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Senior Class Top 10 announced
nce again, the Top 10 of the Senior Class
is dominated by young ladies.
In fact, for the third year in a row, no males
have managed to be ranked among the top ten students of the class. The top-ranked male is Brandon
Riley who is 13th in the class.
Since 2003, the most males to make the
coveted ranking has been limited to no more than
three (‘08, ‘06, ‘03), while two have been included
in ‘10, ‘09, ‘07, and ‘05, and only one made it in ‘11.
Over the last decade, there have only been
two male valedictorians: Victor Scotti (‘09) and
Langston Wesley (‘06), who is also noteworthy as
being the first African American male to earn the
title in the nearly 100 year history of Morgan Park
High School.

Valedictorian Kristalyn Cooksey
Cooksey is a part of the International Baccalaureate (IB) Diploma Programme. This program
provides an academically-rigorous educational
content comparable to what top students get in
other countries. In MP’s program, Cooksey not only
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Multiple renovation projects
to close school for summer
A

INSIDE

nd you thought
we were done
dust, debris, and scurrying
construction workers when the
final touches were put on the
multi-million dollar facelift that
wrapped up in early fall.
Various construction projects will begin Monday, June
16, all of which will force MP
to close the building for the
summer months. Work scheduled includes the complete
renovation of two science
labs, installation of upgrades
in other science classrooms,
improvements in two computer labs, new ADA-mandated
(Americans with Disabilities
Act) improvements, plus new
paint in the hallways, and
maybe, just maybe, some new
lockers and improvements to
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tackled project-after-project and essay-after-essay,
but also managed to be a part of various teams and
organizations throughout the school year.
What was her secret to managing it all?
“Of course, this accomplishment could not
have been achieved without self-motivation, selfdetermination, and the motto I personally live by:
‘Start strong, finish stronger,” Cooksey said.
It didn’t come easily, nor did she cut corners to
make her way to the top of the class.
“This accomplishment could not also have been
achieved without making a few sacrifices along the
way: lack of sleep, either running for or missing the
early bus for school, unable to attend practice because of a major project, and the list continues. Yet
at the same time, all of these sacrifices have allowed
me to get one step closer to success.”
This valedictorian sees the big picture that
many students neglect, in that they don’t seem to
see that a high school education as an essential
stepping stone to their future.
“Being one of the top ten students of my graduating class, without a doubt, has ensured me that
all of my hard work since freshman year has finally
paid off,” she said. “Although this major accomplishment has reminded me that I have successfully
concluded my high school career, it has also allowed
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Top-ranked students
are girls-only club

Class of 2014 Valedictorian Kristalyn Cooksey, is a
member of the International Baccalaureate Diploma
Programme, and enjoys a 5.3000 weighted grade
point average. She will attend Duke University.

Band earns superior ratings
in city, state contests
By Marcellus Freeman

T

a year (April 2013 projected
start, October 2013 estimated
completion), likely due to the

he bands were very
busy in April and May,
first taking top honors at city
and state competitions, then,
featured another great showcase
at the school, followed up last
week with a performance at the
Chicago Cultural Center.
The concert band and jazz
band both received Superior
ratings at the Division I Illinois
High School Association
(IHSA) competition, which was
held at Whitney Young High
School on April 26. Then, on
May 3, the jazz band earned a
Superior at the Chicago Public
Schools Jazz Band contest.
“The bands performed
well,“ band director Shemeka
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An example of a typical science laboratory renovation, as
shown on the Chicago Public Schools Capital Improvement
website.
the auditorium.
According to capital improvements documents found on
the Chicago Public Schools (CPS),
the upcoming project appears
to have been delayed by nearly
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Ready or not, college, here we come
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By Brittney McMillion

s we seniors all start this
big transition between
high school and the university we
chose to attend, are we all really
ready?
As wonderful as our high
school days were, we didn’t really
learn enough, education-wise.
Coming from an IB, honors,
and AP student perspective, I
would’ve loved for my intelligence to be tested sometimes. I
sometimes wonder, Am I seriously

ready for work with a college
professor, no one telling me when
my work is due, and probably not
knowing me on a first name, last
name basis.
No doubt MP taught us a lot
about the real world and people
as a whole. That part we definitely
don’t have to worry about. We’re
all well-equipped to know who’s
real and who’s fake, who’s our
friend and who’s just someone we
communicate with sometimes.
Are we all ready to be
hundreds or even thousands of

miles away from our parents, and
family? I know some of my peers
specifically aren’t mentally prepared. They’re easily influenced
and usually don’t think before
they actually do something. And
when you have no parent there to
get you out of trouble, anything
can happen. College offers the
undisciplined a lot of free time.
It’s up to you what you do with it,
and some of us just aren’t ready
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EMPEHI News is a student publication of Morgan
Park High School whose goal is to inform the student
body as to school news, as well as local, national,
and world issues. The views expressed in the editorials are not necessarily those of Morgan Park
High School. The views in columns, reviews and
commentaries are those only of the writers.

Top: The beginning band (including
Nia Johnson, Taylor Walker, and
Rainnasia Harris) performs during
the spring show in Blackwelder Hall
last month. Right: Senior Raynard
Parham receives the Quincy Jones
Musicianship Award and Best
Marcher Award, among others,
from band director Shemeka Nash.
Bottom: Jazz Ensemble performers
Isaiah James, Shelena Martin, Alexia
Moore, Deja Carter, Andrea Newell,
and Leo Wilson. (Photos by Courtney
Jones)
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Nash said. “They used all their
knowledge and understanding of
the songs to bring out the best
possible sounds they could.”
Rounding out the month, MP
performers took part in the 7th
annual Louis Armstrong Legacy
Program and Celebration (LALPC)
last Tuesday, which showcased
musical tributes to “Pops” (Armstrong’s nickname) by ten different schools’ student ensembles,
all hosted by LALPC’s Artist-inResidence Wycliffe Gordon.
But in between the competitions and the Armstrong celebration, the three school bands held
their spring show in Blackwelder
Hall. The concert, jazz, and beginning bands performed various
songs that they learned and perfected throughout the year during
the spring performance held on
Tuesday, May 20 during at which
the bands received their awards
and certificates.
The jazz band took the
stage first, playing songs from

the famous Buddy Rich, Herbie
Hancock and the famous “Father
of Jazz,” Louis Armstrong.
“The jazz band was awesome,”
band member Kristopher Herring
said. “I think I did well on my solo.”
The jazz band is mostly made
up of seniors, so the group is
going to be rebuilding in the upcoming year with almost entirely
new members, and hopefully
even better music.
“I, along with most of the
jazz band, are graduating,” jazz
and concert band saxophonist
Alexia Moore said. “Only Marcellus, Kris, Deonte, and Raynard will
still be there,” adding, “I’m going
to miss the band, but I’m looking
forward to college.”
The beginning band
performed songs like “Monster
Medley” and “Cousin Louie,”
both tunes that are from their
beginning band music books.
“I think we did well,” trumpet
Player Brianna Owens said. “Our
tone wasn’t the greatest, but it

was better than it has been.”
Wrapping up the show was
the concert band which played the
same selections that they featured
at their Superior-rated IHSA performance, along with a senior-chosen
song called “Adrenaline Engines.”
“The band played well,”
Drum Major Yardayn Watkins said.
“I am proud of all of them and
will cherish my time in the band.”
At the end of the concert,
the director presented the different band members with their
certificates of completion, band
notable awards, along with
concert band and jazz band
pins. However, the company that
engraves the medals and trophies
did not finish the awards in time
for the ceremony, so the students
received them the following day.
“It’s unfortunate that I couldn’t
give the students their awards that
night,” Nash said. “I sent a student
to pick them up, only to have him
call me later that evening saying
the awards weren’t ready.”
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Mayor honors Martin, Gates Millennium winners
Gates Millennium
Scholars Program
recipient Shelana
Martin (far left)
with Mayor
Emanuel and other
GMS recipients
at City Hall last
month.

M

ayor Rahm
Emanuel and
Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
CEO Barbara Byrd-Bennett
celebrated 44 students,
including Morgan Park Class
of 2014’s Shelana Martin, who
were awarded scholarships by
the Gates Millennium Scholars
(GMS) Program.
Martin and the other
recipients from 26 district high
schools met with the mayor at
a City Hall meeting late last

month and honored the winners.
This year’s class set a record
for the district and for the fifth
time in past six years CPS has
more recipients than any other
school district in the nation, a
May 4th CPS press release states.
Ten years ago, the Chicago
had only four Gates scholarship
recipients.
“Congratulations to this
year’s Millennium Scholars for
their academic excellence and for
the countless doors this opportunity will open, ” Mayor Emanuel is

I0

quoted as saying in the press
release. “This is a shared
victory--teachers, parents, and
counselors should also be
commended for supporting
and pushing these students to
receive this highly competitive
scholarship that will allow them
to go to college to learn skills,
explore new interests, and
pursue their dreams.”
The GMS is a competitive, needs-based scholarship
providing 1,000 students
across the country every year
with a grant that can be used
to pursue a degree in any
undergraduate major at an accredited college or university.
Martin was recommended
by math teacher Nicole Brown.
The recommender can be

Please turn to page 4 for
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closing bulletin
Thursday, June 5
Locker clean-out 1st floor (2nd per.)
			
Locker clean-out 2nd/3rd flrs. (3rd per.)
			
Friday, June 6		
8th grade graduation (Blackwelder, 9 a.m.)
Saturday, June 7

Senior graduation (House of Hope, 10 a.m.)

Friday, June 13		

Last day of school (full day)

LOOKING AHEAD TO AUGUST

Freshmen Orientation
a Tuesday and Wednesday, August 19-20
from 9 a.m. to 1 a.m.
Academic Center Orientation
a Thursday, August 21 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
Upperclassmen Registration
a Thursday, August 21 from 12 noon to 2 p.m.
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me to look forward for the future by embracing all of the wonderful opportunities that will
assist my road to success.”
Her post-secondary school is located in
Durham, North Carolina. It’s a private research
university, home of the Blue Devils.
“In the fall of 2014, I will be attending
Duke University majoring in biomedical engineering,” she said.
Cooksey expects nothing but success,
thanks to the academic preparation she has
received through the IB Diploma Programme.
“By writing endless papers, presenting
numerous presentations, and even becoming
mentally prepared for college, I strongly believe that IB has ensured a smooth transition
into my first year at Duke,” she said.
Salutatorian
Evangularnette Richards
This senior, ranked second in the class,
is also a part of the IB programme, as well
as the Academic Center (AC), meaning she
has been enrolled at Morgan Park since the
seventh grade.
“I’m a proud AC-IB student,” she said.
“Being in AC was one of the best decisions
I’ve made,” she said. “All of the relationships
that I made in seventh and eighth grade are
truly invaluable, life-long bonds. As an IB student I’ve been given countless opportunities
and made connection that I never would have
had without the program.”
Richards--or Evie as many of her call her-will always recall the closeness of her peers.
“After being here for six years, I have
countless memories, but nothing compares
to the true closeness and unity that everyone
showed throughout the tragedies that hit us
hardest and bonded us the most,” she said.
“It’s truly unforgettable because that’s the essence of the MP spirit. “
This senior will be attending the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.
“I plan to be a marketing consultant,”
she said, “and open a variety of businesses.”
Richards is looking forward to the chal-
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Evangularnette

RICHARDS

02

Deja

05

Maya

08

Susan

5.2586 GPA*
University of Illinois
“...I have countless memories,
but nothing compares to the true
closeness and unity that everyone
showed [and] bonded us the most.”

Jada

TINNIN

5.0345 GPA*
Bucknell University
“I feel like the IB program has fully
prepared me for what college and
life will be like.”

Tanasia

BURNS

4.9800 GPA*
Illinois State University
“I turned in my work on time, always
did my best, and I pushed myself
and always stayed focused--even
when I didn’t want to.”

PERKINS

03

Jaeda

06

Tiana

09

Vanity

5.2069 GPA*
Tuskegee University
“If you’re going to spend four years
of your life anywhere, make every
second count.”

IMALA

5.0086 GPA*
University of Illinois at Chicago
“[Students] do not necessarily have
to be a nerd who has no fun, but
just remember that school is for
learning.”

KIRKLIN

4.9310 GPA*
University of Illinois (Chicago)
“I would tell underclassmen that it’s
hard to be on top, but when you
are determined to achieve, then it is
possible.”

BRANCH

04

5.0948 GPA*
University of Chicago
“Just learn what works best for you
and learn your strengths and weaknesses.”

KIMBLE

07

5.0000 GPA*
University of California
“I was the person that did all the
work, studied for every test, sat in
the front row, and paid close attention to the teacher.”

