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EMPEHI News
takes home
‘superior’
repeat 3-peat

MP represents at popular South Side St. Patrick’s parade
By Marcellus Freeman

M

T

he McCormick
Foundation and the
Scholastic Press Association
of Chicago (SPAC) held their
annual media awards contest
for high school journalists, at
which EMPEHI News earned a
total of 11 awards, one being
a “superior” rating for Overall
Newspaper for the third year in
a row.
The school publication’s top
recognition for Overall Newspaper was also a repeat three-peat,
taking
home a
superior
rating in
2010 and
2011. The
last time
Plaque for earning the paper
has accomthe most SPAC
plished this
awards, overall,
was in ‘05,
tying with Lane
‘06, and ‘07.
Technical.
In a
media award packet, judges included comments for all winning
entries. For MP’s Overall Newspaper entry, judges said EMPEHI
News features “a nice range
of relevant stories; overall very
professional-looking and graphically appealing paper.”
Against the 12 other
participating schools, both
Chicago public high schools
and local parochial schools,
EMPEHI News took home the
awards among the 23 media
categories, tying for first place
in earning the most with Lane
Technical High School.
Mustang reporters won the
11 awards in only the 16 printrelated categories; the other
areas for judging are in electronic
media, such as broadcast and
website-related journalism, both
of which MP has no presence. But
despite being unable to compete
fully, and with Lane Tech earning
three awards in the electronic
areas, the Mustangs still tied the
Northside journalistic competitor. Both schools won a plaque
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The state championship basketball team flank principal Dr.
Carolyn Epps and MP Olympic medalist Aja Evans participate
in the South Side Irish St. Patrick’s Day Parade. (Photo
courtesy of Julia McSweeney)

ustangs braved the
windy, bitter cold and
brought the Green and White to
the South Side St. Patrick’s Day
Parade, as the Marching Band,
the state championship basketball
team, along with a huge
welcome-home for Sochi Olympic
medalist and Morgan Park
alumnus Aja Evans, represented
the school in the event.
The band did a great job,”
band director Shemeka Nash

said. “The South Side Irish parade is one of the best parades
we do all year.”
This, the 36th annual
event of the Western Avenue
parade, has been a tradition
for the band for the last three
years, coinciding with the
return of the once-cancelled
celebration, and with the
green-and-white uniforms, it
was a perfect fit.
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ST. PAT’S MARCH

Mustangs win Class 3A crown
in second title straight run

TWO-IN-A-ROW! The boys varsity basketball team, coaches, cheerleaders, administrators, and staff celebrate the state

championship victory after their come-from-behind victory over the Lincoln Railspliters, 59-49 at the Peoria Civic Center
last Saturday afternoon. After being down as many as 13 points in the third quarter, the Mustangs regrouped in the fourth to
defend their IHSA Class 3A title won last spring. This repeat victory was celebrated at a special victory rally held in the boys
gymnasium last week. For more on the state title game, see “Mustangs bring home trophy” on page 16. There is also a color
centerspread keepsake featuring photos from the title game on page 8-9. (Photo by Richard Chandler Jr.)
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By Maggie West

he dress. The tux. The
hair and nails. The sex?
At nearly every high school
across the nation, prom comes
once or twice a year. But it’s a
commonly held notion that after
the extravagant dance, the night
should end with “excitement.” By
excitement I mean sex.
Physical intimacy to some teenagers after prom is like some type
of tradition. It’s the highlight of their
night, and for some, it’s perceived
as the highlight of their life.
Prom night, to some, resembles the momentous importance
of a wedding day, just minus the
spending-the-rest-of-your-life-with-

that-one-person part. Usually at
the end of the wedding day, the
couple goes off on their honeymoon. Everyone should know what
occurs then, so it can be understandable on the teenagers’ part
if they’re feeling the same type of
way by the end of the night.
But the idea of doing it
boggles my mind. We’re all not
old enough to rent a hotel room,
and most parents usually don’t
have rooms set-up for their child
to have intercourse in--at least not
normal ones. So the question I
have is why have or even expect
sex after prom?
The questionable reasoning
varies. Some teens say that it’s
the night when their parents allow
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In my opinion

by Kristen
						 Miles

them to stay out for an extremely
long time. Others say they’ll do
it because of the significance of
the person they’re dating. They
simply have the freedom to do so.
However, for some they want their
night to memorable because it’ll
be their first time.
I truthfully feel that it’s a cliché; however, it occurs every year.
The night should be memorable.
The decision to have sex is an
important and personal choice. If
you feel that having intercourse is
the main way to make your night
memorable then by all means, do
so. But do realize the huge step

Please turn to page 7 for
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All aboardethe
dimoney train
By Brittney McMillion

I

f you didn’t know the
value of a dollar before
senior year, you certainly will
before you graduate. We all
end junior year anxious to
begin our last year of high
school, thinking “Yes, this is
finally it.” But let’s not forget
senior year is stressful and
expensive.

tor

Let’s run through everything
that must be paid for before
prom. First we have to pay our activity fee, which is every year, and
if you don’t pay that, of course, it
then becomes debt.
And, oh, let’s not forget about
your school debt. Unless you’re
someone who doesn’t lose books,
or get temps, or forget to pay
class fees, such as technology or
science lab, then you have a fee.
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Then there’s the $5 you
have to pay for every transcript
you want to send to every
school, and if you forgot to
send that specific school your
ACT, there’s an another $11
fee you have to pay to ACT to
send it.
Then, when it’s time to
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Some policy changes could help tardy problem
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By Marcel Harrell
and Charles Bournes

eMdi

organ Park has had its
share of challenges
with students respecting the
importance of attendance and
punctuality for a few years now.
Students arriving late to school
in the morning or getting swept
during passing periods seem
to pose the biggest problems
to running a smooth operation
EMPEHI.
The current policy that is in
place for the morning procedure
is students have until precisely
7:45 a.m. to enter the facility at
both entrances. At that time,
the old building entrance is shut
down--with exceptions to students
who need temporary ID’s--and all
students are to enter through the
new building entrance where they
then proceed to the lunchroom
and stay there for the remainder of
first period. That policy which was
levied on students rather unexpectedly on February 26, creating
a lot of tension.
To us, punishing students
and making them miss their first

class of the day doesn’t make
sense. Many students claim things
can happen on the way to school
that detains them, while the
adults’ textbook answer of “wake
up earlier” just does not cut it in
all cases.
Often it’s the long lines at the
entry points that causes some to
actually be late. The school needs
to work with students especially
to help expedite the security lines
at the door.
Other school policies, like the
drink policy, really slow down the
entering process. There is nothing
wrong with the no-drink rule, but
other methods should be in place
to speed up the lines at the doors
which will allow the students to
enter the building at an earlier
time upon arrival.
More security needs to be
placed at the front doors because
two staff members are certainly
not enough to closely scrutinize all
who are trying to enter the building. Sometimes you get to the old
building entrance and there is only
Vernice “Mama” Conway running
the checkpoint. She can’t handle
the enormous number of students
that try to pass through that door

at one time. Enough security
personnel must be made available
so that entering the school is both
quick and safe.
The other issue of students
getting swept during the passing
periods is a major one. Students
have five minute passing periods
in between classes, and if they
are in the hall when the tardy bell
rings, students are then to be
corralled in the “sweep” room for
the remainder of that period.
That policy seems fair, but
there are other problems that put a
damper it. Some chokepoints in the
hallways, especially at the “T,”are
especially problematic with groups
of loitering students standing
around while others are trying to
maneuver to class is way too much.
Some will just stand outside
of their class instead of going in
which just adds to the problem.
The congestion in the second and
third T’s are dangerous and make
some kids late, depending how
far they have to travel. Those who
are in the way need to get out of

Please turn to page 7 for
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Bullies need to look in the mirror
By Ashley Evans

H

ave you ever wondered
why people bully?
They lack self- esteem and their
disappointed in themselves.
“Bullying is unwanted, aggressive behavior among school
aged children that involves a
real or perceived power imbalance,” according to Stopbullying.
org, an organization dedicated

to drawing awareness to the
problematic issue. “The behavior
is repeated, or has the potential to be repeated, over time.
Bullying includes actions such as
making threats, spreading rumors,
attacking someone physically or
verbally, and excluding someone
from a group on purpose.”

Please turn to page 7 for

STOP BULLYING

EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to the
editor. All letters must have a name and division number. We reserve the right to edit
all letters for mechanics, length, and content.
Please submit responses with name and division to Mr. Majeske or any member of the
newspaper, or to empehinews@gmail.com.
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Donors offer support of JROTC blood drive
By Marcel Harrell
and Zakiyyah Smith

T

he JROTC held their
annual blood drive on
March 4 in the gymnasium in an
effort to help donate blood and
raise awareness of the importance
of giving it.
The drive this year took place
in the old building second floor
gym. In recent years, the event has
been moved due the increased
turn-out of willing donors. Heartland Blood Center worked closely
with the JROTC who sponsored
the important event. Heartland
is located on 16100 Centennial
Circle in Tinley Park, Illinois.
This is the fourth year that
the blood drive has been hosted
solely by the JROTC. They have
been a part of the drive for many
years, but they decided to take
on the project as a solo sponsor.
They use the event as a service
learning project for their JROTC
members. Colonel (ret.) Michael
Casey, head of JROTC, coordinates each event and seemed
really thrilled about the outcome.
“I think it was successful,”
Casey said. “Our blood supply
is critical to the wellbeing of our

A student is attended to by Heartland Blood Center medical
personnel as he donates some of his blood during the JROTC’s
sponsorship of the annual blood drive. Thirty-eight of the 66
individuals who offered to donate were able to this year.
community.”
This drive, in particular, was a
nice success. They had 38 donors
who gave blood and 66 sign-ups
who were unable to donate the
life-giving fluid due to various
reasons, such as having tattoos or
health issues.
According to Col. Casey,

those 28 deferrals were due to
either low blood iron.
Not just anyone can give
blood; potential candidates must
go through a thorough prescreening process.
Any person who hoped
to donate had to first read the
Donor Qualification Guide, which

identifies 25 different reasons for
potentially being disqualified.
They include weight restrictions
(110 lbs. minimum), diabetes, having dental surgery in the past 72
hours, traveling to certain countries outside the U.S., and being
pregnant. Also, those who have
had a tattoo inked in the past 12
months can’t give, unless sterile,
single use equipment was used.
Senior Brandon Raya was
excited to give blood.
“It’s my first time, but I’m not
nervous, I just want to help those
in need,” he said at the event.
According to statistics, about
12.6 million units of whole blood
are donated in the United States
each year by about eight million
volunteer blood donors. These
units are transfused to about four
million patients per year.
The uses of blood are
increasing everyday, and according to the American Red Cross,
one pint of blood can save three
people’s lives. Every two seconds someone needs a blood
transfusion and about five million
patients in the US need blood
every year.
Col. Casey was very thankful
for all of those who helped.

“I appreciate everyone
that gave blood or tried to give
blood,” he said. “JROTC is all
about motivating to be better
citizens.”
As some students may use
the blood drive as an excuse to
get out of class, other students,
like senior Curtis Mitchell, who is
a JROTC participant and current
army reserve, saw the event as an
opportunity to do something nice
for someone else.
“I donated blood to help
someone that may need blood
one day,” Mitchell said. “I wasn’t
afraid to give blood because it
wasn’t my first time, even though
I wasn’t able to donate this time.
I don’t know my blood type but
hopefully it’s a match for somebody.”
Another student who felt the
same way was Morgan Park alum
Autumn Crump. She donated
blood a few years back when the
blood drive was first introduced.
“It’s good to know that
the school is so involved with a
serious issue such as this one,”
Crump said. “People think that
donating is not important, but
they don’t realize they have the
power to change a life.”

Students try their hand at law in mock trial
By Marcel Harrell,
Zakiyyah Smith,
and Byron Patterson

T

he mock trial
competition pitted
teacher Jaclyn Thornton’s law
class against other schools,
and the winner of the heated

debate moved on to compete
against another winning school
today, Wednesday, April 2. Both
of Morgan Park’s teams advanced
to this event.
The overall adventure the
Mustang students received was
one worth cherishing as they
practiced skills in front of real court
officials.

