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Hobson headlines Career Day visit
Chicago-born Business woman and Dreamworks studio chairperson
Mellody Hobson discusses success at packed assembly

Financial and investment expert Mellody Hobson fields questions from student “talk show” hosts
Kerry Jones and Kyilah Terry during last month’s Career Day, which featured special guests from
many different fields. Students filled Blackwelder Hall, the school auditorium, during the third
period event, followed by classroom visitations. (Photo by Timia Strickland)

Lashawn Lewis
and Danielle Washington

M

organ Park hosted its
annual Career Day to
increase student awareness of the
nearly endless possibilities on how
to be successful in life by doing
what they have a passion for.
Newly-appointed post-secondary director Nicole Brown, formerly the chairperson of the Math
Department, coordinated the
special event which featured 13
different professionals from many
fields, plus student “talk show”
hosts who conducted an interview of financial and investment
expert/TV commentator Mellody
Hobson during an assembly that
filled what appeared to be every
seat in Blackwelder Hall.
Senior Kristina Echols, who
filled the role of Master of Ceremony,” introduced the guests,
including 19th Ward Alderman
Matt O’Shea who helped to initiate the program.
“I ask all of you today, while
you listen to these beautiful people, to keep one thing in mind,”
O’Shea implored, “How did they
become successful?”
After the JROTC Color Guard

opened the event by the posting of the flags and the “Star
Spangled Banner” was performed
by the Concert Chorale, Echols
introduced the varied guests: Pastor Torrey Barrett (KLEO Community Family Center), Jason Burns
(Mettle Fitness), Illinois State
Representative Monique Davis,
Gary Gardner (Principal Financial Group), Amy Kelly (adjunct
math instructor at South Suburban College), Dr. David Maclin
(dentist), Jamenda McCoy (Belle
Up Boutique), Derrius Quarles
(Million Dollar Scholar), Phaedra
Riley (product manager at Jones
Lang LaSalle), Heather Robinson
(executive director of the Beverly
Arts Center), Dr. Corie Rowe (dentist), Amanda Williams (adjunct
professor of Architecture at Illinois
Institute of Technology), and Dave
Walker (Walk Studio).
After the third period assembly, most of the Career Day
guests went on to pre-selected
fourth period classes, discussing
their work and how they reached
their achievements.
One particular guest received special attention: Mel-
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Homecoming week
New assistant principal
event planning finalized adds military mentality
By Nia Johnson
and Brittani Shade

T

INSIDE

he Student Council is
hosting what is perhaps
the most widely-anticipated event
of year, featuring themed spirit
days, a pep rally, and a school
dance--all part of the annual
football homecoming celebration.
A calendar of event has
already been issued, and ticket
sales for the homecoming dance
are already available for purchase.
In fact, there is a special pricing
package for those who purchase
their dance ticket by today: students can purchase a dance ticket
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Letterman Club
to be reborn. P2

for $25, and they will get a pep
rally ticket (valued at $3, and are
in very limited quantities) for free.
Regular ticket sales will continue
through October 15, or while supplies last.
Spirit Week (Oct. 14-17),
which is shortened by a day due
to the Columbus Day Holiday,
will hold the following: Twin Day
(Tuesday), when pairs of students
can dress like twins in identical clothing; Class Color Day
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By Anfernee Robinson
and Christopher Parker

A

fter the departure
of one of the two
assistant principals late this past
summer, the principal quickly
hired a former member of the
U.S. Armed Forces and official
from a local military school.
Dr. Carolyn Epps hired
Edward Rosa to fill the assistant principal position vacated
in late August after Dr. Mark
Simmons resigned as part of a
move to a new job in Texas.
Although Dr. Epps
needed to find a qualified
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CPS delays graduation
dates for seniors and
8th graders. P3

administrator fast, she appears
to have had Rosa in mind in case
the need arose.
“Two years ago I met with Dr.
Epps, and I guess I made a great
impression on her,” the new assistant principal said. “I live in the
area, so I support the school.”
Rosa had been Dean of Attendance at another Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) high school, Chicago
Military Academy at Bronzeville, for
the previous eight years.
Being a dean at a military

Please turn to page 3 for
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Assistant principal Edward
Rosa speaks to seniors
during a meeting last
Thursday afternoon. (Photo
by Shaquira Williams)

Features »

Sports »

Sleep experts say
school opening should
be delayed. P9

Highly-touted player
ready to fill role on
basketball squad. P12

02

Wednesday, October 1, 2014
EMPEHI News

SCHOOL NEWS

OPINION

FEATURES

REVIEWS

SPORTS

Letterman Club will offer way to show school pride
By Brittani Shade

I

f you’ve watched any
old or new movies that
involved popular athletes
basking in their glory with their
school-emblazoned varsity
jackets on, you’ve probably
wondered why the hype
was real when it came to
those special jackets.
These outer garments,
known commonly as letterman jackets, are worn by
varsity athletes. They are
awarded to them as a representation of their athletic
achievements for whatever
sport they participated in
during their high school or college career.
These jackets feature the
school’s colors, insignia, and personalized embroidery. They represent school and team pride, as
well as to display personal awards
earned in athletics, academics or
activities.
Local School Council (LSC)
parent representative Tammy Rutledge initiated the move to revive a
Letterman Club nearly a year ago,
developing a lengthy proposal that
specifies the requirements for membership to the organization.
Rutledge first worked with
assistant principal Dr. Mark Simmons, but with his departure,
has now begun to finalize the
planning with the new assistant
principal, Edward Rosa.
Dating back nearly 100 years
to the extremely early years of
MP, there has been a club called
the “Emblem Club.” According
to some research accomplished

