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By Zakiyah Smith

T

hree separate events
were held late last
month in an effort to celebrate
African American History
Month at Morgan Park.
Different organizations
and individuals took the initiative to sponsor and coordinate
a series of mostly new events.
The first event last week
was the annual Ebony Amor
concert, the second was a
cultural assembly, which was
followed, Friday, by a student
exposition on African American history of some of the
most famous and influential
African Americans in history.
At the concert that took
place on the evening of Tuesday, February 25, the Fine Arts
Department choruses, concert
chorale, female chorus, and
male chorus, all performed

A large group of the various choruses sing the opening song at last week’s “Ebony Amour,”
“Lift Every Voice and Sing.” The annual show was held in Blackwelder Hall, last Tuesday
evening, which included the mixed, boys and girls, and gospel groups, as well as special solo
performances. (Photo by Joshua Brock)
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Mustangs endure unending winter
By Bashia Powell
and Anaja Smith

F

JUST ANOTHER WHITE-OUT SNOW STORM Mustangs leave at the end of the school day in what

INSID E

appeared to be a blizzard, although only--only--another 5 inches fell officially at O’Hare Airport on
Monday, February 17. Additional snow since made this meteorological winter (December through
February) the 3rd snowiest on record with 67.4 inches.
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or most Chicagoans,
Mustangs included,
winter, this year, has been crazy.
With school closings, extreme
temperatures, frozen water
pipes, blizzards with white-out
conditions, and excruciating wind
chills, most are crying to see
some glimpse of warmer weather.
Students and staff have an unpleasant feeling about Chicago's
constant white blanket of snow.
So far this year, O’Hare International Airport (where the official
weather for Chicago is recorded)
has a season total of 67.4 inches
(as of February 28). That pushed
this season to earning the title of
third snowiest on record, according to a report by local weather
guru Tom Skilling. The next
record level? The winter of 19661967, which had 68.4 inches.
Xerondre Meyer, a senior,
had a bizarre experience with
the depth of this year’s heavy
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snowfalls.
“The craziest experience I've
had this year in the winter is when
the snow came all the way to my
hips,” Meyer said. "I decided to
go swimming in it.”
With worse weather, come
bad streets and roads.
“Recently, me and my sister
were in the car and we slid,” said
Kayla Myers, a senior. “To prevent
an accident, we just turned into
the direction our car was going. It
was so scary.”
This past meteorological winter, which extends from December to the last day of February
(last Friday), is now officially the
third coldest and third snowiest
on record since 1871. The worst
winter happened in 1978-79.
There were four Chicago
Public School (CPS) closings
this school year so far, due to
extremely cold subzero temperatures and even worse wind chills.
On those days, some students
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Take a moment
and
consider
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got
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By Maggie West

“You must take personal
responsibility. You cannot change
the circumstances, the seasons,
or the wind, but you can change
yourself. That is something you
have charge of.”
--Jim Rohn, an American
entrepreneur, author and
motivational speaker.

H

ave you wondered
what would happen
if certain historical events
never occurred? For example,
if Martin Luther King Jr. never
marched on Washington what
would’ve happened? What about
his famous “I Have a Dream”

speech? Has it ever occurred to
you about what would happen
to African Americans if former
President Abraham Lincoln
never initiated the Emancipation
Proclamation?
February is known for Black
History Month, and it seems like
today’s youth, especially African
Americans, have lost sight of
its true meaning. I know that
constantly hearing about the
same figures can get a tad bit
irritating, but there is a true and
a necessary meaning behind it.
Besides the fact that back in the
late 1950’s to the 1960’s, equal
rights were being fought for, our
ancestors risked their lives for the
future, us.

Throughout my high school
years, I’ve noticed that there’s
hasn’t been much talk about
Black History Month. Even though
this month, during second period
there’s a small announcement
about the famous figures, but
who is really listening?
I hate to admit it, but my
generation has lost sight of
how they’ve received so much
freedom. We take advantage of
everything that comes our way.
Education is a definite first.
We do the minimal to get by
thinking that it’s good enough.
Our goals and priorities are out of
whack. We spend our time fantasizing about what we think want
in life instead of actually working

towards the goal.
We don’t have a sense of
morals like our grandparents did.
Everything has to be quick and
easy. We like to rush into things
instead of thinking about the
consequences.
And who’s to blame? Everyone. Somewhere along the line,
something changed. The gratefulness we had to the people who
came before is no longer around.
If we take the time to actually
think about how truly blessed we
are, maybe things can change.
In order for things to change,
we have to begin with ourselves.
Take a look in the mirror and recognize our strengths and weaknesses. The next step, improve on

our flaws.
No one is perfect but no one
has to be awful. Try becoming the
person that you would be proud
of. Not your parents, siblings, just
you. So from that from twenty
years someone can say, “because
of you, I don’t give up.”
That’s what our ancestors
wanted. They not only wanted us
to look up to them, but for someone to look up at us.
“Change does not roll in on
the wheels of inevitability, but
comes through continuous struggle. And so we must straighten
our backs and work for our freedom. A man can’t ride you unless
your back is bent.”
--Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.

eWar
popular
dancing
rages
on
diagainst
tori
a
l
O
By Maryah Person

ur parents did it, so
why can’t we?
Dancing has been around for
as long as anyone can remember,
so why should the law have a sayso on how people dance? Dance
is a way of expressing feelings for

oneself or for another person.
There shouldn’t be a law
prohibiting dirty dancing. Why
should the government waste
time passing a law about dancing
when the economy is in the shape
that it’s in? The United States is
under construction and the way
children dance should be the
least of their concerns.
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Yes, dirty dancing better known
as “twerking,” now made infamous
by singer Miley Cyrus at last fall’s
MTV Video Music Awards show, is
not accepted by many adults, but
how dare they say anything about
the way children dance.
Back when our parents were
growing up they did the exact
thing, if not worst. House parties
were very popular and “grinding”
on the opposite sex was also a
favorite of theirs.
Children follow by example, so
it shouldn’t be a reason why dirty
dancing is seen as such a bad thing.
The First Amendment states
we have “freedom of speech,”
which also relates to freedom of
expression. The only things kids
are doing are expressing themselves through dancing.
Dance is a part of many
cultures and should not be
eliminated because of the type of
movements a person does.
Some may consider twerk-

ing inappropriate, but if that’s the
case, then people as individuals
should not perform that dance
and not punish others for doing it.
I personally believe that adults
view dirty dancing as an act of having sex with clothes on or degrading
to women. Dancing with people at
parties isn’t always of sign of wanting to perform sexual activities, but
a way of enjoying oneself.
Dirty dancing is not as serious as people want to make it
seem. There are much worst
things that kids could be doing
than dancing. If the law takes
away a common style of dancing,
it’s just going to create space for
more problems to occur.
Wouldn’t you rather a child
dancing inside the parties,
instead of standing outside on a
street corner?
Plus it’s not a fact that just
because a law is made that
people will abide by it. Rules
are broken everyday, and when

In the 1950s, even the way
rocker Elvis Presley danced was
considered vulgar and dirty.
something is taken away from a
child that they enjoy doing, than
they become very familiar with a
word called rebellion.
No need to waste time adding laws; dancing is an way of life.
How bout we as society focus on
more important factors of life.

Why are you going to college?
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By Brittney McMillion

s the school year is
slowly approaching to a
close and seniors are coming into
their last of days of high school,
I’m positive we’re all anxious to
finally get on campus and end all
the real wondering.
Seniors have heard a lot about
the actual “college life” from
previous students, but many of us
have yet to actually experience for
ourselves. The freedom, the work,
the parties, the food, etc.
Not one opinion of college
will be the same because we
all have different definitions of
fun. The school you decide on is
always a big factor in how much
you will also get to experience.
Many students plan on going
to college and being something
on campus. A lot want to participate in “Greek Life” but some
universities don’t have Greek or
at least certain Greek and if you
haven’t done your research don’t
be surprised if your university
doesn’t have Greeks.
On campus living is always a

big topic, “How big are the room,
how clean are the community style
bathrooms, how rowdy do the
floors really get?” This once again
also depends on your choice of
university and you as a person.
Some present college
students hate community style
living because it isn’t “as clean”
as they would like it, some love
it because they can easily meet
new people on their floor without
being locked in their suite.
Some seniors aren’t even
ready for the real college life. It
isn’t all fun and games. Work is
playing a big role in the college
life. Dropout rates are real, and
graduation rates are low.
For example, Mizzou, which
is a very popular university has a
low graduation rate. Only 45.9
percent of students graduate
within four years, 70 percent
graduate within seven years.
You also have to be very careful with your choices. It’s proven
that 30 percent of students drop
out their first year. Coming home,
regardless of where you go after
your first year is real. Some or
even better most students aren’t

really ready for what such a huge
environment has coming for them.
We can all say that we’re really
anxious for college for the wrong
reasons. We all want to be free, on
our own, staying out and up as long
as we want, doing as we please.
Those are really great reasons for us teenagers, but we
must remember that we’re still
in school, and we still have one
reason for being there and that’s
to get a degree. Staying focused
is definitely going to be hard.

EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to the
editor. All letters must have a name and division number. We reserve the right to edit
all letters for mechanics, length, and content.
Please submit responses with name and division to Mr. Majeske or any member of the
newspaper, or to KEMajeske@cps.edu.
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SIS holds forum to raise awareness
of teenage relationship violence
By Danielle Washington
and Timia Strickland

S

Brittani Shade
and DeQuan Hoover

W

alk the runway,
pose, and turn.
IMAC’s annual fashion show
is coming up soon, and this
year’s models are ready to
strut their stuff!
IMAC (Immaculate Models) is a modeling program
that started in 2011, now
sponsored by English teacher
Carletha Whitfield. From then
until now, IMAC has brought a
lot of positivity to the students
of Morgan Park by allowing
them to show their uniqueness
and style.
“The IMAC modeling
program is really great,” junior
member Donald Harvey said.
“It gives me something productive and fun to do during
the marching band offseason.”
So what actually happens
in the IMAC program?
“We work with different
partners within the group,” junior member Chardae’ Capler
said. “We get to do fashion
shows, meet designers, and
even have photo shoots. I
think anyone with a passion for
fashion would love to join.”
As people may have
experienced, any teams with
captains or leaders around
their own age may cause an

REVIEWS

IMAC member Amber
McMorris strikes a pose.
authority issue amongst the
members.
“It could get catty sometimes, but despite all of that,
we work together to do what
we love,” Capler said.
“I like the environment and
the people at practice,” junior
member Alexandra Glenn
said, “but I don’t like the way
people don’t take it seriously
sometimes. It really makes me
not want to be committed to it,
either.”
The IMAC fashion show
is set to be held on April 10,

Please turn to page 5 for

IMAC

IS (Sassy Intellectual
Sisters), and Student
Council hosted a discussion in
the library on February 6 to draw
awareness among teens about
dating violence.
Senior Tiana Kamble and
junior Larie Strong led the talk by
explaining the seriousness about
teen violence, identifying the
characteristics of a healthy versus
an unhealthy relationship, and
how to give advice to a friend if
they are in a negative relationship. About 40 students were in
attendance.
Teen dating violence is
defined as the physical, sexual, or
psychological/emotional violence
within a dating relationship, as
well as stalking.
At the SIS discussion, people
attended for different reasons,
not just because their are in a bad
relationship.
“I’m here to support my
best friend,” sophomore Janielle
Withers said. “There are so many
reasons on how a relationship can
go bad, and it is really crazy to
me. Dating a person with anger
problems can only end badly,
which is why I hate to see people
in one.”
Young adult dating violence
is a big problem affecting youth
in every community across the
nation, according to Love Is Respect.org, an online partnership
between Break the Cycle and the
National Dating Abuse helpline.

SIS members and guests engage in an activity to learn about the
seriousness of dating violence last month in the library.
“One in three adolescents
in the U.S. is a victim of physical, sexual, emotional or verbal
abuse from a dating partner,” the
website states.
And, although, data show
that males are predominantly the
aggressors, such violence is not
solely committed by them. According to the National Coalition
Against Domestic Violence, 85
percent of women are victims,
while 15 percent of men are.
“I feel that it doesn’t only
have a gender on dating,” junior
Rachelle Hampton said.
According to the teen dating
violence awareness project, Live
Your Dream, as many as one out
of three teens experience some
form of abuse in there romantic
dating relationships. As teens
form their first romantic relationship, they are often unclear
about what constitutes a healthy
relationship.

Grace period elimination catches
many tardy students off guard
By Shauntice Allen
and Maurice Jones

F

irm enforcement of the
first period tardy policy
caught many students off guard
last Wednesday, when those who
arrived at or after the 7:45 a.m. tardy
bell were swept into the cafeteria for
the remainder of the period.
Well over a hundred late
students were sent into what became a very crowded lunchroom,
as the 10-minute grace period
was quietly eliminated by the
administration.
“Students are to arrive at
school before 7:45, and If not,
they will be swept,” said one security guard, who asked to remain
anonymous.
The term “swept” means to be
taken into the lunchroom and unable to attend class. Students won’t
be able to make up missing work.
During this harsh winter, students arriving late for first period
were given until 7:55 a.m. to get
to class without being swept.
Unfortunately, many took
advantage of the administration’s
generosity, loitering in the halls,
most of, if not the entire time. Even
some who arrived well before the
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tardy bell, abused the grace period
by still going to class late.
Not surprisingly, students are
unhappy with the new policy.
“Our school has been doing hall sweeps for a long time
now, but starting before school
is unnecessary,” senior DeAnna
Kinds said. “There are numerous
reasons why students could end
up late, such as car trouble, family
emergencies, etcetera, but MP
doesn’t care and that’s unfair.”
School staff say that students
hang out in the halls too much
and rules needs to be enforced
more aggressively.
“I honestly feel like the new
policy will be effective,“ the security
guard said.” The students like to
linger in the halls and take their time
getting to school. This will teach
students to get to school on time.”
Some students feel like the way
the administration went about eliminating the grace period is unfair.
“I felt it was wrong for them
to not tell us in advance about
the new policy before they enforced it,” junior Chris Parker said.
Other students feel as if the
new tardy policy will hurt students
more than help.
“I feel like the policy is being
taken extremely to far,” senior

“I think no one should be in
a [violent] relationship,” junior
Karrington Taylor said. “I believe
a [violent] relationship starts when
the boyfriend/girlfriend gets mad
or has anger problems, and their
partner says nothing about it or
let it slide.”
Often teens that are in abusive relationships stay with their
partner because they feel that
they are in love or are to scared
to leave them according to the
Love Is Respect website.
Some agree with the sites
summation.
“People stay in a relationship
after the first sign of being abused,
because they are scared or either in
love with their partner, and, really,
all that does is gives the abuser
more power,” Taylor said.