“It was a great experience,”
junior Shaquira Williams said,
“because we learned to work together. We had time to talk to real
lawyers and judges and we experienced life in a real courtroom.”
The class was split up into
two teams, Plaintiff and Defendant, and went head-to-head with
other schools on March 18 at the

ST. PAT’S MARCH
continued from page 1

“Our band brought variety
to the parade,” Drum Major and
Senior Yardan Watkins said. “We
added a whole new flavor to the
tradition.”
The parade was shutdown
in 2010 and 2011 after the event
became too unwieldy for organizers who felt it became too difficult
to police and maintain safety for
what was initially planned to be a
family-friendly-friendly. It was first
was held on side streets in 1980
near Kennedy Park, moving to
Western Avenue in 1981.
This year, the Mustangs also
showcased our then-defending
Class 3A championship basketball
team, and even taking a few photos with Evans who only recently
returned from her participation
in the 2014 Winter Olympics in
Russia.
The head coach, who is now
enjoying a second-straight IHSA
title, was more than pleased to
march in the parade.
“I really, really enjoyed it; one
of the best things we could be
a part of,” coach Nick Irvin said.
“It was cool to see [those who
attended the parade] support
Morgan Park’s basketball team.
We got a chance to take a picture
with [Evans;] I felt like a kid.”
Evans, along with teammate
Jamie Greubel, won the bronze

medal in the two-woman bobsled
event.
Morgan Park is known for
its many famous alumni, including Space Shuttle astronaut Mae
C. Jemison, Chicago Teachers
Union leader Jacqueline Vaughn,
musical artist Jeremih, and many
professional sports athletes.
Even though the parade
was a huge success, with the
welcoming home of Evans and
her bronze Medalist bobsled
teammate Jamie Greubel. They
got a real awakening when they
returned to the Windy City.
“According to a sign along
the parade route, the temperature hit a high of 27 degrees,”
the Chicago Sun-Times website
reported. “Another sign at the
corner of 105th Street and Western Avenue read ‘Kiss me, I’m
freezing.’”
Even through the bitterly
cold, Evans was willing to take
pictures with principal Dr. Carolyn
Epps, and even let some of the
basketball team members try
on her bronze medal before the
parade.
Even some teachers were
brave enough to bear the cold
and watch the Marching Band
play the Mustangs fight song.
“There was more music than
there was last year, and the band

was great,” technology John
Genell said. “They never let us
down.”
Art teacher Julia McSweeney,
who is also the liaison for the
South Side Irish Parade Council,
and who had the pleasure of having her daughter, Maeve, named
queen of the event, was generally
happy with how things turned
out.
“The parade was exactly
[what the] parade committee
[wanted],” she said. “It was
family-friendly, lots of music, and
well-organized; the only thing we
couldn’t control was the weather.
The band was, as always, great.”
McSweeney’s daughter, who
is majoring in premed, is a sophomore at Marquette University.
Beverly neighborhood parade is the largest neighborhoodbased St. Patrick’s Day Parade
outside of Dublin, Ireland. Some
150,000 spectators were expected to line the route, and 100
groups participated, including
Irish dancers, firefighters, local
school bands, various church
groups.
The 2014 Emerald Isle Mile
was held just before the start of
the parade. The parade steps off
from 103rd Street and proceeds
south down Western Avenue to
115th Street.

Richard Daley Center.
The mock trial was a civil case
about a teenager named Jordan
who was injured in a car accident
after an after-prom party, which
was held at a friend’s house, due
to him drinking. The parents, a
fictional Mr. and Mrs. Mustard,
were not home. The defense was
trying to defend the Mustards,

while the plaintiff side was trying to prove that the Mustards
were in the wrong.
According to senior law
student Neshea George, the
result of the trial was that the
defense had a stronger case,

Please turn to page 4 for
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IB buzz
International
Baccalaureate
Diploma
Programme
coordinator
Morgan Mudron
holds just a few of
the gifts given to
her at a surprise
baby shower
held last month
by IB students
(including
coordinator senior
Vanity Harris,
shown) in the
Social Room.
(Photo by Maya
Imala)

By Chelsea Brown
On March 14, the International Baccalaureate Diploma
Programme (IBDP) juniors and seniors threw coordinator Morgan
Mudron a surprise baby shower. The IB students wanted to show
Morgan how much they care about her and what they now call
“Baby Mudron.”
IB seniors Taylor McRoberts and Vanity Harris came up

Please turn to page 4 for IB

BUZZ
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Students participate as election judges in record low primary vote turnout
Anaja Smith
and Bashia Powell

H

ave you ever wanted
to know what it feels
like to be a part of an electoral
election? Maybe you’ve heard
of someone in the past do it and

you wanted to do it, too?
Voting, setting up machines,
and being friendly to local
residents that came into your
assigned voting poll, is what your
day probably consisted of if you
were chosen to become an election judge.
High school students got

the opportunity to assist voters
on March 18 during the Illinois
general primary election. Unfortunately, they witnessed the worst
voter turnout on record, according to the Cook County Clerk’s
Office. Based on unofficial results,
suburban Cook County turnout
was about 15.7 percent. The

lowest previous turnout was 23.9
percent in the 1998 primary.
Of the 1,451,593 registered
voters in the county, a mere
228,186 actually bothered to
cast a ballot. It was a pretty quiet
day for the many teens who assisted at polling places across the
region.

The Cook County Clerk’s
Office partners with more than
80 high schools across suburban
Cook County in an effort to get
students engaged in the electoral

each other and bond. They had a
tremendous amount of fun doing it.
“Each team was nervous
going in,” George said, “but we
came out fighting. New friendships were built and it was just
full of laughs, especially when
Kashaun played his character really well by crying.”
Thornton and all the law
students would to thank their
three lawyers Brandi Pratt, Marcellus Moore, and Erica Pope. They
would also like to thank the Morgan Park administration, teachers,
and staff for helping them advance.
The law students themselves would
like to thank Mrs. Thornton for supporting and believing in them.

the Richard Daley Center.
“I played as an attorney for
the Defense team, and my team
was really dominating against the
other school.” said Ayriel King.
“The trial was really exciting in
the beginning, but then it got
nerve wrecking the longer it went
on because we spent so much
time doing the same things over
and over and it just got boring.”
The mock trial taught a lot
the students about law and gave
them a good experience. Some of
the students who took part of the
trail felt as if it was fun but kind of
hard to prepare for because it was
a lot to remember.
“The Mock trial was a really
good experience for my last year
of high school,” said Regine
Hoover. “I got to witness the life
of an actual lawyer. The hardest
part of the experience was trying

to prepare for what the other
team had for us, we had no clue
of what the other team was going
to ask or say. I was a witness and
it was pretty easy to remember
my part once I knew it, but during
the competition, I got kind of
thrown off since I wasn’t prepared
for what they were going to ask.”

The two teams were coached
for a course of six weeks by the
three attorneys, but the class

only had the class period and last
week preparations to get ready
for their trial competition.
“The mock trial was a very
fun experience because it’s actually something I’m interested in
careering in,” said Erica Kelley, a
senior. “I played as an attorney
for the defense. In this case, I had
to cross examine one witness and
direct examine two witnesses.
The cross examine was the best
part in my opinion because you
get to catch the witness of guard
and trip them up.”
Neither teams had ever experienced reenacting a Mock trial
but they did better than expected.
The defense team went against
the Juarez, while the Plaintiff team
went against Wells. Both teams
advanced to the second round of
the competition, which will take
place on Wednesday, April 2nd at

Other journalism programs
that competed were Walter
Payton College Prep (8 awards),
Steinmetz (6), Whitney Young
(5), Taft (5), Mother McAuley (5),
Juarez (4), Marist (3), Phoenix Military (2), St. Ignatius, and EPIC (1).
In addition to earning a
superior rating for Overall Layout,
reporters Ashley Shorter and Shai-

na Thompson took home the top
recognition in News Story writing
for their report, “School Board
votes unanimously to expand IB
program ‘wall-to-wall.’”
Staffers whose work was
judged as “excellent” included
the following: junior Stephen
Green (Feature Story), senior
Ashley Evans (Editorial), seniors

Marcel Harrell and Jareem Fleming (Sports News), senior Regine
Hoover (Non-Sports Photo),
senior Kristen Miles (Editorial
Cartoon), seniors Harrell and
Charles Bournes (Computer
Graphics), senior Yardayn Watkins (Humorous Article), and
senior Courtney Jones (Community Story).
The 17 journalists who
attended the conference and
awards ceremony were those
whose work was judged the best
by the EMPEHI News editing
staff (Maggie West, Maya James,
Maryah Person, Brittney McMillion, Ashley Evans, and James
Jackson) in January.
After taking the Metra at 7
a.m. to the LaSalle Street Station, the group’s first stop was
the SPAC meeting at Roosevelt
University where they were
served breakfast and were able
to attend different workshops
about how to become a better journalist. Some topics
included Creative Ways to Blog
Your News Stories, Generating
Stories, and The Power of Good
Photos.
At 9:30 a.m., the write-off
competition (news, feature, editorial, and sports) was held where
the students were given some
facts and quotes. Students in each
category had to develop a story of
no more than 250 words in under
one hour, based on the information given. Harrell, Evans, Green,
and Shorter competed, but none
took home first place.
By 12:30 p.m., all of the
students and advisors met at the
Chicago Cultural Center for a
luncheon and awards. After a
guest speaker, Linda Jones, who
organizes the event, led with announcing the various winners.
EMPEHI News is advised
by journalism teacher Keith
Majeske.

Please turn to page 5 for
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MOCK TRIAL
continued from page 3

but the overall ruling had no effect on the final outcome as the
winner was recorded by adding
up points earned during the trial.
“The points were added up
by how you presented yourself,”
George said, “and if you had
a good opening and closing
statement. Also, if you had good
objectives to the other team.”
The students did extremely
well in the first round and moved
on in the trial competition, scheduled for today. The students even
seemed really optimistic about
their chances in the next round
according to senior Tahje Hartley.
“I expect for us to thrive
in the next round on Tuesday,”
Hartley said. “We have a lot of
raw people that’s smart and can
get the job done.”
The event gave the pupils an
opportunity to learn more about

The trial

GOOD NEWS

continued from page 1

to recognize the achievement,
something MP has only done
once before.
However, only Marist High
School (a private school) and MP
earned the top spot for Overall
Newspaper, the same as last
year. The most awards the school
newspaper has ever earned was a
total of 12 in 2011.

SPAC newspaper excellence award-winners
Seniors Ashley
Shorter & Shaina
Thompson
(News)

Senior Kristen
Miles (Editorial
Cartoon)

Senior
Courtney Jones
(Community
Story)

Junior Stephen
Green (Feature
Story)

Senior Regine
Hoover (NonSports Photo)

Senior Yardayn
Watkins
(Humorous
Article)

Seniors Harrell and
Charles Bournes
(Computer
Graphics)

Senior
Ashley Evans
(Editorial)

Seniors Marcel
Harrell and
Jareem Fleming
(Sports News)

Editors and all
reporting staff:
Superior Overall
Newspaper and
Superior Overall
Layout

IB BUZZ

continued from page 3

with the idea to throw the
shower.
“Ms. Mudron is such
a loving person, and she
has been there for us since
we started the IB program,
and she calls us her babies,
so we thought that out of
appreciation for her we
would give her something
that would make her happy
and her baby happy,” Harris
said as to why they threw
the party.
There is nothing we
could do to show Ms. Mudron how much we appreciate all of what she does for
us, but we thought this was
a good way to start.
It was hard keeping
the party a surprise an
there was a lot of planning
that went into the party.
There were several times
were we thought that Ms.
Mudron knew, and we were
scared that she was going
to find out, but the look on
her face when she walked
through the Social Room
door was priceless, and, for
the first time, we made Ms.
Mudron speechless.
• • • • •

TOK
The TOK (Theory of
Knowledge) paper is where
the students get to showcase critical thinking skills.
The TOK paper is the last
of the papers and EAs that
the seniors have to complete before the exams in
May. After the paper, there
is a presentation that goes
along with the paper. This is
where the students explore
a real life issues of great
importance.
• • • • •

Art IA
This is where the visual arts students showcase
there work that they have
created over the two years
in the the IB DP program. It
consist of a profession gallery walk and interview with
IB art teacher Lenora Lopez
that is recorded and sent to
IBO to be assessed.
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Seniors
reminded to
heed deadlines
By Jada Long

P

rom, graduation and the
senior luncheon are all
quickly approaching. There are
only 56 days until prom and 63
days until graduation.
Prom and luncheon tickets
will be sold ONLY April 1 through
May 2, according to the information posted on the Morgan
Park website on March 21, 2014.
Seniors were also given a hard
copy back in the fall, and so far,
no changes have been made to
these dates.
Graduation fees will be accepted April 21 through May 16.
Every senior will receive a “Senior
Activity Checklist” on April 1,
2014 for both prom and the
luncheon.
Another checklist will be
given May 27 for graduation.
Every senior must submit these
cards with appropriate signatures/
stamps, in order to purchase cap
and gowns, prom tickets, and also
graduation tickets.
There are 56 days left for
seniors to finish preparing for
their prom.
If you are planning to go, you
better be on-time for class and
not cut. Beginning second semester students cannot have more
then 10 unexcused absences, all
debts must be paid--including
any library debts--you must complete the senior questionnaire,
the anonymous school questionnaire, complete service learning
hours, and applied for FASFA.
Seniors also have to get
your checklists stamped by the
Attendance Office to make sure
that you’re attendance is up to

QUEEN AND KING
Kiara Faniel
and Curtis Mitchell

y
r
a
t
i
l
i
M all
B

Above: Col. Michael Casey
presents guest speaker Sheila
Chalmers-Currin with a t-shirt
celebrating the basketball
team’s state title victory. She
is a Senior Policy Advisor for
Lt. Governor Sheila Simon.
Below: Cadets get cups of the
ceremonial grog.

The annual JROTC Military
Ball was held last Friday
evening at the Condesa Del
Mar in Worth, Illinois. After
being postponed from the
original February date, it
appears that interest grew
as evidenced by the big
crowd of cadets and guests
who attended the semiformal event. After a series
of pledges, ceremonies,
toasts, the dinner, and a
speech from guest Sheila
Chalmers-Currin, the music
turned up and so did the
cadets on the dance floor.

