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Student scientists succeed
at regional competition

MP will remain a neighborhood school,
but all will take IB courses next year
By Jada Long

W

ith Morgan Park
High School
becoming an International
Baccalaureate (IB) Wall-ToWall program, the school
is expected to transform
its curriculum and teaching
methodology for the 20142015 school year.
Although the specific
details are still being worked
out by the school’s administrative team, after the Class of
2014 graduates, it appears that
there will be a continuation of
many of the program options
offered now, including course

levels and electives.
So what does going IB
wall-to-wall mean to current and
incoming students?
“It will affect incoming and
current students the same way,”
said IBDP coordinator Morgan
Mudron. “All freshman and
sophomores will be in IBMYP
classes.”
What will change, however,
will be teaching pedagogy and
methodology, and the demands
placed on students.
“The work will become
[more] rigorous,” Mudron said.
Upperclassmen will have
some options regarding participation in the various tracks that will
be offered.
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“All juniors and seniors
will have access to our [IB]
Diploma Programme,” the
coordinator said. “This year’s
sophomores and juniors will
have IBDP classes available to
them next year.”
It’s hoped that students
will see this as a great educational opportunity to have
access to the special, but challenging, program. If fact, upperclassmen will be able to be
a part of the IB world without
having to have gone through
the actual Diploma Programme

Please turn to page 3 for

ALL IB, AP-LEVEL
CLASSES AT MP

T

he students who
competed in the Far
South Side Network Regional
Science Fair at Chicago State
University on January 30 took
honors and will go on to compete
at the City Science Fair at the
Museum of Science and Industry.
Five high school-level
students and one 7th grader
earned trophies and will compete among all Chicago public
schools on March 21-23.
Senior DeAnna Kinds
(“Segway Stability”) and juniors
Kristina Echols (“Limestone
No More”) and Alexandra
Glenn (“Glow Sticks”) will go
on to compete, along with two
sophomores, Nefertia Jones
(“Dangerous Rain”) and Alonzo

Chatman (“How Does Air
Pressure Affect the Bounce of
a Ball?”). Jaharha Pryor, a 10th
grader, received a silver medal.
The Academic Center
students also competed in the
Lake Calumet and Rock Island
Network Regional Science Fair
at Olive Harvey College, January 23. Seventh grader Kimani
Jackson (“Keeping It Hot!”)
earned a trophy and he will
compete at city.
Two other 7th graders,
Ariel Avina (“Which Surface
Grows the Best Crystals?”) and
Kendyll Cole (“Give It a Lift
With a Lever”), received silver
medals, and 8th grader Brianna
Davis (“Which Battery Lasts the
Longest?”) earned a bronze.

Polar vortex forces schools to close for four days
By Danielle Washington
and Timia Strickland

S

INSID E

ubzero temperatures and bonechilling wind chills forced school
districts across the region, including Chicago
public schools, to close a surprising four
times in January, with
education officials reasoning the weather
was too dangerous for traveling students.
Early last week was a repeat of the
plunging arctic air mass that the region
endured on Monday, January 6 and Tuesday,
January 7, which dropped the air temperature
to a low of -15 degrees and -11 degrees on
what would have been the return from the
two-week winter vacation. What made things
even worse was the blustery wind which
caused the wind chill to drop as low as 42
degrees below zero on that freezing Monday
morning.
The rare weather event returned on
January 27 and 28, causing the area to essentially shutdown again, with schools telling
area parents to keep their children home.
Although the temps weren’t quite as bad as
they were in early January, they were still dangerous with a low of -7 and -11 degrees.
Chicago Public Schools (CPS) officials
were quick to close schools this last time, with
CEO Barbara Byrd-Bennett making the announcement at noon on Sunday, January 26,
saying that weather conditions could make it
dangerous for children to travel to and from
school.
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New speed cameras
are operational and
giving tickets. P3

That wasn’t the case the first time
around, as officials initially planned to be
open for students on the 6th, but that
students who didn’t attend school would be
excused for their absence. However, the CPS
backtracked that afternoon, closing schools
instead.
“Being outside in arctic temperatures
with an extremely low wind chill factor can be
dangerous even for a short time. In addition,
the expected high winds combined with an
additional 10 inches or more of snow that has
fallen in the last 24 hours has caused a further
deterioration of conditions,” CPS said in a
news release.
Morgan Park administrators understood
the board’s decision.
“The board has the right to close the
schools, and since it was so cold, the schools
closed at the last minute [during the first
series of subzero temperatures],” assistant
principal Gail Tennial said.
In fact, CPS sent a mass email to all
employees explaining precisely how the
first two missed days would be made up for
students and all employees: March 28 was a
professional development (PD) days and is
now a student attendance day. June 11 was
a PD day is now a student attendance day
and the last day of the 4th quarter and school
year for students. June 12 was a flex PD day

Please turn to page 4 for

TWO DAYS ADDED
TO SCHOOL YEAR
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Four days of
subzero low
temperatures (-15,
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school districts
across the Upper
Midwest to close,
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Public Schools.

School
News »

Students help restore
native environment. P6

St. Valentine’s
Day Special »

St. Valentine
Ads. P8-9

Sports »

Mustangs ready
for next step
to repeat. P16

02

Wednesday, February 5, 2014
EMPEHI News

SCHOOL NEWS

OPINION

FEATURES

REVIEWS

A questionable
decision
l
a

i
r
o
t
i
A
d
e

SPORTS

In my opinion

by Kristen
						 Miles

By Maggie West

t least they got it right
this time.
Chicago school board officials were one of the first in
the region to announce school
closures around noon the Sunday
before the latest cold snap, but
that wasn’t the case earlier in
month when the first polar vortex
slid into town.
January 6, 2014, was the
date that all Chicago Public
School (CPS) students were to
return to school from a two-week
winter vacation. But the weather
in the Windy City didn’t permit
it. The low temperature for that
Monday was -15 degrees with a
wind chill of -42 degrees and on
Tuesday it was slightly warmer
(ha!) at -11 degrees with a wind
chill of -30 degrees.
The bone-chilling weather
was the main topic on every local
news station and radio. More so
than that was what CPS’s plan for
the students. Will they keep the
schools open or just close them
for the two days?
If you’re a true Chicagoan,
you would know that CPS rarely
shuts it doors for almost anything.
The last time they cancelled school
because of the weather was the
2011 Chicago Blizzard. The city
was blanketed under 21.2 inches of
snow on February 2, 2011.

This year, CPS was oddly
hesitant about having students
stay in their warm homes instead
of risking hypothermia or frostbite.
Schools in other districts
made their announcement about
the school closings the Saturday
before. But for some strange reason, CPS stated that the decision
to have students come to school
was going to be up to parents.
“While all District schools are
slated to be open on Monday, I
strongly encourage parents to use
their own discretion in deciding
whether to send their child to
school,” CPS CEO Barbara ByrdBennett said in a statement Saturday. “We will be working throughout the weekend to ensure that
our buildings and school officials
are ready to receive students on
Monday.”
Those who would decide to
stay home would get an excused
absence. Parents actually had a
say about their child’s education.
Then, in another twist later
that evening after the first announcement that schools would
be open, CPS did an about-face
and closed them, saying “the
safety and well-being of our students is paramount.”
Maybe it was that, or maybe
it was the fact that nearly each
and every district in the Chica-
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goland area had already posted
their closure, and CPS was sticking out like a frozen, frostbitten
thumb.
The board probably was
really thinking about the money
aspect of keeping schools open.
If they did, I’d imagine lots of
teachers wouldn’t show up, and
if that happened, schools would
have to scramble and gather up
hundreds of substitutes. This
costs lots of money, since schools
pay for teachers to stay home
while they use sick or personal
days, and then have to pay some
more for a sub to cover their day.
Then they probably figured
that lots of kids wouldn’t go to
school anyway, so all that money
spent on teachers and subs
standing in front of half-empty
classrooms would be totally
wasted.
As of lately, it seems as if CPS
is saying that all of the decisions
they make are for and with the
parents. For example, when CPS

Please turn to page 14 for
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Yep, it’s my birthday
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A

birthday is the
annual anniversary
of the day on which a person
was born, treated as a reason
for special celebration and
present-giving. They only

come around once a year and
should mark a very important
moment in your life that you
lived to see another year.
My birthday is just around
the corner and I will be the

Please turn to page 14 for
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EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to the
editor. All letters must have a name and division number. We reserve the right to edit
all letters for mechanics, length, and content.
Please submit responses with name and division to Mr. Majeske or any member of the
newspaper, or to KEMajeske@cps.edu.

Seniors need other options to avoid ‘lost year’

eTd

By Maryah Person

he annual controversy
has once again stricken
the Senior Class of MP. Should
students be allowed to graduate
early or leave the school campus
on a shorter day for work or an
internship if they have enough
credits senior year?
This question is annual during the winter for all seniors from
the end of first semester until the
set date of graduation. Seniors
are constantly told that the only
grades that are viewed for postsecondary schools is first semester. So why wouldn’t seniors feel
the need to give up on second
semester and be left with, essentially, a lost year of meaningful
education?
Honestly, few seniors care
about second semester, with
many feeling that it is a waste of
time. A majority of the students
in MP complain about the fact of
feeling stuck and overwhelmed
for no apparent reason.
Although the bulk of the Senior Class has the same negative
feelings about being inside the
walls of MP, they seem to have
different views on the situation.
Some feel that we should not
graduate early but be allowed to
leave school early, while others
believe both are just absurd.

When asked why not, some
students responded with “No,
students should be allowed to
finish high school early. In my
opinion you must first mature as
a person and in age before you
try and take on the world. What
are you possibly going to do on a
college campus at the age of 16
or 17”?
Another group argued that
this is like being cheated out of
the normality of life stages. When
you graduate early you miss out
on the full high school experience which prom, graduation,
luncheon, and other fun surprises
that go on through the year. Even
though a majority of seniors feel
they’re not learning anything essential to life later along the line
anymore.
“I feel like I’ve just been doing busy work just to keep me in
school,” senior Alexis Gale said.
“If we’re ready for the next step,
why hold us back from it--academically speaking?”
Senior year is supposed to
be one of the most memorable
and exciting year of your high
school career. However, many seniors feel that the actuality of the
situation is false. Seniors at this
time feel everything at this time is
a complete drag.
“I wouldn’t mind graduating
early because I feel like we’re just
wasting time,” senior Courtney

Jones said. “We could be out
getting money, as in getting a
respectful job, or we could be doing internships, further preparing
ourselves for college.”
We’ve already done plenty of
high school work already, starting
as early as 12-years-old (if you
started MP through the Academic
Center). If you’ve done this,
and have been successful, you
probably have 24, 25, or even 26
credits. There is no purpose to
retain a student that has enough
credits to graduate.
A story that ran in the Washington Post in 2006 discussed
how the last year of high school
is a “lost year,” but one school,
Winnetka’s New Trier High School
has a variety of alternative programs to choose from.
“Instead of allowing students
to skate through their last year,
New Trier created opportunities
for them to learn skills they can
use in college and the working
world,” the Post story states.
“Some students help teachers in
the classroom. A Senior Institute
was created to foster discussions
on money management, college
life, eating disorders, drugs, gambling and other issues.”
At other high schools, access
to real-world opportunities are

Please turn to page 14 for
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New speed cameras in operation on Vincennes
By Timia Strickland

T

wo new Automated
Speed Enforcement
(ASE) cameras, or speed
cameras, were installed near MP
on Vincennes Avenue in early
January in an effort by the city to
curb speeding in Children Safety
Zones.
The two cameras near Morgan Park High School, at 11153
and 11144 S. Vincennes Avenue,
was supposed to begin issuing
warnings on Monday, January
6, but may have been delayed,
according to a recent mass email

sent by 19th Ward Alderman Matt
O’Shea on Monday, January 27.
According to the electronic
message, only warnings will
be issued for the first month of
operation.
“All infractions captured by
the cameras during their first 30
days of operation will trigger a
warning letter,” O’Shea writes.
But even after the 30-day
grace period, speedy drivers will
still get a bit of a break.
“If a vehicle does not receive
a warning during the first 30 days,
the first violation in a specific
zone will result in a warning,” the
email states. “All subsequent vio-

lations will result in a citation.”
But MP isn’t the only school
in the area that has the watchful
electronic eyes looking for speeders, as the Chicago High School
for Agricultural Sciences (3843 W.
111th Street) has one, too.
The 11153 S. Vincennes
Road camera will begin issuing
actual citations on February 21,
2014, and the 3843 W. 111th
Street camera will begin on February 26, 2014.
It may come to a surprise for
some drivers, but the speed limit

Please turn to page 4 for

SPEED CAMERAS

HOW THE SYSTEM WORKS
The AutoPatrol speed safety camera system uses a
3-dimensional (3D) tracking radar, high resolution camera
and high definition video camera. The 3D radar identifies any
vehicle traveling faster that the predetermined speed and
triggers both the camera and video, which
captures the event.

UH-OH, BIG BROTHER REALLY IS WATCHING YOU. As a motorist passes by,
a City of Chicago Automated Speed Enforcement (ASE) camera
sits perched high on a street lamp pole facing south on Vincennes
Avenue on the eastern edge of the Morgan Park High School
campus. The electronic eye will capture video and issue tickets to
those who trip the 20 mph speed limit when children are present
from the hours of 7 a.m. to 4 p.m. (Photo by Timia Strickland)

• The first image shows the vehicle
driving in excess of the predetermined
speed
• The second image shows the distance
and time the vehicle has traveled
• The license plate is taken from a
close-up of one of the images captured.
• Additional data collected includes the
time, date, posted speed, vehicle speed,
location, lane and direction of travel
• A high definition video clip of the
event is provided as evidence

ALL IB, AP-LEVEL CLASSES AT MP
continued from page 1

track.
“Being wall-to-wall IB gives
us the opportunity to grant
students in eleventh and twelfth
grade access to IB classes which
they don’t have access to now,”
said curriculum coordinator
Gerald Moore. “As we are now,
only students enrolled in the IB
Diploma Programme can take IB
classes. Going wall-to-wall, MYP
eleventh and twelfth [graders]
will have the option to pick and
choose one or two IB diploma
courses they want to take without
necessarily being a part of the
whole diploma program.”
With the increased demands
comes benefits, especially regarding student grade point averages
(GPA). IBDP courses are on a 6.0
scale, honors are on a 5.0 scale,
while the regular scale is 4.0.
The Game Programming
track, and perhaps one other

track, will constitute the career
path component of the International Baccalaureate Career-related Certificate (IBCC) program,
which MP is seeking approval
for, as well. All IB World Schools
who are already offering the IB
Diploma Programme can apply to
offer the IBCC.
“If students opt for IBCC
they take the career-technical
education courses, and digital
gaming classes,” Moore said. “If
they successfully complete that,
IB diploma courses, and the Approaches to Learning class, they
can get the IB Career Certificate.
They’ll be certified to be employable through CTE, and IB will give
them a certificate saying they successfully took and accessed out of
two diploma classes.”
Some see the move as
beneficial, as the school moves
forward from the dark days of

being labeled a Level 1 school in
2012, then rebounding to Level 2
this year.
“I think IB becoming wall-towall has its perks,” senior Ashley
Shorter said. “It’ll look better when
[students] applying to colleges.”
Another senior said that the
new challenge will be good for
students.
“I think it’s good,” senior
Kiari Jenkins said. “It’s giving [students] more motivation to work
harder and do better in school.”
However, some are fearful
of the new program, based on
rumors that IB will make MP a
selective enrollment school, but
such speculation is baseless.
Despite the school being designated as literally IB wall-to-wall,
it is still considered a neighborhood school featuring an openenrollment policy for those in the
attendance boundary.