Please turn to page 13 for
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IB
buzz
By Chelsea Brown

LATE REALLY MEANS LATE Tardy students fill the cafeteria after

being swept after the 7:45 a.m. bell. (Photo by Maurice Jones)
Brandon Riley said. “ I’m usually on
time for school, but I feel like we
shouldn’t have to miss a 50-minute
class just for being one minute late.”
Many students argue that
even when being late class instructions still haven’t been assigned so
they don’t miss anything.
“I’m usually five minutes late
for school, but I still don’t miss instructions in class,” senior Dakota
Reid said. “I feel like the policy
won’t work and it will just hurt
students’ grades and attendance
for their first period classes.”
Teachers argue that with the

teaching method of “gradual
release,” when teacher-centered
instruction is given almost solely
at the beginning of class, tardiness is extremely disruptive and
counter to the learning process.
One teacher also sees other
policies potentially changing due
to the perception that students
are being ungrateful with the leniency given on some rules, including that of the cell phone usage.

Please turn to page 4 for

ABUSE IT
AND LOSE IT

On March 15,
all senior external assessments are due. The TOK
(Theory of Knowledge) essay, World Literature essay,
and Extended Essay will be
uploaded and/or mailed
to IBO. On behalf of the
Senior Class, I would like
to thank all of the teachers who supervised the
students in completing their
Extended Essays, helping
us along the way in this
long, challenging process.
I would also like to give a
special thanks to social sciences teacher Mr. Alvin James,
who has not only taught us
TOK, but has helped us with
all of our IB course work.
•

•

•

•

IB Middle Years Programme (MYP) students
wrapped up their Personal
Project presentations and

Please turn to page 7 for

IB BUZZ
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Are Chicago schools weather wimps?
canceled school four times this
school year, on Monday, January 27 and Tuesday, January 28,
plus earlier on Monday, January
6 and Tuesday January 7, when
temperatures also plunged below
zero and there was a recorded
wind chill of 42 below zero.
But, historically, the system
rarely closes at all due to weather,
when looking over the last 47
years. A reporter for WBEZ found
that CPS has closed a total of 20
days since the late 1960s, includ-

continued from page 3

“The way that some students
abuse the relaxed cell phone policy--now being able to use them
in the hallways during passing
periods--by playing music without
headphones on and using them
to text while in class, I could see
the administration reversing that,
too,” journalism teacher Keith
Majeske said. “Too many students
are just ungrateful when it comes
to rules being bent for them.”
The recent sweeping issue
has been extremely controversial,
but as students say, the administration always wins.
“There’s no use in going back
and forth with the administration, we all know that our feelings
don’t matter,” senior Ahnnyshia
Hibler said. “The administration
isn’t going to change the policy,
so there’s no use in debating
about it. Students will just have to
get to school on time.”

1967: CPS closed schools for six days (blizzard)
1979: three days (-81 below zero wind chill)
1982: one day
1994: one day (not closed due to subzero

Blizzard of 1967: The photo above, looking south toward the
Field Museum, shows a paralyzed Lake Shore Drive. Schools
closed for six days, the most for one year in CPS history.

C

hicago Public
Schools (CPS) has
had something of a reputation
for closing quickly whenever
it snows a little bit or gets just

ing this year.
During the blizzard of
1967--which dropped 23
inches, covered Chicago and
the suburbs, the largest single
snowfall in the city’s history-the board essentially closed
schools for six days, the most
ever. The second most was
in 1979 when schools closed
for three days, during a frigid
weather spell that featured an
81 degrees below zero wind
chill!

temps, but students were given an
excused absence)
1999: two days
2009: one day
2011: two days (Ground Hog Day Blizzard)
2014: four days (due to subzero temps)

a little too chilly for its students;
however, this appears to be a
well-worn myth.
Some were saying students
were weather wimps, as CPS

(Source: WBEZ “History of Chicago Public School
Closures”)

BRRRRR!

continued from page 1

decided to do a “snow challenge,” which is jumping into
a large amount of snow with a
minimum level of clothing--just
the opposite of what one would
expect on a bitterly cold day.
“I did it with a few of my cousins in shorts and tank tops,” said
Korine Britt, a senior. “It was so cold
that I barely jumped in the snow
fully. As soon as it was over, I ran in
the house, got excruciating frostbite
and eventually became sick.”
While walking to school, a
student explained how much she
hates the snow and “black” ice
hidden underneath.
“My worst experience in the
snow this year was when I was
walking to school, and the snow
was wasn't cleared so it had ice
underneath it,” said Lizet Quezada,
another senior. “I slipped, but I
caught my balance. I'm definitely
tired of winter and all of this snow.”
Similarly, senior Tyshay Russell
had another slippery experience.

“I was walking to the car
and I start sliding,” she said. “To
prevent myself from falling, I had
my arms out to brace myself. It
was so embarrassing, because I
thought everybody saw me.”
This year's winter has
shocked pretty much everyone.
Chicago's lowest recorded temperature of -16 was excruciatingly
cold. With this weather, bundling
up is not at all optional.
“This is the first winter in a
long time where I had to actually
‘keep warm,’” said Shatira Smith,
student at Carter G. Woodson
charter school. “I make sure I
don’t go without my sweater, hat,
scarf, and gloves.”
According to a how-to website, Wikihow, it is explained that
bundling up consists of layers and
the obvious: a coat.
“Layer t-shirts and longsleeve t-shirts, and top with
a sweater or sweatshirt,” the
website advises. “Wear a good

winter coat; this is an invaluable
investment.”
Speaking of the cold, this
winter has --so far--delivered 23
days of lows below zero, Skilling
noted on his online weather blog.
The 129-year-old record is 25
days below zero, a record that’s
could certainly be broken, as most
long-term forecasts are predicting
colder-than-normal temps for the
region over the next three months.
Skilling says temperatures will
average about 20 degrees below
normal for the next five days, and
13 degrees below normal for the
five days after that – which gets
us into the middle of March.
This has been the third coldest winter in 143 years of recorded
Chicago weather history, Skilling
said, with about 7 days in 10 since
November producing below-normal temperatures. Meteorological
winter ended with February, marking the close of what is usually the
coldest three months.

DON’T EXPECT A DRAMATIC WARM-UP

The National
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration’s (NOAA) threemonth forecast (March, April, and May) is predicting a
significantly below normal temperature pattern (B) in the
upper Midwest region, while Alaska and most of the West
and South region will have temps above normal (A).

we’ve had a lotta snow, but not the most

It seems like every other day snow has fallen in Chicago. This year, snow started to fall in November and has continued into March this past weekend. However,
meteorological winter (December through February, officially), left Chicago with 67.4 total inches of white stuff for the 2013-2014 season, making it the 3rd worst
winter in Chicago history. The one that tops them all was when a total of 89.7 inches fell during the 1978-1979 winter. This March is already starting out badly, with
an additional dusting on Saturday morning and another 3.7 inches Saturday night at O’Hare International Airport. This brings the snowfall total for the third snowiest
July through June total to 71.4 inches. The next record is 77 inches, set 1969-1970. The biggest snowstorm ever during the month of March in Chicago
dropped 14.3 inches on March 25-26 in 1970. Don’t be surprised if it keeps snowing into the spring. Snowfall even in May is not that
unusual in Chicago, having occurred in nearly 25 percent (30 out of 126) of the Mays here since 1885. In most instances the snow has
not been measurable, falling as rain mixed with snow or a few flurries. Only nine Mays have produced measurable snow, most recently
(before this year) 0.5 inch was recorded on May 6, 1989.
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Teachers reapply for positions as MP transitions to IB Wall-to-Wall
By Briana Simmons
and Ja’Quan Kilgore

N

on-International
Baccalaureate
Programme (IB) certified teachers,
and those not currently teaching
an IB class, who want to maintain
their position at Morgan Park
were required to reapply at
the school last month and to
commit to training for the special
certification.
Since MP is now rebranded
as an IB Wall-to-Wall high school,
all teachers are required to be
certified to teach in the rigorous
methodology.
Teachers first learned of
the hiring process from Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) officials at an
after-school meeting on December 12. Beginning Wednesday,
January 29, teachers were to
have examined the eBulletin that
outlined the requirements for the
available positions at MP, and
then submit a cover letter and
resume’.
Soon after, teachers were
offered an interview, beginning
Saturday, February 15, and are ongoing. The school’s administration
and one regional office representative are conducting the interviews. MP teachers are expected
to know whether or not they will
be retained by Friday, March 14.
Teachers who are diverse in
their level of teaching will be the
first to get their teaching contracts
renewed. Those who can teach at
an IB level are nearly guaranteed
a position next year, so it’s unlikely
that this process is being used to
simply reconstitute the building.
“I don’t think that’s what
[principal] Dr. Epps has in mind,
to get rid of any teachers,” said
24-year veteran social sciences
teacher James Adduci. “I can’t
speak for the board, but she sees
it as a way to get quality teachers
IB trained.”
In fact, those who commit to
the program will undergo development to become certified in IB.
“Anybody in this building
is getting the IB training, to my
knowledge, and I’m not on the totem pole in terms for decision-mak-

ing, so I don’t what the criteria will
be for them,” said Michelle Harton,
a math teacher at Morgan Park
for the last five years. “Except I’m
sure they’re going to be looking for

Every student in Morgan
Park will be encouraged to take
at least one IB class, although
upperclassmen won’t necessarily have to take an IB Diploma

or IB career track course. The
change in course should not be
overwhelming for those who have

Please turn to page 7 for
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District calendar reverses course on August start
WHAT’S OLD IS NEW AGAIN

Chicago Public Schools (CPS) recently released the 2014-2015 school year calendar,
featuring changes that are familiar to those who have attended or worked at a city school that didn’t have a special track
(which were all eliminated this school year). The first day for students will be the day after Labor Day, which, historically, had
been the opening day for Chicago. Suburban and private schools typically start the week or so before. This will push the end
of the year to June 16. Most holidays and vacations remain the same, except for Lincoln’s Birthday (now a school day) and
Presidents Day (now a holiday), likely so that the February holiday will create a three-day weekend.
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continued from page 3

2014. For most models, this is
their very first fashion show that
they will be performing in.
“To be honest, I’m a little
nervous,” said sophomore member Kyra King. “It’ll be my first
time doing this and I don’t want
to mess up.”
But some are more confident
than others.
“I’m very confident in my
modeling ability,” junior member
Kristina Echols said. “I’ve been
doing this for a while now, so I’m
pretty sure I’m going to do great
in the fashion show.”
IMAC members aren’t the
only ones that benefit from the
fashion show.
“I personally love seeing
my friends model in the fashion
show,” junior Kayla Lee said.
“They always look so pretty, and
they usually do a really good job.”
Some students just like to
go to support the program in
general.
“I like going to the IMAC
fashion shows because everyone

someone who is going to meet the
demands of the IB program.”
The application process,
which was open to anyone interested, closed February 14.

always looks so fierce,” senior
Mia Jacobs said. “I also like going
to support them. I support them
because it is a club with a positive
meaning behind it.”
The predictions for this year’s
fashion show are a little mixed.
“I think this year’s fashion
show will be one of the best yet,”
Echols said. “We have some
pretty good models this year, so it
should be a hit.”
However, some are a bit less
optimistic.
“The fashion show this year
may not be as good as the previous years’,” Lee said. “We’ve
lost a lot of great models over
the years, and besides, I don’t
really know anyone who’s in IMAC
anymore.”
IMAC is really a great extracurricular activity to participate in.
Whether it’s your love for fashion
or your creative imagination,
being an Immaculate Model is
something special.
“There’s no other program
like this one,” Jacobs said.

an elective in journalism for the 2014-2015 school year!

Choose Journalism NEWSPAPER on your
subject election form to be completed this month.