PRINCESS AND PRINCE
Takeisha Freeman
and Cortez Fuller

DUKE AND DUCHESS
Tatianna Coats
and Colby Johnson

LORD AND LADY
James Smith
and Toya Morris

Please turn to page 6 for

SENIOR
CHECKLIST

ELECTION JUDGES
continued from page 4

process. More than 1,500 high
school juniors and seniors serve
as election judges each year,
according to the Clerk’s Office
website.
To be a part of that unique
event, students had to have at
least a 3.0 grade point average
(GPA), the principal’s signature,
and a parent’s signature.
“This school year hundreds of students participated
in a program called Elections in
Action, which is facilitated by
Mikva Challenge, a non-partisan,
non-profit group that works to
increase student participation in
our democracy,” according to a

blog site, slcps.blogspot.com,
dedicated to covering service
learning opportunities in Chicago
public schools.
Over time, there have been
an increasing number of students
who came forward to participate,
(51 junior and senior students
from Morgan Park alone participated in this year’s election) but
why is that?
“I think most high school students are doing it for the money
because, in general, it’s nothing
really to get anxious about doing,” said Ayanna Fields, a Hyde
Park Academy senior.
Although being a part of

Few in Cook County saw this screen since this primary election
suffered the lowest voter turnout in Illinois history, with only
15.7 percent casting a ballot.

such an outstanding opportunity
is good enough, people had their
individual reasons for being a
judge for the electoral election.
“I chose to do this because
it’s new,” Fields said. “I’ve never
done it before and it’s a good
experience.”
On another hand, senior Briana Simmons looked at the long
term affect of it.
“It will look good on my
resume’ and it’s an easy yet
educational way to earn money,”
Simmons said.
But before one can earn that
money, there was a four-hour
informational training session that
took place downtown on One
North State Street.
“We had to set up polls
and take them down,” Simmons
said. “Also, we had to complete a
quiz after the instructors finished
talking to us, to test what we’ve
learned in those few hours.”
Simmons did not feel as if
the session was beneficial.
“The information ‘she’ went
over wasn’t affective,” she said.
Contrary, Fields believed
it was a very beneficial session
because it taught her the true
meaning of what an election
judge would be.

“I’m volunteering my time to
help the people in the community
to get their voices heard through
voting,” she said. “I’m looking
forward to interacting with the
residents and I’m anxious to know
who they are voting for.”
Other than learning the
meaning of being a judge, the

the average 9-to-5 worker.
“We have to be at our facility
at five in the morning and we
close at 7 p.m.,” Simmons said.
“That time didn’t include the time
to take down machines and posters, counting the total votes, and
making sure all things are secure
to go back to the Board of Elec-

Illinois Primary 2014 Results
Illinois Governor (R)

Votes

Percent

Bruce Rauner (W)

314,457

39.9%

Illinois Governor (D)

Votes

Percent

Pat Quinn (W)		

301,912

71.8%

Cook County Sheriff (D)

Votes

Percent

Thomas Dart		

156,821

69.9%

training session emulated what
exactly the judges will did on
March 18, the official voting day.
“It helped me, by them showing me how to set up and take
down the equipment,” she said.
Physically moving around the
voting apparatus could have been
tiring, but judges must remember
that, indeed, they have worked
over a 12-hour shift, more than

tion Commissioners.”
On a personal note, being
an election judge on the 18th
of last month was definitely an
experience. I worked with different and sometimes challenging
personalities, learned so much in
one day’s time, voted for the first
time, and can confidently say that
I most likely won’t volunteer to do
it again.
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No Prom Preview event to be held Admired security guard
returns to his post
By Torry Johnson
and Diamond Sims

“M

NO PREVIEW FOR 2013

Prom Preview models from the Class of 2012 event: (from left) Tayler
Smith, Adaria Washington, Joi Wells, Keenya Frazier, Brandi Martin, Jasmine Henry, Aurora
McKinney, Ashley Hill, Janell Mathus, and Jasmine Jackson. Dresses were provided by
Cinderella’s Boutique in South Holland. (Photo by Joshua Housing)
By Jaquan Kilgore
and Brianna Simmons

T

he Senior Class will
not be having a Prom
Preview event apparently because
this year’s Senior Board didn’t
want to put forth the time and
effort to construct the showcase.
“Each class is very different,” Senior Class sponsor Katrina
Richard said. “Last year’s class
did it because they wanted to do
it. There is a lot of work that has
to go into prom preview. With
that kind of planning and things
that need to go into it, the Senior
Board, this year, did not feel like
it was worth putting all that effort
into it.”
Prom Preview would have
been a great help to senior girls
and males who still have yet to
get anything for 2014 prom. Most
seniors would have loved to continue the tradition of having prom
previews just like all the previous
senior classes.
“I believe we should have

Prom Preview,” senior Jazzmine
Mitchell said, “it would be a great
help to me and my fellow class
mates. Why would we not have
prom preview? We don’t want females or males coming into prom
with something way off the dress
attire or evening looking a mess.”
Many current seniors, who
were then juniors, attended last
year’s event which they feel was
a huge help to picking things out
for prom.
“I went to it last year,” senior
Thomas Huff said. “It did help
me pick a tux that I wanted to
wear. I feel as if we need one, so
most boys, in general, can have
an idea of what they want to wear
because half of the time we don’t
know what the heck to pick.”
However, some seniors feel
like prom preview is not needed.
They feel as if you shouldn’t go
off of want you want not what you
see on everyone else, just be free
and creative for prom.
“[The show is] not needed in
my opinion,” senior Bryana Beasley said. “I feel like people should

go with what they want and not
what they see other people in or
what someone tells them what to
wear. I’m just going dress the way
I want; whatever I want to wear
I’m going to wear it.”
Other seniors feel like Prom
Preview stops the struggle of
having to look for what’s in and
what’s out. It gives seniors who
haven’t attended a prom throughout their high school career. But
most importantly, it lets seniors
know that the time for prom is
almost here, so get ready and get
excited.
“For once it allows the Senior
Class to a see variety of attire
options, for those people who are
going through that ‘still looking’
struggle, of what’s in and what’s
not,” Senior Board President
Tianna Kimble said. “Also, it
shows us what we can and cannot
wear for the benefit of making
sure that we are in agreement
with the dress code. And finally,
it gets many students involved in
the prom season and even more
excited for that memorable night”

SENIOR CHECKLIST

Class of 2012 graduation ceremony at the House of Hope.
(EMPEHI News stock)
from the library.

Dates to Remember
• May 19-22: seniors will be
taking finals.
• Friday May 23: Senior prom
will be held at the Alder
Planetarium on 1300 S. Lake
Shore Dr.
• Friday May 30: During 5th
period, all seniors will meet on
the bleachers to take the panoramic senior picture. You can
purchase that picture for $20.

• June 2-3: Graduation rehearsals in the Morgan Park
auditorium.
• June 4: Senior luncheon on
the Spirit of Chicago boat at
Navy Pier 600 E. Grand Ave.
• June 5: Caps and gowns will
be distributed to seniors.
• June 6: Seniors will rehearse
at the House of Hope on 752
E. 114th St.
• June 7: Finally, graduation at
the House of Hope, starting at
10 a.m. until Noon.

Security team member
Dennis Allen (Yearbook
2011)
to work here at Morgan Park
High School. I see some good
changes, but we’re just going to
keep trying to make it better.”
While Allen was away, he
did do his best to stay busy.
Being an Associate Minister
at Mount Moriah MB Church,
Allen stayed busy through

Please turn to page 7 for

MR. ALLEN
RETURNS

#YOUthVoice
takes the city
by storm
By Bronson Roseboro

E

continued from page 5

par, which means you cannot
have more then 10 unexcused
absences. It’s important to make
sure that you get a reinstatement
for everyday that you miss so you
will not be put in the position of
potentially not going on prom.
You also have to get your
checklist stamped by a school official in the Main Office. This is to
make sure that all debts are paid. If
you get any debts after prom, you
must pay them before graduation
so you will be able to walk across
the stage. If you do not pay your
debts off before then you will NOT
walk across the stage. You can get
your stamp during your lunch period or after school until 3:30 p.m. No
personal checks will be accepted.
You also have to get your
checklist stamped by an official
in the Deans Office. This is to
make sure that you’re behavior
has been good. You cannot fight,
get suspended due to excessive
tardy sweeps, be caught using or
in possession of drugs/weapons,
disrespecting the staff, or engaging in an unauthorized exit from
the school.
You cannot have any library
debts, either, so you must turn in
all books that you’ve checked out

organ Park is
like a family, so
for him to be back, it’s like our
family is now whole again,”
said Nick Irvin, security guard
and varsity basketball coach.
Earlier this school year,
the staff faced many layoffs
due to huge budget cuts
levied against Chicago public
schools. They lost numerous
teachers and staff members,
including security guards. But
recently one popular team
member has returned: Mr.
Dennis Allen.
Allen was let go earlier
during the school year, after
being a staff member here for
many years. So when he was
gone for those months, it took
a toll on many of the people
here.
“I’m very much excited to
be back,” Allen said. “I wanted
to come back after leaving. I
wanted to return, because I
missed the students and staff
here, and wanted to continue

ach summer, Mikva
Challenge’s city-wide
youth councils begin a new
session, and applications for
these jobs are out now. These
councils are organized to bring
Chicago youth together and
increase the presence of youth
voice in decisions that will
affect us youth.
These councils have accomplished a lot in the years
they’ve been around, but just
looking at the accomplishments of the last few years can
really show the power of youth
voice.
Take the Youth Commission (tweet @MikvaYC), for
example. The Youth Commission council members have
met with Mayor Rahm Emanuel
and other city leaders to work
on issues that affect us youth
every day.
Last year, they even held
a citywide Youth Solutions
Congress to brings students
from all over the city together
to increase #YOUthVoice.
You already know of
another of their projects if
you have used the new CPS
Student Ventra cards. That was
a recommendation from the

Youth Commission, and it extends to a pilot program they
developed of free CTA fare for
about 20 CPS schools.
Throughout the school
year, the Youth Commission
has been working on increasing youth employment and job
training - as evidenced by their
Youth Employment Summit
this past January 24th (look up
#EDTS14 and #EmployYouth14
on Twitter).
We could also look at the
Juvenile Justice Council (tweet
@MCJJustice), which focuses
on a youth’s rights and reintegration after being arrested.
One of JJC’s biggest
accomplishment so far is the
Expungio app (www.expunge.
io) which can help youths clear
their juvenile records through
juvenile expungement. This
app can help so any youth with
their future plans from employment to college, since these
records can hinder a youth’s
progression.
JJC has also been working on other projects, such as
how to better transition youth

Please turn to page 10 for

MIKVA
SUMMER
CHALLENGES
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Mid-year programming changes appear to have nearly disappeared
By Alexia Moore
and Jabari Ben-Yisrael

P

ast experiences of
unpleasant course and
programming changes have
been replaced with marked
improvement this school year,
according to many students.
The need to fulfill graduation
requirements and class credits
normally have left much of the

student body with an altered, and
in some cases, completely new
class schedule at various points
during the school year. However,
this year seems different. Few
seniors have received major, if any
schedule changes, at all so far.
When they compared this
year to last, some students claim
it was a struggle. On the other
hand, you have those who feel
the exact opposite.
Freshmen, in most cases, had

Students rack up
debt, but reckoning
comes senior year
By Courtney Jones
and Oriana Hondras

A

s the 2013-2014
school year comes to
a close, crunch time for seniors
to pay their debt is at its climax.
They either pay the fees or
suffer the consequences for not
doing so.
Fees that make up student debt include the mandatory $150 student activity
fee, which is charged annually
to all students who attend
Empehi. This fee is the main
culprit behind student debt.
Course fees, sports fees,
temporary ID’s, and lost books

are among other things that
can rack up over the years.
The money goes to school for
improvements and upgrades
in order to create a better
learning environment for all
students. And as a senior,
that’s four years the school has
their hands deep in parent’s
pockets.
“A lot of seniors still
do owe for four years that
they’ve been here that they
haven’t paid anything,” said
Lena Lehner, school treasurer,
“but they are starting to
come in and make payments

Please turn to page 10 for

DEBTORS PAY

MR. ALLEN RETURNS
continued from page 6

his works with members who
needed to talk, or were going
through difficult times.
“I felt that we had lost a
vital member of our security
team who’s experience in the
daily operations of running the
building was sorely missed,”
said Debra Collins, security
guard. “I was elated when he
returned. I always knew that he
would be dedicated because
God was in control.”
Many students are equally
happy with his return.
“Mr. Allen always has
something to say about God
loving us, or how he loves us,”
said Dajah Carter, senior. “He
always showed us that there
was still love in our school, and
that there was indeed someone there who cares for us.
So to see him back, it’s just an
amazing thing to me.”
Another security team
member expressed the importance of having Allen return.
“It was kind of sad when
Mr. Allen left because we
missed him and we needed
him,” security guard Raul
“Mario” Villarreal said. “We
needed him here at school
because we were short on
security. It’s okay now that he’s
back. Now that he got his job
back, I’m glad that we can
handle school more.”
Allen also has a grandson,
who is really familiar with the

