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Teachers vote to resurrect division period
By Samantha Brown

A

fter nearly a year and a
half without it, a majority
of teachers voted during a special
election to reinstate a division
period to be held once a week
starting next school year, in an
effort to provide a block of time
for students to receive news and
get other important information.
There was a vote for teachers
on April 10 to decide between
the current default Model I schedule of eight 50-minute periods
without division and the Model III
schedule which is similar but adds
an 11-minute division period once
a week between second and third
period. With 72 teachers casting
a vote, the Model III (division)
schedule gathered 44 votes, while
the current Model I schedule
received 28.

Specifically, the Model III is
explained (as from the ballot) as
follows: “Students have seven
50-minute instructional periods,
one 50-minute lunch period four
days per week with announcements occurring during transition.
Students have seven 49-minute instructional periods, one
49-minute lunch and a 11-minute
division one day per week. Teachers have five instructional periods
of 50 minutes, two 50-minute
preparations and one 50-minute lunch four days per week,
and five 49-minute instructional
periods, two 49-minute preparations, one 11-minute division and
one 49-minute lunch one day per
week.”
Starting with the 2014-2015
school year, students will meet
with their division teachers every
Wednesday for 11 minutes to

hear announcements, receive
paperwork, or discuss any class
business that would needed to be
taken care of. The start time of the
day remains 7:45 a.m. and ends
at 3 p.m.
Additional changes include
that all passing or “transition” periods which are currently five minutes long will be reduced to four.
A three-minute announcement
block will be added to second
period the remaining four days of
the week, making it 53-minutes
long; eighth period will end at
2:56 p.m. on these days, as well.
Before the election, there
were strong feelings by teachers
and administration on both sides
of the issue. Why would teachers oppose to having division but
agree to having class meetings allowing their instruction time to get
interrupted? The thing was that

some teachers feared a division
would add a burden of having extra work put on them along with
their regular class work. Teachers
were also concerned that they
would have to take on other roles,
such as the work counselors do,
especially with course programming.
Administration and those
who need blocks of time with
groups of students, such as test-

ing coordinators, counselors,
and those with special programs,
urged teachers to vote to add
division.
“Division is important because it is our mode and method
to communicate with students,”
assistant principal Gail Tennial
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Gates Millennium
program awards
scholarship to senior

Musicians offer ‘An Evening of Jazz’

Senior and Gates Millennium Scholars Program
scholarship recipient Shelana Martin stands with her
counselor, Rita Williams. Martin is the first Morgan Park
High School winner since Latasha Hubbard earned the
award in 2007.
Student teacher Niamh Stapleton (left) leads the Jazz Band with a rendition of The Jackson
5’s hit, “I Want You Back,” at last month’s “An Evening of Jazz” held in the school cafeteria.
By Marcellus Freeman

S

INSID E

ounds of swing and
smooth jazz from
the Jazz Band, along with the
harmonized voices of the Jazz
Ensemble, came pouring out
of the school cafeteria on the
evening of Friday, April 11.
The Jazz Band held its second annual “Evening of Jazz”

concert; they collected money to
help the band pay for its upcoming events, including the IHSA
competition for jazz bands. All the
while the audience jammed to the
smooth sounds of the band and
the powerful voices of the Jazz
Ensemble.
“The concert was perfect,”
Jazz Band director and music
teacher Shemeka Nash said. “We
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Senioritis? Nahh.
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had a good turnout of people,
and I’m proud of the Jazz Band
and their hard work to make
this concert a great one.”
The band performed
songs from many music leg-
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EVENING OF
JAZZ

School
News »

First MP award
since 2007
By Ashley Shorter
and Maryah Person

T

he Gates Millennium
Scholars (GMS)
Program chose to award
senior Shelana Martin one of
its coveted scholarships last
month, after she successfully
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completed the difficult
application process.
The GMS Program selects
only 1,000 talented students
each year to receive a goodthrough-graduation scholarship to use at any college or
university of their choice, the
program’s website states.
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If image is everything,
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r
then be yourself
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By Maggie West

Y

ou wake up, flawless;
post up, flawless. The
rest of the song is probably
playing in your head at this
point, but how much does it take
for you to wake up “Flawless.”
These days, some people feel the
need to portray an image that is
opposite from who they really are.
They sometimes feel the need to
be on-point at all costs in order
to be accepted but not realizing
that being themselves is so much
better.
Now there is nothing wrong
with being beautiful, dressing
nicely, and going the whole ten
yards. If doing that makes you
who you truly are, then by all
means, go right ahead. The problem I’m discussing is by doing all
of that and showing how much
you have, helps you excel in your
high school career?
High school is the time when
you start to find yourself and
begin to develop into the person
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that you’ll eventually become. But
there’s a problem when you start
to develop into a person that you
think will get noticed. Let’s face
it: image is everything. It only
takes a person on average about
three minutes to judge you. It’ll
take them the rest of their life to
decide how they’ll treat you. High
school can make or break you.
Life really begins in high school.
Our “friends” turn into our worst
nightmare, we lose the people
that were closest to us, and
sometimes we turn up with an
unwanted disease or unplanned
pregnancy. Either way it goes, life
happens--and guess what? We
can’t control it.
The only thing we can control
is whom we decide to become.
No one wants to spend the rest of
their life known as the person with
a gross attitude or the person
who can never speak about what’s
on their mind because they’re
afraid of what could happen.
If you want to excel in high
school not worried about what

edit

someone thinks about, then carry
yourself as such. You can still
wear the prettiest clothes and
the latest Jordan’s and still be the
nicest person that someone could
ever meet. You can have the most
expensive and longest foreign
weave installed into your scalp
and still be humble and grateful
for everything that comes your
way.
Ten years from now when
you’re attending your class
reunion, you might be amazed by
how many of the fellow classmates you graduated with still act
as immature as they were before.
Only difference is age. They
believed that if they were to act
in a way that got them attention
it’ll take them far. In most cases it
doesn’t.
So I propose a challenge.
Take a look into the mirror and
decide that if the image you give
off to others help you in life. Decide that in ten years, would you
want old classmates saying, “he/
she will never change.”

Relationships can go the distance
with realistic expectations and effort
By Maya James

L

ong distance
relationships are
widely known for one thing:
not working out.
On the other hand, there
are those special cases that
sprout hope. Like with everything else in life, all you need
is hard work, dedication, and a
positive attitude. There many
seniors who are currently in
relationships. What happens
when you graduate and you
and your partner don’t go to
the same school?
Many of us need to un-

oria

derstand that the main purpose
for “going out” with someone is,
it’s to get to know him/her better
before getting married. Although,
before making any drastic decisions, you and your partner need
to decide if the person that you
are with is someone that you can
see yourself being with for the
rest of your life.
According to Statistic Brain,
75 percent of currently engaged
couples have been in a long
distance relationship. Therefore,
proof that long distance can work;
it’s all up to you as to how you
choose to handle this situation.
First, one needs to clearly de-

l

fine their expectations of how
this long distance relationship
will work. There are select
individuals out there that think
that long distance means
we are only in a relationship
when we can be together. If
not, they are free to see other
people.
There are others who believe that long distance means
we are in a relationship no
matter where you are or what
you are doing. If one partner
thinks they are free to explore

Please turn to page 14 for
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By Brittney McMillion

he time that everyone
has been dreaming of
and waiting on is finally here:
prom and graduation. With
the clock running out of time,
everyone is running around like a
chicken with its head cut off.
Some kids got upset, quite
angry in fact, at the administration
when they found out they weren’t
going to be able to attend their
one and only prom. But the reality
of it is, you’re the only reason you
can’t go. No one told you to deliberately break the rules. We’re
old enough to know wrong from
right. If you valued your prom,
you wouldn’t have done it.
We’ve been warned numerous times that school officials will
strip of us our big events, and sure
enough, they’ve taken prom and
the graduation ceremony from
more than 20 who broke the rules.

I guess everyone thought it was a
joke until we received our bright
orange prom checklist and the
deans wouldn’t stamp them off.
Maybe they’ll know to think twice
about doing stupid things before
we get our graduation checklist.
At the rate we’re going,
half of the Senior Class won’t be
allowed to actually walk across
the stage because of some poor
decision(s) they’ve made in the
past—and not-so-distant past—
that’s terrible, but that’s life.
Things aren’t always going to go
in your favor, especially when you
can’t follow simple rules like no
fighting in school, or having no
more than 10 unexcused absences for the second semester (Ha! Is
that really that hard?).
Administration didn’t ask
much of us, and we knew some of
the rules at the beginning of this
year, so once again, if you can’t
go on prom or walk the stage,

blame yourself.
Seniors, seriously it’s May. We
have everything to lose and they’re
ready and willing to take it all. Just
become more conscious and smart
regarding what you do inside the
school building. We’re almost done,
four weeks and we walk, make it
count, end it on a good note.

EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to
the editor. All letters must have a name and
division number. We reserve the right to edit
all letters for mechanics, length, and content.
Please submit responses with name and division to Mr. Majeske or any member of the
newspaper, or to KEMajeske@cps.edu.
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Seniors look forward
to special spirit week
By Shauntice Allen
and Brandon Riley

SPORTS

Two Class of 2012 students show how to participate in Senior
Week for Super Hero Day (left) and Fashion Disaster Day
(right). (EMPEHI News stock)
Kindergarten Day to studentfavorite Superhero Day. Much
participation occurs on the days
filled with wacky outfits and
hairdos.
“My favorite day would be
Kindergarten Day,” said Kamisha

Battles, a senior. “Seeing everybody with silly, childish, and colorful
clothing seems to lift the mood.”
Even though the week’s

Please turn to page 4 for
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National Honor Society
chooses inductees
By Unique Boyd
and Ason Blankson

T

M

any seniors participate
in the designated
Senior Week every year,
usually the week after prom,
to commemorate one more
fun week as graduation finally
approaches.
This year, Senior Week is set
to take place May 27 through
May 31. The specific days, events,
and themes chosen by the Senior
Board have yet to be released.
“Senior Week keeps that
last bit of joy alive,” said Deanna
Kinds, a senior. “It excites many
people and marks some of our
last moments at MP.”
Senior Week at Morgan Park
has become traditional, with every Senior Class enjoying special
days lined with planned outfits,
funny hairdos, silly statements,
and energetic humor.
Past events included many
different themes, ranging from
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he school chapter
of the National
Honor Society (NHS) notified
candidates last month as
to their acceptance into
the academic organization,
based upon their fulfillment
of the application process
requirements.
The NHS application process was to be completed over
spring break and due Monday,
April 21. The application consists of a personal data form,
student activity form, service
activities, community activities,
work experience/award recognition, and attendance sheet.
Students who qualify to
be in NHS must maintain a 3.6
and higher grade point average (GPA) and remain in the
top 12.5 percent of their class.
NHS is a nationwide organization in the United States

and consists of many chapters
in high schools.
“I feel exceptionally
accomplished,” sophomore
Kaylyn Willis said, “because it
is one of the biggest honors
a high school student can
receive.”
Selection is based on
four criteria: scholarship, leadership, service, and character.
The NHS requires a sort of
service to the community,
school, or other organizations.
The projects help students
meet the required service hour
total monthly.
“I’m very exited about
getting into NHS,” sophomore
Paul Gilbert said, “but I don’t
know much about what we’ll
be doing.”
There will be a number of

