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MP returns to Level 2, non-probationary status
W

hat a difference a
year can make.
The administration learned
on Friday that Morgan Park
High School has returned to
being a Level 2 school and is
no longer on probation, via an
email that announced Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) schoolby-school performance levels
for the 2013-2014 school year
are now available (although, as
of Saturday, the 2012 School
Progress Report was still
posted on the CPS website).
CPS declared in a press
release that many elementary
and high schools in the system
improved significantly last year,
stating that the “results are the
highest percentage of schools
in the good standing category

since the policy was implemented
in 2008 and represent how many
CPS schools are making the necessary progress toward improving
their academic standing.”
The school learned late last
November that MP had slipped
to Level 3, or had “Low Academic
Standing,” and was placed on
probation.
Under the CPS Performance
Policy, schools earn up to 42
points for many different metrics,
or measurements, including their
academic trends, student growth
on standardized tests, and graduation rates. Schools earn a level
rating based on the percentage
of points they earn for their successes in the various areas.
The 2012-2013 Level 3 rating
was incurred because we earned

less than 44 percent of the total
points (42) possible; only 13.67
points, or 32.5 percent of the
total possible. According to the
released data examining the
four-year trend, MP had not been
improving enough in areas including the PSAE math and reading,
ACT scores, freshmen on-track
to graduate, and International
Baccalaureate and Advanced
Placement testing success.
Our rise to a Level 2 rating was
delivered because we collected
21.67 points, or 51.6 percent.
Although four of the nine metrics
(plus EPAS reading and math gains
categories) remained relatively
unchanged, the others improved
significantly: PSAE Reading/Meets/
Exceeds % (rose from 40.8 percent
to 50.5), One Year Drop Out Rate

(fell from 3.8 percent to 2.8), Adjusted Attendance Rate (rose from
83.4 percent to 87.3), Freshmen
On-Track (rose from 63.4 percent
to 74.2), and AP/IB Success % (rose
18.9 percent to 29.1).
Just as importantly, and
surprising, is the fact that MP is no
longer on probation. Many were
under the impression that once a
school is placed on probation, that
school must return to Level 2 or 1
status for two consecutive years to
be removed from the list. However, according to the Performance
Policy, that is only for schools that
have been on probation for two or
more consecutive years.
The principal, Dr. Carolyn
Epps, was thrilled when she
learned of the news and made
the announcement to the school

over the public address system
during eighth period. Later,
she said that the increased
efforts by all lifted us to Level 2
status, but it was the Freshmen
On-Track increase (number
of freshmen who don’t fail a
core class) that was especially
satisfying.
“Meeting [with the freshmen] in the spring made a
big difference,” Dr. Epps said,
noting that many teachers who
were part of the Freshmen OnTrack Committee, coordinated
by English teacher Nicole Ortman, mentored three to four
students after school to help
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District budget crisis cuts schools deeply
By Marcellus Freeman

C

hicago Public Schools
(CPS) implemented its
massive budget cuts to schools
across Chicago causing layoffs at
most schools, with Morgan Park
being no exception. However,
many schools, including MP
received something of a financial

reprieve once CPS finalized local
budgets after the 20th day of
school last week.
At the beginning of the
school year, on July 1, CPS
schools, elementary and high
school, issued preliminary
budgets using a new “Per Pupil
Funding” system to calculate
how much money each school

receives. With CPS claiming a $1
billion deficit, schools across the
district were given the grim news
of a significantly reduced operating budget; MP lost $1.3 million.
Being that most of the
school’s $9,436,957 is allocated
to staff salaries, the reduced budget hit that area greatest, with 17
total positions initially lost.

“The loss of money and the
budget cuts have really hurt us
because we had to lose several
teaching positions which is why
we have classes without teachers,”
Principal Dr. Carolyn Epps said.
It was hoped that MP would
regain upwards of $600,000 if the
school could increase its student
population to 1500 from around
1425 at the start of school in
August. That’s why some classes

had substitute teachers--many of
whom were retired MP teachers.
These “placeholder” teachers
will fill the void until the school
gets added funds for regularly
assigned teachers.
“We are trying to find seasoned teachers in their specific
area of expertise, rather than
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Many physical education classes, such as teacher Joel Ricks second period drivers education
class (shown above), are crowded with 50 students on the section rosters. Most classrooms
have been impacted by the Chicago Public School’s budget crisis, either by having placeholder
substitute teachers fill the role until a school budget is finalized after the 20th day, and/or by
having an increased class size.
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ut just over four
weeks into the
school year, CPS, led by CEO
Barbara Byrd-Bennett, finalized
individual school budgets,
giving some schools, including
MP, some welcome news.
“Based on 20th day enrollment, your school [MP] has
higher than projected enrollment this school year and will
receive additional funding

for each additional student,”
Byrd-Bennett announced in an
email on September 24 to local school council members.
Dr. Epps was elated
when she was notified of the
specifics as to how much more
funding the school would get.
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Respect the cellphone freedom, or see it soon stripped
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By Ashley Evans

R

ed

emember last school
year when we couldn’t
bring any drinks to school
anymore? That unpleasantness
resulted from somebody who
thought it would be a fine idea to
pack an alcoholic cocktail as part
of his/her healthy lunch. Brilliant.
Thanks to that thoughtless
act, the consequences were
swift and absolute for the entire
student body: zero tolerance for
any liquids--even clear, unopened
bottles of water. And don’t
forget that this was before the
air cooling system was up and
running, so everyone had the
choice of going thirsty or sipping

EMPEHI News encourages readers to
express their opinions or respond to stories, editorials or columns by writing letters to the editor. All letters must have a
name and division number. We reserve
the right to edit all letters for mechanics, length, and content. Please submit
responses with name and division to Mr.
Majeske or any member of the newspaper, or to KEMajeske@cps.edu.

that sewage that passes for H20
which trickles from the water
fountains.
As high school students,
we need to start acting more
responsible. The latest update to
the cellphone policy was put in
place to give us some personal
time without any hassle. It was
made as a compromise and it
shouldn’t be abused.
We have only been in school
for a few weeks now, and I feel
that some are already jumping
all over that administrative line
drawn in the sand.
Some students go so far as
to play their music out loud on
their iPhone like they’re hanging
out on a L platform, instead of
respecting the use of their phones
when they’re in the hallways.
Really?
The new policy was clearly
communicated that headphones
must be used when listening
to music or watching videos in
allowable locations. Is this really
a burden? Ears to sensitive for
some ear buds? Think everyone
else wants to hear some bootleg
song on that tinny-sounding
speaker on your iPod?
I don’t understand why
people are so careless to the fact
that this policy moderation was
essentially a gift, a gift that could
quickly be stripped away. The
policy could easily change back

Morgan Park High School
1744 West Pryor Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60643
Dr. Carolyn D. Epps, Principal
Dr. Mark Simmons, Assistant Principal
Mrs. Gail Tennial, Assistant Principal
EMPEHI News is a student publication of Morgan
Park High School whose goal is to inform the student
body as to school news, as well as local, national,
and world issues. The views expressed in the editorials are not necessarily those of Morgan Park
High School. The views in columns, reviews and
commentaries are those only of the writers.

2013-2014 EMPEHI News Staff

Editors
Ashley Evans, James Jackson, Maya James, Brittney McMillion, Maryah Person,
Kiana Sutton, and Maggie West.
Reporters (1st period)
Shauntice Allen, Quincy Beaird, Joshua Borck, Jordan Burwell, Taylor Cole, Kayla
Cruse, Marcel Harrell, Ogi Harvey, Jaleah Holcomb, Oriana Hondras, Dequan
Hoover, Jessica Jackson, Thomas Jackson, Mia Jacobs, Torrence Johnson, Courtney Jones, Maurice Jones, Kyler Laurnet, Maya Morris, Nyjiah Muhammad, Byron
Patterson, Brandon Riley, Brittani Shade, Ashley Shorter, Diamond Sims, Asha
Smith, and Chakeya Ward.
Reporters (4th period)
Kyel Alexander, Bryana Beasley, Charles Bournes, Samantha Brown, Alan Cail,
Raven Carr, James Davison, Tyrone Dennis, Marcellus Freeman, Stephen Green,
Bhrea Griffin, Thomas Huff, Ryen Jamrock, Robin Kennedy, Jaquan Kilgore, Kayla
Lee, Jada Long, Elijah McKinnis, Kristen Miles, Alexia Moore, Nikia Patrick, Jonathan Philpot, Manuel Robinson, Briana Simmons, Alonzo Taylor, Yardayn Watkins,
Jacqueline Weekly, Dariana Willliams, and Brandy Wilson.
Reporters (5th period)
Dana Anderson, Jabari Ben-Yisrael, Peter Blankson, Unique Boyd, Shalby Daniel,
Dominique Davis, Rockey Davis, Londyn Durley, Jareem Fleming, Shami Goodman, Tahje Hartley, Ahnnyshia Hibler, Markus Johnson, Joshua Jordan, Lashawn
Lewis, Ashley Lowery, Bashia Powell, Tyshay Russell, Anaja Smith, Zakiyyah
Smith, Taliyah Spells, Destine Steward, Timia Strickland, Shania Thompson, Tiera
Townsend, Justin Truman, Lamont Walker, Danielle Washington, Rahman Williams,
and Rockyel Wilson.
Contributing Photographers
Korine Britt, Richard Chandler, Randi Crawford, and Brittney McMillion
Advisor		
Mr. Keith		
Majeske		

Association Membership
Scholastic Press Association
of Chicago			

Production
Regional Publishing Corp.
Palos Heights, Illinois

to how it used to be. That would
mean no electronics use, period,
no matter where you are in the
building.
Many freedoms once
enjoyed by Mustangs evaporated
as an administrative reaction to
students stepping over some
realistic boundaries. It’s not that
long ago that all students at MP
had open campus privileges
during the lunch periods. Lunch
at McDonalds, Burger King, or
Home of the Hoagie wasn’t just
some delirious fantasy, students
really got to eat some decent
food instead of being trapped in
the cafeteria that offers chickenlike flavored pucks.
But when students continued
to return to school late from a
leisurely lunch--if they returned
at all--ignoring threats that the
administration would close the
campus altogether, doomsday
finally came and out went that
special privilege. Thanks a lot,
ignorant Class of 2000-whatever.
It’s up to us as students to
realize when we have something
benefiting us to keep it and not
be the reason it disappears.
We need to understand that,
of course, we want to use our
phones, but there is a clear and
distinct boundary line that must
be respected. Cellphones and
other electronic music devices
shouldn’t be visible as you walk
into your classroom--right at the
doorway threshold.
Even so, many teachers still
disagree with the policy and
would like to see school officials
rescind it, generally because we
don’t learn how to appreciate
things. Some students have their
phone out and start to put it away
after they enter the classroom,

and when warned, they cop an
attitude saying, “I am putting it
away.” Great. You couldn’t do
that a few steps before hitting the
door? Is it really that much of an
inconvenience for you?
Honestly, in some of my
classes, I do tend to leave my
phone sitting on the desk, and
some teachers ignore it. I’m not

saying that it’s okay, but some
teachers are lenient. When a
teacher asks you to put your
phone up, do so without an
attitude. If you fail to follow
directions after your warning, you
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Help MP help us by turning in your forms
By Maggie West

have. But yet it's so hard to figure
out why?
Every year all Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) students are
required to turn in a completed
lunch form. The purpose of it is
to figure out if students need to
pay free, reduced or full priced
lunches. It's determined by how
much income comes into your
household.
Over the summer CPS,
levied major budget cuts across
all schools, including MP. We've
lost plenty of faculty over it which

o
t
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ave you ever
thought that maybe
you're the reason why the
school doesn't reach it's fullest
potential? It's so easy to point
the finger at someone else
instead of yourself because
let's face it, who wants to be at
fault for something?
It's easy to complain and
whine about things that's not
being done or not available to

e

caused some classes to be
without any teachers. With the
help of the lunch forms, the
school gains money.
Once lunch forms are
submitted, officials can identify
which students are considered
low income, and the school
gets funding to help support
those students. The more
needy students a school has,

Please turn to page 7 for

TURN IN
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Tis
edthe season for relationships?

itori

By Kiana Sutton

S

eptember 1st marks
the beginning of
the year that people hop into
relationships. Due to the weather,
the summer is a the time when
people want to be young, wild,
and free, while winter is being
cuddled up and watching a movie
with your special someone. This is
known as “cuffing season” or the
“thirst rush”
Cuffing season is the time
of the year when single people
seem more than willing to settle
down with just one person. This
unofficial season takes place

al

from the beginning of fall as the
weather becomes colder, but the
end date is unclear.
As the heat rises, people
become single, but as it gets cold
people become taken.
According to Urban Dictionary, during the fall and winter
months, people who are normally
single or promiscuous find themselves along with the rest of the
world desiring to be “cuffed” or
tied down by a serious relationship.
Teens claim they want to be
free in the summer. People start
dressing more provocative and
partying a lot. Why cheat if you

can be single, right? This happens
a lot in the summer time. People
seem not to be tamed, and out of
control when the heat rises.
It’s the men that take cuffing
season too serious, it makes them
“feel some type of way.”
Guys love being single in
the summer to do whatever they
please, but want to be so in love
with their wifey in the winter.
The summer is when everyone is outside due to the nice
weather with barely any clothes
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District calendar, new this year, features fewer breaks
By Byron Patterson

L

ooking forward to a fall
vacation in October
this year? Think again; that’s
gone, as is the three-week winter
intercession and the two weeks
off in the spring.
The teachers union and the
school board created a unified
school calendar for the 20132014 school year, according to a
CPS press release way back on
December 14, something many
have forgotten, especially regarding all the holiday changes and
other important dates.
“This calendar will eliminate
multiple track schedules, giving
students across the District the
same start and end dates and
days off,” the press release states.
“This will be of great benefit
to families who currently have
students enrolled in both Track E
and Track R schools.”
In late August, on the 26th,
all CPS students were expected
in be in school on opening day,
which was either later for the
former Track E schools (like MP),
or earlier for the former Track R
schools.
There were 244 elementary
and high schools which employed
the Track E, or “year-round”
schedule, which opened the
2012-2013 school year early on
August 13. There were 334 which
opened their year on Tuesday,
September 4, 2012 (the day after
Labor Day). Charter schools (96
campuses) and contract schools
(seven campuses) have their own

start dates.
Morgan Park joined approximately 200 schools that were using the Track E calendar in August
2010.
While student reviews are
mixed regarding the new calendar, the teachers are fine with it.
They like it since the school year
is designed to add 30 percent
more days of school, bringing it
to a total of 180 average school
days.
Some say it’s better simply
because there is only one set of
dates to follow, rather than two.
“I like the new calendar because everybody is on the same
schedule,” substitute teacher Kelli
Smith said. “It’s easier to work
around for the working families, and it just makes life much
easier.”
The students, on the other
hand, are not very pleased about
the calendar.
“Track E was way better than
this one,” said Ahmeer Majied, a
senior, “there were more breaks
and they were much longer. I’m
just used to the old Track E since
we’ve been on it for so long, so
it’s going to take me a while to
get used to the new idea.”
And he wasn’t exactly crazy
about starting back a week before
the traditional day-after Labor
Day start.
“I feel like it’s unfair since we
still started school in August,”
Majied said.
However, the school year will
close at its earliest in many years:
Tuesday, June 10 is the last day
for students.

