable non-expired food.”
The band’s jazz players are
prepping to play, as well as the
members of the choruses. Those
expected to perform are working
hard to impress their families and
change their mode of music.
“The main thing I really have

to practice is my jazz music,” said
senior Alexis Moore, a member of
the band. “My mom is going to
be at the concert, so there’s a lot
of pressure on me knowing that
I’m going to have a solo, and I
want to impress her.”
Band members are exhilarated and ready for the concert,
but for a lot of them, this is going
to be their last year performing in
the concert.
“I feel excited about it,” said
senior Cecelia Ray, a member

of the band, “and I feel like I’m
going to do a great job. Since it’s
my last year, I’m [going to] miss
band.”
The ensemble includes bass
drums, snare drums, cymbals,
saxophones, clarinets, and a lot
of other varieties of instruments
to recreate some of today’s most
popular songs as entertainment.

Please turn to page 4 for

THANKSGIVING
CONCERT

Band takes home multiple awards at tough competition

T

he various school
bands have already
had a busy school year,
performing at multiple events
and placing at the top at one
recent competition.
The marching band
placed second at the Rich
Central Olympians Marching
Band Competition 2013, while
Yardayn Watkins won Best
Drum Major and the Emeralds
(formerly the Majestics and flag
team) won for Best Auxiliary.
Some in the band felt
that the win came fairly easily,
despite the fact that the band
placed fifth at the same contest last year.
“Because this was my
fourth year doing this, it was
really, really routine,” said
Watkins, who has been drum
major the past two years. “I
wasn’t really stressing.”
Being recognized at his
position was special, though.
“It felt really good to
win first place [for Best Drum
Major],” the senior said.
But it was more than just
a personal victory, he added.
“Morgan Park has never
won the award, and it felt
good to make my band

Drum major Yardayn Watkins leads the marching
band during the homecoming game halftime show
last month. Inset: The Emeralds perform a routine
during the annual show. Watkins and the Emeralds
both won first place at the Rich Central competition,
and the marching band took second. (Photos by
Richard Chandler and Brittney McMillion)
proud,” the drum major said.
“Also [other schools, spectators
doubt] Morgan Park, and everyone was stunned when we won.”
The band opened their
season by participating in the
Chicago Jazz Festival (Sept.), the

Chicago Football Classic (Sept.),
plus the Homecoming pep rally
and halftime show (Oct.).
Also, last week, the group
performed at the Band Royal
Rumble at Percy Julian High
School on Saturday, October 6,

and according to band director
Shemeka Nash, “played well.”
After the Thanksgiving
concert on Thursday, November 14, the Music Department
will hold a Winter Concert on
Thursday, December 12.
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New laptops purchase doubles
number of portable computers
By Quincy Beaird
and Manuel Robinson

Pink days used to raise
breast cancer awareness
By Ashley Evans

W

T

hanks to special funding
received from Chicago
Public Schools (CPS), Morgan
Park was able to purchase
many new laptop computers
and six transport carts for use
by teachers, students, and
administrators, in an effort to
improve the school’s technology
and replace dated equipment.
The CPS Office of Academic
Enhancement provided $174,500
for the purchase of 180 Dell Latitude
model E5430 laptops and six trolleys,
or COWS (computers on wheels).
Principal Dr. Caroline Epps
made it possible for the school to
secure this much-needed technology through Kyle Westbrook,
executive director of Magnet,
Gifted, and International Baccalaureate Programs at Chicago
Public Schools. Technology coordinator Willie Taylor has supervised the orders, software set-up,
and distribution. The COWS were
given to each of the academic
departments, and each department chair will be in charge them.
In order for teachers to use
them for a class, they have to go
to the department chair and sign
the COW out.
This is a vast upgrade, as
not only are these units new and
fully-functional, but they have
increased hard drive space and
faster processors. Plus, there are
six COWS that will replace the existing three, doubling availability.

SPORTS

Six new “COWS” that house 180 new Dell laptop computers
were recently purchased by the school to provide a muchneeded technological infusion. These new units replace and add
to the three older cows. (Photo by Regine Hoover)
Some students have already
expressed happiness as they look
forward to using the new tech.
“I can’t wait to use the new
laptops,” senior Joshua Brock
said. “The old ones were slow
and heavy. I hated doing work
on those old pieces of [junk], and
now we have all new ones.”
Students have become accustomed to the slow, old bricks we
know as our public laptops; however, not all of them are useless.
Testing coordinator Gerald Moore
will be in charge of the old COWS
to use for data and administering
standardized testing, and assigning some to certain teachers who
are in need of a working computer.
Aside from the laptops, some
students feel the school is overdue for some brand new technology to further assist the students.
“I’m a senior, so it doesn’t really
matter, but new equipment for the

students would be nice, especially if
we could get it before I graduate,”
senior and starting quarterback
Timothy Smith said. ”I think we
should get [Apple] iPads because
my brother has one, and you can do
a lot of beneficial things on it.”
Teachers here are also very
excited about the new equipment,
as even more appears to be on the
menu. Journalism teacher Keith
Majeske is to get 25-30 Apple
iMac desktop computers for use in
producing the monthly newspaper
and annual yearbook. Technology
teacher John Genell will soon have
30 new leased desktops for use in
his computer class.
Later this year, the wireless
Internet access system is expected to be upgraded, and Dr. Epps
hopes to gather funding to purchase a number of Smart boards
(interactive whiteboards) to aid in
instruction, Taylor added.

hat is breast
cancer? Breast
cancer is a disease in which
malignant (cancer) cells form
in the tissues of the breast.
The damaged cells can invade
surrounding tissue, but with
early detection and treatment,
most people continue a
normal life.
SIS (Sassy Intellectual
Sisters) and Student Council
held their annual Breast Cancer
Awareness Pink Party on October 30, while Dorothy Connie
Day was held on the following
day, Halloween.
This event was first initi-

ated by former English teacher
and Student Council sponsor Kiyona Bradley in the fall
of 2006 to honor Academic
Center counselor and breast
cancer survivor Dorothy Connie and her battle with breast
cancer. She was diagnosed
in June of 2006, with treatment starting that August. She
returned to work a few months
later, and her cancer has been
in remission since.
SIS and sponsor Kandice
Morgan expanded upon this
service project about four
years ago.

Please turn to page 5 for

BREAST CANCER
AWARENESS

PINK PARTY! SIS member Ebony Crusoe assists with
voting during the “Real Men Wear Pink” portion of the Pink
Day Party held last week in the library. Those courageous
enough to wear the bright color included (from left)
Brandon Raya, Ollie Banks, Joshua Brock, and Richard
Chandler.

SENIOR BOARD
continued from page 1

Newly-elected senior executive board members Richard
Chandler, vice president; Tiara Kimble, president; Evangularnette
Richards, treasurer; and Taja Ferguson, secretary.
After the balloting was
closed, the results were tallied,
and the winners were announced
on a poster board hanging in the
second floor hallway.
Some students were unaware
of what the board actually does,
and some even thought the positions were just titles and yielded
no actual purpose.
“I never knew what the Senior
Board was until I was a senior,”
upperclassman Richard Badon admitted. “I have friends that ran for
positions on the Senior Board, and
although I voted, I didn’t know
what their jobs were. They had to
explain it to me, but I didn’t really
care; I just want a fun senior year.”
This board makes certain
decisions about most of the se-

nior activities, such as the annual
luncheon, but is perhaps most
notable for planning the many details of prom. Though the location
for the dance and dinner, which
is the Adler Planetarium (1300 S.
Lakeshore Drive), was set in stone
with a signed contract last school
year, the members still have plans
to further improve it.
“I know prom is a big thing,”
VP Chandler Jr. said. “We wanna
make sure it’s a really good prom.
We don’t want to run into the
same issues as last year, when half
the Senior Class was ineligible to
go to prom, and they were trying
to make it up at the last minute.”
Those who failed to follow
the attendance policy were not
allowed to attend the dance held
late last May.

The board, above all, plans
to make it a very fun and easygoing year. Though they only
recently held their first meeting, they have already set the
groundwork for how they want
to approach the remainder of
the year. Event planning includes
the Senior Awards Night, Senior
Week events and themes, the
prom theme and decorations,
the luncheon, the graduation ceremony (held at House of Hope).
Some planning has already
begun. A Google Docs poll was sent
to all seniors’ Chicago Public Schools
(CPS) email addresses concerning the luncheon. The
survey asked whether or
not students wanted their
parents to be able to attend luncheon and where
it should be held. Though
many students oppose the
idea of being accompanied
by their folks, some believe
that these family members
deserve to be there.
“It’s our last time in high
school,” senior Charles Bournes
said. “Just give [parents] something to remember. We only
graduate high school one time,
so I guess that’s why.”
The luncheon has been
traditionally held on the Spirit of
Chicago at Navy Pier; however,
these seniors are seeking to break
tradition and find a new venue.
Although this board’s decisions only affect the upperclassmen, some juniors try to get

involved with the Senior Board
officials because they have hopes
of filling these decision-making
roles when they are seniors.
“I had a sister who was a
delegate on Senior Board, and she
would tell me how the discussions
in her meeting went and what they
talked about,” junior Braylyn Brown
said. “I hope to be on Senior Board
one day, and I really want the job
to be done right. If the seniors this
year set a good enough foundation, it will make for easier senior
year for us.”

Although many gave speeches on their way to being elected,
featuring promises of fun and excitement, those who voted want
them to stick to their words and
do more than just throw together
a good formal dance.
“I want them to actually do
something that makes our Senior
Class memorable,” senior Maya
Imala said. “Not just like ‘Oh
Senior Board made prom great!’
because everyone might not be
going to prom.”

senior
calendar

Many senior events are already scheduled,
while some details have yet to be finalized.

Event			

Senior dance		
Talent show		
Senior finals		
Senior prom		
Senior week		
Jr. vs. Sr. basketball
Senior Class photo
Graduation rehearsal
Senior luncheon
Graduation		

Tentative date

TBA
April 10, 7 p.m.
May 19-22
May 23, 7 p.m.
May 27-30
May 29, 3:30 p.m.
May 30, 5th period
June 2 and 3, 9 a.m.
June 4, TBA
June 7, 10 a.m.
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BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
continued from page 4

“It’s an opportunity to inform
people about breast cancer and
allow students to earn service
learning hours as well,” Morgan
said. “It also allow us to make
more ribbons to pass out in an
effort to reach everyone.”
In the past, SIS and Student
Council have invited guest speakers to talk to students about the
seriousness of cancer. They had a
workshop the day before Dorothy Connie Day to tie bright pink
ribbons to pin on supporters. The
service project is very informative
and allows students and peers to
share stories of others they know
with the cancer.
“We play games related to
pink things, share information
related to breast cancer, make
ribbons to pass out, give out pink
stickers and in the past we made

pink bracelets,” Morgan said. “We
also encourage people to wear
pink for Dorothy Connie Day.”
The Pink Party had many
people in attendance, including
males and females. People were
really involved and were given a
lot of new insight.
“The Pink Party had a great
turn out, many students came to
participate,” said Anaja Smith, a
senior and SIS executive board
member. “While there, we were
able to learn about breast cancer,
we played games and even had
pink snacks. Everybody was able
to leave with a goody bag, too. It
was filled with buttons, stickers,
pencils, and wristbands to give
out the next day.”
Many left the event with a
positive attitude and learned a lot
of facts. They were able to have a

great time while being informed.
“I learned about what breast
cancer can look like and the
symptoms such as the different type of lumps,” Smith said.
“Many women are removing their
breasts like Giuliana Rancic [coanchor personality on E! News],
to prevent getting it if they have
the trait. Also, to get a mammogram when you’re 30 and up.”
Dorothy Connie Day is always
celebrated on Halloween as part
of the effort to steer students
from breaking the school’s nocostume policy.

Facts about breast cancer
in the U.S.:
One in eight women will
be diagnosed with breast
cancer in their lifetime.

Breast cancer is the most
commonly diagnosed cancer
in women.
Each year it is estimated that
over 220,000 women in the
United States will be diagnosed with breast cancer and
more than 40,000 will die.

Although breast cancer in
men is rare, an estimated
2,150 men will be diagnosed
with breast cancer and approximately 410 will die each
year.
(Source: National Breast Cancer.
org)

Wearing ‘Boobies’ slogan
in schools may be decided
by Supreme Court

Athletic grade sheets here to stay,
despite student complaints
By Jada Long

D

espite student
athlete complaints,
school administrators have
begun using grade sheets
again, in earnest this year, with
the outcome being improved
academics, according to the
fall ath-letic director.
On a weekly basis, sports
team members receive blank
copies of grading verification
sheets from their coaches,
which they must, in turn, have

all of their teachers indicate
their current grade, behavior,
and attendance. If a student is
failing a class or neglects to turn
the paper-work in on time, that
student is to be removed from
eligibility for that week.
Even though many athletic
team members have complained
about the weekly paperwork,
Adrian Burrage, the school’s fall
athletic director has said that
grades have vastly improved
among students involved with

sports with the strictly adhered
policy in place.
Students on the teams
believe that this is just another
rule that MP had come up
with, but it’s actually a requirement by Chicago Public
Schools (CPS). It’s in the CPS
bi-laws that every sports team’s

Please turn to page 6 for
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NEW SCIENCE TEACHER
continued from page 3

said he is very active in a baptist
church and loves hanging out
with friends and family.

