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Grace period ends
Trip offers day under
for
tardy
students
the big top for students
By Danielle Washington
and Timia Strickland

S

Special needs students get the opportunity to witness this colorful and exciting spectacle,
as well as many others during their educational field trip to the Ringling Bros. and Barnum &
Bailey last month. (Photos by Shaquira Williams)
By Shaquira Williams

T

he special needs
students attended
the Ringling Bros. and Barnum

& Bailey circus as part of a unique
educational opportunity last
month.
The 25 students were accompanied by their two teachers, Darlene Pollard and Vorice

Causey, two teacher assistants,
two student volunteers and
three parent volunteers. The

Please turn to page 8 for

CIRCUS TRIP

chool officials terminated
the entry grace period
policy employed at the beginning of
the school day last week, after it was
deemed that too many students
abused the extra time allowance.
The administration decided
to eliminate the 15-minute grace
period at the start of first period, starting the Monday before
the Thanksgiving holiday. Any
students that were not in class by
7:45 a.m. were to be directed, or
“swept,” to the lunchroom.
On that dreary, drizzly morning, over 200 students were sent
to the cafeteria, crowding the
benches with tardy teens who
filtered in as late as 8:25 a.m.
Before the revised policy was
implemented, fewer than 60 kids
would generally have to be detained for being excessively late.
Over the past few years,
students were given a generous
amount of time to arrive to their
first period class, mainly due
to a slow entry process at the
two building access doors and
perceived weather-related issues.
Even though the tardy bell would

ring at 7:45 a.m., students could
arrive at their first class of the day
as late as 8 a.m. without being
swept or otherwise penalized.
However, many teachers
and administrators observed
that a high number of students
took advantage of the relaxed
policy by intentionally arriving
late, loitering and roaming the
halls, and even ignoring the grace
period altogether by going to first
period well after 8 a.m. And all of
this was happening despite wellstaffed entry points and generally
calm weather conditions.
Enough was enough, according to English teacher Gerald
Winston, who has been active
with supporting better student
attendance and was on the attendance committee last year.
“Giving students leeway until
8 o’clock to get to their classroom, even though class starts at
7:45, students were taking advantage of that,” Winston said. “They
were just hanging in the hallway
for those 15 minutes, and within
those minutes fights have taken
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GRACE PERIOD
ENDS

Students enjoy special performance, ‘At Last’
Lashawn Lewis
and Karrington Taylor

INSIDE

Social sciences teacher
Katrina Richard poses
with the cast of “At Last: A
Tribute to Etta James” after
a field trip which brought 60
guests to the evening show.
Cast members (from left):
Daniel Phillips, Adrian Byrd,
Yahdina U’Deen, Candace
Edwards, Melanie
McCullough, Ms.
Richard, Alanna
Taylor, tribute
narrator Rueben
Echoles (Ms. Real),
and Mark J.P.
Hood. Inset: Etta
James’ 1960 debut
album.
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Wonder why no
food, no drinks?
You shouldn’t. P2

S

tudents, parents,
teachers, and other
guests enjoyed a wonderful
tribute to R&B legend Etta James
on Thursday November 20, 2014
at the Black Ensemble Theater in
downtown Chicago.
Approximately 60 people
attended the evening field trip to
the Northside theater, which was
coordinated by social sciences
teacher Katrina Richard--who is an
actress, as well. The $20 charge-
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No food or drinks allowed? I wonder why?
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By Karrington Taylor
and Rachelle Hampton

Bd
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right red Flamin’ Hots,
a couple of roomtemperature grape-flavored
Crush pops, and maybe a greasy
HoneyBun that was probably
manufactured in 1998. Ah, yes,
the breakfast of champions for
many Mustangs.
Students often wake up in
the morning hungry, so they stop
by McDonalds or a nearby gas
station to get something to eat
before they get to school. Oh,
yum.
After that pit stop, it’s off to
Morgan Park. But first, you better
jam all those snacks deep in your
bookbag, otherwise they might
get snatched from security.
When you do finally get
here, you’re probably, like, at
least 15-20 minutes late; now
you gotta get swept. Oh, well; at
least now they can sneak down
some Flamin’ Hots (I’m sure that
besides that long list of unpronounceable chemicals, there’s
at least one thing that might
be considered as a vitamin or
something).
But anyway, you couldn’t eat
your delicious and healthy McGriddle breakfast sandwich in the
first period sweep, so you take it
to second.
Personally, I don’t mind sitting there staring at you talk while
a gob of grape jelly is sticking
in the corner of your mouth, or
some biscuit crust is sprinkled on
your uneven lipstick.
Oops, sorry; I think I just

threw up in my mouth a little bit
as I sit here thinking about it. No
biggie; I’m sure you’re oblivious
about how you look, anyway.
No McDonald’s today? Well,
there’s nothing wrong with you
absent-mindedly dropping your
hot Krutchy Kurl chips on the
desk, and as soon as you reach
to pick it up, a fast little roach
beat you to it. Don’t worry about
it; you’re feeding them with the
crumbs you drop on a daily basis,
why stop now?
Besides, if you’re that sloppy
and careless here, I’m sure you’re
used to it at home. And yet many
of the same people complain
about the school being dirty and
gross. Weird.
Hey, I’m not complaining or
anything; I actually kind of enjoy
sitting there watching mice run
around along the walls, because it
distracts me from the funky smell
of the half-eaten sandwich in my
classmate’s bookbag. Everybody
gotta eat!
Maybe I should be a biology major, since it really doesn’t
bother me when I see a line of
ants marching their way across
the floor to get at that sticky lake
of spilled pop. I guess that kid
expected someone else to clean
that mess up. I wish I had a personal maid, too!
But even if you ain’t got time
to stop by the BP, there’s plenty
of students--I mean entrepreneurs--selling chips, juice, candy,
Gucci purses, used cars, whatever
on every floor. It’s like walking
through a flea market. Anything
you want, trust me, somebody
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got it.
And then, once you buy
something, you can just casually leave your candy wrappers
piled up on your desk. I mean,
that’s what janitors are for,
right? I’m sure they were actually hired to be your personal
assistant.
Let’s give our school a bad
name for the littering, mice,
roaches all them creatures running around the school. I’m only
scared of what might pop out of
the school lunch when I eat it.
It’s really not all that distracting having decades-old
wads of gum under (and on top
of) almost every desk in the
freaking school. I love sitting
at my desk, trying to learn a
lesson, and as soon as I get up
to turn in my work or even go
to the bathroom, my sleeve
gets stuck to the bottom of the
desk. Why? Because of gum…
LOL, but I mean, there’s nothing
wrong with that, right? At least
I know some people’s breath is
not on ten.
I just don’t see why teachers are so against eating in
classrooms. The little insects and
rodents running around will clean
all the crumbs up super-fast!
So next time you see someone selling a dollar bag of chips,
a pineapple Crush (who drinks
that stuff?), or Zip Lock bag of
Fruities (at least I hope they are),
just ignore it. You probably will
anyway, just like you ignored that
bite of a Subway turkey club you
dropped on the floor in fourth
period.

Just a lonely, 30-pack cardboard box of Flamin’ Hots and an
emptied carton of Crush pops, discarded in the MP drive-thru,
I mean parent drop-off. I’m sure that it’s probably someone’s
lunchtime snack, and they’ll pick up their garbage later.

GRACE PERIOD ENDS
continued from page 1

place, and with there not being any
repercussions for not being in class,
we have just decided to make the
cutoff time at 7:45 [a.m.].”
The problem is that too many
ignored the fact that school starts
at the beginning of first period,
not whenever students feel like it,
Winston added.
“We have to do something
about the students that do get
here on time and then just stand
in the hallway,” he said. “They
are distracting to the educational
process, and when they walk in
15 minutes late, they distract the
students--who were there on time-from the lesson [being taught].”
Some students see the bigger problem as that of tardy teens
missing an entire class period,
rather than a portion, as caused
by the consequence of being
kept in the cafeteria for the entire
first period.
“I think that giving more time
to be in first period would be a
good idea, because it allows more
students to be in their class other
then be in the lunchroom,” senior
John Randolph said. “I feel that if
more students are in the lunchroom when they are late, then how
are they going to learn? When
you enter into college, there is a
set time on when you have to be
in class, but just because you are
late they don’t make you miss the
whole class. You may be a little behind, but you still get something
out of the lesson.”
When the weather changes
for the worse, some might expect
the grace period to return, but

that appears unlikely, according to
Assistant Principal Edward Rosa.
“No, administration isn’t
going to allow more time due to
bad weather,” Rosa said. “Unfortunately, the students should
get better [attendance habits]
and shoot for 7 a.m. [when the
weather gets worse].”
Trying to claim that bad
weather slowed you down is a hollow excuse, the assistant principal
added, especially considering that
Chicago isn’t exactly known for it’s
warm, sunny weather.
“Being that we are in the Chicagoland area, most of the school
year has inclement weather,” he
said. “If you take somewhere
around mid-October and go all
the way to mid-April, with rain
and so forth, that’s a good eight
out of our 10 months of schooling
that anyone could use as an excuse [that] Chicagoans can’t get
somewhere on time. I think it’s a
bad mind-set and a bad practice,
professionally and personally, to
say just because the weather is
bad we have an excuse.”
But some may also claim that
there is still a traffic jam to enter
the building, slowing their ability
to be timely. To counter, the assistant principal said that students
have the option of arriving earlier
to beat the rush.
“We are going to offer an
earlier opening this year,” Rosa
said. “I believe 7:15 [a.m.] was
the time last year that they
opened the door, but now we
moved that to 7 a.m., so at that
time students will be able to

come into the building and get a
bite to eat [in the cafeteria]. We’re
being more proactive instead of
being reactive.”
Requiring students to be on
time is not just an arbitrary, punitive measure to make students
suffer, it’s simply another life lesson, according to Terry Atkins, the
head coach of the varsity Mustangs football team.
“When you get to college,
you will have to be in class [on
time, despite] rain, sleet, or
snow,” Atkins said. ”No matter
what, you have to be there and
be on time--they do not care.
For many, especially the Senior Class, the time is now to get
prepared for the next level in life.
“I think it’s a great chance to
get the students ready for the college level,” Atkins said, “because
when you start, there are no excuses; there is the start time, and that’s
the time you have to be there.”

EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to the
editor. All letters must have a name and division number. We reserve the right to edit
all letters for mechanics, length, and content.
Please submit responses with name and division to Mr. Majeske or any member of the
newspaper, or to KEMajeske@cps.edu.
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Most irritated by disruptive false alarms, culprits
Timia Strickland
and Danielle Washington

T

he school suffered a
rash of false fire alarms
this fall, predominantly due to
disruptive underclassmen who
have been caught, arrested, and
punished, but not to the extent
that was sought.
According to Dr. Carolyn D.
Epps’ Principal’s Report given to
the Local School Council at last
month’s meeting in the library,
there have been a total of 13 false
fire alarms pulled since October
3, 2014. Nine alarms were pulled
in October and four alarms were
pulled in November. All but two
of the alarms were pulled by
students; they were triggered by
technical issues.
Although some might think
its a joke, many, including Assistant Principal Edward Rosa, are
deeply frustrated.
“I feel very, very stressed,”
the administrator said, “I feel
very, very disappointed. I’m [concerned with] the consequences.
I’m afraid for the firemen, the
elderly, the community, and the
kids with special needs. I worry
about the curriculum and instruction time being lost from teaching
and learning, and [I feel] a little
bit of anger.”
Typically, the false alarms
have been pulled late in the
school day, around sixth or seventh period. However, one has
been pulled as early as second
period, while, even worse, on two
occasions, the ear-piercing alarm

has gone off twice in one day.
“Since I have all my credits
and I am a senior, it doesn’t really
bother me, but now [those who
are pulling the alarms] are actually
putting people lives in danger,”
senior DeQuan Hoover said, adding that “Popping the fireworks is
childish; someone can really get
hurt. I admit, it was fun at first, but
now it’s getting out of control.”
Generally, upperclassmen,
especially seniors, realize that
these disruptions simply waste
valuable time.
“It’s an inconvenience, we
could be doing [college and
scholarship] applications,” senior
Chris Parker said. “We could use
this time to talk to counselors. It’s
making things more stressful on
us, and is putting us in jeopardy
of losing out on activities, struggling to fund some certain senior
events.”
Many teachers are really
unhappy with the disruptions
that they have to endure with the
troublesome kids.
“The fire alarms, it’s getting
old, it’s a waste of time,” English
teacher Gerald Winston said. “It’s
a hazard. Kids are taking time
away from the instructional time.
Plus, its cold outside.”
School officials have enforced
the Student Code of Conduct to
the fullest extent possible, with
all but culprits from two of the
alarms being caught, arrested,
and suspended.
According to the CPS Student Code of Conduct (SCC),
these offenses fall under Group

Students line Hermosa Avenue along the north edge of the
campus, while a Chicago police car stands guard after a false
fire alarm was activated in early November.
5, the second worst behavioral
category listed, which includes
behaviors that “most seriously
disrupt.” Group 6 lists behaviors
that are “illegal and most seriously disrupt.”

Specifically, the SCC explains
that the students are violating
5-10: “False activation of a fire
alarm which causes a school
facility to be evacuated or causes
emergency services to be noti-

fied.”
Under the code, the guilty
students received the maximum
out-of-school suspension: five
days.
Although the administration
filed for expulsion proceedings,
CPS denied the request, recommending those students be assigned to the SMART program, a
disciplinary intervention.
Some have wondered why
more wasn’t done. Although the
misbehaving students have been
punished through arrests and
suspensions, further, more serious
consequences have not been
levied by state-level officials,
including the Cook County State’s
Attorney’s Office, according to
the principal, Dr. Carolyn Epps.
“The state’s attorney does
not want to prosecute the false
fire alarm cases because their position is that the judges will throw

Please turn to page 5 for

REASON FOR
ALARM

Prank pulls costly on many levels
By Adrian Dearon
and William James

S

hhhhrrreeeiiiikkk!
Most have become
tired and aggravated of the recent plague of ear-splitting fire
alarm, falsely pulled by a small

number of underclassmen.
With 13 false alarms, 11
known to be pulled by students,
many people want to know what
are the consequences for their
actions and what is being done to
prevent more.
It appears that security

personnel, who scrutinizes the
many different recordings of
surveillance video feeds, have
identified and apprehended
the perpetrators in all but

Please turn to page 4 for
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‘AT LAST’ REVIEW
continued from page 1

-generously discounted from the
$55-$65 retail price--covered the
cost of renting two school buses,
the ticket price, and a tasty meal.
One of the cast members
is also a Morgan Park alumnus:
Class of 1999’s Melanie McCullough. The actress performed
with Richard on stage this past
summer in “The Marvelous
Marvelettes,” a musical about the
1960’s Motown girl group.
“At Last: A Tribute to Etta
James” enjoyed its first production run in 2005 and recently
returned to the stage this past
September; this show will close
on December 28. This highly-acclaimed production highlights the
vocalist’s life and musical career
which spanned from the 50’s
through to her death in 2012.
Although James’ career
began in the 1950s, it took off in
Chicago when she signed with
the legendary Chess Records
which produced countless blues,
R&B, and rock and roll hits, including most of hers. The tribute
is named after her 1960 debut
album, entitled “At Last,” which
features the number two hit song
of the same name on the R&B
chart in 1961.

Looking back at ‘At Last’
Before students left the
school for the show, they had a
very delicious meal catered by
Chicago’s Home of Chicken &
Waffles; they had sweet potatoes,
macaroni, fried chicken, greens
and corn bread with juice or pop.
When the large group arrived
at the Black Ensemble Theatre,
they were greeted nicely by the

people who worked there; they
then received a ticket and a program and were directed to their
seat.
While waiting for the show to
start, everyone in the room had
to turn off their cell phones; they
were not allowed to record or
take pictures till after the show.
The performance started off
with five versions of Etta James
coming out singing; after they
were done, they sat down and
a transvestite Etta James “wannabe” came out to introduce
herself and the five Etta’s. “Ms.
Real,” a colorful drag queen
played by Rueben Echoles, narrated the show.
The five Ettas (color-coordinated--yellow, orange, blue,
red, and purple--to represent the
different stages in James’ life)
included a young Etta, an Etta
who fought a personal battle with
drug use, an Etta during the time
she was signed to Chess Records,
an Etta after beating the drugs,
and finally, Etta before her death
in 2012.
The tribute went in chronological order, starting off with
how Etta was put in foster care,
and she talked about Mama Lou
(Etta’s foster mother) how much
she cared and loved Etta up until
her own death. Then they talked
about her biological mother who
was on drugs and couldn’t take
care of herself or Etta. They went
all the way back to how Etta
started singing in church when
she was just 5-years-old.
After that, we got to see
what Etta went through with her
first love, Harvey Fuqua; they

showed how Etta was really in
love with him even though he was
abusive, but they said she liked it
rough when it came to love.
That was her first heartbreak
when they broke up; he sent
her an invite to his wedding.
The performers showed us how
hurt she was by performing her
song, “All I Could Do Was Cry.”
The young Etta expressed how
hurt she was: While singing that
song, she started to cry, and
it was like we felt her pain of
seeing the love of her life with
someone else.
Throughout the tribute, the
actresses expressed how James
was dealing with love, drugs,
being independent, heartbroken,
and abused. The way they were
singing made it seem like Etta
James was really there.
During the performance,
all five of the Ettas couldn’t get
along because they were all so
different and alike in many ways;
they were letting their egos
overshadow each other and the
real reason why they was there.
After all, they were there to do a
tribute about James, how she was
a legend, and, overall, a good
person, plus the fact that she
went through all that during her
rise to fame.
One part that made the audience fall in love is when the final
Etta found true love it was a love
that was real and made her happy
as a whole her husband had taken
the fall for her and went to prison
because he told the cops it was
his drugs now that real. He spent
so many years in jail and when
he finally got out he went right

“At Last” actress and Class of 1999 alumnus Melanie
McCullough happily accepts Mustang-wear gifts from the
students who attended the musical late last month. (Photo by
Lashawn Lewis)
to her and we saw the chemistry
between the two how much they
cared and loved each other he
stayed with her till her death in
January 2012.
The actors sung songs that
we knew and some we didn’t but
by the end of the night we knew
them all. The special part about
the tribute and when all five Ettas figured out why they all was
brought together to show that all
Etta went through made her who

she was a star and to show that
they all sung at last.
After the tribute, students
were able to meet the cast and
take pictures with them. Students
gave the special MP cast member, McCullough, a very special
gift of EMPEHI-wear after the
show to express how much we
appreciated her; we saw how she
loved what she was doing, and
how much she enjoyed doing the
theater.
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Music Department holds food drive featuring entertainment
By Dazesha Williams
and Deonte’ Taylor

T

Chorus director Gabrielyn Foster guides the Advanced Mixed Chorus during their performance at
last month’s Thanksgiving concert held in Blackwelder Hall. The event, which also featured music
by the concert and jazz bands, collected many non-perishable food items that were donated to
Maple/Morgan Park Community Food Pantry.

he Music Department
held a food drive at the
annual Thanksgiving concert in
early November in Blackwelder
Hall to raise food cans for Morgan
Park Church.
Featuring performances by
both the bands and choruses,
the event collected many nonperishable items, while those
in attendance were treated to
the smooth sounds the musical groups provided during the
November 5th show.
Guests donated more than a
hundred canned and non-perishable food items to be donated to
the Maple/Morgan Park Community Food Pantry, located in the
Morgan Park United Methodist
Church, 11030 S. Longwood Dr.

Over the years, the drive has
usually been a big success, and
the main reason for that is the
people that help get everything in
order and help with the concert.
Chorale director Gabrielyn
Foster is the main organizer of
the concert but was somewhat
disappointed by the diminished
interest this year.
“It wasn’t as successful as
previous years, but I hope it
benefited a lot of people,” Foster
said. “The church sent us a thank
you letter for our services, but I
think we could have gotten more
if we would’ve promoted more.
Ms. Nash did a great job with
getting the word out because
of her band students, and they

Please turn to page 5 for

MUSICAL FOOD
DRIVE

COSTLY ALARMS
continued from page 3

two of the crimes. And of those
students, the administration has
enforced the maximum penalties as offered in Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) Student Code of
Conduct (SCC), according to Assistant Principal Edward Rosa.
“There is a $500 fine [levied]
by the city, a five-day suspension,
referred for expulsion, and handcuffed and arrested,” Rosa said.
A lot of people also want to
know if this $500 fine is coming
from our budget. And if so, how
much money are we losing and
what else could this money have
been used for.
“It comes out of our budget,
out of our funding, and Dr. Epps
[the principal] has to find some
sort of funding in the building to
pay for that,” Rosa said. “Sadly
enough, that money could be
used for a lot of other things,
such as sports, extracurricular
activities, tutoring, materials,
teachers, drivers ed, etcetera.”
But that’s not the only cost
the school suffers. In an attempt
to thwart more alarms, a number
of new and expensive cameras
have been added to the existing
surveillance network in undisclosed locations in the building; school officials declined to
identify precisely how many were
added.
Closed circuit television
(CCTV) cameras were first installed at Morgan Park in October
2006, shortly after another series
of false fire alarms (see “False
alarms haunt schools”).
Later, in 2012, the installation
of new, high-definition security
cameras in 14 Chicago public
schools (including MP) was completed at a cost of $6.8 million.
Faculty members, particularly
those whose classes were most
affected by the disruptions--usually seventh and eighth period--are
concerned over the instructional
time that has been lost.
“I have an eighth period class
that might fail the [Advanced
Placement] exam because I have
lesson plans that we haven’t gone
over,” social sciences teacher
Alvin James said.
Some teachers feel that the
reduced security force is the
reason for the actions of these
students, particularly after the
past couple of years of CPS

Newly-posted signs on the many fire alarm cases scattered
around the building warn of the consequences for those who
falsely activate them, as well as the negative impact that many
can be forced to suffer.
budget cuts have forced schools,
including Morgan Park, to reduce
their staff. These faculty members
feel that security needs to tighten
up the pressure surrounding the
fore alarms.
“The staff seems very alert
and aware of the problems,

however there seems to be
some voids where the fire alarms
are,” art teacher Mary Breu said.
“People need to watch them. The
‘white coats’ and ‘red coats’ from
downtown [are] here [and] congregating in the same area and
we have a fire alarm anyways.”