HARRIS

10

4.8793 GPA*
University of Illinois
“If you feel you are capable of
achieving, then do so.”

*Weighted GPA based on SY 2013-2014
First Semester calculations.
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IB ceremony features multiple scholarship awards
T

IB coordinator Morgan Mudron, Hill Family Award recipient
Deja Perkins, Mrs. Kimberly Hill, her daughter Marcella, and
assistant principal Gail Tennial pose for a photo after Perkins
received the scholarship award. (Photo by Chelsea Brown)

Mason scholarship.
Parents Reginald and
Kimberly Hill, who sponsor the
scholarship, put all three of
their daughters through MP’s
IB program (Sarah, C/O ’09;
Marcella ’10; Dorsey ’12) and
who are now in highly-selective
colleges decided to support the
program.
The couple provide an
annual $1000 to fund various
activities offered in the school’s
IB program, plus an additional
$1000 scholarship to an IB senior
who shows the most academic
and personal growth.

he International
Baccalaureate Diploma
program (IB), coordinated by
Morgan Mudron, held their
annual awards ceremony which
recognized student achievement
in all core courses, plus two
different scholarships were
awarded.
This year’s IB Award Ceremony featured two different scholarship presentations from the Hill
Family and the Mason Family.
The Hill Family began their
scholarship fund in 2013 after
their youngest daughter graduated from Morgan Park.

Deja Perkins received the
$1250 scholarship, with Kristalyn
Cooksey and Evangularnette
Richards (IB Student of the Year)
receiving $225 each as well.
The Mason Family followed
suit this year, offering two additional scholarships to IB seniors.
Greg Mason Jr. was a graduate of
the 2013 IB class, and Tim Mason
is currently a Morgan Park sophomore, and the Mason family feels
it is important to give back to the
students to let them know how
supported they are.
Kamau Haymon and Kristalyn
Cooksey each received a $250

improvements, as well as new
stage lighting and a sound system
for the auditorium.
Another plan is for an entire
renumbering of the classrooms
and other spaces in the north and
south buildings. The school currently uses odd numbers for the
rooms in the “new” (south) building and even number in the “old”
(north) building, a system which
has confused many over the years.
Before the previous principal,
Dr. Beryl Shingles, changed the
system to its current state around
2005, numbering started where
Room 154 is today, moving clockwise down the hall through both
buildings (see Room Diagram).

Room Diagram: For decades, the numbering map, with the
second floor shown above, was used by MP until around 2005.

SUMMER RENO
continued from page 1

approximately $23 million project
that wasn’t completed until this
past fall.
According to the Project
Summary outlined on the PDF
document, “The purpose of this
project is to provide upgrades to
existing labs within this school,
to support the expansion of the
International Baccalaureate program.” The projected budget is
$2,578,100.
First up will be asbestos and
lead abatement. Some of the
other major work that will begin
as well includes the “complete
upgrade” of a chemistry lab
(Room 337) and a biology lab
(Room 326). This work will also
impact the classrooms directly
below, as work will be performed
in the ceilings for the labs above.
Another CPS document
explains that other improvements
will be made to addition labs:
“Provide new emergency safety
cabinets within labs 331, 340,
341, 347 and 348. Provide new
emergency showers within labs
331, 334, 340, 347. Provide new
goggle case at 334, 347.”
The last major capital improvement plan dedicated to science lab renovation was in 1998
when $2,320,450 was budgeted,
according to Department of
Operations Capital Improvement
Program documents.
The scope of the upcoming
plan also includes six new “lap-

tocarts,” which appear to have
already been provided, as did the
stage lift in the auditorium.
There will also be electrical
improvements made to the third
floor computer lab: “Provide
new power/data receptacles in
existing floor-mounted raceway at
Computer Lab 323.”
Other work to be conducted
includes “miscellaneous ADA
upgrades including doors, new
unisex toilet rooms, toilet room
fixtures and amenities, lockers,
benches, signage, a bandroom
ramp, serving line, drinking
fountains, reception counter, and
whiteboards. Provide new interior
finishes including paint, ceilings
and flooring.”
The last major ADA initiative
was back in 2004 ($4,586,043.73,
Capital Improvement Program),
which featured work in bathrooms, fire alarms, the pool area
and locker room, plumbing, and
the installation of the south building elevator.
Additionally, principal Dr.
Carolyn Epps hopes to include a
number of other special projects using grant money that was
secured in 2012, but wasn’t spent.
A $275,000 IDEOC grant, tagged
for technology (wiring) upgrade,
was covered by the recent renovation.
However, Dr. Epps, has submitted a Change of Scope plan to
use the grant for possible locker

Two science classrooms will be completely overhauled, including the chemistry lab (Room
337, shown above with students) and the biology lab (Room 326). Above right: a chemistry lab
sink has seen better days, as this one is missing a faucet. At right: A number of ADA-required
upgrades will be completed, including lowering the height of various counters around the school,
including the Main Office and Attendance Office, in order to make them accessible to those with
disabilities.

MAYOR HONORS RECIPIENTS
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any adult who is familiar with the
student’s community service and
leadership activities, according to
GMS. The nominator is the person who evaluates your academic
record.
Last school year, the Class
of 2013 was awarded 35 Gates
scholarships

and received more than $400
million in total scholarship dollars,
more than in any previous year.
“This year’s scholarship
awards represent a tremendous
achievement for our students and
their support networks, including their families, teachers and
counselors,” CPS CEO Barbara
Byrd-Bennett is reported as

saying in the release. “These
scholarship dollars will remove
the financial barrier facing many
of our students today and put
them on a path for college and
career success.”
Each year roughly 50,000
African-American, Hispanic,
Asian-Pacific Islander and Native-American students apply for
the 1,000 Gates Scholarships.

LET’S MOVE

WALKATHON
WHERE: ON THE OUTDOOR TRACK LOCATED
OUTSIDE OF MORGAN PARK HIGH SCHOOL
TIME: REGISTRATION/LINE-UP 1:15-2:00 P.M.
WALKATHON: 2:00-3:00 P.M.

Recipients have a 3.3 minimum
grade-point average, and are
also selected because of their
community service, leadership,
and ability to complete a challenging application that includes
answering eight different essay
questions. Students are also
nominated by an educator and
receive community recommendations about their contributions

outside the classroom.
The full value of a Gates
Scholarship could be worth more
than $250,000, depending on
where a student decides to enroll
in college and whether they
choose to pursue a master’s or
doctoral degree. The scholarship
pays the balance between what
the family can afford and the total
cost of tuition.

JOIN US TUESDAY, JUNE 10TH FOR A
WALK-A-THON AT MORGAN PARK
HIGH SCHOOL TO HELP THE SPECIAL
NEEDS CLUSTER PROGRAM.
DONATIONS ARE REQUIRED IN ORDER
TO PARTICIPATE (WE ASK THAT THE
MINIMUM BE $5.00). D.J. AND
ENTERTAINMENT – SEE MRS. CAUSEY
IN ROOM 122
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Twenty-nine inducted to honor society
M

organ Park’s National
Honor Society (NHS)
inducted 29 new members into
the chapter for the 2014-2015
school year.
The NHS induction ceremony
was held in Blackwelder Hall on
Thursday, May 29. The program
started a bit after 7 p.m., as it followed the International Baccalaureate awards program held earlier
that evening.
There were three seniors
inducted: Keisha Bracy, Christian
McRoberts, and Vanity Harris;
juniors included Kelsie Prear,
Deonte Taylor, Myles Walton,
Candace Klyce, Yasmin Burnett,
Donald Harvey, Jalisa Brown, Victoria Jones, Dorianne Thomas,
and Bobbi McSwine; and sophomores were Camry Sanders,

Lequila Anderson, Marquionna
Gordon, Nefertid Jones, Kaylyn
Willis, Renay Harriss, Catherine Johnson, Morgan Quinn,
Anthony Bowen, Paul Gilbert
II, Unique Boyd, Raven Smith,
Jacob Bonds, and Dominique
Young.
Want to be considered next
year? The criteria includes:
• only considered after their
fifth and/or seventh semester
of high school;
• must have at least a 3.6 cumulative GPA and be in the
top 12.5 percent of the class;
• must have no record in
the discipline or attendance
office within two years of application;
• must have performed a
minimum of two years of ser-

Many smiling faces of those inducted into the latest National Honor Society class last week
during a special ceremony in Blackweler Hall. Twenty-nine were selected this year. (Photo by
Stephen Green)
vice to the school. The two
service activities must be for
two separate organizations;
• must receive at least a 3.3
average on character and

leadership evaluations from
current teachers (excluding
PE & ROTC);
• must return all application
forms according to the stated

guidelines and within stated
time constraints.
Once inducted, members
must participate actively in the
Chapter’s ongoing enterprises.

MORE TOP 10
continued from page 3

lenges that college will provide.
“On a scale of 1 to Ready, I
would place my college readiness
at a solid ‘I’m almost ready,’” she
said. “I’m excited and confident
about my abilities to tackle college, but I’m still clinging onto my
high school memories.”
The salutatorian even has a
few words of advice for anyone
seeking her place in the near
future.
“Dear underclassmen:
Procrastination is not your friend,
no matter how many bright ideas
you have at midnight,” Richards
said. “If you’re going to spend
four years of your life anywhere,
make every second count.”
Number 3
Deja Perkins
This senior, who enjoys a 5.21
GPA, will be attending Tuskegee
University in Alabama, majoring
in animal science, a subject she
appears passionate about.
“Hopefully, after graduating college, I will pursue a doctorate of veterinary medicine
degree or complete conservation research and do rehabilitation for endangered species,”
she said.
Perkins is another Top 10
student who benefitted from the
academically rigorous IB and AC
programs.
“I believe both were beneficial because they put me ahead
of the other students academically,” she said. “Being in IB
helped me prepare for college
workloads, while AC helped me
to prepare for high school.”
It took a great deal of effort
to reach this point in her high
school career.
“I’m happy to be in the Top
10,” she said, “because I worked
very hard throughout my six years
at Morgan Park to accomplish a
high GPA.”
Perkins offered some advice
for what fellow Mustangs should
do to boost their grades.
“For any underclassman
seeking to be in the Top 10 or
in good academic standing, I
would say that they definitely
need to make good connections
with their teachers and try their
hardest to turn in projects on
time!” she said. “Seeing which
categories weigh the most for
your grade can also help when
you are juggling many assign-

ments.”
Despite the oft-heard complains about the heavy workload
that the IB Diploma Programme
demands, it does pay off, Perkins
admitted.
“I feel as if I am ready academically for college because IB
has helped me to be able to write
mini-papers in a short amount of
time,” she said, “and be able to
handle a big work load and manage my time.”
Number 4
Jaeda Branch
This future Phoenix at the
University of Chicago will focus
her education on understanding
and interpreting international law
and regulations concerning the
impact of human activity.
“I plan to have a career in
environmental law,” she said.
As far as high school success, Branch offered that students should gain a realistic
understanding of themselves and
their ability in order to improve
academically.
“Just learn what works best
for you and learn your strengths
and weaknesses,” she said. “For
instance, if you’re not a good
test-taker, make sure you do
extremely well in class work and
homework to help offset those
test grades, or you could study
more. Prioritize your time so that
you can get everything done in
a reasonable amount of time for
you.”
Number 5
Jada Tinnin
This top senior will attend
Bucknell University in Pennsylvania to major in international
business and is ready for it.
“I feel like the IB program
has fully prepared me for what
college and life will be like,” Tinnin said.
Number 6
Maya Imala
Another product of the AC
and IB programs will attend the
University of Illinois at Chicago
(UIC) and major in nursing.
“I want to become a registered nurse or a pre-natal nurse,”
she said.
Imala had a very positive experience through the specialized
programs.
“The AC experience helped

me make friends and get to
know what high school was like
before I was officially in high
school,” she said. “IB is helping
me because it is showing me
what college is going to throw at
me, so I won’t be surprised my
first year.”
Imala is especially pleased
with her ranking among the class.
“Being a Top 10 student feels
really great,” she said. “I think
that it means you worked hard
and kept certain goals in mind.
However, being part of the Top
10 is hard because you want to
try and maintain your rank while
taking tough classes.”
School is really about getting
an education, first and foremost,
Imala advised.
“Reaching this position
means that a student has to stay
focused on education,” she said.
“They do not necessarily have
to be a nerd who has no fun, but
just remember that school is for
learning. For me I do not think I
worked as hard as people tell me
I did, so being in the Top 10 does
not feel like a challenge.”
She added that students
should work according to the conditions that teachers provide.
“I want to say to the underclassmen that get to know
your teachers,” Imala said. “That
helped me a lot in school. Know
what teacher is going to be more
laid back and then the teachers
that are extremely strict. This
will help you do work and stay
focused without being drained.”
The future Flame is looking
forward to college, but not without some trepidation.
“I think that I am still a little
nervous for college,” she said,
“but I am ready for the challenge
and fun.”
Looking back on her six years
at MP, Imala recalls many good
times.
“My most memorable moment is hard to chose,” she said.
“I had a lot of good moments
like the first homecoming game I
went to, the talent shows I attended, and the pep rallies I cheered
at. I really can’t chose just one
moment that is the best.”
Number 7
Tiana Kimble
This senior will be attending
the University of California-San
Diego as a pre-med student with