New science teacher
Veteran instructor Sandra
Payne has worked for CPS for 17
years: two years at South Shore
High School and 15 at Marshall
Metro High School.
A graduate of CPS’ Harrison
Technical High School (closed in
1983), she went on to the University of Illinois for pre-med and

earned her education degree at
Cambridge College.
“I’m very passionate about
science,” she said.
Being involved in education
is something innate for Payne.
“I’ve always wanted to be a
teacher,” she said. “I feel like I’m
one of those natural born teachers.”
She has typically been active
with extra-curricular sponsorships,
including supervising Academic
Decathlon, science fairs, plus
gardening and poetry groups.

Payne, who loves to eat
seafood--especially fish and
shrimp--said she’s always trying to
be the best she can be, in school
and in her life.
The new staff member, who
has one daughter, said that she’s
learned that “life is always evolving” and that it’s “the small things
that matter.”
In this effort, she tries to
model what all students should
aspire to: “I’m trying to be the
best I can be.”

THANKSGIVING CONCERT
continued from page 3

The band will be dressed in their
uniforms.
Attendees of the previous
concerts liked being there and
said they enjoyed hanging out
with their friends. Some even said
they enjoyed watching the band
perform.
“I think it’s cool how they
do that dancing thing when they
play,” said freshman Tracy Blankson, who watches the drum line
practice every day after school.
“The drummers do a lot of tricks
with their sticks that makes it
better to watch. Even the [bass
drummers] do cool dances.”
The concert is expected to be
filled with the music, joy, and merriment of everyone that attends.

“[The concert will be] cool
because the band is going to rock
it,” said junior Deonté Taylor, a
band member.
As many people know during
the time of Thanksgiving, Americans are supposed to be thankful
for the things they have received.
We should not focus on what we
want but what we have, and to
many families across the United
States, they have less than what
many of us want.
In fact many in the U.S. are
suffering due to the poor economic climate.
“In 2010, 15 percent of all
[Americans] lived in poverty,” the
National Poverty Center’s (NPC)
website states. “The poverty rate

in 2010 was the highest poverty
rate since 1993.”
Many people donate food,
clothes, money, and sometimes
shelter, but many times those
items are distributed far from
the neighborhood in which the
source is located. However, the
food donated at this concert will
be given to those in the Morgan
Park neighborhood and nearby
neighborhoods, as well.
Millions of people struggle
with hunger every day in the U.S.
According to FeedingAmerica.
com, 46 million people living in the
U.S. lived in poverty in 2012 but 49
million of Americans lived in foodinsecure homes; 33.1 million adults
and 15.9 million children.

“I Love Boobies” rubber bracelets have come under fire
in some school districts around the country, with students
even being suspended for wearing the slogan, despite it’s
true message.
By Stephen Green and Jada Long

B

oobies. Heh-heh, I know what
you’re thinking--grow up.
But what about the popular “I Love
Boobies” rubber wrist bands that some
wear to show support for the breast cancer awareness campaign? Still laughing?
Many aren’t because of the grave seriousness of the issue, and some students may
fight in support of the popular phrase all
the way to the highest court in the land.
The obsessive sexuality associated
with female breasts is widely apparent
in American culture, and, unfortunately,
that has clouded the campaign slogan
that seeks to raise awareness of a deadly
disease: breast cancer.
In fact, a school in Philadelphia suspended and banned the “I Love Boobies” bracelets in 2013. However, the two
students they suspended were not stepping
down from voicing their opinions. They took
the situation the situation all the way to federal court. The girls won their case, but the
school just doesn’t want to stop. They are
now going to Supreme Court to continue
the fight against banning the bracelets.
Library media specialist Kandice
Morgan sponsors the Morgan Park effort
to raise awareness of breast cancer by
holding events such as Dorothy Connie
Day and Pink Day last Thursday. This
event was first initiated by former English
teacher and Student Council sponsor Kiyona Bradley in the fall of 2006 to honor
Academic Center counselor and breast
cancer survivor Dorothy Connie and her
battle with breast cancer.
Although Morgan has never worn
the bracelet, she is surprised that a school
would take action on something like that.
“Suspension is kind of harsh,” she said.
“It depends on the students intent for wearing the bracelet. It’s really not that serious;
I’ve seen students wearing worse clothing.”
For some people who actually wore
the bracelet, have a different perspective.
“I believe it is a cute way to express your want to help breast cancer

Please turn to page 6 for

BOOBIES BRACELET
CONTROVERSY

I Love Boobies!
is Keep A Breast
(KAB) foundation’s signature
breast cancer
outreach and
awareness program. According
to KAB’s website, they “want
to remove the
shame associated
with breasts and
breast health,
and this message
represents our
positive approach to breast
cancer dialogue.
The program
resonates with
young people,
and encourages
them to be open
and active about
breast cancer
prevention.The
program gives
young people
impacted by
breast cancer
the chance to
express and connect with others. Wearing an
I Love Boobies!
bracelet or shirt
proclaims, “I
love my boobies,
and I choose
to take care of
them!” It is a
message about
how important it
is to appreciate,
respect and love
your breasts and
yourself.”
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Sophomore hailed
as hero for stopping
a terrible crime
By James Jackson Jr.

A

15-year-old Morgan Park
student is being called a
hero after he stopped a young girl
from getting sexually assaulted early
in the morning on October 10.
Azariah Hill, a sophomore
here at Morgan Park High School,
was shocked to hear cries for help
from outside his bedroom early
in he morning. He saw a naked
14-year-old girl being attacked in
the backyard of his Washington
Heights neighborhood.
As Hill shouted from his

Sophomore Azariah Hill
(2013 Yearbook)
second-floor bedroom for the attacker to stop, his mother, Marilyn
Cooper, grabbed her younger
son’s child-size scooter from the
front steps of the house, clutching
it with both hands as she would
a baseball bat, and raced to the
backyard. She yelled repeatedly
and chased the man away.
“I heard yelling and screaming so I went downstairs and told
my mom what I was hearing,” Hill
said. “ My mom said she heard it
too but she told me to go back
upstairs because I had school
soon, but that’s when I heard the
yelling again and it sounded real
close. I looked out of my bedroom window and that’s when I
seen the man with dreads over
the helpless girl. I yelled ‘Stop!
Stop! Stop!’ And without looking
back, he ran off.”
He couldn’t believe what he

was seeing. Then Hill began to
explain what happened as the
young girl walked in the house.
“She walked in the house
and she was shaking like real
bad,” he said. “ I never talked to
the girl, because I felt really bad
for her. I just let my mother and
sister talk to her because they
are women. I really just couldn’t
believe it.”
Chicago police believe the
attacker had gone on a three-hour
rampage, first raping a mother
and her daughter in their home a
few blocks away before breaking
into another nearby home and
attempting to sexually assault a
16-years-old girl. No one has been
charged yet.
“Azariah is a great student,”
said sophomore Chester Shipp,
who is a good friend of Azariah.
“He is a real cool dude and very
down to earth. I believe Azariah
would have done something
like this because he doesn’t like
people being taken advantage of;
he feels it’s wrong, and so do I.”
It has been reported in the
Chicago Tribune that the attacks
started around 4 a.m. when a
man broke into a home near
103rd Street and Emerald Avenue
in the Fernwood neighborhood
and sexually assaulted a 40-yearold woman and her 22-year-old
daughter, according to police.
The man put a knife to the
mother’s throat and asked if
anyone else was in the house, the
Tribune story went on to reveal.
When the daughter entered the
room, the man still had the knife
to the mother’s throat, the relative
said. He then stole their credit
cards, money and phones before
fleeing, warning that he would
kill them if they called police, the
relative said.
When the girl was reunited
with her mother at Cooper’s
home, the two cried in each
other’s arms, Cooper said.
Police described the suspect
as a black male between 16 and
22, 6’ 0’’ - 6’ 1’’, 150-170 lbs.,
with black medium-length dreadlocks and a dark brown complexion. He was described as wearing
a black t-shirt, baggy blue jeans, a
light-colored belt and gym shoes,
according to the Tribune story.
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Law professionals speak to students

Special guests provided by the Diversity Scholarship Foundation with students who were
invited to attend the informative gathering early last month. Seated from left: attorney Mary
Melcher, IBMYP coordinator Morgan Mudron, Miss Southern Illinois Sherrie Gearheart,
attorney and president of the Cook County Bar Association Delores Robinson, Judge
Jessica O’Brien, and Judge Leonard Murray.

T

he Diversity
Scholarship
Foundation visited Morgan
Park High School on October
2, bringing two sitting judges,
two attorneys, the president of
the Chicago Bar Association,
and Miss Southern Illinois.
Led by its president Judge
Jessica O'Brien, the group
spoke to 125 Morgan Park
students about the legal field,
pursuing a highly professional

career, and navigating challenges
they may face throughout high
school, college, and their careers.
The opening speaker, attorney Mary Melcher, spoke warmly
of her time at Morgan Park High
School and the preparation it
provided her for her careers in
education, business, and now law.
The group offered Morgan Park
students numerous opportunities
for mentoring, participation in
mock trials, as well as information

about scholarships.
Students were encouraged
and invigorated by the event.
“It was amazing that a
group of people just like us
came to speak about how we
do not need to let obstacles
deter us from our future,” senior Chelsea Brown said. “They
each had events in their life that
could have stopped them, but
they never gave up and have all
accomplished their goals.”

BOOBIES BRACELET CONTROVERSY
continued from page 5

research,” senior River Bonds
said. “[Schools] should not
ban the bracelets because the
profits go toward something
worthwhile. For a long time, I
was a major buyer for all the
‘I Love Boobies’ products because I support their method.”
But, of course, there are
those who took to wearing the
bands for one trivial reason,
but later grew out of that.
“I wore them because
I just loved boobs,” senior
Joshua Brock said. “I realized
later on what they actually
meant, so I kept buying them if
that helped in any way. I think
[that school board’s decision
is] messed up since the bands
actually showed awareness
to breast cancer. [It’s not] that
serious. It’s just a wristband.”
Other students actually have family members or
friends who had breast cancer
and have worn the bracelet.

“My mentor for a sorority had
[the illness] for seven years, and
she was able to live through it,”
junior Kyliah Terry said. “I wore
[the rubber bands] because they
were cute and supported the
cause. Why would they suspend
students for such an important
cause? It’s unfair.”
Many people don’t really
understand the serious health
problems people, particularly
women, can have with breasts.
Breast cancer is the second
leading cancer killer in women,
according to the National Cancer
Institute, one of the agencies of
Department of Health and Human
Services; lung cancer is No 1. The
estimated number of new cases
and deaths from breast cancer
in the United States in 2013 is
232,340 for females and 2,240 for
males; 39,620 female deaths and
410 male deaths.
But it’s not just an American
problem. Worldwide, breast cancer

accounts for 22.9 percent of all
cancers (excluding non-melanoma skin cancers) in women.
In 2008, breast cancer
caused 458,503 deaths worldwide (13.7 percent of cancer
deaths in women).
Breast cancer is more than
100 times more common in
women than in men, although
men tend to have poorer
outcomes due to delays in
diagnosis, according to the
National Cancer Institute at the
National Institutes of Health.
Breasts are a part of our
bodies and something we
should love always not in any
sexual type of manner, according to Connie, who is in remission from her cancer.
“It’s a matter of survival,”
she said. “Children depend on
breast milk at the beginning
of their lives. If they get the
needed amount, it helps make
them immune to diseases.”

taken out of the game, including
Morgan who was then the new
quarterback due to the original
quarterback being ineligible for
this season. This put a lot of pressure on the team who ultimately
came out with a win.
The football team was not
the only team affected that game.
Pom members and cheer-leaders
were also ineligible.
“I think the grade sheets are
irrelevant,” said Randi Crawford, a
senior pom team mem-ber. “They
aren’t beneficial. They’re a waste
of time and have caused too much
commotion within my team.”
However, her coach feels otherwise.

“It’s very important for the
coaches, administration, and
athletic directors to know the
status of athletes, grade-wise,”
pom coach and teacher Darlene
Pollard said.
But there are those students
who understand the reality of the
situation but would like to see
some sort of compromise.
“I believe the purpose of
[the tracking sheets] are to make
athletes do better,” said Robin
Kennedy, a senior and basketball
manager. “But in reality, they
make it harder for athletes. Maybe they shouldn’t be given every
so often. Even the teachers agree
that they are just too much.”