WHAT’S OLD IS NEW AGAIN. The CPS unified calendar is essentially how the district coordinated

its school year before it experimented with multiple various “tracks,” most notably Track E. All
schools, elementary and high schools, are on the same calendar, with the same holidays, quarter
and semester beginnings and endings, as well as the same opening day and last day of school.
The only notable vacations are two weeks in December and one week in April, unlike seven total
weeks introduced with Track E fall, winter, and spring intersessions.
Many students kind of felt the
same way about the calendar for
this school year as Majied, though.
Some of the students enjoyed different season breaks then others.
While most enjoyed fall break,
there were some who enjoyed the
lengthy winter break more.

“Winter break was my favorite break though out the school
year for the last three school
years,” said another senior, Taliyah Spells. “That break was one
of the longest, so I hate the fact
that we only getting two weeks
this year now. They could’ve at

least waited till we graduated to
start making changes.”
The only vacations that
remain are a reduced two-weeks

Please turn to page 8 for
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MP welcomes three new faculty members, more to come
By Stephen Green

O

nly three new teachers
have been hired to fill
up the vacated positions since
the school year started, although
more may be forthcoming since
the school received a significant
budget increase last week.
Over the summer, multiple
teachers were laid off because of
the dramatic budget cuts on local
schools, while some others moved
on to other positions (including
English teacher Kathy Braggs who
is now the International Baccalaureate Programme coordinator at
Hyde Park High School, English
teacher Lashandra Smith-Rayfield
who transferred to Lindblom College Preparatory, Ellen Martinsek
who transferred to Jones College
Preparatory, and English teacher
Faith Pledger who left to earn a
doctoral degree). With all these
vacancies, MP has been struggling
to gain funding to pay for teacher
positions to help fill all the classes
with placeholder instructors.
“We just have to wait for CPS
to give us enough funds to gain
more teachers,” said Dr. Carolyn
Epps, the principal. “It was hard
for us to lay off so many great
teachers. As soon as we gain
enough funds from CPS, vacant
positions will be filled immediately and these great students will
gain the education they deserve.”
It appears that this may,
indeed, be the case, as CPS
informed the principal that MP will

get an additional $401,854, based
solely on the student population
that rose from the projected 1275
(over the summer) to the current
enrollment of 1431. The school
budget declined $1.3 million compared to the 2012-2013 budget.
Although that may seem to
be a great deal of money, it is still
not enough to cover the over 30
class sections that are currently
unfilled with a regularly assigned
teacher. A few teachers will be
hired, some current staffers will
be asked to teach a sixth class for
overtime, while nearly half of sections will be collapsed.
In contrast to the enormous
group that came in 2011, with
a total of 19 new teachers, this
year (so far) only three have been
hired, just like in 2010.
Among them, a veteran
teacher ready to help as much as
he can, is Stephen Bayles, a mathematics teacher.
“Before I came to the
Morgan Park family, I have been
teaching 20 years,” Bayles said.
The veteran teacher holds
master’s degrees in business and
in the educational administration
from the University of Iowa. The
courses he teaches are Algebra,
Geometry, and Advanced Algebra
with Trigonometry.
He had worked at Evergreen
Park High School located at 99th
Street and Kedzie Avenue, prior
to arriving at MP. He was also a
coach for soccer, baseball, track,
and cross country.

Stephen Bayles

Lauren Dipego

Duc Le

Math Department

English Department

English Department

“I would love to be a coach
for any of the great teams here at
Morgan Park,” he said.
Although Bayles has been here
for only a short time, he feels the
students and staff are wonderful and
the whole community is great.
“These good students allow
me to teach,” he said.
Another new faculty member
is one of the new English teachers, Duc Le.
Le worked at Dunbar Vocational Career Academy and Lincoln Park High School for a total of
four years before coming to MP.
He has a bachelor’s degree in
secondary education and English,
and teaches English III and Classical
Literature. He came to the Home of

the Mustangs because he wanted
to join the Morgan Park family.
In his free time, Le loves to
jog, he loves to watch the Chicago Bulls, and he is a self-proclaimed beast at playing NBA2K,
pretty much challenging all the
NBA2K players at MP. If he had
the opportunity, he would help
coach the volleyball team.
“I really like the staff and
students at Morgan Park,” Le
said. “Everyone has been very
welcoming.”
The youngest teacher of
the three is 27 year-old English
teacher Lauren Dipego. She has
a B.A. in English and graduated
from the University of Illinois.
Dipego has been working for

two years at Collins High School.
In her free time she loves to
read, dance, and teach Zumba
classes. She is also planning her
wedding which is going to this fall.
The English teacher also loves
football and basketball; her favorite sports teams are the Chicago
Bulls and the Chicago Bears.
She is fluent in speaking
Spanish, and said she would have
taught Spanish if she didn’t go
into teaching English classes.
“This school’s curriculum is
very good, and I am happy to be
a big help to the Morgan Park
staff,” Dipego said. “The students
are really smart and the staff is
very helpful. This school year is
going to be fun!”
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T

he school principal hired
Dr. Mark Simmons over
the early part of the summer to
be the second of two assistant
principals, in order to better
manage the school operations.
Simmons joins Principal
Carolyn Epps, PhD, and Assistant
Principal Gail Tennial to lead the
school’s administrative team. Dr.
Epps was chosen by the Local
School Council in the spring after
a difficult, nearly two-year search.
Although for the past two
years the school was operated
by two interim principals who
served during two separate
periods, and Assistant Principal
Remy Washington, Morgan Park
has traditionally had at least two
assistant principals; when the
student population was upwards
of 2400, there were actually three.
Simmons’ role is integral
to the smooth and successful
operation of the school, of which
he is no stranger.
“I want the students to have
the same experiences I had or
better than I had at MPHS,”
Simmons said, being an Empehi
alumnus, Class of 1990.”I feel

SPORTS

M

Dr. Mark Simmons, photographed earlier in the school year
outside the cafeteria. Then latest assistant principal is a former
MP student, Class of 1990.
I can impact the environment,
as well as helping the student
athletes.”
In fact, Simmons was a part
of the 1990 varsity Mustang
baseball team. That was the same
year he was selected in the MLB
(Major League Baseball) June
Amateur Draft. He mainly played
third base during his minor ball
career which lasted until 1995,
according to Baseball Reference.

com. He played for the AZL Angels, the Boise Hawks, the Cedar
Rapids Kernals, and the Lake
Elsinore Storm.
When Simmons signed with
the Angels, he was 17-years-old.

Please turn to page 8 for
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any Mustangs may
have noticed this
school year that some teachers
and staff members you may
have grown to love or even
hate are no longer here at
Morgan Park High School.
Shocked or quietly glad
about the disappearance of a
certain faculty member, you still
may have wondered what happened to them, why has this
happened, and did they leave
willingly or did they get fired.
“Let’s not use the word
fired,” said Dr. Carolyn Epps,
the principal.“I would prefer to
say displaced.”
Teachers were generally displaced based upon
seniority, meaning if you work
for a shorter amount of time
you were likely to be one
of the many who lost their
jobs due to the budget cuts
Chicago Public School placed
on schools at the start of the
school year in July.
Eighteen teachers were
displaced and an office clerk

was let go, while only four
teachers actually left on their
own (including English teacher
Kathy Braggs who is now the
International Baccalaureate
Programme coordinator at
Hyde Park High School, English
teacher Lashandra Smith-Rayfield who transferred to Lindblom College Preparatory, Ellen
Martinsek who transferred to
Jones College Preparatory, and
English teacher Faith Pledger
who left to earn a doctoral
degree).
In total, 22 teachers are no
longer at Morgan Park.
“CPS has a $1 billion
deficient, and as a result of
this, teachers had to be let go
because of the financial situation,” Dr. Epps said. “We may
not like it, but it is what had to
be done.”
It was hoped that student
enrollment would rise to 1500
from the initial CPS projection
of 1275. Although the school

Please turn to page 9 for
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Let the countdown to homecoming begin
By Bashia Powell
and Anaja Smith

M

ustangs are in
for a treat during
Homecoming Week (October
7-12) at Morgan Park High
School, as a tradition for many
years is approaching and is
filled with exciting events.
Homecoming is an annual
event that takes place all over
the U.S. Typically, it is held
in late September to early
October and the activities that
take place vary per school. The
tradition of homecoming has its
origins in alumni football games
held at colleges and universities
since the mid-1800s.
During our homecoming
week, students can expect
a week full of festivities to
participate in including Wacky
Tacky Day, Twin Day, Class
Color Day, Super Hero Day,
School Spirit Day, and closing
off with a Pep Rally.
On Saturday, October 12,
students can attend the homecoming game, and the dance
later that evening. Typically,
most girls dress up in dresses
and heels, and sometimes
guys dress up too. However,
the homecoming theme, “Take
Back the NIght,” will give you
a good idea for your attire.
The game will be at
Gately Stadium on October 12
at 1:15 p.m. The Mighty Mustangs (3-2) will play against
Orr Academy High School.
The Spartans are a lowly 0-5
and only scored six points in
their first four games.
Historically speaking, the

Mustangs have dominated
their opponents on Homecoming. Over the last 12 years, the
Mustangs have only lost one
homecoming game, which came
against the Simeon in 2008.
Last year, the Mustangs came
from behind to win homecoming
against the Hubbard Greyhounds,
32-27.
“I am confident in this game
and I believe the whole team is
prepared,” Mustang team member said Christopher Parker. “The
coaches work with us every day to
make sure we are.”
The Mustangs beat the Spartans 23-6 at their last meeting in
October 2012.
Also, at the game, half time
will be bigger and bolder than in
recent years.
“There are a lot of new things
coming for the band, such as new
people, new styles, new songs,
and much more,” band major Dajah Carter said. “You'll just have
to wait to find out.”
A lot of students have so
much spirit during homecoming
week; they even use face painting
and sometimes dress from head to
toe in green, white, and orange.
“At the game, I am going to
wear face paint with my bestie’s
number on my face,” senior
Chakeya Ward, said. “After the
game, I would like to wear a black
elegant party type of dress, get
my nails and hair done and wear
some heels.”
Librarian Kandice Morgan,
the sponsor of Student Council,
said the homecoming dance will
be held at the Sabre Room at 7
p.m., as it has been there for the
past three years. The tickets will
cost $25.

Even though there is a $5
dollar increase between this year’s
ticket and previous years, there is
still a deal that is offered.
“The early birds will get a
free pep rally ticket with their
dance ticket,” Morgan said.
Mustangs were anxious to
find out what the theme would
be this year. Members of Student Council chose ten possible
themes for the dance.
Afterwards, the group narrowed their choices down to
three, but, ultimately, the theme
was up to students who voted up
until Thursday, September 12 at
www.tinyurl.com/mphs2013.
The dance and the game
isn’t the only fun thing to participate in this week. During the pep
rally, students can expect to see
dance performances, cheering,
the marching band perform new
songs, and the football team-both varsity and the frosh-soph
squad--will be introduced.
Although this event is for
everybody, mostly seniors seem
to be excited for it. The pep rally
tickets will be $3, and can be
purchased with the homecoming
dance ticket, as well.
“Because this is my senior
year, I am going out with a bang,”
said Shaina Thompson, the pompon team captain. “I am giving my
all and leaving my all on the floor!”
From the pom team, there will
be more floor work, a use of popular upbeat songs, and a variation of
types of dances. But the Majorettes’ captain can’t wait to show
students her team’s new routines.
“There will be more tricks like
throwing the batons in the air and
wave ‘em like we just don’t care,”
Majorette Rockyel Wilson said.

Monday:
Wacky Tacky
Day

Tuesday:
Cartoon/
Superhero Day
Wednesday:
Twin Day

Thursday:
Class Colors
Day
Friday:
School
Spirit Day

Saturday:
Homecoming
Dance, Saber
Room, 7 P.M.
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Smoother opening day introduces many new policies, surprises
By Samantha Brown

S

tudents and faculty were
back in MP’s halls on
Monday, August 26, 2013, and
were welcomed with a smoother
opening than in recent years, but
it wasn’t without its challenges,
which included students receiving
new schedules, teachers getting
acclimated to new and larger
classes, to many adjusting to new
school policies in place.
As students arrived on campus at 7:30 a.m. and were sent to
the auditorium, cafeteria, or gym,
some students received the same
schedules from orientation, a
whole new schedule, while a small
group of around 20 students
received no schedule at all, along
with receiving specific partnered
locker assignments assigned by
the deans.
Testing coordinator and data
guru Gerald Moore, who assisted
with programming, explained
the reasoning for the program
changes.
“Due to apparent last minute
changes, I guess a couple of
teachers had accepted positions
at other schools,” he said. “There
had to be a reconfiguration of
scheduling, so to make sure everything ran smoothly and people
were getting to proper classrooms and recovery classrooms,
last minute program changes had
to be made.”
Schedule changes and the
reduction of teachers wasn’t the

only thing that students had to
get adjusted to on the first day
back but there were also new
school policies in place, such as
new cell phone rules, and the
tardy policy, and a new assistant
principal: Dr. Mark Simmons.
Sometimes people find it difficult to face situations that they
expected to be different, but according to one assistant principal,
the seniors appeared to take the
shake-up in stride.
“I’m really proud of the upperclassmen,” assistant principal
Gail Tennial. “I think you guys just
leaned into the change. We are
going to continuously meet with
students in assemblies so we can
keep them updated.”
The new cell policy allows
students to use their cell phones
in the hallway and lunch room,
but must be immediately put
away once you reach the threshold of the classroom.
“It’s decent; it’s better than
no cell phones at all,” said junior
Christopher Galness. “We’re
teens that are just asking for the
rules to be broken, but I think we
should be able to use our phones
in class as needed for educational
purposes.”
The tardy policy allows
students until 7:55 a.m. to get to
their first period class before they
are hall swept, but they are still
marked tardy any time after the
7:45 a.m. bell.
After students received their
schedules on opening day and

headed off to their classes, a lot
of students soon realized that
their classes had no teachers.
“Five out of my seven classes
don’t have teachers,” senior
Nyjiah Muhammad said.
Morgan Park isn’t the only
school suffering with the loss of
teachers, with the widespread
budget cuts across CPS; hundreds
of schools are feeling the impact
of the deep cuts.
From the end of the 20122013 school year and throughout
the summer before the start of the
2013-2014 school year, some planning was done to make sure that
this school year started off right.
“We sat down over the summer and [the administrative staff]
worked on strategic goals and
ideas in terms of how we wanted
the school year to start,” Tennial
said. “We had staff that we could
talk to and meet with and brainstorm in terms of how we wanted
the start of the school year to
look like.”
All other administrative staff
interviewed all stated the same
plan and agreed that it was a very
effective plan.
Each person on the administrative staff played a specific role
along with their job to make sure
that the first day went as smoothly as possible for everyone,
including the new administrator
Dr. Simmons.
“I made sure security was in
place and where they needed to
be so that students knew where

New school ID combined with bus cards
piloted at eight Chicago schools, including MP
By Danielle Washington
and Timia Strickland

C

hicago Transit Authority
(CTA) and Chicago
Public School (CPS) are combined
bus cards and school identification
cards as a part of a pilot to reduce
the number of cards for students
and save them money.
According to a press release
from CPS, “the Department of
Information and Technology Services (ITS) will be piloting a combined student ID/Ventra card at
eight CPS high schools. Participating schools include Lincoln Park,
Chicago Agriculture, Alcott, Al
Raby, Southside, Disney II, Crane
Medical Prep, and Morgan Park.
Ventra is expected to improve efficiency in several areas
to their system after they introduced the program to CPS students on September 9. Students
won’t have to buy more expensive bus cards.
Earlier this year One Day
passes cost $5.75, but they
increased substantially to $10.
Since the school year began, CTA
created a blue Student Reduced
Fare Transit Card, similar to a debit
card, that costs $7.50; it allows
students to save a lot of money.
In fact, when a student swipes the
card on a bus or train on a school
day, the rider will only be charged
a mere 75¢. An adult fare is $2.25.
Many students rely on the
CTA to get to and from school,
but it’s not a perfect system yet.
“They are working through
glitches,” according to CTA spokeswoman Tammy Chase in a press

Chicago Transit Authority and Chicago Public schools have
formed a new student transit card which combines both a
student identification card and the new Ventra payment system
for public transportation. The bar code on the card’s face not
only is scanned at school for attendance purposes, but also
serves to identify a transit user’s Ventra debit account to pay for
a ride.
release on the service’s website.
Between 5:30 a.m. and 8:30
p.m., students could carry a
separate card to pay the Reduced
Fare; it will know what rate to
charge them based on the date,
time of day and age of the person
registered to the account. All CPS
students will get this type of card.
There are different ways the
card can be used by registering it
online at ventrachicago.com, or at
a Ventra customer service center.
If a student loses one of the
new combination ID cards, there
will be some cost and inconvenience incurred.
“Students will wait on a new
ID to come within three days,”
said Gerald Moore, curriculum
corrdinator. “While the new per-

manent ID is being sent, the student will get a free temporary ID
[after paying for the replacement
one for $6], and it’s valid until the
new permanent ID arrives,”
Due to budget cuts, students
will not be able to get a temporary ID everyday like in the past
years. Those who lose their card
pay the $2 for the temp until
new card is available. However,
if the student does not have the
amount needed, it will not be
added to your debt. Those will
then have to call home until you
get in touch with a parent.
“You will not be able to

Please turn to page 9 for

NEW ID CARD
WORKS ON CTA

there were going and that students had schedules,” he said.
At the start of school last year,
there was a load of construction
going on leaving the school dusty
and dirty, as the $23 million capital
improvement project really got
underway. To add more misery,
schedules and ongoing program
changes were an even bigger

hassle. But the new administrative
staff really sat down and made
a plan that would work for both
students and staff. All the administrative staff interviewed agreed
this year is off to a better start.
“The only thing I would
change is having every student
come to orientation,” said Dr.
Carolyn Epps, the principal.