Please turn to page 6 for

NATIONAL
HONOR
STUDENTS

GATES MILLENNIUM WINNER
continued from page 1

Martin was thrilled about
being a recipient of the valuable
scholarship.
“I feel amazing,” she said,
“it’s definitely a blessing. I feel
very blessed and [it’s] just an overwhelming experience.”
The graduating senior plans
to attend the University of Illinois
Urbana-Champaign in the fall,
majoring in physics with a minor
in astronomy.
Martin’s career aspiration is
out-of-this-world, as she plans to
become a major scientist working on different projects for the
National Aeronautics and Space
Administration (NASA).
“My passion is stars and gazing at them and wondering about
the universe, and NASA is known
for that,” she said.
The GMS program provides
complete financial support all the
way through a graduate degree.
“The Gates Millennium
Scholars (GMS) Program, funded
by a grant from the Bill & Melinda
Gates Foundation, was established
in 1999 to provide outstanding African American, American
Indian/Alaska Native*, Asian
Pacific Islander American**, and
Hispanic American students with
an opportunity to complete an
undergraduate college education
in any discipline area of interest,”
the website explains. “Continuing
Gates Millennium Scholars may
request funding for a graduate
degree program in one of the following discipline areas: computer
science, education, engineering, library science, mathematics, public
health or science.”
With what is practically a
blank check for education, Martin
plans to take advantage of it to its
fullest.
“I want to get my PhD,”
she said. “I want to be Doctor
Martin.”
Attending U of I wasn’t her
first choice.
“I applied to Harvard; it was

my number one choice,” Martin
said. “Unfortunately, I did get
declined from them,” adding that
she also applied to Ohio State,
the University of Cincinnati, the
University of Minnesota, and
Purdue University.
Individuals selected as Gates
Scholars will receive funds in an
amount to be determined by
GMS based on financial need, the
website explains. The award will
be based on the cost of tuition,
fees, books and living expenses
for the 2014-2015 academic year,
as well as the availability of grants
and other scholarships reported
on the financial aid award letter.
Although some say the application process is tough, Martin
said otherwise.
“The application wasn’t as
rigorous as they made it seem,”
she said. “You have to pace yourself; it’s not do-or-die, you had to
write each each essay. The essays
themselves are really just basic
personal essays, and they ask
about your life, so it’s nothing too
hard like what is the distance between the earth and the moon…
You just have to pace yourself and
knock them out!”
The application process for
the GMS scholarship is a threepart effort: 1) a Student Application is completed and submitted
by the student; 2) a Nominator
Form must be completed and
submitted by an educator- Principal, teacher, guidance counselor
or higher education representative; 3) a Recommender Form
must be completed and submitted by any adult who is familiar
with the student’s community
service and leadership activities,
such as a supervisor at work or a
community leader. If the person
who serves as a Nominator is also
familiar with the student’s nonacademic activities, he or she may
serve as a Recommender as well.
The GMS website address many questions potential

candidates may have through a
long list of FAQs, including the
importance of the Recommender,
who in this case was her counselor, Rita Williams, who was very
supportive of her student.
“I would describe Shelana as
someone who is dedicated, who
is determined, who is very delicate, and definitely persistent,”
the 10-year counselor said.
The process took some time
to complete, she said.
“It took several months to do
everything,” Williams said. “She
had to do a copious amount of
essays. She had to get recommendations, she had to get nominations. She did a lot of research.
She put in a lot of hours; during
her lunch period, she was down
here, and after school, so she
definitely went above and beyond
because she was well-prepared.
She practiced for her interviews,
and I think she well deserved the
scholarship.”
The counselor noted that
Martin’s effort really carried her.
“I’m particularly excited because usually the students I have
are not so diligent, because, like
I said, it takes several essays and
other steps…but most students,
after the first three or four essays,
stop. She just kept going and
kept going.”
It was Martin’s commitment
that gave Williams optimism that
she would come out with the award.
“I was confident that she
would get it, just a little nervous
because there’s still a lot of
competition because it’s just not
Morgan Park, it’s just not public
schools, it’s across the board,”
she said. “[Martin’s] enthusiasm
just gave me more of the motivation to keep asking ‘Okay, what
do we have to do next,’ ‘What do
you need me to do?.’ She kept
saying ‘I can do it, I can do it, I
can do it, I’m gonna do it,’ and
she did it.”
The last time a Mustang

has earned the award was when
World Language International
Studies student Latasha Hubbard,
who was ranked No. 3 in her
class, was named in 2007. Often,
it’s those students who are in
specialized programs that end up
getting the valued scholarships.
“So it’s usually the students
that are in IB or Language, or
something like that,” Williams

said. “Normally, counselors with
those divisions get them, so for
me, it’s a big deal.”
Martin wanted to thank
all those who have helped her
achieve this goal.
“I want to shout-out to my
mama, my teachers, Ms. [Nicole]
Brown, my counselor Dr. Williams,
[and] for praying, my first lady of
my church,” she said.

IB buzz

International Baccalaurate Programme (IB) coordinator
Morgan Mudron and a parent volunteer serve pizza to
those who participated in IB Fun Day held at the Catholic
Youth Ministry last Friday. (Photo by Maggie West)
By Chelsea Brown
IB Fun Day
International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP)
seniors had their annual fun day on May 2 in an effort to relax
before they stated their three-week long IB testing. IB coordinator Morgan Mudron coordinated the event for IB seniors to have
a day full of fun, food, and laughter to lighten the mood before
they embark on what may be the scariest time in their IB careers.
The seniors were asked to bring food, games and anything they

Please turn to page 4 for IB
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DIVISION PERIOD TO RETURN
continued from page 1

A copy of the 2014-2015 daily schedule that was chosen by teachers shows how the division period will affect the school days during the week. Note that all passing
periods will now be four minutes long instead of the current five.
said. “It not only allows [us time] to
communicate with the students, but
it allows us to track the students by
class [by] allowing our counselors
to have access to our students on
a regular basis. Mind you that this
division for next school year will be
one day per week, and in between
that division, we will have announcements embedded.”
In addition to the debated
need for the allotted time,
another reason for the teachers’
approval of division was the possibility of a principal-mandated
50-minute “advisory” period,
which the latest Chicago Teachers
Union (CTU) contract allows for.
“Each teacher’s schedule shall
include three principal directed
preparation periods per week,
which shall be used only for staff
development, teacher collaboration, advisory (one per week),

department meetings, subject area
team meetings and other professional preparation activities,” reads
Article 6.1 regarding the terms of
the Regular School Day.
Some students, particularly
seniors felt that the lack of division has made it difficult for them
to receive important information
in a timely fashion.
“If we were supposed to find
things out about school activities
and other senior activities, then
it was up to us to hear it,” senior
Alexis Gale said. “We miss out on
a lot of information that probably
could’ve made our senior class
activities much better.”
Administration tried to
provide each class with a special meeting in the auditorium
each month to update them on
information that impacts them,
but it was only once a month and

it pulled students out of class for
the period. Many didn’t like it.
“Everything was so sloppy
and unorganized in the class
meetings,” senior Lenise Moss
said. “It’s much easier to deal with
a small division class than trying
to listen to the opinions and
questions of 200-plus kids.”
However, not all students see
the need for the division period.
“My day just runs much
smoother without having division
or these meetings.” junior Kyren
Moore said. “I don’t need to stop
in between classes to discuss
stuff; just send me a paper home
with all the information I need
and leave it at that.”

Division was part of CPS life
for decades
Division, historically, had been

continued from page 3

continued from page 3

External Exams
On May 5, IB seniors
started their external exams at
Chicago State University. For
the remainder of this week and

them, special documents, have
yearbook photos taken, have
Student Council gift deliveries
made, and get to hear messages
broadcast over the PA with little
interruption.
In 2008, daily division eliminated from the school day and
replaced by a 45-minute advisory
or “long division” on Tuesdays
twice each month.
The latest CTU contract,
which was agreed upon in October 2012, stipulated that instructional periods be at least 50
minutes each, and that additional
division or advisory periods would
have to be paid as overtime by
any school that added the extra
time to the school day.
MP teachers voted down a
waiver for a special schedule that
actually did include a division,
opting for what we have now.

SENIOR WEEK

IB BUZZ

might want to do on their
day off. As in previous years,
there was no lack of food,
games and good times. IB
senior teachers came to the
Catholic Youth Ministry for
once without work. They
came to congratulate the
students on their hard work
over the last four years in the
program and to tell them to
relax. Ms. Mudron spoke to
everyone about what’s next
in life and told them that
as they embark on the next
chapters in their lives, that
she truly knows that they
will all be successful- and
being her first official class of
graduates how proud she is
of them.

held each and every day from 10
to 14 minutes. It was included
in the school day essentially for
collecting student attendance. But
when the IMPACT computer system was employed in 2008, which
collects data based on actual class
period attendance, Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) and most teachers
deemed the time block obsolete
and unnecessary.
Division and advisory were
once the times where students
would get all of their information they need for activities and
important news for their grade
level. It was a certain time period set aside on Wednesdays,
division being ten minutes,
while advisory was 46 minutes.
Students could gather together
with their assigned teachers
and express concerns, as well
as get messages delivered to

the next three weeks, IB seniors
will report to CSU to take their
external exams, which combined
with IAs in the respective classes,
the EE, the TOK essay, and
presentation go toward their IB
scores and finally the coveted IB
diploma. Administration and all
of the IB teachers wish them luck
may the odds forever be in their
favor.

MYP pinning ceremony
This year’s IB pinning
ceremony will be held on May
9 at 4 p.m. in Morgan Park’s
auditorium, Blackwelder Hall. IB
Middle Years Program coordinator Adriane Hanes will be
holding the annual ceremony
for the MYP sophomores. The
program will highlight the most
outstanding students, as well as
the most improved. Ms. Hanes
will announce the IB Student of
the Year. Each student will also
be recognized for completing

the IB Middle Years Programme.

IB Award Ceremony
On May 29 at 5 p.m., IB
coordinator Mudron is holding
the annual award ceremony for
the IB seniors.
When asked what the
ceremony was all about, Ms.
Mudron said, “The IB Awards
ceremony is both a recognition of all the hard work of IB
students as well as a studentled event celebrating your
journey. Awards will be given
out in each subject area as
well as for Learner Profile traits
and CAS. Three scholarships
will be awarded from the Hill
Family and the Mason Family.
Afterwards, we move to the
Social Room for a light reception with food and drinks for IB
students and families.”
It is sure to be a wonderful
night!

activities mostly revolve around
entertainment and having fun,
there’s usually one specific, informative day in the mix. There’s
a day where fellow seniors show
up in apparel with their future
schools on them.
“I will participate in ‘Rep Your
College’ Day,” senior Jaquan
Kilgore said. “This day shows how
much pride we have in completing high school and how we’re so
close to that next level. It’s cool to
see who will be going where for
college.”
Is Senior Week participation
necessary, though? Some seniors
feel no need for it, since they’re
over the stage of possible immature acts. Others feel as if it’s a
necessity, since it’s one of the last
set of organized in high school.
“It would be nice to have
almost everybody participate
in Senior Week,” senior Dajah
Carter said, “but, it’s their choice,
and they have free will to choose
not to.”
Many students propose
a change or slight twist in the

themes used. Mainly, there’s a
handful of themes regularly used
every year or two. Themes like
Kindergarten Day and Cartoon
Character Day have become
something like a norm regarding
Senior Spirit Week.
“I don’t mind most of the
same themes from past years,”
senior Brianne Williams said.
“However, a slight change in
some of the days or maybe a
new theme like Dress like Your
Favorite Teacher Day or Gender
Bender Day could help get more
senior participation.”
Seeing seniors dressed in
overalls with big shirts and bright
colors with childish pigtails will
bring a few more moments of fulfillment into their final days as MP
students. In the near future, this
tradition will have new themes for
seniors to play around with in the
week dedicated to them.
“Overall, it’s just an enjoyable
week,” senior Oriana Hondras.
“It’s a way of celebrating the hard
work we have put in her over the
past four [or six] years.”
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Juniors navigate the PSAE with overall compliance
By Kyler Laurent