GRADES IMPROVE WITH SHEETS
continued from page 5

grades have to be monitored.
The grade sheets have to be
filled out by their parents, student, coach, athletic director and
teachers. The grading sheets have
to be turned in every Wednesday
to their coach or sponsor. However, the grading sheets have not
had such a positive effect on the
teams, according to some. Many
athletes have become ineligible
due to not meeting the policy’s
requirements. If one fails to get
all of the required signatures from
teachers, miss a parent signature,
or have grades lower than a D,
he/she will be ineligible. Student
athletes are also required to carry
a GPA of at least a 2.0.

“According to the CPS
bi-laws, grade sheets need to
be done by student athletes,”
Bur-rage said. “[Students] have to
do a weekly grade check so we
can make sure that students are
passing their classes. There’s no
specific reason or cause as to why
we have grade sheets. It’s just a
requirement given by CPS. All of
the consequences are the same
with every team if they fail to
meet the requirements needed.
Students need to be accountable
for getting their grade sheets
checked.”
Among all the teams combined, at least 30 athletes have
been ineligible at one point or

another this fall season, which
includes football, boys and girls
cross country, volleyball, tennis,
and golf. However, the number of
students struck with ineligibility
has decreased since the be-ginning of the year.
Not surprisingly, students still
don’t like the paperwork.
“I do not like the grade
sheets,” said JeVaughn Morgan,
a senior and starting safety on
the football team. “I do not find
them helpful. They’ve hindered
our team’s performance in cer-tain
games.”
In the Mustang’s game
against Bogan earlier this season,
there were a number of players
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New sports complex to be built on vacant Western Ave. land
By Unique Boyd

M

ayor Rahm Emanuel
announced at a press
conference last month that a
sports complex will be built on
the long-vacant corner of 115th
and Western Avenue.
The mayor, along with Chicago Park District Superintendent
Mike Kelly, 19th Ward Alderman
Matt O’Shea, State Senator Bill
Cunningham (D-18), State Representative Fran Hurley (D-35),
revealed on October 12 at the
blighted site plans for a 55,000
square foot complex that will offer
gymnastics and ice skating.
“With this sports complex,
we are bringing a world-class
sports training facility to the
community,” said Mayor Rahm
Emanuel, according to a Mayor’s
Press Office release. “We are repurposing property that has been
vacant for decades and creating
a facility that will promote healthy
and active living impacting the
lives of residents for decades to
come.”
Since the 1980s, this barren
corner on

Left: A satellite view of the
vacant lots at 115th and
Western Avenue (in dashed
frame) that will soon be
teeming with construction
workers building a sports
complex. (Source: Google
Earth) Below: A photo of the
plans for the ice rink and
gymnastics facility that were
described at Mayor Rahm
Emanuel’s press conference in
early October.

Western, various rumors surfaced,
including Smith Village building
a new senior citizen retirement
center (they decided to expand
their original location at 113th
and Western Ave.), but actual tenants never materialized.
“It’s not just a rumor, it’s not
just a maybe, it’s going to happen,” Superintendent Kelly told
The Patch, an online news source.
The center will be a $12 million public investment that will be
run by the Chicago Park District.
“The state-of-the-art skating facility will accommodate
year-round competitive hockey,
figure and recreational skating,”
according to the mayor’s press
release. “The 85’ x 200’ rink will
have bleacher seating for 1,200
spectators. The world-class gymnastics center will be equipped
to host training opportunities and
USA Gymnastics competitions for
youth and adults. Other gymnasium features will include a large
pit area, in-ground trampolines
and public viewing space.”
The 19th Ward alderman
is especially excited about the
neighborhood’s
long-

awaited project.
“Residents of Morgan Park
have sought a recreational development at 115th and Western for
over 20 years,” O’Shea said, according to the press release. “Today that wait is over. The Morgan
Park Sports Center will become a
destination point and economic
engine for our community.”
Construction is slated to begin summer of 2014 with completion summer 2015.
The two vacant lots, which
are split by 115th Street
which travels between
them on the east side
of Western Ave., once
featured a Dominick’s
grocery store (south
lot) and a Shell gas
station (north lot).
Few students here have
n “D2: The Mighty Ducks” (1994), a former star in the hockey minor
been ice skatleagues suffers a career-ending injury before making it to the NHL. He
ing before and
is then offered a chance to coach a team representing the United States in the
seem to love
Junior Goodwill Games. Team USA consists of many of the old Ducks, in addition
this idea.
to five new players with special talents.
“An ice
One of the team’s fictional players is recruited from, yours truly, Morgan Park,
skating rink in
and even wears a jersey with the school name featured prominently--although the
the neighborschool colors are shown as black and white, rather than green and white. At least
hood would be
they got the Mustang right.
a great opporActor Aaron Lohr (Portman), who plays the tough, enforcer-like hockey
tunity for more
					
player from Morgan Park, delivers
people to learn a
					
a special line in the film: “I’m
new, exciting, fun
					Dean Portman. You might’ve
sport,” sophomore
					
heard of me, I was on Morgan
Briana Amerson said.
					
Park from Chicago. I think we
However, some
					played Bangor in the
local students seem to
					semi-finals.”
have different views on the
center.
“It would be nice for the
people in that neighborhood,”
senior Aliex Boey said. “But I

Hollywood
connection with
MP hockey

I

Sounds of shots nearby sends
players, fans seeking safety in MP
By Brandon Riley
and Ryen Jamrock

T

he sound of shots being
fired in the distance
were heard while the freshman
football team was hosting a
game on the northeast field in
late September, causing players,
coaches, and fans to quickly exit
the field seeking safety of the
school building.
It’s believed that gunfire took
place locally, likely near the Citgo
gas station on 111th and Ashland
Avenue, a little more than a block
away from the school. Apparently,
no one was hurt and no police

report was filed, according to
police.
The incident took place on
September 30 around 6:30 p.m.
while a freshman football game
was taking place against Thornton
Fractional South.
Directly after the Mustangs
shook hands with their opponents
after pulling out a blowout win,
multiple shots were audible to
many at the game.
“We had just got done shaking hands with them,” freshman
quarterback Jermaine Anderson
said. “We got in a big group,
then, all of a sudden, all we heard
were shots.”
The scene during and after

the shots became chaotic. All
of the players, spectators and
coaches from both teams ended
up inside the high school until
everyone’s safety was no longer
considered to be troubled.
Gun violence is a major
problem in the city. These actions
cause serious concern. No suspects have been named involving
the alleged matter.
“There’s been no arrests
made involving the incident,” said
Morgan Park football head coach
and Culture of Calm Coordinator

Please turn to page 10 for

PLAYERS, FANS
RUN FOR COVER

wouldn’t go because I like skating
at Millennium Park for Winter
Wonderfest.”
Morgan Park High School
once had a formidable hockey
team, one that earned at least
one city championship in the early
1980s, coached by attendance
administrator Donald Taylor who
has since passed away.
There is already a lot of talk
about the center. Parents are excited to have a place to bring their
children. Schools with a gymnastics team and hockey teams--all
private, parochial schools--attended the press conference.
However, one significant
complaint by some is the plan to
close 115th Street as a thoroughfare to-and-from Western Ave. As
the architectural drawings show (at
right), the east/west cross street
will end in a cul-de-sac just west of
Oakley Avenue. The facility’s parking lot appears to only have access via a Western Ave. entrance.
But this isn’t the only improvement announced by the
mayor, as this construction is part

of a larger plan to rebuild over
300 playgrounds over the next
five years.
“Our children, our communities, our families come first in the
city of Chicago,” Emanuel said, according to a story in the Beverly Review, a neighborhood newspaper.
Although the Morgan Park
center will be a one-of-a-kind
public building in the city, there
are other sports complexes
nearby. The Kroc Center, which
opened in 2012, is another sport
and entertainment center located
on 119th Street. This facility caters to basketball, football, cheerleading, and other sports; it also
has an indoor swimming pool.
People in the neighborhood
feel that offering safe sports-oriented parks and buildings are a way to
get younger kids off the street.
“There’s been a lot of
younger children getting killed to
violence,” sophomore Kyla Trammell said. “It’s a lot of violence
period to teens and youth and
maybe we can remove that with
new things to keep them busy.”

Take the ACT national exam
more than once, say experts
By Jonathan Philpot
and Nikia Patrick

S

ome students take
the ACT seriously
while others don’t. Either way
you have to take the test to
graduate. Might as well do
your best on it.
Most students take the
ACT multiple times in their high
school career. Teachers say that
it is a good idea to take the
ACT more than one time.
“If [students] did not do
well the first time or get the
score they want to achieve
for scholarships, yes, they
should retake the ACT,” said

Adrian Burrage, a mathematics teacher. “Also, if they did
not receive a score that will
get them accepted into the
college of their choice, they
should take it again.”
Students should do their
best on the ACT so they can get
into a good college. ACT scores
can help you get into a good
college even if your grade aren’t
all that. A high ACT score can
almost ensure that you get into
a good school. But should you
take the important exam more
than once?
“After you take the

Please turn to page 11 for
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HOMECOMING DANCE
continued from page 1

attended the fall dance held at
the Sabre Room in Hickory Hills, it
was more than expected.
“My first time being at homecoming was crazy, but at the same
time it was fun, and I’d definitely
go again,” freshman Medial Simmons said.
Students didn’t know what
they were going to get into that
night but many seem to some
thought however, the theme should
have been communicated better.
“The theme didn’t really
bring out the message Student
Council wanted to convey, because the students didn’t know
the song,” said Devonte West,
winner for Junior Attendant.
Homecoming was great for
many, especially for the Senior
Class.
“[This, my] last homecoming
was good, it was good to be with
everyone at our last dance before
prom,” senior basketball player
Lamont Walker said.

The seniors enjoyed themselves, being with their friends
before starting another chapter in
their lives.
“It was rocking,” senior
Taliyah Spells said. “It was something to go to since it was my last
homecoming.”
Homecoming was a big
change from last year.
“I was late to the game, but
it was a good game because my
team did [well],” senior Shania
Thompson said.
It took a lot to make homecoming the night that is was. The
605-plus that attended homecoming said every thing looked
nice, thanks to the sponsor.
“I think Kandice Morgan did
a great job and every thing was
prefect,” said Nick Irvin, a security
guard and basketball coach. “It
was nice to see the kids win and
the DJ was good. Homecoming
was very nice.”
The students weren’t the only

people who enjoyed homecoming this year.
“Budgets cuts didn’t affect
the homecoming because when
student brought their tickets, it
covered everything,” Morgan
said. “The homecoming was
what I expected, the kids dressed
really well and behaved.”
In the beginning of the
school year, many people thought
that budget cuts were going to
affect the school year but with the
many tickets sold, the dance costs
were covered.
“Nothing weird happened
before the dance, but during the
dance a young woman’s bra was
being thrown,” Morgan said.
The football team won the
homecoming game--again--56-0.
This sparked the celebration of
homecoming night.
“We played a great game,”
senior football player James
Jackson said. “My team did great.
I was impressed.”
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back Charles Bournes said, who also
returned the opening kickoff for the
first TD of the game. “Not only was
it an intense week of practice, but for
the seniors, it was our last HC game.”
Usually, homecoming games are
held at night, but this one was held at
1 p.m. Because of this, some students
were concerned that the turnout
wouldn’t be that large and that the
boys would be discouraged.
“If I were on a team I wouldn’t
be as motivated to play if no one was
there to watch,” senior Mustang fan
Alexis Gale said. “I hope the boys still
play their best!”
Students felt the turnout would be
the weakness of the team, but some
players and coaches felt otherwise.
“Our weaknesses were that we
weren’t as focused as we should’ve
been,” senior cornerback Brandon Riley
said, despite the lopsided final score.
The Mustangs have a 93 percent
homecoming win percentage over the

oming Court 2013
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ndi Crawford; Senior Atgi Harvey and Diamond
Attendants: Devonte West
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last 14 years. The only homecoming
game lost was to our school rival’s,
the Simeon Wolverines in 2008.
The Spartans, 0-9 this season, were
not a threat to the boys. Orr has been
shutout six out of their nine games.
They’ve been out-scored 418-20.
“We were ready for anything they
threw at us, which helped us get the
shutout and put up so many point,”
Riley said.
“Our strengths were the run
game and our lock-down defense,”
Bournes said. “Myself and Desmond
are two of the best RB’s in the city.
This wouldn’t be possible without
the O-line. We held them to negative
yards the whole game.”
Fans were definitely treated to
yet another victory at their homecoming game.
“I felt proud to be wearing green
and [white], I love cheering for our
boys,” senior cheerleader Ashley
Shorter said.