the aspiration of becoming a
pediatrician.
Kimble said that the AC program helped her acclimate to MP.
“It made the transition
from elementary school to high
school much easier, primarily because I had become accustomed
to the people and the scene,”
she said.
Kimble is especially happy
with making it into the Top 10.
“It feels great!” she said. “I
feel accomplished and content
knowing that all the hard work
and long nights paid off. To be
Top 10 means so much to me
and allows me to leave a positive
mark.”
As most will tell you, it takes
significant effort to reach this
goal.
“To take a position in the Top
10, it took a lot of sacrifice and
determination,” she said. “I was
the person that did all the work,
studied for every test, sat in the
front row, and paid close attention to the teacher. In addition,
the ‘all nighters’ were constant
and sleep wasn’t real.”
Keeping organized was one
way she stayed on top of her
game.
“Use your planner!” Kimble
advised. “Actually write down
your homework, as well as
events and activities you have
to do. It will help to be organized. Also, actually do the
work. Now that I’m about to
leave, I see that high school
goes by really fast and bad days
never stay. So do what you have
to do now in order to open up
opportunities later. And finally,
have fun! I can’t stress that
enough. High school should be
one of the best times of your
life, so don’t miss out and let it
pass you by.”
She’s also prepared for the
next major academic step in her
life.
“I am ready, totally and completely ready,” Kimble said. “I’ve
been hoping to go to California
for a long time and to be able
to make that dream come true
is extremely exciting. I’m eager
to explore a new scene and one
that’s a dream makes it ten times
better.”
When asked to look back on
her time at MP, the senior offered
a unique story.
“My most memorable mo-

ment at MP was back in 8th
grade during the time my leg
was broken and all my friends
would carry me up and down
the stairs, to the bus stop, and
run me to my classes,” she
recalled. “I say run because I
was fast on those crutches, LOL,
and they could barely keep up!
Oddly enough those were some
of my best days too; don’t know
why, but having a broken leg
was so fun--I’m weird. And after
all that, still with an ankle brace
on, I made the cheerleading
team.”
Number 8
Tanasia Burns
This senior will attend Illinois
State University, majoring in the
fields of business management
and engineering.
Working through those times
when you really just don’t want to
helped her succeed.
“To reach this point, I would
always stay up finishing papers
and projects all through the
nights,” she said. “I turned in my
work on time, always did my best,
and I pushed myself and always
stayed focused--even when I
didn’t want to.”
Number 9
Susan Kirklin
Another soon-to-be Flame
at the University of Illinois at
Chicago hopes that all of the students realize that they can get to
the top--as long as they commit
themselves.
“I would tell underclassmen that it’s hard to be on top,
but when you are determined
to achieve, then it is possible,”
Kirklin said. “Always remember
that hard work does produce
good results, and to never give
up or let someone talk you out of
your goals.”
Number 10
Vanity Harris
Harris is another senior who
plans to attend the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign,
majoring in public policy and law.
She also said that students
need to believe in themselves
and to be tenacious in what they
want.
“If you feel you are capable
of achieving, then do so,” Harris
said. “Never give up or think less
of yourself.”
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Number of computer courses to multiply starting in August
By Stephen Green
and Kayla Lee

W

ith all the new
upcoming changes to
Morgan Park, including the IB wallto-wall program, there are going
to be new technology classes for
the 2014-2015 school year.
In the next three years, every
high school will offer a foundational computer science course,
and within five years, Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) plans to be
the first urban district offering
kindergarten through eighthgrade computer courses, school
officials said at a December press
conference.
“Among all S.T.E.M. careers,
computer science represents one
of the most dynamic and fastgrowing fields, and according to
the Bureau of Labor Statistics, by
2020, the U.S. will have one million more jobs in computing than
they have trained professionals to
fill them,” Schools CEO Barbara
Byrd-Bennett was reported to
have said at the press conference.
The courses that will be available next year at MP are a gaming
course, a computer science for everyone (CSA) course, and a career
in technology education course.
The gaming course will be a

sequence course from sophomore
year to senior year where there
will be a Fundamentals course for
sophomores, Gaming I for juniors,
and Gaming II for seniors.
“In Fundamentals, from what
I understand, are going to be the
basics,” said technology teacher
John Genell. “They might even
include Word, Excel, Powerpoint
and taking the Microsoft Office Specialist test. Also, there
maybe other basic programming
concepts in IB for some of which
might not even need computers.”
The technology staff, of
which the school will hire two
more instructors, will be working
during this summer to discuss
these new classes for the next
school year.
“For juniors and seniors, it
will be a double period,” Genell
said. “When you program the
right programs and you have to
stop to get back into the program, it takes you five to 10 minutes just to get back to where you
were at so your mind is there. So
that’s why when you are writing a
program or debugging, you want
to have as much concentration as
possible.”
The students won’t just
be playing games, they will be
designing games, which could be

fun to begin with, Genell said.
“I formidably believe that
programing and coding might
not prepare you for a job without more training, but it teaches
students how to think and how to
problem solve,” he said. “Most of
my students that I taught programing before in IB have come
back and said they think better
than the other students that are at
they’re school. When in business,
it’s all about problem solving and
our school is more than prepared
for this type of class.”
When Genell first started
at Morgan Park, there were five
technology teachers for different classes. There was a basics,
advanced, highly-advanced, and
a work-study program.
“These classes were geared
toward a career-planning student,” he said. “During this time,
we had a thing called EducationTo-Careers, but now it’s called
Career-To-Tech Education and
that somehow went out of favor
here. Multiple classes got canceled as the principals changed
and CPS downtown changed.”
Teachers are needed for
these types of classes, Genell
said. The more teachers there are,
the easier it is for these classes to
be taught.

“I hope in the future, that
more teachers will be hired for
these classes and five or six
technology teachers will be there
to help the technology program
here at Morgan Park,” he said.
The problem-solving capability of these classes are huge and
will help greatly in the real word,
Genell said.
“I majored in business, and
when I told people to do something, and it would be easy for
me to do, but they would be lost
and teaching them is even better,” he said. “It will give students
a taste of what it is like of not
knowing something and want
to learn and going to college to
learn more. It’s not good playing
games all day, and students need
to start to articulate what is good
and what is bad.”
A student like Keenan Lee,
a junior, is impressed by how
computers have moved society
towards a better world.
“Computers are easy to use
and helpful when you want to
look up something or need to
do something,” Lee said. “They
made a lot of things possible and
changed the world for the better.
When I was a kid, I used to enjoy
getting on the computer and just
playing games.”

Lee was on a tech squad
in elementary school and encouraged him to get more into
computers.
“I’m pretty furious that I
couldn’t sign up for the new technology classes next year since I
am going to be a senior,” he said.
“Hopefully the kids that did sign
up for those classes make good
use of them.”
Macellus Freeman, another
junior, is intrigued by the mathside of working with computers.
“Learning the equations and
formulas to create the programs
are the fun part about technology
classes,” Freeman said. “I wish
I had time for those classes, but
my schedule is pretty packed with
things to do. My producer is actually teaching me these things so
I really don’t need to take these
classes.”
Some students are not even
interested in these classes but still
believe it will be a good class, like
junior De’Quan Hoover.
“I like being able to access
different things such as social
networks and various other sites,
but making it happen is not my
type of thing,” she said. “The
ability to create their own video
game would probably be fun for
students who are interested.”

Civics Club busy in effort to improve school climate
By Bronson Roseboro

F

or the past 12 years,
Mikva Challenge
has hosted an event to bring
Chicago’s civically-engaged
students together with adult
leaders and supporters in order
to encourage the positive
change that determined youth
can bring about.
Morgan Park High School
has had a presence in each of
the 12 Action Civics fairs (ACF)
that have been held, thank to
the Civics Club sponsor and
teacher, Carrie Kelso.
After arriving with the
Civic Club’s newest batch of
projects at the 12th Annual
Action Civics Fair this past May
28, Kelso commented that she
remembered “back when [the
event] was held in room with
just a few presentations from
students.”
Now, the fair has grown to
include more than 95 projects
from more than 60 schools
across the city! The numbers
for the 2014 ACF report that
over 2500 youth from across
the city contributed to the
projects that were there.
Projects at the Fair,
which was held in the Chicago Cultural Center’s third
floor, spanned many different
topics that today’s students
care about. Improving school
culture, increasing restorative
justice, addressing childhood
obesity and health, opting-out
of standardized testing, bullying, audio activism, and more
were some of the topics that
Chicago youth explored and
presented to ACF-goers. MP
contributed to the wide array

of presentations with three of its
own.
The Civics Club has been
working on three service projects this year, and received a lot
of positive feedback at the Fair.
The first two projects the Civics
Club presented are two parts of a
larger project to improve School
Nutrition and Lunchroom Culture.
“Ewww! Is it Really Wasting
Food if it’s Bad?” was the name
of the first project, and it focused
on identifying options students
could have for lunch. Club
members examined the quality of lunch food, the amount of
time lunch personnel may have to
prepare food, the food available
to purchase, and more in order to
better understand the issue.
It’s a bit more than the “This
food is nasty!” that many teenagers
may say, like taking into account
the school population (it can’t be
easy to provide breakfast and lunch
to over 1400 students, as we have
here at MP), the transitioning of
school nutrition to new nationwide
regulations, and many other factors. The Civics Club, however,
is ready to tackle whatever this
project may throw at them!
The second project is called
“High Class HS: The Lunch
Experience” and focuses on the
experiences students have in the
lunchroom. What do you as a
student do with your time after
you’re done eating? Are you
bored most days during lunch?
Do you notice that there are a lot
of food fights during your lunch
period? These are all questions
that the Civics Club considered
while developing this project.
After considering these
things, they also looked back to
the activity fair held in the school
lunchroom earlier this school year.

Main photo: Chicago youth present various service projects to be judged by volunteers and public
officials at the Actions Civics Fair held at the Chicago Cultural Center. Top right: Civics Club
members Keira Roseboro and Bryanna Owens with their projects, as well as (above right) Jacob
Bonds, Asha Caldwell, Camry Sanders, and Briana Amerson. (Photos by Bronson Roseboro)
The club observed that students
seemed to enjoy being able to
go see their friends and hear
about the clubs, organizations,
and sports they were in. They also
seemed to enjoy the interactive
nature of the fair, as evident with
hands-on knitting by the MPHS
Yarniacs or song submissions for
the MPHS Glee Club.
Considering that having activities in the lunchroom for students
can decrease the frequency of
boredom and food fights in the
lunchroom, the club developed the
beginning stages of this project.
Now, they are looking to make
a full proposal of possible activities
to be held in the lunchroom during
lunch periods like mini-workshops
to teach crafting and knitting, a
student-ran tore to teach business
skills, and other activities to give
students skillsets and possibly even
more service learning opportunities
just by utilizing lunchroom time a
bit more creatively.