B

eing a junior in any
school, you will have
to go through one test that can
significantly influence the rest of
your life. The ACT is an entrance
exam used by most colleges and
universities to make admissions
decisions; high school students
took this as part of the PSAE late
last month during the two-day
assessment.
Testing went extremely well,

with only six juniors being absent
for the ACT portion of the exam,
administered on the first day.
Unfortunately, three students
had their first test invalidated
because they neglected to follow
the very strict rules dictated by
ACT. One student apparently
filled in bubbles from part of the
test taken after time had been
called, another was caught using
a cell phone in the hall during a
break, and another used a highlighter marker on a passage of
the test; each is a serious infrac-

tion according to the ACT, and
the consequences must be carried out and enforced by schools.
After the second day of testing, which included the WorkKey
assessments, juniors were treated
to pizza in the south gymnasium.
The purpose of the exam is
to provide colleges with one common criterion that can be used
to compare all applicants. The
weight placed on ACT scores varies from school to school.
Other important factors that
schools consider in their admis-

sions decisions are your high
school GPA, academic transcripts,
and letters of recommendation,
interviews and personal essays.
It consists of four multiple-choice
tests which are English, Mathematics, Reading, and Science. It
also includes a writing portion.
The highest score you can
possibly get is a 36. The national
composite average, according to
ACT.org, last year was 20.9, while
the average in Illinois was 20.2,
in Chicago public high schools
it was 17.6. The Class of 2014

earned 18.2, slightly better than
the 18.1 averaged by the Class
of 2013. The state with the best
average score was Massachusetts
(24.1) while the lowest was North
Carolina (18.7).
In fact, the 14 top scoring
states are all on the East Coast;
the 15th ranked state is California.
Illinois is ranked 33rd.
Northside Preparatory, a CPS
selective enrollment high school,

Please turn to page 6 for

PSAE

EVENING OF JAZZ
continued from page 1

ends, including Stevie Wonder,
Herbie Hancock, Johnny Mersa,
Charlie Parker, Horace Silver, and
even a funked-up version of the
New Orleans classic “When the
Saints Go Marching In.”
Some students who performed enjoyed the event.
“The jazz concert was super
fun, especially the fried chicken,
drummer Yardayn Watkins said. “I’m
proud of the band; we all worked
really hard to put this show on.”
Along with the songs played
by the band as a whole, some
students played in “combos”
along with special guest pianist
Stephen LaFlora and vibraphone
player Patrick Arnold.
“I always enjoy the Jazz concert, saxophonist Alexia Moore
said. “My favorite part this year
was the combo I got to be a part
of and getting to play with Mr.
Arnold and Mr. LaFlora. I especially love just seeing everyone in
the audience dancing and singing
with the song we’re playing.”
In fact, the audience appeared to be alive with feeling
and joy, especially when the Jazz
Band began to play a unique
cover of a 1970 Motown classic
number-one hit.
“I was so excited to hear
familiar sounding jazz,” band
booster Lori Freeman said.
“The mood was so comforting
it brought back many memories
from my youth, especially when
they played I want you back by
The Jackson 5.”
Friday night was also the
debut of the new vocalist Jazz
Ensemble, directed by Gabrielyn
Watson-Foster, the school’s choir
teacher and director who sang
“Tenderly,” a song arranged by
Steve Zegree.
“The Jazz Ensemble did
extremely well for their first time
performing,” the director said.
“It’s sad that most of them are
seniors, though a few others will
be returning. In fact, I’m hoping
to get them a scholarship for the
Vocal Jazz Camp this summer.”
There was also a silent auction of 22 different items, including restaurant gift certificates,
decorative items, and tickets for
shows at the Beverly Arts Center.
Parents of the Jazz Band
players volunteered to serve
food, including fried chicken,
fries, bread, salad, drinks, and
even a cake congratulating the
groups’ efforts after having another great year.
As put by a few parents who
attended the concert, “great food
and great music equals a good
time.”

An Evening of Jazz

Courtney Jones, Armond Donegan, Maya James, Kiera Faniel, and Anthony Davis perform as the vocal Jazz Ensemble.

Left, clockwise: Guest
percussionist Patrick
Arnold plays along with
the Jazz Band. Junior
Kristopher Herring
plays solo trumpet
on “Billie’s Bounce.”
Senior Dammare Smith
plays tenor saxophone
as part of the band’s
performance of “Autumn
Leaves.” Senior Sean
Sutherland plays his
trumpet during the jazz
show.
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Seniors to set sail
for June luncheon

T

he Class of 2014 has
been patiently awaiting
a series of end-of-year activities-only for seniors--such as prom,
Senior Week, and, of course,
graduation.
This year’s senior luncheon
will be held on Wednesday, June
4. It will be on the Spirit of Chicago at Navy Pier, located at 600
East Grand Avenue, from 2 p.m.
until 4 p.m.
Seniors may be able to have
the opportunity of using transportation provided by the school or their
own transportation. The school bus
will leave around 1 p.m., board at
1:30 p.m. or 1:35 p.m., and the
boat will set sail at 2 p.m.

continued from page 3

Tickets are $50 and you are
allowed to bring your friends and
family, as long as they also
pay
Reporting
graduating
$50 for their tickets.
1998
A luncheon is usually a
formal lunch that occurs as part 1999
of a meeting or for entertaining a 2000
guest.
2001
Senior Class sponsor Katrina
Richard believes that even though 2002
there is not a specific dress code, 2003
some styles are definitely recom2004
mended.
“Business casual is very safe, 2005
she said. “There should not be
2006
any jeans or gym shoes.”
Also, for those who will use 2007
the school’s transportation, there 2008
are certain restrictions that need 2009

Please turn to page 7 for

2010

CLASS LUNCHEON 2011

PSAE
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NATIONAL HONOR STUDENTS

The senior luncheon
(Wednesday, June 4) will be
held on the Spirit of Chicago
(main photo), which features
a revamped, modern interior
design, and colorful LED lighting
and updated décor (above).
By Bashia Powell

REVIEWS

things planned, according to
NHS sponsor and social sciences teacher Kevin Homan.
“We have scholarships,
trips, and service projects,” he
said.
Students who didn’t get
accepted into NHS this year
can always apply next year if
they keep up their GPA and
remain in the top 12.5 percent.
“For the people who did
get rejected, it was mostly for
if someone didn’t have the
application filled out right,”
Homan said, “so we just kind
of stopped there and put it to
the side.”
Twenty-four candidates
were chosen last June. Although this was a fairly large
crop of academically- motivated students, the largest was in
2007 when 78 were honored.
The National Honor
Society was founded in 1921
by the National Association
of Secondary School Principals. It is estimated that
over one million students
participate in the National
Honor
Society. NHS and
ACT
composite
NJHS (National junior honor
19
society) chapters are found
19.6
in all 50 states, the District of
Columbia,
Puerto Rico, many
19.1
U.S. Territories, and Canada.
19
They can also be found in
19.3
areas of Asia.
Some19.3
membership obligations are to be a role model at
19.2
school and
in the community,
19.6
participate
the NHS Chapter
Service Project
20 during the
year, participate in at least
20.1
one additional
service project
during the 20
year, either with
the NHS or
on your own, for
18.8
a total of two service projects
18.910 service hours,
and at least

National Honor Society members Susan Kirklin, Camille
Cotton, Evie Richards, and visit with children at KennedyKing College Daycare last week. The members donated
flashcards to the early learners. Some read and played with
the children. A small panel of the seniors were featured on
the school’s radio station, WKKC 89.3 FM, “The New Sound
of Soul!” (Photos by Kamau Haymon)
participate in various other NHS
projects during the year, participate in at least two NHS fundraisers during the year.
“This is not only an honor,
but it is a responsibility,” Wills
said. “I expect to be a leader to
my peers and the community.”
You also have to pay dues:
$25-30 per year; for seniors, $24
for NHS stole, attend the biweek-

ly, after-school meetings; officers and chairs attend weekly
NHS meetings and must avoid
disciplinary or attendance
problems.
The new members who
were accepted to NHS this
year will have an induction
ceremony on Thursday, May
29, from 7 p.m until about
8-9 p.m.

19.1

2012

18.1

2013

18.2

continued from page 5

enjoys the district’s highest average of 29.4.
Other nearby schools and
their 2013 scores include Julian
(15), Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences (20.4), Chicago
International Charter (16), and
Neal F. Simeon Career Academy
High School (16.7).
Many people stress over this
test because of the pressure of
high expectations to pass. It is
simply taking everything you have
learned and putting it on the line
to show your intelligence.
There are many ways to
study, such as ACT Prep and
other after school activities.
Earning a great score is possible
by just doing simple things,
such as carefully read the directions on the cover of the test
booklet, reading the directions
for each test carefully, reading
each question carefully, pacing
yourself, and not spending too
much time on a single passage
or question.
Junior Asia Smith had spectacular confidence believing she
did well.
“It wasn’t that hard,” she
said. “I was prepared.”
What some of the teachers
are teaching us is relevant to this
test, which is making it easier for
us to pass the test and have great

chances to get into great schools.
Upcoming junior Darien
Campbell, a student-athlete,
has taken ACT prep classes to
prepare for this test and said they
helped.
“Some of the simple things I
leaned freshman year was on the
practice test and I was just glad I
understood it,” he said.
Another Class of 2015 student claimed that the test isn’t
all that bad, so test-takers should
get anxious about it.
“This test is really hypedup more than what we expect,”
junior Matthew Glass said, “but if
you are relaxed and pay attention
in class, you should be just fine.”
In many people’s eyes
the ACT is nothing we can’t
handle. As long as you have prior
knowledge in all subjects, such
as formulas, reading and writing
rules, or even anything you can
remember in your coursework,
you should make the average
score of 21.
This is the last year for both
the PSAE and ISAT which will
be replaced by the Partnership
for Assessment of Readiness for
College and Careers (PARCC) —
that tests for students’ abilities
that have more relevance to the
real world, rather than just their
knowledge.

ACT composite

Morgan Park 16-year scoring trend for ACT composite
21

20.25

20
19.6

20

19.6

19.5

19.3 19.3
19

20.1

19.1

19.2

19.1

19
18.8

18.9

18.75

18.1

18.2

18
1998 1999 2000 2001 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013

Scores are based on Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) annual report cards. From 19982011, the calculated composite scores excluded the scores of students who took the test with
special accommodations. *Based on the chart shown here for the 2012 and 2013 composite
results, all students whose scores are college reportable, both standard and extended time tests
(special accommodations), are now included (indicated by the hash mark). In 2012, the score
would have been 18.7 using the previous calculation method.
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AP testing month underway in the news
by Alexia Moore
and Jabari Ben-Yisrael

M

onday kicked off the
beginning of what
many feel is the toughest part
of the school year: Advanced
Placement (AP) testing.
AP students will have to take
a three-hour test for the AP class
they just completed. If they earn a
3, 4, or 5 on the AP exam 5-point
scale, then different colleges will
be willing to offer them college
credit. The credit could be for
actual “advanced placement,”
meaning those successful students won’t have to take one of
the basic or introductory courses
at the beginning of their college
career. The scores roughly mean
how prepared they are for the
college-level material.
“A [score of] 4 means they
are pretty well prepared and a 3
indicates they are somewhat prepared for a college-level course,”
testing coordinator Gerald Moore
said. “Upon getting their results,
the students will have to check
with the college or university of
their choice to see the AP policy
of that college or university.”
In 2013, over 3.9 million exams were taken by more than 2.2
million students at over 18,000
high schools, according to the
College Board.

Which of the 43 subject
groups that the College Board
collects data do students perform the best? Surprisingly, 94.9
percent of Chinese Language
test-takers in 2013 earned a 3 or

Environmental Science appears to be the toughest, with
only 48.2 earning a 3 or better.
Human Geography had the highest percentage of students with
lowly 1’s (28.3 percent).

English teachers Carletha Whitfield and Maya Farrell,
and International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme
coordinator Morgan Mudron pose with gifts they received
from staff members during a baby shower held in their
honor last month.

• • • • • • •
Many students will be faced with completion of one or more
Advanced Placement tests administered this month.
higher, with 69.7 percent getting
a perfect 5; however, only 9,606
took it, nationwide.
The most popular exam, with
385,576 taking it last year, was
English Language; 57.9 earned a
3 or better, with a mere 7.6 earning a 5.

According to an Advanced
Placement Program report, 21
percent of the state’s high school
graduates in Illinois received a
three or higher on at least one AP

Please turn to page 10 for

AP EXAMS
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to be taken in consideration.
“You must arrive to the
school if you are taking the bus,
Richard said. “The bus leaves at
1 p.m., so arrive accordingly; the
bus will not wait, so if you miss
the 1 p.m. departure, you must
find another form of your own
transportation to get there.”
Although typically, many
seniors attend and enjoy the
annual event, some have been
questioning senior activities, with
some feeling it is a waste of time,
while others claim that they are financially swamped due to having
to pay for other senior fees, and
the fact that it is prom season, all

Are

putting a cramp on student and
parents pockets.
But there is a fair amount of
seniors who are already on board,
(no pun intended) for the luncheon on a boat; senior Nathan
Anderson would love to go.
“The luncheon is a part of
the senior activities, and I want
to do everything,” he said. “I feel
like I might as well go because I
haven’t been on a boat since my
8th grade luncheon--which wasn’t
a good experience--so hopefully
this time is better.”
There are also a few people
who really aren’t on board for the
senior event.

you
graduating?