Spirit Week highlights
By Jessica Jackson,and Brittani Shade

S

pirit Week has come and gone, with many enjoying the
opportunity to express themselves in a silly and fun way,
but also showing a sense of unity with MP.
The first day of Spirit Week was Wacky Tacky Day, the day to be
and look tacky, yet fashionable. A couple of students said they had
a lot of fun this day to dress up funny and tacky with their friends.
“I would have to say, myself, I had a lot of fun on Wacky Tacky
Day because I got to dress up and look funny with my friends and
have a big laugh while we were all in class,” said Lauren Spikener, a
junior. “Especially, since I got to go all out and really show Mustang
spirit because I wore two mismatching tank tops, with a pair of
ripped up jeans, some fishnet tights, knee socks, and my knees ashy
with baby powder, and my hair all over my head. Overall, it was really fun this year and can’t wait till next year.”
The second day was Superhero/Cartoon Day, where the students
dressed up in costumes of their choice and went Looney-Toones crazy.
“For Superhero/Cartoon Day, I dressed up as Princess Tiana in
a light blue ruffle flowy dress, and I felt like it went really well, it was
really good,” said Gabrielle Owens, another junior. “I had lots of

Please turn to page 12 for SPIRIT
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Today’s dating pulls teens in many directions Many look forward to long
Thanksgiving holiday
By Diamond Sims
and Samantha Brown

P

arents had the mind set
that you wouldn’t be
able to date until you were out of
their house. But it seems as the
years go on, the age dating starts
has started well before the age
parents had in mind.
Some parents believe that
dating shouldn’t occur until
adult years when someone is
well aware of all responsibilities
that come with being in relationships. On the other hand, some
parents feel dating shouldn’t start
until a certain level of maturity is
reached.
“You shouldn’t be allowed
to go on actual dates until you’re
16,” Pamela Shannon, a mother
of three said. “There’s a certain
level of maturity that comes with

dating and going out on dates on
your own. You should be capable
of making your own decisions
separate from everyone else and
be able to stand your ground
and hold your own values. Don’t
let what everyone else is doing
impact what you do.”
The youth, on the other
hand, feel that they should be allowed to make their own decision
with dating.
“I started dating in 8th
grade,” high school senior Joshua
Taylor said. “I wasn’t thinking
about responsibilities that came
with having a girlfriend, I just
wanted one.”
“Now that he’s older, he
said that 13-year-olds are way to
young to date. All people agreed
that any time before you hit puberty is way too young to date.
Whether you have a son or
daughter may affect your opinion

on what the actual age for dating
should be.
“There’s a double standard
for boys and girls when it comes
to dating,” high school junior
Anta Nije said. “It’s promoted by
dad’s for their sons to go out and
get girlfriends, but their daughters must remain sacred forever.
Kind of like the virginity thing.
Boys out here losing virginity in
6th and 7th grade and parents
throw condoms at their son from
the moment they begin high
school. It’s a whole new ball game
for girls.”
Dating can mean something
different to people that vary in
age. When you’re dating in your
adulthood years, you’re looking
for someone to potentially spend
the rest of your life with. In your

Please turn to page 11 for
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SPIRIT WEEK
continued from page 11

fun portraying my favorite Disney
character princess.”
Junior Braylyn Brown dressed
up as Minnie Mouse another
Disney cartoon character.
“There were too many girls
dressed like her, but I think I
pulled it off better than most,”
she said.” My widow’s peak was
popping.”
Next was Twin Day, where
sets of twins, triplets, and even
quadruplets roamed the hallways.
“I matched with my boyfriend,
“said Chardae’ Capler, a junior. “ I

believe this day was highly-anticipated by all couples. It gives them
a chance to match each other and
get the nice, mushy compliments
from other students.”
The most anticipated day,
Class Color, was one of the biggest days of the week. There were
seniors in their bright and lovely
red, which isn’t hard to miss. The
juniors were in blue, sophomores
were in tan, freshmen were in
black, eight graders were in gray,
and seventh graders were in yellow. If you attend school that day,
you should know about the level

of noise in the second floor T.
“I like being a senior because
graduation is almost here,” said
Maurice Jones. “I want to leave
out of MP with something I’ll
never forget: the Mustang spirit.”
Lastly and foremost was
School Spirit Day. Various shades
of green and white, and yes,
orange, bombarded hallways and
classrooms.
“Spirit Day to me seems
cool,” said Ollie O’Kelley, a junior.
“Even though I didn’t participate,
I still think it’s a blast seeing my
school with a lot of pride.”

EDITORIAL: SCHOOL SPIRIT SLIDES
continued from page 2

fans, parents, and alumni, but this
time the seats were noticeably
empty--maybe half of the home
side of the field had spectators.
And where has the Mustang
mascot been? Is there no one
with enough spirit to put on that
costume to rally support for MP.
That’s just sad.
This was my last homecoming game, and the attendance
appeared to be at an all-time low.
I’m guessing--hoping, maybe--because of the dance being on the
same day. Many people made

their excuses just for that reason.
There should’ve been a high attendance to cheer on our varsity
football team, especially with the
huge win they delivered.
Mustang support has been
lacking so far this year as a whole.
We should show great pride,
especially when its homecoming,
like Mr. School Spirit has.
“I feel like you should have
school spirit because this is the
high school you’re going to be in
for the next four years, so why not
enjoy your time here,” Chandler

said. “I personally think it’s stupid
to go around moping that you
hate this school so much and you
can’t wait to get out of MP. It’s
four years of your life that you
spend being mean for no reason,
when you can just make the best
of it.”
Well said. We should really
have a positive attitude toward
our school. Like Chandler suggests, love it or leave it. Maybe
some of you would be better
suited to be a Jaguar at Julian
down the street.

Although the traditional
thing to do on this holiday is
to stay home or visit family
members, that’s not the case
for everyone.
eing with family,
“This year, I will be traveleating food, and
ing to DeKalb for a football
desserts are the best parts of
game with my family,” said
Thanksgiving.
Ahnnyshia Hibler, a senior. “It’s
Americans are anticipata family road trip.”
ing this upcoming holiday—It
Other nontraditional
is held on November 28 this
things one can do on the
year—and people are going to holiday is give back to others
celebrate it by eating, giving
less fortunate than them such
thanks, and having a good
as volunteering at a can food
time with family members.
drive, give away toys and
Thanksgiving originated in clothes you don’t use any1621 when the Plymouth colomore, or even serving food at
nists and Indians had a feast
a homeless shelter.
during the fall; but it wasn’t
“Take it from me, if you’re
until 1863 when President
intending to help out at a local
Abraham Lincoln made this
shelter, make arrangements way
celebration a national holiday
ahead of time with that location,
to be held in November, acspeak to someone ’in charge’
cording to
directly, and
History.com,
be prepared
CPS schools
a website
for some
will close on
that informs
last-minute
readers about
Wednesday, Nov. 27 change,”
history, hence
said Lynnette
the name.
Walczak, a
and reopen Dec. 2.
Startpublisher of
ing November 27, Chicago
The Fun Times Guide.
Public School (CPS) students
For those who have family
can expect a five-day weekend coming into town, they are reto fully celebrate with their
ally looking forward to seeing
loved ones. This is a one day
them on the holiday.
addition from previous years,
“My favorite part of Thankswhere students had four days
giving is our family reunion,”
off: Thanksgiving, Black Friday,
said Phae Elam, a student at
and of course the weekend.
Keller Graduate School of Busi“I am so happy we get a
ness Management. “People
five day weekend this year,”
come from Boston, Memphis,
said Tira Smith, an 8th grade
California, and Texas.”
student at Carter G. Woodson
Family time is important
Charter School. “I am going to
on this day, but what’s on the
put an extra effort to hang out
menu at the dinner table? Daily
with my cousin—she lives in
Press, a daily newspaper pubMississippi—but will come to
lished in Victorville, California,
Chicago for the holiday.”
listed stuffing, turkey, ham,
Students have various
cranberry sauce, sweet potato
plans during the holiday
pie, and banana pudding as
weekend.
the top Thanksgiving foods.
“All of my family members
“Different meats, barbecue,
usually go to my grandmothbaked ham, greens, cabbage,
er’s house to eat and watch
string beans, cranberry sauce,
a football game,” said Lyric
sweet potato pie, banana
Winston, a senior. “But before
pudding, carmel cake, and red
the food is ready, each family
velvet cake with buttercream
member has a task of making
icing are some of the things I
at least one item for dinner
cook,” said Bertha Elam, Anaja
such as macaroni and cheese,
Smith’s grandmother. “These
sweet potato, ham, or turkey.”
are everyone’s favorites.”

By Anaja Smith
and Bashia Powell

B

PLAYERS, FANS RUN FOR COVER
continued from page 7

Wesley Yates. “No one was struck
during the shooting that took
place that day.”
Principal Dr. Carolyn Epps
had remarks concerning Chicago’s
ongoing gun violence issue. She
understands that something has
to be done for the betterment of
Chicago and its citizens.
“It is reprehensible, and
there’s no excuse for it,” the
principal said. “It is heartbreaking, and I wish I had the power to
stop it.”
The principal expressed concern for students’ safety and how
some things, like this event, are
out of administrative control and
become a job for the Chicago
Police Department.
“We can’t necessarily prevent
anything that happens outside of

Morgan Park, but we try to make
sure we’re aware of anything
that may occur so that all of our
students and staff are safe,” Epps
said. “The police responded to
the event accordingly.”
Some of the people who
attended the game didn’t even
realize that a gun may have been
fired until the severity of the situation set in.
“Morgan Park players were
running and hitting the ground
with their heads covered, but TF
South players were just standing there, not knowing what was
going on,” freshman football
player Kenneth Blue said. “Once
everybody realized and reacted,
people ran off the field and towards the school.”
This event was something

most of the players and coaches
involved had never even thought
of witnessing. Most experienced
fright due to how close the shots
sounded from them. The individuals involved reacted to a potentially dangerous situation.
“Once the shots rang, we all
were scared for our lives during
the chaos,” said Anthony Waite,
a freshman football player who
witnessed the events. “But when
we all got inside [the school] we
felt secure.”
Some of the witnesses
weren’t much surprised by the
shooting. This isn’t the first time
that a MP football game has
been affected by some type of
gun-related violence and chaotic
stampede.
“I was at the first Morgan

Park and Simeon football game
last year when the game was
suspended and postponed,” said
freshman football coach Corey
Shannon. “Being from the South
Side of Chicago, sometimes you
become kind of numb situations
like these since they go on daily.
But as a parent and coach, I felt
like it was our responsibility to
make sure our kids were safe and
secure during the events, which
we did.”
Last season, during the
Mustangs’ first football game
against the Simeon Wolverines,
a similar predicament occurred.
Midway through the third quarter
a frantic stampede broke out on
MP’s away bleachers. There was
an argument between groups of
people which later led to many

believing that someone involved
had a gun present, although none
was recovered.
This time, however, things
were different since shots were
actually fired. This incident isn’t
as well-known since it wasn’t a
varsity game which are more
popular. Nonetheless, both
incidents represent dangers even
when it has nothing to do with
what’s happening on the field.
Events like these incidents
that occur while players are
playing the sports they love can
always be in the back of their
minds.
“I don’t think I’ll forget what
happened that day,” Anderson
said. “It was one of those things
that you would never think you’d
be a part of.”
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TV just useless furniture without ‘Breaking Bad’
By Joshua Brock

W

ith its series finale
airing about a month
ago, “Breaking Bad” went out
with something of a quiet bang,
and with record numbers of
viewers it was rightfully the best
television series that aired this
year--maybe ever.
The plot of “Breaking Bad”
revolved around a chemistry
teacher named Walter White. In
the first season, he is diagnosed
with lung cancer, and with no
money to pay for his medical bills,
he resorts to an unconventional
method of acquiring it: manufacture and sell methamphetamine-what a good idea!
While on a ride-along with
his DEA brother-in-law Hank (uhoh), they happen across a meth
lab that is rather dingy and dirty,
but there are piles of money lying
about. This brings forth Walter’s
epiphany to cook meth. He
eventually reconnects with one of
his delinquent chemistry students,

who just so happens to be in the
meth business, and thus Heisenberg is born.
Walt begins with the intent
to only make money to pay for his
medical bills and provide for his
family if he dies, but soon realizes
that he’s in it for the long haul. He
eventually gets his family involved
in the whole ordeal, which only
adds to the ensuing chaos he is
going to inflict upon his home.
Walter, otherwise known as
the ruthless Heisenberg, meets
foe-after-foe and problem-afterproblem, only to inevitably and
brutally demolish anything or
anyone to cross his path. His ruthlessness only seems to grow as
he gets deeper and deeper into
the drug-filled world that he plays
such a pivotal role in.
Melt corpses with hydrochloric acid? Check. Poison a little kid
with ricin? Check. Drive over a
couple of drug thugs with a car?
No problem. Blow up a rival drug
gang with fake meth and execute
a bunch of guys who went to jail
because of working for you? All in

a day’s work. Let a co-worker’s girlfriend OD and drown in her own
vomit (while he watches)? Meh.
With little regard for anyone
but himself and his family, he
destroys the lives of everyone
around him, and ironically, espe-

cially his loved ones.
At the end of the show, he is
the reason for countless deaths
and lives ruined. He lost all his
loved ones and eventually lost
his life. But at least he died doing
what he loved--being a murder-

ous drug dealer!
There are moments in the
series where the viewers are left
in complete and utter awe, and

Please turn to page 12 for
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adolescent years, you’re just
looking to have fun, explore
your options or in some cases
find that high school sweetheart and maybe marry them
later on in life.
“What I consider dating
is two people of the opposite
sex who have a great connection and take friendship to the
next level,” Taylor said.
And that’s the problem,
according to many parents.
“Teens directly correlate
having sex with being in a relationship,” said Arielle Brown, a
mother. “If you’re in a relation-

ship with someone, it’s automatically assumed that sex is going to
be involved.”
Are teens jumping into relationships and engaging in adult
like activities just because that’s
what couples do or are they pressured by society and their peers
around them to do things that in
the back of their mind they know
they are not ready for?
According to Guttmacher Institute, a group that advances sexual
and reproductive health worldwide
through research, says that teens
are waiting longer to have sex but
still engaging in it none the less.