Advanced placement courses will be offered
alongside IB course tracks
By Stephen Green

“W

hat’s going to
happen to AP
[advanced placement] classes
when IB wall-to-wall classes start,”
asked junior Kayla Lee.
Multiple students have asked
this questions since the International Baccalaureate program
(IB) will be applied to the entire

school, or “wall-to-wall,” next year.
On Dec. 18, the Chicago Board of
Education unanimously voted to
expand the IB program at MPHS
to allow every student the opportunity to receive IB instruction.
In IB wall-to-wall, students
after tenth grade will decide if they
want to take IB classes or AP and
honors classes. A majority of IB
classes are two-year classes, so if
you elect an IB English class, you’re

locked in the grade sequence for
eleventh and twelfth grade.
Many AP and honors-level students have their own opinion about
this sudden change and how it will

Please turn to page 5 for

ADVANCED
PLACEMENT
CONCERNS
ANSWERED

Another reason for the
general sense of worry is that this
will be a big change, and any
type of change is often met with
concern. Students, even seniors,
have expressed unease about the
rebranding of MP.
“I feel the school probably
had good intentions,” senior Aliyah
Simmons said. “But they’re never
100 percent honest about their motives so you’ll never know.”
Another senior feels that
some students won’t survive the

more difficult standards that they
will be held to.
“I don’t think Morgan Park
should become all IB,” senior
Shaina Thompson said. “Students move at their own pace,
and some may not be able to
handle the pressure. The classes
are more advanced and have
more work. It’ll be a transition for
students who’ve attended here
for three years already to have
to get out of their comfort zone
going into their senior year.”

IB buzz
By Chelsea Brown
More IB senior assessments start next week. Independent writes for both French and Spanish are tomorrow on
February 6. All the IB students will be signed out of class to take
the independent writing. This is an external assessment that goes
towards their exam score for their Language B class. The English
orals are the following two weeks. Each student will go to the
Blue House (Catholic Youth Ministry) to present their IOC to English teacher Jessica Cwiak. The following two weeks after English
orals are the Language B orals. That means French and Spanish
students need to practice and brush up on those last-minute
speaking skills.
•

•

•

•

The IB students had their annual IB potluck dinner on January 23, 2014. This special occasion was to mark the end of the

Please turn to page 6 for IB

BUZZ

04

Wednesday, February 5, 2014
EMPEHI News

SCHOOL NEWS

SCHOOL NEWS
FEATURES

REVIEWS

SPORTS

SPEED CAMERAS
continued from page 3

is 20 mph when children are present, and 30 mph otherwise (7:00
a.m.-4:00 p.m.).
However, in order to get a
citation for triggering the 20 mph
limit, an actual child must appear
in photo for the lower speed limit
to apply.
The fines, once levied, won’t
be cheap. It’s cost $35 for vehicles
going 6-10 miles over the speed
limit, but then goes up dramatically to $100 for vehicles going
11+ miles over the speed limit.
When I went out to take
photographs of the speed cameras last Friday afternoon, I was

shocked by the number of times
the bright flash of the lamp pole
unit went off to take a picture,
indicating that a motorist was
speeding. During the brief few
minutes it took for me to take the
pictures, the camera captured 10
to 20 different allegedly-speeding
vehicles.
The city plans to equip Children’s Safety Zones around parks
and schools with ASE cameras in
an effort to increase safety and
reduce speeding. Reportedly, any
revenue generated by the program is to be invested in critical
safety initiatives including after-

school, anti-violence and jobs
programs; crossing guards and
police officers around schools;
and infrastructure improvements,
such as additional signs, crosswalk markings and other traffic
safety improvements.
The Children’s Safety Zones
are designated within 1/8th of
a mile from Chicago parks or
schools. Bright yellow “Photo
Enforced” signage is placed
before the camera zone to tell
drivers that they are entering a
monitored speed zone. There are
signs located on 111th Street to
tell drivers before they turn on

Vincennes going north, as well
as Vincennes for drivers traveling
south.
The city now has 33 cameras located near 18 schools and
parks, and plans to have a total of
50 in operation.
Back in November, after the

first cameras in the city powered
up (the nine speed cameras
installed around Gompers Park,
McKinley Park, Garfield and
Marquette parks) more than 2,700
tickets and 324,000 warning
notices during the first month of
enforcement.

WHERE THEY ARE, OR WILL BE,
WATCHING YOU

TWO DAYS ADDED TO SCHOOL YEAR
continued from page 1

and will become PD day originally
scheduled for March 28. June 13th
was the first day of summer intersession and would become the PD
day originally scheduled for June
11. June 16 was a summer intersession day and will become the
flex PD day originally scheduled for
June 12 (teachers in those schools
that redistributed the June 12 flex
PD day and not report on June 16).
However, the board has yet to
determine what will happen after
the latest two-day closure, stating
in a January 28 press release that
officials are “…are working to find
suitable make-up days on the calendar for the two days missed this
week. CPS will conduct outreach
to parents and guardians as soon
as a decision is made.”
The CPS 2013-2014 calendar
has 178 instructional days for students, two days longer than what
the State of Illinois requires.
The Illinois School Code
states that “each school board
shall annually prepare a calendar
for the school term . . . providing
a minimum term of at least 185
days to insure 176 days of actual

pupil attendance.”
If a school doesn’t meet
that minimum, they lose 1/176th
(.56818 percent) of their state funding for each day they fall short.
It appears that CPS could,
perhaps, dismiss the last two
emergency days, since there are
two extra days in our calendar
over the state minimum. That appears unlikely, especially after the
decision to make-up the first two.
“The students are going to
make up the two snow days on
professional development days,”
English teacher and Chicago
Teachers Union representative
Gerald Winston said. “We used to
have built-in snow days, but that
went out with the old [teachers
union] contracts that changed
way before my time.”
People had different reactions to those two “holidays.”
“Over the [first] two days, I
enjoyed spending time with my
children and getting a lot of work
done,” Winston said.
At least one student used
some of the time to lend someone a hand.

“Over the two snow days,
I helped an old lady get her car
out of the snow,” junior Dejon
Irving said, adding, “Being out
of school was kind of boring; it
was nothing to do because of the
weather conditions. I would have
enjoyed being at school on those
two days.”
Another student said he enjoyed the extended vacation.
“Being on that break felt kind
of good, it was much needed,”
senior Manuel Robinson said.
“[But] I really don’t care about
having to make up the two days
because, either way it goes, we
were still going to be in school.”
However, Irving doesn’t like
the idea of having to make-up
these emergency days.
“I feel it’s not fair that we
have to make up for not being at
school,” he said. “It’s not our fault
that the snow came down [and
the temperature fell so low], so,
therefore, we shouldn’t have to
make up the extra two days.”
However, depending on the
board’s decision, two more may
be added, too.

Students, staff stay put through
record-breaking winter weather
By Stephen Green

B

rrrrrrr!
No, it’s not Gucci
Mane, it’s how many felt during
last month’s--and continuing-bitter cold temperatures
across the region.
Chicago was recently
hit with record-breaking cold
weather and multiple places
were affected greatly.
With the Chicago area
stuck in a deep freeze through
the first and last weeks of January, virtually all local schools
canceled classes on the days
of Monday, January 6, Tuesday,
January 7, Monday, January 26,
and Tuesday, January 27. Officials advised residents to stay
inside as much as possible, as
temperatures were expected to
remain below zero during much
of those four days.
The worst of the weather
pattern occurred the first week
in January; shortly before 8
a.m. on that Monday, the temperature at O’Hare Internation-

al Airport was 16 degrees below
zero, which set a record for that
date. The previous record was 14
below zero, set in 1988.
Although that was certainly
frigid, the lowest recorded temperature in Chicago happened on
January 20, 1985 with a low of -27.
The cancellation of school on
that Monday and again on Tuesday gave students and teachers
considerably a longer break and
time to chill.
“I honestly stayed in my
house and didn’t step a foot outside the entire weekend,” English
teacher Duc Le said. “I watched
a lot of Sports Center, hung out
with my dog, and ate a lot of fast
food. I had to go grocery shopping, but instead I went downstairs and I ate Subway and this
Mediterranean fast food place
called Roti [Mediterranean Grill]
and ate it almost everyday. I probably gained like 15 pounds during
the polar vortex.” (See “What’s a
polar vortex?” on page 5)
Le also had time to work
on his gigantic pile of papers
to evaluate before the second

semester ended.
“It actually gave me the
opportunity to grade more,” he
said. “I was forced to stay in the
house, but it helped me a lot.”
Many students spent this
time differently. Some used
these two days to be productive. Many students enrolled
in IB and AP course were enthusiastic about the extra time
they were blessed with to finish
the copious amounts of work
suffocating there winter break.
Students such as Henzelo
Barner were productive and
worked on multiple things.
“It was actually convenient,”
he said. “The snow-in gave
me more time to study, to do
homework, hoop, and work out.
It would’ve been better if we got
that whole extra week off.”
Care-free students used
the two days off to get more
sleep and have more fun over
the break. Students such as senior Byron Davison and junior

Please turn to page 6 for
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ABClocal.go.com has a great interactive map (above) that
provides coverage, using Google Maps, of all the speed
cameras in operation in Chicago.
1. Abbott Park, 49 E. 95th St.
2. Bogan Tech High School, 3939 W. 79th St.
3. Burr Elementary School, 1621 W. Wabansia Ave.
4. Challenger Park, 1100 W. Irving Park Rd.
5. Chicago Agricultural High School, 3807 W. 111th St.
6. Christopher Elementary School, 5042 S. Artesian Ave.
7. Columbus Park, 500 S. Central Ave.
8. Curie High School, 4959 S. Archer Ave.
9. Douglas Park, 1401 S. Sacramento Ave.
10. Frances Xavier Warde School, 751 N. State St.
11. Gage Park, 2415 W. 55th St.
12. Garfield Park, 100 N. Central Park Dr.
13. Gompers Park, 4222 W. Foster Ave.
14. Hancock Elementary School, 4034 W. 56th St.
15. Harvard Elementary School, 7525 S. Harvard Ave.
16. Horan Park, 3035 W. Van Buren St.
17. Horner Park, 2741 W. Montrose Ave.
18. Humboldt Park, 1400 N. Humboldt Dr.
19. Icci Academy, 6435 W. Belmont Ave.
20. Jefferson Park, 4822 N. Long Ave.
21. Jones High School, 606 S. State St.
22. Lane Tech High School, 2501 W. Addison St.
23. Legion Park, 3100 W. Bryn Mawr Ave.
24. Lorca Elementary School, 3231 N. Springfield Ave.
25. Major Taylor Park, 970 W. 115th St.
26. Marquette Park, 6734 S. Kedzie Ave.
27. McGuane Park, 2901 S. Poplar Ave.
28. McKinley Park, 2210 W. Pershing Rd.
29. Merrimac Park, 6343 W. Irving Park Rd.
30. Morgan Park High School, 1744 W. Pryor Ave.
31. Ogden Park, 429 N. Columbus Dr.
32. Orr High School, 730 N. Pulaski Rd.
33. Park 499, 3925 E. 104th St.
34. Parsons Park, 4701 W. Belmont Ave.
35. Pickard Elementary School, 2301 W. 21St Pl.
36. Portage Park, 4100 N. Long Ave.
37. Prosser Vocational High School, 2148 N. Long Ave.
38. Riis Park, 6100 W. Fullerton Ave.
39. Roberto Clemente High School, 1147 N. Western Ave.
40. Rosenblum Park, 2000 E. 75th St.
41. Sauganash Elementary School, 6040 N. Kilpatrick Ave.
42. Schaefer Park, 2415 N. Marshfield Ave.
43. Senn Park, 5887 N. Ridge Ave.
44. Sherman Park, 1307 W. 52nd St.
45. St. Genevieve School, 4854 W. Montana St.
46. St. Rita High School, 7740 S. Western Ave.
47. Union Park, 1501 W. Randolph St.
48. Warren Elementary School, 9239 S. Jeffery Ave.
49. Washington Park, 5531 S. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Dr.
50. Welles Park, 2333 W. Sunnyside Ave.
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ADVANCED PLACEMENT CONCERNS ANSWERED
continued from page 3

affect their friends and family.
“I feel like the IB wall-to-wall
is overwhelming,” junior Kerry
Jones said. “I know that teachers
are okay with it, but what about
our parents or the individual students who have academic needs.
What about student athletics? It’s
going to be a lot more difficult
for most students to perform
academically and within their
respective sports.”
Students, such as junior Kelsie Prear, feel that it’s going to be
a great impact to the school and
teachers.
“I feel the IB wall-to-wall
should have been announced earlier, like at the beginning of the
school year,” Prear said. “I think
it would have given students and
teachers more time to adjust because some teachers who aren’t
qualified [may] have to leave MP.”
In fact, those teachers who
are not IB-trained or certified
all were asked to reapply for

their positions, starting late last
week. They are expected to
know whether or not they will be
rehired sometime in late March.
Those who have IB training did
not have to go through the application process and will automatically be retained.
AP coordinator Gerald Moore
isn’t certain as to what extent IB
will have on advanced placement
courses offered next year; school
officials are currently working on
finalizing course programming and
subject elections for 2014-2015.
“It might decrease numbers,
but it might also increase numbers,” Moore said. “If you don’t
want to accept the rigors of a
two-year diploma class, but you
still want a rigorous class, you can
choose an AP class such as AP
English Literature in your eleventh
grade and AP English Language
in your twelfth grade.”
AP classes are for students
who are college-bound, serious-

What is a polar vortex?

O

ne of several semi-permanent weather systems over
the Earth, the polar vortex is an area of low pressure
in the upper atmosphere, primarily in the stratosphere, the layer
of the atmosphere above which most of our sensible weather
occurs (known as the troposphere).
Occasionally, pieces of the larger spin can break off and
sweep toward southern Canada, helping to drive Arctic cold
plunges into the U.S.
In the case of this outbreak, the main circulation of the polar
vortex in the stratosphere and upper reaches of the troposphere
remained in place over northern Greenland and near Baffin
Island. If you think of the vortex as a spinning wheel, one of its
“spokes” did extend southward into the U.S. as January began.
(Source: The Weather Channel)

By Jabari Ben-Yisrael
and Alexia Moore

Computer
science to T
become a
core class

ech time! The question
is, do you need to have
an understanding of computer
languages to graduate? Not
today, but Mayor Rahm Emanuel
and Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
plan to make computer science

Please turn to page 7 for

COMPUTER
SCIENCE

minded, and want to get a taste
of what college classes are truly
like, Moore added.
“AP students really have to
be self-motivated, disciplined,
and really know how to manage
their time,” he said. “I took European History when I was a student
[here at MP in the early 1980s],
and after giving them for the past
six to seven years, I know they are
challenging because [completing]
100 questions in a multiple choice
format in an hour--that’s challenging on any level, let alone letting
them cover the whole content on
a college-level class.”
In May, students at the end
of the year will have to take a
three-hour test for the AP class
they just completed, Moore said.
If they earn a 3, 4, or 5 on the AP
exam 5-point scale, then different
colleges will be willing to offer
them college credit. The credit
could be for actual “advanced
placement,” meaning those successful students won’t have to
take one of the basic or introduc-

tory courses at the beginning of
their college career. The scores
roughly mean how prepared they
are for the college-level material.
“A [score of] 4 means they are
pretty well prepared and a 3 indicates they are somewhat prepared
for a college-level course,” Moore
said. “Upon getting their results,
the students will have to check
with the college or university of
their choice to see the AP policy of
that college or university.”
Many students have experienced AP classes and have
their own feelings towards them.
Students, including senior Richard
Chandler, have taken more than
eight AP classes.
“The classes I took were AP
Psychology, AP English Literature,
AP Economics, AP Statistics, AP
English Language, AP Calculus,
AP Biology, and AP U.S. History,”
he said. “If you’re trying to decide
on which AP courses to take your
senior year to maintain a high
GPA or boost your GPA, I recommend English Language, Statis-

tics, U.S. History, or Psychology.”
With senior year already
being filled with college tours,
college applications, scholarships,
and any of your extra curricular
activities you don’t want to stress
yourself with too many challenging courses, Chandler said.
“The hardest AP course I’ve
ever taken...is Calculus,” Chandler
said. “I recommend it if you’ve
breezed through your last few years
of math courses on an honors level.
I expect pretty much every Academic Center kid to take AP courses,
because [they] typically run out of
classes to take our senior year.”
Some students, like Jones,
have only taken three AP classes
and are offering different advice
to future AP students.
“Honestly, these courses are
designed to challenge academically-gifted students,” he said.
“However, I do feel the pressure
to succeed. My advice to prospective AP students would be to
stay organized and listen attentively to your instructors.”
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Students help stabilize natural setting by removing invasive species
By Marcie Dunn, Kristina
Echols, and Kingston Taylor