Reworked tardy policy
still challenges students
to be on time for class

A handful of students remain in the second floor new
building hallway right after the second period tardy bell
has rung. Despite the five minute passing period, there are
still some students who refuse to make the effort to get to
class on time.
By Shami Goodman

S

tudents are rushing
through the hallways
this school year to beat the
tardy bell and to keep from
being hall swept.
Hall sweep are conducting
10 minutes after the bell start
of 1st period and will continue
throughout the day. The first
tardy is considered as a warning, but being constantly tardy
is cause for detention.
Senior Jakaira Johnson
said she doesn’t like the hall
sweeps or the tardy policy, but
especially those who act as obstacles. She said she rushes to
get to class, but she’s slowed
by students stopping to have
conversation with friends or
standing idle while on their
phones.
“The security guards are
eager to sweep students,” said
Johnson. “Students come from
one building to another in a lot
of traffic. Five minutes is not
enough time for our passing
period.”
The hallways are not always
clear at the tardy bell. There
are some students still trying to
make their way to class.
“I see students on their
phone and stopping to talk to
their friends through the passing period,” Johnson said.
When the tardy bell rings,
teachers are asked to close
their doors not allowing students to enter the room. Those
who don’t make it in time are
funneled to sit in a classroom
that isn’t being used for the
remainder of that period.
If a student refuses, he/she
will have to suffer the consequences, which is a one-day
suspension.
“When the students are
caught in the hallways, they

are being sent to me,” said
dean Edward McKnight. “It’s
something similar to detention.”
The second floor T and
third floor T is generally perceived as the busiest hallway
because of the new elevator
and mechanical room that
were built last year, making
those intersections a tight
bottleneck. Students struggle
to get through there, which
is where majority of people
classes are located.
But it appears, that largely,
most students are making an
effort to get to where they’re
going in time.
“Every hallway is moving,”
said Nick Irvin, who is the second floor security guard. “This
year, kids are rushing and getting to class on time. There are
so many kids rushing the halls
that it looks like groups. If they
decide to be late, I send them
to ‘Lunchroom’ McKnight.”
Teachers see hall sweeping as a lesson learner for the
students, especially Yonakish
McGhee, an English teacher.
She explained how it trains
students to be professional in
the real world. She also feels
that they’re effective because
administrators are taking it
seriously and there is consistency.
McGhee has no compassion for those who simply
refuse to make the effort.
“Five minutes is more
than enough time,” the English teacher said. “It used to
be four minutes last year and
it wasn’t a problem then. It is
very important for students to
come to class on time so they
could be prepared to learn.
Academics are important.”
She added, “[The] early
bird gets the worm.”
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Student drivers say more parking spaces needed
By Ashley Shorter
and Oriana Hondras
          

M

The crowded student parking lot has led some students to
double and even triple park to avoid leaving their cars on the
nearby streets that features mainly no parking zones.
Region 1
Region 2

FUNDING CORRECTION
continued from page 1

According to the principal, MP will
get an additional $401,854 from
CPS, based solely on the student
population that rose from the projected 1275 (over the summer) to
the current enrollment of 1431.
More money--potentially
$160,000 may be forthcoming
through SGSA (Supplemental
General State Aid) and NCLB (No
Child Left Behind) calculations
based upon the concentration
level of children from low-income
households. This additional money is due to those who submitted
lunch forms which aid in identifying those in need.
Although this additional
funding is significant, it is still
around half of what was actually
pulled from the budget in July.
Money will be allocated
essentially to classrooms via
teachers. Dr. Epps said that a new
music teacher and two new sci-

any upperclassmen
who drive a car to
school are dissatisfied with the
poor conditions and limited
spaces of the student parking lot.
“We definitely need more
space in the small lot due to there
being a larger student body than
it is faculty,” said senior Shaina
Thompson, who has been driving
to-and-from school for the past two
2013 “With almost 20 teachers
years.
9436957
560000

Chart 4

MP budget for SY 2013-2014

ence teachers will be
hired, and possibly
one other position to 10000000
be named later.
A majority of
7500000
the other classes
that don’t currently
5000000
have a regularly assigned teacher will
2500000
likely have a currently
2013
0
staffed instructor who
will take on an extra
Initial budget of $9.4 million
class for overtime pay.
Region 1
Region 2
Additionally, there
20th day budget correction of approximately $560K
will be an effort to reduce class sizes, particularly in physical education where many teachers
will be closed, while some core
face upwards of 50 students each
classes will be collapsed with
class period. It’s hoped to reduce
those students being flowed to
that number to close to 40.
other sections.
Unfortunately, not all of the
All of these revisions will
existing class sections will be
likely take place by by Monday,
salvaged. It’s likely that one secOctober 7, with nearly 50 percent
tion of African American history
of students being impacted with a
and three other elective classes
schedule change.

LEVEL 2, SEEKING LEVEL 1
continued from page 1

them improve.
The On-Track Committee also
initiated a “movie night” event
last spring, which thirty-six freshmen who earned nothing less that
A’s and B’s on their third quarter
report cards were rewarded with
an invitation. Interestingly, it was
also said that if 75 percent of the

being reduced from the staff [this
year alone], students feel the three
parking lots provided for teachers
is far too much space for them.”
Back in the mid-2000s, when
the student population reached
upwards of 2250 students, there
was a need to have nearly 150
teaching faculty members. At that
time, the three parking lots could
barely accommodate them all, let
alone a much larger support staff.
Today, the staff’s need for all
those spaces in the three large
lots on the west side of the campus has been greatly reduced,

Freshman Class were on-track to
graduate, then there would have
been a teacher dunk tank at the
Freshman Fun Day back in June;
ninth graders were only .8 percent
short of the goal.
Other reasons for optimism
include that scores in three of the
metrics was at their highest levels

in the four years compared on the
Performance Policy chart.
But simply being a Level
2 school does that mean that
MP can relax, as the real goal is
reaching the top as a Level 1.
“If we get these [PSAE math
and science scores] up, we could
be a Level 1,” the principal said.

courtesy of a smaller student
body (currently 1431) and the Chicago Public Schools (CPS) budget
cuts which have raised class sizes.
Both of these factors have reduced the number of teachers to
less than 100, as well as a much
smaller support staff.
Some student drivers have
said they need to use an additional lot because the current student location, north of the tennis

Please turn to page 8 for

STUDENTS SEEK
MORE SPACE

MP offers lots of extra
curriculars; you just need
to know where to look
By Ason Blankson
and Jabari Ben-Yisrael

S

tudents are offered a
wide variety of both
sport and non-sport related
activities throughout their stay
at Morgan Park high-school
that can help boost their
college portfolio, and make
their experience at MP more
enjoyable.
There is a wide range
of activities from sports such
as pom-pom, cheerleading,
football, soccer, and basketball, plus non-sport related
activities such as band, Glee
Club, Knitting Club, the Sassy
Intelligent Sisters (SIS), and
others. The problem is that
the students don’t know where
to start. They need to first
consider the fact that their
at home activities and their
school activities may clash.
“You’re going to have to
make a sacrifice. There aren’t
any activities that end at 4 [in
the afternoon],” sports director Adrian Burrage explained
to a student when she was
told that the student was wor-

ried that her school activities
were going to interfere with
her at-home schooling. “You
have to keep your grades up
or you can’t play, but you need
to join so that you’ll be more
presentable to colleges.”
Colleges look at not
just your GPA, but at all the
activities a student partakes
in. Involving yourself in more
than one school activity shows
how well rounded you are, and
essentially shows how well you
can handle college. Volunteer
work and clubs/ activities that
you partaken in are all part of
a good portfolio.
“Plan around how your
activities, academic interests,
talents and skills come together and make sense in terms of
who you are,” the Huffington
Post states in a story about
the value of such programs.
“Extracurricular activities are
the major way students can

Please turn to page 10 for

FINDING
THE RIGHT
EXPERIENCE

BUDGET CUTS
continued from page 1

place subs in classes,” assistant
principal Gail Tenniel said.
While waiting for the 20th
day enrollment-budget correction, some course sections were
created due to the number of
students that MP actually had, not
on CPS’ lower projection.
Senior Tiara Parham is one of
many students who are without
a regular teacher in one of their
classes. She said her honors
psychology class currently has no
permanent teacher to give her
what she says is “the full idea of
psychology,” also claiming that
some of the class work given is
not clearly related to the social
sciences subject.
As a way to free up money
to pay for other needed CPS
programs such as Safe Passage
and some after-school programs,
support staff members were laid
off, as well.
When Main Office clerk Lynn

Cahill was laid off due to the
budget cuts, fellow clerk Kathleen
Jackson-Bey took on the extra
work load.
“It’s made my job harder,” she
said. “I’ve had to take on more duties than I normally had to do.”
Also, due to the budget cuts
impacting some other schools,
more than just clerks and teachers
were laid off. Other staff, including librarians, were laid off.
“At Kennedy High School,
last year’s budget for the 2013
fiscal year was approximately
$14.97 million,” according to a
report on the Chicago Teachers Union (CTU) website. “The
FY [Fiscal Year] 2014 budget
is $12.85 million, nearly a 13
percent overall decrease. The
cuts will require an 80 percent
dropped in the number of counselors—from five to one—and
the elimination of the librarian
position, a clerk position and a

sizable loss of special education
positions.”
But that’s not even the worst
of the school’s in CPS; Kelly
High School (4136 S. California
Avenue) was the biggest loser in
the district, getting a reported $4
million decrease in funding.

Actual cuts vary wildly
Classroom spending was
cut by $68 million, according to
CPS in July. However, a Chicago
Tribune report published July 31
states that the CPS number also
included an actual increase in
funding for charter and contract
schools, putting the net loss to
district-run neighborhood schools
over $100 million.
Worse yet, some education
watchdogs, like the parent group
Raise Your Hand, claims there
have been at least $162 million
in cuts to instruction and local
school operations. This number,

nearly three times higher than the
central office figure, is calculated
by taking away increased spending at the “welcoming schools”
who took in students from the 47
schools that closed in June and
the total budget decline, according to the Tribune story.
But it wasn’t just schools
that had reduced funding, but at
the central office on Clark Street
itself, announcing in an August
28 press release that $112 million
in administrative and operations
spending reductions were levied.
“We have reduced central office, administrative and operations
spending wherever possible to keep
cuts as far away from the classroom
as possible,” CPS CEO Barbara
Byrd-Bennett states in the release.

Largest mass closing of
schools in U.S. history
Also due to the budget cuts,

47 elementary schools that were
seen as poor performing or under-utilized by CPS were closed.
These closings were reportedly
made to save money and relocate
children to better performing
schools.
“Investments into the Welcoming Schools include nearly 70
additional libraries and computer,
engineering, media and science
labs that are currently not offered
by the 54 under-utilized schools
and programs proposed for
closure,” according to CPS CEO
Barbara Byrd-Bennett in a press
release.
But now, because of overcrowding at receiving schools
Mayor Rahm Emanuel is making
plans to have new schools built.
“Mayor Rahm Emanuel
announced the plans for a new
school at 104th Street and Indianapolis Avenue,” according to the
CBS News Chicago website.
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Despite additional passing time, students still want more
By Joshua Brock
and Quincy Beaird

D

espite many student
complaints, the
administration is standing firm
with the amount of time students
are given during passing periods
because they believe it is adequate.
Students have a total of five
minutes during passing periods
to get to class; however, many
students argue that there isn’t
enough time to do everything
they need to do and still make it
to class in time.
“I have skipped going to the
restroom just so I wouldn’t be
late,” junior Braylyn Brown said.
“The teachers don’t even take into
consideration what I’m probably
going through, so why bother?”

The administration is taking
a firm stand against allowing students to roam the hallways, therefore teachers are not allowed to
let students use the washroom
unless they have a medical pass.
However many students are
saying that the five minutes given
isn’t enough to use the washroom
as well as do other things, such as
visiting their locker to get a book.
“Students trying to make it
to their lockers and the bathroom
and crowded hallways in five minutes makes them tardy,” senior
Deja Perkins said.
Most teachers agree with
administration that students are
given plenty of time to use the
washroom during passing periods, maybe even too much.
For decades, and until last
year, students were only allowed

four minutes during their passing
periods, and, historically, students
were generally on time--more so
in the past than recently, however.
“We only had four minutes
between classes,” said Trinee Ellison, a 2012 graduate of MP. “The
halls were crowded and depending on where you had to go next,
or if you had any stops maybe to
talk to a teacher or grab a book
from your locker, you didn’t have
time to take a bathroom break.”
Some current staff members
were also students of MP, and they
faced more difficult challenges
than students do today, and yet
they say students didn’t dismiss
tardiness like they do today.
“Back in the early ‘80s when
I was a student, there were over
2300 kids in the building,” English
teacher Keith Majeske said. “When

EDITORIAL: TURN IN LUNCH FORMS
continued from page 2

the more SGSA (Supplemental
General State Aid) and NCLB
(No Child Left Behind) funding
becomes available.
Thanks to those who turned
in their forms this school year will
help MP get potentially $160,000
in additional money.
The money will ultimately
help hire new teachers or fill
vacant positions with overtime
employment.
Since school started on
August 26, there have been announcements about the need
for lunch forms to be turned in.
Along with the announcements,
comes interruptions during class
periods for certain students to
turn in their lunch forms.
Why must it take constant
reminders for many to realize that
maybe, just maybe, these forms
could be important?