“Luncheon is a waste of my
time and money, senior Skyler
Townes said. “You can get on the
Spirit of Chicago for less than $50,
so I really wouldn’t want to spend
that $50 when I can spend less
and still get the same experience.”
The senior luncheon is shaping out to become a very nice
event, thanks to senior advisor Ms.
Richard and the Senior Board’s
planning. The event should be
very well-structured and nice; it is
expected be a great last event to
spend with friends and family and
enjoy each other’s company before the Class of 2014 makes their
final move and graduates.

Graduating seniors are
offered to place their
last will and testament
in the june 2014 issue
of empehi news

Ad forms are currently available in Room 326A. A PDF-version can also be downloaded from
www.morganparkcps.org in the News and Bulletins section. Completed ads may be emailed to
empehinews@gmail.com. Ads must be returned to Mr. K. Majeske no later than Wednesday,
May 14. Only one ad per student, please.

Above: A representative of Sand Ridge Nature Center
shows student volunteers Nigel Watkins, Kayla Cruse, and
Keenan Lee how to carefully invasive plants from native
habitats last month during a special field trip coordinated
by science teacher Dr. Deborah Hawes. Below: Lena Taylor
gets down with nature, cutting away some unwanted brush.

• • • • • • •

A worker digs into the ceiling on the first floor north
building to work on the wifi wiring as part of the larger
effort to upgrade the current wireless Internet system.
When complete in a few weeks, the connection speed
should be faster and will require teacher-assigned
passwords to gain access.
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Talent Show

SOPHOMORE NASIR BAKER
Baker is handed the first place trophy by Senior Board president
Tiana Kimble.

BABY BEYS
The Baby Beys (pom-pon team) took second with their
choreographed dance routine.

>

JUNIOR ANTHONY DAVIS
Davis sings a solo to senior Maryah Person.

SCHOOL NEWS

By Tyshay Russell
and Anaja Smith

SOP
BAK
DOR

S

inging, dancing, and poetry were most
of the performances that took place at
the annual talent show held on April 10.
The night consisted of a DJ who had the
crowd interacting with each other, talented
people competing against each other for the first
place prize, and the overall audience just having
a good time.
“The DJ tried to get the crowd going,”
senior James Davidson said. “He really didn’t do
a good job.”
Likewise, Dominique Davis, a senior had the
same opinion.
“He was boring,” she said. “He didn’t have
no Ciara.”
Although some believe the DJ was boring,
the performers weren’t. Some who performed
included the pom-pon team, Nasir Baker, The
Guys who danced, Kine Aidara and Daija Rice
who sang, and De’Quan Hoover and Briaizha
Steele who recited poetry.
“My favorite performance was the pom-pon
team,” Davison said, “because Kiari was in it.”
Ahnnyshia Hibler, a senior, felt there were
two specific performers that did the best.
“Scooby’s [senior Brandon Riley] and the
Tink tribute by Taja and Alexis was the best because everybody else was weak.”
In addition to people saying who was their
best performers, they also gave their overall
rates of the talent show from one to ten.
“I think the talent show was a seven,” said
senior Devante Williams. “It wasn’t better than
last year or my past years—there wasn’t enough
people for one and it wasn’t that turnt up. My
favorite part was Nasir; he did his little thing--it
was raw!”
Senior Aramis Williams agreed that the talent show was a good one.
“I’d say an eight,” Williams said. “It was
good, but they were a little unorganized. My favorite part was when foe and them got on stage
[because ] they were really live [and] the girl that
was singing ‘I’m Going Down’ could really sing!”
Tyla Perkins, a senior, disagreed with the talent show being good, though.
“It was weak,” she said. “I give it a two.
There should have been more people performing other stuff.”
But what’s a show without the host? This
year, DayntheMan and Tiana Kimble, both seniors, were the hosts.
“I was really excited to host the show,”
Kimble said. “My intro and my model walk were
my favorite part, along with working with my cohost and pretty much work the crowd. He’s great
at what he does and is hilarious.”
The hosts brought a different vibe to Blackwelder Hall where they show took place.
“I think our style of hosting was very different and unique because of the different dancing
and skits that we did,” Kimble said. “When the
crowd really gets into it, the show becomes 10
times more fun—I can admit I was really shy, but
for my first time, I had a lot of fun.”
More notably of the night, the infamous Cha
Cha Slide Remix had everyone moving during
intermission.
“Everybody got out of their seat to participate in the slide and it was fun,” senior Jakaira
Johnson said.
However, Hibler thought it was just too
much.
“It was horrible,” she said. “Too many
people were in the way. You really couldn’t move
and it was just too much.”
Throughout the night, performers’ main goal
was to win first place prize. Even though everyone was good, Baker, a sophomore won.
“I was shocked I won because it was
unexpected,” he said. “There were other acts
superior to mine, but I wasn’t in it to win, I was
just having fun.”
Baker’s performance consisted of energy
filled dance moves, and upbeat music and originally he was intimidated by the crowd.
“In a way I was nervous, but when the music
came on [those feelings] just disappeared.”
A lot of people liked Baker’s performance the
most out of everyone because of his originality.
“My favorite performance was Nasir because
he was raw!” Perkins said. “The best part of the
show was when he was dancing and did a split.”
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By Richard Chandler

W

PHOMORE NASIR
KER AND JUNIOR
RIANNE THOMAS

>

ild-N-Out (WNO) was another event
thrown by the Senior Board, where
there were two teams of seven students composed
of juniors and seniors. The teams played four WNOstyle games and the infamous Wild Style where the
teams freestyle rap to a catchy beat and try to make
jokes about the other team. The other games were Let
Me Hollah, Talkin Spit, Family Reunion, and So Fly.
The two teams each had a captain. Raynard Parham
was the captain of the junior team and Quincy Beaird captain of the senior team. The funniest jokes for most of the
show came from the senior team, of course. The juniors did
have one joke that received a lot of feedback from the
audience, but it was ruled inappropriate by the Senior
Board judges, and the juniors ultimately lost points
which played a huge role in their loss of the game.
The seniors, on the other hand, had several funny
jokes putting them far ahead of the juniors in several games; Jareem Fleming had two of them. In the
game Let Me Hollah, Fleming said to fellow senior
Randi Crawford, “If you don’t tell Dakota, I won’t tell
Shaina,” which was quite funny because Fleming is
in a relationship with pom captain Shaina Thompson
and Crawford is in a relationship with Dakota Reid.
His other joke was during Talkin’ Spit; Fleming said to
Parham, “Look into the audience and tell me if you
can see Maryah.” Maryah Person is a senior girl.
The juniors were not prepared to take on the hilarious seniors. Hopefully, in future years, Senior Board
will continue events like this.

se two put on
cialized dance
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SOPHOMORE COLBY
JOHNSON
SENIORS TAJA
FERGUSON AND
ALEXIS ESTES
JUNIOR DEANTE
TAYLOR AND
SOPHOMORE
CHRISTOPHER
WATKINS

>

Emeralds hold dance showcase

The audience
captures their
avorite moments.

The Emeralds (at right) and the Booster Band Association held a special dance showcase in Blackwelder Hall last
Thursday evening, featuring dance groups from high schools throughout the area. (Photos by Brittni Shade)
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Plague of ‘senioritis’ only getting worse

By Rockyel Wilson

S

eems like all seniors get
a case of the so-called
“senioritis.” With the end of the
year approaching ever so slowly,
having senioritis is becoming
increasingly more pronounced due
to the fact that most seniors are
focused on prom preparations,
luncheon, and the most important
event: graduation.
Unfortunately, little thought
is given to the fact that there is
still just under two weeks (from
today) until senior final exams.
Worse yet, these students are still
expected to be in school after finals and prom are over--the actual
graduation ceremony isn’t until
June 7, a full nine school days
after prom!
Although, passing and attending classes are key to graduation, at the end of the school year,
seniors have that “Why should
we even bother showing up?”
attitude, because they feel they
have reached the end.

Senioritis is a colloquial term
used to describe the decreased
motivation toward studies displayed by students who are nearing the end of their high school,
college and graduate school
careers.
By now, many students have
basically all the credits (except for
some required core classes like
English) they need to pass.
Some of these students feel
like attending classes is useless
and just don’t want to come to
school.
“OMG, I think I’ve gotten
it worst of all,” senior Regine
Hoover said. “I have all my credits
except for one. I don’t know
why we can’t just have that one
class and be done with the day.
I come to school now to just see
my friends, run track and see my
boyfriend.”
With many already accepted
to college, fees paid, prom and
graduation plans set, it’s not surprising that many have checked
out mentally for the year. Few
see the potential for negative

personality
profile
By Kyler Laurent

B

eing a student
was not enough
for Christopher Watkins, a
sophomore who does all types
of extracurricular activities.
Watkins has begun working toward his dream occupation. This student’s goals are to
make it the real world being a
professional singer, actor, rapper, songwriter, dancer, director, video editor and producer.
He has been pursuing
this by taking up several after
school activities and workshops. Some of the activities
he engages in are with True
Star magazine, Civics Club,
Mikva Challenge, and MPHS
Glee Club. He even helps other
students with these activities.
Watkins is the leader and
creator of the Morgan Park
Glee Club. This is where students can express themselves
in any way possible.

Sophomore
Christopher Watkins
“No matter what talent
you have, you can always perform or perfect it in our club,”
Watkins said. “If anyone wants
to join, all you have to do is
show up and give your best in
the club. They perform at any
of the major assemblies the
school has.”
Being active in and out of
the school does not stop his
progress in the classroom.
”He is a hard worker when
he wants to be the best,”
French teacher Bethany Wat-

Please turn to page 11 for

SPOTLIGHT:
WATKINS

consequences--which are real,
according to the National Association for College Admission
Counseling (NACAC).
“Decision letters contain
carefully worded statements that
usually read, ‘Your admission is
contingent on continued successful performance,’ meaning the
last official part of your application process will involve a review
of your final transcript as well as a
report from your guidance counselor,” the organization reports.
“Failure to live up to expectations
can have a number of very painful results such as: a rescinded
offer of admission, placement on
academic probation before you
even start college, or a reduction
in merit-based financial aid.”
The NACAC also reports
that 1 in 5 or about 22 percent of
colleges surveyed revoked offers
in 2009 — up from 21 percent in
2008. And the average number of
offers revoked more than doubled
from 10 to 23 per school in 2009.
Today, colleges have more
incentive than ever to take back
an offer. With more and more
students applying for college and
long wait lists, schools have lots
of eager applicants happy to take
the places of previously admitted students who dropped key
academic classes, let grades slip
or otherwise got in trouble.
But overcoming senioritis
isn’t as easy as it may seem.
Although it isn’t a real disease,
it surely does have the affects of
one. Not wanting to wake up in
the morning, sleeping through
classes, and just not wanting to
do work or participate in classroom activities. Senioritis is like an

Please turn to page 11 for
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Prom dress preparation
is all but over for most

One of the biggest prom fears for young ladies is having
someone else show up in the exact same dress as you.
By Jaquan Kilgore and Brianna Simmons

W

ith Prom 2K14 slowly approaching, girls are trying to
go all out for the event and start a new era of how
to kill things on prom, just to go down in history as “They did
that!”
“Nobody wants to run into a girl at prom with the same
dress as them,” senior Ayriel King said. “To make sure my dress
is original, I went the extra mile and got a print I knew nobody
has the guts to wear or pull off. As [Senior Notable for] Best
Dressed, I have no choice but to make a statement on prom,
and my dress does just that!”
Most girls like to choose their dresses based off the styles
that were in style or worn in previous years, while at the same
time attempting to make sure their friends approve of it.
“Yes, they focus a lot on previous years because a good
amount of people will see something one year, and when it’s
their time, they may think back to someone’s dress and keep
the same idea,” senior Ashley Shorter said. “Some girls do care
about what their friends will think, while others use their own
mind; I’ve witnessed both situations.”
When getting a dress, made most girls wouldn’t even take the
risk or advise you to take the risk, but most girls just don’t care.
“When getting a dress made, you need to do your homework on it,” senior Shaina Thompson said, “know that you are