W

hen most people
think of a forest
preserve, visions of family picnics,
kids playing softball, hiking and
bike riding usually come to mind.
However, if your school is
one of 13 Chicago Public High
Schools in the CIMBY Program,
you learn to look at natural
settings through the lens of an
environmentalist.
CIMBY is an acronym for
Calumet Is My Back Yard. Essentially, each school adopts a
site and performs restoration and
conservation activities throughout
the year.
Activities include, but are not
limited to invasive plant removal
through non-chemical means; native seed collection and dispersal,
quadrats along transects; photo
point monitoring, and data collection and interpretation.
On Friday, January 31, 2014,
30 MP students, dressed for the

cold weather, boarded a bus to
Sand Ridge Nature Center, located in South Holland, for winter
stewardship activities.
Unlike spring and fall conservation practices which center on
the abatement of garlic mustard
(just one of many invasive plant
species), the winter stewardship
involved using small hand saws
and loppers to cut down and burn
the very aggressive buckthorn
plant species which poses serious
risks to forest preserves and other
natural settings.
As an invasive species, buckthorn competes with native plants
for sunlight, space and nutrients
which disturbs the natural balance
for other plants in the environment.
Buckthorn plants tend to
form dense thickets that crowd
out trees, shrubs, wildflowers
and other perennials. Buckthorn
produces fruits that fall, creating
a dense understory of buckthorn
seedlings.
Birds also eat the fruit, which
is how the problem spreads from

gardens to prairies, forest preserves
and other woodlands. Gardeners
are encouraged to remove exotic
buckthorn shrubs and trees from
their landscapes to prevent damage to natural areas.
Common buckthorn was
introduced to North America from
Europe as an ornamental shrub
because of its hardiness and ability
to thrive in a variety of soil and light
conditions. It is a shrub or small
tree that can grow up to 22 feet
high with a trunk 10 inches or more
in diameter. It is easy to identify in
autumn because it tends to hold
green leaves late into the fall after
the leaves of other trees have
turned color or fallen.
So the next time you and
your family choose a forest
preserve for fun and relaxation,
remember that these natural settings should never be taken for
granted. It is only with the help
of volunteers, who supplement
the very small staffs employed at
these sites, that forest preserves
are able to be maintained and
available for all to enjoy.

IB BUZZ

Students who volunteered to help eradicate the invasive
buckthorn use hacksaws to cut down the weedy invaders, which
are later burned.

Senior Board news

continued from page 3

By Jada Long

W

International Baccalaureate students, their families, and teachers, enjoyed a potluck dinner last
month in the school cafeteria. (Photos by Chelsea Brown)
semester and recognize the
students’ hard work and provide
an opportunity for students,
parents and staff to socialize. IB
students work extremely hard;
therefore, program coordinators Morgan Mudron and Adrian
Hanes wanted to show them that
all their hard work is appreciated. This year, there was a great
turn-out, and students were able
to socialize with their peers, free
from stress.

and staff about what it would be
like to attend the institution.

• •
• •
On February 3, fifteen IB
sophomores and juniors visited
the University of Chicago to speak
to professors, students, and
admissions officials about life at U
of C. The students took a tour and
got to speak informally to students

• •
• •
Four years ago, then-English
teacher Morgan Mudron assumed
the role of IB Diploma Programme
coordinator, meaning that the
upcoming graduating class of IB
seniors is her first official full group
of graduates. Over the last four

• •
• •
On February 14, the IB
sophomores’ Personal Projects
are due. The Personal Project
is the project to show what you
have learned in MYP. Following
the completion of the project,
each student will present their
project to a group of judges and
their projects will be scored.

years, both Ms. Mudron and the
seniors have worked closely and
developed a special relationship.
So when the IB seniors were in
the library for their assessment
day and they noticed that Ms.
Mudron’s stomach was slightly extended, they all began to wonder
and whisper. While the coordinator
was speaking to them, senior River
Bonds smiled at her. Ms. Mudron
asked, “Do you have something
you want to ask me?” River
proceded to say, “Something you
want to tell us?” Mudron responded, “Maybe.” Later that day, River
finally worked up the courage to
just ask Ms. Mudron if she was
pregnant and she admitted she
was. The entire room was thrilled
and congratulated her. The news
brought a few students to tears.

RECORD WEATHER
continued from page 4

Kristina Echols took advantage of
that extra chill time.
“I stayed in and watched
movies, then I danced the rest of
my day,” Echols said. “I couldn’t go
to school, and I really didn’t care.
Those extra two days were good.”
Before it got unbelievably
cold outside, students such as
junior Trenise Wilkes had fun with
the amazing amount of snow, with
nearly 12 inches falling the day
before temps plunged.
“I was very excited about the
snow, but not the dreadful [cold]
weather,” Wilkes said. “ I made

a gigantic snowman with my
niece. We named him Jasper the
Friendly Snowman.”
And it has been a very wintery season. The storm that began this past Friday night did not
add enough to snow totals to top
the snowiest January on record-which was 42.5 inches in 1918.
But with 33.7 inches, January
remains the third snowiest month
in Chicago since records first
began in 1884, according to the
National Weather Service. With a
total of 51.9 inches of snow so far
this season, the winter is currently

in fifth place for overall snowfall
up to February 1.
Most of this season, the local
news outlets have given advice
to Chicagoans to bundle up and
protect all skin if possible if leaving the house. Some students
had to embrace the cold weather
a couple of times during the time
and had dramatic experiences.
“When I walked out the
house to shovel snow, I literally
thought my hands were going to
fall off,” junior Keenan Lee said.
“I never want to experience that
again.”

hile freshmen are
just becoming
situated with their high school
environment, the Class of 2014
is preparing to enjoy the endof-the-year senior experiences
brought to them by the Senior
Board.
The team of seniors is
working hard to make sure
this class will enjoy their final
high school days. The activities
include fund-raisers, dances,
prom (duh!), the luncheon, and,
of course, graduation.
“We have a fund-raiser

coming up,” Senior Board President Tiana Kimble said. “The
name of the fund-raiser will be
called ‘Wild’n Out.’ We also
have a dance, yet we haven’t
talked about or discovered the
exact plans for the dance. However, it’ll be a black-out party or
something that the Senior Class
votes on.”
The president believes
that everything should fall into
place.
“I think the plans for our
Senior Class will be successful because we have a great

Please turn to page 7 for
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Teacher makes generous
donation to help kids
at Youth ‘Blue House’
By Maggie West

M

usic teacher Carol
McDaniel recently
made a generous donation in
her parents name of $1,000 to
the Catholic Youth Ministry to
help support the philanthropic
organization.
McDaniel said that she
received the money from her
parents’ estate and that she
donated the money under their
name. She added that she
targeted the ministry, commonly called “The Blue House”
due to it’s sky blue paint job,
because of the need to help
young people today.
“A number of students are
getting involved in too many
negative situations and behaviors,” the teacher said. “I know
that the Blue House is the place

Music teacher and MP
graduate Carol McDaniel
to go and be safe after school.
I spoke to students that go to
the house, and they say that
there’s not much to do.”
McDaniel hopes the

Please turn to page 7 for
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Recent surveys indicate teens living
in a dream world by ignoring STEM reality
By Brandon Riley
and Ryen Jamrock

J

unior Achievement
USA (JA) and the ING
U.S. Foundation’s 2013 Teens
& Careers survey released in
September 2013, reveals a
substantial year-over-year decline
in teens’ interest in science,
technology, engineering, math
(STEM) and medical-related fields.
Ironically, STEM fields are the
ones that are actually growing,
are in demand, and pay very well.
While almost half (46 percent)
of all teens surveyed showed
interest in pursuing either a STEM
or medical-related job, there
was a 15 percent decrease from
last year’s data. Despite interest declining, the United States
Department of Labor predicts
employment opportunities in
STEM careers will increase by 17
percent through 2018.
The study also suggests that
many teens are living in a fantasy
world and are being shielded
from their future reality, courtesy
of their parents:
• Eighty-three percent of
teens are confident they will
land their “dream” job at
some point in their career but
only five percent are pursuing
an internship in their area of
interest;
• Twenty-eight percent of
teens are financially contributing in preparation of
paying for college; this is 24
percent less than last year;
• Both the 2012 and 2013
studies indicated that teens’
parents or guardians are the
primary financial contributors
for continuing education and
training;
• 38 percent of teens said
that the status of the economy has not affected their
career plans; they feel comfortable with the economy
because they can rely on
parents and caregivers in
terms of their futures.
Students should realize the
need to pursue STEM-related majors and careers, now more than
ever, as the demand for qualified
employees keeps growing as job
openings increase now and in the
future.
With STEM-related job opportunities and career salaries increasing substantially within the next decade, these fields will be extremely
more vital to society soon.
“With technology constantly
advancing rapidly, STEM related
careers will be the focus of the
future,” said senior Deanna Kinds,
who plans to major in mechanical engineering in college. “They
will be even higher demanding
careers.”
Over the past 10 years,
growth in STEM jobs have been
three times as fast as growth in
non-STEM jobs. STEM workers
are also less likely to experience
joblessness than their non-STEM
counterparts. STEM workers
play a key role in the growth and
stability of the U.S. economy,
and will remain critical to helping
America improve.

Respondents to a 2013 Bayer
Corporation Facts of Science
Education survey claimed that
they are having lots of problems
finding enough candidates to fill
STEM jobs.
Only 16 percent or less of
participating Fortune 1000 companies are seeing adequate numbers of qualified African-American, Hispanic, and American
Indian two- and four-year STEM
degree job candidates. And
overall, just over half (55 percent)
of these companies can find in a
timely manner adequate numbers
of qualified job candidates with
two-year STEM degrees.
Other concerns include:
• Seventy-three percent of respondents say that two-year
STEM degree holders will
continue to be “as” or “more
in demand” for non-STEM
jobs than their counterparts
without STEM degrees in the
next decade. Ninety percent
believe the same of four-year
STEM degree holders.
• While the respondents
believe that demand for twoand four-year STEM degree
holders will continue to be
strong in the next 10 years,

new hires with four-year
STEM degrees, in particular,
will be in short supply, say
more than two-thirds (68 percent) of respondents. More
talent recruiters at companies
in the manufacturing (75 percent) and services industries
(77 percent) expect such a
workforce shortage.
The majority of people who
choose these STEM careers are
highly interested in and passionate about the specific field
that they apply their effort and
knowledge to.
Most STEM careers, such as
statisticians, software developers,
biochemists and architectural engineers, require rigorous lessons
that are seen as quite difficult.
These jobs pay well, however,
after all of the tough work while
earning the degree.
The average salary of STEM
worker is about $80,000 while the
average non-STEM worker makes
about $50,000.
“These careers will have a
lot to do with the way the world
looks and how cities and buildings are constructed,” said senior
Dakota Reid, who plans to study

civil engineering. “The roles these
workers will play are important to
how this planet will be in the near
future.”
STEM-related careers aren’t
for everybody, however. Most
who avoid to pursue careers
in these fields lack the interest, knowledge, or preparation
to even give one of the jobs a
chance.
Senior Brianne Williams, who
will major in culinary arts, believes
most people think the process
and work required is too difficult
for them to handle. She also
added that most just lack the passion, which goes towards another
potential career like being a chef.
“Some people just aren’t
interested or good in the required subjects like science and
math,” Kinds said. “Especially
women, since they are usually
self-conscious of what career roles
women should consider.”
A few of Morgan Park’s own
staff express their passion for their
respective subject that they’re
passionate about. Chemistry
teacher Timothy Hall realizes how
a STEM-related topic can and will
be used now and in the future.
“I love science because it

explains many things and helps
people live better,” Hall said.
“Science has a problem solving
aspect to it that I apply everyday
by mixing chemicals and doing
different experiments.”
Math teacher Lauren Phillips
recognizes how her love and passion for a STEM field inspired her
to spread her knowledge of it on
to others.
“I loved math growing up so I
took a lot of it in college,” Phillips
said. “I like how it’s a puzzle and
how everyone in the world does
the same math. Math is always
prevalent in life such as buying
items, figuring how gas ten dollars
can get, and much more.”
STEM workers spend their
days using complex formulas to
create data sheets, computer
software, new statues, and even
new creatures. Whether the fields
interest a certain individual depends on them. One thing is certain though, these careers will be
the most demanding real soon.
“Everybody is focused on how
advanced technology is now compared to years ago,” said Williams.
“Just imagine where it’ll be in ten
more years, so of course STEM
professionals will be needed.”

senior level college level course so
we dropped it,” Genell said. “Every
school in CPS dropped it except
Lincoln Park, although, in the end,
students told me they were able to
think much more logically because
of computer science.”
However, some students see
all this change at MP as just more,
more, and more.
“Yea, that sounds good and
all, but this school is trippin’, one
Morgan Park offensive lineman
and senior said. “I like computers,
but that doesn’t mean I wanna be
forced to take it. This is ridiculous.”
Genell hopes that this class
will be different for students, and
that it won’t be one that is simply
geared to preparation for another

standardized test.
“Too often I think people
try to teach for a test,” he said.
“I think in America we teach to a
test to put ourselves at a certain
level, for example, get Morgan
Park off probation [in 2012],”
he said. “And a class like this
will really help these students
understand the ‘nitty gritty’ of
how a computer works.”
Genell has enjoyed a long
history working with computers.
“I taught punch card stuff
before we even had computers,” said John Genell, technology teacher. “We bought a
computer that was huge! And
uh..[over time] they’ve just
scaled down.”