Most recently, CPS has sent
out multiple Special Event Security Officers, also known as white
and red jackets. The Board temporarily provides the white jackets
free of charge, while the school
has to pay for those in red.
They are an on-wheel security
service, which means they don’t
have one particular stationary
area. They travel around the city
wherever the Board of Education
needs them to be.
With that being said, the
Board is aware of the problem regarding the fire alarms and have
sent them to our school to help it
become more secure.
“The Board needs us because [some students] have been
pulling the fire alarms frequently,”
said Uriah Ware, Special Events
Security Officer. “It’s all mental
with us being here, though. Some
[students at some] schools want
to pull [alarms] more because of
our presence, and some may see
us and stop. [MP] is not a bad
school, so I feel our presence
is making a big impact on the

problem, even though it has been
pulled two times with us here.”
The administration is also
depending upon the upperclassmen, particularly the Senior Class,
to play their part as far as serving
as role models.
“It is up to the seniors to take
control of the school,” Rosa said.
“They need to step up and lead by
example. Everyone that was caught
for pulling the fire alarm were freshmen. So seniors, show them that it’s
time to stop playing around.”
These same upperclassmen
are also fed up with this distraction. With their high school
careers rapidly coming to an end,
they are searching for as much
educational time possible. This
disturbance of peace can take
up 15 – 30 minutes of instruction
time for students and teaching
time for teachers.
“These incidents have distracted me because they have taken
away from my educational time
when I could be learning,” senior
Lashawn Lewis said, “but instead I
am outside in the cold freezing!”

False alarms historically haunt schools, MP
F
alse alarms, sadly,
are nothing new at
MP, as well as other schools in
CPS. According to an August
2006 story published in the
Chicago Sun-Times, there

“

was a surge in fire alarms in public
high schools, rising 25 percent in
the 2005-2006 school year.
In that story, entitled “Cause
for alarm,” two schools were the
focus of the alarm rash: Chicago

&

Vocational Career Academy
(CVCA), which had 41 alarms that
year; and Fenger Academy, which
had 26. At least 185 fire alarms
went off at 45 of the city’s 80
public high school buildings dur-

Then Now

If a student
pulls an alarm,
that student can
and should be expelled.’’
--CPS CEO Arne Duncan
(2006)

“

The need to rethink and redesign
school discipline practices is frankly long
overdue.”
--US Education Secretary
Arne Duncan (2014)

ing that school year, triggering
mandatory evacuations.
Three other schools were
mentioned in the article: Clemente, Tilden and Morgan Park.
But back then, the alarms
were not simply pulled as a
problematic prank, but something more sinister: an opportunity for violence. In fact,
according to a Beverly Review
story at the time, nine students
were arrested; one for criminal
damage to property and eight
for disorderly conduct.
MP’s then-Principal Beryl
Shingles said the school had
eight alarms, but got them
under control after teachers
agreed to stand in the halls
near fire alarms during passing
periods, among other mea-

Please turn to page 5 for
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MUSICAL FOOD DRIVE
continued from page 4

made posters that went in the
lot,” Hoover said. “It makes me
food and only a tiny portion of
lunchroom.”
feel good to help people out that
expired food.”
Seniors, including Raynard
are less fortunate. The food drive
The Maple/Morgan Park
Parham and De’Quan Hoover,
made enough food to feed like
Community Food Pantry serves
worked at sorting the items the
50 families; I think that’s a huge
between 300 and
day after the concert. These stusuccess because it was a lot of
350 families a month
dents helped to sort
-- approxithe spoiled or outmately
of-date items from
the good ones and
Band and Chorale
helped load them for
the church.
“I’m happy to
have been a part of
this because it was a
good thing,” Parham
said. “I think it was a
At right and below: The Girls Chorus and the
success because a lot
Concert Band perform on stage in Blackwelder Hall,
of people donated,
decorated with the many non-perishable items collected
but there was a lot of
as the admittance fee, during the Thanksgiving concert.
expired food that we
(Photos by Brandon Black)
had to throw away. One
can said it expired in
the ‘80s.”
The people that
the church gives the
food to are people
in need and the food
drive makes a big impact. Hoover is proud
to have been a part
of the drive this year
and she hopes that she
made an impact on
someone’s thanksgiving.
“I think that it
possibly made a lot of
families really happy
and benefited them a

850 to 1,000 persons, including
senior citizens, according to a
story about the pantry published
in an online version of The Villager.
The band director was
pleased to know that the Music Department’s efforts were
appreciated by those in need,

but disappointed by the selfish
behavior of some in attendance
of the show.
“The man who picked up
the cans sent a handwritten note
saying that what we did make a
huge impact and gave thanks on
behalf of the families,” Nash said.
“I think we made a big impact
because everybody wants good
food for the holiday season, and
the food drive provided that.
Only thing is, I didn’t like how audience members [students] tried
to steal food from off the stage
during the [intermissions].”
The president of the pantry’s
Board of Directors, Matthew Taylor, wrote a handwritten letter to
Foster, Nash, and all who helped
with the food drive.
“Thank you for thinking of
the people in need that we minister to,” Taylor wrote. “Thank you
and Happy Thanksgiving.”
The pantry is currently collecting for the annual Holiday
Turkey Fund, according to The
Villager story. For each donation of $15, the pantry is able
to purchase a turkey and other
holiday fixings to include with
Thanksgiving and Christmas food
distributions.
For information on donating to the Holiday Turkey Fund
and volunteering, call the pantry,
773-239-3013. The pantry is
open on Tuesdays and Fridays, 1
to 2:30 p.m.

local school council. Thirty police
cars were called to school to calm
what was the “near-riot.”
In reaction to the firing, the
Tribune reported that “Two Chicago police officers testified...that
hundreds of Morgan Park High
School students pelted them with
rocks and bottles, jumped up and

down on squad cars and chanted
obscenities in a near-riot at the
school in March.”
The testimony came on the
second day of a trial in Cook
County Juvenile Court for seven
MP students-five boys and two
girls-charged with mob action,
the Trib story recounted.

Thanksgiving Concert

CPS CURBS EXPULSIONS
continued from page 4

sures at the time.
“Officials also slathered fluorescent dye on alarms, put covers
that trigger an additional buzzer
over alarms and posted signs
offering rewards as well as $500
fines,” the 2006 story explains.
It was also at that time that
CPS reacted by funding the installation of expensive closed circuit
television (CCTV) camera networks at many of the high schools
that were seeing an uptick in
alarms, including MP.
Interestingly, as part of what
was called a “new crackdown,”
then-CPS CEO Arne Duncan said,
principals will be encouraged to
use expulsion more to deter false
alarms.
“If a student pulls an alarm,
that student can and should be
expelled,’’ Duncan said, according to the story. “This is something that has not been dealt
with severely enough, and going
forward, it will be.’’

CPS reduces punishment
for disciplinary infractions
However, since that time, expulsion appears to be a little-used
tool enforced by CPS officials,
especially after the district was
embarrassed by a study that revealed CPS had one of the widest
gaps in suspension rates between
black and white students.
The study, published by The
Center for Civil Rights Remedies
at UCLA, showed that one of
every four African-American
public school students in Illinois
was suspended at least once for
disciplinary reasons during the
2009-10 school year.
Since then, CPS has made a
concerted effort to reduce “zerotolerance” discipline policies. A
revised student code of conduct

put in place in 2012 eliminated
out-of-school suspensions for all
but the most serious infractions
and also did away with mandatory
10-day suspensions.
National guidelines for
student discipline released by
President Barack Obama’s administration last January criticized
zero-tolerance policies.
Ironically, Duncan, now the
president’s education secretary,
has since changed his mind on
what he was encouraging eight
years ago.
“The need to rethink and redesign school discipline practices
is frankly long overdue,” Education Secretary Duncan said at a
press conference to unveil the
administration’s new education
policy.

Charters use expulsion far
more than public schools
Today, it appears that just as
suspensions are on the decline,
so are expulsions--at least at public schools, but not at the often
highly-touted charter schools.
In a Chicago Tribune story
published last February, their
investigation showed that charter
schools used expulsion dramatically more than district-run
schools.
“The data reveal that during the last school year [20122013], 307 students were kicked
out of charter schools, which
have a total enrollment of about
50,000,” the article explains.
“In district-run schools, there
were 182 kids expelled out of
a student body of more than
353,000. That means charters
expelled 61 of every 10,000
students while the district-run
schools expelled just 5 of every
10,000 students.”

An infamous day for MP
If you think the recent spat of
alarms are bad, think again. Back
in March 1990, the school made
news--bad news, that is.
Violence erupted after
students protested the firing of
the school principal, Dr. Walter
Pilditch, by the recently elected

REASON FOR ALARM
continued from page 3

them out,” she said, “and that
in the whole scheme of things,
from their perspective, these
are not serious issues. Even if
[the state’s attorney] brought
the case before a judge, they
would lose the case because
the judge, most likely, would
throw the case out.”
Others, including Winston,
see this as a serious problem.
“I think administration has
done everything they could
do,” the English teacher said.
“The problem is that there are
not consequences because the
state attorneys are no longer
prosecuting and are throwing
[the charges] out, so the kids
get arrested, but they don’t get
charged with anything. Then,
when these false fire alarms are
pulled, the students pop firecrackers that startle others and
think they are gunshots which
can cause a bigger situation because they all think it’s a joke.”
Being that most of the
crimes have been perpetrated
by underclassmen, particularly
freshmen, the administration
has focused their efforts on
that class, trying to get them
to raise their understanding
that these “pranks” can have

Chicago Fire Department
officials speak to the
Freshman Class in
Blackwelder Hall last month
during a special assembly to
explain the serious nature of
the false alarms. (Photo by
Timia Strickland)
serious repercussions.
“We had a fire chief and
a fire lieutenant from the fire
department come give a presentation in the auditorium to our
freshman class,” Rosa said.
One of the presenters told a
tragic story of a fire truck that was
racing to a false alarm at another
high school, accidentally hit a car,
killing the driver. He added that
the person who pulled the alarm
would be charged with murder,

because he/she caused the
emergency vehicle to be called,
leading to the deadly crash.
Other preventative measures that have been taken
includes having teachers and staff
members, JROTC members, and
Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
security team personnel supplementing the existing security
members employed at the school
in standing guard by various
wall-mounted alarms. Also, more
surveillance cameras have been
installed in undisclosed locations.
But much of this comes at
a cost of time and money. In
fact, while the security members who wear the white CPS
jackets are provided by the
school board, MP has to use
school funds to pay for those
who wear the red jackets.
“We just hired three to
four ‘red jackets.’” Rosa said. “I
also put warning labels on the
fire alarms so that if a student
is thinking about pulling it, that
they would know the consequences and maybe rethink
their actions. We’ve also relocated cameras. We also have
had volunteers from the Main
Office and the counselors that
are greatly appreciated.”
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Many look forward
to holiday meals
By Brittani Shade

I

t’s the holiday season, and that
means super store sales, breaks from
school, and, of
course, the best
darn food your
mom, dad, aunt,
grand mom, or
granddad has ever
cooked!
Holiday spirit
starts with food
and decorations,
but being around
family and friends
is an even more
important part of
the holiday spirit.
They provide
warmth for the
cold season.
“I think
spending time
with my family and
close friends is
what I always look
forward to during
the holidays,”
senior Patrice
Whittier said. “It’s really important to me to
spend quality time with the ones you love.”
We all care for the people we love and
will do anything to keep them happy. However, when it comes to cooking, most of us
have those family members that just aren’t
cut out to be the family’s designated chef
for the holiday season. Not all foods are
made with love and affection even though
this season calls for both.
“My mom, dad, and brother are
natural cooks,” senior Stephen Green said.
“But me, personally, I’m the type to make
hot dogs and noodles, put some parsley on top, and call it my special holiday
surprise.”
Stories of desert-dry turkey, disgustingly chewy and nutty fruit cake, foreign
parts of common animals that we eat but
shouldn’t be eaten, a much too-meaty
meat pie, and other unappealing cuisines
are told around this time of the season.
“I don’t think any holiday food is bad,”
senior Joshua Richards said. “I really like all
foods that are made for the holidays.”
These “tall food tales” come to be
true for majority of the people who aren’t
cooking savvy, but people believe the opposite just because of the time of year and
how well their family prepares their dish.