YOU’LL learn about the subject
and be a reporter on the EMPEHI News Staff
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CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY MONTH
continued from page 1

solo numbers and then two combined pieces.
The celebratory concert
began with the black national
anthem, “Lift Every Voice and
Sing,” performed by the three
combined choruses and a raising
of the American flag.
After the choruses performed
their separated number, each
included an African-oriented piece.
One of the songs performed by
the male chorus was “Wimoweh”
(“The Lion Sleeps Tonight”); this
African song is mostly recognized
from the movie “The Lion King.”
The soloists included Ollie Banks,

Lavar Reed, and Johnathan Philpot.
Then followed the girls
chorus which sang “Stand Up For
Love.” This tune was originally
recorded by the black girl group
Destiny’s Child. The soloists for
this piece included Tyra DePillars, Ange-Nadege Nlome, and
Korede Anni.
After these groups, Quartet,
Double Take, and soloist Caleb
Bey (who had recently earned
top honors for their singing) took
the stage. The crowd loved both
performances, but it seemed that
Double Take was a crowd favorite.
Another surprise soloist for

African American
History Month
Highlights

1

1. Anthony Davis sings the Concert
Chorale lead-in, “Shosoloza.” 2.
The Gospel Choir sings “Down By
The River Side.” 3. Social science
teacher Katrina Richard sings “Ain’t
Nobody’s Business If I Do.” 4. Glee
Club members perform “All of Me,” a
John Legend tune. 5. Social science
teacher Alvin James, who coordinated
the Ourstory event, speaks to the
audience. 6. The male chorus, led
by director Gabrielyn Foster, sings
“Jingoba.” 7. Students perform a
cultural dance during the Ourstory
assembly. (Photos by Zakiyah Smith)

3

2

4

5
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the night was social sciences
teacher Katrina Richard, who sang
a blues number. Her toned voiced
awed the crowd. Blues was a
popular genre in the black community during the Harlem Renaissance. Chicago is also known as
“The Blues Capital of the World,”
even though the musical genre
has slipped in popularity over the
last couple of decades.
After a ton of solo artists, the
Concert Chorale took the stage.
The group opened up with an African song entitled “Shosholoza.”
It is a traditional Zambian song
performed all over the world.
After a few other performances, it was time for the finale. The
three combined groups returned
to sing “We Shall Overcome.”
This song was very popular during
the civil rights movement. It was
so moving that the chorus director, Gabrielyn Foster, told one of
her classes, “It was so beautiful I
almost cried.”
A new event held to celebrate cultural heritage was
entitled “Ourstory: A Reflection
Upon African American History.”
The event, held second,
fourth, and seventh periods last
Thursday, opened with the Gospel Ensemble singing the black
national anthem “Lift Every Voice
and Sing.” This was followed with
a cultural dance performed by the
pom-pon dance team. Everyone
appeared to enjoy it; you could
tell by the crowd’s reaction.
“The African dancing in the
beginning stood out the most,”
junior Larry Warr said. “It was my
favorite part.”
To calm the mood a bit, a
poem on Frederick Douglass
was read by sophomore Lance
Williams. The poem was titled
“The Hypocrisy of Slavery.” It was
based on the influential African
American leader’s famous speech
given in 1852, “The Hypocrisy of
American Slavery.”
Along with the poem, facts
about Douglass were given,
including how he learned to read
and write. Young Frederick would
trick white kids into teaching him
how to read and write.
This was followed by another
Gospel Ensemble performance,
“Down by the River Side.” This
song is a Negro spiritual about
getting baptized.
Another performance was
given by Asha Barnes. The senior
delivered a reading of an original
poem entitled “L’Enfant Noir.”
Social sciences teacher Alvin
James, who coordinated the
event, also told the crowd something new when he enlightened
the audience on things others said
about Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.
When the topic of Dr. King
came up, it would only make
sense that someone acknowledged perhaps his most recognized speech, “I Have a Dream.”
This speech was recited by Devon. “His speaking was so powerful that I could feel what people
who were alive in that time felt,”
senior Alexis Gale said.
Other students who were
involved in the event were sophomore Anthony Bowen, who recited
one of Muslim minister and human
rights activist Malcolm X’s poems entitled “Ballots or Bullets;”
senior Adrian Harris, who gave
and autobiography on Fannie Lou
Hamer (Hamer was a powerful but
often overlooked female activist);

and who could forget senior Kine
Aidara, along with the Gospel
Ensemble, who sang “A Change Is
Gonna Come,” originally performed by Sam Cooke.
The crowd went wild when
she opened her mouth and sang.
Senior River Bonds bellowed out
in the middle of the performance,
“That girl can sing!”
The last event took place last
Friday. This black history expo,
which was coordinated by science
teacher Dr. Deborah Hawes, consisted of students and their tri-fold
display boards featuring information detailing dominant figures in
African American history.
Some of subjects included
Madame C.J. Walker, an entrepreneur and philanthropist, regarded
as the first female self-made
millionaire in America; Malcolm X;
and NBA basketball great LeBron

James, among others.
“I didn’t know so many of our
people did so much,” freshman
Annasia Williams said.
The events that took place
really had the school talking, and
who could forget our fun facts
about African Americans, delivered
over the public address system
by senior Kelsey Ferguson in the
mornings. I think it’s safe to say that
Black History month was a success.
Some may think that informing children about their history is
unimportant. Knowing where you
came from is something everyone
should strive to understand.
“It’s very important,” senior
Courtney Jones said. “Black history is the foundation of America.
Without us, American couldn’t
be what it is today. Most people
don’t know it, but black history is
extremely essential.”

Black history fair held
to inform others of African
American contributions

Senior Kaitlyn Bradley presents her Black History Month
project on the Black Panthers to fellow seniors Raven
Brinson and R’leecia Carroll. (Photo by Nathan Anderson)
By Nathan Anderson
and Korine Britt

T

he African American
History Fair is a new
event this school year. It was
held in the girls gym in the
south building. It was a fair
that featured student-created
investigative projects about
influential people in African
American history.
Some of the tri-fold
project boards elaborated on
the significant contributions of
African Americans, from physician and NASA astronaut Dr.
Mae Jemison (the first African
American to travel in space,
and who is a Morgan Park
High School graduate, Class
of 1973) to those of the Black
Panther movement.
Many students learned
something new by going to
the fair. There were over 80
projects on display. The students’ projects were very creative and looked like everyone
put a lot of blood, sweat, and
tears into them.
Students were asked to
do their research on people

they didn’t know much about,
or they should go deeper into
their research of someone they
have prior knowledge of to
learn new things, according to
science teacher Dr. Deborah
Hawes, who coordinated the
event.
“The point [of the history
fair was to] let our kids know
where they came from,” she
said. “What I want them to get
out of this is that we have a
very rich culture.”
Many students worked
really hard to put this effort together, including Marcie Dunn,
Patrick Albert, Tammy Russell,
and Allegan Burns, who stayed
till 7 p.m the night before to
help Dr. Hawes prepare, so she
didn’t have to work alone.
Dr. Hawes offered a shoutout to the many teachers who
encouraged their students to
learn about black history and
to participate in the fair: Brian
Patrick, Yonakish McGhee,
Alban Javier, Charles Lesley,
James Fitzgerald, Timothy
Hall, Candace Morgan, Sandra
Payne, Katrina Richards, Ryan
Berba, Eddie Marie Gonzalzles,
and Angela Gipson.
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Beyond the classroom, one teacher’s passion lies on the stage
By Courtney Jones
and Oriana Hondras

O

Social science teacher Katrina Richard plays 1960s vocalist
Betty Everett in Chicago’s Golden Soul at the Black Ensemble
Theater. The show is a musical journey celebrating the artists
who propelled Chicago to national fame as a recording industry
in the ‘60s and ‘70s, and it runs through March 30.

IB BUZZ

continued from page 3

evaluations last Thursday afternoon. Forty-three out of the 45
MYP students presented their
work to a panel of teacher and
administrator judges in the Social
Room over a three-day period.
The Personal Project is a
long-term culminating assessment
given at the end of the Middle
Years Programme to assess the
students’ progress through the
program. It helps them with research, the design cycle, writing,
and calibrating with teachers.
According to the IBO website, each student completes a
personal project in the final year
of the programme, which is “a
significant piece of work that is
the product of the student’s own
initiative and creativity.
“Each project must reflect a personal understanding of the areas of
interaction. Students apply the skills
acquired through one of these areas
as well as approaches to learning.
“Students are expected to
choose their project, which can
take many forms, and take the
process through to completion
under the supervision of a teacher
in the school. This involves:
planning, research, [and] a high
degree of personal reflection.
“The personal project is assessed by teachers against a set

of IB assessment criteria.
MYP coordinator Adriane
Hanes said a good project consists
of “A student that identifies a clear
goal, creates specifications for their
outcome, does great research, has
a well-written paper, and calibrates
with their supervisor.”
Hanes added that there were
many great projects and outcomes
this year; some examples include
the dollhouse, a public service announcement, a student playing an
instrument, and a very nice brochure.
Her advice to next year’s
students is to not to do so many
Power Points. The freshmen will
go through their annual training in
May to help them improve upon
the project.
As Morgan Park begins to
roll out the Wall-To-Wall program,
the IBMYP student population will
double to about 100, according to
Hanes. In fact, the year after that,
every single sophomore will have
to produce the required project.
“I’m going to MYP project
training March 7-10 to learn how
accommodate a large number of
students,” Hanes said.
She added, by 2015-2016, this
project will require the help of all
teachers and staff members to be supervisors and a push for all teachers
to help with the personal projects.

Vocalists earn city honors,
advance to state music festival
By Caleb Richard-Bey

M

organ Park vocalists earned high honors at the
annual Chicago Public Schools (CPS) Music Festival,
held Saturday, February 22 at Kelly High School.
The group Double Take (Anthony Davis, Christopher, Colby
Johnson and Armand Donegan) was judged as superior in the
ensemble category, Donegan was awarded an excellent in the
solo category, and Richard-Bey received an honors-superior in
the solo category.
The music festival is an adjudicated event that offer students
opportunities to strive for their highest levels of music-making,
increasing their music literacy, interpreting and evaluating music,
and making connections between music and other disciplines.
The state competition will be held on March 8.
On a personal note, I was very shocked when I saw the
judges’ decision, when I earned the honors-superior. Music and
singing is my life and it’s what I plan to pursue in college.

ne goal down, one
more to go. One of
our fellow Mustangs has dreams
and aspirations outside of the
ones she conquered when she
graduated college and became a
teacher at Morgan Park.
Teacher Katrina Richard, or
Ms. Richard, as many rightfully
call her, is an aspiring actress.
She sings, dances, acts, and on
top of that, teaches social science classes. She’s a multitasking
woman who realized her passions
early in life.
“I did it all [act, sing, etc.] as
a child even until high school,”
she said. “As a child, I was in
the Chicago Children’s Choir. I
got into it when I was six years
old and I was there until I was

about fifteen. And when I was at
Morgan Park [as a student], I was
in the A Capella Choir for three
years, which I guess would be the
equivalent to Concert Chorale.”
While maintaining her position as a teacher, Richard is still
pursuing her career to this day
and is currently starring in a production.
“I did ‘Who Do Love’ at
the ETA last summer,” she said,
“and then, I’m currently in the
Curtis Mayfield Story at the Black
Ensemble Theater in Chicago’s
Golden Soul at the Black Ensemble Theater.”
Richard has been in productions such as Grease, Dream Girls,
The Vagina Monologues, and
Ain’t Misbehaving throughout her
high school and college career,
but has still stayed true to her
passion of teaching, as well.
“You know, you have both of

your passions in life, and one of
my passions is teaching, but I also
love to sing and I love to act” she
said. “You do your dream, I get to
do both. Teaching gives a stable
paycheck versus acting, which
depends on if you get the role or
not, so there’s stability in teaching, in addition to I love doing it.”
In her most recent production, she plays Betty Everett who
was a singer in the 1960s, most
famous for her hit 1964 single,
“The Shoop Shoop Song.” On
top of acting, Richard is in the
ensemble, singing and dancing
as well.
In the midst of her busy lifestyle that started before her time
at Morgan Park, she still manages
to make it into her classroom by
7:45 a.m., Monday thru Friday,
to continue to pursue her most
stable passion of educating the
youth of our school.

Students, teachers of the semester
nominated in special survey
By Jabari Ben-Yisrael
and Alexia Moore

S

o answer this: If you
could choose a
teacher of the semester,
or even year, who would
it be and why? There are
many teachers at MP who the
students think are good, but
the question is who’s at the
top?
Science teacher Aviva
Theen conducted a survey
last month to not only gather
opinion on students’ favorite
teachers, but to get input on
the top students, too.
There were staff members who earned the top
spot: librarian Kandice
Morgan and math teacher
Lauren Phillips. Additionally,
there were 22 students who
earned recognition for their
efforts in various academic
areas (see Students of the
Month list).

Please turn to page 11 for

STUDENTS OF
THE SEMESTER
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Mathematics Student
of the Semester
Samuel Hentz
“For being the hardest working
student in Calculus”

th
n
o

t
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m

Mathematics Most Improved Student
Nasir Baker
“For being responsible for your grade by always retaking your quizzes.”
Physical Education Student of the Semester
Tammy Russell
“For always being prepared and a pleasure to teach.”
Physical Education Most Improved Student
Tyrone Dennis
“For taking the initiative to improve grade.”
Science Most Improved Student
Ramon Jones
“For showing distinct interest in monitoring and improving grade.”
Science Student of the Semester
Isiaih Williams
“For being highly motivated.”