“I think that people just
have sex because that’s what
couples do, but I also believe
some guys do pressure their
girls into sex,” college freshman Anthony Warren said.
“If they can’t stand their own
ground and not cave into the
pressure from someone else,
then they don’t need to be in
a relationship. The age you
should date matters up to a
certain extent, that’s when you
start to look at the maturity of
that person. They can be 17
but have the maturity level of
someone in grade school.”

Reasoning. In February 2005, an
optional Writing test was added to
the ACT, mirroring changes to the
SAT that took place later in March
of the same year.
The national average composite score for the ACT is a 21.1,
the state average is a 20.9. the
Chicago Public Schools (CPS) average is 17.6, and Morgan Park’s
average is 18.1 (based on 2012
data for the Class of 2013).
Students should take a ACT
prep class before they take the
test. The prep class will help you
learn test taking tips and how to
manage your time. They need to
manage their time on the test so

they won’t run out of time.
Students tend to do better
the second time they take the test
because they have experience.
Students get to understand the
test better because they already
know what the test is like.
“If you take it a second time,
you feel more comfortable because you’ve been there and done
it before,” Moore said. “You’ve
experienced the whole three hours
of the test, you might know how to
pace yourself better throughout it.
I don’t think it hurts.”
Students should take the test
multiple times. The more times
you take the test, the more ex-

perience you have. If you take
the test more than once, the
higher score is the one you use
the other ones cancel out.
“Well, every student
has to take it once in April as a
junior, because it’s Day One of
the Prairie State Achievement
Exam,” Moore said. “If you
are not in the money ranges
of let’s say 21 and above, or if
you are not satisfied with your
performance, you should take
it at least once again. If you
take it a second time and your
performance is the same, it’s
just where you are. You should
probably stop there.”

TAKE ACT TWICE
continued from page 6

act the first time, you get a
report back that highlight
your strengths and weaknesses,” said Gerald Moore,
the school’s testing coordinator. “The skills analysis will tell
you what you got right and
what you got wrong. Also, it
tells you what the question
measured so you can go back
and see if you’ve mastered the
things you were working on.”
Even the ACT suggests
that a retake could help. According to their website, 57
percent of those who retake
the exam increase their score,
while 21 percent had no

change, but 22 percent actually
did worse. They do add that the
lower your initial composite score,
the more likely your second score
will be higher.
The ACT, an acronym for
American College Testing, is a
standardized test for high school
achievement and college admissions in the United States produced
by ACT, Inc. It was first administered in November 1959 by Everett
Franklin Lindquist as a competitor
to the College Board’s Scholastic
Aptitude Test, now the SAT Reasoning Test. The ACT has historically consisted of four tests: English,
Mathematics, Reading, and Science

A world without cellphones? Oh, the horror!
By Ja’Quan Kilgore
and Briana Simmons

F

or drivers 15-19 years old
involved in fatal crashes,
21 percent of the distracted
drivers were distracted by the
use of cell phones, according to
Distracted.Gov, a government
website that collects data on
distracted driving.
Notice people walking
around like zombies, hunched
over their Precious, er, cell phone
while walking down the hallway,
the street, in the mall, at restaurants? On average, Americans
typically stare at their phone for
about an hour a day, according to
a June study from Experian.
In today’s society, people
forget to disconnect from their
phones and enjoy life.
While phones can be helpful
and efficient, they can also pose
a dangerous threat to those connected to them most, such as the
youth of today’s society.
Today, almost everyone has a
cell phone that they are connected to for various reasons throughout the day. A lot of people use
their phone for more than just

I LOVE YOU, PHONE. As might be expected, younger cell
owners are especially concerned about missing calls or
notifications on their phones, according to a Pew Research
Center study on cell phone attachment. Six in ten cell owners
between the ages of 18 and 34 say that they have slept next to
their phone so as not to miss any calls, texts, or other updates
during the night.
making calls.
Some view their phone as a
way to stay connected with the
rest of the world. A lot of people

have social networking pages
such as Twitter, or Facebook,
and use their phone as a way to
stay connected with the people

on them, so much so it’s hard to
imagine a world without them.
A world without cellphones
“would be very disconnected,”
said 17-year-old senior Ellen
Daniels. “Without phones there
would be no outside communication or efficiency.”
Some believe cell phones
are an important part of life, and
people would be affected drastically without them.
“I think people would be
lost without cell phones,” senior
Chanel Booth said. “No one can
remember anything, or wake up
on time or call anyone, because
they wouldn’t know the number.”
As helpful and efficient as
cell phones are, they also pose
a threat. With information and
connectivity so easily accessible,
people find it hard to disconnect at appropriate times. This
becomes a danger.
“If students are driving with
their phones,” library media specialist Kandice Morgan said, “that’s
a danger right there, because kids
don’t know how to ignore the signals when they are getting a text
or a phone call coming in.”
IB coordinator Morgan Mudron also feels that cell phones

can be dangerous, even outside
of operating a vehicle.
“Silly things happen [as a
result of constant connection with
a cell phone],” she said. “I saw a
kid walk into a wall the other day.
You’re just not paying attention.”
The cost of the modern
day cell phone has significantly
increased in recent years. Due to
all of the feature and extra costs
associated with buying a phone,
people can end up paying a substantial amount for their phones.
“[The cost is] ridiculous,” said
Nick Irvin, a security guard, and
basketball coach. “I think phones
should be much cheaper than
what they are. Now you’re paying
six, seven, $800 for a cell phone,
and that’s just crazy to me.”
As important as cell phones
are to maintaining a social life,
it is important to remember that
they aren’t the only method
of communication. While cell
phones help, having human
contact is very important in the
development of social skills.
“I think its real important that
you still talk to people face to
face or have a conversation,” Mudron said, “rather than just text or
social media.”
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others where you can’t help but
yell at the television set. Spoiler
alert: Brother-in-law Hank is
executed by white supremacist
drug dealers, courtesy of Walt’s
association with them.
There are moments that
pull at your heart strings and
make you want to cry (How
many of Jesse’s girlfriends
have to die?), and still others
where you can’t help but crack
a laugh at (“Better get Saul”).
And with truly graphic scenes
being somewhat rare, when
they do come, the show holds
absolutely no punches.
The entire cast and crew
of the show also couldn’t have
been any better (Bryan Cranston as “Walter White, Aaron
Paul as “Jesse Pinkman” were
both standouts).
Though when the show
originally aired, some cast
members didn’t necessarily fit
properly in with the rest of the
cast, but as the show unraveled you couldn’t imagine
anyone else playing their role.
This was also a testament

FEATURES

to the phrase “It’s the little
things that count.” From mini
science experiments that Walter thinks up to save his hide
from time-to-time, to the mere
camera angles used in scenes,
“Breaking Bad” did it all and
did it quite well.
This drama was a testament to long-term planning in
television. It was incredibly clever
and often made viewers read
between the lines to truly understand what was happening. It
gave its audience some “OMG
What just happened?” moments. Most importantly though,
it kept its audience guessing
week after week, year after year.
But now that the show is
over, I find myself asking what I’m
sure many other fans of the show
are: “Well, what do I do now?”
AMC’s other hit show The
“Walking Dead” will likely
be how I spend my next few
weeks, though, I don’t know if
it will be able to live up to the
expectations that “Breaking
Bad” has forever set the bar
remarkably high.
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STILL ALIVE IN PUBLIC LEAGUE
continued from page 16

be a more versatile team than
what we were before. I am really
pleased with his play and hopefully it continues to get better.”
This experienced group of
Mustangs finally started to gel
as playoff time approached. The
seasoned veterans in the trenches
were expected to play a big part
in the Mustangs’ future success,
according to starting running
back Charles Bournes.
“They definitely have their
work cut out for them,” Bournes
said. “All off-season we’ve been
in the weight room getting bigger
and stronger, so that definitely
will help. I feel they should do
pretty good. Most of the guys
are seniors now so they have
some experience going into the
state playoffs, so that’s one of our
advantages also.”
Next up was a blood-boiling
rivalry game against the Hubbard
Greyhounds (6-4). This game had
many playoff and conference
implications tagged on it. There
was also a lot of Mustang pride to
go along with that; the Mustangs
hadn’t lost to the Greyhounds
since 2002.

This year proved to be different. The Mustangs fell short in
a back and forth, high-scoring affair. The final score turned to be
32-25 in favor of the Greyhounds
after the Mustangs couldn’t
convert on a last-minute fourth
down play.
The varsity squad moved on
quickly to terminate the Harper
Cardinals (6-4) in the first round of
the city playoffs, 37-20, earning
them a spot for public league title
contention. The Mustangs have
won a spot in state playoffs for
the past 14 years in a row.
The IHSA state playoffs
have proven to be the stomping grounds of past Morgan Park
teams, but this new era of Mustangs don’t really resemble the
ones of old. Journalism teacher
and EMPEHI News staff advisor
Keith Majeske, who has covered
and followed the Mustangs for
the past 13 years, shared his view
on the team.
“It’s really difficult to compare this year’s team with those
of the past, so much has changed
with the school and securing
top talent,” he said. “Back when

Morgan Park was talked about
as having the best shot at actually winning an IHSA title in the
mid-2000s, we had over 2,300
students. The stands [at Gately
Stadium] were filled from endto-end every single game—you
couldn’t even get a parking space
in the lot unless you got there an
hour before the game.”
In 2007, many preps experts
considered the MP the best (113), while the ‘04 and ‘05 squads
went 12-1 and 12-2 respectively.
In ’07, the team lost in the state
quarterfinals, dashing any hopes
of a title.
In fact, only one Public
League team--Robeson in 1982-has advanced to the state final.
And only five others--Lane Tech
in 1980, Tilden in 1983, Morgan
Park in 2004 and Hubbard in 2000
and 2005--reached the semifinals.
“No CPS team has ever won
state,” he said. “This year probably won’t be any different.”
That appears pretty likely as
only Robeson, King, and Simeon
have escaped defeat among all of
the CPS teams who played in the
first round.