“The absolute worst holiday food is
baked mac and cheese,” Whittier said with
a hilariously tragic look on her face. “But
the best foods are warm and juicy turkey,
ham, sweet corn
bread, and stuffing
that will stuff you
up.”
You can
expect to gain a
good three to five
pounds just from a
day of pigging out
on those delicious
meals. In fact, you
could probably
gain more just from
eating the leftovers
for about two
weeks.
“For the
past several years
around this time,
I can tell you
that I’ve had the
same meal almost
every day for three
weeks,” senior Willie Price said. “It’s
good at first, but
after eating it for so long it gets gross.”
As far as the meals go, desserts complete the whole thing. The scent of freshly
baked goods fill the room with an indescribable mouth-watering sweetness that
makes you want to go back for a third and
fourth plate.
“My favorite dessert is banana pudding,” sophomore Brittany Duckett said.
“The banana pudding is always so thick
and rich. The Nilla Wafers make it even
better.
Pies have always been a holiday favorite whether it be a fruit and nut pie or a
“secret family recipe” pie.
“I love my mom’s sweet potato pie
better than anyone else’s, “junior Miles
Bradley said.
The holiday season is the right time to
make a smorgasbord of food to feed the
whole family and satisfy their more than
hungry needs. It’s also the right time to be
around the ones you love and enjoy those
special moments that you’ll reminisce
about years later.
“I love this time of year simply because I’m eating good food and around my
family,” senior Samaiya Baker said. “Food
is always and will always be a major part of
the holidays.”

It must be near the

Money rules holiday wish
By Braylyn Brown

M

ost high school students have surpassed the
time of wanting to play with cute dolls and minimonster trucks for Christmas, trading up for the hottest
fashions, newest electronics, or just cold, hard cash.
In fact, the most requested item on holiday wish lists
is gift cards, and have been so for the past eight straight
years, according to the National Retail Federation. According to the survey, 62 percent say they’d most like to receive
a gift card, followed by clothing (52.5 percent), books,
CDs, DVDs or video games (43.1 percent), and electronics
(34.6 percent). One-quarter (24.8 percent) say they’d like to
receive jewelry, up from 23.3 percent last year.
But what appears to be students’ top choice among
electronics, clothing/beauty products, or cash/gift cards?
Surprisingly, many opt for fresh styles.
“I like getting clothes and Bath and Body Works
perfumes,” senior Chardae Capler said. “I don’t get to
go shopping as much as I’d like to, so getting clothes for
Christmas helps.”

But besides smelling like Sw
cardigan, students mainly enjoy
“I’d want electronics more,
said.” I like to stay up to date w
electric run of gifts I’ve gotten f
was 4-years-old with an Easy Ba
new Apple Products. ”
Even though it’s not the mos
some teens would rather just get
“Money is a better gift to m
member aren’t with the modern
ics, and they may get me some
or will use,” senior Deonte Tayl
can just go out and buy what I r
All the choices are accepta
one takes the Christmas spirit to
popular choice among those I s
“Clothing shows the most e
other choices, there’s no thought
“The any new electronic is attrac
with money or a gift card just like

As teens age, interest in expensive gifts grows
By Briana Minued
and Jazmine Bates

N

o more cute dolls, toy trucks, or
coloring books. You’re all grown up and
it’s time for the big-kid gifts.
Christmas is on its way; December 25 really
is, let’s not forget, a religious holiday. But let’s be
honest; it’s all about the gifts.
How much will people spend this holiday
season? More than they have recently, according
to a recent survey.
According to the National Retail Federation’s
Holiday Consumer Spending Survey, gift recipients
are in for a real treat this holiday season. NRF’s
survey, conducted by Prosper Insights & Analytics,
found the average person celebrating Christmas,
Kwanzaa and/or Hanukkah will spend $804.42, up
nearly 5 percent over last year’s actual $767.27.
The survey found consumers will spend an average of $459.87 on gifts for their family, up 6.5 per-

cent from $432 last year, and $80 on gifts for friends,
up from $75 last year. Those celebrating the holidays
will also spend more on gifts for their co-workers
($26.23 vs. $24.52 in 2013), and others like their
babysitter and even their pets ($30.43 vs. $26.65).
So what’s on your Christmas list? Top brands
that include Apple, Samsung, Nike Jordan’s, and
Sony PlayStation, come out with the newest musthaves pretty much every year.
Jordans infamous weekly drop offers much
sought-after kicks: the Retro 13 - Black/Gym Red
(that drops December 15) and the Retro 11 - W/
Legend Blue (drops on December 20). You might
as well get in line now if you hope to snag a pair.
Christmas would be the perfect time to cop the
iPhone 6/ iPhone 6 Plus, if you didn’t on the October
release date. Apple’s iPad Air 2 would also be a great
addition for the seniors heading to college in the fall.
It’s also common that money or gift cards are
just what teens need now.
“I never ask for gifts, I just ask for money,”

junior Raven Smith said.
Money might be the new best gift under the
tree.
“I prefer money because I could use that
money to buy everything I want,” senior Andrea
Davis said.
Most people use cash to get their Christmas
gifts early on this past Black Friday. Teens are
growing out of the element of surprise, but not
everyone prefers it this way.
“I’m not going [to Black Friday]; it’s just too
much commotion,” senior Anfernee Robinson said.
Parents might be just as lazy to scramble for
your gifts.
“I’d rather my parents did all that for me,”
Robinson said.
Some upperclassmen have really big dreams
when it comes to what they’d really like to see
under the tree, although it probably wouldn’t fit.
“I really don’t want anything, but a car would
be nice” junior Darien Campbell said.

We really can’t determin
have gift for teenagers becau
get older Christmas feels a li
gifts. You can never go wron
Christmas. Girls are usually s
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Black Friday sales
creep into Thanksgiving
By Alexis Lowery
and Kennedy Wash

h lists, retail survey says
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kids.

what you want nor care to look for what you want, so I’m going to give you some money you can get what you’d like.’”
Even though many say they want clothing as their top gift,
apparel is also the most likely to be returned. A poll conducted
in 2011 by MarketTools found that clothes and shoes will make
up an expected 62 percent of all returns after the holiday.
Senior Jazmine Bates said that if you take the time out
to pick out an outfit that a teen will like shows “dedication
and effort put forth the spirit to study their style,” adding
that she thinks that will impress a teenage more than a
chunk of change or new headphones.
Although all three choices were praised by students,
some didn’t believe there was a true winner of the most
Christmas spirit put forth, being that anything wanted can
bring out the spirit.
“I think that really gets the spirit of the gift-giving
process is anything the person that’s getting the present
wanted the most,” Taylor said. “It can go from just company of someone they love, to a material gift they’ve had
their eye on, or just taking the time out to remember those
little things honestly shows the Christmas spirit.”

By Dwaine Marshall
and Casey Smith

Holiday memories
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here is one day every year when
the malls are packed, because
there are big sales every where in stores
the sales are so big to the point people
camp outside the store so they are the
first to get in store.
Typically, wild-eyed shoppers get run
over, throw elbows, and even fight to save
a few bucks on their Christmas gift list
when they head out in the middle of the
night for Black Friday sales the day after
Thanksgiving.
In fact, nine people have died since
2006, and another 96 have reported injuries, in relation to Black Friday shopping,
according to the morbidly-titled blackfridaydeathcount.com.
Yay! No deaths were reported this
year--unless you count the murdersuicide on Friday at the Nordstrom’s
downtown.
But in the never-ending pursuit of
the all-mighty dollar, retailers have finally
breached the once sacred Thanksgiving
Day holiday, opening stores with hot
deals on--gasp--Thursday, and even earlier! Wal-Mart opened its doors at 8 a.m.
on Nov. 21 to begin limited Black Friday
deals--a full week before the day after
Thanksgiving, according to Consumer
Reports.
People wait all year for these sales
which are practically at every store, so
when this time comes it gets serious.
These deals only come around once a
year so you better be prepared for war.
Projections for 2014 Thanksgiving
Weekend shopping are down slightly from
last year, when 140.3 million people were
expected to turn out, according to the
National Retail Federation (NRF). About
92 million shoppers turned out on Black
Friday alone in 2013.
Thanksgiving supposed to be a day
to spend with family, eat a big dinner, and
relax, but with the new “Black Thursday”
going on, shoppers might be out camping
waiting for there favorite stores to open.
“I’m going shopping on Thursday,”
said Toya Morris, sophomore. “Of course,
I’m going to eat first, but if I wait on the
next day, all the good stuff is going to be
gone. I don’t know what time they actually
open, but I need to be there to get all the

good stuff.”
Stores like Toys “R” Us, Best Buy, and
Macy’s welcomed shoppers on Thanksgiving between 5 p.m. and 6 p.m. However,
some retailers still respected the holiday
and stayed closed: Home Depot, Costco,
Marshalls, Barnes & Noble, Nordstrom,
REI, Sam’s Club, Lowe’s, Petco, GameStop, and a few others.
The wait outside the stores are usually
hectic, and when the doors open, people
are real thirsty to get in.
Once an employee was trampled to
death by a crowd to get in Best Buy. And
there are always reporters of frantic shoppers who are maced, pushed, tripped, and
elbowed, because these shoppers are so
eager to get in the stores participating in
the huge sales.
“I was waiting in line for Best Buy to
open, and a man came and put a sign that
said ‘five minutes until open’ on it, and
everybody started to get out of their cars
and when the doors opened it was like a
stampede,” said Makela Vaughn, a senior.
It isn’t only chaotic for the shoppers, the employees have a very busy
and stressful day. Stores such as Target,
Wal-Mart, K-Mart, Burlington, and others
hired 768,000 temporary workers for the
holiday.
“I was working at Subway on Black
Friday, I worked inside of the Wal-Mart,”
said Jalisa Mathis, a senior, “so I saw
everything. There wasn’t enough security,
so this man, he took two 70-inch TVs and
walked right out the door. People were
fighting over X-Box 360s, and they weren’t
even the right price.”
The malls were far more chaotic than
anything with more than triple the number
of people in the mall than on a regular
day, and the shoppers-to-security ratio
was nowhere near close--you see some
crazy things.
“I saw a big brawl break out at
Aurora over clothes,” said Byron Patterson, a Morgan Park alum. “Two girls
started fighting each other over a shirt
that cost like $7, and I guess that got
everybody else amped up because like
five more fights broke out. It was like a
five-minute fight, too; security wasn’t
anywhere to be found and everybody
else was either recording or not paying
attention.”
So yeah, like Merry Christmas, or
something.