REHIRING STAFF
continued from page 5

never even taken an honors-level
course. Students may get discouraged by the reputation the IB
program has as being hard and
rigorous, but they should keep
in mind that although there is a
slight change in course load, the
biggest change is the way the
class is taught.
“It doesn’t matter what level
[students are] on, it’s the kind
of instruction that he receives
that makes a student a better
student,” assistant principal Gail
Tennial said.
A recently published FAQ
document for Morgan Park stakeholders clarifies how students will
be impacted.
“[A]ll non-DP 11th and 12th
graders will experience the IB

Programme in some way whether
through exposure to the core
of the IB curriculum model [i.e.,
Extended Essay, Theory of Knowledge (‘TOK’) or Creativity-ActionService (‘CAS’)], DP courses or
the IB Career-Related Certificate
(‘IBCC’) if applicable,” the document states.
However, some juniors who
will become seniors next year
after the transformation have considered transferring, even though
they are so close being finished.
The thought of a full course load
with such challenging classes
scares them. They feel that it may
potentially ruin their last year of
high school.
“My course load, now, isn’t
the easiest, but I’m keeping up,”

junior Nia Johnson said. “I have a
lot of work to do sometimes, but
that’s to be expected junior year.
For them to enforce IB classes
my senior year is unfair. That’s
supposed to be my most relaxed
year. I see a lot of IB seniors
stressed out and falling behind in
their classes or spending a lot of
time doing work, and I don’t want
that.
Senior year is already stressful enough, having to apply to
college and worrying about what
comes along with that. It’s unfair
for them to just require me to
take classes that can potentially
bring my GPA down if I don’t
do well and a lot of people are
going to transfer because of that
reason.”
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prepared for prom
By Jada Long

T

he time is arriving
quickly for Morgan Park
seniors prom. MP’s prom will
be held on May 23, 2014 at the
Adler Planetarium on 1300 S.
Lake Shore Dr.
“I’m excited for everything
about prom,” senior Randi Crawford said.
Some are well-prepared for
the big dance.
“I have everything except
for my shoes and jewelry,” senior
Ashley Shorter said. “The car
I’m driving has already been
reserved. I’m most excited about
my send-off and all the attention
being on me.”
Being ready takes being
organized in advance.
“I’ve begun preparing,” senior Courtney Jones said. “I have
my dress and I’m thinking of hairstyles and what kind of shoes and
jewelry I want. I’m most excited to
have that last real gathering with
my classmates before graduation.
Because it’s the last time I’m going to see most of them.”
But while some students are
excited about the preparations
of prom, some are only worried
about one thing in particular.
“I’m most excited for my sendoff,” senior Aliyah Simmons said.
Prom and luncheon tickets
will be sold only April 1-May 2.
Graduation fee payments will be
accepted April 21- May 16. Every
senior will receive a “Senior Activity Checklist” on April 1, 2014

for both prom and the luncheon.
Another checklist will be distributed May 27 for graduation.
Every senior must submit these
cards with appropriate signatures/
stamps, in order to purchase cap
and gowns, prom tickets, and also
graduation tickets.
There are just over 11 weeks
left for seniors to finish preparing
for their prom. Now that second
semester has begun, students cannot have more then 10 unexcused
absences, all debts must be paid
(including any library debts), you
must complete the senior questionnaire, complete service learning hours, and applied for FASFA.
“They’re appropriate besides
the attendance part,” senior
Aliyah Simmons said. “I don’t
think that should be a determining factor.”
However, some students may
feel like the attendance policy
may be okay.
“I feel like the attendance policy is fine,” Jones said. “It shouldn’t
play a major role like that.”
Some think the policy is too
much, though.
“I think the policy is harsh on
seniors,” senior Maryah Person
said. “Some seniors already have
their credits so they’ve mentally
checked out already. It isn’t fair
that we have to be forced to
attend classes we don’t need.
Other seniors only need their
English credit. So they don’t want
to attend all seven periods of
classes that they ultimately don’t
need.”

decision for some
By Taylor Cole
and Jaleah Holcomb

P

rom, an event that
teens look forward to
at the end of their high school
career.
Prom is a the last hooray
for many teens; it’s where all
the Seniors get dressed to
impress, but what’s the right
outfit without the right date?
“I don’t think it was that
hard to find a date because I
know a lot of people, ” senior
Turon Turner said. “I think
getting to know people is
the best way to find the right
date.”
Prom has been viewed differently; statistics suggest that 51
percent of teens view prom as a
positive thing, while the other 49
percent view it negatively.
“I honestly don’t see myself
going to prom sometimes,”
junior Gabriele Owens said. “It’s
just something I see so stressful
and over rated, you know?”
Prom, to some, is all about
enjoying the special night with
their friends and also their
significant other.
“Next year, I hope to en-

joy prom with my boyfriend,”
junior Gillian Magee said. “I
think finding a boyfriend or
girlfriend will help people have
a solid prom date.”
Some students feel that
finding a date is rather easy,
and shouldn’t be as stressedout as people make it seem.
“If you know who you’d
like to go to prom with just
ask them,” junior Taneice
Warren said. “Life is all about
taking risks and you might as
well take them while you’re
young.”
Many teens in Morgan
Park consider Prom a fun
dance and dates aren’t such a
big issue to them.
“My prom date is just a
friend who I’m very close to,”
senior Robin Kennedy said.
“To me, it’s not really about
the date because when we get
there all we’re going to do is
meet up with [friends].”
Parents can also help find
a date for the special night.
“My mom and dad are actually finding my prom date,”
Magee said. “I think going

Please turn to page 13 for

PROM DATE

Morgan Park students and their dates

for girls rather than boys
By Shaina Thompson
and Ashley Shorter

I

Alexandria
Porter and
Desiree
Freeman
turn up while
glittering in
their sparkle
dresses at last
year’s prom.

t is the time for sparkle
dresses, spiffy tuxedos,
flashy cars and hundreds of
flashing cameras!
As prom season rapidly approaches, our Senior Class girls
are growing more excited every
day. Prom is supposed to be one
of the best nights of your teenage life.
This is the chance to look and
feel beautiful all night long. Many
question the senior boys feeding
into all the hype over prom and
the excitement.
The planning for colors,
different car, and style of dress
has already begun. Many girls
like to keep their dresses a
secret, and others are very
open to telling all their ideas.
The senior boys seem
as if it is any other dance,
versus the girls cannot stop
talking about this romantic night. They are only
excited to look nice and
drive a nice car.
Senior Charles
Bournes is looking forward
to the independence and
freedom he will have that
night.
“Guys look forward to
the chance to look good
and drive,” Bournes said.
“To feel independent, I’m

not really planning for it--my date
is.”
Girls take this night very
seriously. They want everything
to be perfect and run smoothly.
This is one of the biggest days
in their life that will be remembered. Many girls take prom day
as marking a milestone, as one
of the biggest events they will
experience.
“Girls are more excited because they look at prom as a significant event in their life,” he said.
“They say it’s the next big thing to
their wedding.”
Girls enjoy the planning
process because it’s a special time,
just for them. There is picking
the perfect dress, makeup, shoes
jewelry, hair and nails. The boy
only has to plan for their tuxedo
and the car. Girls are more excited
because they all have an image
that they want to look like, as a
final product.
“That is a day solely focused
on her and how pretty she looks,”
said Oriana Hondras, a senior. “I’m
planning now. Girls do most of
the planning since the boys don’t
really care about anything but the
car.”
Several girls are even super
excited to the point where they are
becoming prom-zillas. Some worry
so much about having the perfect
dress, that they get stressed out
when it comes to buying one, or
getting one made. Girls pay attention to every single detail, from

one’s head to feet.
“Girls are more excited because they actually care about the
details, like what people wear,”
said Aliyah Simmons, a senior.
“Guys are looking forward to picking the car maybe, but mostly after
prom. Girls are doing the most
planning because they care the
most and they are having friendly
competition.”
Last year’s senior prom
seemed to be a tough process,
according Class of ‘13 grad Tristian
Anderson. From girls having on the
same dresses, to similar hairstyles,
and some not having a date at the
last minute, a perfect night could
fly into a disaster.
“What I will tell all the senior
girls, in particular, it is great to be
excited, but try to be original if
anything,” Anderson said. “If you
think of a unique idea, go for it
and try to keep it confidential from
other seniors. Someone will steal
your idea, and I’ve witnessed it
first-hand.”
For some females, this event is
even more exciting for the females’
family. This is an event for mothers
to tear up at their beautiful babies
becoming young adults.
Senior Randi Crawford said
her mother is just as excited as her
and she can’t wait for the night to
come.
“I can’t wait for all of the
excitement and memories to be
made that night, along with my
mother,” Crawford said.

FEATURE
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Prom
costs will soar this
year, according to GoldenAsp.com, a
prom dress and preparation website.

s dance at the Adler Planetarium during Prom 2013.

more like myths regarding prom
By Ogi Harvey
and Thomas Jackson

P

rom season is creeping
up on seniors this year,
with most girls ready to go, while
boys are lagging far behind in
their preparedness.
Prom is scheduled for Friday,
May, 23 at the Adler Planetarium,
for the second year in a row, and
many students feel that time is
running out for some of the final
details.
“The only thing I’m really
panicking about is the expenses
and finding the right dress!”
Brianna Daniels said. “It really
doesn’t matter who asks who to
prom. The girl could ask the boy
and the boy could ask the girl. It’s
no rules to who should ask who.”
A majority of the Senior
Class has secured their prom
date already. On the other
hand, there are still a few singles
out there stressing looking for
someone to escort them to the
big dance.
However, according to a
teen advice column published
in the Huffington Post last
May, “Prom Guide: 10 Major
Myths About The Big Night You
Shouldn’t Stress Over,” going
single, or “stag,” isn’t really a big
deal.
“[Needing a date for prom]
simply isn’t true, no matter how

much pressure you feel from
your parents or your classmates about it,” the column
advises. “Admit it: having a
date doesn’t always make the
night more fun -- and having
fun should be exactly what
prom is about. So stop stressing if you’d rather spend the
night hanging out with a bunch
of your best friends than worrying about an awkward date
situation. You’ll still be making
awesome memories.”
As for prom dates, should
you have a date or no? You really
don’t have to have a date, it’s
really your choice.
“I don’t have a prom date
and I’m cool with that,” senior
Charles Griffin said.” It doesn’t
really matter if you have a date
or not. You can just go with your
friends.”
We asked the same question to girls and their responses
were the same as the guys.
“I don’t want a date for
prom,” said senior Deanna Roseland. “It’s just going to be me
and my girls this year. No guys,
no drama.”
Speaking of drama, the Post
column addresses the very real
issue of intimacy and the expectations many have regarding it
on this night.
“Whether it’s pressure from
your date or it’s pressure you’re
putting on yourself, you may feel

like there are romantic (or sexual)
expectations at the after-prom
party that you have to fulfill,”
the Post writer explains. “This
is where prom-related movies and TV shows have it 100
percent wrong: whether you go
to the prom with someone you
have feelings for, or someone
you don’t, it isn’t a reason to
do anything you don’t feel
comfortable or ready to do.
Prom night is NOT the end-alland-be-all of relationships. You
have plenty of time to figure
things out and prom will be
way less stressful if you take all
of that other stuff off the table
completely. If your date is cool,
they’ll understand.”
Getting ready for prom is
a very big deal. The guys have
to get suits and the girls have
to get dresses. It’s hard to find
something to wear at the last
minute most seniors said.
“Yes, I have a prom date
and I’m stress-free about the
whole prom situation,” senior
Shauntice Allen said. “I have my
dress and my prom date has his
suit. I feel that prom this year will
be perfect.”
At last year’s prom, people
arrived in exclusive cars that
were very expensive. I asked
around the school to see what

Please turn to page 13 for
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Prom styles for 2014

A variety of styles appear popular for the upcoming prom
season, according to GoldenAsp.com, a prom dress spot on the
web.
By Jacqueline Weekly

P

rom is yet approaching!
During senior year
this occasion is one of the most
special and most memorable
moments in life. Girls dealing
with looking for the best prom
dresses, the best shoes, the best
hair, make-up, and of course a
good-looking date. Guys dealing
with finding the right tux, shoes,
and of course a beautiful date.
Trying to find a hot style for
prom can be difficult because it’s so
many to choose from, but you have
to chose the one that fits you best.
Dealing with figuring out hot
styles for prom as far as colors,
any type of midnight color would
be great such as midnight black,
mid blue, red, burgundy, or if
looking for a evening elegant
color you can go for a white,
champagne, light yellow, or
maybe even a light soft pink.
More hot prom styles for the
year of 2014 can be found on any
prom website.

According to prweb.com
many hot prom styles have been
added to their new assortment.
Including a line strapless, elastic,
floor length, one shoulder, empire
strapless chiffon, sleeveless, and
v-neck beadless.
Many hot prom hairstyles
were mentioned as well such as
short ear length, shoulder length,
side length, and low back length.
According to beauty.about.
com ‘’Mussy updos work well with
a bit of curl to them’’ says beauty.
about.com This hair works on all
hair lengths and hair textures except if you have hair that stops at
the chin. It’s a classic prom trend,
so it works best for girls who
would really like that traditional
classic look.
Elegance and class should
never be forgotten when looking
for prom dresses since prom is
one of those occasions where you
have to look your most absolute
gorgeous. One trendiest prom

Please turn to page 12 for
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Students voice unhappiness
with first period sweep
By Ja’Leah Holcomb
and Taylor Cole

T

he administration has
enforced a new late bell
policy that has left an unsatisfied
taste in more than half of the
students, who arrived to school
after 7:45 on Wednesday.
“The administration complains about us not going to
class, then when we try to go,
they don’t allow us,” junior Gabriele Owens said. “It’s stupid. Who
can you teach to if the students
aren’t there?”
For some students, class starts
at 7:45 a.m. but for majority of
others it may start somewhere in
between 7:45 – 7:55 a.m. Well administration seems to be fed up with
the extended time given to students
for them to get to first period.
“It was a shock to all of us,”
junior Matthew Glass said. “They
could have at least given us some
type of fair warning maybe a week
before the drastic change, instead
of having 100-plus students in the
cafeteria crammed up together.”
Once a late student is swept
in the morning for a tardy, that
student must spend the remaining time of the period in the
designated area, with an unexcused absence, no opportunity to
make up whatever missed work or
instruction was conducted in the
missed class.
Some students say that
they are late because the entry
process doesn’t move quickly
enough.
“The bell schedule effects my
mornings, only because I get to
school around 7:35 a.m., and the
line downstairs at the door moves
entirely too slow,” junior Akyesha
Hobbs said. “It should never take
more than four minutes for me to
get through the metal detectors,
but it does.”
The new first period sweep
policy cuts into the instructional
time for those who are late. Some
argue that they’re just a little bit
late, so they should get a break.
“I just don’t see why they
won’t let us get like a tardy pass

SPORTS

Observing Women’s History
Month this month
By Christion Barnes

Third of bosses fire tardy
employees, survey shows

T

ardiness issues appear to be on a downswing, and most
bosses understand that life sometimes gets in the way
of work — though 32 percent of employers who responded to a
CareerBuilder survey said they have terminated an employee for
being late.
The 2011 CareerBuilder survey on worker lateness indicates
that 15 percent of workers are late to work at least once a week,
though that number is down from 16 percent in 2009 and 20
percent in 2008. It appears the recent recession has been a likely
cause of the downward trend in lateness — though it hasn’t
made it disappear altogether.
For the most part, surveyed workers shared a variety of
“standard” reasons for being tardy:

M

any people don’t
know that March is
a month dedicated to women’s
history and their contributions.
Maybe this is because the
month before, February, is
African American History
Month. Even in the 1970’s, the
general public and especially
kids didn’t know this was a
national month for women.
At first, there was only
a National Women’s Week.
In February 1980, President
Jimmy Carter declared that
the week of March 8, 1980
would nationally be declared
National Women Week.
Taking another step forward, Representative Barbara

Mikulski and Senator Orrin
persuaded Congress to allow
another National Women’s
Week in 1981. Many people
supported this movement that
honored incredible achievements of American Women.
After a couple of years,
countless schools and neighborhoods celebrated the new
national week for women.
In 1986, 14 different states
had already accepted March as
the National Month for Women.
This wave of momentum was
quickly sweeping over the nation.
By 1987, Congress finally
decided to officially declare
March the National Month of
Women. Every year, the president gives a speech honoring
women and their contributions
to our nation.