Please turn to page 11 for DRESS

ADVICE

AP EXAMS

continued from page 7

exam, which is typically the score
needed for college credit. The
national average was 20 percent
in 2013.
For much of this month, the
challenging assessments will be
administered for the AP courses
offered at MP. But imagine going
into a AP test completely unprepared. Despite some who claim
that they weren’t ready, there are
many simple ways to prepare.
The first step to preparing for
these tests is being aware what
your goal is, and knowing how
high to aim to receive the college
credit--which is the main point of
the AP class in the first place.
“Students need to receive a 60
percent or higher in order to receive
college credit for a semester,”
according to the College Board’s
website. “Also, there is no penalty
for guessing on any of the questions
in the multiple choice sections.”
Once, your goal is understood, it is important to get prepared for the test academically, in
the weeks before and leading up
to the test.
“During the weeks before the
test: Take several practice tests in
order to become familiar with the
structure of the exam. Stimulate
real testing circumstances so you
are prepared to complete the section within the given time frame,”
according to Pearson Education
Inc., in their advisory text, “AP

Test-Taking Techniques,” which
adds, “Be sure to attend you AP
courses and complete al assignments. Material taught in your AP
courses will help you prepare for
the exams.”
Another important part when
it comes to the test preparation
the day before, and morning
after. Suggested actions like a lot
of sleep and a great breakfast are
included.
Then, there’s the psychological approach:
“Relax. Do not take a practice test or spend too much time
reviewing the day before the test.
Get at least eight hours of sleep
on the night before the set,”
Pearson suggests. “Eat a healthy
and nutritious breakfast on the
morning before the test. Make
sure you are familiar with your
testing location and that you budget enough time to travel there.”
Experts such as ones used
with Pearson Education Inc.,
have given certain strategies for
students to use during the AP
test, depending on the type of
question, time, and subject.
Pearson offers more advice:
During the test, keep an eye
on the clock and pace yourself
accordingly. Do not waste time
doing unnecessary things such
as erasing work that can just be
crossed out.
Do not spend too much time

on a problem if you don’t know
the answer skip it and try to come
back to it.
For math or word problems,
make sure to show all work as you
may be able to get partial credit
even if your answer isn’t correct.
Students view preparing
for these AP tests in all different
ways.
“Preparing for an AP test is a
long process, and in some ways, it
sucks,” junior Marcellus Freeman
said. “You have to read and commit to memory certain key terms
and overall remember everything
you learned in class.”
While some students consider these test preparations
arduous and stressful, some treat
it no differently than other assessments.
“I prepare for an AP test just
like any other test,” senior Justin
Grissett said. “I review all the info
and give extra time to the topics
I don’t remember as well. I also
make sure that I am well-rested
and I eat good breakfast. Since
I have two AP tests, I have to do
twice the preparation.”
Some people are completely
ready for tests but do a little extra
since it’s AP.
“I usually don’t need to prepare for tests,” said Kristen Miles,
another senior, “but since it’s an
AP test, I just go back and study
things I don’t remember well.”
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Mothers mean much, say sons, daughters
By Diamond Sims

O

nce a year there is
a special day, a day
that is dedicated to a specific
group of women who all have one
thing in common, children. These
women have been through the
ups and down motherhood and
have succeeded in building an
outstanding relationship with their
children.
Often putting their children before them and giving up hopes and
dreams to make sure that they have
the best life, Mothers are celebrated.
Mother’s Day is celebrated all
across the world, but founded in
the United States by a woman by
the name of Anna Jarvis in 1908.
It is rumored that in previous decades others had tried to establish a Mother’s Day, but failed.
On this special day, daughters and sons admire their mothers by pampering her. They buy
special gifts like, candy, jewelry,
flowers and cards just as a small
token of appreciation.
In special cases, Mother’s Day
is often associated with a special
woman who plays the role of an
absent mother or an extra mother.
Mother’s Day is more than just
a day for mothers, it is day for
women who have taken on the
role of being a mother, whether it
be biologically or voluntary.
Being a mother takes a very

special kind of person. It takes a
kind, loving, patient and willing
woman to be the best mother
that she can be. The daily task of
a mother is to provide nourishment and safety for their children.
A perfectionist is what mothers try to be because they have
to set the perfect example, even
though they are human and make
mistakes, too.
Mothers strive to give their
children opportunities in life that
they did not have when growing
up. They teach children right from
wrong, and make sure that they
stay on the right track.
The most difficult part about
being a mother is having to
discipline and use a technique
called “tough love.” It is never
in a mother’s nature to be harsh
towards her children and punish
them, but sometimes it is needed.
Children, especially teenagers, are still learning about life
and are going to make mistakes,
some worse than others, and it up
to mothers to help them isolate
the good from the bad.
Sometimes after a mother
punishes her child she tells them,
“I did it because I love you.” That
is often the truth.
Mothers go through many
obstacles when raising a child,
but the love they have and will
always have for their children
causes them to never give up.

Most have many positive
memories about their mother.
“I know that my mom is proud
of me when she smiles and says
she’s proud of me, or if she rewards me with something good,”
senior Hijrah Al-Nurridin said. “My
favorite tradition with my mom
is going to the nail shop and on
Mother’s Day; I’m going to cash
her out and take her to breakfast.”

Another wants to reward his
mother for a job well done.
“To make my mom’s life easier, I would get rich so she won’t
have to work again and can be
stress free,” senior Timothy Smith
said. “My mom is the happiest
when her house is clean. If I could
describe my mom in three words
it would be ‘The Greatest Ever,’
simply because she is the best

person in my eyes. She goes out
of her way to make sure I’m okay
and have made me the person I
am today. Nothing would be possible without her--and God.”
Another said her mom is perhaps the most important person

it takes to succeed. We always
joke around and hang out. He is,
overall, a good friend. ”
Other friends also say “he is
really helpful at any time, whether
it has to do with music or in any
class,” said Colby Johnson, a
sophomore also participates in
Glee Club.
“The True CW“ is his stage
name, and you can even look him
up on YouTube where you can
find some of his music showcas-

ing his talents. He announces
when he releases his music
through social networking sites
such as Instagram and Twitter.
“So go follow me on IG @
the_true_cw and on Twitter to
get that update on new release
dates,” Watkins said.
He stays motivated by thinking of the outcome of his hard
work, looking to the future for

what is to come and keeping busy
doing any and everything.
Watkins also keeps active
in school, making sure he stays
positive and goes about his life in
a productive way.
And he claims that if he does
make it in the music world, he will
come back to help all his fellow
Mustangs to do what he did to
succeed.

Please turn to page 12 for

SPECIAL
MOTHERS

SPOTLIGHT: WATKINS
continued from page 10

son said. “His grades stay at a certain point and never let them fall
below a non-passing average.”
The 10th grader understands
that whatever one’s interests
are, doing your best in school is
equally important.
“I still need my education
to make it to the next level,” he
said.
Watkin’s friends agree that
he’s a good person, too.
“As talented as he is,

he’s also a fun person to have
around,” said Malachi Henderson,
a fellow sophomore and athlete
who also takes part in Glee Club.
Although Watkin’s passion
lies in music, he knows when he
has to focus on his studies.
“When it comes to work,
then he’s buckled down, but when
it come to making music he is just
as creative,” Henderson added.
“He will not stop if something
gets tough. Chris will do whatever

Seniors ‘pop in, pop out’

APATHETIC SENIORS
continued from page 10

excuse to be lazy by with adding
a name on it to make it sound
more legit.
“I dread coming to school,”
Senior Kanisha Johnson said. “If
I never had to return I wouldn’t.
It isn’t so much the school, I just
don’t [rock] with my Senior Class.
I really can’t wait until I am in college and out of there.”
Looking ahead to long, fiveday weeks is tough to swallow for
some. The only holiday from now
until the end of the year is Memo-

rial Day on May 26.
“My senioritis kicks in mostly
on Mondays,” Hoover said. “I
would be okay for the rest of the
week, but every Monday I am just
in a funk. I used to like coming to
school but now it’s a bore.”
Senioritis isn’t only for uprising and or graduating seniors;
you can have a case of the
apathetic illness as a junior, or a
sophomore, even as an freshman.
It’s all just a state of mind that
anyone at any point can became

distracted with. Even though its
more common that seniors “catch
it,” it isn’t a disease that only
seniors can get.
“I think I have “junioritis,”
eleventh grader Tiffany Walker
said. “I’m not even a senior yet,
but I got the “itis” already.”
Having senioritis can result
in extreme laziness. Students to
find motivation and try to pay
attention so they can pass and
actually get to the graduation
check point.

DRESS ADVICE
continued from page 10

working with a reliable source and
know their work. Don’t just chose
anybody, because the Internet
can be very deceiving!”
But then you have those who
are willing to take that risk in getting their gown tailor-made and
strongly encourage other girls to
do the same.
“Getting your dress made
isn’t always bad,” senior Ne’Shea
George said. “Just prepare

yourself and start early and go to
someone you feel comfortable
and confident as to who will satisfy you. I feel that most people
should go for getting their dress
made because it’s up to you; you
can do whatever you want with
your dress, despite the fact of
what others going to say.”
Most have everything ready
for the dance, which will be held
16 days (and counting) from

today. In order to do it right, planning should have been finished
months ago.
“Prepare ahead of time,”
Shorter said. “As much as you
may think you have months to get
a dress, you don’t! It’s other stuff
that comes along with getting a
dress. The process is stressful and
it’s your responsibility to stay on
top of things, and no matter what,
stick with what you want!”

This was the very first year that the Counseling
Department has had a Pop In, Pop Out event in the
library last Friday. Counselor Meghann Dyer, who was the
coordinator for the event, said, “That Pop in, Pop Out is
a day for our seniors that allows them to ‘pop in’ and give
secondary school information on what colleges they are
attending and about their scholarships.” The seniors were
able to participate in the event during their lunch periods.
It started with the students walking in and getting a green
sheet of paper that tells them what website to go on so
they can complete the survey. Treats were served to those
who visited. (By Lashawn Lewis)
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Those who have served understand importance of Memorial Day
By Stephen Greene
and Maurice Jones