The last project that the club
presented at ACF 2014 is “Better
Before Break,” which is a project
that has been at MP for the past
five years.
The goal of this project is to
move first semester finals before
winter break in order to improve
student grades and allow them
to rest a little easier over winter
break as a bonus.
The club actually conducted
student and staff surveys last
school year to better understand
how those affected would react.
Both the majority of students
surveyed and 90 percent of MP
teachers said they’d prefer to
have finals completed before
winter break.
What about those last two
weeks of the semester after
break? The group has also
considered that, and has come
up with a course of action for that
post-break school time. Projects
and other assignments that test

a student’s comprehension of
class concepts rather than how
many facts they retained could
be assigned, and as a celebration of the end of the semester
could take place in this time.
Plans to pilot this project
at MP were derailed slightly,
though. Now, the club is
planning to work on revising
their proposal with help of the
Mikva Challenge Education
Council in order to present
it to CPS within the year for
citywide implementation.
The civics group is also
working to organize another
activity fair for next year on
a larger scale, and with more
members, they can work on
even more projects! If you’re
interested in joining or have
an issue that is important
to you, contact Mrs. Kelso
in rm. 221 or via e-mail at
clmurphy@cps.edu for more
information.
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Being a leader is more than just a name
By Stephen Green
and Thomas Huff

S

tudents look back on
being a leader among
a number of the school’s many
organizations:
“Choir is a place where you
can let loose and be yourself. A
leader is someone that can take
charge and sets a good example
for the future leaders, so when
the time comes it won’t be as
hard as it seems.”
Korine Britt, senior
Concert Chorale president
“Being a leader for me is knowing
that I set a example for more than
150 people that are my age and
younger and so they can grow up
to be the standard of citizen that
the country wants. Even though
it does have its difficult times it’s
not really strenuous, it’s just that
there’s a lot to keep track of like
keeping track of other people
names or important events getting done like the senior checklist.
Being a leader is living by a certain code and in hearing to it and
expecting the same from others.”
Justin Grisset, senior
Battalion Commander
“I feel kind of happy since other
people couldn’t experience the
things that I have and it is really
good working with other people.
Being a leader is someone who
doesn’t follow other people and
somebody who makes their own
path. Why wouldn’t you want to
help your own community? That’s
pretty much how I feel when I
work with the Service Angels.”
Marcie Dunn, senior
Service Angles student leader
“The Public Health Club is a club
that helps bring awareness to
people’s health like AIDS. Being
a leader is really difficult. You are
responsible for anything that happens. If something goes wrong

you have to take responsibility
for it. Being a leader means the
person that gets in trouble for
something that goes wrong.”
Samuel Hentz, senior
Public Health Club president

is always knowledge of business
or knowledge of design and you
would need to show that you are
willing to do that.”
Bronson Roseboro, junior
Yearbook co-editor

“The Math Team helps people
get tutoring and what they don’t
fully understand in math and also
helps you sort of jump ahead a
little bit in class, like I was learning things that we wasn’t going to
learn for three to four months just
because I was in the math team.
Being a leader is being able to
know what your strengths are and
use those strengths to further
improve other people strengths.”
Bronson Roseboro, junior
Math Team leader

“Being the leader of Glee Club
has its moments. The type of
moments where it’s great and
it’s a great feeling, and those
moments like it’s so hard and
you just have to fight through it.
When I created Glee Club, I took
into consideration like most high
schools have a choir or gospel
choir and in choir you barely hear
the soloists and it will be like one
or two soloists. What about the
other people? How about their
feelings? So I figured with Glee,

“The importance of the EMPEHI
News team is just getting necessary information to the school.
What’s important to us is to make
the school realize that it’s more
than a football team or a basketball team. We want other groups
to have a voice in the newspaper. We want to showcase their
talents. A leader is someone who
doesn’t follow anybody else or
what somebody else does. You
realize what’s important in life.
You necessarily don’t need somebody else opinion to decide what
to do. Being a leader means you
want a better something and you
know you have the skills to do it.”
Maggie West, Senior
EMPEHI News chief editor
“The importance of yearbook is
that it lets you see what your high
school life was down the line,
like 30 years from now you might
want to see something you put
in the yearbook like would you
want to see yourself giving a silly
quote or seeing yourself saying
something you would be proud
of. It’s important to be the leader
of yearbook because you want to
set a good example of showing
that you’re open to learning a
new skill set, because yearbook

everyone’s voice is heard. You
need to have patience for others
and you need to know when to
act or not to act. Some things you
need to step aside and realize
what you’re gonna say is probably
not as great what you think it is.”
Christopher Watkins, sophomore
Glee Club leader
“The importance of IMAC to
me is high on my priority list
since I have been on this team
since I was a sophomore and I
have given it my full 100 percent
dedication. I felt that IMAC was
my life, and being president this
year just helped with it being
part of my life even more. Being
a leader just isn’t someone who
takes charge and someone who

sits around and gives orders and
commands to other people. A
leader is someone who helps
their teammates to get the job
done. Being a leader is helping
out and having a nice mindset
to be able to achieve things so
everybody can benefit.”
Susan Kirklin, senior
IMAC president
“Debate is important because it
enhances critical thinking skills
and public speaking, and it allows
you to meet other people. Being
captain of the debate team is fun
because your able to teach other
people and help gain confidence.

Please turn to page 12 for

LEADERS REFLECT

School organizations participate
in annual Memorial Day parade

The Junior ROTC, Public League champion baseball team, and cheerleading squad were
among the 43 entries in this year’s Beverly Area Planning Association (BAPA) Memorial Day
Parade held last month. The parade route runs from 110th and Longwood Drive all the way
to Ridge Park at 97th Street.

Cultural assembly celebrates Mexican heritage through dance, song

I

n order to give students
a taste of another culture,
Spanish teacher Maria Campos
coordinated an assembly which
featured aspects of Hispanic
culture, particularly music and
dance.
During the event held in
Blackwelder Hall last week,
select classes were treated to
dance performances by both
students and a youth Mexican
dance ensemble that featured

Top: The Mexican Dance Ensemble showcases their vibrantly
beautiful Mambo skirts while performing a traditional
folk dance. At right: Spanish Club member Daria Mines
sings a Spanish folk song in honor of the Mexican Culture
Awareness Assembly. At left: Members of the Mexican
Dance Ensemble strike a pose before their performance.
(Photos by Nathan Anderson and Bashia Powell)

kids as young as 6-years-old.
The girls chorus, directed by
Gabrielyn Foster, also performed.
Spanish Club students
danced to the bachata (a style
of music and dance originating
from the Dominican Republic
and Mexico), while the young
performers who wore colorful
and traditional outfits, sang
and danced the Veracruz,
Santa Rita, and El Norte.
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The Senior Class celebrated the end of their high school career at the annual prom held at the Adler Planetarium
coordinated by social sciences teacher Katrina Richard--who delivered a rap to announce the prom court winne

Prom court winners!

King Joshua Cunningham Prince Brandon Riley
and
and
Queen Ashley Shorter
Princess Kayla Swope

DukeTahje Hartley
and
Duchess Erica Kelley

Lord Lamont Wa
and
Lady Zakiyyah S
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m on Friday, May 23. The event was sponsored by the Senior Class,
ers.

alker

Smith
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Collected and edited by
JaQuan Kilgore
I, Oriana, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave my
laughs and jokes to my remaining cheer babies. I love y’all so
much and I’ll miss you all, good
luck loves! Be nice to your new
teammates! I’ll be checking in
with y’all often! My calm attitude
to my Shaqui-qui! LOL, don’t hurt
nobody and be nice to all your
teachers’ crazy girl! I leave all our
good memories, loud laughs,
long talks at lunch and crazy FT
conversations with my Sissykinz.
I love you sissy, thanks for always
being there when I need you!
I’ll always be here whenever you
need me! Leaving all our good
times In music, and my excellent
singing skills to Cha-risma! I’m
going to miss you, goofy! I leave
everything else to the ones that
love me the most: my Sissykinzz
and Shaqui-qui. I’m going to miss
y’all too much, so I had to say
y’all names again! Try to enjoy the
rest of y’all time in this place! Oh
yeah, can’t forget my newly found
sister, heyyy Nasiaaa! Love you!
I, Jaquan, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave my
fun memories in lunch to my
lunch table squad of this year. I
leave my great morning calmness to my little bros Andrea
and Ja’leah. I leave my cards to
my Lyrical. I leave my 3rd period
memories to Mikey, Bebe, & Gill
I’m gonna miss y’all like no joke.
I’ll be checking up on y’all almost
every day, love y’all, and Mikey, I
want you to be some in life little
bro, like, no joke. I leave all my
goofiness and high tolerance
to my little sister Jayla. To my
8th period I leave all my great,
funny memories from all our years
together, especially Dazja. To ole
girl, I leave my great attitude. I’m
gonna miss all of y’all a lot, I’m
just a phone call away.
I, James Davison, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
my baseball team the respect
of finally being remembered as
winners, I love my squad and glad
that I came to MP. To all the girls
I talked to in my last four years,
trust me, it was a lot; there was
only one girl that I really fell for
like FRFR that’s and that’s Kiari
so shout-out to her. Follow me @
jay_davison1 on Twitter. Hopefully
I’m drafted by now, so don’t try
to rock with me if you didn’t rock
with me before and shout out to
all my day ones y’all know we all
gone eat.
I, Aliyah Simmons, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
my love to my sons Dalvin and
Joshua. Make mommy proud. I
leave my patience to Dazesha
and my sister Rae Rae. I leave
hilarious memories with my
little brother Marcus. To my dad,
Mikey, I leave my final report card.
To my sis, Shaquira, I leave my
granny cornbread recipe. Got to
get thick by any means. To Lyric,
I leave my MVP skills. To Fam
Vont, I leave my classiness, Lord
knows he’s ratchet. He can also
have my throne. I leave my extra
credits/service hours to anybody
who needs them, y’all got to get
out the jam. To my boyfriend, I
leave my heart and everything left
in me. Don’t know how you are
gonna make it, to be honest, but
I love you. You could get in my
suitcase, if you want; it’s whatever. I basically don’t like enough
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people to make this long, so, bye.
Best of luck to y’all! And Bobbi, I
love you.
I, Jackie, of sound mind and
body, do hereby leave my laughs,
love, and goofiness to my SHNC
Vonte, and I leave my attitude,
sillyness, and meanness to my lil’
baby Cachet. XOXO!
I, Jada, of sound mind and
body, do hereby leave my beauty
and happiness to my baby Taylor
Taylor, my laughs and goofiness
to my little brother Aaron, my
attitude and meanness to Andrea
and Jaleah, all my love to my little
baby Andrea, and the little bit of
hoodness I have in me to my little
cousin Melvin LBS.
I, CloutManCell, of sound
mind and body, leave the football
team to all my little bros Bootz,
Anfernee, Mike, Burse, and
Chris. I leave the offensive line to
Adonis; make sure y’all not getting moved
around.
To all the
females
I never
go too,
I’m sorry I
guess it just
wasn’t enough
Celo The Great
to go around. To
Ms. Phillips and Ms.
Huels I leave y’all the
memory of having me
as a student. The greatest
student y’all probably ever
have. To the student body, I
leave my clout. Clout man will
forever put MP on the map.
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I, Shalby Daniel, of sound
mind and body, leave my tennis
skills, respectful ways, and love to
my beautiful cousin Ari’elle Daniel
and my little sister Kayla Ford.
I love you guys more than you
know. Next year, go crazy! Love
y’all beautiful selves!
I, Shelana Martin, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
my legacy of being the GatesMillennium to the upcoming seniors; may they strive to achieve
greatness, not just for themselves,
but their families and all who supported them.
I, Kiana Sutton, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
the squad, Lee-Lee and Jada
they the only young ‘uns laughing
but serious, but I also leave my
amazing and beautiful girlfriend
Taylour. I leave behind all my hard
work on the softball field, and all
my secret admirers; if it wasn’t for
y’all I don’t know what I will be

I, RobbyRob, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave TayTay
(Taylor Jackson) all my weekday
basketball games and tournaments, I trust that you will attend
them all and support nonstop
(BBW). I have to leave my “playa
card” and ability to NEVER get
played to my little brother Jelly
Bean (Ja’leah) you know how we
rocking! I leave alllllll my French
room memories with Mrs. E to my
little bro Damiyah; I’m going miss
those classes with you, brother!
Last, but not least, my favorite
little brother, Aaron, I leave you
whatever you want; text my line
for anything, nothing but a call
away for you. I’ll Love Y’all!!!!!

LOL, but I’m gonna,
man, and happy I’m done with
this high school stuff. Just because I’m gone doesn’t mean I’m
giving y’all little boys the impression of taking my girls. That’s
“mine” till eternity. Can’t forget
my little brother, Colby, though;
two more years, brother; you got
this. Love, Kee-Raww

I, Tone, of sound mind and
body, leave the little brothers
Jaylo, Antonio, Malik, Anfernee,
Cailou, Mike, Matt, Jadacus,
FAMEous Mikey, Aaron, and
Austin my ability to turn up. Man,
enjoy the rest of y’all high school
life, be safe and get up out this
jam like me! Aww, yeah, finish all
the females off right, ha-ha, and
[be safe] ‘cause you don’t want
that late text, that I think I’m late
text! Ha-ha, but turn up, suckas,
love y’all 100!

I, Mannie, of sound mind and
body, leave all my swag to Alonzo
Taylor. I leave my basketball talents to Jelani Hardy and all of my
flirty-ness to Matt Glass. I leave
all my sidelines to Antonio Alsip
and all previous toothbrushes to
Jamal Burton. And to the transfer
from Thornwood, I leave all my
love LMBO. I leave all my lies
to Austin Trice and my charm to
my blood, Josh Jones. Last, but
not least, all my sneak-dissing to
Charles Moore.

I, Big Ebby, of sound mind
and body, leave my amazing and
beautiful girlfriend. She is gonna
make me proud! I leave Jada
squad. The only two that are left
behind. I leave first base to the
next first baseman up. And the
best for last is my love and spirit,
so my girlfriend will always feel
me with her.