Morgan Park family and attended many events, who lives
with him. Spending weekday
afternoons and weekends with
him, Allen made sure he kept
up with the younger generations and the students here.
“It doesn’t even seem like
he ever left us,” said Alan Cail,
senior. “He’s back here with
us, and he’s interacting with
us like he never left. He’s been
around since my freshman
year, so his absence did effect
me greatly. Seeing him back is
such a great joy.”
Security guard and baseball coach Ernest Radcliffe
agreed.
“I was surprised that he
left, didn’t know why he left,
didn’t know if he was sick, or
just family issues,” he said,
“so I was just praying for him.
It’s fantastic and great that
he’s back. We got our leader
and mentor back. It’s always
good to have a spiritual person
around and he gives us good
advice at critical times.”
Allen knows that his time
of teaching and serving can be
up very soon. He wants to pass
a message to all the younger
generations and kids at Morgan Park.
“Never give up or stop
trying to succeed in what you
admire the most,” he said,
“and get the fullest of education you can receive.”

it the easiest since was their first
year of programming.
“This is my first year here
as a student at Morgan Park so I
never had to deal with programming before this year,” freshman
Latasje Boey said. “I didn’t have a
problem with it this year either.”
Some students in their early
years at MP are just happy they
haven’t had their schedules
changed at all this year, let alone
be worried about their schedules

for next year.
“I’ve had all of my classes the
entire school year so far,” freshman Jallon Allen said. “Hopefully
my schedule doesn’t change
anytime soon.”
Those who have been a part
of the challenging junior high academic program have noted how
it has paid off later in their high
school career.
“It’s a little easier because we
had much more pressure on us

our seventh grade and freshman
year,” said Kemmond Collins, a
sophomore from the Academic
Center (AC) program. “For the
most part, I’m on track with my
credits so I chose some easy electives.”
Programming was a bit more
challenging for students, especially sophomores who came into MP

Please turn to page 11 for

NO CHANGES

EDITORAL: HEALING NEEDED
continued from page 2

that is being taken. Be responsible for your actions. Don’t take
any actions you can’t live with the
consequences of. Value yourself
and your dignity.
I say to guys and girl, do not
expect it and don’t worry about
it. Whether or not you’re in a

relationship with your date, you
can’t predict the outcome. They
may not be comfortable doing it
that night.
If you think about it there’ll
be so much excitement on prom
night anyways. Prom can be a
magical experience for anyone.

It won’t be the only time you’ll
have that much fun (hopefully).
There will be plenty of other lifedefining events as well. Don’t feel
the like you have to just because
it’s “what everyone does after
prom”. It’s your prom. Enjoy it the
way you want to.

EDITORIAL: MONEY TRAIN
continued from page 2

actually enroll in a school and do
housing and possibly even go visit the school, unfortunately, for us
regular academic kids, we don’t
get official visits like athletes do.
But before you even get to
those such fees let’s not forget
about prom, one of the most, if
not the most important event of
senior year (oh, and that whole
graduating thing, too).
Depending on your gender,
or on just the type of person
you are, prom is expensive. For
girls, you have your dress which
isn’t going to be less than $300,

your shoes which probably aren’t
going to be less than a hundred,
your ticket, hair, nails, makeup,
and all those accessories.
For guys, things are a little
bit simpler unless they’re just really fancy. Nevertheless, prom is
worth every dime.
But before you can go to
prom you have to pay your
senior fees. Seniors fees start
with graduation fee, then your
senior t-shirt, luncheon, and all
that other good stuff you or your
parents have to pay for.
Then there’s the luncheon

and graduation, new hairstyles
and dresses and shoes for both.
Everyone starts off with ten tickets
for the ceremony, but if you have
a big family like some of us do,
you’ll have to buy more tickets for
$5 a piece.
Don’t get me wrong, senior
year is all amazing, the last time
really being with your high school
friends for a while, and your last
months in high school, of course.
It’s possibly the quickest nine
months you’ll ever experience, but
you’ll gain the most memories-but be ready to pay for them.

EDITORIAL: POSSIBLE SOLUTIONS
continued from page 2

the way for everyone else.
An easy way to fix this would
be to allow students to utilize
the first floor better. There is no
connection between the two
buildings on the first floor, and
security doesn’t allow students to
walk across outside between the
two main entrances. If students
were allowed to go across outside

beneath the portico (like they
did before the closed campus
policy was put in place), many
more students would use the first
floor hallways which would create
less congestion on the other two
floors. Also, security and teachers
could do a better job of making
students enter their class once
they are there.

Some people will always be
late, but if some of the smaller
issues are addressed, perhaps
punctuality and attendance for
those who are actually trying to
be on time would significantly
improve. Then administration
could focus their energy on those
who really just don’t care instead
of punishing everyone.

EDITORIAL: STOP BULLYING
continued from page 2

Bullying is a serious subject
and shouldn’t be taken lightly.
Many overweight teens are bullied on their size and it can lead
to harmful effects. Studies show
that teens who are bullied can
experience mental and physical
health issues, including depression and anxiety, increased feelings of sadness and loneliness,
changes in sleep and eating patterns, and loss of interest in activities they used to enjoy. These
issues may decrease academic
achievement: GPA and test scores
and school participation. They
start to skip or drop out of school.
They don’t feel motivated enough
to continue their education or
participation in after-school activities.
“A new survey of teenagers in weight-loss programs
found that 64 percent had been
teased or bullied because of their
weight, and although the lion’s
share of teasing came from their
peers some of the perpetrators

have included parents, teachers
and coaches,” according to a
Consumer.Healthday.com report.
Overweight teens are still
humans and have emotions. Who
are you to judge? Maybe somebody does weigh a little more than
others, but so what? I am against
bullying. I think it is inhumane and
people that participate in bullying
or either are bystanders. Bystanders should be feel equally guilty, as
well. People like to belittle others
as if they don’t have flaws. As we
all know nobody’s perfect. For
those who have or are being bullied, you are beautiful.
One reason those who bully
need to back off, is that you never
know a person’s situation. Their
obesity could be influenced by
their environment. The people in
their house could be unhealthy
eaters and the food is all their
used to or are able to afford. If
you grew up eating nothing but
from fast food restaurants such as
McDonalds, instead of home-

cooked meals, that might be the
reason why. Some people are not
as fortunate to eat a healthy meal
on a daily basis.
Instead of trying to bring
down others, you can try to lift
their spirits. For some obese
teens, they just need a little push
to get them up and out. Motivation can lead them to achieve
physical and mental greatness. Be
the person that will contribute to
work outs at the gym on weeknights or weekends. Be dependable so that the person will have
someone encouraging them in
their corner. They probably feel
alone and as if know ones there
but they’ll have you, especially
when their parents could be one
of the contributors to the abuse.
Bullying must end in 2014.
People who seem vulnerable end
up getting hurt by peers. Sometimes pretending to be mean
doesn’t make you seem cool.
Think twice before you attempt to
bully others.

RECORD: 24-6

IHSA 3A Class Regional (x3), Sectional Cham ps!

VARSITY MUSTANGS: (from left) assistant coach Lance Irvin, Joshua Cunningham,
Lamont Walker, Torrence Johnson, Jamal Burton, Charles Moore, Dellan Whatley, Alonzo
Taylor, Jarrin Randall, Kain Harris, Marcus Johnson, Manuel Robinson, coach Curtis Blair,
and head coach Nick Irvin.

Mustangs win state title
for second time in a row!

(Regional Semifinals) Rich Central
83-55 W (Regional Finals)
Hillcrest 63-61 W
(Sectional Semifinals) Rich East
80-55 W (Sectional Championshi p)
Joliet Catholic 97-60 W (Super
Sectional) Bogan 68-67 W
(Semifinal) Orr 52-56 W
(State Championshi p)
Lincoln 59-49 W

No.

Name			Pos.

Ht.

Wt.

Yr.

1
2
3
4
10
11
12
15
21
22
23
32
33
34
44

Dellan Whatley		
Charlie Moore		
Jarrin Randall		
Jamal Burton		
Torry Johnson		
Kain Harris		
Jaleni Hardy		
Markus Johnson		
Josh Cunningham		
Alonzo Chatman		
Lamont Walker		
Alonzo Taylor		
Antonio Alsup		
Mannie Robinson		
Lamous Brown		

5-10
5-10
5-10
6-3
6-4
6-4
5-8
6-7
6-8
6-8
6-5
6-1
6-3
6-7
7-0

160
160
160
170
175
180
150
215
200
200
190
180
175
180
220

Sr.
So.
So.
So.
Sr.
So.
So.
Sr.
Sr.
So.
Sr.
Jr.
So.
Sr.
Jr.

NAME			G

FT

FTA

PTS

AVG

REB

AST

Antonio Alsup		
Lamous Brown		
Jamal Burton		
Alonzo Chatman		
Josh Cunningham		
Jaleni Hardy		
Kain Harris		
Markus Johnson		
Torry Johnson		
Charlie Moore		
Jarrin Randall		
Mannie Robinson
Alonzo Taylor		
Lamont Walker		
Dellan Whatley		

0
16
16
30
100
0
61
25
79
54
40
15
6
70
14

0
22
21
42
125
0
78
30
92
63
47
20
8
88
17

0
72
158
194
598
0
383
143
346
341
250
108
50
428
162

0.0
6.0
5.6
6.9
22.1
0.0
13.7
5.1
13.8
14.8
8.9
4.0
1.9
17.8
5.8

0
96
140
140
405
0
112
168
175
69
56
81
27
240
42

0
12
28
56
81
0
84
28
150
230
112
54
0
96
56

5
12
28
28
27
5
28
28
25
23
28
27
27
24
28

G
G
G
G
G
F
G
F
F
F
G
G
F
F
C
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DEBTORS PAY
continued from page 6

right now so their debts are
coming down slowly. They are
very aware of the time set that
they have to pay their debts
because of senior activities
coming up that they have to
pay for too.”
As far as consequences, not
paying your debts as a senior
is serious, in that coveted
senior activities, like prom and
the graduation ceremony, are
stripped. Unfortunately, many
students don’t pay earlier in
their high school career because they feel as if they don’t
have to. Parents see no consequences.
“I think they don’t pay because of lack of penalty from the
school, and we need to enforce
that here,” Lehner said. “As a senior you have a lot more to lose
than a freshman or sophomore
because they’re not trying to
graduate. They have more time

to be here. If the optional fees
such as prom, graduation, and
luncheon aren’t paid by those
dates for the seniors, you won’t
be able to participate. If you
don’t pay the mandatory fees,
you’ll get your diploma, but no
final transcripts will be sent out
from the school to [their] colleges.”
The lack of immediate consequences likely contributes significantly to the lack of immediacy in
paying the annual school fee.
“I could’ve probably paid
the debt off earlier,” senior
Alexis Gale said, “but there was
nothing to lose when I was a
freshman, sophomore, or junior.
I was going to be promoted
regardless of if I paid my debt
off or not. Since there are consequences now, with me being
a senior, I’ll make sure they’re
paid because I refuse to miss
out on everything a senior has

been waiting for.”
Some students say that it’s
not their fault if parents don’t fulfill their child’s financial obligation
to the school.
“It’s not like it’s my choice
whether to pay earlier in high
school or when I become a senior,” senior Aliyah Simmons said.
“I don’t have the $150 to pay for
my activity fee. That’s my parent’s
job and money. So if they don’t
give it to me, what am I supposed
to do?”
Some students that aren’t
seniors have a better mindset
than a lot of current seniors had
when they were juniors. There
are some seniors that owe $1000
and more to the school, as far as
fees go.
“My debt isn’t completely
paid, but it’s only like $40 now,”
junior Ja’leah Holcomb said. “My
mom didn’t let my debt build up
because she knows how much

she will have to pay for my senior
stuff next year.”
School fees at MP appear
to be on the low side when
compared to those mandated at
other schools around the country,
according to an NBC News story
published on their website in
August.
“Fees can be steep. Lake
Forest High School in Illinois
lists on its website a required
‘tech/consumable supply fee’ of
$246 and another $190 in optional fees,” the report explains.
“Another Chicago-area school
district, Waukegan Public School
60, charges returning student
registration fees between $75
and $180, with rates that climb
higher the longer the parents wait
to pay.”
There are many schools that
even have fees that are activityspecific--and expensive.
“In Huber Heights, Ohio, a

plan to raise the fee to participate
in sports from $225 to $750 —
that’s per kid, per sport — was
scrapped after a public outcry,
and the fee was increased to
$428 instead,” the NBC reports
states.
And compared to some
schools in CPS, MP seems
downright cheap. Schools like
Kenwood Academy charges
a fee in what appears to be
essentially each and every
course. Social Studies ($10), Art
($25), English ($10), Journalism ($15), Physical Education
($10), Mathematics ($10), World
Language ($7-$33, depending
on the course), Music ($25-$50),
Science ($10-$20), AVID ($20),
Education-to-Careers ($25), and
a $135 Activity Fee.
And for those complaining
that the $150 MP fee is too much,
try comparing that to Jones College Prep; their’s is $300.

Fellows internship, in which
students work as paid interns at
city political offices, go to http://
bit.ly/MCSummer2014 or go to
www.mikvachallenge.org for more
information about Mikva Challenge (tweet @MikvaChallenge)
and its programs. What’s a better
summer job than showing what
#RealChiYouth can do?
“I strongly believe, when
you are working on something
that is truly meaningful to your
values and beliefs, you enjoy it
to the point it’s not work,” Mikva
member Lin Mei said. “It becomes something like a hobby.