You see, if we didn’t receive
this money, we'd lose even more
classes, more teachers. With the
very limited funding we have this
year, the pom team, cheerleaders,
and band won't be able to attend
football games because of bus
rental costs, and worst of all, there
will could be cuts on the necessary
things like toilet paper (gasp!).
The bathrooms are already
disgusting enough, so just think
about how gross it'll be without
toilet paper. Maybe some student
entrepreneurs will switch from the
Frooties candies market to the
potentially more lucrative Scott’s
toilet tissue rolls market.
This school needs every penny it can get. Morgan Park isn't
the greatest place on Earth, but
the potential it has depends only
on the outcome of its students.
Without the money every-

thing that we all take for granted
will be gone. Things such as
printer paper. How many sheets
of paper have you printed from
the school library? How many did
you over print and wasn't charged
for it? How about the times you
actually paid for it?
Without funding, the price of
printing will either go up or printing all together will cease. So ask
yourself these questions: Do you
really want to become the reason
for why Morgan Park can't even
afford toilet paper? Or do I want
to be the reason why my school
can't reach it's fullest potential?
Do everyone and favor and
remind yourself to just turn the
form if you haven’t already and
make the lives of everyone else
just a bit simpler. Without it,
things at Morgan Park could continue to get worse.

EDITORIAL: RESPECT OUR FREEDOM
continued from page 2

can get slapped with an out-ofschool suspension. Yes, I said
out-of-school, there is no longer
in school detention.
Consider that some schools
don’t even allow students to
bring phones into the building,
or make them leave the phones
inside of their lockers. If you think
Morgan Park is strict, just imagine
what that’s like. Always remember
that the situation could be worse.
Now you can have your phone
in front of teachers, security, and
administration’s face in the hall,
library, or the lunchroom without
them uttering a word.

This should be a positive
incentive to stray students from
phone usage in class. The rules
were bent for people to take advantage of it in a responsible way.
The policy also could go
wrong and have a negative effect
as well. With being able to use
our phones in the halls, anything
can happen. For example, if a
fight occurs on the second floor
T, people will already have their
phones out.
If a fight gets recorded and
posted on YouTube than that
reflects poorly on the school
(thanks to those who pulled the

alarm last week). You may seem
fine with Morgan Park’s ratings
going down, like it did last year,
but who really wants the school
shutdown because of some petty
individuals?
Administrators took our
thoughts and feeling into consideration when creating the new
school policies. Everybody else
should think about their actions
when using their cellphones.
Be responsible and respectful
to your peers and teachers. Always keep in mind that they didn’t
have to do it. And they could
always take it away tomorrow.

that second bell rang, the hallways were a ghost town. You did
whatever you needed to do in a
timely manner, or you waited until
your lunch period--that was it. Most
kids today appear to lack a realistic
sense of time management.”
Due to budget cuts, there are
quite a few classes that are currently being instructed by substitute teachers who have to travel
from class-to-class and get there
in time. They have to experience
the hallways firsthand, and they
seem to handle it just fine.
“I can use the washroom
during my break,” said Kenton
Denton a substitute math teacher.
“You just have to be flexible with
your schedule.”
Some students think that
the five minute passing period
would be enough, if only bath-

room passes were allowed during
class. However, that is also being
forbidden--unless it’s considered
an emergency. The administration
has also told teachers not to allow
students to leave the classroom
to use the restroom once they arrive before the tardy bell, as they
believe some are using it as an
excuse to hang out and return to
class essentially late.
“I think five minutes is
enough time if we were allowed
to go to the bathroom during
class or to get water whenever
we wanted to, but if they are being too stubborn; eight minutes
would be ideal,” Perkins said.
If that were to happen, stretch

Please turn to page 9 for

PASSING TIME
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Chiller units may be
working too well for some
By Courtney Jones

S

ome have been
saying Morgan Park
is too cold. This would not be
a surprising remark if such an
announcement were made
in the depths of frigid winter,
but, amazingly, it has been
happening in September,
courtesy of the functioning air
cooling system.
The latest improvement
to the facility is the air cooling system which came online
in the days leading up to the
opening of school on August
26. It seems to be working a
little too well for some EMPEHI
staff and students, but not well
enough for others.
MP opened its doors on in
1916, and even as technology
advanced, and the building
was expanded in 1926 and
1965, no cooling unit was
installed until the school’s $23
million dollar capital improvement renovation program,
which began in the spring of
the 2012-2013 school year.
Some students feel as
though many classrooms are
rather cold, while others are
just cool. Generally, the rooms

on the upper floors and more
comfortable than those on the
first floor.
Regardless, it’s still something of a relief to many returning students who suffered in
years past from the summer
heat felt in the building and
a nice comfort for new students who never experienced
EMPEHI’s dreadful humidity and
high temperatures.
“[The cooling system]
working great,” Academic
Center senior Alexis Gale said,
but added “It’s always cold in
the school. And I caught a cold
because it’s so cold.”
Staff agrees with students
as far as how well the cooling
system is working.
“[The environment is] much
better. We could hardly function in hot weather, but now it’s
nice. It’s very comfortable,” said
James Aducci, a 25-year veteran teacher. “The fans that were
in here before are not even
close [to the air we have now].
They were very loud and they just
blow hot air and paper around.

Please turn to page 9 for

CHILLERS CRANK
OUT THE COLD

EDITORIAL: LOVE SHOULDN’T
BE SEASONAL
continued from page 2

on. That’s probably why most
males leave their girl. It has happened many times when guys
leave their girlfriend for a baddie,
but you also have men that have
bumped their head and downgraded.
It’s sad the weather makes
people decide to be in a relationship or single.
It’s understood that it’s hot in

the summer, but that only means
a date to the beach, and hanging
out even more. In the winter, a
chill night with watching a movie,
and cuddled up seems romantic.
Both relate to being in a relationship, so the weather is no excuse.
People who believe in this
cuffing season just need to cut it
out. This is the time of the year
when single people seem more

than willing to settle down with
just one person. This is a bad way
for people to determine to be in
a relationship or not.
Our generation focuses on so
many wrong things now, especially like of what others think of
them and they always have to fit
in. The weather shouldn’t control
whether you want to cheat, or
love someone.

The recently completed chiller tower, located on the south
side of the new building gymnasiums, looks like they
are original to the structure. The system doesn’t exactly
create cold air, as most residential air conditioners do,
but dehumidifies the air in the building, and by doing so,
makes the conditions feel cooler due to the drier air.
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STUDENTS SEEK MORE SPACE
continued from page 6

to lack of space.”
Upperclassmen have high
hopes that the lot will get
everything back up to par. With
almost 40 parking spaces open
to students, and a car to fill each
spot every day, the lot still gets
overcrowded.
“By coming to school with
my older sister over the past few
years, the lot has definitely gotten

worse,” senior Randi Crawford
said. “There were days we had
to rush to school with high hopes
of getting a good parking spot,
which would still allow us to
leave smoothly after school as we
pleased. I now own my own car
and to see the condition not getting any better worries me how
the school year will flow according to this lot and its issues.”

pa
rtm
en

t

Booth said. “I find myself having
to get to school extremely early
just to get a good spot! It needs a
serious makeover.”
Booth, being new to the lot,
expected more, yet she was displeased with the conditions.
“You can’t even see the lines,
so cars are just parked all over the
place. Some students have even
been making their own spots due

De

there could be shifted to one
of the other two. Being that the
tall chain link gate--which is now
locked at all times--that separates
the middle lot from the south lot
has already created a clear division between them, so students
wouldn’t be able to drive through
or bother to park in the other two.
Some students dread driving
to school, due to worrying about
if they will be able to maneuver
out of the parking lot after school,
or even getting the chance to
find a space near a person who is
parked correctly. About half of the
Senior Class find themselves parking on the street ,or sneak into
one of the teachers lot, to avoid
any issues.
“The student parking lot is
a mess, I hate it,” senior Chanel

C
pa hica
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courts, is choked with cars.
“I have been blocked in by
two cars in the student lot at one
time, and I was then forced to
wait over 30 minutes for people
to move their vehicle,” said
Byron Patterson, a senior. “Before
Morgan Park reduced the number
of staff members, there still happened to be a large amount of
empty parking spots in the teachers lot.”
Once school begins after
7:45 a.m., the faculty parking lot
features gaping, open spaces
throughout the middle lot, suggesting that there is an abundance of extra spots.
Perhaps the smaller lot
directly off of 111th Street could
become a student south lot,
while the staff that was parking

These two Google Earth photographs, which appear to have
been captured this past spring (likely at 7:40 a.m., suggested
by the number of cars driven by parents passing through to
Hermosa Avenue), illustrates the space available to both the
student body and the faculty. Fifty-five cars fill the student
lot (above), but without clearly painted space dividers, some,
especially those who park on the north side of the lot, don’t
use the space efficiently. However, the center lot of the three
provided to the staff (right) does not appear to utilized fully.
Even though the south appears full, there are likely some of the
construction workers’ cars here, as work was continuing on
the chiller tower being built on the south side of the new gyms.
Some young drivers would like to see the far south staff lot
rebranded as a student lot. (Google Earth)

MANY WILL MISS TRACK E BREAKS
continued from page 3

off over the winter holidays (Dec.
23-Jan.3) and one week for spring
break (Apr. 14-18).
Now another student liked
both fall and winter break, and
it’s kind of sad not to be able to
enjoy it like she used to.
“I liked Track E more because
of the fact that we had more time
off, and I’m going to really miss
our break we had in October,”

said Chanel Booth, a senior. “I
also think the two weeks of Christmas break [starting this year] is a
huge rip off. I don’t like anything
about our new calendar.”
Some really took advantage
of the fall intersession, which generally fell late September/early
October. Those teachers who are
seasoned travelers took to the
skies to far-flung destinations like

Mexico or the Caribbean, as the
fall months are considered an
off-peak period, since few have
vacation time then. Because of
that, airfare and room accommodations are generally far less
expensive that at popular times
like during spring break.
But Smith said that the vacations were only breaks in name only.
“[Teachers are] always work-

ing, so a break really doesn’t
phase me,” Smith said.
That’s why the new Track R
schedule affects more students
than the teachers.
“I just wish everything would
go back to the way it was for my
last year here,” Chanel Booth
said. “My other years were much
better; I had more time to myself
and I enjoyed my breaks. I feel

like, as students, we should have
relaxation periods, such as the fall
break.”
Although Columbus Day will
return as an observed holiday
(Oct. 14), and an extra day off
for the now five-day Thanksgiving weekend was added (Nov.
27), some days won’t be honored
(Presidents Day in February and
Pulaski Day in March).

guidance or direction, and also
plans to provide reinforcement
and praise to those who meet or
exceed expectations.
”Being at MP, I can improve
the environment for students,”
he said. ”In the late ‘80s, early
‘90s, when I was a student at
MP, it was a safer environment;
kids could go anywhere they
wanted to go with no threats of
violence. I know the neighborhood very well because I’m a
lifetime Morgan Parker; I feel I
can better the climate for the

current students.”
With his experience in the
Angels minor league system, he
may have a chance to impact the
varsity baseball team and get
them over the hump to win their
first city championship ring.
“Besides [having] my son, at
the time [when I was] drafted was
my biggest accomplishment,”
he said. “I always wanted to be
a professional baseball player
since the sixth grade, and being
drafted made me one step closer
to my dreams.”

SIMMONS HAS ATHLETIC EXPERIENCE
continued from page 4

This was a bittersweet experience
because he came straight out
of high school with no college
experience.
However, part of his contract
was a full college tuition, so when
he retired, he went to school to
earn a bachelor’s degree, teaching elementary education.
During his off-seasons, he did
professional development with
AAA coaches. They did camps
for high school coaches teaching
fundamentals and techniques to
help enhance knowledge for high

school coaches and students. This
led to Dr. Simmons receiving an
administrative ticket.
“I went into education to
impact student athletes, not only
athletically,” he said, “but also
being a role model and showing
them aside from athletic aspirations you can also excel in the
classroom in terms as getting an
education.”
According to Principal Epps,
Dr. Simmons is a perfect fit here.
The assistant principal will share
the duties of evaluating and

documenting staff performance
with Dr. Epps and Tennial.
As an administrator, Simmons
will sometimes have to make
some tough calls, but he is open
to working with his administrative
team and building trust with the
school.
Simmons’ main desire is to
help students succeed. He continued to stress that his main goal
is to help students achieve their
greatest potential.
Simmons described himself
as a mentor to teachers who seek
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BUDGET SLASHED FOR TEACHERS, STUDENTS
continued from page 4

didn’t draw quite that many
by the 20th day of school last
week, the day when CPS finalizes
budgets based on enrollment, MP
now has 1431 seats filled.
With an additional $560,000
of total funding expected, many
teaching positions can now be
paid for, but not all.
“If we’re unable to fill these
positions, some sections [classes/
courses] may have to close,”
she said. “In order to fill these
positions, we would need 69
more students to enroll. The extra
students mean more money, as
well as teachers, we will need.
Most teachers will have their jobs
back.”
In fact, one English teacher,
Carletha Whitfield who last taught
at MP in 2011, has returned.
Many feel that the lack of
teaching positions will leave students with crowded classes
“With the big deficit, the loss
of teachers, and the closing of
classes, there will be overcrowded
classes, “ said James Fitzgerald, a
social studies teacher. “This means
fewer students for teachers [to
give] one-on-one help. It’s unfortunate, but seeing it comes down
to the pipeline with [CPS] budget
cuts, students lose out the most.
“Finances, apparently, are more
important than the students. I’m
lucky to still have my job, although
I do feel bad for the young educators; it puts a bad taste in their
mouth about being an educator.”
The administration has done
what it can to provide students
a learning environment in those
sections that don’t have a regularly assigned teacher by having
substitutes, in some cases, that

are retired MP teachers. They
include retired science teachers
Edward Scanlon and Stella Muir,
as well as retired math teacher
Kenneth Denton.
However, some see the need
for a regular teacher from Day
One being very important.
“The student has to have a
teacher that has been there with
them from the beginning,“ Kelli
Smith, who has been working as a
substitute teacher and assistant in
the Attendance Office.
Most teachers and staff
are more concerned about the
student, rather than the financial
aspect. They feel that they will be
losing out on classroom instruction
and gaining college-ready skills.
“The long-term plan about
finances, rather than education,
was doomed when became a political topic, opposed to a family
and community topic,” Fitzgerald
said, adding, “Education [also]
starts at home.”

With CPS already predicting that next year’s likely budget
deficit to be at $1 billion with
no “rainy day” fund to offset
profound teacher cuts, Fitzgerald
sees things getting dramatically
worse for local schools.
“With the budget cuts and

displaced teachers, eventually
electives are going to get cut
out,” the social sciences teacher
expects. “With the fewer electives
in the next year, the teachers will
have to pull together. Without
electives, it could maybe equal
more drop-outs.”

One way for students to help,
especially next year, is to bring
in the all-important lunch forms
which can contribute to helping
MP get much-needed money.
“If you want to help our
school, then bring in your lunch
forms students,” the principal said.

PASSING TIME REALITY CHECK
continued from page 7

passing periods an additional
four minutes, then the school day
would have to be extended for
that amount of time. So if there
were an added four minutes multiplied by the number of passing
periods (seven), the school day
would end at 3:28 p.m.
Realistically, if one makes
the effort to get around this large
building, it can be done. I timed
a walk from Room 138 (first floor,

old building, north end) to Room
323 (third floor, new building, south
end). And, without running, but
keeping a moderate pace, I made
the trek in a close to 2 1/2 minutes.
Now that is an extreme distance that few have to take, but
even so, if a pit stop had to be
made, it could be done in time to
get to class before the tardy bell.
Some security who have better insight on hallway activity have

said students waste time in the
hallways and aren’t in a rush to
get to class like they should.
“Well, since my post is by
the bathroom, I check to see
who’s in there before the bell
rings and who’s walking the
hallways just clowning around,”
security guard and basketball
coach Nick Irvin said, “looking
around talking to people, instead
of getting to class right away.”