parades so it is very important.”
Our Loves are Sleeping” by Nella
important because it represents
While Waterloo, N.Y. was ofSFC Davis agreed, saying,
L. Sweet carried the dedication
all the people that served in all
ficially declared the birthplace of
“To The Ladies of the South who
the different services,” SFC James “It’s important that we show the
Memorial Day by President Lyndon
proper respect and courtesy to the Johnson in May 1966, it’s difficult
are Decorating the Graves of the
Buchanan said. “A lot of people
men and woman who have served
Confederate Dead.”
have died defending the country.
to prove conclusively the origins of
emorial Day is
and who are currently serving our
a important day
Being that so many have laid
This is a very important event for
the day. It is more likely that it had
country by just not only [having]
their life down for their country is
me, and every year we are in the
many separate beginnings; each of
where we should recognize the
barbecues,” he said, “but taking
something that Americans should
Memorial Day parade downtown
men and woman who served our
Please turn to page 13 for
appreciate on this day.
the time out to thank someone for
country and invited the freedoms
and in all these different comChart 7
MEMORIAL DAY
their service to our country.”
that we enjoy,” Sergeant FirstRevolutionary “For me,
Memorial Day is
munities--we help with different
4435
Class (SFC) Otha Davis said. “In
War
286,730
1775-1783
the military we have a saying,War
thatof 1812
1812-1815
Mexican
War
13,283
freedom isn’t free. Someone has
1846-1848
625,000
to pay for your right to enjoy Civil
yourWar
1861-1865
Spanish2,446
freedom here in the United States.”
American
War
World
War
I
116,516
Memorial Day, originally1898-1901
0
175000
350000
525000
700000
1917-1918
World War II
405,399
called Decoration Day, is a day
1941-1946
Korean War
36,574
Revolutionary War 1775-1783
of remembrance for those who
4,435
1950-1953
Vietnam
58,220
have died in our nation’s service.
Conflict
Although it seems many Ameri286,730
War of 1812 1812-1815
cans take observance of the importance of the national holiday
13,283
rather lightly, those who have
Mexican War 1846-1848
served their country don’t.
“Observing Memorial Day is
625,000
important because we need to conCivil War 1861-1865
tribute to those soldiers that have
2,446
fought to keep our freedoms and
Spanish-American War 1898-1901
keep the world free and paid the
ultimate sacrifice by giving their lives
116,516
for our country,” Colonel Michael
World War I 1917-1918
Casey said. “A lot of people like
Memorial Day because it is the time
405,399
to have picnics and the weather’s all
World War II 1941-1946
nice [and] people get together. But
I think people need to keep in mind
36,574
Korean War 1950-1953
that there is more to it than it being
just a day to have a picnic; [Americans] should [make] tribute to the
58,220
Vietnam Conflict 1964-1973
people that served our country.”
There are many stories as
to its actual beginnings, with
Of the ten principal wars that the U.S. has engaged in, the Civil War caused the
over two dozen cities and towns
most deaths among American military personnel. During the period between the
laying claim to being the birthRevolutionary War and the present, it was the Civil War that produced the most
place of Memorial Day. There
Army casualties on Omaha
American fatalities, when Union statistics and Confederate estimates are taken into
is also evidence that organized
Beach, 1944, during the
account. World War II was the first war in which there were more battle deaths than
women’s groups in the South
D-Day Invasion of Normandy,
deaths from other causes such as accidents, disease, and infections. (Source: American
were decorating graves before
France. (Photo source: Naval
War and Military Operations Casualties: Lists and Statistics; Federation of American
the end of the Civil War: a hymn
History & Heritage Command)
Scientists, 2010)
published in 1867, “Kneel Where

“M

American military combat deaths in ten principal wars

SPECIAL MOTHERS
continued from page 11

in the world.
“I love my mom because
she is my best friend, whenever
I need somebody to talk to or a
shoulder to lean on she is there,”
senior Jada Long said. “If nobody
else in the world got me she’s got
me. She’s my rock and I love her
more then anything in the entire
world,. If I could trade places with
my mom for a day, I would—just
to see what it’s like to have a
daughter like me because I’m a
bit much. I know if my mom could
do anything or go anywhere in
the world, she would love to go
somewhere far with her family
in Mexico or something like that
because we always talk about it.”
Some really understand the
importance of having a supportive mother.
“I appreciate everything my
mother does for me,” senior Ogi
Harvey said. “I can talk to her about
anything and she always gone be
there for me. Mothers really do
have eyes in the back of their heads
because they know you better than
anyone so basically you can’t keep
much from them. My mom’s favorite
memory of me was when I won an
award for most popular at this summer camp and I cried because I ain’t
know what was going on, and she
beat my behind.”
Senior Ashley Shorter had a
lot to be thankful for regarding
her mom.
“If I could get my mom

anything in the world for Mother’s
Day, it would be my love and
me doing good in life,” she said.
“There is no gift I could really think
of that would mean the world to
them. My mother is not too big on
material things when it comes to
Mother’s Day, so something simple
but meaningful will do.
“My favorite thing about my
mom is her honesty and maturity.
She had great parenting skills.
She wants to see me succeed and
I love that she gives her last if she
has to just for me to have the best
things in life. She’s honest enough
to let me know when I need up
and where I can improve things
within myself and she guides me
through life so great because
she’s been through a lot. Mostly
her wanting nothing but the best
for me and her love.
“Me and my mom love to go
grocery shopping together every
Sunday and do a little shopping
or hit the nail shop. It sounds a
little weird but those are the times
we bond the most and talk about
everything going on with us or
that happened the week before.”
Another senior is just happy
his mom brought him up right.
“I can thank my mom for
giving me life, taking care of me
and being a good mother,” senior
Deion Fields said.
Some admit having to rely on
their mother a lot.
“I can always count on my

mother all the time, no matter
what,” senior Charles Bournes
said. “She’s always there.”
But it can be that unconditional love that a mother provides
that is so appreciated.
“The most important things
a good mom should be is a provider, someone who cares when
nobody else does, someone one
who is supportive, is always willing to protect you, and just overall loves you no matter what,”
senior Oriana Hondras said, “and
my mom favors these things.”
Unfortunately, many of us neglect to let our mothers know that
we are thankful for all that they
do, but one senior said she makes
certain that she does.
“I show my mom appreciation by always saying thank you
when she does something for me,
senior Randi Crawford said, “and
I give her things to show that I appreciate what she does for me.”
Mother’s Day puts all of
the love and attention on one
person who really deserves it--your mom. Your mom deserves
recognition on this special day.
She carried you for nine months,
changed your nasty diapers, woke
up in her sleep because you were
crying, took care of you, nurtured
you and plenty more.
She deserves love and attention because of the sacrifices she
made, so do something special for
her on Mother’s Day, this Sunday.

Some seek special
car for prom night

Rolling up to prom in a Rolls Royce Phantom is one way
to get attention--if you’ve got the money. One local exotic
car provider charges $450 per hour. (Source: Chicago
Exotic Rentals)
By Byron Patterson

T

here are lots of details that prom attendees have
to consider: the dress, the hairstyle, a corsage, the
tuxedo, pre and post-prom activities, but perhaps the most
important of all is the decision on how to actually get to the
dance. Will it be a rental, a limousine, or mom’s minivan?
Students dream of taking either the fastest, nicest, or most
luxurious car that’s out there on their prom. It’s considered to be
one of the most expensive and most important elements in the
whole prom planning.
“I’ve been thinking of what car to take on my prom since
my freshman year,” said Dellan Whatley, a senior. “I’m a senior

Please turn to page 13 for RENTAL
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continued from page 12

now and I still don’t know what I
want to take, but it’s got to be decent so I can flex in it. I just know
that’s where most of my money is
going towards.”
Want a truly special car to pull
up in at the Planetarium? Chicago
Exotic & Luxury Car Rentals (chicagoexoticrentals.com) has an amazing assortment of high-end wheels.
If you want to drive a 2015
Corvette C7 Stingray, it’ll run you
$349 for the day, while a 2014 Mercedes S550 will set you back $499.
But if you have real money, you
can reserve a Rolls Royce Phantom,
with a driver, for $450 per hour.
Customers can visit big chains
such as Avis, Budget, Enterprise,
and Hertz for more budget-friendly luxury cars like Cadillac, Lincoln,
BMW, and Lexus. But bear in
mind that rental agencies typically
require the driver on the contract
to be at least 25 years old--unless
you get someone who trusts you
and will sign for you.
Some seniors are going with
the idea of being chauffeured in

style to prom. Being chauffeured
can be really expensive when
considering what car you want to
be taking in.
“I’m getting a ‘you can’t afford
this’ is what I would like to call it,”
said Turon Turner, a senior. “I’m
renting the car along with a chauffeur just because the car I want the
rental company won’t let me drive
it. Since there will be a chauffeur
I’m coming out my pocket with at
least $2,000. It’s a lot, but nothing
is too much for prom.”
There is away to save money
when choosing on what car to
take on prom. You can just always
take a car that’s in your family
already like some are doing.
“The car that I chose to take
on my prom is my father’s car,” said
Ayriel King, a senior. “I want the
car I’m taking to stay a surprise to
everybody until the day of prom.
We just recently purchased the car
sometime last week and it matches
my dress just flawlessly, which is a
main reason I chose to take it.”
Most of the seniors decided

to just to rent a car, some want to
just rent for the day and others are
keeping it for the whole weekend.
“I want to be able to keep the
car the whole weekend, so I can
drive it to the plans I have after
prom,” said Devon Jones, a senior.
“The car I rent has to go fast too,
that’s the only reason I’m not taking
a car in my family because their car
doesn’t go as fast as I want it to.”
A lot of people aren’t really
considering taking a limousine,
which is still a good option. That
idea saves money, but the least
expensive way to go is to take the
family car.
The prom car is more important than everything else to most
of the guys that’s going.
“I can’t wait to just sit in the
car my family rented me for prom
and just cruise all the way there,”
said Leston Campbell, a senior.
“That’s the only thing I really been
overly excited about because I
think my car will top everybody
else’s. I might have a little competition, but I highly doubt that I do.”

Wednesday, May 7, 2014
EMPEHI News

SPORTS

If prom is anything
like the movies...

Even with the tags still on, no store
is taking this dress back.

Probably should switch to buttonfly jeans from now on.

MEMORIAL DAY
continued from page 12

those towns and every planned or
spontaneous gathering of people
to honor the war dead in the 1860’s
tapped into the general human
need to honor our dead, each contributed honorably to the growing
movement that culminated in Gen.
Logan giving his official proclamation in 1868.
It is not important who was
the very first, what is important
is that Memorial Day was established. Memorial Day is not about

division. It is about reconciliation;
it is about coming together to
honor those who gave their all.
Memorial Day was officially
proclaimed on May 5, 1868 by
General John Logan, national
commander of the Grand Army
of the Republic, in his General
Order #11, and was first observed
on May 30, 1868, when flowers
were placed on the graves of
Union and Confederate soldiers
at Arlington National Cemetery.

The first state to officially recognize the holiday was New York in
1873. By 1890 it was recognized
by all of the northern states.
Memorial Day is much more
than a day out of school and
more people should care about it
because what if it was one of your
family members who died; you
would appreciate it if their death
was celebrated and not brushed
off. This national holiday is more
deserving of attention than it gets.

Mom wants to go to the big dance
with you? Ewww.

So, that was how they danced 30
years ago. I guess it’s better than
juking.

Yearbook distribution
is tentatively planned
for Thursday, May 29
during 8th period.
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Well, I guess just one peck
couldn’t hurt.

It’s kind of like the Cha-Cha Slide,
but not exactly.

Prom dresses that looked like
grandma’s nightgown were
considered stylish?

Carrie (1976)
It’s bad enough that
they have prom in
the school gym, but
dumping pig’s blood
all over the prom
queen: really big
mistake. Note to self:
Always have an exit
strategy.
Something About
Mary (1998)
For guys, this is your
nightmare come true,
and I’m not talking
about the shabby
brown tuxedo, frilly
shirt, and clown-like
bow tie. You’ll never
feel the same about
“franks and beans”
again.
Back to the Future
(1985)
Go back in time, try
to get your mother to
quit hitting on you, be
matchmaker for your
parents, then teach
1950’s rock-and-roll
legend Chuck Berry
how to play guitar at
prom. Who writes this
stuff?
Footloose (1984)
A small town bans
dancing until troublemaker Kevin Bacon
brings music to prom.
Where does all that
sparkly stuff come
from? Anyway, they
all, ahem, dance, to
painfully retro ‘80s
pop music, unless you
like that kind of thing.
Twilight (2008)
Proof that proms are
still important for
today's youths. Oh,
yeah, and for creatures of the night,
too. Where’s Vincent
Price when you need
him. Again, who
writes this stuff?
Not Another
Teen Movie (2001)
Emo geeks, dumb
jocks, party animals, a
girl-next-door, nerds,
etc., etc.; pretty much
every high school
stereotype is mocked
in this satire of every
“teen movie” (duh!).
Yep, prom is just like
something out of a
choreographed scene
from “Glee.” Just you
wait.
Pretty in Pink (1986)
Unique (think: not
typical, borderline
weird) girl who’s
not all that popular,
makes a big entrance
to prom supposedly
looking super glamorous; it’s every girl’s
dream night--that is
until you look at her
date and her dress (?)
Wow.
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Staying on track for graduation isn’t hard if you put your mind to it
By Stephen Green
and Kristen Miles