COMPUTER SCIENCE
continued from page 5

class a core course in the next
three years.
Under the K-12 computer
science education plan announced in early December by
CPS CEO Barbara Byrd-Bennett and Mayor Emanuel, every Chicago public high school
will offer an introductory computer science class within three
years. The foundational course
will be named“Exploring Computer Science.”
Within five years, CPS will
allow computer science to count
as a graduation requirement.
In five years, half of all
high schools will also offer an Advanced Placement computer science course. Computer science

will no longer be an elective course
at high schools under the program.
MP’s current Informational
Technology teacher, John Genell,
is a supporter of plan to implement the new computer science
class, and he agrees it should be
required as a core.
“I think making it a core
course is a terrific idea!” Always
have,” he said. “You’re not training for a job out of high school,
but you’re being taught to see if
you like it. Because this teaches
you how to think logically.”
It probably won’t be an easy
class for some, though.
“I used to teach Computer
Science IB, [but] it was a very
difficult course probably a junior,

DONATION
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Senior Board putting them into
action,” Kimble said.
Some decisions have
already been finalized.
“The colors of prom will
be red, gold, black, and champagne,” she said. “I’m very
excited for prom, and I’m most
excited for Wild’n Out because
I had the ability to put it into
and action and bring it to life.
As far as the other events, I’m
not sure about we haven’t really talked about them.”
Some upperclassmen say
they aren’t as well informed as
they would like, though.
“I honestly don’t know
much about what our senior
activities are,” senior Shaina
Thompson said. “Our class

needs to communicate better,
and the only event I’m excited for
it prom.”
Some are especially excited
about the end of the year.
“I’m looking forward to senior
week and prom,” senior Ashley
Shorter said, “[but] most of all,
graduation. I’m more so excited
for the new things I’m about to
experience after all the events.”
Yes, it’s prom, prom, prom as
the big day appears a little closer,
despite being months away.
“I’m excited for prom,” senior Randi Crawford said. “I know
we’re going to look amazing.”
Similarly, senior River Bonds
said, “I’m excited even though I
don’t know the exact dates. I’m just
anticipating it so I just know I have

something to look forward to.”
Some are torn between
the dance and finally getting
the coveted diploma.
“I’m kind of excited,”
senior Courtney Jones said.
“But at this point, I just want
to graduate that’s my main
goal. I’m excited for prom and
senior week of course.”
And one Academic Center
student is just plain ready.
“I’m excited for prom and
graduation,” senior Maryah
Person said. “I cannot wait to
see all of my friends looking
gorgeous on prom and to walk
across the stage. I’ve been at
Morgan Park for six years so it
will feel good to finally be able
to be done.”

money will go to provide diversions for the kids who go there.
“I talked to [Executive Director Peggy] Goddard about it,” she
said. “We discussed that the money would be spent on a foosball
table, Playstation [video games],
and new outdoor equipment.”
McDaniel and her parents
have a long association with Morgan Park High School. While she
is an MP graduate, Class of 1976,
her father graduated from Empehi
in 1947 and her mother in 1952.
Although she’s helping out
now, she didn’t actually visit the Blue
House when she was a student.
“I didn’t really go there, but I
knew a lot of peers did,” McDaniel recalled. “I’ve been there with
IB students [in recent years] and
had the chance to see what was
going on first-hand.”
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Collected by Tyshay Russell
and Dominique Davis
To My Valentine: Dominique
Davis,
On September 16, we started
talking. On November 14 you
were mine, and since that day I
have cherished every day I spend
with you. Rumors go around, and
no, we are aren’t perfect, but I do
know we have each other. Ha-ha,
I guess the only hard part is being
able to count down the days until
you go, but just know that while
you’re gone I’ll be here and when
you’re back, well it’ll be me and
you. I love you.
From, Mikey
To My Valentine: Rainasia Harris,
A friend is someone who sees
the truth in you when no one else
does! I LOVE YOU!
From, Jalani Johnson
To My Valentine:
My Nae Neezy Nae,
Dear Reginae, I hate your stinking
guts, you make me vomit. You’re
the scum between my toes!
Love, Your Best friend <3

To My Valentine:
Maya and Jaeda,
I LOVE Y’ALL <3
From, Aysia Cato

To My Valentine: Temarih Green,
Happy Valentine’s Day, best
friend; I love you!
Love, Tiera Wright

To My Valentine: Princess,
Happy Valentine to my best
friend, Princess <3 <3 <3.
Love, Melissa

To My Valentine: Princess Witt,
Happy Valentine’s Day
Love, Cyla

To My Valentine: Lamar,
Lamar, I miss you so much! Love
<3 <3 <3 <3.
Love, Nicole
To My Valentine: April Evans,
April, you’re my BFF and I love
you, babes. Happy V-Day. <3
Love, Kaila
To My Valentine: Cyla Green,
Happy Valentine’s Day, Cyla.
From, Princess Witt
To My Valentine: Domo,
Happy Valentine’s Day.
From, Muffin
To My Valentine: Kayla Swope,
Hey, bae! Happy Valentine’s Day,
lame.
Love, Ashley J.

To My Valentine:
Ms. Rocky Rozay,
You don’t know me, but you’re
cute, BE MINE!
Love, Your Secret Crush

To My Valentine:
Dominique Davis,
Happy Valentine’s Day Dominique
:) <3
From, #Nails By Ari @PokaDot__ :

To My Valentine: DangDomo,
Hey, hey, hey, daddy. Hey boo, I
hope you have a great Valentine’s
Day, bae. Stop playing with these
girls you’re MINE!!!!!! <3
From, The REAL BAE

To My Valentine:
MP STUDENTS,
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY,
CHEESE AND CRACKERS.
FROM, MR. YATES

To My Valentine:
Double Trouble,
Hey Pooh, I love you baby girl
and I want you to have a wonderful Valentine’s Day!
Love, Double Trouble
To My Valentine: Dang Domo,
Happy Valentine’s Day, I love you!
I hope your day is special.
From, Thug Nasty
To My Valentine: Best Friend,
I’m not that boy from Simeon; I
will keep it short and sweet. We
have truly been through it all and
our ups and downs. But just know
I will always love you and can’t
and won’t live without you.
Love, BFTMF
To My Valentine: My Bri Baby,
Roses are red, violets are blue, I
hope you know I absolutely LOVE
YOU! Just a little something to
brighten up your day, Rock.
From, Your Bae
To My Valentine: Akeysha Hobbs,
Happy Valentine’s Day, best
friend. I love you.
Love, Your Best Friend Chance
To My Valentine:
Domo and Tyshay,
Happy Valentine’s Day. I saw y’all
selling and I was wondering if y’all
could follow me on IG.
From, ANONYMOUS
To My Valentine: Kaila Murphy,
Kaila, I love you so very much.
You helped me with a lot of
things and I just want you to know
I will continue to be there for you.
I hope you enjoy this day and
all goes well. I love you, Happy
V-Day. <3.
From, April Evans

To My Valentine: Jaquan,
Wassup, Homie. You my ghee
ball, LOL! Happy Valentine’s Day!
Love, Unique Blanc
To My Valentine: Shania,
I love you BFF and Happy Valentine’s Day.
Love, Kaira <3
To My Valentine:
Christinna Wilkin,
You’re my one and only, and
my love for you will only grow
stronger.
From, Your Crush
To My Valentine:
Aminah Muhammad,
Happy Valentine BestFraaan! <3
Love, Ryan
To My Valentine:
Dominique Davis,
Happy Valentine’s Day!!! <3 :)
Love, Jaleel Trotter :)
To My Valentine:
Domo and Tyshay,
Happy Valentine’s Day.
From, Stephan
To My Valentine: Tyshay,
Happy Valentine’s Day.
From, Ken-Yon Turner
To My Valentine: Janelle,
Hey, Janelle, you’re going to
laugh and smile when you read
this. This is just a little something
to show how much I care about
you. This little time I have known
you has been the best moments
I’ve seen. My heart goes out to
you, my Valentine, my love.
From, Sheldon
To My Valentine: Tiera Wright,
Happy Valentine’s Day <3!!
Love, Temarih

To My Valentine: Ya Ya (Cuddy),
Happy V-Day I love you so much!
XO 11.06
From, Jainelle Withers
To My Valentine: Ayriel King,
Happy Valentine’s Day to my #1, I
love you!
Love, Ollie Banks
To My Valentine: DangDomoo,
Happy Valentine’s Day; you are
such a cutie, like you help me
with my problems. I’m going to
miss you when you graduate.
Wait, are you single? I love you.
Love, Nae Bae

To My Valentine: Briana,
Just want to, in another way,
make you smile. I know your day
will be great because I will make
sure of it.
From, Kendrick
To My Valentine: Ayriel King,
Happy Valentine’s Day, best
friend. Love you.
Love, Jailynn
To My Valentine: Jailynn Gultney,
Happy Valentine’s Day, best
friend. Love you!
Love, Ayriel King
To My Valentine: Gillian Magee,
I love you more than others
have. So glad you are in my life;
couldn’t be here without you.
OSWAS.
Love, Tayy

To My Valentine: Ayriel,
Hope your day is enjoyable and nice!
From, Zakk
To My Valentine:
DAWU/The Chat,
Ball out! Hope you all’s day is as good
as mine’s going to be. Y’all know who
y’all are!
Love, Zakk $tackz
To My Valentine: Bestie,
I love you. Let’s just stop beefing.
Love, Zakiyyah Myesha Smith
To My Valentine: Shalby,
Tick-Tock. Tick-Tock. Time’s running
out, but you know we gonna kick it like
it’s no tomorrow. I’m always thinking
about you. Happy Valentine’s Day,
Scrub.
--Anonymous

Collected by Zakiyyah Smith
and Ja’Leah Holcomb
To My Valentine: Shaina Thompson, Jada Long, Randi Crawford, and Maryah Person,
Hey y’all! Happy Valentine’s Day,
and I love you girls like no others!
Love, Ash
To My Valentine: Ollie Bank,
Hey ChopHead. Happy Valentine’s Day, love you, okay, bye.
Love, Ayriel King
To My Valentine: Jallayha,
I can’t begin to tell you how much
I love you. You brighten my day
and have turned my life around. I
love you, baby.
Love, Brandon Raya
To My Valentine: Myself,
To love someone else, you must
first love yourself.
Love, D. Hoover
To My Valentine: Royals,
Over the years, I found my true
real friends. My girls. My riders.
I love y’all. That’s for real. Okay,
Ciao.
--Royal G
To My Valentine: Kelsey,
Baby, you’re my everything.
You’re all I ever wanted. We could
do it real, bigger than you ever
done it.
Love, Rio
To My Valentine: Thothiana
I thank y’all for doing what y’all
do. God bless me with my thots
and with [the all the rest].
From, King Caillou
To My Valentines:
The Student Body,
Valentine’s Day has to be one
the most awkward holidays ever
invented, good luck.
From, Aryel Hayes
To My Valentine: Jada,
Happy Valentine’s Day to you.
Can I get that package, girl?
--Anonymous
To My Valentine: Jelly Bean,
I love you, Butt-Butt!
Love, Nayah
To My Valentine: Jaleah,
You think you slick. Making me
fall for you. Tricking me into liking
you. LOL, I love you, tho.
Love, Stink

To My Valentine: Gabriele Owens,
I love you, Besty. So happy you
are in my life. Love you. OSWAS.
Love Tayy
To My Valentine:
Ebony Johnson-Mathis,
I can’t stay away from you too
long. Even if I do, I’ll always
called checking on you, making
sure you’re okay, be the one to
brighten up your day point of
it all is I love you. We’ve been
in this, for what? Three years
and more to come. Baby, you’re
my everything. You’re all I ever
wanted. We could do it real big.
Bigger than we ever done it. You
be up on everything. None of
these o’s ain’t ever on it. Happy
Valentine’s Day, baby girl, I love
you.
Love, Boss Dad Lee Lee
To My Valentine:
Nyshia & Dee-Lish,
Hey! Besties, Happy Valentine’s
Day.
Love, Ticee
To My Valentine: Zakiyyah,
Happy Valentine’s Day, Zakk.
Okay, see you later.
From, Ayriel
To My Valentine:
HIjrah Al-Nurridin,
I love you, baby; we been going
to your strong. It’s us forever.
Love, Meek
To My Valentines: My Friends,
I love you guys! Hope all my
friends have a good Valentine’s
Day.
Love, Rye

To My Valentine:
Lemont Houston,
I love everything about you.
The
way you walk, the way you carry yourself is extraordinary. You are phenomenal, I love you.
Love Ange Nlome
To My Valentine: Reginae Jordan,
Things seem better,
When you know a person who is beautifully unique,
Kind of like you.
Since our paths first crossed,
It’s been a long time,
With all the moments we shared,
And memories that shine.
Of course I know you well,
You’re one-of-a-kind,
I just want to say I love you, my valentine,
Love, Brandon
Collected by Tiera Townsend
To My Valentines: Dyamond Bruce,
Shelana Martin, Lyric Winston, and
Aliex Boey,
I love you guys so much! I think we’re
a perfect little group LOL. Happy
Valentine’s Day!
From, Andrea Newell
To My Valentine: My Cuggs,
I adore our good times, I admire our
great times, and appreciate how you
stay by my side even though the
worst of times. When you walk by my
side, it’s the best time. My 400m boy,
run by my side and we’ll drop times.
Happy Valentine’s Day, babe. I love
you 400 times infinity.
Love, Your Cuggs
To My Valentine: My Fantasy,
You are just that. My picture perfection. My light when there is none. My
hope when I have none. You give me
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energy when life drains me. When
I am angry or sad all I need to do
is think of you and I can’t help but
laugh. You bring me so much joy
without even trying. Unlike my heart
when you are around you never seem
to skip a beat. You complete me in
every way. You might have your ways
about you, but I find them kind of delightful and refreshing. I can’t express
how you make me feel in words, but
I know a couple songs that come to
mind. “Ready or Not” by After 7,
“Collide” by Howie Day, “Disappear”
by Hobastank, and “You Are Not
Alone” by Michael Jackson
Love, Scrawny Superman

you better than I can tell you.
Love, King Kenya

To My Valentine: Kenya,
I love you to the moon and back. You
make
me happy when
no one else can,
you un-

To My Valentines:
The Anime Club,
STOP WORRYING ABOUT ME
#7BESTKIDNEYS2014
From, Seven

To My Valentine: My Soldier
(Turd),
Heyy, babe!! I love you sooo
much. We’ve been through so
much together. You’ve always
been there for me, and I’ve always supported you. Even though
we fuss and fight, I still love yo
ugly self lbs. I trust that we’ll be
together forever. OMG, I can’t
believe you’ll be leaving in a few
months, so let’s make the best of
this. Mwah!!
Love, Poop

To My Valentine: Hijrah,
Baby, come through you deserve
rounds tonight. I’m winning that
grammy.
To My Valentine: Robin,
Hey best friend, even though I
don’t call you that. But just saying, I love you.
From, Anonymous
To My Valentine: Orayyyy,
Thought you was a woman? Just
playing, love you!
From, Bestie
To My Valentine:
Timia Strickland,
Girl, you my time with yo ugly
self.
From, Marcus
To My Valentine: Marcus,
Hey, brother. I love you, ugly little
boy.
From, Timia

To My Valentine: Robin Kennedy,
Happy Valentine’s Day, Robin,
although you may not hang with
me or be as close as we should
be.
To My Valentine: Arielle Daniel,
Dear Twin, I think you are so
amazing, I love you so much girl.
From, Rochelle Hampton
To My Valentine: Alex Glenn,
I love you, you are my everything.
From, Kingston
To My Valentine:
Rochelle Hampton,
Love you, twin!
From, Arielle Daniel
To My Valentine: Mr. Savage,
You will always be my Valentine.
From, Ms. Collins
To My Valentine: Pookie Pook,
Happy Valentine’s Day! You’re the
best! Hope you enjoy the celebration; love you! Xoxoxoxoxoxo
From, Cookie

To My Valentine: Robin,
Can’t keep my eye’s off you... and
ride the surfboard away.
From King Caillou
**Some
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To My Valentine: Britty Bop,
I just want to say I hate your stinking guts, you make me vomit,
you’re the scum between my
toes--love you, babes; awww,
yeah--I love you too.
To My Valentine: Bri,
I love you, baby girl, with all my
heart.
From, Reginae Jordan
To My Valentine:
Aliyah Simmons,
Happy Valentine’s Day, Cookie,
and many more to come. You’re
great and beautiful, you’re the
best.
Love, Anfernee
To My Valentines: Aryanna
Pope, Tyonna Nason,
and Destiny Davis,
Who needs a Valentine when I
have y’all. Through everything
y’all have been right next to me,
I love ya like blood sisters. Happy
Valentine’s Day.
From, Gabby

ads have been edited for content.**

Try something different for Valentine’s
By Unique S. Boyd
and Shalby Daniel

E

derstand me when
no one else can, and for
that I am forever grateful for you.
Happy Valentine’s Day. Stay swooty
booty ;)
Love, Your Angel
To My Valentine: My Heart,
To start it off, I want you to know
I love you, babe. These past two
years have been great, and I can’t
wait for more to come! When I leave,
know I won’t love you any less and
that you’ll be in my heart. No need
to worry; when I’m gone, you won’t
have to worry, I’ll always be your
soldier.
Love, Your soldier
To My Valentine: Pooh a.k.a Wife,
Happy Valentine’s Day, baby. Words
can’t describe how much I love you.
You bring my love and happiness
which is all I ever wanted. Love you
soo much!!!
Love, Poodah =)
To My Valentine:
Ashley, My Beautiful Queen,
Ever since I’ve met you, I’ve been
trying to find the perfect set of words
to string together to explain how
perfect you are. “I love you” is about
as close as I will get, but these three
words don’t do justice to a girl as
special as you. You’re literally my soul
mate; you’re hilarious, sweet, talented, unique, and GORGEOUS. We
have a better connection than high
speed internet (you know I had to,
LOL). One day I’m gonna marry you.
Maybe then, in my wedding vows,
I will find the perfect words. You
are truly a queen, and you deserve
the world. One day you will have it,
beautiful. I’m running out of space,
but words are only that. I will show