Williams: It was my best Christmas memory because I told my grandmother I like to
skate, and Santa got me a pair of skates.

Keith Majeske (teacher): My best Christmas memory was when I got my first Big
Wheel.

S&M: Is this a memory you wish to cherish?
Williams: Yes, because now I can’t go a
day without going skating or going to the
skating rink.

S&M: Why was this your best Christmas
memory?
Majeske: It the best Christmas memory
because that thing was awesome.
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S&M: What was your best Christmas memory?
Deonte Taylor (senior): My best Christmas
memory was the year my mother let me open
up a gift before Christmas, Christmas Eve.
S&M: Why was it your best Christmas memory?
Taylor: Because it was the first time we started
that tradition, which is now a every-year tradition, and I got a lot of presents. I can only pick
one that day and there were a lot of gifts and it
was a really good gift that I picked out.
S&M: How does this memory make you feel
about Christmas?
Taylor: It gets me excited and in a good mood.
S&M: What was your best Christmas memory?
Dazesha Williams (senior): My best Christmas
was when I got some skates and I really like
skating, so I was happy for that.
S&M: Why was it your best Christmas memory?

S&M: Do you have more than one Christmas memory?
Williams: When I was about 15, my dad
had sent me two heart jewelry boxes; one
was big the other was small, and I had my
name in the middle of them.
S&M: How does this memory make you
feel about Christmas?
Williams: It makes me feel happy and
joyful and that I’m thankful for everything
and anything.
S&M: What is you best Christmas Memory?

S&M: Is that a memory you wish to cherish?
Majeske: Yes, because it was a great toy,
it had a great big front wheel, it could do
spin-outs--it was my first vehicle.
S&M: Do you have more than one best
Christmas memory?
Majeske: I can’t say I’ve had a bad one.
S&M: How does this memory make you
feel about Christmas?
Majeske: I had great experiences with
Christmas, so I always look forward to that
holiday so I can visit with relatives who I
rarely get to see.
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Student food sales at odds with school policy
By Jada Campbell
and Raven Smith

A teacher
you should
know

D

Dr. Deborah Hawes

By Paul Gilbert II

F

ew teachers go above and beyond the call of duty, and
even fewer do so by having the dual responsibility of
being a teacher and service learning coach, but Dr. Deborah
Hawes does it all.
At an age where most people would be dialing back on
their workload, Dr. Hawes marches on with her constant ripping
and running, helping those who need her assistance.
Senior Kristina Echols goes as far to say,“Dr. Hawes is like a
mother to me.” Who else would go out on a weekend to “watch
a bunch of teens out-of-state” while sick with bronchitis?
Hawes, who arrived at Morgan Park in 2007, is invested
in working to make things better rather than merely complain
about problems like so many people do.
“I can’t remember the exact year of the quote by [political
activist] Eldridge Cleaver, ‘If you are not part of the solution,
then you are part of the problem,’ but I grew up in a home
where my parents subscribed to the sentiment expressed by
that quote,” she said. “It is usually easier to identify a community problem and complain about the status of things. It takes
another type of person to take the next step and focus upon
finding viable solutions. I identify with the later group! I want to
be part of the solution!”
The service learning provider puts in a much longer day
than what many mistakenly believe teachers typically work.
“There is no average work day!” Hawes said. “Busy, busy
and busy! I am actually only in the Service Learning Office one
period a day. I have five classes and a caseload. My day usually starts at about 6:30 a.m. with data entry a filing of service
hours documents and responding to emails from parents and
students. Communication is essential and I spend quite a bit of
time on the phone and corresponding with community agencies

Please turn to page 9 for TEACHER

YOU
SHOULD KNOW

espite the clearly
defined rules
prohibiting the sale of food or
drink in school, some students are
entering the business of selling
junk food, generally claiming
that they simply need the money
that they profit from the policybreaking entrepreneurship.
“I started selling food because I have a lot of debt that I
owe to the school, and to have a
little extra spending money in my
pockets,” one 18-year-old male
senior said, who wished to remain
anonymous.
School administrators do
not think that debt should be an
excuse to sell for one’s self.
“I think our students need
to prioritize how they are spending the money that they already
have, instead of spending it
recklessly on materialistic things,”
Assistant Principal Edward Rosa
said. “At Morgan Park, we do not
require students to pay a school
tuition or wear uniforms, so some
students feel the need to spend
their money buying designer
clothes, such as expensive belts.
If students started dressing more
humbly, then maybe they would
have more money to take care of
their priorities.”
The 2014-2015 Morgan
Park High School Student and
Parent Handbook spells out the
policy in bold and all-caps under
“Lunchroom Procedures”: FOOD
CANNOT BE DELIVERED TO THE
SCHOOL FROM RESTAURANTS/
HOME DURING SCHOOL LUNCH
PERIODS. CAKES/CUPCAKES,
ETC. ARE NOT TO BE BROUGHT
TO SCHOOL. ALL FOOD PRODUCTS WILL BE CONFISCATED
AND DISPOSED OF.

CIRCUS TRIP
continued from page 1

theme of the circus, held at at
the United Center, was “Legend,” which included many
performing animals that the
students’ science project topics

were based upon.
In additional to the flying
traipse artists, feats of strength,
and various performing circus
animals, a few “creatures of the

Circus elephants parade on stage at the Ringling Bros.
performance which students attended last month. (Photo by
Shaquira Williams)

past” were introduced, including
a fictional unicorn, a Pegasus, and
a woolly mammoth.
The circus trip served as an
educational event because the
students were interested in seeing and learning more about the
animals they had been studying.
“The trip was planned because the students had projects
in their biology class that was
based on some of the animals
that were featured in the circus,” Causey said. “In addition
to that, the kids needed some
community-based experience, so
the circus was the perfect trip for
them.”
The students don’t often get
to participate in other field trips,
so when the opportunity is given
they typically take the offer.
“We’re trying to make this
an annual trip where the students
get to go out and participate in
the community,” Pollard said.
“We’ve been to the Soul Circus
before, but that was two years
ago.”
The students, as well as the
teachers, really enjoyed themselves.
“My favorite part of the
circus was the fire,” Causey said.
“The stunts performed by the
fire-eaters were awesome. I also
enjoyed watching the kids’ faces
light up with excitement.”

Ironically, one WikiHow page offers a 12-step plan on how
students can sell items in schools, but doesn’t a step that gets a
school’s approval. (Source: WikiHow.com)
The Chicago Public Schools
(CPS) Student Code of Conduct
(SCC) offers no specific rules
regarding food, only that one
Group 2 violation: 2-5 Failing to
abide by school rules and regulations not otherwise listed in the
SCC.
Ironically, despite many
school districts having rules
against such sales, at least one
website offers advice on how
students can be entrepreneurs at
their own school. WikiHow.com
provides a 12-step process in
“How to Make Money in School,”
for those who are “a teenager or
a child in school with no cash.”
In fact, Step 2 suggests that
such salespersons “Buy popular
stuff that other students at your
school like. Some things that
children might like include gum,
cookies, and brownies.”
There are a variety of reasons

that school officials have prohibiting the sale of food by students.
Those who purchase food or drink
items are engaging in something
of a leap of faith that what they
buy is actually safe to eat.
“I do not agree with the renegade selling of food for personal
reasons--it can be very hazardous,” Rosa said.
Unfortunately, the hazard can
be very real, especially for those
who have severe peanut allergies. A 16-year-old Milwaukee
boy died on this past Thanksgiving Day from complications of a
brain injury caused by an allergic
reaction to eating a peanut butter
cookie on Oct. 15, according to
news reports. He was at a friend’s
house in Milwaukee on Oct. 15
when he started eating a cookie

Please turn to page 9 for
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Tours give college-bound
help in choosing next school
By Stephen Green

C

ollege is right
around the corner
for the Class of 2015, and
visiting colleges to find out if
the college of your choice is
right for you is one of the most
important
things to
do before
making
your final
choice.
PostSecondary College and
Career
Coach
Nicole
Brown is
the main
source to
find out
about upcoming college tours.
“It’s a nice opportunity to
help students from a different perspective,” said Brown,
a former math teacher who
was appointed to the revived
position.
Choosing the right school

right from the beginning is important, but one recent study
suggests that a large number
of college students don’t settle
on just one for their post-secondary career.
In fact, about 1 in 3
students who enroll in either a
four-year
or twoyear college will
probably
transfer
at some
point, according to
a report
issued
in 2010
by the
National
Association for
College
Admission Counseling.
One of the college tours
that happened so far was for
Grand Valley State University.
This is a public liberal arts

About 1 in 3 students who enroll in
either a four-year
or two-year college
will probably transfer at some point.
--National Association for
College Admission
Counseling (2010)

Please turn to page 10 for
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Many have strong feelings on Ferguson shooting, jury verdict
By Devonte’ West

M

ichael Brown, an
18-year-old African
American man, was shot and
killed by police officer Darren
Wilson, a Caucasian officer the
St. Louis suburb of Ferguson. The
shooting on August 9, 2014, and
last week’s St. Louis County grand
jury decision that the officer will
not face charges for the fatally
shooting, has created a strong
reaction in the African American
community due to what many
believe is racial discrimination.
According to news reports,
surveillance camera footage
shows Brown and a friend entering an local convenience store,
robbing the store for a box of
cigarillos. Minutes later, witnesses
say Brown and his friend were approached by Officer Wilson, who

speaks through the car window
and instructs Brown and his friend
to move to the sidewalk. An
altercation was reported between
Wilson and Brown.
Brown, standing at the window of the car, allegedly attempted to reach for the officer’s gun.
Reports recount Wilson then fired
his weapon at Brown, but missed
the victim. Witness accounts vary
on what happened next, but,
eventually, Wilson again fired on
Brown, mortally wounding him.
Students are upset over what
happened that August day.
“Michael Brown didn’t deserve to die,”senior Monia Robinson said. ”I don’t understand why
the officer didn’t wait for back up
since he was scared, according to
his testimony.”
The case initially went to
trial having a grand jury of nine

whites, and three blacks. The
grand jury issued their decision
on November 24 not to indict Officer Wilson for firing six shots in
the August confrontation.
After the verdict was announced, violence erupted in Ferguson, with many local business
looted and burned in protest,
suggesting they believe justice
was not served.
Here, some are torn by the
controversial decision.
“I can’t discuss the verdict!”
music instructor Gabrielyn Foster
said. “It’s going to take a while
for me to get over this tragedy.
Evidence clearly shows [Michael
Brown] wasn’t innocent, but neither was Officer Wilson.”
With this latest incident, many
are questioning why law enforcement officials rarely are held accountable for using deadly force.