Thirty percent said they were delayed by traffic.
Nineteen percent said they were late because of a lack
of sleep.
Nine percent blamed bad weather for their tardiness.
Eight percent said there was a delay in getting their kids
to daycare or school.
Other common reasons included public transportation,
wardrobe issues or dealing with pets.
There appears to be a number of possible reasons for the
attendance improvement in the workforce.
“Whether it is a result of fear associated with the economy
or just a shift in attitude, workers over the last few years are doing a better job of managing their schedules and getting into
the office at the designated time,” said Rosemary Haefner, vice
president of human resources for CareerBuilder, according to the
website. “While workers will sometimes be late due to circumstances out of their control, they need to be aware of their companies’ tardiness policies. Regardless of the reason, workers who
are running late should always be honest with their managers.”
and go on to class, so that we can
get some type of education out of
first period,” Gillian McGee said.
Some believe that teachers
may have been part of the push
behind the policy change.
“I believe that the reason the

administration changed the policy
is because the teachers have
been complaining about how late
we come in, but we aren’t the
only ones who are late to school,”
Owens said. “Some teachers
don’t make it on time either.”

ACT prep is hoped
to improve test scores
By Alonzo Taylor

A

CT prep classes have
been said to help
many students do well on their
ACT. Now Morgan Park has
them for all juniors to prepare
for the ACT on April 23.
ACT prep classes started
for all junior class members this
January. The classes are from
8AM to 1PM on Saturdays.
Those who take the classes will
experience skills needed to do
well on the test.
The coordinator of the
ACT prep class, Gerald Moore,
spoke highly of the benefits
the class will have on student
test scores. The teachers have
been trained to instruct as
much as possible from now until April 23 to improve scores.
This isn’t an opportunity you
want to miss, according to Moore.
“This ACT prep class is
really beneficial to our students,
and for 20 bucks you really

can’t miss this,” he said. “Our
teachers have been trained by
Cambridge, the company that
makes the tests, and taught
how to teach ACT prep for our
students.”
Some significant planning
went into how this program
was organized.
“Really we divide these
students into groups based
off their scores on the practice
ACT test they took on the first
day of class,” he said. “We
then have these groups work
on different subjects every other Saturday. So some will do
math and science one Saturday
and others will do reading and
English.”
Junior Alexandra Glenn
seems to have high hopes for
the ACT prep class. She hopes
this will elevate her chances
to get an excellent score and

Please turn to page 11 for
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Prom banishment feared by those who fight
By Londyn Durley
and Dana Anderson

S

enior year is not the
time for students to
start getting into any trouble
academically, as well as
suspension-wise.
Morgan Park has a very strict
policy when it comes to fighting. A
five-day suspension is the minimum
consequence for breaking the rule,
and during those five days, you
can’t be on school grounds.
But for seniors, the policy
has added seriousness, as the upperclassman offenders have the
privilege of attending their prom
stripped from them.
Being that this dance is the last
big event of their high school years,
a moment they get to dress up and
party with their friends until every-

one parts after graduation, many,
understandably, heed the policy.
One issue that some have with
the policy, however, is that there is
no leniency when it comes to those
who don’t instigate the fight, but
are suspended just the same.
“For prom to be taken away
makes things worse, because you
try to keep your composure, but
that doesn’t work,” said Tia Faniel, a
senior. “It’s called self-defense.”
Senior year is the year that the
Senior Class has been waiting for,
where seniors should have come to
a certain level of maturity and learn
how to deal with certain situation
in everyday life. Everybody this
year should be happy and having
an easy time getting past. Unfortunately, that’s not always the case.
As much as people say you
can walk away from confrontations, many students have a hard

time doing so. Many fights that
have happened in the past were
not planned, although there are
those that are, but they were
arguments before it became
physical. When you fight at school
you will have a week of suspension and an opportunity to reflect
on the situation and see what you
could have done better.
“I do not feel that if it is
a first offense that the student
should get their prom taking
away,” said Gerald Winston, the
curriculum coordinator. “Now the
second and third offense than
year, prom should be taking away
because they will fight at prom
and we don’t need that.”
Some students may argue
there is enough stress already
with being a senior and trying
your hardest to graduate, so if
someone is constantly starting

drama with you, you can only take
so much before you snap.
Regardless, dean Edward
McKnight, often advises students
that they must simply “walk away”
from any and all confrontations.
However, some students
claim that often conflicts with
what their parents say.
“Students were taught [at
home], if someone hits you, you
hit them back,” Faniel said.
Another concern students
who are facing possible prom
banishment due to having fought,
is that the administration will
not notify the students until two
months before prom.
“Now that’s just wrong,” Winston said. “That’s not a lot of time to
prepare, coming from a father with
three daughters. No Winston will go
to the prom looking jacked up.”
Another student facing this

issue feels that the policy is an
example of being punished twice
for the same offense.
“I don’t think we should have
our prom taken away from us
because we already get suspended
which is our punishment,” Kelsey
Fergerson a senior said. “What they
should have done is did a quick
overview before we had our meeting
to let us know then if we were going
to be able to go. They shouldn’t wait
the last minute to tell us.”
However, there may still be
a glimmer of hope for those who
prove that this infraction was simply a one-time thing, according to
Ferguson.
“The principal told me that
if we are good students and our
GPA is good, then we are fine and
should look for a dress,” She said.
“But if not, then we are in trouble
and might not have a prom.”
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STUDENTS OF THE SEMESTER
continued from page 7

Theen took on the project
in an effort to help the school
climate.
“I basically did the
survey on my own,” the
teacher responded in an
email. “I ran the question
by Gerry Moore, Mrs. Tenniel
and Sarah Huels. I wanted the
BoxTop funds to be used for student achievement and positive
climate culture. I asked Dr. Epps
about it and said that I would
organize it.
The process was simple in
determining the winner.
“The first criteria for choosing the winner was the number
of times the student/teacher was
nominated,” she wrote. “If there
wasn’t one individual with the
most nomination, then I used
the narrative to decide which
individual I thought was most
deserving.”
Nationally, the United States
acknowledges teachers every
year for the entire month of
May, showing appreciation for
all they do for their students. To
some, teaching isn’t just a job,
it’s a vocation that requires a lot
of extra time and money, more
than what is required. Ninety-one
percent of teachers collectively
spend up to $1.5 billion buying
extra supplies for their classes;
67 percent buy healthy snacks,
and 29 percent provide toiletries
for them.
Is there a single teacher
worth giving an award to? Believe
it or not, many students like strict
teachers. Not the kind that badger you about the little things like
wearing a hat in class or having
your phone out, but the ones that
actually take their job seriously
and focus more on education
than discipline.
“I would choose Ms. Huels as
the Teacher of the Month because
she’s supportive and she actually
cares about the students,” senior
Cashmere Watson said.
It’s always easier to get
along with someone you can
communicate easily with,
someone relatable even. Some
students like a teacher that isn’t
just an adult hounding them all
the time because they aren’t as
grown as they are. They appreciate those that treat them like
equal young adults, not babies.
Social Studies teachers William
Collins and James Fitzgerald
along with English teacher Gerald Winston definitely fit under
this category.
“It’s between Mr. Winston
and Mr. Fitz or Mr. Collins, and it’s
not even because of their teaching skills, it’s because those are
teachers you can have real conversations with,” senior Londyn
Durley said.
According to a study in North
Carolina, the effectiveness of a
teacher counts for 14 times the
effectiveness on a child’s success,
the same as reducing a class size
by five students.
Also, a study in Texas shows
that the effectiveness of a teacher
is 20 times more likely to increase
a students’ ability to perform well
on a test or quiz.
Many students are able to
say that a teacher has helped
them in some way whether it is
socially or emotionally as well.
According to one study, 83
percent of students said that a
teacher has helped them boost
their confidence and self-esteem.

nts

e
Social Studies Student
d
u
t
the Semester
S f the h ofMichael
Beauford
t “For never giving
o
n
up and always askmo ing questions”
Social Studies Most Improved Student
Richard Rhoden
“For working hard to change an F to an A.”
World Language Student of the Semester
Breyonna Adams
“For perseverance and hard work.”
World Language Most Improved Student
Azariah Hill
“For active participation and improving overall grade.”
English Student of the Semester
AmyLynn Nelson
“For consistent dedication to learning.”
English Most Improved Student
Bryanna Beasley
“For hard work to bring up grade.”
Fine Arts Student of the Semester
Brandon Riley
“For displaying excellence in attendance, citizenship
and achievement.”
Fine Arts Most Improved Student
Eli brooks
“For turning around behavior and academics.”
Freshman Most Improved Student
Briaizha Steele
Nominated by your peers
Freshman Student of the Semester
Miyah Hubbard-Munir
Nominated by your peers
Sophomore Most Improved Student
Kyra King
Nominated by your peers
Sophomore Student of the Semester
Lequila Alexander
Nominated by your peers
Most Improved Junior Student
Marcell Leverette
Nominated by your peers
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Seniors look ahead
to their future
By Samantha Brown
and Byron Patterson

S

tudents are getting
closer to the end of
their high school career and are
getting ready to step foot in the
real world.
Most students have had
plans for as far back as they
can remember, others however
haven’t even come close to deciding what they want to do or
have no type of idea what to do.
Waiting until senior year to
start planning your future causes
things to be a little hectic; that’s
why Alexis Lowery, a junior, has an
idea of where she wants to be in
her future.
“I want to be a lawyer,”
Lowery said. “I’m thinking about
going to Grambling State University and I want to major in criminal
law. I want to be a criminal
defense lawyer because I want to
keep criminals off the street.”
There are still others who
don’t know what they want to do.
Some might have a slight idea but
can’t do anything because other
things might sidetrack them.
Alex Boey, a senior, said he’s
taking a year off to get some
things together.
“Once you get accepted to
schools, it all depends on the
money and who’s giving what
scholarships,” Boey said. “I want
to graduate from college with the
least amount of debt as possible,
so I will work and save money and
go to school when it’s financially
suitable for me.”
According to the U.S. Bureau
of State Statistics, 66.2 percent of
2012 high school graduates were
enrolled in college. What happened to the rest of them? Some
students might go to college but
end up dropping out because

they can’t handle the work load,
some will go to the armed forces,
some will take time off to live
their life, and others just simply
do nothing.
Before you make future plans
about colleges and careers, you
have to get your work done in
high school first.
Brianne Williams, another
senior, explained her plans before
she graduates and what influenced her career choice.
“I want to graduate with a
GPA between 3.5 and 4.0,” she
said. “I am thinking about going
to Cordon Bleu or Washburne
Culinary Institute. I want to major
in culinary arts because I like to
eat, and I learned at a young age
how to cook from my granny, and
she is an important person in my
life and when she died that made
me wanna do it more.”
Senior year is usually used as
the year to start finalizing plans
that will impact the rest of your
future. The question is, when do
you really start to plan everything
out?
The College Board suggests
that you begin to brainstorm
and get general ideas about
your future during freshman and
sophomore year. They also tell
you to get involved as early as
possible. Being in college and
having a career isn’t all about the
hard work, you have to learn how
to get interactive with others.
Shauntel Steels, a senior,
offered some advice about planning early.
“Sophomore year, I decided
that I wanted to be a physical
therapist, and that’s when I decided to look for schools who had
my major,” Steels said. “I wanted
to have everything all planned
out, so that senior year, I wouldn’t
have to stress about what I want
to do with my life.”

Mizzou fast becoming
Morgan Park South

Junior Student of the Semester
Kyilah Terry
Nominated by your peers

By Richard Chandler
and Diamond Sims

Most Improved Senior Student
Lyric Winston
Nominated by your peers

M

organ Park students
are flocking to
the University of Missouri in
Columbia, or Mizzou, at an
alarming rate.