To My Valentine: Cecelia Ray,
Happy Valentine’s, sis. I love you
gurly <3.
Love, Robyn
To My Valentine: Deion Fields,
I hate your freaking guts, but
I’m just kidding; I love you sooo
much! Happy Valentine’s day.
Love, Mrs. Fields
To My Valentine: Read it,
Happy Valentine’s Day to all my
homies: Tiera Townsend, Essence
Tyson, Victoria Brown, Destiny
Brown, Rockelle Ross, Reginae
Jordan, Ashley Johnson, Ayriel
King, Isaiah Williams, all the lunch
ladies, Tiana Kimble, Ms. McGhee, and Mrs. Gipson!!!
Love, Allen Burgess
To My Valentine: Tamia Watkins,
I started having feelings for you
since the first moment we talked.
I really haven’t had the chance to
tell you how I feel and you know I
want us to be more than friends.
To My Valentine:
Ms. Jessica Cwiak,
There is an Italian painter named
Carletti. He defined beauty. He
said it was the summation of the
parts working together in such a
way that nothing needed to be
taken away, added, or altered,
and that’s you. You’re beautiful. I
love you. Marry me!
Love, Your Secret Admirer
Collected by Robin Kennedy
and Alan Cail
To My Valentine: My BFF,
Love you, gurl.
From, Reginae Jordan

veryone seems to
make a big deal out
of Valentine’s Day and where to
go with their partner, so here’s a
review of three special places to
go out with your loved ones.
Grand Lux Café has an
eclectic menu offers extraordinary variety and selection,
with flavor profiles ranging
from Tahi, Malaysian and Carribbean, to classic American
and European specialties.
They are open until 11:30 p.m.
The prices are reasonable and
the most popular Grand Lux is
located in downtown Chicago,
600 North Michigan Avenue.
“I think Grand Lux has
some delicious cookies,”
sophomore Linda Bennet said.
“Those are the most talked
about sweets they have. I never
leave without getting a dozen.”
A lovely horse and carriage ride can always woo a
girl over. The perfect place to
find one would be on Michigan Avenue, downtown. A
30-minute ride will run you
around $40, and the price
can go as high as $100 for a
longer trip.

“I’ve been on a carriage
ride before when I was like 11-12
years old,” sophomore Cyan
Loyd said. “It would be nice, but
I wouldn’t want my boyfriend to
take me there.”
Carriages are allowed on
Michigan Avenue after 7 p.m.
daily . They have operational
temperatures they consist of 24
to 89 degrees Fahrenheit. Prices
are for up to four persons, not
each one. Carriages are the width
of a back seat of an economy car.
Pay-box street parking is available throughout the area as well
as self-park garages. The closest
self-park garage is located at 111
E. Pearson Street. They also have
group packages for date nights.
Date Night, $145, is a 1-hour Cardinal’s mansion ride (the archbishop’s Victorian mansion was built
in 1885), plus a dozen roses.
“I wouldn’t want him to take
me on one because the previous
one I went on the horse pooped
and I kept thinking about that,”
Loyd said. “I don’t know why.”
Now, the Opacity Estate
is a different kind of restaurant.
Opacity itself means the degree to
which light is not allowed to travel
through. Did you guess it? That’s
right. You’re served your food and
have to eat blindfolded! Tickets
are $80 with a $5.39 fee and must

be purchased online.
Dinner reservations are at
8:00 p.m. and they do not accept guest after 8:15 p.m. This
is a weekly event every Friday:
8 p.m. to 10 p.m.
At Opacity you’re sitting at
one big table with a group of
people guessing what you’re
eating.
“Ew,” Diamonie McCrimmon said. “How do you know
what you’re being served and
what if your server is ugly?”
This is not a casual place.
You should not come in any
casual clothing including: casual
jeans, shorts, sandals and/or flipflops, t-shirts, or tank-tops. They
encourage fashion-forward and/
or trendy evening wear. Dress
to impress. You may get a little
messy though, take into consideration that you don’t know
or can’t see what you’re eating.
You must keep your blindfold on
the entire time.
They’re located at 433
West Superior Street.
“This sounds like a fun
place I’d love to try, but I
doubt it’s a good place for
teenagers,” sophomore Daius
Smith said. “It seems more
classy and grown up, but I’d
definitely want to go here with
my girlfriend.”

St. Valentine’s Day has different meaning to many
By Brittani Shade

L’

amour Est Dans
L’air! Valentine’s
Day is near, and many people
throughout the world are
preparing to celebrate the day
with their significant other.
Its original meaning is
pretty sketchy, but the modern
day tradition; receiving teddy
bears, boxes of chocolates,

heart shaped candies, cute cards,
and spending time together is
what people are looking forward
to celebrating.
“I feel that Valentine’s Day
is a day for love,” senior Thomas
Huff said. “Me and my girlfriend
have a lot planned for that day, so
I can’t wait.”
The holiday may have different meanings to most people,
or no meaning at all. But it all
depends on that person’s attitude

towards showing their love and
affection.
“I’m not looking forward
to it,” senior Mia Jacobs said.
“It’s just a day. Your boyfriend
or girlfriend, or husband or
wife, should make you feel
special every day.”
Some say that Valentine’s
Day is for the women in their

Please turn to page 12 for
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Momentum increases to raise minimum wage
By Anaja Smith
and Bashia Powell

M

any teens are looking
forward to getting a
job to have their own money and
financial independence. Although
that it’s a good thing, the pay may
not be worth it.
President Barack Obama, in
his State of the Union address last
month, will unilaterally increase the
minimum wage for workers under
new federal contracts to $10.10
an hour, from $7.25, in an effort to
build momentum for a minimum
wage hike for all Americans.
Over the past couple of
years, Illinois’ minimum wage has
been $8.25 an hour, increasing
only 50 cents from 2011.
More recently, Huffingtonpost.com, an American news and
blog site, mentions that 13 states
are going to increase their minimum wage excluding Illinois; the
increase is set to happen this year.
“Ten states have tied their
minimum wages to the index,
guaranteeing that they rise with
the cost of living each year,”
Huffingtonpost reports. “Other
states, such as New Jersey and
Connecticut, passed legislation in
2013 that will nominally raise their
minimum wages.”
The increase in wages affects
people already working in minimum wage.
“Firms will hire less people to
pay them more, or more workers
for a lower wage,” said James
Adducci, an economics teacher.
Some find it unfair that other
states get to increase their minimum wage and not Illinois.
“I get paid $8.25,” said Londyn Durley, senior and employee
of McDonalds. “I’m not okay with
getting paid that because I deserve more; plus, after taxes, my

Teens, parents need
to fight bullying
By Gerrick Jones

T

This chart from The public policy blog of the American
Enterprise Institute shows the rate at which teenagers are
jobless and the rate at which minimum wage increase.
check really doesn’t do anything
for me.”
Even though getting taxes
taken out of one’s check is inevitable, teens don’t actually know
what it goes towards.
“The taxes are going towards
social security, health care, and
financial aid,”Durley said.
Some people feel that the minimum wage is not sufficient enough
at all. According to one blue collar
worker, the cost of living is so high
that minimum wage isn’t cutting it.
“The cost of living in Illinois is
so high, even as a single person,
you wouldn’t be able to live
sufficiently,” Trina Morris, a CTA
operator said. “In order to live
sufficiently on minimum wage,
you would need public assistance
and most teens have so much
pride it won’t work.”
President Obama proposed
raising the minimum wage to nine
dollars an hour in his 2013 State
of the Union Address. However,
the next day House Speaker John
Boehner said Republicans in the

House wouldn’t support that proposal because it would hurt small
businesses and kill jobs.
“Teens work for less income
because they don’t have as much
education and experience sometimes,” Morris said.
Some economists even
believe minimum wage should
be abolished altogether; in other
words, businesses would be able
to pay one dollar or seven dollars
per hour if they wanted.
Most would argue that one
cannot make a living and support
a family on a minimum wage job.
Raising the minimum wage to
$10.10 or more will definitely help
some people trying to support a
family, but it will hurt the business
that holds almost all minimum
wage positions.
“I have mixed feelings about
that because you want people
to have livable wage, but at the
same time, that would throw people into unemployment,”Adducci
said. “It affects the unskilled. Doctors, lawyers are not affected.”

Winter blooms new love
By Jada Long
and Alan Cail

aunting and
aggressive teasing
have long been seen as
unpleasant, yet a rite of
adolescence, until a string of
suicides by bullied students
raised awareness of the
destructive consequences.
While some dismiss bullying
as a common but brief
experience, the Internet has
made the problem worse.
Some say that the internet has made bullying more vicious and lethal. It is dire now
because it’s online. People
are anonymous and they say
awful things and are not held
accountable. The internet has
taken bullying from a relatively
personal small experience to
a potentially global worldwide phenomenon. Kids don’t
always realize the permanence
of posting something online. It
never goes away and many --possibly millions of people can
view it. This makes it that much
harder for a person to simply
“get over it.”
As society becomes more
aware of the bullying young
people face, adults are aiming
to eliminate, or at least curb,
bullying by urging parents to
teach their children to face
down such behavior.
Parents need to be more
involved in order to eliminate
bullying in our society. “Kids
need to know that as parents
you won’t tolerate bullying. As
a society, we must do more to
reach out to victims and help
them heal.
In order for bullying to
stop, everyone must pitch
in and be proactive. Young
people have more power than
they realize, but are often clueless about how to use it.

One idea to help curb bullying, is to have a set of set of
rules in place for when bullying
happens raising the idea that
if witnesses know what to do,
they can take various steps,
such as moving the victim away
from the situation or reporting
the treatment to an adult, to
stop the bullying.
“Parents talk to their kids
about drugs, sex, drinking and
driving,” senior Ryen Jamrock
said. “But they are not always
proactive about bullying.”
Eighty percent of high
school students see bullying
behavior firsthand at least
weekly, according to research
by DoSomething.org, a national nonprofit group that involves
teenagers with civic activities
and social change. But parents
are less aware of the frequency,
with only about 50 percent
realizing that bullying occurs
routinely, according to the
organization’s findings.
They want to help, but
don’t know how, it’s important
to have talks and to teach your
kids how to be more than a
bystander.
According to Communispace, a market research
firm, parents of school-age
children found it “compelling,
unexpected and encouraging”
to empower their child to act
against bullying.
If parents need help or
information about bullying, the
web site stop bullying.gov, by
the Department of Education,
is a great place to start. The site
provides adults with tips, like
warning signs or ways to assess
questionable behavior, to teach
children how to handle bullying.
Parents are still influential.
The message we want to get
over now is that bullies are not
cool; they’re jerks. And you can
do something about it.

Many see success
in foreseeable future

L

ove is more appealing
to couples in the
winter rather than the summer
is what we seem to believe,
but statistics show something
otherwise. According to
study in 2011 only 23 percent
of relationships end in the
summer and 38 percent occur
in the winter. We asked a few
seniors about how they felt
on the subject of relationships
in the winter opposed to the
summer.
“Love in the winter is
different than love in the
summer,” senior Kiari Jenkins
said. “It’s more relaxing to love
someone in the winter than in
the summer.
Seasons appear to
change people’s view.
“I don’t know why, but in
the summer, I just want to be
free,” senior Jaquan Kilgore
said. “You get to have freedom to go out in the summer.
In the winter, it’s cold and you
can cuddle with your significant other.”
Many people don’t believe in relationship period.
“I don’t really think it’s a

SPORTS

By Jessica Jackson

M

It’s normal to find a relationships to blossom during the cold
winter weather. Its depressing to snuggle up to the fireplace by
oneself, so winter is the perfect time to find a new loved one.
such thing as love,” Mekiel Banks
said. “I really don’t believe in all
that stuff. I’m just nonchalant.”
People really have different
opinions.
“I always break up with my
girlfriend during the summer,”
Devon Jones said. “I’m gonna
get back with her this month. I’ll
always love her in December.”
Many people are in relationships for the wrong reasons.
“Yes, I am in a relationship,”
senior River Bonds said. “I think
people jump into winter relationships because it’s a means for

comfort. Cold weather is often
associated with loneliness and
people feel the need to jump
into meaningless relationships
to keep ‘keep them warm’ during the winter But it’s a simplistic
mindset I like being in a relationship in the summer and winter
because I actually like him. Also,
summer is where many single
females seek attention from
males by doing things they typically wouldn’t do in winter.”

Please turn to page 13 for
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any students
wonder about what
their future will hold for them,
contemplating whether or not
success can be realized.
Some students wonder if success can really be reached nowadays in society, since it’s tough
during these economic times.
Some see themselves with a
professional degree in 15 years.
“I should have my PhD by
then,” said Donald Harvey, a
junior.
However, in order to get to
that expensive training, Harvey
said he will serve in one of the
military branches.
“Working as a commissioned
officer in the U.S. Air Force,” he
said.
The medical field is a good
one to pursue.
“I will be going to college
immediately after high school to

pursue either being a pediatrician
or an orthopedic surgeon,” said
Alex Glenn, a junior.
Success has different meanings for different people.
“True success is something
achieved when a person has
received a point of [happiness]
in their life. If you aren’t satisfied,
then you haven’t reached success,” Harvey said.
Glenn delivered a similar
sentiment.
“The true meaning of success
is not only having money, but being comfortable and happy with
the lifestyle that you have,” Glenn
said.
But doing so will take effort
and hard work.
“Success is something everybody wants, but can’t succeed at
trying to achieve it,” said Tammy
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Students voice their opinions
High school friends often come and go
on the antiquated notion of
double standards
By Ja’Quan Kilgore
and Briana Simmons

By Zakiyyah Smith

D

ouble standards.
Everyone knows what
they are, but does everyone
agree with this? What are some
double standards? Are double
standards necessary? Are
double standards justifiable? In
most cases we are given a male
viewpoint on the topic, but this
time we are going to get some
feedback from the female point
of view.
“Certain double standards
are justifiable, senior Shebly
Hubbard said, “such as men being chivalrous because it gives
women a sense of safety. Ones
that shouldn’t exist are abuse,
as far as domestic, like women
shouldn’t be able to beat men

and not expect any repercussions.”
Men shouldn’t be able to
blurt out sexist remarks to women
and men shouldn’t think that
women have housewife responsibilities. Duties such as cooking,
cleaning, and being loyal to each
other can be shared.
“Double standards exist
because things have been expected to be a certain way since
the beginning of time,” Whitney
Young Magnet freshman Akilah
Smith said.
Standards are acceptable or
justifiable in society because it is
somewhat of discrimination.
“Double standards exist

Please turn to page 13 for
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Lack of sleep is
a big problem for teens

B

etween the ages of
14 and 18, teenagers
grow and mature an substantial
amount. They find out who
they are, and who they want to
become. Such changes affect
the friendships teenagers will
have, are building, and past
friendships as well.
Teenagers lose and gain
more friends as they progress
throughout their high school
years, as a result of them maturing into the adults they want to
become. The number of friends
a person has changes significantly throughout the four years
spent in a high school.
“The number of friends I
had decreased greatly [since
freshman year],” senior Oriana
Hondras said. “As the years
went by, I started to see everyone’s true colors. Everybody
became less trustworthy or we
just drifted apart.”
The most common reason
for loss in friends is change.
Some people grow and progress and become good people,
making their change for the
better. Other people become
negatively influenced over the
years, causing the change to

seem as though it’s for the worse
to those who know them best.
“I think [change] is like a
50/50 thing,” Hondras said.
“Some changed for the better,
maturing and becoming more self
oriented. Some changed for the
worst, changing themselves to
become part of different groups
and distanced themselves from
others.”
Other teenagers gain friends
during their time spent in high
school. They grow prosper, gain
confidence and branch out. They
become more social and meet
new people whom they build a
stronger bond with.
“I have more friends now,”
senior Courtney Jones said. “I
stayed to myself a lot [freshman
year], never really went outside
of my friend group. Now it’s like,
why not? I actually made a few
good friends because I went outside of my friend group.”
Senior Robin Kennedy, has
also made more friends as she
progressed though high school.
“I have more friends now,”
Kennedy said, “because freshman year, I didn’t really need
any friends. I had one group of
friends, so I really didn’t talk to
people outside that group, but
as the years went on I decided
to explore new options and be
friends with other people and

here we are with a new set of
friends.”
Preparing to leave for
post secondary education
isn’t easy. Saying good-bye is
even harder. Going to different colleges as your closest
friends isn’t easy. Not knowing
if that person will be the same
person you knew for so many
years when you meet again is
scary. College is a test some
friendships cannot withstand.
“I think the majority of
[my friendships will fade] but
I have a few strong ones that
I can see lasting throughout
college,” Hondras said.
Whether gaining or losing
friendships, majority of people
have one close friends they
can always depend on. That is
their best friend. Many believe
that their best friend will
always be there. Some view
that person as a part of them.,
and a part of their life that
they want to forever remain
the same. Some haven’t even
imagined the possibility of losing that person.
“[Losing my best friend]
would change my personality,”
said Nick Irvin, the boys varsity
basketball coach and security
guard, “but at the end of the
day, you have to take the good
with the bad.”