In fact, nearly a year ago,
a February USA Today story explored the issue in “What happens
when officers use deadly force?”
The reporter’s findings? Usually, not much.
“No one regularly chronicles
the use of police force, how many
people are killed in confrontations
with officers or how many officers
are prosecuted or convicted,”
Cincinnati Enquirer reporter Sheila McLaughlin summarized, according to her investigation which
was published in USA Today.
Then there is the issue of
race. According to a ProPublica
analysis of killings by police suggests that young black males are
at risk.
“The 1,217 deadly police
shootings from 2010 to 2012
captured in the federal data show
that blacks, age 15 to 19, were

killed at a rate of 31.17 per million,
while just 1.47 per million white
males in that age range died at
the hands of police,” the independent, non-profit newsroom stated
in their investigation, “Deadly
Force, in Black and White.”
Locally, dozens of activist
and protesters took a stand in
Chicago on November 28, 2014,
Black Friday, calling for a boycott to protest the decision of
the grand jury. Protesters were
described chanting “If we don’t
get no justice, then you don’t get
no profit.”
“I protested on Black Friday
with my siblings and my mom,”
senior, Lashawna White said.
“We believe police around the
world do not value citizens rights
anymore. Instead of Black Friday
it was Brown Friday for justice and
Mike Brown!”

dollars a week when business
is going well,” the anonymous
vendor said. “I think MP administration doesn’t want students to
sell food because they want to
keep all the business for themselves. They’re just being stingy
and don’t want anyone to share in
their wealth.”
He added that he’s doing it
because of the mounting expense
of school fees.
“I feel like we, as seniors,
have the highest fees for everything,” the anonymous student
said. Our homecoming ticket was
$25, activity fee $150, graduation fee $90, and prom tickets are
$100 each. Everyone is not rich
nowadays.”
Some sympathize with
students who sell because they
actually need the money, but not

in all cases.
“On average, we catch about
10 students per day trying to
sneak food to sell in the school,”
the anonymous security guard
said. “I have seen some students
who do it because they need the
money, and my heart goes out
to them, because you really want
everybody to be self-sufficient.
But then, you have the ones who
sell just for a little extra cash and
this is not the place to do that.”
The rebels who take the risk
of sneaking contraband into the
school also face the risk of being
served the consequences that
come along with it.
“The food we confiscate,
we immediately throw into the
garbage,” said one male security
guard who also preferred not to
be identified. “I think there are

always going to be kids who are
not going to abide by the rules,
even if we tell them it’s not safe.”
Not only is selling food in
school not safe, but it also serves
as a significant distraction to the
learning environment.
“Instead of spending school
hours sneaking around to sell
food, that time can be spent on
concentrating to put more of an
effort to schoolwork, which will
eventually pay off for college,”
Rosa said.
Student buyers feel that their
peers selling food is very convenient.
“My friends sell snacks that I
enjoy,” junior Taylor Jackson said,
“and now I don’t have to wake
up earlier to go to store, because
I can buy food during my lunch
period.”

FORBIDDEN SALES
continued from page 8

he mistakenly thought was a
chocolate chip cookie.
Many adults agree with the
school policy on the selling of
food.
“I’m for the no-food selling
rules we have here at MP because
some students have allergies, and
it can be hazardous to peoples
health,” said female security
guard who prefers to be anonymous.
However, some claim that
buyers should shop at their own
risk.
“I get my products fresh
everyday,” the anonymous senior
said, “and I bring the same foods
all the time; if you have allergies,
you shouldn’t come to me.”
Students feel that the school
doesn’t want any nonacademic
organizations to sell because

they will not receive a profit from
them. For example, various sports
teams already sell candy bars,
the school-provided vending
machines offer chips and juices,
and other organizations sell nearly
everything between suckers and
cheesecakes.
However, all of these are
school-sponsored fundraisers,
of whom the sponsors have to
submit completed request forms
to the local school council for
advance approval.
Fundraisers are an important means for organizations and
teams to financially support themselves. Those students who sell
for themselves claim the purpose
of the school policy is primarily to
defend the potentially lucrative
profits of school groups.
“I make about $100 to $200

TEACHER YOU SHOULD KNOW
continued from page 8

and developing service experiences.”
Service learning, a mandatory
part of the high school experience, is something far too many
students take too lightly, as it has
real value, according to Hawes.
“The most important concept
is the realization that service
learning is not just volunteering any more,” she said. “It is
an instructional strategy which
connects the curriculum with the
community.”
She went on to explain the
different components and purpose of the program.
“All on-and-off campus
require pre-approval by a service
learning coach; pre-preparation
activities; action (direct/indirect
service) and post-reflection activities,” Hawes said. “Recent changes require that all students must
complete at least one classroombased /teacher led project as
part of the 40 hour requirement.
This approach allows for higher
quality experiences and a greater
alignment with the curriculum. It
is promotes global citizenship and
service beyond high school.
“Morgan Park is among a
small number of high schools,
which is fortunate enough to have
three coaches to guide students
through project selection: Ms.

Bedore works with seniors, and
Ms. Gipson and I work with freshmen, sophomores, and juniors.”
Those students who have
been fortunate enough to participate in the many service learning
activities coordinated by Hawes
are likely very aware of one particularly interesting experience:
CIMBY, or Calumet Is My Back
Yard.
“This service learning program represents the collaborative
efforts of BOLD – Chicago, the
Field Museum – Office of Environmental Science and Chicago
Public School’s Service Learning
Initiative to introduce students to
field experiences involved conservation and restoration practices in
natural settings,” she explained.
“This includes, but is not limited
to, manual abatement of invasive
plant species such as buckthorn
and garlic mustard. Additionally, students test water quality
samples for phosphorus, oxygen,
and nitrogen, explore biodiversity
and monitor population growth
over time after abatement of
selected plant species.”
Currently, the program is
funded by the Illinois Department
of Resources. Sixteen Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) and two
schools from Indiana receive
staff development, and financial

A representative of Sand Ridge Nature Center shows student volunteers Nigel Watkins, Kayla
Cruse, and Keenan Lee how to carefully invasive plants from native habitats last April during a
special field trip coordinated by science teacher Dr. Deborah Hawes.
support for continued program
development, implementation
and evaluation. Morgan Park
High School is currently the number one high school for CIMBY
involvement. Over 85 percent
of the service learning hours
completed by MPHS students are

earned through CIMBY related
activities.
It should come as no surprise
that Hawes really enjoys what she
does, and she finds it difficult to
identify a favorite memory.
“I have had many memorable experiences since becom-

ing involved in Service Learning,” she said. “Among the top
three projects were those with
residents in domestic violence
shelter, Kids Off the Block, and
the Immigration with Illinois Coalition of Immigrant and Refugee
Rights.”
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Girl Talk

By Lashawn Hamb

L

et’s talk Girl Code! As
the newest generation
of young women, we encounter
day-to-day subjects whether it’s
relationships or hygiene.
“Relationships in this generation are what I would call extremely overrated, loyalty doesn’t
exist anymore,” senior YataMek
Radcliffe said. “All boys want
from girls is intimacy and to play
mind-games.”
Many of the young women
in this generation are in relationships that aren’t really what they
think of it. Their boyfriends aren’t
as loyal as they seem to be and
young ladies are blinded by the
bug of words that their boyfriends
are putting in their ear.
Relationships are overrated
and social media doesn’t help.
Their definition of love is portrayed in such a way where young
women develop a fantasy on

SCHOOL NEWS
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some advice just for girls

relationships and what’s actually
contributed to them.
“Girls rely on young men to
provide everything when it comes
to materialistic matter and they
shouldn’t,” Radcliffe said. “A real
‘young lady’ will not inconvenience
a young man in such a way.”
Some of the relationships in
this generation are based on materialistic contribution from young
men. Ladies shouldn’t depend on
guys to be the only one in the relationship providing. In fact, at this
age, I believe that young people
shouldn’t be in relationships at all.
As teenagers our only focus
should our future and success,
but now a days little to no one
thinks this way and it should be
instilled into every young persons
head. You have to love yourself
enough to go about life this way.
“I strongly believe hygiene
should be the number one
concern when it comes to being
healthy and being in love with
your body,” senior Rachelle
Hampton said. “Hygiene is highly

important especially for young
women because we go through
so many changes.”
Personal hygiene include simple factors such as hand washing,
body odor, and personal hygiene
for women. As young ladies we
go through many changes when
it comes to hygiene and most of
the times we don’t really know
what’s going on.
“Keeping your hygiene up
to par is a part of self-respect and
if you don’t respect your body,
then who will,” said Kenya Hunter,
a senior at Wayland Academy in
Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. “My mom
always taught me to keep my
hygiene up and it’s something that
I’ve taken into my daily routine.”
Here are some tips and tricks
when it comes to hygiene.
Personal hygiene:
1) When it comes to your
monthly cycle; change tampons/pads and carry sanitary
napkins.
2) Use soaps, lotions, and
body butters that are coher-

continued from page 9

been on this year are Central
College, Coe College, Cornell
University, and Grinnell College,”
senior Ethan Dirksen said. “I liked
Grinnell the most. Their campus
was amazing.”
Central has great classes and
very nice tennis courts, compared
to Grinnell, Dirksen said.
“Coe and Cornell were okay,
but not as amazing as the other
two,” he said. “I didn’t really have
any interest in the schools that
the Morgan Park had tours for.”
Myles Walton, another senior,
also went on college tours that he
did without help from the school.
“The college visits I went to
were Grinnell College and Oberlin College,” he said. “Grinnell
was okay, but Oberlin had a tight
community and there was a lot of
support.”
Walton scheduled the college visits himself and was able to
not pay for a thing.
“Oberlin flew me from Chicago to there, and it was worth
it,” Walton said. “I really didn’t

have time to go on the trip to
Grand Valley because I was more
worried about getting applications done for other schools.”
There are also juniors who
have started on their college visits
so they can choose earlier rather
than wait until their senior year.
“The only college tour I been
to this year was the University
of Wisconsin-Stevens Point,”
said Briana Amerson, a junior. “It
was an amazing trip; the college
was huge, there was a variety of
diverse people, they offer a lot
of majors and minors, and living
there seems really fun.”
Amerson wanted to go on
the Grand Valley trip but wasn’t
able to.
“UW-Stevens Point really
tired me out,” she said. “It was a
whole three-day trip.”
Those interested in attending
future tours, or have questions
about college, are encouraged
to visit Ms. Brown in the PostSecondary Office located in the
rear of the library.

TAKING THE NEXT STEP
continued from page 12

unfinished business, and that’s
why I’m so ready for this upcoming track season.”
Coach Ryan Berba holds high
expectations for his team, saying
that they can really do it.
“Our team this year is very
talented, but also they are experienced,” Berba said. “We have a
team full of leaders. We have a lot
of seniors who have been running
since their freshman year.
But it’s not just the seniors
who are going to be important if
they take the step from second
place to first.
“Also, we have a lot of
returning juniors,” Berba said.
“Seeing how far we went last
season, I just know we can do
it again, because these guys
know what it takes to win. I know
they’re going to put in the work
and set great examples for the
younger guys.”