I, Henzelo Barner, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
my determination and ambitious
mindset, along with the title of
being one of the best entrepreneur my school has ever seen,
to the rights of Michael Turnage
and Semaj Buckley. Love my
brothers to death, and good luck
next year. I leave my charming
personality to Ari’elle Daniel and
most importantly, I leave my love
and pursuit of happiness to my
significant other, my girlfriend,
Richelle Edwards. Good luck next
year love all four of y’all.

I, Bryana B., of sound mind
and body, do herby leave my
locker combination to my baby,
Lexi! You got one more year left
young ‘un. Love, Bry.
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I, Randi Smith, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
my mind, body, and soul to my
beautifuls Ari and Kayla. Hold it
down when me and Shalby leave.
This year been decent and all
our wild nights, LOL, I love y’all;
I’ll miss y’all. To my sons Delon,
Mikey, and Darien, I raised y’all
right, LOL; y’all better be getting
on honor roll and y’all know the
consequences. Y’all know the
quote I taught y’all LOL. Babymamaaaaa, I need that child support
and you need to come see your
child and stop being a dead beat
LOL, I’ll miss you. Diary Dre, you
got moneyyyyyyyyyy, LOL; you
better do right, Diary.
I, Justin Truman, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
Hughson Gillet a bright future
and brotherhood with the track
team, and the ones that have
been down with us since Day
One. Dazja Thompson my love!
Darcell Dowling, the brother of
a winner, courage and skills, and
Darion Berry leadership as a
mid-distance runner.
I, Alan Cail, of sound
mind and body, leave all my
humor to Charlie *tap-tap*
I also leave my managing
duties to little Alan; bro, you
better fire Courtney and
Charisma. I’m leaving
my women to Matt;
little squad, this pimp
game is stressful,
bruh. If I had
braces, I would
leave them
to Khamari.
Adonis, bro,
I leave
you all
my work
I retire
from the
game:
trapper of
the year.
To a god,
hahahaha, I leave those batting
cages to you, lock them all time.
The girl you should’ve gave me a
chance, baby; I love you!
I, Britt Brat, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave my
lunch table to one of my fav
brothers, Ky-Ky (Kyren). I’m going
to miss you so much and all the
funny and real talks we had at
the table and on Facetime. Stop
damaging bae’s brain, please! To
my bro, Burse, I leave all my wonderful hugs and smiles. And lastly,
to bae, LOL, keep glowing on the
females. I leave you all the love
I’ve ever had for you, you already
know what it is. NBS and all the
kisses, hugs, and talks we had in
these ugly halls. And to my little
baby, Qui-Qui, I leave my “real”
“100” mentality; do good next
year and have fun! Facetime me
all the time. I love you Snook.
I, Erica Kelly, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave my
cheer shoes and bow to my little
sister’s Q and Rah. Q, I’ll miss our
failed attempts to stick a stunt
and the laughs we shared every
practice. Rah, I’ll miss you being
my cheer shadow and the creep
of the team. To the rest of the CSquad, I leave my dedication and
jokes during practice. Words can’t
explain how much I’ll miss cheering with you guy! We’ve seen the
worst of the worst but never give
up because I promise it’s worth
the long run. To my little brother
Matt, I leave my phone camera

for the hundreds of pictures you
take every time you use it! I’ll miss
you and wish you could leave with
us, but your time is almost here.
I, Richard Badon, better
known as heartbreak or Versace
or all them other names, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
my legacy to all my little homies
who rock with me. Shout out to
little Huey; bro, finesse your way
through high school, have fun,
and just live your life, gee. Don’t
stress anything because stuff come
and go. To all my friends, much
love man. To all my real guys,
we brothers. Y’all know how I’m
coming. Whoever came in my life,
I appreciate you whether you stay
or leave. To Kamari, just continue
to keep it real and be yourself. We
have been close for a minute now,
so you already know how we rock.
Don’t stress yourself over no more
boys, G. You’re too young for that
fu-fu stuff. I love you, Kam. Last,
but not least, to Breanna, I love you
man! Don’t change for nobody. I’m
gonna miss you. But you know I’m
always gonna be there for you. Stay
focused on school and don’t get
known for nothing crazy. All these
other boys are lame. We are gonna
be good though, I promise. You’ll
always be my Light-Bright. Bye
princess <3; keep in touch.
I, Timothy “Swagg Dad”
Smith, of sound mind and body, do
hereby leave my name, Swag Dad,
to Matt Glass. I am handing the jersey, Number 3, to Mike. Anybody
who gets it other than him doesn’t
deserve it. To Chris, Mauryell, Greg,
and Kendall, I leave the track team
to y’all. Y’all are the future and
determine the track teams destiny.
To Chris, I leave to you a big task;
you know what it is, my spy LBVS.
To Azzi, I leave my greatness on the
football field to Chris; and Mike,
lock everything up. Go to camps
and ball-out. To Jordan, I leave you
hope! And Morgan Park, I leave
behind a legacy of greatness, a legend walked through these halls for
six years (me). To Jayla, I’m gonna
miss you and love you; make sure
you stay in touch jay LOL. P.S.: Love
all my friends and anybody who
had a role in my life and thanks
for everything, Coach Zo. And
George, stop it little bro, and Antonio and Aaron Matt gonna destroy
y’all’s whole team. Bye everyone,
bye Jay.
I, Kine’ Aidara, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
the girls water polo team to
Bray Bray, Britt, Jessie J., Ericka,
Jessica, Kyra, Oshana, and last,
but not least, my Sa-me-me! I
leave my music notes, harmonies and melodies all to Deja. To
Miss Paula Pettis, I leave my BFF
Marcel. Make sure he stays out
of trouble while I’m gonna LOL.
To Courtney, I leave my make-up
bag. I still have to show you how
to make that perfect cat eye. I
leave my silliness and laughs to
Queen Quannie! Let me ask you
this, “Was it tasty?” To my sisters,
Tahja and Shonni, I leave my
sisterly bond and good advice. Be
a good big sister and give good
advice to someone else that looks
up to you. It’s a great feeling.
LOVE YOU GUYS! And last, but
certainly not least, Kare Bear ! To
you, I leave my wit, as well as all
the good memories that we’ve
shared over the past few seasons.
I’ll miss you so much. Stay just the
way you are. I love all of you guys
and I know you’ll make me proud!
LOVE YOU!
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I, Ne’shea George, of should
mind and body, do hereby leave
this message: To the volleyball
team, I’m really going to miss you
guys. Tahja, Andrea, and Candance; I took you guys in as my
little sisters when you guys were
freshmen. You guys also have
showed so much improvement
on the court; hopefully, you have
others looking up to you. And
Tahja, I still love you, and you are
going to make a great captain. I
wish you guys the best of luck, if
you know what i mean, LOL. Love
you guys.

Collected and edited by
Shaina Thompson
I, Lamont Walker, want to
leave my defensive skills to Jamal.
I want to leave my passion for
basketball to the whole basketball
team. I wish you all the best of
luck. LOL, but for real, I want to
let all my sisters and bros know
I love you all, and make sure
y’all handle y’all business. Lil’
Charlie and Taylor, y’all better be
together for a long time. My little
brother, Austin, make sure you
handle your business on and off
the court. Little brother Aaron,
next year is your year. To all the
girls I tried to talk to, keep in
mind that I still will be having the
same number! LOL
I, Londyn, of sound mind
and body, would like to leave
this message to Samohni, AlexPye, Juwan-Farr and Ramona.
Farewell, and I love you guys. Be
good for the rest of your years.
Oh, and Karrington, too!
I, Leo, leave you all with the
best of luck, and I hope y’all do
well in life.
I, Briana, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave my
patience and calmness to Jaleah and Jala. I love you both,
but y’all need to calm down to
make it out of here successfully.
To Gabby and Nia, I leave my
short jokes. We may be little,
but we never cared. To the new
and old members of C-Squad,
I leave luck, wisdom, and skills.
I love you all and feel free to
call, text, and come visit me
whenever!
I, Queen Rocky, of sound
mind and body, do hereby
leave my many talents to my
beloved majorette team. I love
you all and wish y’all well. I
leave these MP boys to my
love, Timia. Stay smart and
keep on finessing these boys. I
leave my books and my locker
to my babe, Nia. Love you,
shorty. I leave my best wishes to
my favorite teachers, Ms. Foster
and Mr. Fitz. Good luck, I’m
going to miss y’all. I leave my
hair skills and love for my “LIL”
sister. I leave my modeling skills
to my IMAC SQUAD! Y’all better work! I leave my irritation to
my PD Yahya. Thank you, boy. I
leave MP football and its players to the best managers ever!
Tyanna and Little Red, have
fun; I love you! Lastly, I leave
MP with the good and bad
times. Even though I’m ready to
graduate and move on, at the
end of the day, I’m glad I got a
chance to spend four years with
some amazing and nice people.
I’m going to miss some of y’all.
I love y’all. CLASS OF 2014; WE
GONE!!!!!!

LAST WILLS

SCHOOL NEWS

I, Sheryl Cole, of sound
mind and body, do hereby
leave my orange jumpsuit and
shackles to the classes after
me. Good luck! To Ms. Huels,
Mr. Fig, Mr. Winston, and Mr.
Majeske, I leave all my hard
work and dedication. I definitely
gave you my all. To my teachers
this year, thank you for making
me hate school and also helping
me get through it. To the lunch
ladies, thank you for helping
a sister when I was hungry. I
leave to you my appetite. To my
young ‘uns, I leave my patience.
Y’all have two to three more
years in here. Patience will get
you through it. To Steph (heart
eyes emoji), I love you little
girl, LOL. Eddie, finish high
school strong, man. Stay out of
the trouble. Stevie J., do some
work man Jesus! Quannie (heart
eyes), I love you, shorty. I’ve
told you things that I wouldn’t
ever tell my friends, let alone my
family. As I cry writing this, I sincerely thank
you for
listening
when I
needed
you and
for not
judging me.
I’ll always
love you for
that and the
person you are.
You better keep in
touch, LOL. To anyone
I missed, I’m sorry. I
don’t have a lot of space.
I will come back and see
y’all, but for now I’m out!
I, Mia Jacobs, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
the soccer team to Lyric, Kyilah,
Bobbi, Elexus, and Tresha. I
love you guys! I’ve enjoyed
being on the team with you
guys; I am going to miss you
guys so much. Continue to
play hard and kick butt next
year! To my boo, DeQuan, I love
you girl! We’ve been homies for
four years! I’m going to really
miss you! You are going to be a
senior next year, so turn up! To
Brittani and Chardae, I leave you
guys my awesomeness. So be
awesome! Love you guys!
I, Reezy, leave my number
11 to my sidekick, Juwan. He is
up next, stay focused. Shout-out
to Jarred, my son; you already
know you better kill. I have to
recognize the other little bros:
Mauryell, Adonis, Chris, and
Slime. Y’all grew on me. I’m
going to come back and kick
it with y’all. To my seven-year
blood, Anfernee, we talk all the
time. Ball out, so you can come
be at NIU with me. To my other
son, Mike, stop that baseball
because you a dog on the field.
To Kyren, you have to step up
to superstar status this year, bro.
To the little guys (Cory, Ronald,
Greg, Trey, and Fred), you guys
are the future. Little Cigarette,
I’m going to come back and
heat you for 10 minutes straight,
I swear. Shout-out to Buddha!
Sorry to anybody I forgot. Reezy
has spoken, and it is so.
I, Bhrea Griffin, leave the
girls basketball team good luck
next year. To my coaches, thank
you for your four years of teaching.
I, Maya James, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
my passion for softball to LeeLee.
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Things won’t always go your way,
but remember you do it because
you love the game. I leave my
pitching knowledge to Tiarra,
Claudia, and Annasia. Apply what
I have taught you, and I know
you’ll go far. I leave my determination to strive for excellence to
Jainelle. You are determined to
play rain or shine. To Peanut and
Tee-Jay, I leave my love for the
game. I can tell you both love
to play, no matter the score. To
little Kela and Jada, I leave my
wisdom. We have had some interesting conversations, and I try
to be wise and give good advice.
To Nia, I leave my patience; take
one game at a time. To annoying smart-mouth Ari, I leave all
my rude, racist jokes. To anyone I
didn’t name, you should already
know how I feel. To the whole
Mustang softball team, I leave my
unconditional love and support.
When I’m famous, I won’t forget
y’all. Make me proud!