More Americans are giving up on a meat diet
Ason Blankson
and Jabarie Ben. Yisrael

N

Today’s generations is known as the technology age.
Almost every teenager that can afford it has a cellphone, a
tablet,and/or a laptop. These new age gadgets cause teens
to be constantly entertained. Sleep suddenly just doesn’t
seem as important.
By Bryana Beasley
and Raven Carr

H

ave you ever stayed
up late doing
homework, watching TV or
just on social media networks,
resulting in and having only a
few hours of sleep?
Teens need about 9 ¼
hours of sleep each night to
function best, researchers from
The National Sleep Foundation have reported, based on
their studies.
Most teens do not get
enough sleep – one study
found that only 15 percent
reported sleeping 8 ½ hours
on school nights.
You might see it all over
you peers’ faces when you go
to school in the morning or in
the classrooms, seeing your
peers with their heads down
or sleep.
Researchers also suggested that students who don’t get
the maximum hours of sleep
required feel moody, look as
tired as they feel and don’t
perform well in the classroom.
“I feel super-lazy and
don’t want to go to school,”
Lindblom Math and Science

junior Jada said.
Worse yet, social media
may be a contributing factor. A
study done by UC San Diego
and Harvard found that teens
who message and use social
sites before sleeping are more
likely to have trouble sleeping.
The study also concluded
that those sleeping with
phones near their bed or under
their pillow might be woken by
alerts from social networking
apps. This means that teens
may be woken from extremely
important sleep and may be
unable to return. Research
shows that teenagers need a
minimum of 9 hours of sleep,
and having a phone present,
which may wake them, is detrimental to this rest.
It’s apparent that mostly all
students who don’t go to sleep
at an appropriate time every
night wake up feeling groggy,
or even angry when they get to
school in the morning.
“Not getting enough
sleep or having sleep difficulties can lead to aggressive or
inappropriate behavior such as

Please turn to page 13 for
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ot eat meat? No way,
not me, is typically
the reaction by a vast majority of
Americans.
However, the population of
those who just say no is small but
growing.
A 2008 study entitled, “Vegetarianism in America” by Vegetarian Times (vegetariantimes.com),
suggests that 3.2 percent of U.S.
adults, or 7.3 million people, follow a vegetarian-based diet.
Approximately 0.5 percent,
or 1 million, of those are vegans,
who consume no animal products
at all. In addition, 10 percent
of U.S., adults, or 22.8 million
people, say they largely follow a
vegetarian-inclined diet.
“I’m not opposed to it,” social
science teacher James Fitzgerald
said. “I think, overall, it’s a good
idea. I did it once for 40 days.
It was really easy, until I went to
watch a hockey game with my
friends, who ordered a big plate of
chicken wings. I did not [eat any.]
I lasted all 40 days. I grew-up in
a meat eating family and it’s just
something that I haven’t given up.”
Pride is taken in being a vegetarian, and people like economics teacher James Adduci, who has
been a vegetarian for years, feel
that eating meat is disgusting.
“[I haven’t eaten meat] since
I think the ‘70s,” Aducci said.
“Once you kind of stop it--stop
eating meat--you don’t really miss
it. I didn’t really like it growing upI didn’t eat a lot of it as a kid.”
It has been argued that vegetarians don’t get enough of the
necessary nutrients their bodies
need to function. ProCon says

that, although this is true and two
in every three vegetarians are B12
deficient, there are some vegetarian diets that the American Dietetic
Association say can meet protein
requirements. Books like “The
Vegetarian Myth” by Lierre Keith, a
former vegan, argue that choosing
to be a vegetarian or vegan can
cause more harm than good.
In Keith’s book, she states
that modern factory farming, a
fairly young practice, is not the
only way to raise animals. She
states that the best way to do
good is to rather boycott these
practices rather than opting to
become a vegetarian or vegan.
Another study indicates it
truly is a healthy way to live. Going meatless gives vegetarians a
32 percent lower heart disease
risk than non-vegetarians, a British study found, offering further
proof that eating meat can be
hazardous to health.
The study, published in The
American Journal of Clinical
Nutrition, involved 44,561 people
enrolled in the European Prospective Investigation into Cancer and
Nutrition (EPIC)-Oxford Study,
which began in England and Scotland in 1993. Researchers sought
to compare a range of diets and
their impact on overall health,
and 34 percent of all participants
were vegetarians.
However, finding a restaurant
that specializes in this type of cuisine
isn’t easy to find. There are only
around 20 vegetarian/vegan restaurants in or near Chicago. Being a
vegan, to some, is understandable,
whereas vegetarians don’t have a
valid reason to do what they do.
Others, however, feel that
having a vegetarian friend can
bring on an uncanny adventure.
“I think it would be kind of

fun because I haven’t really been
around the city often,” senior Julian
Grissett said. “Just to explore and
find a new place to eat will be fun.”
The all vegetarian diet is not
always understood. The purpose
of it is lost in some or it just
doesn’t make sense.
“I’ll be honest; I don’t even
understand the concept of it,”
English teacher Gerald Winston
said. “I understand being a
vegan or veganism more than any
vegetarianism, ‘cause veganism
actually stand behind something,
‘cause they won’t eat any product
that comes from an animal,”
“Vegetarians still eat cheese
which comes from an animal, so
I’m not too sure why vegetarians
do what they do. Vegans, I totally
understand and stand behind
them. They have conviction.”
It is suggested that more
vegetarian and vegan eateries be
added to Chicago.
“I think the city is more
accepting to vegetarians and vegans than the suburbs and country,
“but I don’t think there’re enough
places that have vegan food,”
Grissett said. “Just trying to find
them and explore the city is just
as good. [If there were to be a petition to make more vegetarian/
vegan places, I would sign it.]”
With only 5 percent of the
American population (about 16
million people) that consider
themselves vegetarians and only
two percent of the American
population (about six million
people) that consider themselves
vegans, it’s hard to see and/or
predict the future of veganism
and vegetarianism.
“I don’t really care about what
they do or what they eat,” Grissett said. “As long as they eat and
they’re healthy, it’s their preference.”
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Few plans made to celebrate Black History Month
By JaQuan Kilgore
and Brianna Simmons

“T

his being Black
History Month,
I would like to ask people to
celebrate the similarities and not
focus on the difference between
people of color and not of color.”
--Lynne Swan, American
former professional football
player, sportscaster, and current politician and part owner
of the Arena Football League
team, the Pittsburgh Power
Students and staff members
have been coming up with ways
to get students involved in this
year’s Black History Month. Last
year, former African American
Literature teacher Faith Pledger
coordinated a “Living Wax Museum” with students who portrayed
various historical African American people who contributed

greatly to society.
Alvin James, an African
American history teacher, has
ways to get students involved
and teach them more about their
culture.
“We are talking about having a tribal contest and we are
planning advance for the school
year cumulating the big, like a
performance type in the auditorium,” James said. “I think we
can do more, in fact, I always felt
as a predominantly black school
we shouldn’t limit our self to
Black History Month, we should
be about black history every day
we have school because it our
history.”
African American lit teacher
Carletha Whitfield feels that resources play a large role in teaching students about their heritage.
“I think the offerings are
limited, but I think that’s just as
a society we use the month of
February to focus on black history,
which it should be something that

we should be interested in learning year round,” Whitfield said.
“I think there are so many opportunities for students to learn.
First of all, we need to tap into
community resources; a lot of it is
depending on school funding, so
opportunities may be limited for
field trips.”
There is a significant lack of
knowledge of the African American heritage. Students think they
know so much, but it’s surprising
how little they actually know.
“Our school already has a
rich history with African Americans that have come through our
school, graduate, and go on to
do great things that most of our
students or staffs are unaware
of,” James said. “I don’t think students know much about slavery or
even Martin Luther King. I am the
African American lit teacher, and
I am surprised by how little our
students really know. They think
they know so much, but they really don’t. I think we should try to

find some creative ways throughout the year always pushing the
African American history and
culture.”
Students feel that as a
predominantly African American school, we should not only
know more about our roots, but
do more to celebrate our background, and where we come
from.
“Yes, I do believe our school
is doing enough to show students

Some observe Black History
Month in a variety of ways
By Anaja Smith
and Bashia Powell

M

artin Luther King Jr.,
Malcolm X, Rosa
Parks, and Madam C.J. Walker,
are some of the first people we
think about when approaching
Black History Month. These
people have significantly
impacted the African American
society, even to this day.
Black History Month is celebrated in February to acknowledge all the powerful African
Americans who paved the way
for us to live a better life.
“I think it’s a great time
to recognize our ancestors
and the people that got us
where we are today as African
Americans,” said Shauntel
Steels, a senior. “I think we
should celebrate it more so
that we’re all educated and
informed on what is going on
in the present and what really
happened in the past.”
Blacks all over the country
celebrate this month in a way
significant to us because we
all are in some way descendants of Africans.
“I celebrate Black History
Month by taking my son to
the DuSable Museum and
Field Museum to visit their African exhibits,” English teacher Yonakish McGhee said. “My
family and I relate stories of
family members from our past
and we do a family tree. Right
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about African American history,
the message is being thrown
out there, [but] it is up to us the
students to take it,” said Essence
Harris, Student Council vice president. “I feel like there needs to
be more African American history
courses offered to enhance our
knowledge on our history, and
there need to be lessons on [less]
famous African Americans who
also made a change, not the ones
that are talked about everyday.”

now, I’m constantly teaching
my son that his ancestors are
from Africa.”
Those who celebrate the
month, actually have a favorite
black historical figure who
they are looking forward to
read and talk about.
“I like Dr. Henry Louis
Gates because he does these
fascinating documentaries
on the Public Broadcasting
Station [PBS] channel and
he studies the Trans Atlantic
Slave trade,” McGhee said.
“He compares the likeness of
black people from the North,
South Americas, and the Caribbean’s culture. He says that
black people are dispersed
all throughout the world,
but they tie back to Africa
and that many still haven’t
changed that much.”
Tyshay Russell, a senior,
has a more common favorite
black historian.
“Martin Luther King Jr. is
my favorite because he has a
significant impact on [equality] and civil rights,” she said.
“That makes me feel appreciative and honored.”
In addition to February being the month where
African American contributors
are honored, there are actually
specific days all throughout
the year that does that too.
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ST. VALENTINE’S
continued from page 9

lives. So what do the men get?
The holiday known as “Sweetest
Day,” which is mostly celebrated
in the Midwest and Great Lakes
region on the third Saturday in
October, is said to be for the
men.
“I guess Sweetest Day could
be for the guys,” junior Daquan
Hoover said. “But I’ve never celebrated it. Whatever makes your
guy feel special.”
This holiday comes with not
only the gifts, but the outfits as
well as spending the day with
your partner. The young, spoiled,
technology-powered generation
of today gives people an idea
of how they express their love
through what they wear. The ideal
Valentine’s Day outfit varies from
couple to couple.
“My ideal outfit would be
a red-fitted dress to show off,”
junior Larie Strong said. “That
should be every young woman’s
outfit to choose.”

Then comes the couple date
night. Movie theaters, restaurants,
arcades, and stores are all packed
with young-and-in-love couples
waiting to spend some time and
money with their “shnookums.”
Unique date night ideas are also
thought of.
“My ideal date would be a
surprise dinner downtown by the
lakefront,” Strong said. “Just us,
with flowers and gifts and music.
That would be perfect.”
But how expensive is your
love for your partner? According
to WebProNews.com, in 2011,
$1.7 billion was spent on flowers,
and $3.4 billion on dinner in the
U.S. It is said that the numbers
would probably double by V-Day
2014.
“I don’t know how much I’m
gonna spend on my girlfriend,”
junior Devonte West said. “If I
want to please my girl, I think I
have to go all out for her.”
Most teenagers earn their

money by working jobs. That hard
earned money goes into buying their boyfriend or girlfriend
a ‘more than nice but a little less
than extravagant’ gift. But is this
really worth it?
Adults lecture teens about
the choices they make and how
it takes a mature mindset and
experience to really know what
true love is.
“I mean, our parents have
gone through that phase of
puppy love,” junior Alexandra
Glenn said. “As teens, we are
going to admit that we love that
other person and people have
their own different definitions of
love. It shouldn’t matter, to an
extent.”
St. Valentine’s Day is just another day to spend a lot of money
and be with that person you love.
It comes with its perks and downfalls just like any other holiday.
“It’s a holiday to show love,”
Glenn said. “So let’s just show it.”

Winter weather brings nothing
but more time to ‘chill’
By Byron Patterson

C

hicago Public
Schools (CPS) closed
down the district for four days
in January due to the recently
dangerously cold weather
conditions.
Schools were being closed
all around the region students
safe from the the bitter cold
temperatures, so cold, in fact
that Governor Pat Quinn declared Illinois a state disaster.
However, some students
were still able to move around
the city and do fun, meaningful
things with others during this
chilly disaster.
“Those two additional
days added onto our winter
break was so much love,” said

Turon Turner, a senior. “I was
still able to leave my house and
go spend time with some of
my family on the first day. My
mom took me out to eat then
a little shopping, I just had to
make sure I was bundled up.
Felt as if I was going to war.
This reminds me of the days
school was closed due to that
snow storm in 2011.”
The subzero temps that
occurred were so bad that
people’s cars wouldn’t start
because their batteries had frozen. But some people still had
made sure they had a meaningful long weekends, even if it
meant staying in the house.
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Lots of great music to listen to on Valentine’s Day
By Diamond Sims

A

round the world on
February 14, there is
this day called St. Valentine’s Day.
Bears, candy, flowers, and gifts
are given to the beautiful, loved
women. It’s the girls’ day.
This day is supposed to be
romantic, loving, and memorable.
This holiday stirs up a bunch of
emotions. Now, I’m giving out the
best love songs. My Valentine’s
Day gift to you!
“I knew right then you were
the one. But I was caught up in
physical attraction, but to my
satisfaction. Baby you were more
than just a phase,” are some of
the lyrics in “If I Ever Fall in Love”
by Shai. This song reached number two on the Billboard Top 100
chart in 1992, and one week at

number one on the R&B chart.
“If I were to try to count the
ways you make me smile, I’d run
out of fingers before I run out of
timeless things to talk about,” is
a very popular lyric to “You Are
My Rock,” by Beyoncè. You are
my rock was on her album I Am…
Sasha Fierce.
How about this one: “I wish
that I could take a through our
mind, alright. And find emotions
that you always try to hide babe,
oh. I do believe that there’s a love
you wanna share, oh-oh. I’ll take
good care of you lady, have no
fear, oh. So I wanna know.” You
can just hear Joe’s voice.
“I Wanna Know” was the
lead single released from R&B
musician Joe’s third studio album,
My Name is Joe and from the
soundtrack to The Wood. It was

number two on the Hot R&B/Hip
Hop Single and Tracks Chart and
went on to be his third most successful hit in the U.S.
Then again, there’s “Until the
End of Time” by Justin Timberlake and Beyoncè, which was
released on November 13, 2007.
It was number three on the Hot
100.
My favorite part of the song
goes, “Cause if your love was all
I had in this life, well that would
be enough until the end of time.
So rest your weary heart and relax
your mind. Cause I’m gonna love
you girl until the end of time.”
Everyone knows this next
song. It goes like this… “I am in
love with you, you set me free,
I can’t do this thing called life
without you here with me. Cause
I’m dangerously in love with you.