Senior Student of the Semester
Randi Crawford
Nominated by your peers

75 percent said that their role
model is one of their teachers.
54 percent said that they have
been helped through a difficult
time, and 79 percent said they
were encouraged to follow their
dreams.
Her compassion for her
students and the love of music
has brought band director and
music teacher Shemeka Nash to
be one of the top contenders for
this award.
“I would choose Ms. Nash
because she’s a good teacher and
she really helps the kids,” senior
Natasha Mayden said. “She’s also
a dedicated teacher and an excellent music player.”
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boosts her chances in being
accepted into a great school.
“This ACT class is good,
I think,” she said. “I think
the teachers are doing well
in preparing us to get a high
score on the ACT. Some of the
students don’t take the class
seriously, and just talk and
sleep, but I know if you listen
to the teachers, they are giving good instructions.”
Some students have
already taken the test on their

own time and don’t feel the
need to take the class after
doing so well on their own,
but Moore disagrees.
For the underclassmen,
this is something they should
really look forward to upon
their junior year,” the coordinator said. “The ACT is a big
step to the rest of their lives so
I suggest them to take it. The
more students who take it, the
better the scores will be for
Morgan Park.”

“Mizzou wasn’t my number one choice because of the
fact that so many Morgan Park
students decide to go there; I
wanted to branch off and start
fresh,” said Darrel Cruse, Class of
2012, who is currently a student
of the “Show Me State” school.
Many students at Morgan
Park believe Mizzou is filled with
mostly Morgan Park students so
they turn away from the school
without looking into it at all.
“There are only a handful of
Morgan Park students that I hang
out with regularly,” Cruse said.
“Two of which were already my
people before we left. I became
closer to three of them once we
got down here.”
Mizzou’s population in the fall
of 2012 was 78 percent Caucasian
and 7 percent African American,
with an enrollment of 34,748
undergraduate students, accord-
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Time to lose the weight before spring arrives

SPORTS

Is true love possible high schoolers

By Alexia Moore

E

ven after two months
have passed since the
holiday season, some students
are struggling to lose the extra
pounds packed on during the
Christmas and New Year holidays.
With those two holidays to celebrate and two extra days off at the
end of the break, teens have had
more than enough time to eat all of
the food out of the refrigerator.
The harsh winter weather
hasn’t been much of a big help
either. With temperatures reaching levels below freezing most
people decided to stay indoors
which means teens get bored.
But not everyone gains
weight from eating so much rich
holiday food.
“I ate a lot and didn’t gain
anything at all,” senior Robyn
McDonald said. “I helped cook, it
was delicious.”
Some students are used to
being active while in school. Participating in sports can keep your
weight down no matter what you

By Quincy Beaird
and Joshua Brock

After gorging over the last few months, it’s time to shed those
extra pounds for springtime.
eat. That sometimes becomes a
bit of a problem for students who
participate in seasonal sports.
As for myself, I keep pretty
busy to keep the weight off. I’m
in the band and the workouts we
have to do can definitely help
anyone to lose weight practically
all year, but this year was different. I definitely gained a few
pounds over winter break but
I managed to lose it all before
break was over.

Gaining weight wasn’t really
a big issue to other students,
however.
“I didn’t gain a lot of weight
from my Christmas dinner, and if I
did I couldn’t tell. I was just really
full,” student Cashmere Watson
said. There are much more important things kids have to worry
about these days.

Please turn to page 14 for
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Teenage relationships in our generation
By Bryana Beasley

T

een relationships today
versus those of our
parents are significantly different.
Teen relationships compared
to our parents relations now and
back then has its similarities and
differences, depending on who
your parents are and their guidelines for their child.
Teen relationships these days
are more lenient and teenagers are free to do more with the
person they like.
According to the 2013 study,
“Dating and Sexual Relationships - Child Trends,” 47 percent
of 8th graders, 62 percent of 10th

graders, and 66 percent of 12th
graders are dating.
Most of the time, this happens because their parents trust
them and/or they don’t want their
child to be sneaky. Most parents
want their children to confide in
them and not have a distant relationship. This makes it easier for
them to communicate with their
parents.
Nowadays, when teens date,
they usually go out to the movies,
to the mall or even go downtown
together; which is the same thing
our parents did when they were
teenagers.
Not much has changed with
teen dating when parents were
teenagers and teen dating now

in 2014. The parents still want to
meet the boy or girl their child
likes and know their whereabouts
when they’re out with him or her.
However, there are also several differences that teens have
today that current parents didn’t
have when they were younger.
Today, we have social media
networks that can possibly encourage relationships, which can
possibly cause teenagers to date
secretly. With this comes more
interference with other people
and possibly long distance relationships.
Among teens using social

Please turn to page 15 for
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R

oses, teddy bears,
boxes of chocolates,
you can practically smell the
love in the air, despite St.
Valentine’s Day being just over
two weeks past.
Looking back on that holiday dedicated to love, some
may wonder whether or not
high school students are too
young for love or if they even
know what real love feels like.
Valentine’s Day is celebrated by almost everyone,
from kids to teens, even old
folk express their love for that
special someone on Valentine’s
Day, but is the love expressed
by teenagers today truly real?
Can high school students really
fall in love, and do they even
know what true love is?
“Yeah, teenagers can fall
in love. We may not know
exactly what it is, but we
definitely know when we’ve
fallen for someone,” senior
Chris Varnado said. “When we
want to give a person our all,
stay loyal, plan a future with
them, and they never leave
our mind, that’s when we know
we’ve fallen.”
Younger and less experienced teenagers seem to have
different opinions on whether
or not teens know what true
love is. Junior George Palmer
seems to have a more pessimistic view on teenage love.
“I’ve never been in love
and I don’t think I will ever fall
in love while I’m still in high

school. I’m too young and
reckless to fall in love with a
girl now,” Palmer said. “Honestly I don’t think teenagers
could even know what love is.
We are to young and closed
minded to actually see and
feel true love, You see it in
movies all the time; a guy and
a girl falling in love in high
school and living together
happily for the rest of their
lives, but in reality once you
graduate your likely to never
see that person again.”
Many seniors don’t seem
to think of love as being a big
deal. Being older, some seniors
see love as just being a part of
relationships and are numb to
the fact that some people actually take love very seriously.
Seniors Chanel Booth and
Maggie West both see love as
something that can be experienced by anyone.
“Yes, I do think teens can
fall in love,” Booth said. “I
think love has no age limit. I’ve
been in love before so I have
first-hand experience with it.”
West agreed, saying, “I
think teenagers can definitely
fall in love. Nobody said you
had to be a specific age to love
someone. In terms of actually
knowing what it is though, I
feel no one truly know what
love is. I think if they feel and
believe that they can’t function
or live without that person then
they’re in love, but I don’t think
there can be a set definition on
what love is because everyone
is different and everyone has
different emotions under different circumstances.”

SENIORS CHOOSE MIZZOU
continued from page 11

ing to the Missouri Census Data
Center.
Mizzou typically has 4,286
students from Illinois, 4,534 undergraduate students from Illinois,
and 1,406 first time college students from Illinois according to the
Office of Admissions at Mizzou.
Many students go to the
school undecided, and many of
those undecided students go into
journalism or psychology, often
thanks to AP Psychology teacher
Ryan Berba and journalism and
yearbook teacher Keith Majeske.
Morgan Park alumni and
valedictorian Class of 2010 Brienna Lacoste chose to pursue a
degree in journalism at Mizzou.
For her, it was simply because
Mizzou has the best undergraduate journalism program in the
nation. The journalism program
offers real world experience: Mizzou has it’s very own news station
shot in Columbia with many of
their journalism students.
“Mizzou simply has the best
journalism program amongst all
other colleges. I thought to myself I was the best in high school
so why settle for a university that
is anything less than the best?”

said Lacoste.
AP Calculus master Nick
Cook, (C/O 2012) said he was a
member of Target Hope and he
went on a college tour as a junior
to see Mizzou and simply fell in
love with the campus. He decided
to answer his calling for creativity
by studying engineering.
“The engineering program
at Mizzou has a lot of history and
has proven that it can teach me a
lot to help me in the future as an
engineer,” Cook said.
Target Hope founder Euclid
Williamson has been recruiting
Morgan Park students for years.
Target HOPE (Healing, Opportunity, Pride, and Empowerment)
is a nonprofit organization with
a mission to enhance educational opportunities for minority
students attending public high
schools in the Chicago metropolitan area.
Target Hope has a chapter at
Mizzou to help members through
college. It serves as a support system and a family away from home
while on campus.
“Mizzou was my third or
fourth choice while University
of Illinois in Urbana-Champaign

was my first choice,” Cruse said.
“The deciding factor for me was
‘Mizzou Day,’ an event by Jawann
Pollard, a Morgan Park Alumni,
Target HOPE Member, and Chicago-based recruiter for Mizzou
he is also head pom-pon coach
and English teacher Ms. Darlene
Pollard’s son, that takes place
only for Target HOPE students.
“Jawann Pollard gave this great
presentation that completely
changed my mind and made me
excited to be a Tiger.”
Mizzou’s rec center is even
ranked number 4 in the nation,
according to Best College Reviews. The highlight of the center
is the university’s “indoor beach,”
which is situated by the pool and
features a waterfall that operates
on a continuous basis. There is
also a lazy river, meeting all the
swim needs of Missouri students.
Missouri’s recreation facilities
resemble a high-end gym more
than a traditional campus rec
center, with a full service spa and
high end spin class studio among
the offerings.
“When I first came to Mizzou,
their athletics weren’t quite there
but this past year has been phe-

nomenal. Moving to the SEC was
a great decision and has helped
Mizzou showcase its true talent,”
said Tyler Tucker, an MP alum and
former football player.
Mizzou’s men’s basketball
team is ranked fourth in the SEC,
while the football team is ranked
fifth in the nation.
The most popular major at
Mizzou is business, followed by
journalism. The business college
has a unique five-year MBA program and guarantees an internship
before completing the program.
More than 90 percent of
students in the business major at
Mizzou are hired after the program. A big portion of the other
percentages is students’ who
have started their own business.
Mizzou also has SWE (Society
Women and Engineering) and
NSBE (National Society Black
Engineering).
Class of 2013, Tristian Anderson, is happy with her choice.
“A part of me is pro-Mizzou
because it offers many resources,
like free tutoring for minority students and there’s always
something to do on campus,” she
said, “but then I’m swayed the

opposite way when I reach into
my pocket. They do anything to
get a dollar out of you.”
Interestingly, Anderson opted
out of playing for their basketball
squad.
“I decided not to go on any
of my basketball scholarships
(which included Mizzou) to focus
primarily on school,” she said.
“I ended up here because they
shelled out the most money as
far as top universities go. I can’t
say I know of many, but I’m in a
program entitled ‘MAP’ which
focuses on the success of minority
students.”
With so many Mustangs
going to the school, some may
wonder what that’s like.
“People think it’s like every
one in four is Morgan Park alum,”
Anderson said. “We African
Americans only make up 7 percent of the campus, so it’s not like
on big MP party.
“There is a nice amount of
MP alum here, but it feels good
to see a familiar face and be able
to confide in someone you’re
comfortable with if the opportunity presents itself. It’s not like ‘Ugh,
I remember her in high school.’”
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NEGATIVE RELATIONSHIPS
continued from page 3

Nearly 1.5 million high school
students nationwide experience
physical abuse from a dating
partner in a single year, according
to the website.
Some feel that real relationships should be avoided by
young teens altogether.
“I think children shouldn’t
start to date for get involved with
anybody until the age of 16,”
Taylor said. “When young children start out dating at a young
age, they don’t know wrong from
right. When you’re young and in
a relationship you think a ‘normal’
relationship deals with teasing

and name calling but that’s what
all starts dating.”
Some say, when you get
older, you realize what is takes to
have a good and healthy relationship, like communication, is key.
“Communicating with your
partner, managing uncomfortable
emotions like anger and jealousy,
and treating others with respect
are a few ways to keep relationship healthy and nonviolent,”
Hampton said.
Violent behavior typically
begins between the ages of 12
and 18. Most teens in the grades
eight and nine are “dating” and

believe they are in love according
to the relationship website.
Many people think the word
“love” is just four letters put together, but this powerful emotion is
the way you feel about your partner.
“Love is beautiful, comfortable and respectful,” senior Aliyah
Simmons said. “Love-at-first-sight
is fake. Love is more than physical,
and blind people can love, as well,
but they can’t see.”
But, sadly, according to Love
Is Respect, one in ten high school
students have been purposefully
hit, slapped, or physically hurt
because of being in “love.”

Test how good of a partner
you really are

A

6. Tease my partner about
things they’re insecure about?
Y or N

re you a good
partner?
LoveIsRespect.org offers the
following quiz. Answer yes or
no to the following questions
to find out. Circle the Y or N.
At the end, you’ll find out how
to score your answers.