NEW ID CARD WORKS ON CTA
continued from page 5

return to class [until a parent is
reached],” Moore said.
In the past, students had a
habit of racking up over $100
in temp fees which was often
unpaid until senior year. It’s
hoped that these changes will
encourage students to gain a
new level of maturity.
“The new changes will
teach CPS student responsibility
and accountability, ” said Kelli
Smith, a substitute teacher who

also works in the Attendance Office.
There have been some
reports that the Ventra system has
a few bugs to work out, including
some saying that they put money
on the card, but it didn’t register
when they tried to use it on public
transportation. Some have had
other experiences.
Tre’jae Calhoun, a junior, said
when she loaded the bus after
school she tapped her card on
the Ventra machine “and it said

‘Go’ when I didn’t have money in
the account.”
One junior feels that it’s a
bad idea because of financial
fears.
“The new IDs are a bad idea
because what if somebody was to
steal it or I lose it with my money on
it; what am I supposed to do then?”
said student Lashawna White.
“The goal is to combine all
expenses and ID cards together,”
according to CTA worker Tani-

sha Chambers.“Transit riders
board CTA buses with a simple
‘tap’ of a Ventra card as a part
of an extensive out reach and
education campaign.”
Ventra will replace all CTA
and Pace existing fare media
by December 15, 2013.
“Ventra, CTA and Pace
new fare payment system
makes it more convenient and
flexible of a single fare card to
all students in CPS,” she said.

like the school needs to learn how
to control it so it won’t be freezing
or hot in certain classes,” Academic Center junior Braylyn Brown
said. “A majority of my classes are
pretty cold, especially on the first
and second floor. And my classes
on the third floor in the old building are mainly the warmest.”
There are two different buildings on the campus. The original
building is referred to as “the old
building,” and the building that
was added on to it (going south
toward 111th Street) is referred to
as “the new building.”
Earley explained that there
are two different systems cooling
down the different buildings. The
old building, due to its structure
and age, wasn’t best fit for the
same technology that is present in
the new building. The old building
doesn’t have an “air conditioning” system, but a dehumidifying
system that just cools down the air
already in the building.
The air comes from four large
fan units in the basement, and is
pushed throughout the building
through “coils” and “tunnels,”
and comes out through the duct
work throughout the building. It is
called “force draft air.”
Each of the units cools a
certain amount of rooms.
“The closer you are to the
fans, the more air flow you’re
going to get,” he said, which explains the temperature variations
in that building.
In contrast, the new building has an actual air conditioning
system that creates its own cool

air to cool down the building.
“In the new building, you’re
heated and cooled by what we call
a uninvent,” Earley said. “Those are
the things along the window [in the
classrooms] that you see.
“The way that works is, hot
water passes through the coil, in
the winter, and a fan blows out
the hot air. And then in the summer, cold water passes through
that coil, and blows out the cool
air. So what you’re going to find
is that all the rooms in the new
building are probably pretty
consistent. But, in the old building, you’re going to have a little
bit more fluctuation based on the
design.”
Since the univents are in
each classroom, the air comes
directly from that source. That
explains why the temperatures of
the rooms in the new building are
more consistent than the temperatures in the old building.
“A lot of it has to do with the
stats [thermostats] as well,” Joseph
Pagone, general contractor of FH
Paschen, the construction company, said. “The location of the
thermostat [plays a role]. If the thermostat happens to be in [a room of
smaller size] and controls the room
next to it, and the room next to it
happens to be a little bit bigger,
once this [smaller] room is satisfied,
the thermostat will tell the controller to cut off the air. So this room
[where the thermostat is located]
will be cool, and it will answer the
demand, whereas the room next
to it will be a little bit warmer, not
necessarily warm, but warmer.”

CHILLERS CRANK OUT THE COLD
continued from page 7

The temperature has been very, very
consistent. No complaints.”
Aside from individual classrooms having essentially the same
conditions each day, temperatures still vary from room to room,
and Jack Earley, one of the building engineers, explained in-depth
as far as temperature control and
why some classrooms feel differ-

ent than others.
“Basically, a lot of it has to
do with where the classroom is located,” he said. “The higher you
are, generally, hot air rises, so you
might see warmer air on the third
floor, or rooms that are on the
east or west sides because of the
sun. The more windows you got
you kind of got a greenhouse ef-

fect which will heat up the room.”
But that doesn’t seem to be
the case in both buildings.
“All my classrooms are freezing,” Gale said. “Mrs. Joseph’s
room, third floor in the new building, is the coldest.”
Others hope that controlling
the system will improve.
“I like the new AC, but I feel

Summer math program success recognized

Teachers, administrators, and a guest celebrate the success of top math students last month
at a small after-school ceremony for their Summer Math Institute Award Recognition in room
241. From left: Dr. Austin Harton (Mrs. Harton’s husband), Assistant Principal Gail Tennial,
math teacher Sara Harton, sophomore Hannah Nelson, math teacher Lauren Phillips, junior
Tayler Free, sophomore Renay harris, senior Samuel Hentz, sophomore Grafton Brown, and
Principal Carolyn Epps, PhD.
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Despite number of clubs, some want others offered
By Jessica Jackson

T

here are many students
at that feel as if bringing
more to offer at school would
highly benefit and increase the
students’ satisfaction by adding
more extra-curricular activities
and allowing more freedom to for
the students who deserve it.
Some feel as if it would be
nice to have a bit more indulgence and policy lenience,
such as earning the privilege of
off-campus lunch every once in a
while, or even have more activities outside of the school with
organizations affiliated with the
community.
One such student is Tiana

Kimble, a senior and co-captain
of the cheerleading team, said
she’d like to see the chance for
students to earn benefits, “such
as off campus lunch, field trips,
and other things of that nature.”
Others simply want more and
varied school organizations. Over
the years, the number of clubs
has dwindled due to diminished
student interest in long-standing
clubs and fewer teachers taking
on the unpaid responsibility of an
after-school group of students.
“What I would like to see at
Morgan Park is for administration
to allow us to have a music club,
so we can have more concerts
for the school, and the ideas I
would be able to offer to enhance that club would be able to

teach others that are interested
in joining that club new things
about music,” said Brion Rogers,
a freshman. “We could all learn
how to play various instruments,
individually, so we could form a
brand-new and fresh idea of having a Morgan Park orchestra.”

New club took effort to get
off the ground
Many students want certain
outlets for expression but are not
willing to take the initiative and
actually start it, like Christopher
Watkins, now a sophomore and
captain of the Glee Club, did when
he took it upon himself to organize
something that interested him.
“The trial process for starting

my Glee club consisted of many
things,” Watkins said. “First, I
started talking to the principal, and
then at that point in the process she
advised me to start a petition to see
[if] students wanted to sign up. So,
of course, at this point, I was nervous, had doubt at first, but it took
a lot of dedication and hard work to
finish and carry out my idea.”
The somewhat lengthy process took dedication, but it was
worth it, he said.
“At the end of the petition,
I had over a 100 signatures of
students who wanted to join,”
Watkins said. “Now came the
audition process, as well as the
advertising campaign for it...on
the intercom as well as using various multi-colored posters.”

Many people showed up,
giving him a huge sense of accomplishment, he recalled. After
that, auditions started and the
final contenders to be a part of
my club were chosen.
But it didn’t just fall into place;
serious effort had to be undertaken to make Glee Club happen.
“The advice I would give to
others trying to do as what I did
by starting their own club and
making change is to think out
a thorough, well-thought plan,
never give up, consistently strive
for what you want, get a team
together, and find a sponsor that
you feel is right for what you want
in particular,” Watkins said. “That
can only enhance the progression
of your club.”

FINDING THE RIGHT EXPERIENCE
continued from page 6

demonstrate how unique they
are, possibly more interesting,
even ‘better’ than other student
applicants, and showcase what
they love to do.”
According to the Morgan
Park website, to be eligible to
play a sport or join a club, all
students need to have and maintain a GPA of 2.0 or more, which
means passing at least four major
classes. Anything less will deem
them ineligible to neither perform
nor practice with the teams.
Attendance is also important;
10 tardies or more will also deem
you ineligible to neither perform
nor practice with the teams. A
weekly form will be given to all
participants to be signed by all
their teachers stating they are
working hard in class and are on
task. If a player’s minimum requirements are not met, the player
may not participate for that week.
According to Carolyn D. Epps, the
principal, some sports require a
teacher’s recommendation.
“All students need to have
a 2.0 GPA,” she said. “Good

behavior, [and a] teacher recommendation for some.”
There are many opportunities
for Mustangs to join an athletic
squad; in fact, MP has a wider
range of sports teams than most
CPS high schools. There are varsity-level basketball, soccer, swimming, track, and bowling teams
for both boys and girls, and there
are even JV level teams--plus
many other competing teams to
choose from.
According to the school’s
recruiting brochure for 2013,
there are 36 student organizations, although some are smaller
branches of a larger group (such
as JROTC’s drill team, rifle team,
and color guard).
Additionally, there are some
lesser know groups that have specific interests, including the Yarniacs
(knitting club), Anime Club (anime
and manga), Mikva Challenge (civic
leadership), and Service Angels
(volunteer/service learning).
There are various and popular non-sport clubs, like band, that
students really enjoy being a part

of. It comes with its own benefits
that suit their members in its own
way.
“I’ve been in band for two…
two and a half years,” said Kristopher Deangelo Herriug, a junior
band member at the school.
“What I like about it is [it gives
the students] an outlet of that
talent you have inside that you
never really channel. It gives you
an opportunity to show it.”
Asking teachers what activities they prefer can help you
make your decision easier. Many
were once students here and can
give good advice and/or a sense
direction.
“[I liked] newspaper and
SIS,” teacher Vorice HayesCausey said. “[I liked] newspaper
because I was in it when I was
a student here. [I also liked] SIS
because they throw a lot of fun
activities. They focus on key issues. Athletic-wise, I would say
basketball.”
Sport activities are normally
held outside the school in their
corresponding/ appropriate

Seniors:

Interested in placing a baby picture
in the 2014 Morgan Park yearbook? Three big
changes are in store for these special pages in the
senior section of
the book.
Your name here
Due to budget
cuts and fewer
students paying the Student
Activity Fee,
there will now
be a $7 fee for
what is now a
personal ad.

Those who pay
to place the ad will get the following upgrades:
an ad frame of 2.5 inches square (see example
above), a larger color photo (supplied by you),
and a personal message of up to 25 word.
Watch for an announcement this month for
when the collection will take place. For more
info, see Mr. Majeske (yearbook sponsor, Room
326A) or any yearbook staff member.

fields, but are sometimes held
in the school’s gym. Non-sport
related activities such as band,
however, are held in classes and
occasionally outside the school
[or in the gym].
A full list of the activities offered at Morgan are listed on the

school’s website, as well as the
names of the coaches supervising
the activities, a schedule for each
activity, and when they’re having
their meetings. Anyone worried
that they don’t meet the minimum
requirements can check them on
the schools website, as well.

Seniors offer experience,
advice to freshmen
By Brandon Riley
and Maya Morris

S

A personal message of up to 25
words (may be edited for content).

Three “Yarniacs” work their interest as a part of the knitting
club, which is one of the little-known school-sponsored
organizations. (2013 Yearbook)

eniors have had their fair share
of experience, which they can
use to advise and help underclassmen
have an easier time during their
remaining years in high school.
The seniors are now at the top of
the food chain; they’ve been in the other
classes’ shoes, so they know what it’s like
and what it takes to make it out.
“Just do your homework,” said
senior Mustang quarterback and former
Academic Center student Timothy
Smith. “Stay focused your freshman and
sophomore year; start with a good GPA
since it’s so hard to get it up when it
starts low.”
Think it’s no big deal to fail an English class as a freshie? Consider sitting
with a bunch of ninth graders during
your senior year, while you try to earn
that credit that you should have gotten
out of the way three years ago. Instead
of that same basic English course, you
could have had room in your program

for an interesting elective?
The underclassmen could always
use a little guidance, since few want
to look back and be reminded of their
huge regrets. It seems as if every senior
over the years have a list of things that
they would have done differently. Underclassmen can learn from the upperclassmen and possibly limit the many errors
they will almost certainly make.
Certain things done in those early
years come back to haunt students later
on. Whether minor or major, choices
made as a freshman, or even a 7th
grader, can definitely follow a student
down the road.
“I should’ve made sure I did more
of my work and paid more attention in
class,” World Language senior James
Jackson said. “Your grades will sure
catch up on you junior and senior year.”
As a way to decrease potential
underclass mishaps, seniors could aid
underclassmen by becoming mentors

Please turn to page 11 for
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Concept of marriage waning among the young
By Zakiyyah Smith
and Lamont Walker

I

n life, there are certain
things people expect from
you. Most people have the same
life goals: grow up, go to college,
get a nice job, get married, and
have a family. Some may say this is
the “America Dream." But is that
plan still a necessity for some?
Some married couples think
marriage is about way more than
vows and a piece of paper.
But what about that oftenquoted stat about 50 percent
of marriages fail in the U.S.? It’s
not quite true, according to the
Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC). It’s actually just
under 53 percent. Data published
by the CDC states that the marriage rate is 6.8 per 1,000 (total
population), while the divorce
rate is 3.6 per 1,000.
With those dismal statistics in
mind, ask yourself, “Is it necessary to get married?” Some may
even go as far as saying the idea
of marriage is obsolete in this day
and age.
People generally have
varying definitions for having a
spouse.
“Marriage is having a friend
you can depend on and share everything with," said Tessie Richardson, grandmother of Alexis Gale.

More and more people are
claiming that an offical bond is
not as serious as other aspects of
a relationship.
“Marriage isn't as important
as those nearest and dearest to
you, but it does play a big factor
in my life; family is everything,"
said economics teacher James
Adduci. "I think people can be
committed without being legally
married, marriage is just the sanctity of the religion."
Younger people surprisingly
agree with that perspective.
“No, I do not believe marriage defines a relationship,” MP
alum D’Lorian Davis said. “If two
people have an awful relationship
prior to getting married, simply
having a wedding will not alter
the nature of their relationship.
The same is true for people who
have healthy relationships. Marriage is more so about the legal
binding of a couple than anything
else, especially these days.”
Perhaps it also has something
to do with the increasing popularity of living together before
marriage.
A report based on data from
the CDC’s National Survey of
Family Growth, released this past
spring, polled 12,000 women
between the ages of 15 and 44
between 2006 and 2010
“Among the women, 48
percent told interviewers that

Unmarried Americans Still Looking for the Right Person
Americans who
have never
married but
would like to
were asked to
explain why they
were still single.
The reasons
given are
straightforward,
including the
fact that they
have not found
the right person
or because they
are too young, or
not ready to get
married.

they were living with their significant other but were not married
to them,” the study reveals. “In
1995, only 35 percent of women
were cohabiting with their partners, according to a previous
edition of the survey.”
According to a Gallup poll
published this past August, suggests that young Americans, in
particular, are the most likely not
to want to marry. Of those polled
18 to 34, 9 percent said they are
not married and do not want to

get married, while 56 percent of
that same group claimed they
had not yet married but want to
someday.
Some suggest that those
numbers may be true.
“I know someday I’m going
to get tired of looking for someone and just stay with the person
I really love,” said senior Kiana
Sutton. “I’m going to settle down
and get married someday, maybe
in 15 years.”
Middle aged people have

different views on marriage due
to their relationship experiences.
“Marriage is what you put in
some may say this means that the
'title' is obsolete, but the values
of marriage are very much the
opposite," said Warsheka Griffin,
mother of Alan Cail.
Adults who are actually in a
new thriving marriage have com-

to worse consequences.
The whole high school atmosphere can and will drive distracted and unfocused students off
course. The funny moments with
friends, the parties, the tough
days, amongst others, can lead
to a loss of focus that could be
detrimental.
“Don’t let minor events
and actions have big effects on
things,” senior Jaleel Hampton
said. “Keep your priorities straight

because keeping steady grades
is more important than becoming
popular.”
At some point, almost every
student will reminisce on what
could’ve and should’ve happened
in the past. No matter how big
the mistake, its best to diminish
the possibilities of them actually
occurring.
“You don't want to fail any
classes,” Hampton said. “You’ll
be behind and take extra classes

than you already have to, just
to catch up.”
With proper guidance and
a focused mind, MP underclassmen can limit regrets and
mistakes made in the early
high school years and replace
them with exciting and memorable moments instead.
If all else fails, Jackson
has a good tip. “Just stay
focused,” Jackson said. “Make
the time worth it.”