Shoppers share their opinions on favorite malls
By Tyshay Russell

B

uy, buy, buy! Just
about everyone
loves to get new things.
Chicago has a variety of malls
and each of them has its own
special features.
Popular malls in the area
are Chicago Ridge, Ford City,
River Oaks, Orland Square,
The Water Tower Place, Lincoln Mall, and Woodfield Mall.
Alternatively, you will see
more teens at malls that have
a variety of stores like Chicago
Ridge, Orland Square, and
The Water Tower Place. No
one likes to only shop at one
store. Malls with a wider selection of trendy fashion attracts
all the customers!
For example, a mall like
Ford City does not have the

Another reason to shop at the Orland Sqaure Mall is the new
addition of the popular Cheesecake Factory chain.
same quality stores as Chicago
Ridge, such as Forever 21, Pac
Sun, Aldo, and others. They also
have a larger variety of food in
the food court.
CBS Chicago lists “The Best
Shopping Malls in the Chicago
Area, with none of them being on
the Southside. Topping their list

is Oak Brook Center (“... provides
a luxurious way to spend a day”),
Yorktown Center (“has something
for everyone,” including a Lucky
Strikes bowling alley), Gurnee
Mills (over 200 outlet shops), and
Woodfield Mall/Streets of Woodfield (features Hollister, Talbots,
Armani Exchange, Boss, Puma,

and unique stores like Dry Goods).
“My favorite mall in [the area]
is Orland [Square] because I like
everything they have in there,”
senior Kenyon Turner said. “They
have good shoe stores. Many
shoe stores don’t have what I
want in particular, but I find everything I need at Orland.”
The Orland Park mall recently
received a serious makeover, and
has a Cheesecake Factory, Macy’s,
Apple Store, a huge Victoria’s
Secret, Pottery Barn, H&M, and
other top spots.
“The mall I like to shop at is
Orland Square Mall and stores on
Michigan Avenue and State street
downtown,” senior Anaja Smith
said. “I like those stores because
they offer a mixture of different
types of clothing. That’s my style!
My style is a mixture of everything,
I don’t like just going to one store.”
Others like Chicago Ridge

which has lots to offer young
people.
“I love Ridge Mall! It has
everything in there that I love!”
said Cindy Kirkland, a 19-yearold CNA.
On the other hand, not
all Chicagoans like to shop at
their local malls. Some people
feel they are just too crowded,
especially now with the holidays approaching.
“I only go to local malls
when it’s a fashion emergency,“
said Nandi Hill, 20. “I can never
find a parking space. I prefer to
just take the train and go shopping at The Water Tower.”
Some are very particular
about the stores they frequent.
“I don’t shop at malls in
Chicago,” senior Mekiel Banks

Please turn to page 13 for
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EDITORIAL: LACK OF RESPECT CAUSED BY BOTH SEXES
continued from page 2

Women often complain about
how men are disrespectful towards
them: Guys walk ahead of them
and open a door for themselves,
then let it slam in the face of the
girl they’re walking with; honk
the car horn to announce they’ve
arrived at a girl’s house and for
them to hurry out to it; order a
meal first, ahead of his date, at a
restaurant—the list is endless.
Males, however, feel that the
apparent lack of self-respect females have for themselves, mixed
with the lack of acknowledgements to various acts of kindness, contribute to the decline
of decency. Basically, women let
guys treat them in disrespectful
and degrading ways and don’t
bother to recognize when guys
show good manners.
“I think chivalry is dead
because girls nowadays don’t

like gentlemen,” senior Quincy
Beaird said. I think the fault is
spread equally because if a man
was taught to be a gentleman,
he shouldn’t change his ways to
be accepted. However, it is the
female’s responsibility to acknowledge and appreciate the chivalrous acts, and they don’t.”
Some guys feel that it is
almost impossible to try and
not conform to the new ways of
behaving like a “gentleman.”
However, the boys who do not
conform are usually the ones who
have been raised that way.
“I still commit chivalrous acts
because it’s my nature,” senior
Beaird said. “I was brought up
that way, and it feel it’s my duty as
man to act as such.”
In high school, females
constantly have the thought that
the right guy will come along

when they finally go to college.
However, MP alumnus Lawrence
Cannon begs to differ.
“No chivalry isn’t dead;
it’s just disguised as being too
sweet,” Cannon said. “Once you
take a girl out and do things that
are considered chivalrous, [other
guys] think you are a sucka. Girls
like [jerks] more these days, so
they stick to [some guys] who
treat them wrong.”
Many of both sexes feel that
even though chivalry is reflected
on the acts of guys, girls are the
reason it fades. Women fail to
respect themselves so men don’t
respect them either, resulting in
to men calling them derogatory
names like b-----s or hoes.
“Females are more the reason,
though, because nowadays females
don’t show for their selves, and
[they] allow boys to degrade them,”

senior Timothy Smith said.
The main argument for this
nearly extinct species of men is
that women have forgotten their
value. Since girls have forgotten
their value, they typically just give
to boys so willingly. Boys have
nothing to offer girls these days,
at least a majority of them.
Boys also expect girls to do
what they won’t. In this generation, a lot of things have changed.
Being a gentleman isn’t stressed
anymore, because in our society,
you don’t have to be a gentleman
to get a girl.
Should chivalry only be an obligation of me? Another MP alum,
Tristian Anderson, explains how
just because one may be a girl
doesn’t mean you shouldn’t demonstrate similarly chivalrous behavior. The difference is that it isn’t
chivalry, it’s just common courtesy,

something that young people—
and maybe people in general—
are sorely lacking. A relationship
mixed with common courtesy and
chivalry results into something
more mature and healthy than the
status quo relationship.
“I know it might seem a little
odd coming from a female, but it’s
natural for me,” Anderson said.
“I’m extremely courteous. I’ll open
a door or two, pay for a couple
dates, keep my promises, and
honor and respect my boyfriend
without a problem. Let him take
a break. “I just truly think that
relationships are all about balanced
reciprocity. Chivalry is amazing from
both ends of the relationship.”
Maybe that’s something we
should all strive for, but someone
has to make the first move and
show everyone else how to act.
Shouldn’t it be you?
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Balancing academics, sports is
possible for football, track athlete
By Maryah Person and
Brittney McMillion

I

n high school, a majority of
male athletes are usually
known for their ability, strength,
and endurance in the sport they
participate in.
However, they are usually
unacknowledged for their level
of intelligence or knowledge. A
“dumb jock” is usually the derogatory name given to a majority
of male athletes. It is almost
uncommon to many to find a real
well-rounded student, someone
who maintains being a student
and an athlete full time.
A student who meets and
perhaps exceeds this requirement
is someone that has been able
to maintain a 4.6 GPA all four
years of his high school career
while playing football and running
track. This extraordinary student
is senior Brandon Riley.
Riley, age 17, who wears No. 7
on his jersey, is something like a role
model to many. He stands 5’10”,
weighs 155 pounds, and is a key
component to both sports. Riley has
not only participated in two different
and grueling sports over the past
four years, but has excelled in each.
He is a track and field state finalist
for the 400m dash.
Also at the homecoming
game against Orr High School
on Saturday, October 12, Riley
managed to rack up four tackles,

two pass break-ups, and two punt
return.
Through all his success, Riley
still managed to carry his brother’s
nickname over himself. Freshman
year, “Lil Scooby” was Riley’s
name because of alum and older
brother Melvin Rice Jr.
“As the years went by, the
‘Little’ dropped and everybody
just started calling me ‘Scooby,’”
Riley said.
During his “stressful year” of
high school as a senior, Riley manages to maintain a 4.6 G.P.A on a
5.0-weighted scale and earned a
28 composite score on the ACT.
Riley believes that to be able
to perform this exceptional job on
and off the field, the student must
focus on their study habits and
maintain their time.
“I love music and I’ll always
use it to study,” Brandon said.
“I always come up with creative
ways to study material.”
Its not a shock to anybody
that this young man has done
such a marvelous in both school
and sports.
“Brandon is an exceptional
student,” social sciences teacher
James Adduci said. “I loved him
in my class; he always turned in
phenomenal work.”
Scooby is always spoken
highly of amongst students, staff,
administration, and, of course, his
coaches.
“Brandon Riley is on of my

Senior Brandon “Scooby”
Riley walks with his parents
during Senior Recognition
during halftime at last month’s
homecoming game. (Photo by
Richard Chandler)
most devoted players,” football
head coach Wesley Yates said.
Although this student has
done exceptionally over the
year, he isn’t done yet. Besides
maintaining his GPA and leading his team to victory, Riley has
future plans for college. He plans
on furthering his education at a
four-year university, but he hasn’t
committed just yet, and hopes
to continue playing sports at the
collegiate level.

the community. Customers
wouldn’t have to drive far distances, like to Oak Brook Mall,
just to get a couple of outfits,
but could go to their local mall.
“I definitely would go
to my local mall if they had
designer stores,” sophomore
Malik Banks said. “That’s my
style, that’s what I wear.”
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At season midpoint,
NFL shows who’s a
contender, pretender
T

continued from page 12

something when I can just order
it offline and do something better
with my time.”
If more malls in Chicago
would include designer stores,
such as True Religion, Ralph
Lauren, Burberry, and Gucci, they
would have more customers and
make more sales. It would be
more convenient for people in
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By Thomas Huff
and Charles Bournes
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said. “Other malls have more
stuff. I like to wear stuff like
True Religion, Polo and all that
good stuff.”
Others would rather sit at
home and do their shopping.
“I just go shopping
online,” said Amhad Johnson,
18. “Time is money ,and I’m
not about to wait in line for
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oday in the NFL there
are many teams that
are surprising football fans
and experts, alike, while there
are plenty of others who are
stunningly disappointing.
One team that is a
huge shocker is the new and
improved Kansas City Chiefs
who are enjoying a 9-0 record
and the Indianapolis Colts
with a record of 6-2. Although
they’ve had a pretty soft
schedule with easy wins over
the Jacksonville Jaguars (0-8)
and the New York Giants (2-6),
but also got hard-earned Ws
on the Philadelphia Eagles and
the Dallas Cowboys.
Why the turnaround? The
new head coach of the Chiefs is
defensive-minded Andy Reid,
the old coach from the Eagles.
Maybe not a huge surprise, with perhaps the exception of their domination over
their opponents, is the Denver
Broncos. Star quarterback Payton Manning is continuing to
trash NFL records in the mean
time. Hey, they only have the
No. 1 offense and passing
game in the league, that’s all.
The Mile High team is rolling into the playoffs, looking
like a lock, with only KC and
the New England Patriots (7-2)
being the only squads that
might put up a fight.
One team that is a huge
disappointment is the New
York Giants with a record of
2-6. QB Eli Manning isn’t living up to expectations. Head
coach Tom Coughlin’s strategy
is just played out.
Defensive coordinator
Perry Fewell just can’t seem to
stop anybody run or passing
game. With a tough schedule
ahead of them, Big Blue will

have to come up with a better
strategy.
Nobody, including myself,
believed that the Indianapolis
Colts would have a solid first
half of the season. With QB
Andrew Luck (10 TDs vs. three
picks) only in his second year,
he’s doing a respectable job
keeping the Colts in the playoff running.
Then there’s our own Chicago Bears. This year’s team is
one we all know and sort of love.
After opening the season with
three straight wins, the Bears
went 3-2, but then the injury
bug hit quarterback Jay Cutler
(again), and will likely be out for
at least a couple more weeks.
Probably the best player
on the team, LB Lance Briggs
is out due to a shoulder injury,
so the defense, which has
been struggling at best, is
about to get a lot worse.
Starting DE Julius Peppers
has been hurting lately, and
really hasn’t been much of a
factor on the woeful defense.
And then the Bears
played their arch-enemy,
the Green Bay Packers. On
Monday Night Football. After
losing their last six matchups. And no Briggs or Cutler.
Should have been the beginning of the end for this season.
But, no. somehow retread
QB Josh McCown, who was
first drafted by Arizona in
2002, (and played for five
other NFL teams) leads the
Bears down the field on their
first possession for a TD, passing the whole way!
And then, QB Aaron Rogers gets his collarbone injured,
missing the rest of the game and
maybe even more. Bears win?!
Now with a three-way tie
in the division, and an injury
plagued Packer team, the
Bears have at least a shot at
the division title. Who knew?

Red Sox no longer lovable losers with 7th World Series title
By Elijah McKinnis
and James Davidson

T

he Boston Red Sox
claimed the Major League
Baseball (MLB) world championship
for the third time in the last decade,
seventh time in their history,
Thursday night in front of their
hometown crowd. The Red Sox
became champions of the baseball
world finishing the job in Game 6
against the St. Louis Cardinals.
The Red Sox jumped out to
a 6-0 lead through the first five
innings and easily cruised to a 6-1
victory in Game 6. The 2013 World
Series was the 109th edition of
the major league championship
series, the Red Sox had home field
advantage for the series based off
the American league win in the All
Star game which decides which
league has home field advantage.