WINTER LOVE
continued from page 10

Weather seems to make a
supposed impact.
“I think it’s the cold weather
that makes people feel some type
of way,” senior Courtney Jones
said. A lot of people are home a
lot during the winter; therefore,
they’re more vulnerable to loneliness and want somebody to be
there. In the summer, you’re able
to go out and enjoy those late
nights and spend time with more
people unlike in the winter I like
being in relationships, regardless

of the season.”
People also get hooked on
stereotypes.
“People follow the stereotypes too much in the winter and
want to be ‘cuddled up’ with a
significant other and they overlook actually loving the person
in the other seasons,” senior
Ashley Shorter said. “Being in a
relationship in the summer is fine,
too, because you can spend long
nights out and have someone
to go out with every day. There

are fewer relationships because
people want to have ‘freedom’ in
the summer.”
Genuine relationships are not
to be taken seriously, some say.
“I feel the whole season thing
is fake,” senior Brittney McMillion
said. “People just make it a big
deal now of days. I’m not in a relationship. People like being [with]
people in the winter and having
that sense of security when it’s
cold out. I don’t like relationships,
period. They are not for me.”

REACHING SUCCESS
continued from page 10

Russell, a junior. “Success is
something that you have to earn
through hard work and never giving up on yourself, so in the end
it rewards you for your hard work
which leads to success. Success
is the way out, it makes you strive
and look forward to the accomplishments or goals that you’ve
set. It’s the reward for all the hard
work you’ve done, it’s something
that makes life better.”

Making it to the top may take a
different path for different people.
“Everyone’s journey is different, but people need to first be
satisfied with their basic needs
then they adapt to their environment,” Harvey said. “Lastly, they
need to be able to look back and
be able to be happy with what
they have done.”
Similarly, Glenn said, “By
staying motivated and being

around people that will help them
stay on their path.”
Not giving up in the face of
adversity is key.
“One reaches true success
by always working hard and never
giving up,” Russell said, “no matter how difficult it may be.” She
added it’s important to be “Giving, because you give to receive,
[and] faith, because you always
have to believe in yourself.”

continued from page 10

ered the “rulers” of the world. No
double standards shouldn’t exist
because woman are just as valuable if not more valuable as men.
Everyone deserves to be treated
looked at and valued equally.
Double standards are no
longer justifiable in today’s world
because women now play the role
of “bread winner” which was traditionally a male role. And even
now, men take care of the family
which used to be the woman’s
job, so double standards have no
place in today’s world.
“Yes, they are justifiable in
some cases, senior Aliyah Simmons said, “such as men and
woman having the same number
of sexual partners. This one’s is
extremely justifiable because it
helps keep the world balanced
and controlled. Girls shouldn’t be
floosy like that. It just doesn’t look
good and it never will.”
Another senior said these
assumptions are common simply
because everyone has a unique
perspective on things.

group, The Temptations, had
a number one hit in 1965: “My
Girl.” The song was released
December 21, 1964.
“My Girl” climbed to the
top of the U.S. Pop charts after
its Christmas time 1964 release
making it the Temptations’ first
number one hit.
“I’ve got sunshine on a
cloudy day. When it’s cold outside
I’ve got the month of May,” generally are the lyrics everyone can
remember and sing along with.
The latest hit, “It Won’t Stop”
by Sevyn Streeter is outstanding.
“Every little thing you do, got me
feeling some type of way. When
you gimmie that thunder you

Please turn to page 14 for
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Love songs are popular with
some, but not all music lovers
By Londyn Durley
and Dana Anderson

M

usic comes in many
different genres
such as, country, pop, hiphop, and even, rock metal, but
when it comes to love songs, is
it just a cliché?
There are some people
who thinks yes love songs are
a cliché, but the minority will
argue that love songs are not
because not only does it speak
to your heart it tells a story
about life as they see fit.
“OMG, I love love
songs,” said Deidra Clark, a
high school freshman. “Who
doesn’t love them? They are
meaningful, and we should all
be able to relate to feeling this
way once in our lives. I couldn’t
live without love songs.”
From “Silly” by Deniece
Williams to “Love” by Keyshia

Cole, love songs have transitioned dramatically and have
changed the way people view
music, whether it is in a positive
way or negative way.
“I don’t care to hear love
songs,” said Jaquan Davis, a
10-year-old boy. “I would rather
hear rap music and music about
clothes and cars. I’m too young
to relate top love songs.”
Love songs have been
around for ages and have yet
to come to a close. There are
ways more love and break up
songs than there are any other
song. One recent love song is
“It Won’t Stop,” by Chris Brown
and Sevyn Streeter.
“I’d rather hear a love
song,” 43-year-old Eugene
Clark said, “than to hear all
the bashing man song that the

Please turn to page 14 for
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DOUBLE STANDARDS
because they set the bar for how
ladylike a girl should be and how
masculine a boy should be most
of the time,” senior Alexis Gale
said.
They can be justified in
society in the sense of mortality.
Like the right and wrong a person
can do before they’re judged
negatively.
“I don’t think double standard should exist unless they are
defining gender based responsibilities,” senior River Bonds said.
As far as superior versus
inferior double standards, or
choosing between right and
wrong, everybody should be held
to the same standard. They are
not justifiable in any instance, but
not often will it say it is okay if it
works in their favor
“Double standards exist
because more value is placed on
men due to the traditional way
of life people can’t seem to get
away from,” senior Briana Simmons said.
Men are still often consid-

I’ll never leave, just keep loving
me the way I love you loving me.”
Ahhh, that’s the Queen B, also
known as Beyoncè.
“Dangerously in Love” was
first recorded by Destiny’s Child.
The song later became the title of
Beyoncè’s debut album. “Dangerously in Love 2” won a Grammy
Award for Best Female R&B Vocal
Performance at the 46th Grammy
Awards on February 8, 2004. It
was recorded in 2002.
“Is it real, what I feel, could
it be, you and me till the end of
time, never apart, take my heart,
hold it tight, it’s true love you
know I gotta be,” are lyrics written by the twins of Jagged Edge,
and reached number 11 on the
R&B Charts and number 23 on
the Hot 100.
The 1960s R&B legendary

“These exist because people
are inherently different,” Dajiah
Carter said.
Some are justifiable, for
example, adults and minors don’t
have the same rights for maturity
reasons.
“Double Standards are
dumb,” Brittney McMillion said.
“Why should there be boundaries
on what men and women can do
because of society. I say forget
double standards and do as you
please.”
Others say it’s because of a
self-assurance.
“Double standards exist
because there are boys in our
age group who lack confidence
and feel as if they have to seek
things from more than one place
and they feel as if it makes them
more of a men,” senior Ashley
Shorter said. “There shouldn’t be
any double standards that should
exist because that’s just making
excuses for wrong actions by boys
or girls, a majority of the time [it’s]
boys.”

yelling at your friends or being
impatient with your teachers or
family members,” Sleep Foundation researchers added.
Also, not getting enough
sleep can be dangerous or
harmful, sometimes leading to
stress and depression.
Sleepiness can damage
your judgment, and also your
safety, Most people who don’t
get enough sleep don’t realize
the toll that it takes on their
mental health. Many just think
sleep is a luxury. And know
that it makes them feel better
and worse when they don’t
get enough sleep. But sleep
improves learning, memory,
and insight as well.
“When I don’t get enough
sleep on a school night or in
general, I feel really exhausted,
weak, unfocused, and restless and unprepared as well,”
Robeson High School senior
Jihad Roundtree said.
Researchers found that
poor sleep makes learning
difficult, sleep deprivation af-

fects your ability to learn in two
ways, not focusing as well making it difficult to retain information and making it where you
can’t learn.
As for memory, which is
essential to learning. There is a
difference between getting the
amount of sleep you can get by
on and the amount you need
to function correctly. There are
also many other effects that can
happen to you due to lack of
sleep, such as risk of accidents,
frequent colds and infections,
weight gain, increased risk of
diabetes, heart disease, and
other health problems.
Sleeping in on the weekends isn’t enough. Try and get
more hours of sleep during the
week.
So the next time you feel
like you cannot focus, and
your work performance isn’t so
good, try to consider getting a
good nights rest so you can go
to school prepared and ready
to learn new and maybe even
exciting things.
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TUNES FOR VALENTINE’S
continued from page 13

make my summer rain.” Wow!
She killed it in this song.
The song went to number
4 on the US R&B chart, number
nine on the US R&B/Hip Hop chart
and 30 on the US charts. “It Won’t
Stop was released May 22, 2013.
“Let me fill your heart with
joy and laughter. Togetherness,
well that’s all I’m after. Whenever
you need me, I’ll be there. I’ll
be here to protect you, with an
unselfish love I respect you, just
call my name and I’ll be there.”
Jackson Five’s “I’ll Be There” was
released August 28, 1970. It held
the number one position on the
Billboard Pop Singles Chart for

five weeks from October 17 to
November 14.
“With You” by Chris Brown
was released November 19, 2007.
The song reached number two on
the Billboard Hot 100 and number one on the U.S Pop Songs
chart. “I’m into you, and girl, no
one would do. ‘Cause with every
kiss and every hug, you make me
fall in love.” If you say that to your
girl, I bet you she’ll smile. Ha-ha.
Now that you have the songs
to set the mood, you should decide what your plans are going to
be. If you don’t have a date, go to
a party--there’s someone out there
for you. Happy Valentine’s Day!

LOVE SONGS

continued from page 13

women make now-a-days. Every
time I look up I see a woman
singer say how the guy did her
wrong, like women don’t do men
wrong. That’s not right. Why
would I want to hear that? It’s
like they put us all in the same
category. Do I love ‘love songs’?
Yes, I do because it’s better than
the bashing garbage.”
Love songs, even though
they’re obviously about love, they
all have a different meaning, such
as some can be about heartbreak,
expressing your love for someone,
and even intimacy. Love songs can
be expressed through artists like
Taylor Swift to Drake (songs which
are mostly about exes).
Love songs can aslo be
expressed passionately from artists
like Bruno Mars to Beyonce’, and
more deeply from artists like Adele.

Songs from these vocalists
can begin to make you feel special
about an ex, a lover, or maybe
even a crush or love interest.
“Love songs are a good way
to convey feelings of affection
and or attraction,” senior Brian
White said.
Ultimately, how a person
feels about love affects their
feelings about love songs. Many
teens experience this up-anddown love roller coaster, and
they become wrapped up in
love song lyrics, or hates hearing
them because it reminds them of
something
“Love songs remind me of
past relationships and sometimes
I get sad and angry,” senior
YataMek Radcliffe said, “so I’d
rather not listen to any love
songs. I dislike them.”

OBSERVING HISTORY
continued from page 12

“I’m happy that we’re going
to be out of school on January
20th because of Dr. Martin Luther
King’s birthday,” said Shatira
Smith, student at Carter G. Woodson Charter School. “He definitely
deserves that acknowledgment.”
Another person who gets a
day of acknowledgment is Abraham Lincoln. Although he wasn’t
black, he did help free slaves on
January 1, 1863 by his Emancipation Proclamation.
“Slavery was ‘an unqualified
evil to the negro, the white man,

REVIEWS

and the State,’” Lincoln is quoted
as saying in the 1850s.
Having a whole month to celebrate the good of our ancestors
is great, but there is hardly any
acknowledgment of it in schools
anymore.
“In grammar school, we used
to have fun because we used to
have assemblies and they would
act out black people and we had to
guess who they were,” Russell said.
“Also, we used to make posters
and decorate around the school,
but now we don’t do [anything].”
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Choosing the perfect prom dress
By Brandy Wilson

Y

ou made it to the last
year of high school, so
the big party at the end of the
year--prom--is one those seminal
events of a teen’s high school
experience before graduation
and what a hurrah they hope to
have in the dress, the tux, the
hair, the fancy car, the dates, the
friends, and the after-party.
Getting ready for prom
can be a hard task, with all the
preparation getting the dress,
type of hair style, shoes and
the accessories. Young women
feel under pressure because
they want everything to be
perfect. Ladies are wearing
colorful or shiny gowns, with
their dates in a matching tuxedo. Lots of women have their
own different style: Some like
long dresses, while other prefer short dresses, or Cinderella
dresses, or even tutus.
There are different places
to get prom dresses. Internet
searches, visits to local boutiques, or creating your own with
your own unique kind of style.
Any girl will tell you that
it’s important not to blend
in with the crowd, or worse:
someone wears the exact
same dress as you!
There are ways to prevent
that from happening most
girls go to the dress hot spot,
Peaches, where you can buy
a dress, put down the name
of the school you attend, and
they will put a stop on anyone
else attending your prom from
purchasing the same dress.
“I don’t have to worry
about someone body wearing my dress to prom,’’ senior,
Samantha Brown said. “My
mother is making my dress for

me for free, so I won’t have to pay
$400 for a dress that I’m going to
wear for one night.”
Shopping for dresses can
be exciting, but stressful as well.
There are so many different kinds
to choose from, and when choosing a dress, you want to make
sure that’s the right one for you.
Searching for “the one” is
easy, thanks to technology.
“The best way to look for
prom dresses is the Internet,
[looking] at different websites,”
senior Delaina Lindsey said.” Like
promgirls.com, Eric dresses, New
York dresses, and more. There
are so many to choose from, and
I think it cheaper to buy a dress
than rather making one.“
You have to spend money on
the material, fabric, cotton, and
rhinestones,” she added. “The
most I’m going to spend on my
dress is $400 to $500. I still have
to get it tailored, buy shoes, and
accessories. I would spend about
$600 for just my dress to be
completed, and that’s a lot. I want
to wear purple and white with a
bustier top, fitted and flared out
at the bottom.”
But not everyone can afford
a $500 to $700 dress. There is a
unique option for those low on
cash: The Glass Slipper Project.
The Glass Slipper Project
is a non-profit organization that
gives away free prom dresses and
accessories to high school juniors
and seniors in the Chicagoland
and surrounding areas. They collect new and almost-new formal
dresses and accessories and
provides them, free of charge, to
students who are unable to purchase their own prom attire.
However, it’s not a store, so
they don’t have regular hours or
anything. It’s basically a giveaway. Check out their website

(glassslipperproject.org) for the
days when they’ll be offering
the free dresses. In 2013, they
had three dates beginning in
April.
The worst nightmare you
can have is showing up to
prom in the same dress as another girl. The website CocoMyles.com an award-winning
site that lets you customize
your own prom dress. You get
to pick neckline, skirt hemline,
color, fabric and beading.
“I am going to buy my
dress but get some parts I
want to get customized to
make it look different,” senior
Reanna Harrison said. “I want
to incorporate my own designs
on my dress; it’s like my signature, so everyone can know
it’s mine. I have been waiting
on this for a very long time
and now that’s it’s finally here,
I have to show off me and my
date with our matching colors
and patterns.”
Looking for a dress can be
hard, but trying to get a date
can be even harder. Some
dates might not want to wear
the color or pattern as you and
sometimes they can change
their mind about attending
prom with you! It happens!
“I want [dress to show]
my back out to show off my
tattoos, fit me good to show
off my curves, and I want the
dress to have some black and
white with a little red,” senior
Ebony Johnson-Mathis said.
“I haven’t started looking for
a dress just yet, but my prom
date is okay with all the things
I decided thus far.”
Sometimes it’s better taking
someone from a different school,
that way you can make all the
decisions on what to wear.