The team already has a
winning attitude, they are very
determined, and have their minds
and hearts set on nothing less
than first place.
“We’re winning city this
year,” senior 4x8 captain George
Palmer said. “Sure, it will be a
little tough to replace the talent
we had last year, but we still have
a lot of great talent here.”
It appears that they have
players from all levels, too.
“We’ve had freshmen win
races on the varsity level,” Palmer
said, “so I just feel like we deserve it especially after how last
year ended. We owe it those guys
and ourselves. It won’t be easy to
get it done, but I have faith in my
team, and we’ll make it happen,
no doubt.”
Junior Greg Howell is one
of the fastest on the team, running the 100 meter dash in 11.3

ent to your skin type, not just
because they smell good.
3) Keep floss and use it! Your
gums shouldn’t be bleeding
when you use it often.
4) Frequently shower and
wash between creases to prevent, ahem, feminine odor.
5) Do not wash your genital
area with soap it disturbs your
pH balance and will cause unwanted odor and eventually it
causes yeast infections.
6) Use a deodorant that
works the best for you.
7) Change your toothbrush
every few months; these
things aren’t made to last
forever!

Wash your hands after:
1) You eat (Gross Factor 1).
2) Use the restroom (Gross
Factor 5+).
3) Handle money (Gross Factor 3).
4) You’re around someone

who is sick or has a cold
(Gross Factor 5).

Appearance-based hygiene:
1) Take care of your hair by
washing it with a gentle hair
care product; Ammonium
lauryl sulfate, sodium laureth
sulfate. Look for a shampoo
that does not contain these
ingredients, as they are harsh
detergents.
2) Leave conditioner in longer; it goes a long way.
3) Keep your nails clean and/
or polished.
4) Wash your face everyday
with whatever works best for
you. Try Dove Beauty Bar
which has one-quarter moisturizing cream.
“Your odor somewhat defines
you,” senior Karrington Taylor
said. “No matter what you should
always take care of your body as
much as possible.”

Pom pon upset over season,
competition location changes

COLLEGE TOURS
university located in Allendale,
Michigan. The university was
established in 1960, and its main
campus is situated on 1,322 acres
approximately 12 miles west of
Grand Rapids.
“It was a nice school,” Brown
said. “I was actually sick during
the time, but I didn’t want to
disappoint the students that really
wanted to go.”
Students who went on the trip
also thought it was worthwhile.
“It was a fun experience,”
junior Linda Bennett said. “The
campus was okay, but it’s not really
the school I want to go to.”
Jessica Barber, another junior, had a similar opinion.
“The only thing I liked about
the school was the psychology
major,” she said. “It’s not the right
environment for me, but I would
recommend it to my friends if they
wanted to stay close to home.”
Some students took other
college tours not sponsored by
the school.
“The college tours I have

SPORTS

seconds, 200 meter dash (halfway
around the track) in 23 seconds
and the 400 meter dash (a full lap
around the track) in a very impressive 51 seconds, Howell is also
the CPS triple jump champion.
Though Howell is impressively talented, he still keeps the
same work ethic and determination.
“Just because I’m good
doesn’t mean I don’t work as
hard as everybody else,” Howell
said. “Our coaches wouldn’t even
allow me or anyone else on the
team to slack, not even a little
bit. That’s why I think we’ll go far
again this season.
“We all put in the same
amount of work and we motivate
each other. It doesn’t matter if
you’re the fastest or the slowest,
the coaches are going to be hard
on us and push us to be better
than we were yesterday.”

By Shaquira Williams
and Chardaé Capler

T

he defending city
championship girls
pom-pon team has faced
several challenges this school
year, some which brought
about anger with the team
and other students.
Chicago Public Schools
(CPS) Cheer and Dance
competition is usually held in
March at Chicago State University (CSU).
Unfortunately, it was recently moved up to December,
and the facility was changed to
the University of Chicago.
“Competition was moved
up and the season was cut
short due to CPS budget
cuts,” said pom pon coach
Darlene Pollard. “I do expect
that my girls will go out there
and do their best regardless of
their competition.”
The changes have left the
squad with a frustrated coach,
who is also a teacher, so not only
does she have her instructional
work ahead of her, she now has
a load of competition paperwork
on her plate as well.
Not only was the pom
team season reduced, but
they received news that “there
would be a venue change for
the competition due to a Morgan Park vs. Simeon basketball game that’s supposed to
be played the same day, and
now housed at Chicago State
University,” said coach Pollard.
“There was conflict in the
schedules, so the Cheer and
Pom competition was relocated to University of Chicago
on 55th and Ellis.”
The pom team has won
14 consecutive CPS city titles
and four state titles, so it’s not
surprising that the girls are
unhappy.
“I’m upset about the
changes from our season being
cut from year round to only

football and basketball season,” said junior co-captain of
the pom team, Diamonie McCrimmon. “It’s not fair that they
made the change during the
beginning of the school year.
[Also], our city competition
which is always in March was
moved up to December, which
means we don’t have a lot of
time to get things done.”
The basketball team has
been very supportive of the
pom team and actually agrees
that it appears that they’ve been
slighted by CPS sports officials.
“I don’t think that’s right
that the pom team has to get
kicked out of Chicago State
just for a basketball,” said
boys basketball head coach
Nick Irvin. “Besides, we’re not
even playing on the same day
as the competition anymore.”
Varsity basketball player
Jarrin Randall sympathizes,
too.
“[The Simeon matchup is] a big game and we
needed a bigger facility to
house all the spectators, but
it is kind of bogus to the pom
team that their facility had to
be changed,” Randall said.
“The pom team is competing
against Simeon pom team,
and I know they’ll win because they have better dances
and they are just better than
Simeon pom team.”
In the meantime, the
captains have a lot of work to
do to prepare the team due to
last minute changes. There is
a lot of stress on the captains
and team to maintain grades
and dancing.
“It’s been hard trying to
get the girls to focus and get
things down packed on such
a short notice,” McCrimmon
said. “Their minds are so
wrapped up on first semester’s
grades that we barely have
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Girls, boys bowling expects to return to city title form
By Nia Johnson
and La’Rie Strong

A

iming to earn another
Public League title, the
bowling teams are back and more
ready than ever to achieve this
goal, as they’ve starting their new
season this past month.
Boys coach Veodis Pickenpack, who has been the coach for
14 years at MP, has strong confidence in this year’s boys team. He
said they are striving “to win city
and possibly state,” practicing in
the weight room and on the lanes
twice as hard as they ever did,
they are sure they will succeed in
getting their goal.
The boys have already start-

ed their season and are off to a
good start. They competed in the
Lake Park High School Invitational
and placed sixth out of 32 other
teams. With this being their first
tournament of the year, they are
slowly reaching the expectations
of the leaders of the team.
“As being the only senior, I
expect the younger guys [mainly
the one’s who have already been
on the team] to pull just as much
weight as I am,” senior and
captain Duane Campbell Jr. said.
“I’m very confident in this team; I
feel that our experienced juniors
[Charles “CJ” Berry, Jabar Johnson, and Jaylen Cato] will be able
to back me up whenever I need
them, too.”
After 13 consecutive city

championship titles, the boys are
slowly making their way to turning
that into 14 as they recently just
won their first match beating John
F. Kennedy High School, 7-0.
Starting their season two
weeks after the boys have, the
girls are slowly trying to get back
to city champion-form after losing
it two years ago.
Girls coach Norm Whitenhill,
who has been the girls coach for
12 years, is hoping to “establish a
team [who will be] city champs,”
and is also hoping to make all
of his girls “advance in the IHSA
Regional tournament, and have
at least two of my girls advance
down to the state finals.”
The girls are practicing three
times and sometimes even four

OFFENSE MISFIRES
final playoff game, because he
allegedly walked off on the team
during the second round of the
playoffs. (Full disclosure: James is
also a reporter for EMPEHI News.)
Some feel that if he would’ve
started at quarterback, the Mustangs would be gearing up for a
city championship game.
“It was tough not being
able to play during the first half,
because of a stupid decision I
made,” James said. “I really put
my team in a bind as a captain
not being out there supporting
and contributing with my team on
the field. This is something that
I learned from and I am going to
take with me forever. I really let a
lot of people down.”
As James felt the game slipping away at halftime, he went
into the locker room without
permission and came out fully
dressed pleading for an opportunity contribute in any way. He
started out on defense in the
second half and recorded a sack
for approximately 15 yards his

of being on this team,” Wilkins
said, “so I’m confident that this
year we will do better because
we have a team who has enough
talent to make this happen.”
In order for the girls to reach
their goal, they are looking for
more bowlers who want to bowl
and are teachable so that they can
be able to carry out their goals.
Both boys and girls team
are hoping to go into this season
stronger than ever to end their
season victorious. With the help
of volunteering parents, the
coaches, and the leading seniors
(Tiarra Wilkins, Patrice Whittier,
Nia Johnson, and Duane Campbell Jr.) on both teams they are
expecting nothing less than excellent for this year’s season.

SEASON SHORTENED

continued from page 12

ship, but lost 28-7, giving the
Condors their second city title.
Against Hubbard, the Mustangs defense competed equally
to the first game allowing the
same number of points, but the
offense just couldn’t get off of the
ground at all.
The team wasn’t itself after
the first meeting between the
two teams, according to first year
varsity head coach Terry Atkins.
“Personnel is the major difference between the two games
against Hubbard,” Coach Atkins
said. “We were missing a few
key components. Execution was
also a major part of the equation.
If the offense had been able to
execute two of six plays that were
open, I think it would have been a
different ball game.”
Many agree with the coach,
particularly about the personnel
issues. The offense line wasn’t as
potent as expected because of
injuries, and senior starting quarterback William James didn’t play
until the second half of the semi-

times a week to strengthen their
endurance and conditioning to
where they can also meet the
expectations of their leaders of
the team.
“I expect for us to get our
title back as city champions and
also qualify for state,” senior and
girls captain Tiarra Wilkins said.
“As captain, it is my duty to keep
supporting and uplifting the spirits during good and bad games,
and help when I’m needed.”
Losing their city title two
years ago to Gwendolyn Brooks
College Preparatory Academy, it
has been the girls’ goal to get it
back and they believe that this
year is their year.
“We never fell short of
second place with my three years

very first play in the game. This
play appeared to fuel the defense
to get a quick three-and-out and
force a punt.
“I was anxious and excited to
be back a part of the team and on
the field,” James said, “so, I went
out there and made a big play. I
just wanted to help my team any
way that I could.”
With the season now over,
there are two major question left
lingering. What is next for these
seniors that are going on to college? And what is next for the
Mustangs football team? Atkins
answered them succinctly.
“I think these are going
to start their journey into manhood,” the coach said. “They are
going to be off on their own and
responsible for their actions. Their
efforts and energy are going to
dictate their success.
“And for us [Mustangs,] it’s a
championship-or-bust season every year for us. We have all of the
talent; now we just have to put
the work in to be successful.”

continued from page 10

time to get everything done
for practice.”
Not only are the dancers
upset, but many of the students are also stunned.
“It’s not okay, because
dance is usually year round,
especially for the teams that do
competition,” said senior Braylyn
Brown, who is familiar with the
team. “With [this big] change,
people won’t really have a
chance to do competition.”
Currently, the girls are
preparing for this year’s Cheer
and Dance City Competition
with high hopes of taking first
place.
“I think they’ll be ready,
because they have been working hard this summer,” Brown
said, “and they went off for
football season. I’m ready to
see them perform.”
Even though the team’s
dance season is coming close

to an end, students have not
lost faith in the them. They
have received many good compliments throughout the year.
“I think you all were
good,” Brown said. “You all
[have gotten] a lot taken from
you. Since we’ve had the new
administration, your [dance]
routines [have] been a little
turned down.”
Pom team parents have
been very sympathetic of the
girls and Coach Pollard.
“I am here to support the
girls, and, of course, coach Pollard,” pom parent Ms. Kuykendoll said. “The girls are [going
to] do wonderful, they will be
magnificent. They have been
dedicated and practicing hard.
I wish they could still have their
regular season, but I know that
the seniors will be very supportive of the rest of the team
throughout the year.”