I, Aha Lico, leave
my turn up, goofy, and flirty
ways to Jabaree. Start using that
sweetheart word. To everybody,
catch them in traffic. I leave my
4th period talks to Tamia. I leave
school to all my little guys: Mikey,
Chris, Tre, Chance, Briana, Matt,
and I think that’s it. I leave my
shoe tip, laughs, talks, stubborn,
and on-and-off ways to my little
homie. To ALL y’all, except Jabaree and Chris, since y’all going to
Costa Rica, do y’all work. Don’t
walk the halls like I did. Keep y’all
heads focused, before I close
this out, shout out to my Squad.
Alright y’all, I’m gone! Love, AhaLico.
I, Tahje, want to tell all my
little bros to ball out. Take off
Chris, Anfernee, Matt, Donny,
Larry, Kush, Mike, Rio, Jarred,
Jaylin, Bootz, Jawon, and Wilson.
Y’all better kill next year!
I, Chelsea Brown, of sound
mind and body, do hereby leave
all of my future IB diploma students with this piece of advice:
you are screwed, so you might
as well give up any social life you
thought you would gain by coming to high school. Yep, just let it
go now, the sooner you come to
terms with it, the easier it will be.
But on a serious note, enjoy this
time of your life; it will be gone
before you know it. IB has taught
me how to balance my social life
and school work, and I hope it
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does the same for you. You have
a great support system at Morgan
Park; use it to the fullest. Work
smarter, not harder.

Collected and edited by
Shaina Thompson
I, Alexis Gale, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave the
LOML our memories both, good
and bad. I love you, killa. I leave
my little sister, Shaquira, all the
patience you’ll need for your last
year. I leave my little brother,
Jay Glass, every ounce of chill I
have; keep it pimpin’ pimpin’. I
leave Ballout Aaron the $7 I owe
him, LOL. As long as I owe you,
you’ll never be broke. To all other
students, I leave you all the cares
I didn’t give while I was there. I’m
gone.
I, Brandon “Scooby” Riley,
of sound mind and body, do
hereby leave my track times to
the record books and my football
jersey #7 to the Hall of Fame,
LOL. I leave the 400m dash to
Mauryell, I leave the hurdles
to Tre, I leave the stretching to Chris “Where you
at!?” LOL. I leave my son,
Greg, nothin’, because he will
take over soon. I leave the
bros Bootz, Jaylen, Matt,
Burse, etc., everything
they need. I leave my
blood, Melvin, the
ability to deal with
MP for one more
year. Shout-out
Gabby, Mekah,
Charisma, etc.
I,
#CloutManCell,
of sound
mind and
body,
leave the
football
team to all
my lil’ bros: Bootz, Anfernee,
Mike, Burse, and Chris. I leave
the offensive line to Adonis;
make sure y’all not getting
moved around. To all the females
I never go to, I’m sorry; I guess
there just wasn’t enough Celo
The Great to go around. To Ms.
Phillips and Ms. Huels, I leave
y’all the memory of having me as
a student, the greatest student
y’all will probably ever have. To
the student body, I leave my
clout. Cloutman will forever put
MP on the map.
I, Zakky Baby, of sound mind
and adorableness, leave all my
spirit to Shaquira and Annasia,
my babies. I hope your time at
Morgan Park is enjoyable and one
to remember. I leave my happiness to C-Squad. Don’t hide that
Mustang pride. Jabari, man, it’s
only one more year, and Wilson, I
promise you’ll be out in no time.
I wish the best to all of Kila Baby
Squad and Bre. The years will fly
before you know it. And Gregory,
I’ll be waitin’ on you after graduation (your graduation).
I, Maryah, of sound and
body, leave my confidence in patience to my little sister, Shaquira!
You need it.
I, Caleb, of sound mind and
body, do hereby leave my president title to the new gospel choir
leader, and my title as section
leader to concert choirs. To all
my friends, be safe. The world is
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crazy, and if you ever need someone to talk to, I’m only a phone
call or email away.
I, Quincy, of sound and body
leave all my track clout and greatness to Greg Howell and Davion
Berry. I want to leave my show
clout to Semaj; he be killing the
game. To my young ‘un, Aaron,
stay smart; you’re gonna make it.
Josh Richards is fat. To all the females who think it’s cute to have
a bad attitude, stop because y’all
ugly. To the rest of MP, I leave
my legacy of greatness. Only the
worthy can claim it.
I, Chuck, of sound mind and
body, leave my legacy to the
MP football team. Greatness has
been walking through these halls
for the for the last four years. I’m
retiring my number, so it will be
put up on the wall soon. Sorry for
the ones who wanted it, LOL. I’m
the greatest RB to ever play for
MP. I’ve been playing on varsity
since my freshman year simply
because I’m Chuck the Great. I
scored 52 touchdowns in my four
years here. I rushed for over 1000
yards junior and senior year; also I
had over 2000 all-purpose yards.
I made the all-conference team,
sophomore year, was an all-city
RB junior and senior year. I broke
the record for most returns in
Morgan Park history--it’s 16, and
nobody will break my record. I’m
also the top 10 for best hands
in MP history. Don’t forget I’m
great--#2 the greatest RB.
I, Tiana Kay, of sound mind
and body, do hereby leave to my
rising C-Squad (Rah, Raven, Taylor, Jada, Q, Sweetie and Domo)
my happy spirit and positive goget’em attitude. I love each and
every one of you guys so much
and I know you all are going to be
great in your upcoming season.
To my sisters in S.I.S., I leave my
ambition to make it happen. You
all are a wonderful group of ladies
and I see a positive change rising
within you. So just get out there
and be productive. To IMAC I
leave the swag in my walk; you
guys gave me an outlet from
my struggles and I thank you for
your support. To my awesome
second period junior class I leave
one of the best teachers, Mr.
Berba. Shout out to Tresha and
Brandon who I leave all the funny
times and life lessons; y’all wild!
We grew close this year and I’m
happy to have known you both.
And for Markel, Yasmine, Kenny,
George, Christian, Marcel, and
the others, you also made class
so much more fun. To my favorite
singer Coby I leave all the pretty
girls I know. I hope you find a
special one to fill my opening
spot, for you to sing to and make
smile every day. To my baby
sisters Q and Lashawn I leave my
confidence, spirit to have fun, and
strive for achievement. I think you
are two amazing young ladies
and I see greatness in you. For
Lashawn, my sweet heart, I leave
to you my loving personality. As
For Q, my cheer mirror, I say,
Keep it up, girl. You are phenomenal but I know you can be
better, so never stop trying and
remember that “hard work pays.”
And finally to Morgan Park as a
whole I leave this chapter of my
life. You gave me a second home
and countless memories to go
with it. I am so grateful for the life
lessons you’ve taught me and am
happy to know that I walk away
with much more than I came.
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Roommate fears are real Trunk parties
for many going to college are popular way
to prepare for
college living

By Briana Simmons
and Samantha Brown

“M

y roommate
freshman year
got completely hammered, came
back to the room around 1 in
the morning, and accused me of
stealing the pudding in her fridge
that she had ate an hour before
she went out. She waited until
I fell asleep and then stabbed
me in the arm with one of those
clicky pencils…I had to go to
the hospital to get it cleaned/
stitched. She got kicked out.”
--Chillybomb posted on
ThoughtCatalog.com under
“29 College Graduates
Describe Their Roommate Horror
Story”
Sometimes the worst part of
college life is going to be living
with you. Some students entering
college for the first time worry
about who they will be living with
starting in the fall.
Moving to college can be
exciting, but for a lot student it
can also be scary. Students with
a roommate face the prospect of
living with someone whom they
know nothing about. This can be
a scary thought.
“I would prefer to know who
I’m living with before moving in
because she might be crazy,” senior Alexis Gale said. “It’s kind of
scary to know I’m going to be living with someone I barely know.”
Most fears come from not
knowing. Fearing the unknown
is common in these situations.
Living with someone you’ve never
met and you know nothing about
can be terrifying.
“I don’t even know my roommate’s name,” Niema Shepard,
a Kenwood senior said. “I am
scared. What if she doesn’t like
black people, or what if she’s
nasty and doesn’t clean up behind herself?”

By Ashley Shorter
and Oriana Hondras

T

Want to study, but your roommate wants to party? Not that all
roommates are bad, but when they are it can become a serious
issue.
And these types of issues
have serious side effects, according to data collected on the
issue. Southern Illinois University
Edwardsville (SIUE) is among the
40 campuses that have turned to
a web-based roommate matching
system called RoomSync, which
brings together potential roomies
in an online repository where
students are matched with likeminded peers.
“Conflict with roommates has
consistently ranked among the
top five reasons students drop out
of college,” according to Roomsync. “Schools that have used
self-selecting online services have
reported a 65-percent reduction
in roommate conflicts, while 48
percent of residence hall staffers
said conflicts were ‘less severe’
after adopting the service.”
When you enter a college
where you don’t know anyone
prior to attending the school,
your roommate is typically your
first friend. This evokes another
fear because you may not get
along with your roommate well
enough to be friends.
“We might not have anything

in common, and that’s my biggest
fear,” Shepard said. “I want a
roommate I could get along with
and have fun with because she
and I would be living together.
She would know stuff about me
no one else would and I would
want someone that close to me to
be my best friend.”
Some people decided to
avoid the fear of the unknown
and are rooming with people they
already know.
“I wanted a roommate that I
already know, because I have trust
issues,” senior Shauntel Steels
said. “ I didn’t want a stranger because I wouldn’t want to live with
a person before I knew who they
are, and this way I don’t have any
fears or worries about the person
sleeping 10 feet away from me.”
Some people didn’t have the
option of choosing their roommate before going off to college,
so they were left using other
resources to find someone to
room with.
“I met my roommate using

Please turn to page 13 for
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LEADERS REFLECT
continued from page 7

It’s basically awesome. To be a
leader is to inspire people and to
do what you do best and make
other people happy.”
Andrea Alcantar, junior
Debate Team captain
“It’s a good feeling to be the
leader because I think that it gives
a chance to show people that
even though you may come into
this Academic Center as feeling
as nothing and being with no
one, you’re superior and you can
do what you want. I think being
a leader is someone who is able
to reconcile with everybody and
see, based on their points of view,
and be able to guide them a path
that’s the right path.”
Davora Buchanan
Debate Team captain (AC)
“My marching band experience
was amazing. I got the opportunity to learn how to lead, to travel,
to actually change something
in my community as well as my
school, and inspire kids. Being a

leader means that I’m hands-on.
It also means that I’m responsible
for everything and everybody and
its something when your responsible for over 40 of your peers,
and they look for you and ask you
for everything.”
Yardayn Watkins, senior
Marching Band Drum Leader
“The Sassy Intellectual Sisters are
an organization that helps the
community as well as the women
in our school. So we spread good
positive energy, self awareness,
awareness about certain things
like breast cancer or domestic
violence, how to carry yourself as
a lady, and to get ahead in life. It
was a great experience and one
of the best decisions in my life. Its
a sisterhood, a bond, and it helps
you get through all the struggles
high school throws at you so you
know somebody to talk to. We
had a lot of laughs, a lot of tears,
just airing out all the bad energy
and its really good and helps you
get through the day. A leader is

he last time a young
adult can beg for
gifts, money for a safe, and
even for that MacBook Pro that
will help you succeed on your
journey through college is at
what some call a trunk party.
A going-away party, or
trunk party, is a party thrown
for high school graduates
where people bring gifts to
contribute to the graduates’
departure. Some like to have
trunks set out for gifts to be
thrown in, and some like to
inform people with a list of
things they will need. It is
generally held at the graduates’ home or a facility that’s
rented out.
“A good trunk party has
good people and fun,” senior
Chanel Booth said. “It doesn’t
really matter where you have it,

Good weather is preferred
because that makes it easier to
enjoy your last few weeks with
your loved ones.
“A good trunk party consist of great gifts, family, and
being surrounded by people
who support your decision
for college,” senior Shauntice
Allen said. “I would expect my
family and friends to come. A
sunny Saturday around 4 to 5
would be best. Middle of the
day and the weather should be
nice. I expect to receive gifts
that pertain to college such
as hangers, shower curtains,
sheets etc., but because I am
extremely picky, I would prefer
gift cards and money so I can
go pick everything out on my
own. Why not have one?”
Although many may feel
that such gift-giving events
have always been around,
that’s not necessarily the case.
Graduation parties once meant

somebody that knows how to
communicate with people and
knows how to effectively get the
job done, somebody that can
show the way the proper way
to do things without being too
pushy and someone you can be a
friend with and someone you can
be behind.”
Tiana Kimble, senior
Sassy Intellectual Sister
“The importance of the president
of the Student Council is watching the change in the school and
watching how they interact to
events that we do. It was a good
experience and being able to
see our plans go very well was
really fun. Being a leader means
that you are able to look around
and take good observations and
see what needs to be changed
and actually do it and make that
change and have a group of
people behind you to help you
make that change.”
Jennifer Gardner, senior
Student Council president