For me, I don’t even care about
gaining for myself -such as being
an active leader on resume, or
the money. The bond I’ve created
with the council and the instructor
is a friendship. It makes me want
to aid or project outside of our
work time. I view the projects as
a fun and significant project that
is necessary to aid other youths,
because the project we work on
relates to the problems that occur
with youths throughout CPS. In a
way, we are the student councils
of over 400,000 students, we
represent the problems students
face and cannot voice out.”

MIKVA SUMMER CHALLENGES
continued from page 6

back into their communities and
schools after being arrested.
There’s also the Teen Health
Council (tweet @healthsavants).
The Teen Health Council focuses
on teen health, in every aspect of
the word.
This past February, the
council was focused on healthy
relationships, as many were.
This school year, they’ve also
worked on the sexual health of
teens. Now, 24 CPS schools will
have free condoms available to
students to help curb teenage
pregnancy and STIs.
The Teen Health Council has
also focuses on teenage emotional health, nutrition, stress, and
exercise. This council’s drive for
spreading the word about teen
heatlth is perfectly accented by
Mikva’s BeYouMedia youth blog
which takes submissions from
Chicago youth each month (go to
www.beyoumedia.org or see the
BeYouMedia ad on page 10 of
this newspaper for more information).
Another Mikva council is
the Education Council (tweet @
MCEdCouncil). The Ed. Council,
which focuses on increasing student voice, passions, and expertise in order to transform school
culture, was behind the recommendation for CPS student GMail
accounts, and has also worked on
other projects since this summer.
Over the summer, they developed a Student Voice Toolkit
that can be used to evaluate the
level of student voice at one’s
school and work to increase it
from there.
Inside the toolkit were
recommendations on how to
increase youth voice, a list of Dos
and Don’ts of Student Voice, and
a list of things that youth know
about our schools that adults
wouldn’t necessarily know.
The Ed. Council is also doing a survey right now, and they
want to hear from you! They
want to know how much student
voice you think your school has,
so let’s show the how MP uses
#YOUthVoice (go to http://bit.ly/
MCEDSVA to complete the survey, and spread the word through
social media, too!). The Education
Council has also been working on
other projects during the school

year, such as a feedback form on
how safe students feel at their
schools and with their security
guard(s).
The council experience is
different for all, but Mikva Challenge’s number one rule of “Be
Positive” assures a good time for
all.
As Jones College Prep sophomore and Ed. Council member
Lin Mei explained, “I definitely
enjoy the people because the
council is full of people who are
passionate about the subject of
education and are advocating for
what they truly believe in.
“The environment of Mikva
became one of the highlight of
my day when we have our meetings. Miriam, all our other instructors and students are always so
positive and optimistic, it really
brings my mood up and makes
me pumped up to get to our
work. Being part of the council
has brought us many opportunities to network with many wonderful people, self-growth and
improvement by pushing us out
of our comfort zone, and much,
MUCH, more! And of course,
being paid, free transportation,
and the great food is an addition
bonus!”
Two other Ed. Council
members, junior Jordan Henderson of Lincoln Park High School
and Senior Vincent Calderon of
John Hancock College Prep, also
shared their thoughts.
“I like the fact that being on
a Mikva council gives us the opportunity to shape some aspects
of our school system to work
better for us, the kids. It gives me
the opportunity to use my voice
and make a positive change!”
Henderson said. “Working on any
project is important because it
contributes to the overall school
environment for the better.
Most of our projects are also fun
because we make them fun, and
I’m able to work with my amazing
friends and facilitator.”
The experience of a council
seems to boil down to meeting
new friends and fantastic people.
“I like the environment
because I feel like I’m among
friends, and they do become
your friends. It’s all weird in the
beginning, but it all turn out for

the best,” Calderon said.
Many Mikva students also
express how new ideas can stem
from teamwork.
“ ...Since ideas and backgrounds of...actual people are
bounced of one another,” Calderon added, “it gives us a better
point of view on the topic.”
Mikva has other programs
and councils as well, like the ASM
Council (tweet @gotSTEM_ASM)
and the Digital Youth Network
Council. If you want to apply to
one of the councils above accepting new students for this upcoming session--or for the Summer
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Working teens have it tough, some say
By Ashley Shorter
and Shaina Thompson

H

aving the opportunity
to juggle back and
forth between school and work
can be satisfying for some, but
there may become a time where
it gets daunt and students may
have to draw the line.
Getting a paycheck every
two weeks can come in handy
for teens, yet keeping up good
grades and everything else that
comes along with school should
always come first.
“It has its perks,” said Zakiyyah Smith, employee at JewelOsco. “I like having my own
money, but it’s extremely tiring. I
literally have no time to do extra
activities. I barely do homework.
After working a 4-5 hour shift,
homework would be the last
thing on my mind after dealing
with customers and their plenty
attitudes.”
Balancing both can have
pros, and also cons. This is just a
foot in the door for a student to
become a young adult, and learn
the benefits of earning things on
their own. You have to make sure
you get enough rest the night
before school, so you can make
it there on time, and prepare for
a full day of instruction. Followed
by a long shift of working after
the long hours of school, students
then have to prepare themselves
for the workplace.
“The managing aspect isn’t
that bad, I do have less time for
homework though, but I just do
it at school the next day,” said

Ahmeer Majied, an employee of a
pie factory. “The benefits are like
extra money, and experience in
the workforce.”
As of October 2012, 47
percent of all youth ages 16-24
were employed in any work,
either full- or part-time, according
to government labor data. Youth
enrolled in high school had an
employment rate of 17 percent,
while the rate for those in college,
either full- or part-time, was 46
percent.
Some students may not be
ready for the full experience and
big responsibility that comes
along with balancing both. The
hours may get crazy, or the
student can also be too worried
about how much sleep s/he could
have gotten the night before if
they didn’t have a late shift, or
have to stay up all night doing
work.
Before taking on a job, there
are lots of things students should
consider. Some students are not
at the point where they know how
to balance several things out.
“I would like a job, but there
comes a lot of responsibilities with
it, that I know just aren’t for me
now,” said River Bonds, a senior.
“I can’t even get up for school on
time every day, there’s no way I’m
going to up and change that for
a paycheck that my daddy can
provide for me now.”
Students often tend to
jeopardize their grades because
not much time is being spent by
some to complete homework
given, or some just simply forget.
“I work 12 hours a week, I

Although numbers of part-time employed teens has trended slightly higher according to recent
data, the overall percentage is dramatically lower than the peak of 35.5 percent in 1999.
don’t really balance my school
and work,” said Alexis Gales, an
employee at Jewel-Osco. “I’m
too tired to do homework when
I get off work and on my off days
I wanna chill. I spend most of
my money on food and clothes.
After pushing carts and helping
customers bag their groceries,
the only thing I want to do is eat
and sleep.”
Parents should be the ones
overseeing their children and giv-

Poor grades grow among underclassmen
By Unique S Boyd
and Ason Blackson

T

oday it seems more
students are earning
lowly D’s and F’s than A’s and
B’s, but do they really care.
According to announcements made at the sophomore
assembly held at the end

of February, not even half the
sophomore class is on track to
graduate. About 14 percent of
those sophomores are making A’s.
Some realize the seriousness of
the issue.
“Getting D’s and F’s affect my
GPA,” sophomore Kaylyn Willis
admitted. “And they’re bad.”
The school seems to be adding more and more honor classes

for the students, so perhaps
the material is becoming more
challenging. Also, some teachers try their hardest to make
sure the students succeed, but
the students are very disrespectful.
“The kids in some of my

Please turn to page 12 for
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NO CHANGES
continued from page 7

as freshmen instead of attending
this school for their seventh and
eighth grade years in the Academic Center. Also, students who
may have failed a class or two
their freshman year which makes
them be forced to take certain
classes to make up those required
credits.
However, some were unhappy with student course selection for next school year, which
wrapped up late last month.
“I didn’t like this year’s programming,” sophomore Morgan
Quinn said. “I wish we had more
freedom.”
One likely reason for this
is the upcoming International
Baccalaureate (IB) wall-to-wall
program, which, especially for
freshmen and sophomores, diminishes flexibility for student choice
in classes. The program has a very
specific “track” that dictates the
classes that must be taken.

Academically, students have
been divided amongst three to
four different groups. You have
those who are AC students,
meaning a majority, if not all of
the classes taken, will count as an
honors course for their remaining
years in high school.
There are those who started
their first year off as a high school
student here, which means for
the most part they will be taking
regular classes, those who are a
part of the IB program, and last
but not least, the students who
just decide to take Advanced
Placement classes regardless of
being a regular or AC student.
Eliminating all these different
groups should make scheduling
a much easier transition for both
new and old students because everyone will be a part of the same
academic [IB] program.
“I heard the school’s going
to be IB next year,” sophomore

Alex Pye said. “Hopefully it
doesn’t affect us because that’s
too much work.”
Juniors have been able to
keep their same schedules from
the beginning of the year as well.
“Programming at this school
has been horrible ever since I’ve
been here to experience it and
I’m an AC kid,” Junior Deonte
Taylor said. “This year my teachers keep trying to switch me into
more advanced classes. I wish
they would just let my schedule
be what it is for once.”
Counselors say that the wallto-wall program didn’t really have
that much of an impact on this
year’s programming.
“The courses taken by the
freshman and sophomore will be
the same, just weighed differently,” counselor Meghann Barnes
said. “Off the top of my head, we
have only added classes to assist
the IB program.”

ing them guidance about the correct way to balance two important
things like this.
“In my opinion, jobs are
great for young children to have
and it gives them early experience, but school always comes
first and as a parent if I see my
child not balancing both accordingly, then school overrules a
paycheck,” said Shirley Walton, a
mother of a senior.
Jobs should only be given to

those that are responsible enough
to balance out the important
things related to work and school,
and it seems as though several
students do not take both as serious as the other. They only worry
about if April’s paycheck will be
more than the one in March.
“Having a part-time job
hasn’t really taken a toll on my
grades,” Majied said, “but my
social life has digressed since I
work 16 hours a week.”

Some teens find work
not really worth the money
Byron Patterson
and Taleyah Spells

M

any students in
high school either
already have or really want
a part-time job so they help
support themselves and take
care any responsibilities that
they might have.
Some student’s dream of
having a job so they have their
own money to play around with
and feel some independence.
Some of the employed students love the idea of having
their own money, but aren’t too
pleased with responsibilities
that come with a job.
“I have a part-time job at
Wendy’s and I do not like it
there at all,” said Jada Long,
a senior. “The only thing
that kept me around was the
paychecks every week because
I was able to buy the things
I wanted without asking my
parents. Other than that, I hate
it there; fast food restaurants is
not my forte’. I’m currently on
search for another job.”
Money appears to be a big
motivating factor for keeping a
job, even though it isn’t really
something that they enjoy.
“There’s this little parttime job at a pie factory that
my mother’s friend got for me,

and I don’t know why I agreed
to work there,” said Ahmeer
Majed, a senior. “I don’t like it
there for the fact that I don’t
get paid enough for what I do.
The job, it’s too hard for me,
and on the weekends, I have to
wake up too early, feel like I’m
going to school or something.
I’m not a baking pie-type person, [it] just doesn’t fit me.”
But it’s not just teenagers
who are genuinely disinterested in what they do for money,
American adults generally hate
what they do, too, according
to a recent poll.
Gallup’s 2013 State of the
American Workplace Report,
which surveyed more than
150,000 full and part-time
workers during 2012, found
that only 30 percent of employees are “engaged and inspired at work.” That suggests
that 70 percent of American
workers basically hate or at
least dislike what they do for
employment.
Even though it appears
that many hate their jobs,
there’s still some students
that love what they do. They
actually enjoy going to work
because they’re doing some-

Please turn to page 13 for
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Students, staff ready for spring break
By Stephen Green

W

hat time is it?!
Spring break time!
It’s almost spring break for
CPS schools and students and
teachers are prepared for that
amazing one week break, which
runs from Saturday, April 12
through Sunday, April 20. School
reopens Monday, April 21.
“I can’t wait, personally, to
finally take a break from all this
horrible school work,” junior
Kayla Lee said. “We teens
need breaks from time-totime, and spring break is the
most important.”
Students often descend
on warm locales in droves to
celebrate spring break which
occurs between late February
and early April. Most students, especially college-level
students--book package deals
through special spring break
tour outfitters that include
simple accommodations,
meals, and plenty of parties.
High school students,
however, who are still young
teenagers with limited money,
have to do things that are
pretty low-key and inexpensive.
“I usually hang with my
friends or find movies in theaters to go see,” senior Richard Chandler said. “This year
I’m going on a college tour

to go see how being on campus
actually feels.”
Chandler is in the Target
Hope program and has gone on
two college tours with the organization.
“Target Hope opened up
many opportunities that I was
unaware of,” he said. “It’s nice
to get college information from
people who experienced it first
hand instead of your counselors
that sometimes have stereotypical
views. To be completely honest, I
would’ve never decided to go to
the University of Missouri without
out them.”
Students, such as junior
De’Quan Hoover, do something
different every year for spring
break.
“My cousin Tene’ from Iowa
is coming to visit this year,”
Hoover said. “She usually doesn’t
come but she feels this year
would be nice since I hardly come
visit her. Last year, I went on a college tour and around that time it
was my birthday so I had a lot of
fun and got tons of gifts.”
According to last month’s
USA Today Reader’s Choice
Poll, places such as Panama City
Beach, Fla., Cancun, Mexico, and
Wisconsin Dells, Wis. are very
popular hot spots for spring break
destinations.
Physical education teacher
Joel Ricks has tons of fun at these
hot spots for spring break.