W

ho’s ready to finally
leave EMPEHI for
good? Well, likely every senior in
this school is, but how did they
do it? How did each of these
unique students stay on track?
The year is almost over and
graduation is coming up fast.
Senior Richard Chandler saw no
difficulty with staying on track for
graduation because of being a
Academic Center student.
“It really wasn’t that difficult since we was like one grade

above everybody else,” he said.
“I had D’s from up until freshmen
year, but then I had A’s, B’s, and
C’s sophomore year, and junior
year I had all A’s and a C but I
got D’s again senior year. I regret
not taking it seriously freshmen
year, because it is pretty much the
basis, and I know that now since
I’m going to college.”
After being in Academic
Center for two years and then
begin a whole other year as a
freshman, you just forget about
GPA and stuff like that until your
junior year, Chandler said.
“Like I said, I didn’t get my

straight A’s and one C until my
junior year,” he said. “It was kind
of like I was almost too late so I
barely made it over a 4.0 GPA. If
it wasn’t for my junior year, I probably would still be stuck in the 3.0
range.”
Advanced Placement (AP)
classes can be a big help for
students if they are not taking
International Baccalaureate (IB)
courses since they boost your
GPA significantly, and Chandler
has taken seven.
“As a freshman, you really
don’t have much to do anyways,
so I really don’t know why you

Get out and support this cause
By Maryah Person
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he month of May is
filled with wonderful
and Spring-tastic events. Prom
and graduation are one of the
main events of the month (duh!);
However, it is not the only one.
A particularly important
event to millions is also designated this month. Can you guess
what it is? Hint: I am a walk of
awareness and pink ribbons.
If you guessed the Breast
Cancer Awareness walks, you are
right! All across the U.S., a breast
cancer walks are organized.
The walk is symbolic to
all women and men of people
who are fully aware of the
cause and/or by people who
have been affected personally
or through others. All ages
have been recorded to attend
the annual walks. From the
strollers to the walkers, people
are walking for the cure. Every
walk, however, represents so
much in just the amount of
miles you walk. The money
raised from the entire walk, including registration and perks,
are all donated to the effort of
finding a cure.
Although there are walks
all around the U.S., there is one
held locally: The 15th annual
Beverly Breast Cancer Walk
(BBCW). This event is a 3-mile

walk held annually on Mother’s
Day (this Sunday!) through Beverly.
The walk benefits the Cancer
Center, the Comprehensive Breast
Health Center and the Mammography Department at Little Company of Mary Hospital allowing
them to provide state-of-the-art
treatment and services to breast
cancer patients and their families.
The walk starts at 8 a.m. on
Sunday at Ridge Park (9625 S.
Longwood Drive).
If you aren’t already signed
up, you still can: pre-registration
walk fee (includes t-shirt): adults:
$30, but those who are 18 and
younger pay only $15.
If you wait until Sunday, fees
go up to $40/$20. More details are
at beverlybreastcancerwalk.org.
Sometimes, however, it is
difficult for someone to support financially and physically a cause that
they do no know about. So here is a
pop quiz: What is breast cancer?
The correct answer is: “Breast
cancer is a type of cancer where
cells in the breast tissue divide
and grow at an abnormal rate. It
is a widespread and random disease, striking women and men of
all ages and races. It is the most
prevalent cancer in the world today, with about 1.3 million people
diagnosed annually.”
Question 2: What is the cure
for Breast cancer?
Answer: “The exact cause of

the disease is unknown, and
at this time, there is no cure.
But there is hope. Thanks to
heightened awareness, early
detection through screening,
improved treatment methods
and increased access to breast
health services, people have a
greater chance of survival than
ever before.”
Now that you are aware
the choice is now yours. Finding a cure for the disease is
imperative, simply because it’s
spreading amongst men and
women without a cure.
Becoming involved is
a great way to show your
support. You can fundraise in
many different ways. One of
the most exciting and eventful ways to show your support
is the walk! Any breast cancer
walk is not only a great way to
meet new people but a great
way receive a great exercise.
Walks around the country, such
as the Avon Breast Cancer
Walk (Washington, D.C.), the
Susan G. Komen Walk (various
locations, including Chicago),
and the Beverly Breast Cancer
Walk are all very popular.
Every year the walk organization board set goal for
themselves and always hopes
to reach over the goal. However it is not as much as they
would hope.

EDITORIAL: LONG DISTANCE
continued from page 2

the dating scene, and the other
partner is waiting for their long
lost love to come home, there will
never be success.
Second, you and you’re
partner need to understand that
dating isn’t something that you
simple do to past the time. You
truly and genially need to have
feelings for this other person.
You didn’t start going out just so
you can break-up. Circumstances
did indeed change, but that just
means you have to change with
them. You and your partner need
to learn to work things out no matter what. You can even start today.
For instance, if you and your
partner text and Facetime or
Skype, every day, cut down on
the amount of time you speech
to each other. Allow your partner
some space, because when you
all go off to college reality is you
aren’t going to be able to talk to

one another like you can now.
Lastly, long distance provides
good insight. You get to see who
you partner really is. Are they the
type that will do their own thing
and not worry about you as much,
or will the try to talk to you as
much as possible? You can test
the waters and see if you and
your partner are “meant to be.”
Although, those sharp feelings of neglect and loneliness will
indeed set in. This will in turn lead
to feelings of why. Why would I
put myself through all the stress?
Why would I put myself through
all the lonely nights that make me
question this very decision?
Experience has taught me
that life has it struggles no one
or thing is perfect. The sooner
one realizes that everything can’t
always be the way you would like
it the better. Life is way too short
to sit around and complain about

how hard it is to be with someone
a million miles away.
You have to work hard and
understand that college is a
stepping stone for your partner
you shouldn’t be upset that they
are going and chasing after their
dreams. It’s your job to support
them and remind them that no
matter how far they are, you are
with them 110 percent (statistically impossible, but you get what
I’m saying) of the way.
When you reach those endless lonely nights or you catch
yourself lashing out at your
partner because they decided
to “leave you,” remember that
this is just a step in the rest of
your life. If this individual is the
person you want to spend the
rest of your life with, then they are
worth those nights and fights. So
toughen up and enjoy the bumpy
but worth it ride.

would choose partying and stuff
over your school work,” he said.
“You should really be in your
books since senior year is so
much harder because your taking
your senior classes, your applying
for scholarships, and your also
applying for colleges. It felt like I
was in three different schools doing this stuff. Save yourself time
from working so hard.”
Some seniors are just trying
to keep it simple.
“Right now, all I have done
is keep my grades up and finish
out the year soon,” senior Charles
Bournes said. “Ever since 7th
grade, I stayed on top of my
grades, studied for tests, listened
in class, and tried to get help
from my teachers. In the long run,
it all paid off.”
Bournes tells freshmen that
they should not slack off at all
because freshman year is really
important.
“Some people say it’s not
important, but it really is because
it goes to your GPA still,” he said.
“A lot of people make that mistake by like slacking off freshman
year and not doing their work.
Keep staying in your books and
you’ll see the difference senior
year.”
Other 12th graders, like
Alexia Moore, had no trouble with
keeping her grades up through-

out high school.
“All I did was do all my
work,” she said. “Freshmen and
underclassmen next year just
need to not get into any trouble
and make sure they do all they
work. No fights or anything.”
Religion is very important to
staying on task in school, according to senior Yardayn Watkins.
“I pray everyday to Jesus
Christ and the Lord and savior
and Mighty God,” he said. “My
daddy died and it really set
me back a bit. Underclassmen
[should] join extracurricular activities, make a resume, and stay out
of trouble.”
Senior Chanel Booth also
just kept her grades up but there
were some hardships.
“I basically kept my grades
and came to all my classes,”
she said. “Since I was here since
7th grade, those administrative
changes were really unorganized
and not having a principal for a
couple of years really made me
lose focus.”
Even freshmen shouldn’t
slack off even when its just freshmen year.
“They should really stay on
track even though its just their
freshmen year,” she said. “Its still
gonna matter and add up toward
their GPA so they should stay on
track all four years.”

Students enjoy ‘Lunch with a Leader’
By Ashley Evans

L

unch with a Leader (LWL)
was held last month on
Thursday April 11 at the Apostolic
Church of God. Lunch with a Leader
is an annual youth program that give
students the opportunity to network
with business, entrepreneurial, and
community based leaders from
well-known companies such as BET,
McDonalds, and Pepsi along with
many others.
“It was definitely a learning experience,” junior Candace
Klyce said. “It made me realize
how many young African Ameri-

cans are doing big things. If they
can make it, I can make it too. My
leader gave me some insight on
how the workforce will be for my
career. He was definitely helpful.”
The program strives to
enhance networking skills, communication skills and leadership
skills. During interactive workshops, leaders share with youth
how education contributed to
their successes.
Librarian Kandice Morgan
has been invited for the past

Please turn to page 15 for
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Seniors: Don’t give up yet
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By James Jackson Jr.

enioritis (noun): A
crippling disease that
strikes high school seniors.
This illness can be deadly to
one’s grades, as the carrier becomes totally apathetic about
their grades, classes, homework etc. This results in many
“Zeros (0)” or failing grades
ultimately leading to the
drastic lowering of the grade in
the carrier’s classes.
Okay, many seniors are
tired and are ready to move
on to the next level of their
life. I can sympathize, being
at EMPEHI for six years in the
Academic Center program,
but does that give seniors the
right to stop doing homework,
put little-to-no-effort into assignments, become care- less
about living, not do our part in
group assignments, or irritate
those around us with our careless attitude and behavior?

The answer, in reality, is or
should be no, but of course,
we can’t see that because we
feel as if we have superiority
and right due to our upperclassman status.
Senioritis feels pretty good
for those who have succumbed
to it, but it doesn’t look good
to a college or your parents or
sound like a good excuse for a
drop (or plummet) in grades.
Being a senior makes you
feel like you’re on top; you think
that you don’t have to do anything, you say you’re grown,
you say you’ll be on your own
soon. But being a senior should
also make you feel like you
have bigger responsibilities that
have to be respected. You’re
about to be forced to become
independent, you’re going to
have to start all over again,
you’re going into the real world.
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POM TRYOUTS
continued from page 16

bonding. This is the most important part of tryouts because it
proves your level of dedication.
“Boot camp is an extended
tryout/practice for the new girls to
learn stand dances, improve stamina, strength, and it also encourages
the girls to perform in front of different crowds,” Capler said.
Based on previous years,
many girls cannot handle the boot
camp process. The team motivates
girls to be persistent and ambi-

tious. Coach Pollard consistently
emphasizes to the current team
the importance of dedication.
This summer, all pom members will have an opportunity to
participate in the UDA Dance
Camp at Eisenhower High School
in July. They will receive more
intensive dance training and be
able to compete against other
school dance teams.
There is always fear and
anxiety built up when going

through an audition. Many girls
work themselves up, due to the
pressure of cuts.
“I’m trying out for the pom
team because I love to dance and I
want to be a part of the MPHS pom
team reputation,” junior Jazmine
Bates said. “I can bring talent and
dedication to the team. I’m anxious
about tryouts because I really don’t
know what to expect.”
There will a panel of judges
that will consist of Coach Pollard,

HONORED

continued from page 16

team going to City Hall in the
morning, eating breakfast with
the mayor, sitting in the historical
chamber hall receiving an award,
and individually meeting the
mayor and taking pictures.
“It was a great experience
for me and the guys to get to
meet the mayor again,” senior
guard Torry Johnson said. “This
is our second time here, and
it’s even sweeter every time we
come; hopefully the guys after
us can come a lot more, too.
These guys have a great time
and they can go very far; they
can win multiple state championships with the talent that they
have and the greatest coach in
the world: Nick Irvin. He teaches
us a lot and he wants the best
for us off the court and on the
court, so there is no reason for

the future of players at Morgan
Park not to succeed as long as
Nick is the coach.”
After not being able to go
down to Springfield last week,
due to troubles from the bus
company, the team’s appearance
was rescheduled for yesterday.
During this trip, the team was
expected to be honored by the
governor and other government
officials for their achievement.
“It was kinda upsetting not
being able to go last week, because we had been prepared and
dressed for the occasion,” senior
forward Lamont Walker said.
With those seniors leaving
behind their legacy, the Mustangs
are now a team of underclassmen
who hope to be making a repeat.
The team will be loaded with
sophomores and juniors and just

one senior, but they are confident
in themselves.
“I was there two years and it
was good to get that experience
again at a young age,” sophomore phenomenon Charlie Moore
said. “I have two state championships, and I’m only a sophomore;
it makes me want to get two
more and submit my legacy. Our
seniors did a great job of leading
us to the title and it gives us a
taste of what it’s like. Now it’s my
turn to lead my team to two more
state titles and do the same for
school and future players who will
come to Morgan Park.”
Junior guard Alonzo Taylor
offered his own boast.
“The mayor better get
ready to meet the gods next
year,” he said, “because we will
be back.”

job coaching us on the fundamentals and advanced plays,”
Swope said. “I hope they keep it
up. They know what’s best for our
team.”
As far as playoffs, the girls
think they have a chance at making it there and winning if they
keep up their positive attitudes.