OPINION: QUESTIONABLE DECISION
continued from page 2

decided to shut down eight
schools for good, parents
were allowed to say what’s on
their mind but what was said
wasn’t going to actually matter. The decision was made
and nothing was going to
change it.

When CPS announced that
it was up to parents to decide
whether to send their children
to school, it caused a problem
in the city. A spokesperson for
the Department of Health stated
that “if you can stay inside, stay
inside.”

So why and how long
was it going to take CPS to
comprehend that message?
Why is it that CPS claims that
they’re best interests are for
the students but in actuality
it’s for the checks that go into
their pockets?

OPINION: IT’S MY B-DAY

continued from page 12

continued from page 2

“I couldn’t go anywhere at all,
so I called to ask my boyfriend to
come over and chill with me both
of the extra days of break,” said
Jada Long, a senior. “Those two
days with me and my boyfriend
really meant a lot to me because
it showed that he really wanted to
see me because it was dangerously
cold. We chilled and watched nice
long movies all day till he left.”
A lot of couples used the two
days to be with one another and
spend quality time before school
had started back up. Days like
that are special to most people
and they just wanted to spend it
with their significant other.
People that chose not be all
cuddled up with somebody just
spent the days going to visit family members.
“My two days were fun
because I didn’t spend it in Chi-

cago,” said Hijrah Al’nurddin, a
senior. “I went to Missouri to visit
my grandma, and it was fun, and
I had a great experience. I saw so
many new things down there that I
have never seen back in Chicago.”
Then there were others who
just wanted to spend the day with
some good friends and have fun.
Maybe there wasn’t anywhere to
go, but there was always something to do in the house.
“The first day that they announced on the news saying we
don’t have school, my sister and
I instantly start planning what to
do,” said Erica Kelley, a senior.
“We had called our friends and all
decided to just to go to another
friend’s house and have some
fun. Once we all got together, we
decided to make breakfast, play
games, and do the snow challenge.”

turning the big 18. This year
my birthday celebration needs
to be spectacular and different.
You only turn 18 once right? Every year I do the same ol’ same
ol’. I need to spice it up a little.
Even though it’s not that much
to do in the winter time.
Many people don’t worry
about doing much for their
special day, but I do. Some
don’t even have a clue about
what they would like to do for
their day. I always have something planned even if it’s as
simple as going to dinner.
What you decide to do for
your day is entirely up to you and
depends on your individual personality. You have to ask yourself,
am I more of a public or private
person? Do I want a lot of peo-

ple or just a select few? Do I want
to be over the top or just simple?
Do I like partying or chilling? These
questions simply just help you figure
out your party preferences.
I enjoy the private events
with only a few of my closest
friends. To me it makes the event
more special and enjoyable.
You’re able to be yourself and just
have fun. You absolutely know
that the people that attend are
truly there for you.
Over the past years I threw
events that lasted the entire weekend. I rent hotel rooms, go out
to dinner, go to game rooms and
just enjoy the fun times. But now
I need something really exciting
and interesting. Maybe I’ll rent
out a party bus, go skiing, or go
indoor skydiving, something. My

birthday is fast approaching
and it’s so much to get done.
I need outfits, agendas,
invitations and so much more.
I love the whole idea of party
planning and making it an
event that will be unforgettable. My sweet 16 was downtown at a hotel and we had a
girls weekend. People might
think I did too much, but who
cares. I want the spotlight on
me and to be remembered for
having a successful party.
I always talk about what-ifs,
but this year it’s time to turn my
crazy thoughts into actions. I
want to do something original
and that nobody has heard of.
I want to get out of my comfort
zone and just worry about myself. It’s my birthday, you know?
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National Signing Day arrives today for football recruits
By Maurice Jones

M

any MP senior football
athletes have eagerly
been awaiting today, Wednesday,
February 5: National Signing Day.
National Signing Day is an
annual event wherein high school
football prospects around the
country sign their letters of intent,
officially announcing which college they will be attending. It also
allows for coaches to talk about
their incoming freshmen for the
first time, as it is an NCAA violation for them to refer to unsigned
players by name in public before
the paperwork is in.
The Senior Class of 2014 can
boast of having nine Division I
football recruits; the most of any
class in the past four years at MP.
The current crop of senior
football players has been through
it all. Each year since 2010, they
have had to get accustomed to a
new coaching staff. That can be
a challenge, but each year they
have made it to the playoffs being city championship runner-ups
in 2010 and 2014.
Seniors CB Dakota Reid, RB
Charles Bournes, OB/FS Timothy
Smith, SS Jevaughn Morgan, CB
Brandon Riley, LB Tahje Hartley,

LB James Jackson, DE/LB Jareem
Fleming, OL/DL Johnathan Harris,
LB James Jackson, and Marcel
Harrell (McHenry) have been on
the varsity squad since freshman
year and are all being highlyrecruited.
Practically each day during
December and January, two or
three coaches visited the school
nearly each day to meet the players and talk about the benefits of
coming to their schools.
National Signing Day was
scheduled to be held this morning, on February 5, and all the
players who haven’t committed
should by today. Throughout all
the hardships and playoff letdowns, these seniors have persevered through the distractions
and will continue their sports and
academic careers on the collegiate level.
Senior RB Charles Bournes
rushed for over 1000 yards the
past two seasons and was the
Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
runner-up for offensive player of
the year last season. He is getting
recruited by Norte Dame University, Missouri S&T, Farris State,
and Western Illinois.
When asked how has coach
Yates been helping him in his

recruitment process, he said,
“He has been helping me as far
as getting my highlight tapes,
transcripts and ACT score out to
different colleges.”
Senior LB Tahje Hartley is
the No. 50-ranked linebacker
in the state. He has been on an
official visit to Robert Morris, Concordia, and Wayne State on Dec.
14 where he recently committed.
Wayne State is a Division II school
in Detroit, Michigan. Before the
season, Hartley went to multiple
camps around the country to get
his talents recognized. He is still
getting recruited by multiple Division II schools and the University
of North Dakota where senior
OL/DL Johnathan Harris picked
up a full sports scholarship on
Jan. 23. When asked how he felt
about it, he said, “I’m so happy,
and my dad is going to be so
proud of me.”
Senior CB Brandon Riley has
a very versatile scouting report.
Not only is he a top prospect in
the state, he is an Illinois State
Scholar which makes him a very
prestigious candidate for colleges. His achievements have earned
him a spot on the Georgetown
University Hoyas football team.

Riley recently went on an official
visit to St. Cloud State in Minnesota where he earned a spot on
that team, too. He is also being
heavily recruited by Valparaiso,
Lehigh, Missouri S&T, Quincy,
and Illinois State. When asked if
the football recruitment doesn’t
work out for him, would he just
go to college for academics, he
responded, “I would be a walk-on
football player at U[niversity] of
Minnesota because my brother is
an assistant coach there.”
Senior DE/LB Jareem Fleming is currently being recruited by
No. 14-ranked Northern Illinois
University (NIU) and the University of North Dakota. He has an
official visit coming up for both
next month and plans to pick up
a scholarship. When asked where
would he go if both were to give
him a scholarship, he responded,
“I would go to NIU because they
have a better team and it’s closer
to home.”
Senior DB Jevaughn Morgan is being recruited by Navy,
Lindenwood and Carroll University. Morgan took one for the team
when he took the helm at QB at
the start of the season because
the starting QB was ruled ineli-

gible. This, unfortunately, took
away his reps at DB.
Head coach Wesley Yates
felt that these are some of the
best seniors he has ever coached.
He said that “these seniors all
deserve to go play Division I
football.” He has brought many
coaches to MP to meet with players and get them more exposure.
Senior QB/DB Timothy
Smith also stepped in to play QB
and earned a scholarship to Western Illinois at DB. He will go on
to Western Illinois to play with his
older brother who was a star DB
at Brooks. When asked if he will
take his brother’s spot at Western,
he said, “Hopefully we both can
be on the field together.”
Senior CB Dakota Reid was
also a Western Illinois committee
until he went on an official visit
to North Dakota State University (NDSU). After his visit, he
rescinded his commitment to
Western and go to NDSU. When
asked why, he said, “Western was
alright, but NDSU was better for
me and would provide more exposure to NFL scouts, and I also
liked the coaches, staff, players
and everything about NDSU.”

Bowling team cracks first-ever top 10 state finish
By Kendrick Wilson

T

he boys varsity bowling
team made an amazing
run in the IHSA state finals and
did what no other Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) team has ever done
in this state series: The team
placed among the top ten, 9th
out of 24 teams.
The road to state was also

a very easy road, and the team
knew it would be. These Mustangs
breezed by every other CPS team,
including Whitney Young, Gwendolyn brooks, and Lindblom.
The team went undefeated
throughout city, conference play,
placed first in regional competition, which led them to sectionals where they placed 2nd. This
runner-up finish allowed them to
compete in state.

The MP team was the only
predominantly African American
school to make an appearance at
the state finals, a fact which drew the
attention and admiration of many.
“Considering that isn’t our first
state appearance [in state competition] most teams knew who we
were,” senior Harold Barbee said.
“Most of us also participated in the
Junior Gold championships last
summer in Detroit.”

DEFENDING 3A CHAMPS
continued from page 16

and contributing 17 points in
the victory against Pershing,
that was just a tease of what
he had in store for the following match-ups. Beating his
own scoring records, Cunningham put up 37 points, 19
rebounds, and 4 blocks, in the
74-46 victory over TF South.
“This felt like nothing
but a dream come true,” said
Lamont Walker, senior, after

the victory against Simeon. “This
is what we’ve worked for, this is
what we spend nights in the gym
for: to be able to beat them on
their home court, to show and
prove that we are the best.”
After choosing to play at
their home school, and not at
Chicago State, Simeon was
beaten by the Mustangs, 58-55,
but this was only the second most
exciting thing to these Mustangs.

The first was that they were
the team that delivered the
Wolverines first home loss in
four years.
“[Going forward this]
season, we have so much more
in store,” said Coach Irvin. “We
have not showed our full capabilities just yet, but we will in
these upcoming games. We will
defeat and rip apart every team
that comes our way.”

Byron Lawson led the Mustangs
in scoring with a grand total of 2510
pins and a 44th individual finish overall; following him was Barbee.
On a personal note, the
team’s chemistry is great. We
do almost everything as a team.
Most of time we’re either playing
basketball or finding a party to
attend and turn up. One would
think the team are a tight-knit
group of blood brothers and “The

Big 3” (Harold, Byron, and me,
Kendrick), are the big brothers.
The bond this team has is
truly unbreakable and it will be for
years to come.
The boys will be knocking
those pins down at the city championships scheduled to be held
today at 3:30 p.m. at Bluebird
Lanes, and we know we will be
bringing back home a championship trophy!

Wrestling team places sixth
at city championship

AVOID LOST YEAR
continued from page 2

offered.
“At many schools, internships
are becoming a staple of senior
year, too,” the Post story tells.
“Jaleya Leonard, 17, said her
work at the World Bank taught
her a lot about time management
and gave her a push toward independence. The senior at School
Without Walls in Northwest Washington plans to attend Hampton
University in Virginia in the fall.”
High school is considered
“college preparatory,” however

students feel they are not focused
on their actual schoolwork.
“In reality, I just come to
school to come to school,” senior
Brittney McMillion said. “If I
could, I would just stay home or
leave early.”
Back in the good old days of
MP--well over a decade ago--students were allowed to come for
the classes needed and allowed
to leave right after their class was
over. Why has this privilege apparently been removed by CPS?

The district proclaims that with
the increase of violence, forcing students to stay in school for
an entire school day decreases
the possibility of harsh youthful
crimes.
“It’s not fair,” Jones said.
“CPS is so money-hungry that
they look at education as a
profit.”
Will something change? My
parents will be willing to let me
go off on my own when I’m ready.
Why won’t CPS?

(Above) Mustang
DeVante Williams is
recognized for taking first
place in the varsity city
wrestling championship
on January 26. (Inset)
Jaleel Hampton took
second place! MP took
sixth place, overall, as a
team. Chitunda Tillman
took third place, and Denzel Pennix took fourth place.
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Despite a few surprising losses,
defending 3A champs say best is yet to come
By Robin Kennedy
and Alan Cail

T

he boys varsity Mustangs
basketball team has been
on a road to riches this 201314 season, currently enjoying a
record of (13-4), and are working
hard and doing whatever it
takes to make it downstate to
play in the Illinois High School
Association (IHSA) basketball
championship again.
With inspiration from last
year’s previous championship, the
boys and head coach Nick Irvin,
have all been striving and working
hard to make that dream come
true again. There have been some
highs and lows, such as trading
wins and loses with rival Simeon
Career Academy and Bogan High
School, but these Mustangs are
prepared to fight to repeat.
“This season has been a little
rocky, but nothing that we can’t
recover from,” said Torry Johnson,
senior and captain. “We’ve been
down before, and we’ve come
back and won. If we can keep
doing that, and keep having the
same spirit and strength to win,
we’ll be back in Peoria for sure.”
Since losing to Bogan twice,
Stevenson, and University, these
Mustangs recognize they have no
more room for mistakes. Not being

Senior shooting guard and captain Torry Johnson makes a strong move to the basket over a Simeon opponent in last month’s loss, 80-72,
in the rivals second meeting with the Mustangs. MP beat the Wolverines 58-55 at Simeon in December. (Photo by Richard Chandler)
able to beat their last year seasonal
record of 33-3, they still have the
players and coaches it takes for
them to return for a state title.
To these boys, those losses

Coach Calhoun inducted
into state Hall of Fame

have been nothing but a minor
set back. They are determined
to go on a winning streak to
make sure that they can claim
their spot in the IHSA basketball
championship, with senior Josh
Cunningham’s ability to put up
30 points in a game, and Harris’s
ability to do the same, this should
be breeze.
“[NBA greats] LeBron James,
Kyrie Irving, Kevin Durant, Michael Jordan, and Kobe Bryant
inspire me to get buckets,” said

Kain Harris, junior and a leading
scorer for MP. “I feel I am the best
player in the country.”
Harris has been known for
his willingness to score, and as
he says, “get buckets.” With 30
points during a game against
Larkin, 22 against Pershing (the
No. 25 in the nation), and 33 over
Main South, Harris is definitely
tying to make a statement.
“I don’t like sitting out, but I
enjoyed watching the team play
and get the win, but I wanted to

help and be a part of the team winning instead of just watching,” said
Cunningham after returning early
from health issues, and sitting out
during the victory against Larkin.
“I wasn’t 100 percent, so I had to
take my time so I wouldn’t overdo
anything, and now I’m just working myself back into my game.”
With Cunningham returning

Please turn to page 15 for

DEFENDING 3A
CHAMPS

Lady Mustangs honor seniors
(Below) The girls varsity Lady Mustangs
basketball team celebrated their seniors
during halftime at the Hyde Park game
last month. Senior players (from left: small
forward Marci Donn, point guard Bhrea
Griffin, manager Nyjiah Muhammad, and
shooting guard Shami Goodman), their
parents, and Coach Q took centerstage at
the special event. (Right) Senior shooting
guard fights for the rebound in the paint
during the Lady Mustangs victory over Hyde
Park, 79-39. The team is 15-3 (as of January
25). (Photos by Jade Appling)

Morgan Park girls track and field coach Derrick Calhoun
is congratulated by Steven Currins, a chairman of the
Illinois Track and Cross Country Coaches Association
Hall of Fame, after being inducted for his impressive
accomplishments during his lengthy tenure with the Lady
Mustangs. Calhoun has seven IHSA state titles and seven
runner-up finishes.