Please turn to page 12 for
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and role models. Seniors have
to be good examples.
“I’m a positive role model
to underclassmen,” World
Language senior student Randi
Crawford said. “If they have
any problems they can always
come to me, because I’ve
been in their shoes before.”
There are more things
that seniors believe freshmen,
sophomores, and even Academic Center students should

recognize about the school to get
a better understanding in the MP
environment. Obviously, there are
pros and cons involving Morgan
Park.
“Take advantage of the AC
[air conditioning],” said senior
and former Academic Center
student Ashley Shorter, “and the
way the new principal [Dr. Epps] is
trying to have things organized.”
Shorter also warned about
bad environments that could lead

Haunted houses are a must for Halloween fun
By Kayla Lee
and DeQuan Hoover

C

One of the scariest and well
known haunted houses, Statesville Haunted Prison, was at the
top of the list for junior Kyilah
Terry.
“I’m deathly afraid of spiders…and there was a ton of
them!," she said. “On a scale of
1-10 Statesville is definitely a 10.”

ille Haunted Prison

Statesv
reaking floors,
eerie sounds, and
The rumors surrounding
inexplicable cold drafts usually
Statesville (statesvillehauntedaren’t the ideal components for
prison.com) that you get your
a dream house…unless we’re
money back and all of that jazz
talking about a haunted dream
are (unfortunately) untrue.
house.
According to their website,
It’s October and it’s time to
the answer to that question
get into the Halloween spirit.
is, “Hang on, let me catch my
Candy, creepy costumes, and cerbreath. I am just laughing way
tainly the most wicked haunted
too hard. Hold on. Ok. Phew!
houses ever.
That was a good one! Sure, you
Haunted houses, you say?
can have your money back, but
Surely some that come to mind
you will have to see the warden
are Reapers Realm, Statesville,
about that…” so I would say that
and Six Flag’s “Fright Fest”…and
it’s safe to assume that the answer
it’s our job to tell you about the
is no.
best in the Chicagoland area!
Not everyone agrees that the

oh-so-scary haunted prison is the
best like senior Richard Chandler.
“My top three haunted
houses are Reapers Realm, Sweet
Dreams Haunted House in Fun
Times Square, and The Asylum,”
he said. “Reapers Realm is my
favorite haunted house, it’s very
scary.”

Asylum Xperiment
At the Asylum Xperiment,
you will get three different experiences for the price of one. You
will first enter The House which
features zombies, ghouls, special
effects, illusions and Hollywoodstyle sets. Next, you will venture
through Blackout which is a maze
of darkness featuring creatures
ready to scare you at every twist
and turn. Lastly, you will go
through Armageddon which is
a place overrun by zombies that
feed off your fear.
Halloween are most people
favorite holiday.
“I’m more so into it for the

candy, but I am a big fan of
haunted houses,” junior Keenan
Lee said. “My favorite haunted
houses are Statesville Haunted
Prison and Basement of the
Dead.”
d

t of
Basemen

the Dea

In the early 1960s, the largest laundry
company in Aurora, Illinois suffered
a boiler explosion that maimed
employees. It's said that some of
them vowed revenge and return
every year to the Basement of the
Dead Haunted House (42fear.com)
located on the very site at 42 W.
New York Street. Spinning rooms,
wafting fog, deafening music and
convincing actors add up to a
distressingly good haunt Fridays
through Sundays in October,
including Halloween night.

Fear city
At 40,000 square feet
of interactive chills, Fear City
(fearcitychicago.com) is Chicagoland's largest haunted attraction.

Using motion picture special
effects, reclaimed sets and sound
stages and more than 50 actors,
Fear City takes willing participants
on a faux el train ride through graffitied alleys, a junk yard, slaughter
house, a Chicago airport and
Field. The undead even entertain
those waiting in line during the
haunting season in October.
Though haunted houses are a
big thrill around Halloween, not everyone likes them. Some think that
they are too scary or overpriced
and some people aren’t into the
interactive aspect where the actors
can reach out and touch you, but
that is just a matter of opinion.
Most of the haunted houses
listed are open as early as September and over around early
November. Everyone that likes a
good scare should try to make it
out to Statesville, Reapers Realm,
Basement of the Dead, Distubia,
Fear City, and many more awesome haunted houses during this
Halloween season.
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Avant-garde autumn style shows edginess
By Shaina Thompson
and Rock’yel Wilson

C

oming into the fall
season, styles and
trends are a forever-changing
matter for teens. Fashionistas
can always find bright colors, fun
patterns and flashy jewelry in our
busy halls. This season is to bring
much more high style.
Various styles and colors are
very essential to look out for, in
this upcoming season. Stylish patterns for autumn include stripes,
leopard prints, and plaids. Single
items of clothing that are to die
for this chilly season are knit
beanies, eye-catching outerwear,
over-the-knee leather boots, and
slouchy pants.
The most popular colors
you will notice will definitely be
deep and rich shades of green,
burgundy and navy blue.
“I distinguish myself from other people with the clothes I wear,”
said Raven Smith, who has been a
model for the Ford Agency.
Originality is a serious requirement to anyone who wants to be
in style. This means one must have
an eye for detail and be able to
figure out which items go together
or match well, while maintaining a
sense of uniqueness. Be exclusive,
yet follow the simple dress codes
of fashion. The stylish student will
agree, this fall is not about where

The photos above illustrate the latest fall gear featured at the boutique store Akira which has 20
stores in the Chicagoland area. Models of the fashion spot on their website show off new gear
such as spiked heels, blue jean and leather jackets. (At right) Style-haven at most malls, Forever
21, shows lace and floral patterns mixed with leather for cooler fall temps.
(Source: ShopAkira.com, Forever 21.com )
you buy your clothes from--labels
are not necessarily the definition of singular style. Better yet,
how you throw them together is
key. Knowing which patterns and
colors will complement each other
is imperative.
“Green is officially a thing for
fall 2013, from emerald to army,”
according to Glamour Fashion, an
online fashion blog.
Neutral colors are always
an easy pickup, because those
are considered basics. It is very
convenient to find colors like
beige, white, brown, and grey on
the racks and shelves of any of
the better stores and boutiques.
Fall colors also include the many

shades of green.
Junior Chance Jamerson, a
local fashionista, explained that
teal and burgundy are required
for the best and well-put together
outfits.
“Teal is a semi-green and
blue, which is a mixture of summer and spring,” said Jamerson.
“Then you get a fall color.”
Certain colors compliment
certain pieces of clothing. With
a simple outfit, it is smart to add
extra clothing pieces, such as
scarfs, hats and belts. Layering
clothing, such as sweaters, long
sleeve shirts and loud accessories, is becoming very popular.
Those who want to be seen add

to their clothing to give it depth
and edge. Smith advises that the
once-popular sweater vest is on
the comeback trail--get one now
before everyone has one.
For the boys, it is all about
the casual and urban look.
Baseball or non-logo tees, crew
necks, fitted jeans and snap back
hats are all hot right now--and
most definitely not those saggy
jeans that reveal those week-old,
unwashed drawers.
“The store PacSun [is hot],”
senior Ollie Banks said. “All urban
wear more fitted clothes are coming into style, rather than baggy.”
Through multiple personalities, each individual adds their

own swag to any outfit. Women’s
fashion and trend-seeking magazine, Cosmopolitan, informs readers to go all out! Keep warm and
comfortable, yet add edge and
spunk to all outfits.
“More is more [through
colors and layering clothing],” according to Cosmo, the venerable
fashion magazine.
Smith makes general comment for everyone. She advises
that the sophisticated should
have a motive and show class
with anything you wear. Be different, but remain very stylish.
“A little vintage, some
sophistication and a bit of edginess,” Smith said.

Many will say trust is vital, but few heed those words
By Tiera Townsend
and Taliyah Spells

H

ave you ever been
burned by someone that
you expected to have your back,
and they flat out betrayed you? You
might expect that from someone
you don’t have a strong relationship
with, but what about those who you
entrust with personal knowledge
about yourself or your life? Do you
have someone so close that you
would reveal these secrets without
hesitation? Having someone so
special can often be very, very
difficult to find as it seems so few
people understand what it really
means to be trustworthy.
Many will agree that trust is
perhaps the most important element of a genuine friendship or
relationship.
“We start to build long-term
relationships, and between all the
gossip and rumors, it is difficult to
have a trust bond between someone who is untrustworthy, “senior
Shaina Thompson said.
Trust is needed in all aspects
of our lives and can have a dramatic impact in someone’s personality. People who are trusted tend
to be more confident and outgoing. Those who are not trustworthy
tend to not believe in themselves
and do not speak up as much.
Depending on the trustworthiness it can also be judged
on other aspects of a person’s
personality.
“You don’t want to tell
people your business and they go
out and tell somebody,” senior
Lamont Walker said.
Today with social networking being all the rage, many put
all kinds of personal drama and

sensitive information about themselves on Facebook and Twitter,
trusting those they have friended
to use the info in confidence. But
few heed what should be basic
understanding among friends.
“It is a major issue simply
because you need to know who
you can talk to, without them telling
your business, somebody can get a
different view on things for reassurance,“ senior Diamond Sims said.
Many people believe there is
no relationship without trust.
“Trust is very important,
cause once you lose it, it is very
hard to gain it back,” eighth grader Kyera Johnson said.
Trust is the key to a stable
and faithful relationship.
“Trust is holding everything
together,” sophomore Taylour
Sykes said. “ Think of it like a
phone that’s not in service; only
games will be played when trust
is not present.”
If there wasn’t such thing as
trust, a lot of people will be dishonest and not committed.
“Without trust in a relationship, a lot of cheating will happen,”
sophomore Colby Johnson said.
Unfortunately, studies prove
that fact. It is estimated that
roughly 30 to 60 percent of all
married individuals (in the United
States) will engage in infidelity-cheating--at some point during
their marriage, according to a
report published on Truth about
Deception, a website that offers
advice about lying and infidelity.
Worse yet, it appears that
young people are even worse
when maintaining a relationship
built on trust, according to a
study by the University of Washington Center for the Study of

Health and Risk Behaviors.
“In 2006, about 19 percent
of married men and 13 percent
of married women under the age
of 30 said that they had been
unfaithful to their spouse,” the
survey concludes, which is an
increase from 13 and 11 percent,
respectively, over a similar study
conducted 15 years before.
Ironically, another study, the
Marriage Project, at Rutgers University, “cites one survey showing
that more than 90 percent of the
population believes that cheating
on one’s spouse is always wrong.”
The word trust means a lot to
people when you ask them, but
have found that it is misplaced far
too often.
“From experiencing 18 years
in friendships and relationships, I
can really say I don’t trust a lot of
people,” senior Kiana Sutton said.
“I have to watch my back because
I’m not just anybody. I mean there
are some people I trust, but just
to a certain extent.”
Having trust for the other
people means you should give
them trust, also. The trust others
will have for you will grow when
you show interest in their needs. If
you don’t trust anyone, you likely
won’t be able to easily interact
with your friend.
People lose trust in each
other when they break promises
and listen to one another.
Forbes online magazine, which
reports on business in America, ran
a story in 2012 entitled, “Why Trust
is the New Core of Leadership.”
The lead sums up the point of the
story: In order to be an authentic
leader, one must recognize the
“growing importance of trust.”
The story goes on to reveal

what trust really is and how it
must work.
“We too often talk about
‘trust’ as if it were a singular thing;
it’s not,” the story reveals. “Trust is
a relationship established between
a trustor and a trustee. It takes two
to tango, and two to trust.
“The role of the trustor is to
take risks; the role of the trustee is to
be trustworthy. When each is good
enough at their roles, a state of trust
results. If either party falls down on
the job, trust will disappear.”
Sometimes this only needs to
happen once and the victim won’t
trust you anymore. You can gain
your trust back from people but
owning up to your mistakes, being responsible and working hard
to gain it back.
Rebuilding trust is not as
easy as building trust. Ways to
gain back is to take immediate
action after the violation of trust,
apologize, take responsibility of

your actions, and show regret to
what you did wrong.
“Trust is the belief that somebody or something is good and is
fair, reliable, and will not betray or
cheat you,” senior Curtis Mitchell
said.
There are many reasons for students to trust their friends, but can
they say their trust is reliable, or the
reasons are reliable for us to trust in.
It is the most difficult thing to obtain yet the most facile thing to lose.
It is trust alone that has the power to
make or break relationships.
Trust can either start a dilemma or act as glue in relations.
Trusting someone blindly can
result in terrible situations. Putting
trust in someone can lead up hill,
send you sliding down the slope,
or place you at cross roads.
“People can’t get close if
they don’t trust each other and
they will eventually drift apart,”
senior Byron Patterson said.

MARRIAGE ON
DECLINE
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pletely different views
“I do not believe marriage
determines your happiness;
happiness is an inside job,”
said Yvette Hemphill, mother
of Akilah Smith. “Happiness
happens when you look for the
best in yourself and every situation. You should give nothing
or no one the permission to
determine your happiness.”
Some may think that when
you are unmarried and young,
your views on thing such as

marriage aren't as correct or
even close to accurate.
“Marriage is definitely
not one of my highest priorities, I’m much more interested
in making sure the woman
I’m with is worthy of my trust,
respect and love so, the idea
of a wedding doesn’t really
mean much to me, said Davis.”
It’ll just be a great memory to
share and look back on with
the woman I would’ve already
decided to spend my life with.”
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Color of music perceived by many,
but that may be changing
By Unique Boyd

F

or many generations
people have defined
music by race from the blues,
R&B, and soul dating back to
slavery when African Americans
wanted to tell us a story about
their life. In the nineteenth
century, white Americans got
their first taste of black music
through blackface minstrel
shows, which affected race
relations in a positive and
negative way.
For the last century there has
been the topic of “white people’s” music vs.“black people’s”
music.
“It’s not just black people
music or white people music, it’s
all music,” history teacher Carrie
Kelso said. “We’ve got to stop
being us and them, and start being we.”
The converse of it all seemed
to rise when hip hop and R&B
became popular. Since a majority
of rappers and R&B singers are
black, the term “black people”
music started to form. Lately
“rappers” known as Chief Keef
arose to the scene changing rap
as we know it.
“White music” is often
considered pop, indie, country, or
rock music.