The series ran through October 23
through October 30; this was the
fourth meeting by the two teams
in a World Series.
“Boston was the number one
seed; I expected nothing less,”
Red Sox fan Ryan Jamrock said.
“This year has been great.”
Similarly, student and fan Anthony Harden said, “It has been a
great run; I haven’t experienced
such an exciting series in a long
time.”
But for Cards fans, it was a
lousy feeling coming up short, despite eleven World Series championships in their long history.
“It’s a huge disappointment
for a Cardinals fan,” student
Duane Campbell said. “But I am
sure we will be back next year.”
The series, however, was
much more close than the Game
6 rout. Game 1 showed Cardinals
ace Adam Wainwright struggle
from the first pitch to his last. The

Sox came out hacking against
Wainwright, scoring five runs in
the first two innings, and Boston
jumped out in the series with a
win against St. Louis and forced
them to make uncharacteristic
errors, while starter Jon Lester
threw 7 2/3 of shutout baseball.
Final score: 8-1.
Game 2 put rookie Michael
Wacha against veteran John
Lackey. Early in the game there
seemed to be a pitching duel
taking place with both offenses
struggling, but Cardinals Matt
Holiday and Matt Adams scored
two decisive blows against
Boston’s pitching. The Sox lineup
never sustained a legitimate
threat against the Cardinals,
tallying only four hits and two
runs. The Cardinals successfully
bounced back against the Sox behind rookie Michael Wacha’s solid
outing evening out the series 1-1.
Game 3: The series moved

to Busch stadium in St. Louis,
Missouri. In the most unlikely
fashion the Cardinals won on an
obstruction call that allowed the
winning run to score, negating
what appeared to be two outs at
home plate, which would of sent
the game into extra innings.
Obstruction is defined in
the MLB rule book as the act of
a fielder who while not having
possession of the ball impedes
the progress of a runner, the call
happened when Cardinals Allen
Craig tripped over third basemen
Will Middle brooks while trying
to score on a wild throw from
catcher Jarrod Saltalamaccihhi.
It caused a moment of confusion, but when the dust settled,
umpire Jim Joyce’s unusual call
ended the game; it was a controversial call, but MLB confirmed it
was an accurate one.
Game 4 saw the largest paid
crowd in the history of Busch

stadium, surpassing Game 3’s
total record attendance. The
packed-house came to see Lance
Lynn battle Clay Bucholtz, and the
Cardinals struck in the first inning
with a run in the third, but Boston
came back with one run in the
fifth inning and three runs in the
six inning. The Sox scratched up
four runs, which ended up being
enough against the Cards lineup
which only mustered six hits total.
In a rematch of Game 1, Jon
Lester outdueled struggling Adam
Wainwright to give Boston a 3-2
series lead. In Game 5 Lester
continued to dazzle the St. Louis
lineup allowing one run in 7 2/3
frames, Boston catcher David Ross
broke a tie in the seventh with a
home run and Koji Uehara closed
the door and recorded the save.
“We are a young team and
will compete next year,” student
Kenyon Turner said. “Youth is definitely on our side for next year.”
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Girls tennis runners-up in city championship
By Shalby Daniel

T

he Morgan Park tennis
team took 2nd place in
the city championship on October
5 at the Chicago Park District
Waveland Park tennis courts.
The team was without a
coach for their first two matches,
but ended with an outstanding
record of 8-3.
“Seeing the girls without a
coach when school started, after
they worked so hard all summer,
I couldn’t turn them down,” said
coach Joel Ricks, who took the
position.
During the season, not only
did the team learn a lot, but the

coach also did.
“As the season went on, I
was able to learn as I taught the
sport I coach,” he said.
Being a coach is not easy
when its only one person and
trying to correct everything that is
done wrong.
“Most of the girls worked
hard because this is what they
love to do,” Ricks said. “It can be
a tough spot because there are so
many different personalities.”
The season went very well for
the Lady Mustangs.
“The season was great, the
overall experience was wonderful,” team captain Shalby Daniel
said. “I enjoyed every second of
working hard with my team.”

During the season, the team
set many goals to achieve.
“The goals were to work
hard, beat Whitney Young High
School, and make it downstate,”
the captain said.
The team went through a
difficult and long match at state
sectionals, late in October.
“We were on the court for
about four hours and a half, but
gave it our all and [had success],”
Daniel said.
Daniel and West Courtney played doubles in the first
round of IHSA play, losing 6-2
and 7-5 to Oak Park, then won
6-3 and 6-4 over Skokie, but
then lost to Palatine, 6-2 and
6-3.

Sports vie for gym time
By Alonzo Taylor
and Manuel Robinson

S

ports teams have had
some controversy
over use of the the boys south
gymnasium this fall due to all
teams wanting the renovated
athletic space.
Cheerleading, volleyball,
and boys and girls basketball
squads have all had to share one
gym accordingly. But the gym
has to go to whoever is in season
first, according to Wesley Yates,
the spring athletic director.
“Scheduling for practices
is based on who’s in season,”
Yates said. “If you are not in
season, teams that are in season
automatically take precedent
over the gym. From there, the
use of the facilities are based
on the need for the gymnasium
according to each team.”
It is well known that teams
need to practice to stay competitive. The lack of practice
results in the lack of success in
games.
Last season, boys head
basketball coach Nick Irvin and
the Mustangs won a Class 3A
state championship because of

their hard work in practice and on
the court.
A bigger gym would be a
great solution, according to Irvin.
“At the end of the day, I
think we need to tear that gym
down,”Irvin said. “One thing that
Morgan Park does well is giving
top priority to the teams who are
in season. I still think we need to
tear that gym down and build a
bigger one so that it can accommodate everybody.”
However, that appears extremely unlikely, as Morgan Park
has already gotten a $21 million
makeover, and the Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) has already said it will
cut back dramatically on any further
capital improvement projects.
Teams that can’t use the
gym to hold team workouts or
practice seem to have to find
other mechanisms to stay strong
as a team like using the old gym
on the second floor north building. Often times, the old gym is
occupied as well, and it makes it
even harder for teams to workout.
Yet, they still find a way to make
it work.
“It affects our team, but not
to a high degree,” Irvin said.
“We’re a veteran ball club so
we know what we need to do.

Whether it’s hitting the track or
lifting weights, we just have to
find ways to still stay strong as
a team.”
Athletic directors Yates
and Adrian Burrage have a
specific way of splitting up who
get what gym and when. Yates
is head of all summer sports,
while Burrage takes care of
the fall and winter. If questions
remain, see who’s in charge
during the respective season.
“I’m over all of the summer
sports,” Yates said. “If there are
questions about the summer
sports schedules, I am the one
to talk to, while Mrs. Burrage is
the one you talk to during the
fall and winter sports.”
All teams can really ask for
is an equal oppurtunity to be
able to use the gym space. It is
very important to the coaches
and the players to use the gym
for their teams benefit, according to Irvin.
“You know, all the teams
want is an equal amount of
time in the gym,” he said.
“Basketball isn’t yet in season,
but we still would like some
time to use the gym. This is
why a bigger gym could be
very helpful.”

No 3-peat for Heat, say Bulls fans
By Kiana Sutton

M

any Chicago Bulls fans
have been eager to
start the 2013-2014 season, which
is now underway.
The Bulls impressed many, going 8-0 in the preseason, but have
stumbled out of the regular season
gate, going 1-2 (as of Saturday).
With last year being such a
tough year, many fans hope the
Bulls will step their game up with
the returning No. 1 player, point
guard Derrick Rose. The Bulls
started their season off playing
the Miami Heat, losing October
29 by a score of 107-95.
Fans believe since D-Rose is
back, they’ll have a chance to be
No. 1 in the Eastern Conference.
Last year, the Bulls finished
off being No. 3 in the East, which
is good, especially since “a valu-

able player wasn’t present the
entire season,” said eighth grader
and Bulls fan Kyera Johnson, at
John Daniel Shoop Academy.
There are still people who
think Rose won’t have any significant impact on the team.
“I think the Bulls will play the
same way they did last year,” fan
Venus Johnson said.
Some fans believe Tom
Thibodeau, the Bulls head coach,
should’ve kept some players from
last year.
“The Bulls have decent
squad this year,” said sophomore
Colby Johnson. “They lost Nate
Robinson and Marco Bellineli,
which were some key players last
year, so I’ll say they’ll be decent
this year.”
Many hope that Rose will
change up the environment and
carry on the team strong.
”Last year, the Bulls played so

well, as if Derrick Rose was playing,” fan Gregory Johnson said,
“so with Rose being back, I expect
them to do better than ever.”
However, most believe the
Bulls have a lot to prove this
upcoming season.
“I think the Bulls will play
better this year because the MVP
[Derrick Rose] is back, and he’s
going to prove everybody wrong
who said that he wasn’t going to
come off his recovery strong,”
senior and girls varsity basketball
player Shami Goodman said.
Some fans believe that there
are other players who can step up
for this to be a decent 2013-2014
season for the Bulls.
“Marquis Teague and Tony
Snell need to step up, and Joakim Noah comes back wealthy
enough so they’ll be a championship team,” fan Mark Johnson
said.

Sophomore Richaunda Edwards and Randi Smith compete
during a doubles match at the city championship held the
Chicago Park District Waveland Park tennis courts last month.
(Photo by Chakeya Ward)

Some think this is
the year of the Bull
By Lamont Walker
and Zakiyyah Smith

W

ithout All-Pro
Derrick Rose last
season, the Chicago Bulls were
a good team, but they never
had any shot of toppling the
Miami Heat in a seven-game
series.
But with Rose finally back in
action, they have a better chance
to compete for NBA Championship.
“The Bulls are going to
have to readjust to playing
with [D-Rose],” junior basketball player Kain Harris said.
“There are too many good
teams are in the Eastern Conference.”
Hopefully it’s not a bad
omen, but the Bulls took on
arch-enemy Miami Heat to
open the season, but fell
107-95. They’ve since beaten
the Knicks but then lost to the
76ers.
With coach Tom
Thibodeau, who took over the
Bulls in 2010, and since the
mega-trade between LeBron
James and Chris Bosh to Miami
to play for the Heat in the same
year, the Bulls have beaten the
Heat five times in seven regular
season games. In the two wins,
the Bulls did not have their best
player Derrick Rose.
Now that Rose is back,
Bulls fans believe that this year
is the year for Chicago.
“There is a chance,” English teacher Gerald Winston
said. “The problem will be
health. [Joakim] Noah’s foot
has to be right for the whole
season.”
Can they do better than
last year’s 1-4 series loss in the
NBA Conference Semifinals
versus the Heat?
“The Chicago Bulls have
a whole different team since
Derrick Rose [was] out, but still
the shooting guard is the key
to help them win,” Winston
said. “Last season, I was mad
that D-Rose sat out the entire
year, but I have forgiven him
and I’m excited about his
return.”
Can the Bulls finish as the

No. 1 seed in the Eastern Conference? Fans were so excited
for the NBA season to begin
late last month. However,
they’re off to a slow start (as of
Saturday), going 1-2, landing
4th in the Central Division.
“Ah, no!,” Kennedy
claimed. “The Heat will finish
as the number one team in
the Eastern Conference; right
now they are the stronger and
more dominant team. The
Bulls won’t be as great as they
were before just yet, it’s going
to take time, but the Heat, on
the other hand, have been
preparing for this with a full
team.”
The good news with this
rivalry is that the Heat are also
1-2.
Since 2000, the Western
Conference has taken the NBA
title 10 times to the East’s five.
Most of those triumphs took
place in the early part of the
decade, and some think the
tide has turned for the East.
“I think for the first
time since the ‘90s, the
Eastern Conference is top
to bottom superior to the
West,” Winston said. “In the
past, it was just the Bulls
and Heat, but now there
are also the Pacers, Knicks
and Nets. All of those teams
will be fighting for the top
seed because no team really wants to have to play a
Game 7 in Miami--ask the
Spurs. Since the Heat is
veteran team, like the Spurs,
they will rest throughout the
season, while Thibodeau
treats every regular season
game like it’s a Game 7.”
The Bulls will meet the
Heat again on Thursday, December 5.
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Lack of commitment
dooms girls swim team
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FROSH-SOPH VICTORY
continued from page 16

By Courtney Jones
and Oriana Hondras

M

organ Park girls swim
team has not swum to
the best of their abilities for the
2013-2014 season, according to
their head coach.
With a record of 1-5, Gerald
Winston, the coach of the team,
expressed his disappointment in
the team mercilessly.
“This is the worst season
in my 10 years of coaching at
Morgan Park,” he said. “I have
not had a full team except for one
meet, so I have been averaging
five to six girls a meet, because
they always have some excuse
why they can’t be at a swim meet
or can’t be at practice.”
Senior Sameiya Bogan
agreed with her coach.
“The season was pretty bad,”
she said. “We haven’t had a really
good meet since the first one,
really. We won that one.”
Although it doesn’t sound
like the girls are putting in much
effort this season, due to the fact
that a lot of them aren’t showing up to practices and meets,
Winston did have a few girls he
admired on the team for their
constant dedication.
“I have three girls that are always here,” he said. “Can I throw
their names out there? Have

Frosh-soph Mustangs on their way to powering to a win
over Thornton Fractional South early last month.

One of the few MP swimmers competes at a meet against
Kennedy last month. Even though the team has a paltry five girls
in their team photo for the yearbook, there were even fewer who
showed up for meets and practices, the coach said.
to do the shout-outs: Adrianna
Little, Erica Winnick, and Sameiya
Bogan.”
Bogan is just as disappointed
with the season as her coach.
“I don’t even expect much
from the team anymore,” she said.
When asked his opinion of if
he thinks the season will improve,
Winston, once again, expressed
his disillusion, due to the lack of
commitment to the team.
“No, the season’s over, it’s
bad, it’s horrible,” he said. “We
didn’t even make it to city relays
because we don’t have enough
girls that are committed to do it,
so no, it won’t get better.”