“This year, I am going to
New Orleans and have fun
at Mardi Gras,” Ricks said. “I
usually stay home and clean
up and do a little house work.
Luckily, I got it done in the
winter.”
Mardi gras, also French
for “Fat Tuesday,” refers to
events of carnival celebrations,
reflecting the practice of the
last night of eating richer, fatty
foods before the ritual fasting
of the Lenten season. Popular practices include wearing
masks and costumes, overturning social conventions, dancing, sports competitions, and
colorful parades.
“It’s a special trip this
year,” he said. “I just have a
desire to go and have some
good food and some good
Cajun food while I’m down
there. I know people that live
there and people en route, so
I make stops while I drive.”
Senior Ashley Evans is
having an unbelievable time
deciding whether or not to go
to New York or Florida for her
spring break.
“I always take a vacation
for spring break,” she said.
“Before fall break, my family
went to Vegas, and last year
we went to Florida. When we
went to Florida, we went to
Disney World and Universal
Studios. It was cool.”

school or summer school because
they’re used to second chances.”
Other students agree that
there seems to be a different perspective on achievement among
today’s young people.
“Other people in this generation were raised much different,”
junior Shaneece Crum said, “so
they might not take their grades
as serious as I do.”
Some realize that there is
more to life than just high school,
and that what you do now may
catch up with you after you
graduate.

“If colleges look at your transcripts and see that you are lazy,
you don’t do work, and aren’t
motivated they won’t take you
serious,” Kokuro said. “They see
it as you don’t care about your
future.”
For freshman and sophomores, it’s still enough time to
make a change. There’s still time
to get back to the right track to
change your future.
“I’ve gotten a few bad
grades, but I try really hard to pull
them up,” freshman Kyle Laurey
said.

SPORTS

After 30 years, Jordans still
dominate footwear market

Jordan Brand, a division of NIKE, Inc., unveiled the AIR
JORDAN XX8, the 28th shoe in the Air Jordan franchise back in
mid-February. The popular shoe has a suggested retail price of
$250. (Source: Nike)
By Taylor Cole
and Jaleah Holcomb

B

ulls legend Michael
Jordan, a man who is
best known for his astounding
history in the NBA, has a shoe
that makes the world go crazy.
Air Jordans are not only special to basketball players, but to
dozens of teens across the nation.
Jordan’s are arguably the most
popular shoe ever made.
In fact, according to a February story from Forbes, a business
magazine, his Airness’ footwear

makes plenty of money for the
retired athlete.
“The Jordan Brand, a division
of Nike, is responsible for the
vast majority of MJ’s earnings,”
the Forbes report states. “Jordan
partnered with Nike after being
drafted by the Bulls out of North
Carolina in 1984. The original
five-year deal was worth $500,000
annually, plus royalties. The terms
of Jordan’s current deal with Nike

Please turn to page 13 for
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BAD GRADES
continued from page 11

classes are rude and don’t want
to pay attention in class,” Willis
said. “It makes it hard for me to
learn or focus sometimes.”
A lot of students are going
to have to attend evening school
and/or summer school to make
up those missing credits to graduate on time. And some seem to
think that it’s not a big deal to get
those bad grades.
“They think getting a D is
passing, but it still brings down
your GPA,” senior Ahlexzandra
Kokuro said. “If they get an F,
they can make it up at night

April Fools’ Day has long history
By Brandon Riley
and Maurice Jones

P

eople in many nations
celebrate and participate
with pranks on April Fools’ Day,
the first of April every year, as a
way to play practical jokes and
hoaxes on others.
April Fools’ Day, also known
as All Fools’ Day, takes place
on April 1st annually and isn’t
even a national holiday. The true
origin of the specific say is also
unknown.
“April Fools’ Day is all about
humor and laughter and trying to
make the day enjoyable,” senior
Dakota Reid said. “It’s amusing
to see if people will fall for your
pranks or not.”
This day of gags has been
around for hundreds of years. In

France, around 1582,
Charles IX reformed the
Gregorian calendar and
moved New Year’s Day
from April 1st to January
1st. Many continued to
celebrate New Year’s Day
on April 1st, so citizens
labeled those people
as fools and began to
play pranks on them like
send them to nonexistent
parties. The practice then
began to spread to places like
Britain, Scotland, and more in the
18th century.
According to statistics, 40
percent of Americans expect
to play pranks on April 1st and
about 50 percent of people prefer to use a social media site to
execute their prank plans.
“Last year for April Fools’
Day, I made my mother mad

when I
joked and said I have
a baby on the way,” said Brian
White, a senior. “I plan on using
Facebook to get her this time.
She won’t expect it.”
People use several methods

Please turn to page 14 for
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Although 9th and 10th graders may be messing up, there is
still a chance for redemption.
“Coming from someone who
messed up pretty bad freshman

year, it’s never too late to get
your grades together,” Kokuro
said. “When schools see huge
improvement they are more likely
to accept you.”

Study shows that freshman failure
hurts graduation likelihood

I

n an analysis of research
compiled by the
Consortium on Chicago School
Research by the Breakthrough
Collaborative, an organization
that seeks to improve
teacher training,
researchers
found that
freshman
year
success
is crucial to
success in high
school.
“The transition
from eighth to ninth
grade is one of the most
pivotal moments in a student’s
education, and one of the
most treacherous,” the Breakthrough organization analysis
states. “Research shows that
ninth grade retention rates
and failure rates are higher
than any other grade. In fact, a
ninth grade student is three to
five times more likely to fail a
class than students in any other
grade.”
In the study of 115,000
Chicago Public School high

school students, researchers
from the Consortium on Chicago School Research found
that “almost one quarter of
students in the top
quartile of their
eighth grade class
were off track by
the end of the
ninth grade.”
Students
in this
study
were
considered “offtrack” if they
were taking less than
a full course load and had
more than one semester “F” in
a core subject.
“Even just getting one “F”
in ninth grade has a negative
impact on students’ future
academic success,” the analysis
states. “Students in the Chicago study who had no ‘F’s’ in
ninth grade had a high school
graduation rate of 83 percent,
whereas students who had just
one ‘F’ in ninth grade had a
graduation rate of 60 percent.”
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Although study shows fewer are skeptical of
astrology, some say there is little meaning to them
By Shauntice Allen

Z

odiac signs still have
relevance in 2014,
whether people believe in them
or not.
“Zodiac signs aren’t important
to me, I don’t believe in them,”
senior and Gemini James Jackson
said. “I don’t see how someone
being born in certain month can
change their personality.”
However, according to data
from the National Science Foundation’s (NSF) recently-released 2014
Science and Engineering Indicators study, more Americans think
astrology is “not at all scientific”
declined from 62 percent in 2010
to just 55 percent in 2012 (the last
year for which data is available).
As a result, NSF reports that
Americans are apparently less
skeptical of astrology than they

have been at any time
since 1983.
The zodiac sign
elements are Air, Water,
Earth and Fire. Zodiac
elements are extremely
symbolic with the
astrology sign that they
represent and will help
you gain a greater understanding of people’s
zodiac signs and what
they do in life.
“My zodiac element is water, I do feel
as though I have a
bubbles personality and
my sign fits me well,”
Cancer Samaria Byers said.
Many people feel as though
horoscopes, astrology and zodiac
signs are all mythical aspects and
shouldn’t be taken seriously.
“All this astrology stuff is
fake, don’t believe it,” senior and

By Nyjiah
Muhammad
and Chakeya Ward

This season a lot of people have new favorite songs.
They’re all of mix of different artist from different
albums. Two artist and album that were quite popular this season are Beyonce’s album titled ‘Beyonce’
and Tink’s new album titled “Winter’s Diary 2.” These
two albums are very popular and listened to by both
females and males. Most would think its unpopular
on the males side, but it isn’t because they try to
listen to these albums to manipulate the minds of a
female.

Leo Jaquan Kilgore said. “I really
don’t believe that your zodiac
sign has an effect on who you are
and the way that you act.”

Please turn to page 14 for

Beyonce’
“It’s my favorite song because it very catchy,” senior
Briana Simmons said. “I like this song because it’s fun,
even though I’m not actually drunk in love.”

Jordans have become very
popular for the different design
and detail they add to each one.
“My favorite pair of Jordans is
Black Cement 3’s although I own
nearly six pair,” Owens said. “I
like the old classic Jordans more,
they’re easier and safer to get.”
Some teens love the shoe
simply because of the hype it
gives off now.
“I hate people who only wear
them because of their friends,”
Owens said. “Not knowing the
history of the brand, Jordans hit
an all-time low to being sold for
$19, but no one will ever know.”
Jordans are believed to be
one of the biggest brands for
sneakers. Not only do teens wear
them, but also Michael’s NBA
friends.
“My little brother is always
buying the shoes that he sees his
favorite players wear,” Magee
said.
Many teens also wear the
shoes simply because they’re
huge sneaker heads and simply
have love for the shoe itself.
“I’m collecting almost all of
the shoes because they’re just
raw to me,” Harris said. “I’m
trying to build a clock on my wall
with each shoe.”
Whether buying the shoe for
popularity or simply because you
have love for it, they are what are
happening for teens these days,
either get with it or get lost.
“I love the shoes, I feel that
in some cases they can be very
unnecessary,” Richards said.
“Nevertheless the shoes are very
successful and for some reason
they’re just popular in this generation.”

MANY DISLIKE WORKING
continued from page 11

thing that’s fun to them.
“My job at this daycare
center that’s right up the street
from my house isn’t so much of a
hassle,” said Erica Kelley, a senior.
“I only work a few hours every
day after school, and I’m earning
extra money for something I like
to do and that’s play and watch
over kids. It’s not overwhelming

at all like other jobs, and I get the
whole weekend to myself and
to be with my boyfriend, so it’s a
win-win situation.”
Then there are some students who love their job, but to
balance that and school was the
problem.
“I like my job at the bakery
because I love baking, that’s my

Tink
“I love to listen to Tink and all of her albums,” senior
Jade Appling said. “This song really speaks to me
because it’s describes what I want in a relationship.”

Drunk in Love

continued from page 12

most got trampled over because
of those shoes,” junior Gabriele
Owens said. “She said she never
saw something so crazy.”
According to a Houston
Chronicle article, a Houston
mother is raising awareness after
her son was brutally killed because of the shoes. Many schools
across the world have banned the
shoe because of the controversy
around the shoes.
“I know people who have
fought over the shoes before
for no reason at all,” junior Kain
Harris said. “It’s pretty easy and
necessary for me to get them
because I’m an actual basketball
player, and I’ve never had to fight
over the 30 pair of Jordans that I
do have.”
The year is 1989 and 15-yearold Michael Eugene Thomas paid
$115.50 for a pair of Air Jordans.
His grandmother tells him not to
wear his shoes to school because
someone might like them.
Bullying has also been affiliated with the shoe. If teens don’t
have the right pair or fake ones
they can get publicly humiliated.
“I know people who have
gotten bullied over Jordans,”
junior Joshua Richards said. “I am
guilty of bullying people about it.”
It has been said that Jordans
are popular simply because of
being peered pressured to fit in.
They’re a huge epidemic in the
black community.
“I started off wearing Jordans
because my friends told me about
them,” junior Timia Strickland
said. “I grew to love them, but
in my opinion people aren’t real
sneaker heads they just buy them
because of their friends.”

Treat Me

ZODIAC IMPACT

JORDAN MADNESS
are a closely guarded secret, but
royalties now generate more than
$60 million annually for MJ, according to sources.”
Although the shoe has been
around for nearly 30 years, it still
dominates the market.
“It controlled 58 percent of
the U.S. basketball shoe market
in 2012, according to research
firm SportsOneSource,” Forbes
reports. “The Jordan Brand’s parent, Nike, was second with a 34
percent share, while Adidas (5.5
percent), Reebok (1.6 percent)
and Under Armour (0.6 percent)
divvied up the leftovers.
Some say their incredible
popularity is one reason not to
have them.
“I personally don’t wear Jordans because I feel like everyone
wears them,” junior Gillian Magee
said. “They are completely overrated.”
Another reason for some to
avoid the brand is cost; Jordanwear doesn’t come cheap.
“Nike will release the Air
Jordan XX8 [back in February] to
coincide with the NBA All-Star
game,” Forbes reports. “It is the
28th shoe in the Jordan franchise. The suggested retail price
is $250. In addition to new Air
Jordans, Nike continues to pump
out retro versions of the franchise
with an average selling price of
$130 to $150.”
Likely due to the value associated with the shoes, Jordans
have been viewed in a very
negative way; the shoes have
been associated with numerous
riots, robberies, assaults and even
murder.
“My older sister’s friend al-

My iPod Playlist

favorite activity,” said Kamisha
Battles, a senior. “I love that I get a
lot of hours because [those] checks
[are] beautiful on payday. But then
I don’t like it because, as of now,
I have to balance that out with
school and that’s the hard part of it
all. I [have] homework to do when
I get off, and then [am] tired once I
get to school in the morning.”