7. Tell my partner who they
can and can’t hang out with?
Y or N
8. Expect my partner to get
my permission before joining
a club or activity? Y or N

Do I:

1. Forget to thank my partner when they do something nice for me? Y or N

9. Drive past my partner’s
house or job to make sure
they’re there? Y or N

2. Have trouble making
time to listen to my partner
when something is bothering them? Y or N

10. Accuse my partner of flirting or cheating even if I’m not
sure that’s what happened? Y
or N

3. Text or call repeatedly
until I receive a response
from my partner? Y or N

11. Criticize my partner’s body
or appearance? Y or N

4. Get upset when my
partner wants to hang out
with their friends or family?
Y or N

12. Read my partner’s texts,
login into their social media
accounts or go through their
email without their permission? Y or N

5. Take out my frustrations
on my partner, like snapping at them or giving
them attitude? Y or N

13. Make my partner feel
guilty about things they have

no control over? Y or N
14. Sometimes say things
to my partner knowing that
they are hurtful? Y or N
15. Talk down to or embarrass my partner in front of
others to make a point? Y
or N
16. Intimidate my partner
when I’m mad by throwing
things, hitting walls or driving dangerously? Y or N
17. Go further sexually with
my partner even if I think
they don’t want to? Y or N
18. Shove, slap, choke or
hit my partners when I’m
angry or they did something wrong?
Y or N
Scoring – So Are You A Good
Partner? For every yes, give
yourself the following points:

Please turn to page 15 for

QUIZ SCORING

PROM DATE

continued from page 8

with a family friend would make
the night less awkward and more
relaxing for me.”
Asking a girl to the formal
event can be the most stressful
thing a teenage boy might ever
had to do.
“I think if you find a girl you

My iPod Playlist
Music is essential to most teenagers’ lives nowadays
and it has meaning behind its lyrics. Whether if it’s
the beat, melody, lyrics or just the song as a whole,
all have at least one favorite.
We asked ten of our fellow students what their
favorite songs are and why, to be up-to-date with
music and to see why these songs are their personal
favorites. This shows how music has an effect on our
lives from day to day.

Morgan Tracy
Chief Keef
“This is my turn up song, I know every word,” senior
Brianne Williams said. “And I gotta hear this song at
least five times a day.”

Work
Young Scooter and Gucci Mane
“I like this song because the chorus explains my life
and how I go about things. I learned to be responsible for my own actions and not needing to depend
on nobody else but myself, and that’s what this
song’s lyrics consist of,” Kishwaukee College freshman Justin Jones said.

It’s Not Over
Israel and New Breed
“I love this song because I can definitely relate to it
in all aspects,” senior Brianna Daniels said. “I’ve been
through so much in my life and I’ve been ready to
give up, but I listen to that song and it reminds me
that God is on my side no matter what.”

I Be Onnat
Meek Mill
“This is my favorite song because it gets me turnt
and I love the lyrics,” senior Ashley Lowery said.

Situationships
Fabulous
“This is my favorite song because he speaks upon
real relationships, male and female side, although he
is a man,” senior Andrea Boykins said.

Hard Work
Miguel
“This is my favorite song because it basically explains my love life,” senior Lydia Moore said.

Love Song
Rihanna and Future
“This is one of my favorite songs because it puts me
in my feelings and reminds me of my past relationship,” Daley College student Lauren Carr said. “It also
reminds me of when things were good. It actually
gives me chills.”

Black Skinhead
really like, but you don’t know,
just surprise her with something
special,” junior Joshua Richards
said. “I feel as if a girl can’t say
‘no’ to a cute little gift with the
proposal.”
Many teens don’t find it an
issue to just simply go by them-

selves.
“I don’t think I’m going to
want a date because it’s just so
much pressure,” Owens said. “I’m
just mainly there to hang out with
my friends anyway so what’s the
point of stressing on finding a
date?”

PROM MYTHS
continued from page 9

will people be driving for prom
2014.
“I think I’ll pull up in a [Rolls
Royce] Phantom,” senior Byron
Davison said. “It’s a very fancy car
and very luxurious on the inside.”
However, the Huffington post
column says that having to drive
a costly rental or limousine is a
myth that is excessive.
“There are a number of other
ways to get to and from the prom
without spending your entire
allowance (and then some),” the
story explains. “Think outside of
the box and don’t rule out other

By Bryana
Beasley and
Raven Carr

transportation ideas like oldfashioned cars, school buses, and
even hitching a ride with friends
or your parents.”
Although we are many
months away from prom, it will
be here before you know it. Time
is going by fast, so you shouldn’t
wait till the last minute to make
plans for prom.
“To be honest, I have nothing
planned out for prom yet,” said
senior Jarred Rodgers. “I have no
suit picked out, no date, and no
after prom plans.”
Getting ready from prom

is different for girls then it is for
guys. Girls have to get so much
stuff and get so many things
done. Whereas the guy only has
to get a suit and a haircut.
“Us girls have a lot to do
when it comes to prom,” said
senior Kelsey Fergerson. “We
have to get hair and makeup
done. Go buy dresses, shoes,
accessories, and other important things. Guys have the easy
part, they literally only have to
spend a couple of hours getting
ready for prom when we have to
spend days.”

Kanye West
“I like this because I really enjoy the beat of the song.
It sounds very different to me,” senior Jamal Martin
said.

Happy
Pharrell
“I love this song because it makes me happy,” senior
Sydney Ellzey said. “And it has a good message and
brings out the best in me because it reminds me
that God loves me despite all the things wrong with
me.”

Bed Peace
Jhene Aiko
“This is my favorite song because that how I feel
almost every day,” junior, Alexis Lowery said.
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‘Walking Dead’ continues series of dread
By Unique S. Boyd

A

MC’s The Walking Dead
is an American horror
drama television series based on
comic books created by Robert
Kirkman, Tony Moore, and Charlie
Adlard.
The Walking Dead first aired
on October 31, 2010 and continues today with a total of four
seasons. The shows tells the story
of a small group of survivors after
a zombie apocalypse. The first
season takes place in Atlanta and
then they move more countryside
of Northern Georgia for Seasons
2-4. They mainly refer to the zombies as “walkers”or “biters.”
“I’m more of a visual person,
so I prefer the TV show, but the
comics go more into depth in the
plot,” sophomore Kemond Collins said.
Season 1 kicks off with Rick,
who’s a sheriff, waking up to a
zombie apocalypse after being in
a coma for some time. He leaves
the hospital and begins to search
for his wife, Lori, and son, Carl.
He goes through many obstacles to find them, for instances
he gets trapped in a herd of
“walkers” only to be rescued by a
small group of survivors.
“I actually waited until the
first season was over and everyone was talking about it,” said
Duc Le, English teacher. “So I
watched season one and season
two in one week.”
After being reunited with
his family, the group has to leave
their camp because they’re
attacked by walkers. They find
themselves staying at a barn
while Carl is recovering from
being shot. Lori tells Rick of her

Basketball appears
to be MP’s sport
By Timia Strickland
and Danielle Washington

W

No prison, no friends (not alive, anyway), and on the road to
despair. At the start of Season 4, Michonne, played by actress
Danai Gurira, has definitely seen better days in this series.
(Source: AMC)
affair with Shane and that she is
pregnant. Shane is Rick’s best
friend and partner on the job.
Shane is jealous of Rick and wants
his family; doesn’t believe Rick is
man enough to take care of them.
Shane tries to kill Rick, but Rick
kills him first. After that the barn is
overrun by a herd of“walkers.”
“Carl was a big help to the
group, but he has a really bad
attitude and ego which can sometimes get him in trouble,” sophmore Ashley Mandelove said.
In Season 3, Lori dies after
giving child birth, and Carl has
to kill her before she turns into a
walker. She gives birth to a baby
girl, Judith.
They then meet this guy who
calls himself the “Governor.” He
kills people to make his life easier
and doesn’t like Rick and his group.
We also meet Michonne.
She’s a strong black woman with

dreads and a samurai sword.
After Lori dies, Rick starts
to go crazy, imagining that she’s
there with him. He decides to
take a step back from the leadership role.
‘’All Rick does is cry ever
since his wife died,’’ journalism
teacher Keith Majeske said. “It’s
really irritating. I wouldn’t have a
problem with him, and especially
Glenn, getting eaten.”
During the first eight episodes of Season 4, a sickness
breaks out in the prison the group
was living inside. They believed
it was the swine flu from the pigs
that Rick was maintaining.
As they fight this battle of the
flu spreading The Governor finds
out where they’re located and takes
Michonne and Herschel as prisoner

Please turn to page 15 for

‘WALKING DEAD’

Food fans relate to their favorite flavors
By Tyshay Russell
and Justin Truman

E

ach and every person
has different tastes
when it comes to food. Some
people like spicy foods and
others like sweet and sour
foods. Nevertheless, we all
have a particular food that we
can’t live without.
“A food that I can’t live
without is grilled cheese sandwiches,” sophomore Darcel
Dowling said. “They are so
crispy and delicious! Every time
I know I’m about to eat one I
get excited. Man, I don’t know
what I would do without them.”
Another student loves a
particularly classic Chicago
sandwich.
“I can’t live without Italian
beef,” senior Victoria Brown
said. “The main reason is because it is absolutely the best
food created on Earth! They
are so juicy, and always satisfy
my craving when I’m hungry.
They make me so happy.”
Some people even believe your favorite food reveals
much about your personality
and interests--not just your
culinary taste. Although, some
people love a certain food
because they simply just do.
“My favorite food is
French fries,” senior Jakaira

SPORTS

Thanksgiving dinner is
considered the top favorite
food among Americans,
according to CNN Travel. The
hamburger ranked second.
Johnson said. “It’s mainly because
I like potatoes. I love the crunchy
noise it makes when you eat
them.”
Deep-fried poultry is another
favorite of many.
“A food I can’t live without is fried chicken,” freshman,
Hughson Gillett said. “It’s nothing
better than the chicken with hot
sauce and a side of something
else. Everything about fried
chicken is delightful.”
Moreover, many once popular
foods have been discontinued;,
Black Pepper Jack Doritos, Cheetos
Paws, Planter’s Cheez Balls, Oreo
O’s (cereal), French Toast Crunch,
Hi-C fruit snacks, Snapple’s Mint
Iced Tea, Reese’s Bites, 3D Doritos,
Keebler Magic Middles, Heinz EZSquirt Ketchup (came in different
colors) and much more.
There also are discontinued
foods from restaurants. Many

of these were discontinued
before and the ‘90s so many
people aren’t familiar with
them.
For example, McDonalds
once had the McAfrika, Hula
Burger, McPizza, McSpagetti,
Big N’ Tasty, Arch Deluxe,
McHotDog, McLean Deluxe,
McDLT and many more items
that failed.
Burger King once had
Burger Shots and Enormous
Omlette Sandwich.
Foods are discontinued
for many reasons. Either there
were low sales, health concerns, and some products
have no explanation.
Just because something
is discontinued, doesn’t mean
it will never come back. For
example, Hostess almost got
rid of the Twinkie because of
going bankrupt. The company
somehow managed to make
sure Twinkies returned to store
shelf’s due to the amount of
complaints from people who
love Twinkies.
Some people would be
devastated if their favorite
food went off the market.
“I love pizza,” senior, Tyla
Perkins said. “If pizza was no
longer available I would be
livid! I would probably starve
to death--so would a lot of
other people. I would make
my own pizza.”

hen Americans
think of their
favorite sport, football is what
comes to mind, the number
2 sport is baseball. However
at Morgan Park, basketball is
definitely king.
For a long time, this hasn’t
been the case. Football in the
late ‘90s and early 2000s was
the Mustangs’ sport to attend.
Gately Stadium was packed.
Also at that time, the team
was a potent annual contender
that had serious potential for
winning a state championship,
something no Chicago Public
League team has ever done.
Now it’s the south boys
gymnasium that is standing
room-only, featuring wall-towall Mustang fans supporting
the varsity basketball squad.
Fans from everywhere are
excited that the season has
started.
“I’m here because I love
to support our basketball
team,” junior Lashawn Hamb
said. “I’m not so much of a
fan, but a major supporter. I
feel that basketball is one of
the biggest sports and it gives
you a thrill.”
People come for different
reasons there are parents supporting children and college
coaches scouting players.

“I am a cheerleader, no
I’m not a fan because I haven’t
been here long enough, but I
still do like basketball,” freshman Qrashanay Clay said. “I
support the cheerleading team
because I cheer, I don’t really
feel for basketball because it’s
not a sport I participate in.”
Most people have followed the team from the very
start and have attended every
game.
“I am the manager and I
work the clock,” senior Alan
Cail said. “I’ve liked basketball
since I was born I’ve been also
attended every game. It means
a lot to me,I feel that were the
best team in the country, we
mean a lot to people.”
The fast pace, heartracing thrill that the Mustangs
provide on the court never
leaves us upset.
“Going to the games are
an excitement, it’s entertaining and interesting,” senior
Aliyah Simmons said. “They’re
a good team and could go
really far.”
It took the boys a long
time to get us where they
need to be, but they did it last
year, winning the IHSA Class
3A title for the second time in
school history.
Some feel that part of the
reason the team won was due
to fan support.

Please turn to page 15 for

FAN FAVORITE

WEIGHT LOSS
continued from page 12

A lot of teenagers go to
certain facilities to work out, have
fun with their friends, and meet
new people. The Salvation Army
Ray and Joan Corps Community
Center or LA Fitness and just two
places you can go to and get
plenty of exercise.
Exercising should be something everyone fits into their daily
routine, not just before the holidays so you can lose weight just
to gain it all back plus more.
Teenagers who are very particular about their physical appearance can make this adjustment.
“No matter what age or shape,
you should exercise daily,” claims
WebMD Medical References.

The things majority, if not all
teenagers constantly complain
they lack can be rejuvenated from
getting plenty of exercise.
“Not only does exercise
tone your body, it strengthens
your muscles, keeps your bones
strong, improves your skin,
increases relaxation, puts you in
a better mood, calls for a better
good night sleep, and builds a
stronger immune system,” internet site WebMD advises.
Some students are fortunate
enough to be able to eat whatever they want and not gain weight.
“I had a wonderful dinner, and
no, I did not gain any weight from
it,” senior Cecelia Ray said.