Bogan agreed with her coach
once more on this issue.
“Our last [meet] was bad,”
she said. “We could have all took
practice more seriously, and it
could have been more people
and more dedication. We didn’t
do really good because of that.”
He insisted that he further
his disappointment by further
expressing it.
“No wait, I got a better
quote. I got a better quote,” he
said. “The only way this season
could get better, for me, is if it
ended yesterday. Only through
that would it be better, thank you
very much.”

team.” He wants to see if
someone can potentially help
the varsity squad immediately
and who needs a little more
development.
“We aren’t carrying any
dead weight right now, and if
a freshman can come in and
show he’s capable of doing I
ask him to do then he will play
in games for us,” Yates said. “I
never discriminate, but you will
have to prove to me--if you’re
a freshman or sophomore--you
can bang with the big boys. We
will see what are young bucks
are made of during scout-O
and scout-D evaluations.”
Fro-soph had a productive
season finishing with a record
6-1, with the only loss coming to Mount Carmel and a
rain-out game against Thornton
Township. Assistant head coach
Alonzo Harris was rather happy
with the way his team showed
resilience after recovering from

an 0-2 start (the first game was
stopped due to weather conditions; final score 13-6).
“We came together as a
team and played to the best of
our capabilities,” Harris said.
“Now our focus has to shift; we
will enjoy this conference title
briefly and get back at it. The
ones we are bringing up on
varsity will have to turn everything up if they want to make
an impact on varsity.”
Sophomore Darien Campbell is being brought up to be
evaluated as a offensive/defensive lineman. He stood out in
the regular season according
to fellow fro-soph teammates.
“I just want a chance to
put on a varsity uniform and do
whatever it takes to help the
team when a championship,”
Campbell says. “I will work hard
in practice and show Wes Yates
I’m good enough to contribute
on this level of competition.”

NEW SEASON, EXPECTATIONS
continued from page 16

core fan base, and they believe
they are going to have one of the
best seasons this year.
“I go to every girls basketball
game faithfully and have been
since freshman year,” senior Jade
Appling said. “I hope this season
will be a lot different with a new
head coach. I believe they will
make it further this year if the

just take the right steps and work
hard.”
Changing their attitudes will
be the hardest part of changing
this team around. They need to
get it under control and start listing to the coaches more.
“I don’t have a problem
with running these girls forever,”
assistant coach Edward Ivory

said. “In order for them to have a
great season this year, and want
to make it their best, they have
to learn to listen to what we are
telling them. We won’t lead them
in the wrong direction.”
Thomas Johnson had been
the head coach for eight years,
and the last four years his record
was 94-28. He had advanced to

three Public League tournament
finals and one semifinal and also
led the girls to the sectional finals
three times and to the a semifinals once.
Every year, high school
squads have to endure significant
change, especially among their
student athletes, as they move
on after graduation. However,

this basketball team appears to
endure the adversity of change
year-after-year.
“This is my second year with
this team although I’m a junior, I
skipped sophomore year here,”
junior forward Tammy Russell
said. “I will step up and be one of
the leaders next year along with
other teammates.”

hoped to play, but hasn’t been
cleared for eligibility by CPS officials yet due to a controversial
transfer from Harlan to Bishop
Noll High School in Indiana.
Starting practice the second
week of school Monday-Sunday,
4:15 p.m.-8:00 p.m. (or later),
these Mustangs have become
eager to win again. Now missing
four star players from last season
(Billy Garret Jr., Kyle Davis, Xavier
Taylor, and Markee Williams),
these Mustangs must take time to
adjust to playing without them.
Still believing that they
are indeed the best they have
insisted on having an even better
season than the one from last
year.
“I think we can win state
again,” said Josh Cunningham,
center and senior. “We are still
filled with a lot of great talent,
we’re comfortable together, and
we play great together. We are
a hungry family, starving to win
another championship.”
Ranging with members from

sophomores to seniors, the boys
varsity basketball team is full of
different sizes, talents, strengths,
and weaknesses. Though they
aren’t all the same, they play as
one, as one unit, and as a team.
“I know we’re going to win
again,” said Lamont Walker,
power forward and senior. “No
one in 3A can touch us. We’re too
talented, and we have the best
defenders in the nation.”
Filling in for the missing
talents of last season, the “Big
Three” this year is said to be
Cunningham, Johnson, and
Walker. With the help from
their junior talent Kain Harris
a starting small forward, and
sophomore talent Charlie Moore
a starting point guard, these
Mustangs are prepared to take
on any team.
“I guarantee another state
championship this year,” Harris
said. “I believe we’re going to win
it until I graduate. We’re just too
good--along with the fact that we
have the best coach in town.”

MUSTANGS SEEK THIRD TITLE
continued from page 16

This fall the Mustangs will
compete in the 3A Class again.
They will face off teams from last
season, such as rivals Simeon

Career Academy, and new opponent Hyde Park High School-two schools with good talent. At
least the Mustangs won’t have

2
0
1
4?
First there was the 1976 team that won the state title, and then
it took another 37 years to win another one in 2013. Can the
Mustangs do it two years in a row?

to contend with the Wolverines’
Jabari Parker, who is now playing
for Duke University.
They are determined to play
and beat any team they may
come encounter with and go
down state and bring back yet
another championship trophy and
ring.
With five returning seniors
on the team, Josh Cunningham,
Torry Johnson, Lamont Walker,
Dellan Wheatley, and Mannie
Robinson, they all have agreed
they are now unstoppable and a
force to be reckon with.
“I am very confident in the
boys basketball team to repeat
state title,” said Torrence Johnson, combo guard and senior. “I
feel like our team has a threeheaded monster that can’t be
stopped in 3A or 4A, especially
with the best coach in all of Chicago high schools.”
One new addition to the
squad is also a big (literally big)
question mark. Lamous Brown
who towers others at 6’ 11”, is
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Defending 5A champion Broncos
too much for 16th seed Mustangs
By Marcel Harrell
and Jareem Fleming

By Tahje Hartley

T

he Mustangs have held
their head up high this
year, despite playing formidable
opponents such as defending
Class 8A state champion Mt.
Carmel (9-1) in the second game
of the season, and most recently
playing Montini (10-0) last
Saturday in the first round of the
Illinois High School Association
(IHSA) 5A playoffs.
Did the match-up in Lombard
look good? The Broncos are a
five-time Class 5A champ, ripping
off the last four titles in a row and
are considered the second best
team in Illinois.
It looked like the perfect
David vs. Goliath scenario, and
once the game began, it looked
like a possible upset in the making. Montini’s QB was picked off
by safety Jevaughn Morgan on
the first two drives of the game,
and he threw another interception
later on in the half.
Unfortunately, the Mustang
offense wasn’t able to generate any significant yardage, only
gaining 90 yards the entire game.
Worse yet, the Broncos D took

T

Mustangs quarterback Timothy Smith hands off to running
back Charles Bournes early in the first half of the IHSA playoff
game against the defending Class 5A champion Montini
Broncos last Saturday afternoon. Unfortunately, MP was
only able to generate 90 total yards during the match-up. Safety Jevaughn Morgan’s (inset) two
picks on the first two Bronco drives gave the Mustangs an opportunity for an upset, but they were
unable to capitalize. (Photos by Brittney McMillion)

IHSA State Playoff History
14 straight appearances
18 appearances in since 1975 (16-18 overall)
One of only two Public League teams to ever
reach semifinals (2004)

Public League Championship
since 2000
2012 (L) against Simeon, 35-14
2010 (L) against Curie, 40-34 (OT)
2007 (W) against Simeon, 22-7
2006 (L) against Hubbard, 27-14
2005 (W) against Simeon, 18-14
2002 (L) against Dunbar, 30-20
2001 (W) against Dunbar, 52-48

Prep Bowl
2007 (L) against St. Rita, 31-7
2005 (W) against Brother Rice, 14-13 (OT)
(First Prep Bowl win in school history)
2001 (L) against Mt. Carmel, 50-0
(First Prep Bowl appearance)
1971 (L) against St. Rita, 18-12

the ball away five
times and ended
up winning the
game 43-6.
The Mustangs did manage to score a
defensive TD
when Deonte
Thomas snagged
a pick and
returned it late
in the second
quarter.
However, the
team’s playoff run
isn’t over yet, as
they now return to
the Chicago Public
League championship round, and
maybe a run at the

Prep Bowl title, too. The Mustangs
will take on Al Raby tomorrow at 7
p.m. at Gately Stadium.

Season has had
its ups and downs
The Mustangs continued a
rollercoaster year, dropping a last
second nail-biter to the Robeson
Raiders (6-3) on October 4, but
quickly rebounded dismantling
the Orr Spartans (0-9), 56-0,
homecoming weekend.
The early afternoon game
was lopsided on paper, and the
Mustangs proved that early as
they acquired a running clock
before halftime. The Mustang
offense made it look easy scoring
every time they touched the ball
in the first half, and the defense

New coach, line-up may
make the difference for Lady Mustangs
By Nyjiah Muhammad
and Chakeya Ward

T

he girls basketball team
plans to have a breakout
season this fall due to new coaching
and a harder-working team.
Former assistant and new
head coach Kendonica Taylor
plans to dominate this season
with help from assistant coach
Edward Ivory. There will be new
and former players; also, there
will be new plays and better
attitudes to improve upon their
impressive record of last year,
24-6, and making it beyond the
semi-finals.
“The Lady Mustangs are
going to look great this season,”
Coach Taylor said. “I plan to make
major changes in attitudes and

Fro-soph
team wins
divisional
title

helped along too, securing a
three-and-out almost every drive.
The game was dominated
by senior starting quarterback
Timothy Smith, who threw for four
long-yardage bombs and added
another on the ground. This
type of play has become more
prevalent from Smith as he has
improved steadily as the season
went on. Head coach Wesley
Yates expressed high praise of his
star quarterback.
“I think he has done a tremendous job learning the system
as quickly as he has,” Yates said.
“He just has an instinct for the
game which has really helped us

Please turn to page 12 for

STILL ALIVE IN
PUBLIC LEAGUE

he freshman
and sophomore
football team finished the
regular season off with a
divisional CPS championship
after winning their final
game against Washington
High School.
The Mustangs ran off
five games in a row in their
conference and dominated
each opponent with ease.
Head coach Terry Atkins
led the surge with excellent
preparation and most importantly excellent motivation.
“Man, our guys worked
hard this entire season, they
busted their tails from the
beginning of training camp
up to this point,” Atkins
said. “Some of the guys
played so well that they
have earned a shot at getting some varsity time, now
that our season is over and
varsity is getting ready for
the playoffs.”
The young Mustangs
capped their regular season
with a 65-0 win over their
opponent Washington High
School. However, the victory
was short-lived because the
next day they were brought
up to varsity to help add
depth as they head into the
state playoffs. This will be a
quick transition for the several players being brought
up to a much faster pace
with stronger athletes.
According to head
varsity coach Wesley Yates,
he plans on using the new
players as part of the “scout

Please turn to page 15 for

FROSH-SOPH
VICTORY

Two in a row? It may be so,
says coach, players
By Robin Kennedy and Alan Cail

listing skills. There will be slight
changes to our game plan, and I
have an idea of who the starters
might be.”
There are only two seniors left this season, meaning
people won’t expect much from
the team because last year’s
team was mostly made up of
upperclassmen who were key
players.
“I think our team is looking
well put-together so far,” senior
shooting guard Shami Goodman
said. “This is my last year, and I
really want to make the best of
it. I want to make it all the way
downstate this year and will put
in all the time and hard work
needed.”
Some people believe just
because there is a new head coach

there will be a totally different team.
“I feel indifferent about
having a new head coach this
season,” senior point guard
Bhrea Griffin said. “I think the
changes made won’t affect me
as an individual but differently on
the team. I plan to take advantage of the new coaching and
have a better season than last
year and even work harder than I
ever have.”
Not as many people attend
the girls basketball games as they
do the boys who won the Illinois
High School Association Class 3A
title last spring. The girls, however, do have a regularly-attending

Please turn to page 15 for

NEW SEASON,
EXPECTATIONS

T

he boys varsity basketball team ended their 2012-13
basketball season as the state’s 3A Class champions last
spring, with a season record of 33-3, on Saturday, March 16, 2013
in Peoria, Illinois.
Not winning a state title since 1976 against Aurora West
High School (45-44) in the Class 2A, the varsity team made a
long-awaited return, winning the Illinois High School Association
(IHSA) championship against the Cahokia Comanches.
With help from head coach Nick Irvin, they were able to work
hard and pursue their high school dream of winning a championship title.
“Of course we can win [again],” Coach Nick said. “I am the
best coach in town working with some of the best talents in high
school basketball. We would’ve won 4A, if we were in 4A.”
Irvin, a former Carver basketball star, was first hired to coach
at Morgan Park in 2008, after then-coach Mandel Oliver lost his
job amid a Chicago Public Schools investigation into an alleged
paddling incident of a player.
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