“It goes back to slavery when
we were separated, when the
kind of music was different and
we had that mentality,” senior
and band member Shelana Martin
said.
It’s often time segregated by
the people who created the music
and the stereotypes and standards set by those artists. So if a
black artist sings/raps what black
people want to hear, they’ll have
a black audience. Being black
they’ll know what kind of music
appeals to black people.
“It’s really just another way to
segregate us,” said sophomore
Demiah Boyd.
When you hear music, you’re
not supposed to see color. You
feel, you connect, you enjoy.
Sometimes you can’t make a
distinction in the sound.
For example, “In This Life”
by Justin Timberlake, who is a
white male, or “Gangsta” by Kat
Dahlia, who is Cuban, neither of
these songs can you determine
race. But by them being sung
so soulfully, you would think they
were black artists.
Sade and Tina Marie are artists who were interracial and have
wonderful voices.
There have been many
performers such as Run D.M.C,
an African American group who
worked with a Caucasian rock

band, Aerosmith. Here we have
two genres of music, rock and hip
hop, and two races coming together to make a song that made
history. In 1986, the success of the
“Walk This Way” remake helped
bring hip hop into popularity with
a mainstream white audience.
Then there is Eminiem, who
is a Caucasian rapper. He raps the
truth and flows so eloquently.
Rihanna is a Babadian pop,
hip hop, and R&B singer. When
some think of pop they think,
“Oh, that’s white people music,”
when, in reality, a lot of black
people listen to pop.
Mackelmore is a white rapper, who has hit songs such as
“Thrift Shop,” “Same Love,” and
“Can’t Hold Us.” He’s liked by
many in likely all races.
With so many cross-over
vocalists and bands, perhaps, at
least through music, people won’t
define others by their skin tone or
where their heritage lies, but by
what they contribute.
“Music segregation is near
an end...all things take time,”
sophomore Kemond Collins said.
“It’s a sure start that the music industry is changing for the better.
Music segregation is near an end
in the next year or so. All things
take time. It’s a sure start that the
music industry is changing for the
better.”

Summertime horror conjures up
frightening movie experience

SPORTS

By Yardayn
Watkins
and Alan Cail

13

My iPod Playlist
Blurred Lines
Robin Thicke
This song has its weak points, such as comparison
to similar songs debuted last summer, but no one
could deny its appeal--both from the melody and
the pretty faces in the video. This is the song that
anyone will dance to.

Power Trip
J. Cole featuring Miguel
This was the song that moved spotlight hip hop to
the topic of love! Between the melody and the lyrics,
this romantic track was a definite summer favorite
for every teen in and out of a relationship.

Problems
A$AP Rocky, Ft. Drake 2Chainz Kendrick Lamar
The main hook of this hip-hop track became the goto line for any hashtag, and Instagram caption. And
even if you didn’t know any of the words, you knew
that one line during Lamar’s verse and that was
enough. This song was the highlight of many teen
social events and even changed slang in many cities.

...You Know I Got It
Jay Z f/ Rick Ross
When Magna Carta Holy Grail dropped on July 4th,
people immediately started searching through the
tracklist for the song that would become the jam of
the rest of the summer. This extremely controversial
song became the theme song of every teen with
pride.

Dis Ain’t What You Want
Lil Durk
The Chicago rapper offers a sample into his surprising talent. 2012 might have been an evolutionary
year for Chicago hip-hop, but it was negatively
followed by the backlash against Durk’s GBE partner
Chief Keef and everything he stood for.

Hold On We’re Going Home
Drake
This is a good song because of the music itself. The
lyrics are also good. It talks about how a girl is showing a different side and becoming someone she’s
really not, or at least acting like it.

By Bryana Beasley

F

or all the moviegoers
and/or scary movie
lovers, one of the recent horror
films worth seeing theaters is
“The Conjuring” which opened
way back in mid-July, but there
are still a handful of shows that
are still screening it.
This movie had to be one of
the scariest movies I ever saw; in
fact, on a scale from 1-10, I would
rate it a 8 1/2 for the plot, scare
level and cast performance.
In order for a scary movie to
be scary, it needs the right horror
music, a unique plot and makeup, depending on what type of
horror movie it is. It’s best when
movies don’t do cliche’ methods
and have predictable endings.
A scary film’s sound effects
and graphic effects can make-orbreak the movie. If the effects
and/or make-up is weak, then
more than likely the movie, itself,
will be weak as well.
Director James Wan’s “The
Conjuring” is based on a true story
and is about Roger Carolyn Perron
and their five daughters that moved
into a house in the countryside of
Rhode Island but didn’t know their
dream house was haunted.
Not even a week into their
new home, they’re settling into
their new home they’re getting settled into, they began to
experience unusual situations.
When they felt that it was nothing
they could do, the Perrons called
Mr. and Mrs. Warren (Ed and
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Lil Homie Snupe
Meek Mill
This song explains the death of Meek Mills friend
and signed recording artist “Lil Snupe.” He shows
sorrow and pain wishing that they could bring his
friend back. He also states that he would give money
and fame to bring Lil Snupe back.

The Conjuring hit theaters the weekend of July 19, bringing the
box office $41.5 million it’s first weekend out.
Lorraine), the ghost whisperers
known around the state.
Once the Warrens visited
Roger and Carolyn’s home, they
were shocked and in awe of the
information they found out about
that specific property they moved
on. Ed and Lorraine stayed to
see how they could get rid of
the mysterious occurrences, but
the closer they got to solving
the problem, the worse the spirit
continued.
The demonic spirit, according to the movie, was powerful
to the point where the person it’s
possessing doesn’t have control
of their body.
“This may well end up being the most frightening horror
movie of the year, in which case
you may want to believe that the
whole thing is pure fictional,” film
critic H. Shaw- Williams posted on
Screen Rant.com. “Well, after having seen the film...I can say that it’s
nothing Paranormal Activity. Much

scarier and a much better film.”

*SPOILER ALERT!*
The demonic spirit in that
house was a witch named
Bathsheba. She lived there in
the 1880s and was known to be
a practicing witchcraft, so she
suspected to sacrificing an infant
to the devil as an offering.
By her being accused of such
accusations which she denied, she
pronounced her love for the devil
and put a curse on her land, and
promised any woman who step a
foot on her property will kill either
herself or her children. Doing so, she
hung herself on her backyard tree.
She possessed a maid who
lived there and forced her to slit
her wrists, she possessed a mother and forced her to stab and kill
her only daughter, a young boy
drowned in a lake by the property and a baby with a pin shoved
in it’s head, who people accused
Bathsheba’s of doing.

How I Was Raised Up
Lil Bibby
This song is telling the story of how this Chicago rapper was raised. Lil Bibby was raised on the east side
of Chicago on 79th and Essex.

Holy Grail
Jay-z Ft. Justin Timberlake
The rapper talks about how fame cheated on him
with other rappers in the music industry. He also
talks about how he then took fame back, and fame
ended up cheating again with an up and coming rap
star. He says he wants fame to stop, but he ends up
embracing “fame” and his cheating ways.
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First quarter of NFL season over, star teams start to rise
By Jareem Fleming
and Ryan Jamrock

W

ith Week 4 coming to
a close Monday Night,
the NFL season is well underway,
with top teams starting emerge in
the race to Super Bowl XLVIII.
The NFL season started Sunday September 8th, and for us in
Chicago, the Bears have a team in
which a lot of people have been
thinking that they can return to
the Super Bowl for only the third
time in franchise history.
Other football fanatics
believe otherwise, and with the
widespread talent and coaching
around the league, you will never
know. There is a MVP race as well,
as new rookies who are coming to
take the league by storm.
In football the saying goes
“On any given Sunday,” which
means at any time any team can
win, no matter how they appear
to be out matched on paper.
Some are making bold predictions for the home team.
“Jay Cutler will have a breakout year and the Bears will win
the Super Bowl,” junior football
player and diehard Bears fan
Devonshea Berry said.
However after Da Bears’
humiliating 40-32 defeat against
the Detroit Lions on Sunday
afternoon will likely bring many
supporters dreaming of title glory
back down to earth. Chicago,

which were 3-0 for the first time
since 2010, and for only the third
time in the last 20 years.
The Lions (2-2) surprised Chicago with two touchdowns within
25 seconds in the second quarter,
courtesy of a 27-10 point explosion
in the second quarter, with one TD
essentially given up by another one
of Cutler’s weekly errant passes that
was picked off and returned to the
2-yard line for an easy score.
The San Francisco 49ers
seem to be a lot of experts and
fans’ favorite for this year, despite
their slow start at 2-2. With their
stacked roster, on paper, they
seem to be the most talented
team in the NFL.
Right now, they look far from
super, ranking 22nd overall in points
scored, 28th in passing yards.
“The Bears will make the playoffs, and the 49ers will have the best
record and win the Super Bowl,”
said Brandon Riley, senior and football captain. “Rookie quarterback
for the Buffalo Bills, E.J. Manuel, will
win Rookie of the Year.”
However, Mauryell Smith said
Tyrann Mathieu from the Arizona
Cardinals will take that honor.
Quietly, though, the Denver
Broncos are rolling over opponents earning an undefeated
record. Offensively they are also
ranked 1st in points, 1st in overall
yards, and 1st in passing yards.
Who’s putting up an average of
375 yards of air attack each game?
A 37-year-old veteran who many

As long as All-Pro
QB Peyton Manning
can stay healthy, the
Denver Broncos are
a virtual lock to win
this year’s Super
Bowl.
thought couldn’t return after a
serious neck injury, and was traded
by the Indianapolis Colts nearly
two years ago: Peyton Manning.
Junior football player Mauryell Smith lists Manning, a 16-year
veteran, as the league’s MVP this
season.
He also predicts that “The
Bears will go 10-6, considering
their moderately tough schedule.”

Picking this year’s winners
Taking all opinions into consideration, we’ve made our own
predictions and analyses.
The Bears are a team who has
a long history of letting fans down
when the hopes for them are high
(think most of the 1980s, and,
most recently, the Super Bowl loss
to the Colts in the 2006 season).
This year, they have a group on
offense that can compete with the

MUSTANGS ‘ROAR’ ON TV
school’s state basketball champions and 13-time city champion
pom-pom team would be a surprise for Perry. These teams, plus
the band, were chosen to demonstrate entertainment, hard work,
talent, skills, and leadership.
Through the make-up, lights,
uniform adjustments, and many
takes, the producers and staff
of GMA, and MP participants
equally put in their best effort to
make this effort entertaining.
“The producers wanted us to
have a lot of spunk and sass while
doing this commercial,” pom
team member and senior Maryah
Person said. “They coached us
throughout filming and wanted to
make sure we were perfect, but
still have fun and be entertaining
to the viewers.”
Being a national television
show, the show’s producers and
staff didn’t leave until every take
was perfect.
“I felt honored to dance on
national television,” said pompom team captain and senior

MUSTANGS WIN
DESPITE ROSTER
SHAKE UPS
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as a coach. My favorite part of it
all was Josh [Cunningham] dunking and yelling 'Good Morning
America.’”
Although the commercial
features rapid, short clips of many
different schools shouting, including MP, some might think that it’s
easy to dismiss.
“I would’ve preferred a longer time period, but knowing that
we were chosen because we’re
the best made it worth it.”
Airing at 8:00 central time
on the weekdays, GMA has been
an American entertainment and
news source since the 1970s. The
commercials started airing on
August 30.
Perry is well known for her
many hit singles, extraordinary
wardrobe and performances.
GMA wanted to surprise her with
an opening for her new single
“Roar.”
Morgan Park was chosen
out of 106 CPS high schools. The
GMA producers and staff said
that this performance from the

best defenses out there. All-Pro
Brandon Marshall (wide receiver),
considered one of the best in the
league, had a career year with
1,500 receiving yards and 11 trips
to the end zone.
With a healthy Matt Forte
(RB) returning, and improvements
to the offensive line, Cutler will
have plenty of weapons.
Despite the positives, we
predict the once-Monsters of the
Midway going disappointing 9-7
and not making the playoffs due
to the toughness of their schedule.
Our rookie of the year prediction is E.J. Manuel from the Bills;
he has all the tools to make an
impact in the AFC East.

My breakout player of the
year is T.Y. Hilton from the Indianapolis Colts. Last year, he had 50
receptions and 861 receiving yards
and part of the young Colt offense
that is on the rise with future Hall
of Fame QB Andrew Luck.
Manning will easily win his
5th MVP award this year, already
throwing for a mighty 16 touchdowns (an NFL record to start
a season) and having a 134.7
quarterback rating (second to the
Seattle Seahawks Tarvaris Jackson
with an amazing 158.3).
When it comes down to
Super Bowl XLVIII, the Baltimore
Raven will not be making a repeat
performance, but the Niners will.
However, will once again walk
away empty handed, as the Broncos will beat them to take home
their third Vince Lombardi trophy
after a 12-4 season and Manning
clicking with Wes Welker (Pro
Bowl wide receiver) all year.
But another reason to watch
the game that’s scheduled for February 2, 2014 at MetLife Stadium at
the Meadowlands Sports Complex
in East Rutherford, New Jersey, is
because this will be the first Super
Bowl to be played outdoors in a
cold weather environment, and
the first in 38 years to be played
outdoors on artificial turf.

Shaina Thompson. “It was a very
fun and different experience to be
filmed by professionals.”
The dancers were state title
winners four years in a row, from
2008-2011.
Over the past basketball
season, becoming a source to
be reckoned with by winning the
3A Class state championship,
the boys varsity team was just as
eager and surprised as the girls.
“I enjoyed the whole
experience of being on national television and showing
the country what I and my team
are made of,” said senior and
basketball team captain Joshua
Cunningham. “I think they chose
us because they felt we would
be a great opening for Katy
Perry, because we bring what
she brings to the table, which is
good talent and entertainment.
I think we represented Morgan
Park and ourselves well. We gave
them a show, and that’s what MP
students are known for: showing
up and showing out.”

tem,” said Burrage, “You have
to create an eligibility list and
when the paperwork isn’t in on
time, that’s what happened to
that.”
The shake-up with the
roster appears to have carried
over to field for the Mustangs, mainly by the void left
by safety-now-QB Jevaughn
Morgan.
“We could have fed off of
his energy [on defense], which
we really needed since we
were tired in the first game,”
said Brandon Riley, starting
senior defensive back.
Restless fans sat in agony
as the Mustangs struggled to
maintain a flow against the
Caravan and the Wildcats. The
Mustangs defense, allowing 82
points from their opponents,
showed signs of life early in
each game, but quickly evaporated as the games dragged
on. The offense, scoring only
8 points in the two games,
played with a lack of confi-

dence as turnovers and broken
plays piled up.
The last time the Mustangs opened up the season
0-2 in the 2011, they finished
with an overall record of 4-10,
getting bounced in the first
round from both the city and
state playoffs.
The Mustangs, however,
have quickly pulled it together,
looking like the Mustangs of
old, beating three straight
Illini Prairie State conference
schools.
The stellar defense picked
up their victories when they
pitched two straight shutouts
and the offense scored multiple touchdowns in each of
the games against Harlan (180) and Calumet-Perspectives
(21-0).
Next up is Robeson (3-2,
losing to Hubbard on Saturday,
21-6), followed by Orr (0-5) for
homecoming, and then will
wrap up the regular season
against Hubbard (3-2).

FROSH-SOPH FOOTBALL
continued from page 16

August 30. There were plenty of
mistakes made, like fumbles, and
interceptions.
The final score came against
the young Mustangs with a 16-8
loss, despite two quarters left in
the game, but it was called due
to severe thunderstorms and
quarter-sized hail.
Sadly, there was a major
problem contributing to the loss,
one that has been plaguing essentially every team at MP.