PROM STYLE
continued from page 9

dress look for 2014 is a lacey or
embroidered dress. The lace adds
lots of sophistication.
Choosing the color of your
dress is just as important as
choosing the style. A lot of young
girls may have a certain favorite color that they like, but that
shouldn’t stop them from wanting
to try on a color that they never
thought would look great on
them.
High -neck chiffon dresses
make girls look elegant and romantic. That type of dress never
gets old. According to alyceparis.
com you don’t need to have a
dress covered in sparkles or crazy

embellishments to look great at
prom. A simple and understated
dress can be just what you need
to really let yourself shine!
A popular look on the red carpet this year can be one-sleeved
dresses with hair pulled over to the
side. If your dress has one sleeve,
this is a great option for you. Pile
the hair over the sleeveless side.
This look has been around the red
carpet for awhile and done right
can be absolutely adorable.
According to beauty.about.
com A sleek ponytail or the
trendy side ponytail can set you
apart from the crowd at prom.
These styles will work this year.
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continued from page 12

media websites for relationships,
there are dating sites teenagers
can use as well. When parents
and adults were younger and in
their teenage years, they didn’t
have social dating networks to
start a relationship, let alone have
computers.
Another difference between
adult’s relationships then and teen
relationships now is the privacy
teenagers have now
Back when parents and
adults were in their teens, wanted
to date and talk on the phone
with the person they liked, their
parents knew about it. They
didn’t have cell phones so they
couldn’t have private conversations.
Also, another difference from
relationships then, and relationships now is the statistics with
teen pregnancy.
Since the 1990s, the percentage of teens having sexual
intercourse has decreased from
about 54 percent to 47 percent,”
said Dr. Gregory Ramey, a child
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REGION CHAMPS
continued from page 16

psychologist, as reported on
ChildStats.gov, a forum on child
and family statistics.
It seems as if nowadays,
teens pay more attention to their
moral grounds and decide to
delay their sexual relations.
“The dating patterns established in adolescence tend to
resonate throughout our lifetimes,
so parents need to try to gently
influence these interactions,”
Dr. Ramey said, according to the
government website.
With young people making
such decisions, gives them the opportunity to gain their parents’ trust.
Lastly, something that has occurred in our parent’s relationship
back then that still occurs currently is
physical violence. This kind of problem effects both boys and girls.
“Teen victims may continue
in these pathological relationships
for a variety of reasons,” Dr. Ramey
continued. “Teen victims may continue in these pathological relationships for a variety of reasons.”

“I am glad that I got to
help my team out so much this
season,” sophomore Cachet
Johnson said. “I think I did
what my coach needed me to
do and putting my defensive
skills on the court. I am going
to continue to work on my
skills and use them when we’re
playing next season.”
Lady Mustang support-

ers hoped for the win for city and
state but are still cheering them
on for their futures.
“I was very disappointed that
the girls didn’t get to compete for
city after all the hard work they
put forward,” assistant coach Edward Ivory said. “I still have faith
in and will continue to push on
hard work for next year’s team.”
The ladies have worked and

played hard all season long
and will hope to have a repeat
for next year’s team making it
farther.
“I won’t let the little set
back we had in our season get
me down or lose my faith,” senior point guard Bhrea Griffin
said. “I felt like I had a great
season this year and will keep
up my hard work in my future.”

SIGNING DAY
continued from page 16

attend North Dakota State
University, who recently has
won the FCS National Championship the last three years.
These players will follow
behind a Morgan Park great
who went on to play in the
NFL after playing college ball
in that same state.
The signing event was

streamed live by High School
Cube on their website. Players
and family were even allowed
to go and make personal highlights of the festivities. The video
reached over 200 views in the first
few hours of being posted.
Other football athletes who
signed on a later date included, DB
Brandon Reilly, attending Valparaiso

University; RB Charles Bournes
who will play at Missouri S & T;
Kashaun Terrell, attending Butte
Community College with the
Roadrunners; Desmond Earles,
who will play for the Carroll
University Pioneers; Deante
Thomas; and RB Deion Fields
who will play at the University of
Kentucky-Campbellsville.

FAN FAVORITE
continued from page 14

“I feel like I’m a part of the
team, I go to everywhere, to
every game no matter where it
is,” senior Byron Patterson said.
“The Mustangs are a great team.
Basketball is life. It’s very entertaining to watch.”
Some people just go because they know we are a winning
team. There is never a let down.
“No, I don’t consider myself
a fan, I just support the team I’ve

only attended two games,” junior
Tre’Jae Calhoun said. “I feel like
the Mustangs are a very hard
working team, the games are
always turnt up.”
Like many, everyone has high
hopes for a repeat, and as of now
it’s looking real nice.
“Winning state was one of
the greatest moments,” Cail said.
“I feel like I played. Nothing else
mattered; we were in the game.”

‘WALKING DEAD’
continued from page 14

in an attempt to get the prison.
He kills Herschel with
Michonne’s sword and they go
to war. The group was split into
groups after the big war at the
prison. Rick and Carl found a
house to stay in where Michonne
finds them. Tyresse is with the
children from the prison including the baby that nobody could

find. Maggie is searching for
Glenn who was still at the prison,
knocked out cold.
This season, they’re on the
run, once again, adding interest
to the plot, with danger lurking
for those who aren’t vigilant every
minute. Can’t wait for the next
character to have a bite taken out
of them!

QUIZ SCORING
continued from page 13

Questions 1-5: 1 point
Questions 6-10: 3 points
Questions 11-14: 5 points
Questions 15-17: 15 points
Now that you’re finished and
have your score, the next step is
to find out what it means. Simply
take your total score and see
which of the categories below
apply to you.
Score: 0 Points
If you got zero points, it
sounds like you’re very mindful
of your actions and respectful of
your partner’s feelings -- these are
the building blocks of a healthy
relationship. Keeping things on
a good track takes work, so stay
with it!
Score: 1-5 Points
If you scored one to five
points, there may be a couple of
things in your relationship that
could use a little attention. Nobody is perfect, but it is important
to be mindful of your actions and
try to avoid hurting your partner.
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Remember, communication is key
to building a healthy relationship!
Score: 6-14 Points
If you scored five to fourteen
points, it’s possible that some of
your actions may hurt your partner and relationship. While the
behaviors may not be abusive,
they can worsen over time if you
don’t change. Read about the different types of abuse, so that you
can keep your relationship safe
and healthy.
Score: 15 Points or More
If you scored five or more
points, some of your actions may
be abusive. You may not realize it,
but these behaviors are damaging. The first step to improving
your relationship is becoming
aware of your unhealthy actions
and admitting they are wrong.
It’s important to take responsibility for the problem and get help
to end it. An unhealthy pattern
is hard to change, so chat with a
peer advocate for more information on how to get help.

If you’re a standout, you’ll fit right in.
Don’t just communicate ideas—experience them.
Don’t memorize a foreign language—think in one.
Don’t study the ruins—excavate them.
Don’t analyze dreams—live them.
This is the very essence of the University of Chicago Summer Session.
Where students are engaged at every level—intellectually, socially,
personally, and professionally. Where you can benefit from the value
of taking university courses in an accelerated, intensive format. Join us
this summer for an extraordinary learning experience at the academic
home to 85 Nobel laureates.
For students in high school, college, and beyond.
June 23–August 29, 2014, 3, 4, 5, and 6-week sessions.
Apply today.
summer.uchicago.edu/HSFUEL
summer@uchicago.edu
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Lady Mustangs take fifth regional crown
By Nyjiah Muhammad
and Chakeya Ward

T

Sophomore Alleyah Burns shoots over a Joliet Catholic
Academy Angel in the Sectional Semifinal game. Unfortunately,
the Mustangs lost, 78-67. (Photo by Jade Appling)

Bowling teams enjoy success,
boys win Public League title
By Brandon Riley
and Ryen Jamrock

M

organ Park bowling
teams--girls and
boys--performed well recently
during the championship runs
for city and state titles.
The boys took first place
in the city championship and
went on to become the first
CPS school to finish with a top
ten state finish with ninth place.
“We felt confident going
into city championships considering we were the only CPS team
to make it down state this year,”
senior Kendrick Wilson said.
MP’s bowling teams have
brought in much success
recently, including competing
in the state tournament four
times in the last six years.
The girls bowling team
performed as well, earning
fifth in the last invitational, just
three pins shy of qualifying for
regionals. They were also in the
hunt for the city title as well.
“Our chemistry this year
is good since we all support
each other and get along well,”
junior Tiarra Wilkins said. “Everyone is willing to learn new
things and we hope to take our
place back as city champions.”
Both teams have members who either individually
qualified for or performed well
in the sectionals tournaments.
The boys’ state championship, which was held on
Friday, January 31, 2014 and
Saturday, February 1, 2014
had a few players place high in
individual categories.
“I placed second individually for the high series
category with a 263,” senior
Harold Barbee said. “Byron
Lawson also placed second in
the high game category with a
245 score.”
Morgan Park boys bowl-

ing team hit 12,219 pins in
their 9th place team finish,
203.7 as an average game.
The girls bowling sectional
tournament which took place
Saturday, February 15, 2014
featured at least four Lady
Mustangs.
“Myself (935), Tiarra
Wilkins (1035), Tylisha McKenzie (905), and Nia Johnson
(995) all qualified for sectionals
with our individual scores,” senior Taliyah Spells said. “Unfortunately, none of us were able
to advance from sectionals.”
Both teams will need some
rebuilding when next season
comes around, as they will lose
key members who are seniors.
“Unfortunately, we will be
without three of our five starters next year [Wilson, Barbee,
and Lawson],” sophomore
Charles Berry said. “Both
teams will need returning
members to step up, since our
goal is to make the trip down
state again next season.”
The team’s manager and
assistant coach Norm Whittenhill had much to say about the
two teams. The coach feels as if
the clubs substantially improved
over the course of the season.
“We all had our individual
goals that tied into our main
goal,” Whittenhill said. “All
of us, as a unit, had the same
ultimate goal. We all had our
eyes set on being crowned
champions when it’s all said
and done.”
Coach Whittenhill also
expresses the outlook on the two
teams that are usually overlooked
and underestimated by other
competitive bowling teams.
“I couldn’t be more proud
of what we were able to accomplish this year,” Whittenhill
said. “We’re set up perfectly
for a bright future for bowling
at Morgan Park.”

he girls varsity basketball
ended their season with
a record of 19-5, winning the their
fifth straight regional title, but
didn’t reach their goal of winning
city or going deeper in state.
The Lady Mustangs have won
the IHSA Class 3A title each year
since 2011, and also won the 4A
title in 2010.
The coaches and players
were pretty satisfied on how their
season had gone and ended,
except the fact that they didn’t
complete winning city against
Whitney Young because Gwendolyn Brooks defeated them in
the semi-finals in the city playoffs,
81-78, or making it down state
being defeated by Joliet Catholic
in Sectional Semifinals 78-67.
However, the ladies got
some payback against Brooks
in the New Lenox (Lincoln-Way
West) Regional Finals, crushing
them 74-38.

“I am proud of how the
season has gone this year as my
first year as head coach,” Coach
Taylor said. “We worked hard
all season just didn’t get exactly
where we wanted.”
The Lady Mustangs didn’t
see the great ending they were
looking for in their season with
all the hard work and dedication
they put it.
“I was very disappointed
on not making it to city or down
state,” senior shooting guard
Shami Goodman said. “I enjoyed
my last season with my team and
I hope the best for them in the
future.”
Lady Mustang Tyana Porter
wishes she hadn’t got injured
early in the season and wished
she had been playing with her
team.
“I wish I was there to contribute to my team’s hard work
through this season,” Porter said.
“All I can do is continue to get
better. I’ll be ready to contribute
when I return next season.”
The coach has found a

Senior Bhrea Griffin goes
up for a lay-up during a win
against Marist, 61-53, earlier
last month. (Photo by Richard
Chandler)
replacement starter who has
contributed so much to the team
this season.

Please turn to page 15 for

REGION CHAMPS

MP holds special signing day
for college-bound seniors

Class of 2014 Signing Day: (top left) Marcel Harrell (OL), Leo Wilson (OL), Tahje Hartley
(LB), Dana Robinson (recruiting coordinator, DL coach), Timothy Smith (DB), and Dakota
Reid (DB). (Front row) Jareem Fleming (LB), Johnathan Harris (OL/DL), Desmond Earls
(RB), James Jackson (LB), and Keshaun Terrell (OL).
By Marcel Harrell
and Maurice Jones

T

en seniors signed
their official “Letters
of Intent” to play college
football on February 5 in
Morgan Park’s Blackwelder
Hall, while another four signed
later in the month.
After four long years of
hard work and dedication,
these players’ perseverance
has paid off as they will attend
the college of their choice
to continue their football
career. Family and friends all
gathered to watch the official
signing of the athletes.
Most of the Mustang
men received full scholarships

to Division I football programs.
Morgan Park has the second
recruiting class in the city behind
the Mount Carmel Caravans.
LB Tahje Hartley signed with
the University of North Dakota
along with OL/DL Johnathan
Harris. They will go on to play
together in UND’s dominant defense. These two athletes’ families
had a very warm and excited
response to their future plans.
“I’m ecstatic,” Hartley’s father
said. “I’m so proud of my son and
he deserves this.”
According to Harris’ father he
said he is happy that they could
go to school together and said he
knows they will “ball out” together.
LB James Jackson signed
with Robert Morris University
along with OL Leo Wilson. Wilson

seemed thrilled about playing
with his fellow teammate for
another years.
“I love it,” Wilson said.
“Hopefully we can be roommates too.”
DE Jareem Fleming
signed with 14 nationally
ranked Northern Illinois University. Staying in state also is DB/
QB Timothy Smith who was
highly recruited leading the
state in picks his junior year.
Marcel Harrell, going
to McKendree University in
Southern Illinois, will also stay
in his hometown state.
The state of North Dakota
will add another Mustang into
the mix as DB Dakota Reid will
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