This Time
John Legend
“John Legend is my favorite artist, so I really like all of
his songs,” senior Samantha Brown said. “This song
really makes me reminisce on a lot of special things.”

Goodbye
Kristinia Debarge
“This song reminds me of the break-up with my ex,
and how he missed me when I was gone,” senior
Shalby Daniel said. “It helped me through a lot.”

Blue
Beyonce’
“I really look up to Beyonce,” junior Briana Minued
said. “This song is one of few that actually speaks to
me and describes how I feel about my baby.”

You Gotta Be
Deseree
“Its encouraging,” senior Brandon Riley said. “This is
also a very motivational and the music speaks for
itself.”

Happy
Pharrel
“This is my favorite song because its mood-changing,” sophomore Cachet Johnson said. “Whenever
I am down I can listen to this and be lifted up
again.”

Flawless
Beyonce’
“I love all of her work,” junior Ja’leah Holcomb said.
“This song speaks the truth and explains what I think
about myself, which is absolutely flawless.”
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Astrological signs have deep meaning,
if you believe in that type of thing
By Jacqueline Weekly

Z

odiac signs are
twelve decision signs.
Historically, these twelve divisions
are called signs. Essentially, the
zodiac is a celestial coordinate
system, or more specifically an
ecliptic coordinate system, which
takes the ecliptic as the origin
of latitude, and the position of
the sun at vernal equinox as the
origin of longitude.
According to astrology.com,
the word Zodiac literally means
animals and refers to the patterns
or configurations of creatures as
seen in the twinkling stars at night.
The Zodiac belt is the great
circle around which our luminescent Sun apparently moves month
by month throughout the year,
transceiving the energy of those
different constellational signs and
there by transmitting the celestial
radiations to our Earth.
The 12 signs of the Zodiac
can be divided into both masculine and feminine, positive and
negative, or, active and passive.
The masculine signs are Aries,
Gemini, Leo, Libra, Sagittarius and

Aquarius, where as the feminine
signs are Taurus, Cancer, Virgo,
Scorpio, Capricorn and Pisces.
The zodiac sign elements are
Air, Water, Earth and Fire. Zodiac
elements are extremely symbolic
with the astrology sign that they
represent and will help you gain a
greater understanding of people’s
zodiac signs and what they do in
life. The astrology elements are
just as important to the characteristics and personality traits of a
person as their zodiac sun sign.
People care about zodiac
signs because people like to see
what’s the meaning, or thought
behind their sign. Some may think
it’s just entertainment. When people think of astrology or zodiac
signs, they usually think of it as
something magical or surreal. This
is one of the reasons why many
do not believe in astrology.
According to astrologers.
com, the Babylonians are generally credited with the birth of
astrology.
Their astrological charts
enabled them to predict the
recurrence of seasons and certain
celestial events. So, in the beginning and for more than 2,000

years, astrology and astronomy
were the same science.
Babylonian astrology was
introduced to the Greeks early in
the 4th century B.C. and, through
the studies of Plato, Aristotle,
and others, astrology came to be
highly regarded as a science. It
was soon embraced by the Romans (the Roman names for the
zodiacal signs are still used today)
and the Arabs and later spread
throughout the entire world.
The zodiac (which is derived
from the Greek word meaning
“circle of animals”) is believed to
have developed in ancient Egypt
and later adopted by the Babylonians. Early astrologers knew it took
12 lunar cycles (i.e., months) for the
sun to return to its original position.
They then identified 12
constellations that they observed
were linked to the progression of
the seasons and assigned them
names of certain animals and
persons.
Knowing about zodiac signs
and someone’s astrology is a way
of getting to know someone better in a way. Knowing someone’s
zodiac tells you about their traits,
and their good and bad.

STATE CHAMPS, AGAIN
continued from page 16

win plenty. I’ve seen them give
up, and I’ve seen them fight till
the end. From being there when
it all started to down here in Peoria, where it has ended, I’ve found
friends and basically family in
most of these boys. I supported
them, and they always made me
remember why I was supporting
them. 2013-14 has been good

to us, but now we’re all about to
start new chapters in our lives.”
Ending this glorious season
as two-time state champions, and
losing six seniors, and key players,
everyone wants to know if they
can go for a three-peat in 2015.
This year’s starting guard and
sophomore, Charlie Moore, thinks
they can.

“I know we can win another,”
Moore said. “My time here is not
up, I haven’t given up, two is nice,
but three will be even better, and
four…that’s going to be even
sweeter. I trust in my coaches, and
in my teammates that we have what
it takes to keep winning this until my
time as a Mustang is over--just make
sure everyone’s there to watch.”

ZODIAC IMPACT
continued from page 13

Others feel that zodiac signs
have a huge impact on the way
someone acts and the way they
go about things.
“I believe people did act a certain way according to their zodiac
sign because it show what their
character traits are,” senior DeAnna
Kinds said, who is a Cancer.
Some people tend to gravitate towards people who have
their favorite Zodiac sign.
“I personally stay away from
Pisces because I never get along
with them,” Kilgore said. “I tend
to gravitate towards Leos because
I’m one and I feel like that person

may be just like me.”
Others believe that someone
with the same zodiac sign as you
can be your worst enemy.
“I stay absolutely away from
people who have the same sign as
me,” Kinds said. “I’m a Cancer and it
seems that I always bump heads with
someone who is also a Cancer.”
Some people would say they
never want to change their zodiac
sign but a few people would love to.
“I hate that my birthday is in
the end of the winter, and that every
time I tell someone my zodiac sign
they automatically think that I act a
certain type of way,” Patrice Whittier

said, who is a Pisces. “If I had the
opportunity to change my birthday,
I would have a different zodiac sign I
would definitely take it.”
Other people like their
zodiac sign enough to not want
to ever change it if they the opportunity.
“People can say what they
want about if they believe it or
not, but in reality, everyone likes
something about their zodiac
sign,” senior Kelsey Ferguson
said, who is a Scorpio. “I believe
a zodiac sign gives you certain
character traits, but it definitely
doesn’t define you.”

APRIL FOOLS
continued from page 12

to get a great prank, joke or hoax
out on April Fools’ Day. From
classics like salting a toothbrush to
waking someone out of their sleep
thinking they’re late to the bucket
over the door, people get amusement out of these moments.
“Once, my brother and I put
ketchup on our shirts and showed
our mother and acted like we were
fighting and trying to hurt each
other,” senior Marcel Harrell said.
“She got real freaked out then we
laughed until she caught on.”
Every year, people come
up with new pranks and jokes to
unexpectedly fool someone who

is quite aware of the day and the
events on it.
“Last year, my friends stole my
car and parked it down the street
and tricked me,” said Diamond
Sims, a senior. “I started crying because I thought it was lost or actually stolen until they put it back and
told me to check outside again.”
Sometimes with this mischievous day, things can get out of
hand. People often take pranks to
the extreme and accidentally damage a car or hurt someone’s feelings. Some pranksters even fake
their deaths on April Fools’ Day.
“Once, my teammate had his

best friend put on his Facebook
that he had died from a shooting,”
senior Timothy Smith said. “Many
people believed it and were upset
after he told that it was a hoax.”
This day has higher participation and celebration than most
holidays and it isn’t even an official one. There’s something about
pranks that people love.
“People used to send those
long texts on April Fools’ Day
basically ending friendships,” said
Randi Crawford, a senior. “Then
after reading the whole text and
getting your feelings hurt it’ll say
‘April Fools!’. I never liked those.”

SPORTS

he said,
she said

Is breaking up really hard to do?

By Joshua Brock

M

By Maya James

T

ost girls think that
guys can break up
with a girl and be immune to
the post-breakup slump, but in
actuality, we just hide it much
better.
What happens to a guy after
a breakup typically depends on
who did the breaking up. If he
does the breaking up, then sadness might last for about a couple
seconds, right before he realizes
about all the potential girls he
could get with. Being dumped
however, evokes a much different
array of emotions.
Immediately afterwards,
guys could be cool and collected
acting as if they aren’t phased,
they could get really angry, or the
much more rare, sobbing and asking, “What did I do wrong?”
There are many methods
as to how to get over the break
up also. Most men try to occupy
their time or just stay busy as not
to think about the breakup in
general.
“I like to go out with the guys
and do manly things like play
video games or football, stuff like
that,” senior Curtis Mitchell said.
“If I want to be alone, I’ll listen to
music or play guitar.”
Occupying your time is a
very effective method up until
the point where your time can’t
be occupied any further, at which
point you have nothing to do but
think about the break up.
There will eventually come
a Friday night where he has no
plans and thinks of what was
ruined or what could’ve been.
That’s usually around the time
girls will get a late night text or
call saying “I miss you,” which
usually leads to a pretty tragic
curve.
“When you’re dealing with a
breakup, you need to destroy or
burn anything that reminds you of
her,” senior Keshawn Hentz said.
Unfortunately that isn’t as
easy as it sounds for some. In
the movie “Forgetting Sarah
Marshall,” the protagonist goes
all the way to Hawaii to forget
about his celebrity ex, only to
find her there as well. This leads
to emotions rushing back for our
poor hero and an evening of him
bawling on his hotel floor. This
is somewhat reminiscent of what
men who are more in touch with
their “feminine side.”
However the sheer truth of
the matter is that most men cry,
it just isn’t often at all. And if you

ime heals all wounds.
The best thing to
do after a hard breakup is to
surround yourself with nothing
but positive things and people.
Surrounding yourself with
people that love and care for you
will not only keep your mind off of
your recent breakup but also affirms that your decision was indeed
the correct one. Going through a
breakup is hard, and the best way
is to just let time do its thing.
If you rush into a new relationship or run to the nearest Walgreen’s
to drown your sorrows in a tub of
ice cream, you’re still going to have
those hurt feels and unsolved problems. No one said that crying and
being hurt are bad things, they are
just things that people try to avoid
in fear of being vulnerable or fear of
showing weakness.
In fact, if you hide behind a
fake smile and some makeup, you
are pushing past the fact that you
just went through something that
truly hurt you. Society needs to stop
teaching us that you can’t show any
signs of weakness. Although, there
is a time and place to express these
emotions; just because you’re weak
in this moment doesn’t mean you
can’t rise up even stronger and keep
carrying on.
If you surround yourself with
a pint of good, all-faithful Ben
and Jerry’s, you aren’t dealing
with your problem. Instead you
are ignoring it and channeling
your frustration into a bad habit.
You know how much fatting
food you would have to buy if
you drowned your sorrows in fatty
foods every time you had a situation not go your way, a lot.
“After a bad breakup, I feel
like the best thing to do is call
up your friends, and have a girls
night,” senior Maggie West said.
“This allows you to express your
feelings and be surrounded with
people who care for you.”
People sometimes think that
the best way to get over a bad
breakup is to get a “rebound.”
Urban Dictionary defines a
rebound as going from one relationship to the next right away to
avoid the pain of a breakup.
The keyword above is avoid;
you can’t escape the reality that
the relationship that you were in
is over. By getting a rebound, you
set yourself up for more unnecessary drama. You end up hurting
yourself and unnecessarily hurting
other people in the process.
As teens wither we accept
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Girls soccer kicks off season, despite chilly temps
By Mia Jacobs

T

he girls soccer team
is aiming for a good
season this year.
Head coach Santos Marchan
has some high expectations for
the season this year.
“I want us to win our section
and advance to the playoffs,” he
said. “If the team works hard, I
know we can do it.“
This season, there have been
some new additions to the team.
“My hopes for the season
are that we win a lot of games,

that I have a starting position, and
everyone stays motivated,” junior
newbie Dequan Hoover said. ”I’m
really excited for the season.”
Assistant coach Ricardo Lara
believes that with the players they
have it will be a really good season.
“I expect the season to go
well,” he said. “We have a lot of
promising players this year.”
Returning players are excited
to see the team excel this year.
“I think with a little bit of
dedication and hope the soccer
team can do really well this year,
like last year, “ center forward and
senior Jada Jackson said.” Maybe

we can even go up a division.”
Last season, the team had a
record of 5-2.
Players are also confident
that this could be a really good
season if the team works hard.
“I’m really excited to get out
there on that field with my girls and
play,” defender and senior Vanity
Harris said. “ I really hope that my
team can come together as one and
fight as hard as we can to win every
game because I know we can.”
Surprisingly, the lingering
cold, wet weather has not had
much of an impact.
“The weather is not a diffi-

culty,” Marchan said. “We play rain
or shine. We play even if there’s a lot
of rain or snow. The only thing that
stops us is the thunder or lightning.”
The cool temperature isn’t deterring player enthusiasm, either.
“I’m so excited!” Hoover
said. “ I can’t wait to play, and I
don’t care if it’s cold as long as
I’m able to play really well.”
Some changes have been
made to the division the team is in.
“We are supposed to be in
Division 2, but because we didn’t
play against Corliss High School,
we couldn’t move up a division,”
the coach said.

The seniors on the team are
melancholy about the season.
“It’s so sad to say that this
is my last year doing soccer,
because it’s been so full of fun,
laughter, and dedication,” Harris
said. “I hope that others join and
keep the team alive. I plan on
continuing soccer in college because it’s a sport I love so much.“
Some seniors will miss their
teammates and coaches.
“It makes me sad, but I know
that I will keep playing soccer
even out of high school, and maybe I’ll come back and see how the
team is doing,” Jackson said.