Some brick-and-mortar stores, and online locations like
DormCo.com, now offer registries for gift-giving for the
college-bound.
but usually it’s at the graduates
home outside and you expect
all your close friends and family to be there.”
There is a certain time
you should have it. You don’t
want to have one too soon,
because that will leave people
with thoughts that they have
a lot of time to get you a gift,
which is their way of getting
out of getting you one. The
closer you have it to the date
you are leaving, then that gives
you enough time to know
exactly what you still need
and everyone will be more on
top of bringing you one. Not
everyone plans to have a trunk
party though.
“It’s not necessary to have
a trunk party, but it is helpful,” senior Jaquan Kilgore
said. “Good gifts really make a
good trunk party at your home
with close family and friends.”

a celebration of graduation,
achieving a milestone, but now
it seems to be just another
reason to get stuff.
It’s gotten to be such big
business that many stores now
promote gift registries for new
grads to put together wish
lists for things to bring to their
dorm rooms. Clearly the days
of roughing it until you graduate from college and get a job
are basically over.
“Stores like Bed Bath &
Beyond, Target and The Container Store offer gift registries
or wish lists for new grads to
compile their choices,” according to a ABC News.com story
run in 2012, “and websites like
DormSmart.com, MyRegistry.
com and DormCo.com are
making it easier for relatives
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Some have anxiety toward new life in college
By Shauntice Allen
and Brandon Riley

S

eniors, nationwide, have
multiple hopes and fears
as high school ends and college
approaches in a few months.
As the transition from high
school to college inches closer
(Saturday is almost here!), the
soon-to-be graduates look
forward to the fresh start, new experiences, distinct education, and
more that will come. Along with

those, they dread the unknown
and possible misfortune of what
lies ahead in college.
“Most college freshmen
hope to have a cool roommate,
find a good group of friends,
pass all courses, and have a great
time,” said Traevon Robinson,
an MP alum and current DePaul
student. “They mostly fear the
chance of not passing, being far
from home, being bored, and not
being able to afford it all.”
The anticipation and anxiety
of a postsecondary education

Many change their mind
on which college to attend
By Courtney Jones

A

s the school year comes to a close, MP seniors have a
major decision to make. College? Or nah?
A lot of seniors are talking about college and universities
and for some of them, the schools they were talking about earlier
this year and in the years prior are not the schools they will be
attending this fall.
“Mizzou was my first choice, but I’m not going there,” senior
Dajah Carter said. “I will be attending Virginia State University
because they gave me more money than my first choice university did. I would love to be a Mizzou Tiger, but not for the amount
of loans they wanted me to take out. VSU gave me a full ride and
I have to do myself the favor of graduating college debt free.”
Some students were game for their first choice, but they
visited their other choice colleges and made their decision based
on that visit.
“U of I was my first choice,” senior Aliyah Simmons said. “I
liked the school and what they were about. But I was also looking into Ball State University. Ball State waived my application
fee and I was scheduled for an official visit, so I went there and
decided that I liked the atmosphere there better than I did at U
of I. So I will be attending Ball State this fall. They were also a bit
easier as far as tuition goes too.”
Besides money helping seniors make college decisions,
some students made decisions based off of sports opportunities.
“My college decision was a football decision,” senior Tahje

Please turn to page 14 for COLLEGE

SWAP

ROOMMATE FEARS
continued from page 12

a resource the school provided;
a cellphone app,” freshman at
University of Tampa Khalil Skinner said. “I didn’t know him, but
we’ve kept in contact and now I
don’t have any concerns or worries about him. He’s cool so I’m
sure we’ll get along fine.”
Even if roommates keep in
touch during the months before
attending school, small fears may
still linger.
“My roommate contacted

me first via email, then we started
texting,” Gale said. “We’ve been
texting since then. We’re a little
acquainted but we don’t talk a
lot. I’m just concerned with her
as a person because we don’t
know each other that well. I’m
not as concerned with my school,
besides the distance from stores
and stuff, but maybe my roommate and I can get used to that
together, as a way to bond and
become closer.”

TRUNK PARTIES
continued from page 12

and friends to give gifts to the
registered college-bound freshman online.”
Most people believe that
trunk parties are meant to spent
with family and friends right
before you pack up everything
and go start your journey as
becoming an adult. You should
only expect gifts from your family
members because friends barely
will have money and most are
getting ready for college just as
well as you are.
“Trunk parties are more of a
thing for families when it comes

to gifts,” senior Timothy Smith
said. “Friends could bring a little
something but family members
are expected to bring the gifts
and money but it’s mostly to
spend some of your last moments
with your friends and family before you go you separate way.”
All seniors are encouraged to
have a going-away party because
you never know when different
gifts will come in handy.
“I look forward to my trunk
party and last few weeks here at
home though I’m not going too
far,” senior Zakiyyah Smith said.

regularly hits students entering
the stage. Each year on average, about 2.3 million people
will enroll into college, with over
1 million dropouts and transfers
each. Most of the transfers and
dropouts involve negatives from
the possible hopes and fears
going into college, including
financial situations, interest, best
fit, educational needs and more.
For some seniors, approaching college contains little to no
fears. These students are ready to
put high school behind them and
start their new beginnings at the
university that they’ve chosen to
attend.
“I’m leaving for college in
June and going in with no fears,”
said Tahje Hartley, senior awaiting
a football scholarship to the University of North Dakota. “I won’t
be fearful because I only plan to
succeed and gain a broader perspective on life from college.”
Most seniors enter their postsecondary education with more

fear than hope. They wish for the
best but expect to experience
something unfortunate at some
point. Maybe their college choice
won’t turn out to be the positive
option it seemed to be.
“Meeting people and rooming with a stranger most likely
will be problems with me,” said
Jaquan Kilgore, a senior who
will be attending SIUe this fall. “I
hope that it isn’t too hard for me
so that I can stay on track.”
Most future college students
base their choice on factors on
the proximity of family, expectations after college, affordability
and more. The factors that go
into the major choice differ from
person to person, however.
“Being away from my mommy is going to be really hard and
I’m afraid I won’t like my school,”
said senior Oriana Hondras, who
will attend Jackson State University. “I plan to gain my degree
capable of getting a great job
afterwards.”

Being comfortable and content in the college is very important to some seniors. Not being
happy in a specific setting could
lead to lack of interest that could
lead to a student transferring or
dropping out.
“I want to make lifelong
friends and experiences that will
serve me best,” senior and future
SIUe student Deanna Kinds said.
“I’m ready to start college with
some of my best friends coming
with me.”
Despite the fear and hope
involved with college, seniors will
soon become freshmen and enter
the new world all expecting to end
it with lifelong friends, unforgettable
memories, newfound knowledge,
and most importantly a degree.
“Even though I might end
up not liking my roommate or the
school, I plan to have fun, find
interests and gain knowledge,”
said senior Erica Kelley who plans
to attend SIUc. “I feel like I’m
ready.”

EDITORIAL: READY OR NOT
continued from page 2

to manage our lives like that.
Of course, we have a whole
summer to continue the turn-up
with our friends; nothing is going
to be the same because we aren’t
going to be walking in the doors
of this school every day.
It’s like we’re adults now-perhaps even more than “like.”
We’ll be grocery shopping,
living on our own, managing our
money, going out and coming in
whenever we want without anyone questioning us.

But we have to remember
that we’re also students at the end
of the day and that’s what we’re
there for at the end of the day.
Not to party or drink and turn-up-even though there will be a lot of
that--as the main reason is to get
that degree for whatever we’re
getting it for and accomplish what
we’ve been working towards for
the next four years.
It’s a bittersweet moment to
know we no longer have to worry
about the drama, the childish-

ness, and hatred of high school.
Finally on to new beginnings with
new friends and exploring new
things and new places.
No more having to look in
the faces of people you just simply don’t like, which may be a lot
of people depending on who you
are, LOL.
Just remember to keep hold
of those friends who were actually
friends and not snakes in disguise, because there were also a
lot of those.

Teachers union president
hints at strike in ‘15
By Bashia Powell

C

hicago Teachers
Union (CTU)
President Karen Lewis
announced early last month
that the union will drop the
fourth, optional year of the
current contract with the
Chicago Board of Education,
leaving the door open for a
possible strike in the fall of
2015.
CTU and the Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) have an
agreement that ended the
strike in early 2012. However,
at a City Club of Chicago
engagement, Lewis floated
the potential for another work
stoppage over issues like the
increasing number of charter
schools despite school closings, and the more recent
issue of pension changes and
cuts backed by Mayor Rahm
Emanuel.
The current contract will
expire on June 30, 2015, and
despite Lewis’ impromptu
remarks hinting at a strike,
MP’s union representative Ian

Randolph, who is also a Spanish
teacher, believes otherwise.
“Absolutely not,” he said.
“There’s been no official mention
of the possibility of a strike. We
negotiate in good faith; there
may be a fight over CTU pensions
if they try to change in a nonequitable manner.”
In September 2012, CTU and
the board couldn’t come to an
agreement, and a seven schoolday strike ensued. There were
wins and losses on both sides,
including that the district gave
up on merit pay, the elimination
of steps in pay, and reduced the
even longer 7-hour and 40-minute teacher day. CTU couldn’t
stop all the cuts proposed by
the district, school closings, the
longer 7-hour day and school
year, the elimination of Pension
Enhancement (PEP), the new
health insurance plan, and stiffer
penalties for low ratings.
One social science teacher
commented isn’t looking forward
to another strike.
“I would prefer to not have
another strike, because I think
while it helped us get a contract, it tarnished the reputation

of teachers in the city,” said
James Fitzgerald, a social science teacher. “It’s portrayed [in
the media] like we’re greedy
for money while schools are in
debt already.”
Fitzgerald also believes
that the union and the mayor
should work cooperatively in
order to eliminate long-term
problems.
“I don’t think the mayor
or the teachers union should
consider each other enemies,”
Fitzgerald said. “Both should
work in a more cordial manner.”
Students at Morgan Park
don’t believe a possible strike
in 2015 would be much of a
benefit either.
“I don’t think a strike
would be a good idea for students, even though it wouldn’t
affect me since I am a senior,”
said Nathan Anderson. “Last
year, when the teachers had a
strike, it threw off everything
in school. When it ended and
classes resumed, it seemed
almost everyone had gotten
accustomed to no classwork
and summer break extended.”
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Girls soccer falls to Tinley Park in playoffs

Morgan Park HS
@EMPEHI1

Senior Camille Cotton
(right) looks to pass the
ball sophomore Lyric
Knowles (left), while
senior Jallayha Johnson
comes up for support.
The girls varsity soccer
team lost to the Tinley
Park in the IHSA Class
3A regional quarterfinal
on May 21 in Evergreen
Park. The Lady Mustangs
collected a 4-5-1 record
for the season. (Photo by
Joshua Brock)

In the school’s
continuing effort to
improve communication with the students
and their families, MP
now has a Twitter page.
For those who are on
Twitter, MP invites you
to follow us @EMPEHI1
MP also asks that teachers encourage the students and their parents/
guardians to follow us
as well.
To all coaches, club
sponsors, counselors,
and other staff, please
email social sciences
teacher Katrina Richard
with TWEETS :-) you
would like posted.

COLLEGE SWAP
continued from page 1

Hartley said. “They’re a D-1 university and I had D-1 football aspirations so I chose the University
of North Dakota instead of Wayne
State in Detroit, Michigan.”
Proximity has a lot to do with
college decisions as well.
“I was going to go to Mizzou,” senior Ashley Shorter said.
“But I will be going to Southern
Illinois University-Carbondale this
fall. It’s closer to home by about
two hours. That’s not much but
it’s still closer. They also gave me
more money and if I ever want to
visit my first choice university, it’s
only a train ride away and I can

always stay with my best friend,
Shaina.”
In fact, I know firsthand about
college decisions not going as
planned. I will be attending the
University of Missouri-Columbia
or Mizzou as it was referred to as
earlier but early in my junior year,
I was considering Spelman College in Atlanta, Georgia. That was
the only college I was looking into
because of the opportunities they
offered and it was also an HBCU.
When my senior year rolled
around and it was time to apply
for schools, Spelman was the
first application I did. I wasn’t

interested in Mizzou whatsoever,
but I was pushed to apply by the
Target Hope program. When I
got my acceptance letters and
saw my financial aid opportunities
from all of the universities, I realized Spelman wasn’t the place for
me because od monetary issues
and how far away it was.
So although a school seems
right at the time, don’t hesitate
to look into other colleges and
universities because the school
you were least expecting could
very well best suit you when you
make that big transition the fall
after you graduate.

Seniors win!
Seniors Kenyon
Turner, Byron
Davidson, and
Jarred Rogers
look to move
the ball during
the Juniors
vs. Seniors
basketball
game last week.
The seniors
won 63-38.