“Many of the starters on the
Mustang team, due to the new requirements needed to play, were
ineligible.” said Cheryl Walker, a
Mustang parent.
Luckily with the new eligible players, a better game was
played against the Mt. Carmel
Caravan, but it was still a loss.
Even though the final score was
a disappointing 35-0, improvements were made by some
players. A strong defense was

played, corners were locked
down, linebackers were hitting
their gaps, and the defensive line
got through the offensive line and
into the Caravan backfield.
However, sophomore free
safety Trenell Austin didn’t see
anything but the “L.”
“These first two games were
weak!” he said. “If we could play
with more speed and more aggression, we could have won both
of those game.”

The players seemed to want
to strive for even better results.
”We must play as a team and
complete our jobs on the field, but
also play smart,” sophomore middle
linebacker Dequan Roach said.
The coaches are noticing
improvements by seeing some of
the players stepping up and doing what they are told.
“Those two games were simply warm up games we played,”
assistant coach Alonzo Harris

said. “Those games were to see
what people were made of and to
see where we could use people
in certain positions. We do know
we are ready for this upcoming
season; you can believe that.”
“As soon as the players see
their potential they possess, it’s just
going to come natural and it will be
fun,” said assistant coach Cory Shannon. “The best have yet to come on
all three levels [referring to the varsity,
frosh-soph and freshman teams].”
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Mighty Mustangs sport new uniforms Fans follow victories,
By Thomas Huff

T

he Robert C. Antonides
Foundation (RCA) bought
the Mighty Mustangs new uniforms
over the summer to replace the old
jerseys and to keep the Green and
White tradition alive.
RCA funded over $6000
purchase of green and white jerseys
and pants, according to head coach
Wesley Yates. Fifty-five sets of
uniforms were received, while new
white helmets and other accessories
was also funded by RCA foundation.
The jerseys are the highlight
of the set, as they feature new lettering, fabric, and embroidered,
dimensional player numbers.
The coach was very important to the style of the outfits,
as he actually designed them
“based on college and NFL uniforms,” he said.
But more importantly, the
school’s official colors—green and
white-- are more prominent, with
subtle accents of orange.
“[It’s in the] fight song, and I
think it’s only appropriate that we
went back to the natural colors of
Morgan Park,”Yates said.
Orange was only introduced
to the football team back in the
early 1980s due to a set of bright
orange helmets being donated to
the squad, earning the Mustangs
the nickname, “Pumpkin Heads.”
Some of the football players

Senior Quarterback Jevaughn
Morgan sports the new
uniform as he walks to the
sideline during Morgan Park’s
shut out against Harlan 18-0
(Photo taken by Brittney
McMillion)
have remarked that they appreciate that some of MP’s history is
acknowledged on the jerseys.
“The uniforms are different,
but having the RCA stitch on the
jersey keep the tradition alive,”
said offensive tackle Marcel Harrell.
He also feels that with the

team using the original colors forest green and white he feels “that
we are going back to what our
school is originally about.”
Robert C. Antonides was a
head coach at Morgan Park for
many years. Antonides was the
head football coach at Morgan
Park High from 1929 to 1960,
with a career won-lost record of
135 wins, 69 losses and 20 ties,
including a city championship in
1932,” according to a Beverly
Area Planning Association (BAPA)
biography of the local hero. “He
joined the MPHS faculty in 1929
as Head Coach for football, baseball and wrestling.
“Following his retirement
as a coach, he became Assistant
Principal at Morgan Park until his
final retirement in 1968.
“Robert C. Antonides, longtime Head Football Coach of the
Morgan Park High School football
team, over the years a number of
the ‘Empehi’ football teams under
Anton reached section playoffs
and city finals held in various locations including Soldier Field.
“During his tenure numerous players from the Empehi
football Mustangs, following in
his footsteps, were elected to the
South Central Section All Star,
All-City and All-State Teams. Many
went on to play football in college;
some played professional football.
Others became coaches at the
high school and college levels.”

TEAM CHEMISTRY SOUGHT
continued from page 16

has come to MP to make big
changes on the volleyball team.
She has high hopes and expectations for the girls this season.
“[I am] very excited for a
great season,”Greer said. “[Practice] has been very helpful and
productive. Hopefully [we will]
take it all the way to state.”
Bridget Clifford, the girl’s former coach and a former teacher
for MP, attended one of the girls’
games early in the season. She is
happy to report she is very hopeful for the girls this year.
“[The team will be] very
successful,” said Clifford, who is
now attending the Chicago Police
Academy for law enforcement
training. “I heard great things
about the coach; hopefully they’ll
pull together as a team. Sydney
[is a] strong leader. Maya James
[is a] good hitter, [and I] wish the
best for [them] this year.”
Unfortunately, James recently
left the team.
Last year, the girls varsity
team record was a dismal 1-11.
They hope to improve upon that
record since changing divisions
and a getting a new coach. The
girls appear much more hopeful
about the outcome.
“We’ve won more games
since dropping two divisions,” senior player Shelby Hubbard said.
“I guess that’s pretty good. Going
to the playoffs is an automatic.
We have [history] with Coach Clifford. She was most of the team’s
teacher at one point, so our bond
with her is stronger. We’re still
getting a feel for Coach Greer’s
preferences and personality.”
Playoffs seem like they are
going to be something to look
forward to this time.
“At the rate we’re going,

the competition that we have,
and our coach’s persistence with
us, we’re a shoe in for the playoffs,” Jones said. “Coach Clifford
was never my coach, but from
what I observed, I prefer Coach
Greer’s personality, because she
cares about the team further than
volleyball. She has a great spirit,
and is like a mother figure. [But] I
prefer Coach Clifford’s coaching
[methods], because she is more
experienced and very disciplined.”
With this team playing as one
solid unit, only they can stop their
own growth.
“The team will go much
further than last year, and finish
stronger than we started,” senior
captain Sydney Ellzey (#19) said.

Sophomore squad 9-2
The sophomore Lady Mustangs are on a five-game winning
streak since losing to South Shore
earlier last month.
Three freshmen and nine
sophomores make up this year’s
team, and they are pretty skilled,
according to sophomore co-captain Kendall Edison.
“The captain [Alaisha Chambers] is the best setter I’ve ever
seen,” she said. “Faith Kimbrough
[a freshman] always moves her
feet on the court, while [freshman]
Little Sydney Dukes always knows
how to get her hand of the ball.”
The regular season will end
against Hyde Park on October 3.
Their last home game was last Saturday (L) against South Shore, again.

Soccer seeks elusive win

Senior goalie Brandon Raya hustles to block a incoming
shot by a Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences
forward. The Mustangs (0-6) lost to the Cyclones 7-0 in
the late Thursday afternoon match-up. (Photo by Joshua
Brock)

sport popularity

Especially for homecoming, as shown here at last year’s
game, fans really turn out for a big football game. (2013
Yearbook)
By Torrence Johnson
championship, and in the CPS
and Diamond Sims		 city championship, they came

		

F

an attendance at the
different sporting
events MP offers appears to
be very scattered, and is often
based on the popularity of the
sport, as well as that particular
squad’s success.
At virtually all of football
and basketball games, there
is usually a great crowd of
people to come watch and
support their games, either at
enormous Gately Stadium or in
the boys new gym which now
features comfortable seating.
For the swimming teams,
on the other hand, it’s usually
the complete opposite at the
tiny venue.
“At each swim meet
almost all the girl’s family was
there and that’s about it,”
said Gerald Winston, the girls
varsity swim team coach. “We
are begging people to come
to our meets.”
Despite a significant renovation in the pool area, limited
space leaves only a bench and
some random chairs for fans to
watch the swimmers.
“If you’re going to watch,
you will get wet, because there
isn’t a deck to prevent the water splashing,” Winston said.
The swim teams, both
boys and girls, once had a
fierce following, especially
back in the 1980s and 1990s
when they were perennial
competitors and winners at the
city finals.
The girls volleyball teams
of the same period had a significant number of fans, generally because of their success in
winning city titles.
But in their current drought
of hardware, such squads find it
difficult to garner support. Even
so, some sometimes say a sport
itself is, well, all wet.
“Swimming seems boring
to me, not much going on,”
said Kamisha Battles, a senior. “I
like to watch football, because it
seems interesting to me to see
people running all around the
field hitting each other.”
The boys varsity basketball team had a lot of success
last year. They won the IHSA
boys basketball Class 3A IHSA

in second place.
The football team has enjoyed a lot of success, too, by
being the runner-up in the CPS
city title game last year.
When the basketball team
went downstate to compete
for state championship last
spring, the students attended
in droves. There were a dozen
buses full of fans that even
missed some school time to
arrive at the game on time.
Even new teachers like
Lauren Dipego know how
popular this team is.
“Morgan Park basketball
team [gets a lot of] support
from school and alumni,” said
Lauren DiPego, an English
teacher. “Morgan Park versus
Simeon is like a big rivalry.”
The basketball team has
had a great deal of success
producing players that are
continuing to make an impact
after graduation. Former Mustang Wayne Blackshear, now
at the University of Louisville
as a shooting guard, played
basketball, was a part of team
that won the city title in 2010.
He was recently integral in the
Cardinals’ NCAA championship last year.
However, the football team
has produced multiple players
who have gone on not only to
the college level, but they have
played in the NFL: Frisman
Jackson (Cleveland Browns),
Corbin Bryant (Buffalo Bills),
Fred Evans (Minnesota Vikings),
Trezelle Jenkins and Corey
Mays (Kansas City Chiefs), and
Lee Bernet (Denver Broncos).
With that kind of historical
talent, it’s not a surprise to see
a lot of students and faculty
members supporting their
games. Football is very exciting for a lot of people, as it’s
the No. 1 sport in the U.S.
However, at least at the
local level, basketball may be
more popular due to so many
fair-weather fans.
“I feel the basketball team
has more support because
they are in a gym,” senior
football player James Jackson
Jr. said. “Football has to be
played outside, so if we have
harsh weather that day, the
fans have to deal with it.”
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Mustangs gain momentum, stomp on Bengals
By Marcel Harrell
and Charles Bournes

T

he Mustangs varsity
football team (32) opened up the season on
the wrong foot, suffering two
consecutive blowout losses, but
have since swiftly rebounded with
three straight victories, the latest
delivering a crushing defeat to
the Bogan Bengals, 44-0.
The late Saturday evening
game appeared on paper to be
a low-scoring, grind it out on the
ground affair, as many players on
both sides were out or ineligible
to play. And both teams also featured inexperienced quarterbacks
at the lead position, with Bogan
(0-5) putting a safety in at the
lead offensive position.
But it turned out to be an
explosive offensive and special teams’ rout of the hapless
Bengals. Timothy Smith put up
a 15-yard TD pass and a 10-yard
scamper for another score, while
RB Charles Bournes took off for a
70-yard TD punt return and a 30yard score from scrimmage.
The defense went on a mission to go after the Bengals QB,
with Tajhe Hartley dropping him
for four sacks, while James Jackson Jr. planted the QB twice more.

Mustang defensemen wrap up the Bogan quarterback in the endzone for a sack late in the second
quarter, making the score 22-0. The defense earned their third straight shut-out as they routed the
Bengals, 44-0. (Photo by Brittney McMillion)
The Bengals have allowed
their opponents to virtually score
at will, allowing all but one team
to score at least 40 points per
game. The Mustangs have steadily
improved their scoring each game
so far, while the defense has
earned a shut-out in each win.

Season opens with losses
to tough opponent,
parochial powerhouse

The Mustangs lost in a rout
to the No. 1 ranked team in
the state and 11-time IHSA title
winners, the defending Class 8A
champion Mt. Carmel Caravan
(5-0), 48-8, one week after a
crushing shutout to the Thornton
Wildcats (3-2), 34-0. The varsity
squad, missing many key players,
struggled to show any continuity
on the field.
“I felt kind of bad knowing

I couldn’t play with my team the
next day,” said Javonte White,
junior starting varsity quarterback,
when asked how he felt about
being declared ineligible the day
before the first game.
White is just one of the many
skill players not eligible to play for
the Mustangs. This shook up the
entire team. The new administration is cracking down hard and
strictly enforcing player eligibility

rules. In order to compensate, remaining players and coaches have
switched up the scheme of things.
Head coach Wesley Yates
had to pull his starting strong
safety, senior Jevaughn Morgan,
to play the all-important quarterback position. Yates still seemed
optimistic about his team despite
all the adversity.
“I expect for us to work hard
and to show that Morgan Park is
still a team to be reckoned with,”
he said.
His expectations are not only
high on the field, but off the field
as well, especially after his starting QB was sidelined.
“I feel that we have to understand that academics are the first
and most important thing, and
making sure that the [students
are] performing up to specs,” the
second-year head coach said.
The fall athletic director,
Adrian Burrage, shared some different comments as to why White
and other players could not play.
“Important paperwork is due
[on time], and I do my best to get
all of the paperwork into the sys-
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Girls volleyball
Mustangs play the part
in promoting national contest seeks significant

Pom member Jada Long seen here in an advertisement as
part of an extended clip of schools from around the country
promoting “Good Morning America”’s “Roar With Katy Perry”
contest. (ABCNews.go.com)
By Jada Long
and Robin Kennedy

M

organ Park’s pompom team, boys
varsity basketball team, and
the marching band were
chosen by America’s morning

news and talk show, “Good
Morning America” (GMA), to
videotape promotional footage
for their daily broadcast.
A video camera crew visited
the school on August 27 to film
a surprise opener for singer and
entertainer Katy Perry who appeared on GMA to promote the
“Roar” contest for schools. ABC

is asking that those interested
are to send a two-minute video
of students at your school
performing your own rendition of Perry’s “Roar” for a
chance to win “Good Morning
America”’s “Roar With Katy
Perry” contest.
The qualified school of
one lucky student representative entrant will win a live
concert by the artist to be
held at the school on or about
October 25, 2013. The concert
will also be broadcast on GMA.
Getting a chance to be on
national television was a great
opportunity, according to head
coach Nick Irvin.
“It made me feel good as
a coach,” the state-champion
basketball coach said. “The
experience was great; when I
was a kid, I was also on GMA,
but seeing my team enjoy it
was an even better experience

Please turn to page 14 for
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Frosh-soph squad expects to get better soon
By Kyler Laurent

T

he frosh-soph football
squad has been playing
hard and aggressive football in
their first three games.
The game that really pumped
them up was the win against the
Julian Jaguars. This game was

one many players will remember
for the improvements made from
the previous two games. The
Mustangs won, 26-6, playing as a
unit all four quarters.
With the first score of the
game was thanks to sophomore
receiver Chester Shipp. Following his TD was freshman receiver
Jadacus Dixon, and the 2-point

conversion by QB Jeloni Hardy.
The final score was made by
sophomore halfback Kush Baxter.
Let’s go back a couple games
ago when the frosh-soph squad
played the Thornton Wildcats on
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improvement

Senior captain Sydney Ellzy blocks a tip by her Lindblom
Lady Eagles opponent. Unfortunately, The Lady Mustangs
(6-4) lost to the Englewood school last Thursday. (Photo by
Randi Crawford)
By Ja’Quan Kilgore
and Briana Simmons

G

irls varsity volley ball
team (6-4) is making
this season a much better one
this year than the previous one,
with a new coach, and hopes
of making it to the playoffs.
In previous years, the girls
struggled with winning, and internal team problems. The girls
teamwork was poor, and they
weren’t bonding very well. This
year there are major changes.
They are starting to win more
and their teamwork is improving. Victoria Jones, (#22), a
junior, and captain of the team,

noticed great changes in the
girls and their performance.
“This year the teamwork is
much better,”Jones said. “We
give each other constructive
criticism, and we’re like a family now. Everyone’s skills have
increased, and we bring out
the best in one another on the
court.”
The girls also have a new
coach this year. Shlinda Greer,
a former basketball and volleyball coach for other high
school and junior high teams,
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