Baseball squad expects to move up from runner-up
By Tahje Hartley

B

aseball season
has arrived, and
the Mustangs are hungry
for success after last year’s
heart-breaking loss to Simeon
Career Academy in the Public
League championship game.
The squad had a very
productive season in 2013
and a 12-4 record to show for
it. Though a few key players
who had a lot of talent either
graduated or transferred, there
is still a lot of star power on
the roster. Junior infielder Larry
Warr expects the team to get

back to the big dance and finish
the deal.
“Man, our guys worked hard
this entire off season,” Warr said.
“They busted their tails from the
beginning of training camp up to
this point. With guys being hungry and determined for success,
we can beat anybody. We have
a lot of talent and we have to go
out and take what is ours.”
The squad capped their
dream season with a tough loss
to the Wolverines last spring. But
the possibility of them returning to glory is very likely, despite
losing Rahman Williams this past
year. Rahman was a University of

Michigan commit who transferred
to a high school in Florida.
There is still enough talent
with center fielder James “JD”
Davison, shortstop Lavar Reed,
solid pitcher Christian Lipscomb,
and power-hitter Elijah Craig. Davison has committed to Howard
University and the other two are
being heavily recruited.
According to head varsity coach Ernest Radcliffe, he
has plans on improving on last
season’s success by coaching discipline and focusing on the little
things to better his squad.
“We got a good team, and
I think if we tweak our flaws, we

will become more than a good
team,” he said. “I can’t wait to
get my guys back on the diamond
because I got a good feeling that
this will be a good year and our
seniors will lead us to success.”
The Mustangs are ranked
47th in the state, which is
relatively good, considering how
many teams are in the state. JD
is ecstatic about the upcoming
season and wants to finish up his
great high school career with a
ring.
“We have to come together
and play to the best of our
capabilities,” Davison said. “ We
have to be all in every inning and

willing to sacrifice our bodies to
make plays. If we sell-out every
play and play unselfish ball, we
will be successful, I just know
we will.”
Senior bat-catcher Anthony
Harden, who will walk on with
Illinois State’s baseball team
next year, feels like this team is
a force to be reckoned with.
“If we learn from our
mistakes last year and correct
them, we will be scary-good
I think,” Harden said. “I just
want everyone to stay healthy,
and I think we will go very far
and bring home the championship.”

leaving the team and a whole
new generation joining, many
eyebrows have been raised about
how well the team will do next
year, but the coach has faith.
“I have a lot of confidence
in the upcoming season,” Pollard
said. “The girls who joined last

year were a good addition and
worked hard. I’ve seen a lot of
improvement from when they
started out and that’s how my
seniors started out. It’s amazing to
see how they’ve grown and many
of the older member continue to
dance at their colleges such as

University of Missouri, U of I, and
Tennessee State.”
The pom-pon team would
also like to the RC Antonides
Morgan Park Foundation for
donating money to the team and
helping purchase our wonderful
warm-ups. Thank you!

ANOTHER CITY TITLE
continued from page 16

to graduating, which I’m excited
for.”
The coach is already looking
for new recruits.
“I expect to see people who
are dedicated try out for the
team,” Pollard said. “We’re losing
seven girls, [and] I expect to find

people willing to work hard. Every
year it’s hard to get freshmen on
the team; I’m trying to build up a
future of the team. I want people
who will help continue upholding
the legacy we’ve made and not
quit after football season.”
With so many members

SHE SAID

AC BASKETBALL

continued from page 14

continued from page 16

The Academic Center girls basketball team celebrates their
regional victory over Mt. Vernon, 59-44.
so I could help lead my team
to a victory, but I will for sure
next season,” 7th grade center
Zaria Chatman said. “All I can
do is continue to get better. I’ll
be ready to contribute all next
season.”
The coach was lucky to

get a great point guard who he
found contributed so much to the
team this season.
“I am glad that I got to
help my team out so much this
season,” 7th grade point guard
Ryan Jenkins said. “I think I did
what my coach needed me to do

and putting my dribbling skills
on the court. I am going to
continue to work on my skills
and use them when we’re playing next season.”
Lady Mustang supporters hoped for the win for city
and state, but are still cheering
them on for their futures in
high school or continuing to
play on next year’s team.
“I was very disappointed
that the girls didn’t get to
compete for city after all the
hard work they put forward,”
assistant coach Richard Jenkins
said. “I still have faith in and
will continue to push on hard
work for next year’s team.”
The girls have worked and
played hard all season long, and
will hope to have a repeat for
next year’s team making it farther.
“I won’t let the little set
back we had in our season get
me down or lose my faith in how
next season is going to be,” 7th
grade power foward Aminah
Muhammad said. “I felt like I
had a decent season this year
and will keep up my hard work
and work harder in my future.”

it or not are looking for love. Female teens especially, deep down
inside are looking for conformation that yes we are beautiful and
are indeed wanted. Popular to
most belief, no one can confirm
that you’re absolutely amazing
better then you can.
Wither you’re going through

a break up, in a relationship, or
frustrated because you’re “forever
alone,” remember that no one
knows you better then you and
no one can accepted you until
you first accept yourself. So let
time run its course and if and
when you are indeed ready love
with come your way.

HE SAID

continued from page 14

are able to make a man cry, then
you were and probably still are a
very important piece in his life.
“I’m ashamed to admit it,
but yeah I’ve cried over an exgirlfriend,” said Brandon Raya, a
senior. “It was once, but it actually
felt kinda good.”
Getting over a bad breakup
is hard regardless and if you
don’t have a group of friends or a
close friend it’ll probably be a lot
harder. Being able to go out with
friends and just get some fresh air
is incredibly helpful believe it or
not. Going paintballing or “doing
something manly” as Mitchell
said, could benefit you more than
you think, especially if you’re in a
slump. A weekend of pizza and

a marathon of “Breaking Bad”
helped me through a breakup...
just sayin’.
There are many things that you
just shouldn’t do also, such as immediately go searching for another
girl to be with, otherwise known
as “the rebound.” You’ll only have
the thought of you ex on your mind
and will likely compare everything
your rebound does to her.
So if your ex used to make
you breakfast every Sunday, you’d
probably expect the rebound
to do the same, which likely
wouldn’t be the case. Although
men don’t typically “eat their
feelings,” if you’re in that type
of mood, I suggest you don’t do
that, either.
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Pom-pon girls win city championship
By Jada Long

T

he girls pom-pon team went
out in the best way this year,
placing first at the recent Public League
competition; however, they had a few
challenges along the way.
On March 22, 2014 the girls went to
city competition at Chicago State University,
where they defeated Simeon’s dance team
and placed first, once again, keeping alive
the legacy of placing first in city for 14 years.
“I’m very proud of them placing
first,” head coach Darlene Pollard said.
“They’ve held a legacy and people expect the team to always win and continue
the legacy that they’ve made.”
Pom members were equally thrilled.
“I was happy to win,” senior Maryah
Persons said. “I’ve been on the team
since my freshman year and to become
captain my senior year and help my team
place first is a good feeling.”
This competition was very important
to many on the team.
“Placing first was all I wanted,” senior
Kiari Jenkins said. “It was important for
me to place first since it was my senior
year; I did not want to lose or place anything less then first.”
Unfortunately, the team will not be
able to continue at the IHSA-level of competition, due to budget cuts.
“I’m a little disappointed,” Pollard
said. “We missed out on a lot of opportunities because we didn’t have the funding
for it. We have to pay more because of
the distance of traveling to the competitions. A lot of the state competitions
were further in central and southern
Illinois. None of the competitions were in
Chicago or the south suburbs, so we had
to pay a lot of money for bus services,
competition fees, and hotel rooms.”

The girls would have loved the opportunity to compete on the state level.
“I wasn’t happy that we didn’t get to
go to state this year,” said Randi Crawford
senior of the pom team. “It didn’t feel like
an actual season this year. Since I’ve been
on the team we’ve always had a competition season, but this year we didn’t so
things didn’t feel the same.”
The captain of the team agreed.
“I was upset we didn’t compete,” senior Shaina Thompson said. “I’ve been on
the team since my freshmen year, and we
always went to state, and my senior year I
wasn’t even given the opportunity to even
attempt to make it.”
Last year, the pom team qualified for
state, but did not go due to funding and
also because the routine they qualified for
was not the routine they ultimately wanted
to do. However, the team of 2015 will be
given the chance to go downstate and continue the usual routine for the pom team.
“This summer they’ll start off with a
UDA dance camp,” Pollard said. “This
year, we did the three-day camp and
learned a lot of tips for the team and
also won three trophies and medals.
Hopefully, next year, we can make it to
Nationals, but we will be participating in
the Chicagoland UDA competitions and
probably check into any other IDTA and
TDI competitions.”
There will be seven seniors leaving
the team this year, so as of now, the pom
team only has 10 actual members on the
team.
“Leaving the team is bittersweet,”
Thompson said. “I’ve been on the team
since my freshman year, and I worked
very hard to join. Although it’s sad to be
off of the team, it does mean I’m closer
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Pom-pon girls take a selfie with their Public League championship plaque that
they won in last month’s city title competition. This is the 14th time that they’ve
earned the distinction.

Varsity repeats as state champs
By Robin Kennedy
and Alan Cail

E

nding their 201314 boys varsity
basketball season as twotime IHSA Class 3A state
champions, with a seasonal
overall record of 24-6, on
Saturday, March 22, 2014 in
Peoria, Illinois, these Mustangs
are more than thrilled from
their accomplishment.
Returning to the Peoria
Civic Center to play against
the Lincoln Railsplitters, the
Mustangs fought back from
trailing as many as 13 points
in the third quarter, to winning by 10. Beating the their
opponent, 59-49, and bringing
home their second consecutive
championship, these Mustangs
played a tough game and qui-

Junior high
girls team
fall short
of city win

eted those who doubted them.
“I do remember…in the beginning of this school year asking if
I thought that we could win again,”
head coach Nick Irvin recalled,
“And I most certainly remember
telling you ‘yes.’ I believed in that
answer, and I believed in my team,
and what did we do. We won, not
once, but twice.”
During their last championship game the 2012-13 season,
the boys varsity team beat the
Cahokia Camanches 63-48. Returning and playing without many
of their star players from that
victory, these guys brought home
the state hardware, none the less.
“Last year’s win was a very
big win for me and my teammates,” said Torry Johnson,
combo guard and senior. “But
this one felt more like it was ours.
Last year’s victory felt more like it
was for the seniors, so this year

being a senior, a starter, and ending my high school career with
two state titles… it’s more than a
victory to me.”
Not being the only senior to
come back and win another state
title, Johnson was accompanied
by returning seniors Lamont
Walker , two-year starter Josh
Cunningham, two-year starter
Dellan Whatley, Markus Johnson,
and Mannie Robinson.
But the win was in doubt
for a time. After falling behind
39-26 late in the third quarter, the
Mustangs knew they had to get a
player in the game for them who
could switch their game up, and
pull this one out.
“[In the] third quarter, the
pressure was on,” senior guard
Whatley said. “Nick told us that
we had been here before, not
only downstate, but down by
that many points, and in both

situations, we have come back
stronger than before and won
by playing our best defense.
So that’s what we did, we came
harder on defense, we got in their
face more, we forced turnovers
and bad shots, and we won.”
Through the three-hour drive
from Chicago to Peoria, there and
back for most, this was not only
a victory for the boys, but it was
as well for their coaches, parents,
supporters, and fans as well.
“Seeing all that red in the
stands from the Lincoln fans was
at times intimidating,” power
forward and senior Cunningham
said. “But every time I got a
chance to look down the court,
I could see that little green section that was there for us, I could
hear their claps and their screams
when we made good plays. That
was what made us stay in the
game, we knew that it wasn’t

just for us, but it was for the
people that have been cheering us on, and supporting us,
not just this season, but these
last four years, and we went
out there and showed them
our appreciation for them.”
Although there wasn’t a
giant section full of Mustang
fans and supporters, there
were those who had been
following them since their
first game back in November
against Larkin for their first win,
84-82.
“It seems like just last
week, they were playing at Larkin,” said River Bonds, senior
and basketball supporter. “I’ve
been to all of their games. I’ve
watched them lose some and
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except for the fact that they didn’t
win a title. The team lost to Gary
Coleman Elementary who defeated them in the playoffs in the
Final Eight, 35-15.
The team did, however,
win the Regional title at Carver
Military High School against Mt.
Vernon Elementary, 59-44.
“I am proud of how the
season has gone this being my
official first year as head coach,”

Coach Beck said. “We worked
hard all season just didn’t get
exactly where we wanted.”
The Lady Mustangs didn’t
see the great ending they were
looking for in their season with
all the hard work and dedication
they put it.
“I was very disappointed on
not making it to city,” 8th grade
shooting guard Breanna Beck
said. “I enjoyed my last season of

elementary school basketball with
my team, and I hope the best for
them in the future.”
Lady Mustang Zaria Chatman
wished she had worked on her
skills more and showed her improvement earlier in the season.
“I wish I had showed these
improvements earlier in the season

T

he girls Academic Center
(AC) basketball ended
their season with a record of 8-1,
not completing their goal of winning
city, but happy about their season.
The coaches and players
were pretty satisfied on how their
season had gone and ended,
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