PUBLIC LEAGUE CHAMPS
continued from page 16

big lead get into the team’s head,
shouting that the Mustangs didn’t
win anything yet. That warning
appeared ominous, when Taft
quickly tied it up in the top of the
fourth inning.
“You always need to score as
many runs as possible,” Radcliffe said. “One of the reasons
is because in playoff games or
championship games, nobody
wants to quit, and you just need
to keep the pressure on as much
as possible.”
But this team determined
to fulfill its destiny, and put any
doubts to rest by racking up four
runs in the bottom of the inning,
with sophomore pitcher Jarren
Norman finishing the game up in
relief.
MP added another run in the
sixth, while Taft gasped for breath
with one more run in the top of
the seventh, but that was all they
could muster after right fielder
Devon Jones caught a fly ball on
the run for the final out.
Getting his program over the
hump was very comforting to the
head coach.

“I’ve been coaching publicly
for 16 years, and it was a big
relief, especially with this group
of young men that came into
Morgan Park,” Radcliffe said. “To
see the seniors leave with a championship ring, it brought a lot of
tears to my eyes.”
The Mustangs offense was
propelled in the title win by what
they’ve been doing all season:
taking advantage of the opponent’s lack of attention. In this
win, they stole 12 bases, and had
six walks. Senior centerfielder
James Davison and teammate
Darius Hill both stole three times
in the game.
“I can pick up patterns [of
the opposing pitchers] like the
wind-up and the delivery and that
helps me steal bases,” Davison
said.
The team’s speed is one of
the reasons they can pick up the
bases so well.
“I would say we have one of
the fastest teams in the state,”
Radcliffe said. “[The coaches]
teach them to be very aggressive,
but smart, and any time that we

can steal a base, we’re going to
take it.”
Other aspects of the team
only got better as the team drove
through the post-season, according to Davison.
“Pitching and defense got
stronger in the playoffs,” he said,
adding “we never gave up more
than three earned runs in the
playoffs.”
However, just before the end
of the regular season, the Mustangs lost four straight leading up
to a closing win, something that
could lead some to have feared
the worst for the team moving
forward, but not McKinnis.
“Teams have ups and downs,
but this just made us stronger,”
he said.
Even after the team’s loss to
Simeon last season, the coach felt
great confidence that his team
would return and be victorious.
“We basically had the same
team coming back; we added
some new additional guys to our
program,” he said. “We felt that
we were going to come back and
win anyway, and we feel like we’re

going to win next year, too. And,
it was great motivation. We were
in the city championship and we
lost, so the guys were really motivated to win this year.”
And despite that nearly half
of the team is made up of graduating seniors, leaving a group of
sophomores and one junior, McKinnis believes that the Mustangs
will be back again next year.
“They have heart,” he said.
“They have a crop of talent--all of
them are good, have gifts.”

“It’s very realistic,” he said.
“We have a Division 1 program
with a lot of high talented players
and we’re going to be the first
public league team to win the
state championship [in the modern era].”
The last time a Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) team won a state
championship was before the teams
were divided by class levels in 19771978. Hubbard won in 1972-1973.
A Public League team has won the
title five times since 1939.

IHSA CLASS 3A
REGIONAL CHAMPIONS!

LOOKING AHEAD
TO SECTIONALS
AND SCHEDULING ISSUES

And now the team is working
its way through the IHSA Class
3A playoffs, winning the regional
semifinal last week against Hancock (11-1), and then this past
Saturday, beat the defending regional champion Evergreen Park
Mustangs in a 2-1 nail-biter for
the Class 3A Lincoln-Way West
Regional title.
Could these Mustangs be the
first Public League team to go all
the way?

MP will face the Manteno Panthers tomorrow (Thursday) in the
sectional semifinal at New Lenox
(Lincoln-Way West) at 6:30 p.m.
As if the team just can’t get
a break, and if the Mustangs win
tomorrow, the sectional championship is currently scheduled (as
of Sunday) for 11 a.m. on Saturday--yes, the same day as graduation--at New Lenox (Lincoln-Way
West).
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CPS officials strip boys track of second place city finish
By Quincy Beaird
and Maurice Jones

T

he Mustangs boys
varsity track team took
second place in the Public League
championship after falling short by
only 15 points at Hanson Stadium
on the city’s West Side on May
10, but their runner-up status was
short-lived after Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) athletic officials
stripped the team of their place
due to a technicality.
After the team points had
been calculated, the Lane
Technical High School Warriors
were awarded first place with 88
points, with the Mustangs earning
73 for second place. The team
went home after the competition-now left to focus on state—and
were surprised to learn days
later that they wouldn’t keep the
runner-up status.
Apparently, comments made
on a Chicago public schools sports
blog, Neilski.typepad.com, on
May 10, alerted CPS officials that
a sophomore who participated in
the frosh-soph championship also
ran with the varsity team.
“Why is no one talking about
the fact that mp [sic] had varsity runners running jv,” posted by a commenter named “Morgan park fraud.”
Later in the thread it was
posted that CPS Regional Athletic
Director Thomas Smith was notified.
Apparently, the rules were not
clearly communicated, according
to head coach Ryan Berba.
“CPS did strip the team from
their second place [finish] because
there was confusion on what the
ruling was,” he said. “It was that
[the team was] not allowed to have
underclassmen compete on both
varsity and sophomore levels. We

were unclear and an athlete ran
both levels; CPS Track and Field
[officials] only allows for athletes to
run on one level.”
Team members were saddened by the finish that was taken
from them.
It was surprising and since we
were kinda warned,” senior track
athlete Smith said. “I feel disappointed that the coaches made
the decision to let [the sophomore] participate.”
However, knowing that their
actual performance was impressive still gave them a sense of
satisfaction.
“It was disappointing that we
were stripped, but not totally,”
he said. “It let me realize that we
are still top in the city and that
Morgan Park got our haters back.
Also I couldn’t dwell on it long
because, as a senior, I had to focus on state, which has been the
bigger picture the entire time.”
Led by senior captains
Brandon Riley, Charles Bournes ,
Quincy Beard, and Timothy Smith
the Mustangs started out winning
their first three events in the 4 x
100-meter, 4 x 200-meter, and
4 x 400-meter. Riley broke the
school’s 400-meter record with
a 49.2-second time and he was
ranked number one in the state
for the 400-meter dash.
After breaking the school’s
long-held record since 2002, Riley
was surprised when he learned of
his special performance.
“I wasn’t even aware of what
the record was,” he said, “but I feel
really accomplished now that I hold
the record, but it only makes me
want to work harder and break it
again and run under 49 seconds.”
As the race unfolded, Morgan
Park had the lead until it came to
races that featured no MP com-

petitors in the event: The Mustangs had no participants in the
1600-meter race, two-mile race,
open 800-meter race, and the
sprint medley which caused them
to fall short in the points ranking.
Their chief rival, Lane Tech, who
took first, had runners in each event,
which helped them beat MP by 10
points and win the championship.
Unfortunately, there just
weren’t enough team members on
the MP squad, according to Berba.
“We don’t have the number of
kids on our team as [Lane does],” he
said. “There are players that are already running in two to three events
and making them run more events
would not be smart. City is only a
stepping stone to the overall goal of
the state championship.”
But even with the smaller
group, Berba was very happy with
the young men he does have.
“This is the best team I have
coached in a while,” he said, “and
I feel like they did a great job and
they went out there and performed
regardless of their disadvantages,
so I am very proud of them.”
Despite the varsity team falling
short, and even having their runnerup title stripped, the sophomore
boys team went on to take first
place in city. The sophomore team
is led mostly by true freshmen who
have a lot of potential, according to
assistant coach Alonzo Harris.
“This team looks up to a lot
of the seniors who are on the
team and they learn very fast,
which is why I think they compete
so hard and go out there and
perform,” Harris said.
Sophomore captain Jarred
Edwards added that he expects
the team to do big things in the
future and can’t wait for next year.
The team competed at state
on May 29 in Charleston, and

Coach Berba had high expectations, saying that the 4x100meter of Smith, Jaylin Edwards,
Bournes, and Riley have a strong
chance of winning a state title.
“I think they will do very
well,” Berba said. “I expect Brandon to compete in the 400 and

bring home an individual championship which MP hasn’t brought
back in a long time so I’m anxious
to see what will happen.”
In fact, Riley ran a 49.33 time
at state in the 400-meter. He now
has the two fastest 400-meter
times in MP history.

Girls softball team
wraps up season

Junior first baseman Tierra Townsend slides into home
for the last score in a blowout win, 14-4, over Gwendolyn
Brooks last month. The Lady Mustangs lost the first round
in the Public League playoffs, but won in the first round
of the IHSA playoffs against Eric Solorio Academy High
School (16-5). The team fell against Glen Ellyn (Glenbard
South) in the LaGrange Park Regional, 16-0.

Olympians get gold at spring games
T

he Morgan Park High School Special Olympics team, coached
by teacher Darlene Pollard, proudly represented their school
at the 46th annual Special Olympics Opening Ceremonies and Spring
Games Track and Field Events in early May, held in Soldier Field.
Also, Marquez Jones will be competing in the Special Olympics
Illinois State Games in 100-Meter Run and Softball Throw on June
13, 14, and 15 at Illinois State University.

MORGAN PARK SPECIAL OLYMPICS TEAM
MEDAL AND RIBBON COUNT
FOR SPRING GAMES MAY 2014
Athlete		

THE 2014 SPECIAL OLYMPICS TEAM
Front row: Rodney Davis, Harold Thomas, Sharon King, Zonia Stewart, Deja Williams, Porcha
Jackson, and Marquez Jones. Back row: Jalen Spencer, Rushton Tennort, Breche Hardy,
Cordero Rainey, Javonate Holloway, Verdell Jones, Myles Hartwig, Brandi Pointer, Rashawnta
Brown, Sylvester Elverton, and Antwon Morris.

Medal/Ribbon

Event

1. Rashawnta Brown
Silver		
Softball Throw
2. Rodney Davis		
Gold 		
Softball Throw
			Bronze		100 Meter Run
3. Sylvester Elverton
Silver		
50 Meter Run
4. Breche Hardy		
6th place Ribbon Softball Throw
5. Javonate Holloway
Gold		
50 Meter Run
6. Marquez Jones
Gold		
100 Meter Run
			Gold 		Softball Throw
7. Verdell Jones		
Silver		
50 Meter Run
			Gold 		Softball Throw
8. Sharon King		
Bronze		
Softball Throw
9. Antwon Morris
Silver		
50 Meter Run
10. Brandi Pointer
Bronze		
Tennis Ball Throw
11. Jalen Spencer
Gold		
50 Meter Run
12. Zonia Stewart		
Bronze		
Tennis Ball Throw
13. Rushton Tennort
Gold		
50 Meter Run
			Gold		Softball Throw
14. Harold Thomas
Silver		
50 Meter Run
15. Darja Williams
Silver		
Tennis Ball Throw

Total Medal Count

Gold (8), Silver (6), Bronze (4), Ribbon (1)
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Mustang baseball wins their first city title

By Kayla Cruse

T

he Mustangs varsity baseball (23-7)
team did something no other had
done before in school history: win a city title.
In order to reach the title game, MP first
had to beat the Lane Technical High School
Warriors in the semifinals at Wrigley Field the
day of prom, 3-1.
The Mustangs fell behind 1-0 in the second, but earned all they needed in the fourth,
pulling ahead of the Warriors 3-1. Sophomore
pitcher Christian Bullock threw a complete
game for the W.
“It was a big, big-time moment for the
kids, for myself, having the opportunity to play
at that prestigious ballpark and to be able to
come out with a victory,” head coach Ernest
Radcliffe said.
After that game, it was back to the champi-

onship for the second year in a row, with a plan
to vindicate last year’s second place finish. The
2013 Mustangs played for the Public League
championship against Simeon at UIC’s then-Les
Miller Field, in their first title game appearance
ever, but lost 20-9. This year, the plan was to
take the next step and win the title. And they
did.
The Mustangs took on the Taft High School
Eagles the very next day in a roller-coaster
battle for city supremacy.
The 1 p.m. game at Curtis Granderson
Stadium at the University of Illinois at Chicago
(UIC) started off as a blowout, with MP putting
up one run in the first inning and three more
in the third, while starting senior pitcher Elijah
McKinnis kept the Eagles scoreless.
However, Radcliffe wasn’t going to let the

Please turn to page 14 for
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Right fielder Devon Jones catches the final out in the top
of the seventh for the win!
Centerfielder James Davison steals
third in the first inning. He had five on
the day.

Starting pitcher Elijah McKinnis winds up with a fastball.

Designated hitter
sophomore Christian
Bullock gets fired up
after a clutch double in
the fifth inning.

Sophomore relief pitcher
Jarren Norman delivers a
pitch.