“Anything can happen,”
Carter said. “We just have to believe in ourselves and each other.
We have the talent and skills to
make it [to the playoffs]. We just
have to continue to maintain our
attitudes, stay focused, keep our
spirits up, and continue working
as a team.”

the previous captain, and POMS
(Parents of Motivated Students).
This panel looks for energy, confidence, flexibility, and uniqueness.
They will also hold an interview

process after cuts. This ensures
that the girls that are chosen are
stable academically and demonstrate the conduct that is becoming of the team standards.

Maybe it’s a little early for Lebron to get fitted for a third
ring. Even though the Heat has two NBA titles under their
belt, courtesy of The Big Three (James, Dwyane Wade and
Chris Bosh), the third one is not going to be the charm.
The Thunder is back in it, too, looking to erase the
memory of 2012’s thrashing at the hands of the Heat. The
firepower of their team, plus the hunger of wanting to get
back and show the world they can beat the Heat should
stretch the series to seven--Oklahoma in seven. Besides,
it’s time for Westbrook to win his title.

First
Round

Conference Conference
Semi-Finals Finals

NBA
Finals

TEAMWORK

continued from page 16

ate some offense. That was one
of our biggest problems [generating runs], and now we’re much
better at it.”
Players also feel as if their
coaches have a lot to do with tier
winnings as well.
“Our coaches [Mr. Adduci
and Mr. James] are doing a great

EDITORIAL: SENIORITIS
continued from page 2

Your high school fame that
you’ve carefully cultivated will
soon evaporate and become
meaningless beyond the confines
of MP--unless, of course, you really have senioritis and manage to
become a fifth-year senior!
Academic Center students
have been at Morgan Park for
what seems like forever. We have
all of our credits, plus more, so
many of us definitely feel like there
is no need to do a whole lot.

Such arguments may sound
good and all, but we made the
decision to be in the AC program so
we should keep up with our grades.
Worse yet, there are other
seniors who have been at MP for
four years and don’t have all of
their required credits, but they
still feel like it’s okay to slack off.
Everyone needs a minimum of 24
units, even though if you do all
your work each year, you should
graduate with at least 28 credits.

Many teachers work hard to
give us all an education and bring
us to the academic level we need
to be in order to be accepted
into college and be successful.
We shouldn’t be disrespectful to
those teachers who try so hard to
push us to be our best.
Our only job is to maintain
grades for a short years in our
long lives and gain as much
knowledge as we can. Say no to
senioritis.

LEADER LUNCH
continued from page 14

years by the founder Mr. Benny
Henry, whose children attended
Morgan Park. Students ranging
from freshmen to seniors.
“Lunch with a Leader was an
amazing experience where I met the
head producer for BET and learned
a lot about the industry,” senior Lydia Moore said. “The leaders gave us
words of wisdom and encouraged
us to further our education.”
The Support Group’s Lunch
with a Leader has reached over
1500 students across the Chicago
Public School system. Schools in-

clude Whitney Young, Hyde Park
Academy, Robeson, South Shore
International, Kenwood Academy,
Carver, Prosser, and more.
“It was a great learning
experience,” senior Maggie West
said. “They gave us motivation to
continue with our dreams.”
It’s an encouraging program
that allows students from all across
the Chicagoland area to gather
together to witness such a strong
program. You get to meet other
students and establish friendships
that could last a lifetime.

“I had a great experience
with Lunch with a Leader,” sophomore Christopher Watkins said.
“I felt as though what I learned
from all the speakers and leaders
was very influential. I learned so
much and they stressed the importance of staying in school and
remaining focus. My particular
leader Ken Buckner was great in
telling me about his life and how
he managed to be someone of
importance. It was very valuable
to know that there are leaders out
there who can help us.”

2014 NBA
Champions
(7 games)
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Baseball plans next step
to capture coveted titles
By Elijah McKinnis
and James Davison

E

xpectations for all
Morgan park athletics
are extremely high, and for the
baseball team, it’s no different.
After finishing last season with
an overall record of 26-5, placing
runner-up in the Public League
title game, and entering this year
as a top 75-ranked team in Illinois,
this team is expected to advance
deep in city and state play.
However, after failing to
complete their title run last year the
team is entering the midseason with
an overall record of 14-3 and looking forward to finishing the championship run they started a year ago.
Coach Ernest Radcliffe expects nothing but a championship
this time.
“[The Mustangs] are to win
and become city champs, the first
in MP history and be the first public league to win state,” he said.
The coach added that this team
is special because of their talent.
“Their strengths are their mental toughness, great defense, and
pitching,” Radcliffe said. “[They are
also] a tremendous offensive team
having great speed, complement-

ed by a great coaching staff.”
The offense is definitely there,
as evidenced by last Friday’s victory
over Jones College Prep, 20-8.
The coach’s only concern
comes with the potential scheduling conflict with the date of the
Final Four playoff game, held
the same date as the prom: May
23. Radcliffe is hoping to get the
game scheduled earlier in the day.
The Mustangs have gotten
off to an impressive start with all
three loses coming in non-conference games and beating parochial squad Brother Rice (a top 20
ranked team), 3-1, in the RailCats
High School Baseball Challenge at
U.S. Steel Yard in Gary, Ind. They
have built off that win losing only
one game since (as of Saturday).
MP is looked at by most people around the league as being a
relatively young team with depth
and a high-powered offense led
by a crop of seniors headlined by
shortstop Laver Reed and pitcher
Christian Lipscomb.
The Mustangs have faced
their fair share of adversity, from
the frigid temperatures threatening to delay the season opener,
compounded with the late spring
snow, and the transfer of one of
their key players (Rahmon Wil-

liams who now attends a Florida
high school), and the injury of
offensive catalyst senior lead-off
man and centerfielder James
Davison who went down late last
week with a severe ankle sprain.
Add all that to the way everyone from the team knows how the
season ended last year, has all left
this team more driven to finish off
their run, no matter what happens
and who stands in their way to
capture a city championship after
coming just one game short.
“We are extremely focused
right now,” senior captain and
shortstop Lavar Reed said. “We
just have to keep it up, we can’t
let the pressure get to us, we just
have to keep playing.”
Another player is motivated
to get the team some long-awaited recognition.
“We want to prove to
everyone that we deserve to be
champs, [and] we also want to
prove to ourselves,” teammate
Anthony Harden said.
It’s time to look ahead, according to another teammate.
“Forget last year, that is the
past we know what we can do,”
Kenyon Turner said. “We are ready
for any challenge and we will deliver a championship this year.”

With teamwork, softball
starts to put together wins

SPORTS

Pom plans to
rebuild ranks
By Shaina Thompson
and Ashley Shorter

S

hiny pom-pons, crazy facials and high energy: The pom
team has been known to provide a great performance for
years. Led by coach Darlene Pollard, she has managed to keep a wellrounded team who loves to dance. They are looking for new talent!
Going into a new season, the girls held their annual tryout
in early May. They are getting prepared early for the following
school year. Although they are losing a big portion of their team
after graduation, the captains and coach are planning big.
“We’re looking for seven girls to replace the seniors,” said
Chardae Capler, the new pom captain. “I’m sad to see that a lot of the
seniors are leaving. They were very helpful and like big sisters to me.”
During the upcoming tryouts, the girls will be put through
a whole judging process. They will be taught new choreography
and will be held accountable for making their own combination.
The judges are looking for girls who have a talent and passion for
dancing. This includes how well they adapt to new dances, ability
to take corrections, and their overall attitude.
“The most important thing about tryouts is dedication,”
Capler said. “My expectations for the new girls are for them to be
cooperative and achieve their goals related to dancing.”
Former captain Maryah Person has given a lot of advice to
the new team. She understands the struggles that pom faces
every year and wants them to improve over the summer.
“My best advice to my team is to never give up on each
other,” Person said. “Always push each other and never underestimate your potential.”
Once new girls are chosen after the official tryouts, the
process is not over. New girls will attend a long summer “boot
camp” which consists of conditioning, learning dances, and team

Please turn to page 15 for POM
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State champs celebrated
by City Hall, State Capitol

By Courtney Jones

T

he varsity softball
season started a few
weeks ago, and while the Lady
Mustangs are off to a rocky
start, they are slowly, but surely,
getting better as a team.
With a record of 2-9, we
have definitely seen better days for our girls softball
squad. Players agree that as
a team, anything can happen,
and that they are keeping a
positive attitude.
“We started to work together as a team,” captain and
senior Daja Carter said, “and we
kept our heads up in the game
even when we were down by
more than a few runs. I love my
team. This is Maya and my first
year as captains, and it’s our job
to hold the team together and
lead them by example. They
started following our lead, and
now we’re winning.”
Players feel that there
could be better teamwork
in order to win, but there
were also some matters that
couldn’t be controlled that
they felt contributed to their
losses, as well.
“I think the weather had a
lot to do with it, too, because of
the bad weather, such as rain,
[so] we couldn’t practice outside,” senior Kayla Swope said.
“You can’t practice softball on a
muddy field. We were at a disadvantage because we ended

Batter Janelle Withers takes a cut at a pitch during the Lady
Mustangs’ victory over Kelly High School, 9-6.
up having to practice in the gym,
which isn’t the same as the field at
all. We never practiced as much as
we wanted and needed to.”
Coach James Adduci feels
as if the team is making major
improvements from the beginning
of the season until now, even with
the inconsistencies.
“The season is mixed right
now,” he said. “We started out
slowly, but we’re coming on
stronger. We’re building on our
successes. We need to get more
confidence in ourselves with
putting a whole game together,
you know, working on pitching,
defense, and offense. I hope to
see continued growth.”
The girls have won their last
two games in a row (as of Saturday). Players feel as though the
winnings came from something

inside of them, rather than
their skill of playing.
“I think our attitudes
changed after a while,” James
said. “We were honestly tired
of losing and people telling us
that we suck, so we stepped it
up. We stopped beating ourselves and each other up when
we made a bad play or didn’t
catch the ball. We learned to
shake it off and make the next
play count.”
Coach Adduci feels as
though the skills contributed
to their winnings.
“We just started to hit a
little bit more [in the last two
games],” he said. “We started
to score some runs and gener-
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Mustang Josh Cunningham gives Mayor Rahm Emanuel a
celebratory state title t-shirt during a City Council meeting
where the team was honored for their repeat victory.
Alan Cail
and Robin Kennedy

T

he two-time basketball
state champion
Mustangs visited Mayor Rahm
Emanuel last month at City Hall
as a reward for winning the IHSA
Class 3A state championship
earlier this spring.
“It was a great experience for
our team,” Coach Nick Irvin said.
“This is the second time we’ve
been here in two years, and it’s
just an amazing feeling. It was
good for the players to meet the
mayor again.”
The Mustangs who enjoyed a
26-4 record, made it to the Peoria
Civic Center to win their second
state title in two years.

Six seniors helped to lead the
way: Josh Cunningham, Lamont
Walker, Torry Johnson, Markus
Johnson, Mannie Robinson, and
Dellan Whatley. They have been
together for four years.
“I enjoyed my time here at
City Hall with my teammates to
meet the mayor,” Cunningham
said. “These guys are like my
brothers, because they are who
I’m with everyday. If I could go
back and change anything, I
wouldn’t change the four-year
ride I had here with these guys,
because it was a great run and
it got me two state championships.”
The visit consisted of the
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