HIGH EXPECTATIONS
continued from page 12

ing point guard, but then you
have a natural talent like Marcus
[Lovett], who [coach] Nick has
compared to the greatest point
guard in the history of NBA, Isaiah
Thomas [who averaged around
20 points, two steals, nine assist,
and four rebounds per game],”
Winston said. “So if you have that

type of talent on a team… one of
those players will have to take a
back seat.”
McPherson thinks the team
only will go as far as two guards
take them.
“I love the whole team, but
Charlie and Marcus are clearly
our two best players,” he said.

“We only go as far as those two
take us.”
But this kind of controversy is
nothing new. Two years ago when
they won the first state championship, they were guard heavy. With
star players like Kyle Davis, Billy
Garrett Jr., Torry Johnson, Moore,
and Randall, someone with a great

SEEKING EXCITEMENT
continued from page 12

again this year,” cheerleader
Raven Smith said. “I enjoyed
watching the boys play last
year, and it should be more
exciting to see the boys make
it downstate once again.”
As many people know,
the Mustangs rivalry games
are always Simeon and Bogan.
Spectators are really excited
for the Wolverines and Bengals games.
“It is always exciting to
see the most important games
of the season,” senior Rachelle
Hampton said. “Simeon versus
Morgan Park is a must-see
game, because it always lives

up to the expectations.”
These match-ups are often
the most sought-after to see because of the competitive nature
of top-ranked teams.
“I look forward to the
Morgan Park and Bogan game,
because both teams have star
players that go head-to-head with
each other and make the game
exciting,” Smith said. “ They are
not considered so much as rivalries, they just play hard against
each other.”
Head coach Nick Irvin agrees.
“The Morgan Park and Bogan teams play the same type of
style, which is always exciting for

fans to see,” he said.
The boys basketball team
members are very hyped for
this first game and for the
season as a whole. They are
looking for a three-peat this
year, and it would be a blessing to the teammates that
were there from the start, but
making their fans and spectators proud is the key.
“Getting a three-peat is
important to me because it
is a part of the Morgan Park
legacy, and it would only be
right,” junior forward basketball player Alonzo Chatman
said.

amount of talent was benched.
Marshall doesn’t think there
will be a problem between the
team because of the new guard.
“I don’t think there is any
jealousy between the new guys
and the old guys this year,” he
said, subtly referring to new
guard Lovett who transferred
from California.
Aguirre also thinks highly of
Lovett.
“He’s a very incredible
player,” he said.” The sky is the
limit, as far as basketball; he’ll be
an excellent college player, and
he probably will end up as a pro
player.”
McPherson thinks coming to
Chicago is going to be good for
the 5’10” senior guard.
“I think coming to Chicago
is going to help his game, it’s a
lot tougher then where he came
from,” McPherson said. “He gone
get tested, it’s a lot he still need
to work on. But the talent is there
undeniably he can be really good
with the ball.”
Having gifted athletes
doesn’t often produce titles, however, especially when there are so
many different personalities on a
team. Keeping everyone focused

and in control is the job of the
Irvin, according to Marshall.
“I think he’s one of the best
coaches in the city… he’s one of
the top coaches in the city now,”
he said. “The boys’ basketball
team is well-disciplined and Nick
teaches them how to pass the
ball.”
McPherson agrees with Marshall about Coach Irvin
“I love Nick; he’s a great
coach I played against for years
in high school,” he said. “Nick’s
a great guy; he gives his player’s
freedom, and he keeps everything in the family. It’s a family atmosphere he brings to the
school.”
This year’s roster includes:
C Romello Burrell, #15
G Marcus Lovett, #1
F Samuel Mack, #23
G Charlie Moore, #2
SG Jarrin Randall, #3
G Kam Irvin, #21
C Alonzo Chatman, #22
F Alonzo Taylor, #32
G Jelanie Hardy, #11
F Jamal Burton, #4
F Austin Trice, #34
F Aaron Leftridge, #20
F Antonio Alsup, #12
G Cortez Bailey, #10
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Things get real for Mustangs’ title run beginning Saturday
By Jalisa Brown

T

he boys varsity
basketball team will
be turning the court into a
battlefield, with hopes of not only
a three-peat state championship,
but a city championship, too.
After finishing the 2013-2014
season with a second consecutive
IHSA Class 3A title, and ranked
4th in the state by the Chicago
Tribune, the Mustangs are locked,
loaded, and ready to start their
new season which tips off Saturday, at home, against Larkin High
School.
Former Detroit “Bad Boys”
Piston, and NBA champion Mark
Aguirre, who visited MP last
month, thinks if the boys play like
they are supposed to, they will
go far.
“[They] have a championship
caliber team,” he said. “[If they]
play like they should play, they
will definitely be one of my top
picks to win in the end, without a
question.”
Aguirre is not the only former
NBA player working with the boys
this year. Former Phoenix Sun
forward Paul McPherson is close
with the boys and thinks highly of
them.
“I love the team,” McPherson said. “I think we have a lot
of good guards, [and] we’re real
good on the perimeter. I think we
got the best two guards in the
city. We got a chance to do real
well if the [boys] listen to us.”
Shooting guard Jarrin Randall
is confident that the team will be
victorious in the end.
“I think we’re going to win,
[pause] well, I know we’re going
to win [a state championship],”
he said.
Head basketball coach Nick
Irvin sees nothing but W’s in the
team’s future. With high expectations for his team, he seeks
perfection.
“The goal [is] going undefeated,” Coach Irvin said. “Realistically, time will tell.”
English Teacher Gerald
Winston, who follows the team
closely, seems to think differently
about the team, perceiving flaws
in their “perfect record.”
“[We will have] maybe three
to four losses on the season,
depending on our tournament re-

Senior forward Alonzo Taylor lays one up during a recent practice, as the team prepares to begin
their regular season, Saturday, against the Larkin High School Royals. (Photo by Jalisa Brown)
cord,” Winston speculated, adding, “We will walk all over Bogan,
but Simeon is [too] tough; I don’t
know if we can beat [them].”
Simeon, ranked number
two by the Tribune (Stevenson
is ranked number one), has a lot
of talent that can’t be looked
over, like seniors D.J Williams, Ed
Morrow, and freshman Marquis
Brown.
Coach Nick admitted that
their biggest rivalry is Simeon,
and that the games between the
two competitive squads are good
games.
“Simeon is always a good
team, good rivalry, and a good
game,” he said.
Morgan park security guard
Dwayne Marshall agreed with
Winston and Irvin.
“If anybody’s going to give
[the Mustangs] problems, it’s going to be Simeon,” he said.
In the past, the Morgan Park
vs. Simeon rivalry has gotten
heated. In 2013, a fight between
former Mustang and Wolverine
players broke out after the game

at Chicago State University (CSU),
over what may have been a lack
of calls and hard fouls. Simeon’s
head coach was apparently heard
leaving the court, screaming
“That’s how badly they want to

Please turn to page 11 for
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Basketball excitement
builds with fans, players
By Andrea Davis
and Jarrin Randall

W

ith the basketball
season just a
few days away, the Mustangs
varsity boys team will take on
Larkin High School, a rematch
of last seasons opening tip-off.
Last year, the Mustangs
edged the Royals, 84-82, in a
game that went into double
overtime.

Varsity football falls at title game goal line
By Adrian Dearon
and William James

T

Running back Dariun Burse rips off a long run against
Hubbard in the Public League semifinal loss, 14-0. Burse
led the team with 118 yards on 16 carries. (Photo by Jalisa
Brown)

beat us,” according to Michael
O’Brien, a Southtown Star writer.
Worse yet, at the same
game, 17-year-old MP student Tyrone Lawson was shot and killed
in the CSU parking lot after the

game, according to reports.
In 2006, When now-Chicago
Bulls PG Derrick Rose attended
Simeon, the players where allegedly attacked by a group of 30
after winning a game against MP.
But despite the long history of aggressively competitive games, Randall doesn’t see
Simeon as that big of a threat
compared to another city team.
“[Our biggest obstacle to]
state is probably Bogan and for
city,” he said.
Senior Joshua Richards says
he likes the team, but doesn’t
think they are going to win a city
championship.
Richards is not alone with
that thought, and Winston seems
to agree, saying that’s not even
the team’s focus.
“City is not our goal, I could
care less about city, and all I care
about is state,” he said, calling another IHSA title a “higher
goal.”
Is there such a thing as having too much talent? Perhaps.
“[We] have too many good
guards who are going to want
playing time,” Winston said.
Current guards include Charlie Moore, Randall, Marcus Lovett,
Samuel Mack, Cortez Bailey,
Jelanie Hardy, and Kam Irvin.
“Charlie [Moore] is our start-

he Mustangs varsity
football season
was cut short as they were
defeated in the semifinals of
the city playoffs to Hubbard
High School last month, 14-0.
Ironically, the Mustangs
(7-5) recently defeated the
Greyhounds to win the Prairie
State Conference title on
homecoming night, 28-14, but
failed to complete that task
to play in the Public League
title game. Hubbard met Curie
High School in the champion-

Please turn to page 11 for
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“The first game of the season
should be exciting because we
are playing Larkin [when] the
crowd is always excited and intense,” player Charlie Moore said.
It should be exciting, as the
team is ranked number four in the
state by the Chicago Tribune. Last
year, heading into the season, the
Mustangs were ranked number
five.
Then, Lincoln High School
and Lanphier High School were

predicted to be the schools to
win the state championship but
the Mustangs proved everyone
wrong.
There are always many
spectators who enjoy watching
the Mustangs play.
“I expect a three-peat
from the boys basketball team

Please turn to page 11 for
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Boys track team
seeks redemption
By Joshua Richards
and Darien Campbell

A

fter last year’s
heartbreaking end to
the season, the boys track team
seeks to redeem themselves this
season.
The Mustangs track team
season ended in a tragic defeat
in last year’s sectional meet when
the baton was dropped during a
handoff between alumni Timothy
Smith and Brandon Riley.
“It was very heartbreaking,”
senior 4x2 runner Christopher
Parker said. “They were in first
place and the exchange was going to Scooby, and nobody was
gonna catch him cause he was

the fastest runner in the state; we
just knew they were going to win,
then Tim fell and the baton hit the
floor, our hearts dropped. This
pushed us back to seventh place
and Scooby got us all the way
back up to finish in third. It didn’t
even seem real.”
Even so, the team was runnerup in the Public League title meet,
but the boys wanted more.
“Even though it’s good, it
wasn’t good enough for us,”
Parker said, “and the football
season ended kind of bad for us
this year so, I feel like we have
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