A mock-up of the Morgan
Park High School letterman
jacket proposed for the new
Letterman Club organization.
by examining EMPEHI yearbooks
from the 1920s, both boys and
girls joined to “promote clean
athletics, fine sportsmanship, and
a high scholastic standing” for
those special athletes.
“The Emblem Club sounds
like it’s leading towards what we’re
having now, which is the Letterman Club,” Rosa acknowledged.
But being that it will be a
formal, school-based organization,
adult sponsorship is needed. With
this once long-standing tradition
making a comeback, it could really
show people how hard the Mustangs work school and sports wise.
“Currently, we’re seeking volunteers to participate,” Rosa said.
“We are trying to get two to three
representatives of each team, a
junior and a senior, to be [in] our
Emblem/Letterman Club.”

Morgan Park High School
1744 West Pryor Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60643
Dr. Carolyn D. Epps, Principal
Mr. Edward Rosa, Assistant Principal
Mrs. Gail Tennial, Assistant Principal
EMPEHI News is a student publication of Morgan
Park High School whose goal is to inform the student
body as to school news, as well as local, national,
and world issues. The views expressed in the editorials are not necessarily those of Morgan Park
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commentaries are those only of the writers.
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Letterman jackets may be
recognized as a reward for those
hard working athletes, but others
can show their Green-and-White
pride and be a part of a rich
legacy at Morgan Park.
“We decided that the
letterman jackets will be
available to everyone, athletes and non-athletes, and
anyone who is a fan of Morgan Park,” Rosa said. “The
only big distinctions will
be the letters worn [since]
varsity gets the big letters,
junior varsity gets the small
letters, and the traditional
pins representing the sports
you’ve played.”
Although the price hasn’t
yet been finalized for the jackets,
it appears, based on a series of
emails between prospective suppliers, the Rosa has been seeking
the most cost-effective model, as
well as attempting to secure a
local distributor.
Initially, Rosa had contacted
Stewart & Strauss’ online JacketShop.com for an order between
12-23 jackets. The green wool
shell, genuine cow hide white
leather sleeves, and orange
banding around the collar,
sleeves, and elastic beltline was
quoted at $229 each--a savings of
$280, according to an email reply
by the company.
In an effort to help the
community, a local company,
Beverly Sports Apparel,Inc.
(12714 S. Western Ave.), was
sought for a comparable price
quote. However, a representative
replied, stating, “If it is a good
quality jacket, you are getting a

By Danielle Washington
and Timia Stickland

C

ounselor Dr. Rita
Williams started a new
position at Morgan Park to help
students with reach their success
goals and be about the business
of school.
Dr. Williams had been a
college and career counselor,
but now is the Social Emotional
Learning (SEL) coordinator. Her
directive is to help students become successful in achieving their
goals, as well as any issues they
may be enduring.
“We want students to effectively communicate with other
students, to cut down the fights,
cut down the arguments and to
get along,” she said.
In an email to the staff, dated
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Letterman jackets’ long history
According to buildyourjacket.
com, the early traces of varsity
jackets began way back in 1865

at Harvard University. The school’s
baseball team added the letter
“H” to the front chest of a flannel shirt. Harvard’s football team
started using the letter “H” about
10 years later.
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Senior
Board
news
By Taylor Stamps and George Palmer Jr.
Seniors were informed earlier last month
that the graduation ceremony will be pushed
back to Monday June 8th at night, which
is a couple of days later than when it was
originally planned, due to CPS policy.
Also we are deciding on new ideas to come
up with for the annual senior luncheon,
because, last year, there were not a lot
of seniors that showed up for the special
event which was held on the Spirit of Chicago cruise ship.
Lastly, we discussed a possible senior
class trip to Six Flags Great America in
Gurnee, Illinois, on the night of graduation. The trip will be $50 per senior and
will be organized by senior parents--this
will not be a school-sponsored event. If your
parent is interested in volunteering, please
inform the Senior Class sponsor, Ms. Katrina
Richard, in Room 231.

New position to aide with social, emotional issues
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very good price for what you want
on the jacket. We sell a very good
quality jacket and for everything
that you wanted on your jacket,
we can not [sic] match the price
that they quoted you.”

Dr. Rita Williams, Social
Emotional Learning
coordinator

Sept. 18, Dr. Williams explained
her role and how she plans to
help students.
“(SEL} will be utilized as a
tool to prevent and/or reduce
harmful behaviors that interrupt
the learning process. The goal
is to develop students’ social
and emotional skills,” she wrote.
“There are individual and group
sessions available. A few of the
topics that will be highlighted
are restorative justice, violence,
teen dating, peer pressure and
sexuality.”
Dr. Williams expects to help
in bringing order to the classroom
and the school environment.
She helps develop positive and
healthy relationships. Not only
does she help students in her office, she always tries to influence
students around the building.
“We are trying to cut the
number of tardies for first period,” Williams said. “I have been
charged to keep control of the
lunchroom, but also, at the same
time, I’m talking to those students
to see why they’re late. What
are the issues? Do [they] realize
how important it is to be in class?
Especially for juniors, this is their
most important year; they need
to be here [in class]. Senior year
is too late; colleges don’t look
at your senior year, they look at
junior year.”
Students tend to get sidetracked during the long school
year and forget the most important things that come with being

a student like being successful, but with Dr. Williams help,
students should be able to stay
on track.
“I have started seeing the
children...and they don’t just
come in because they have issues
or a problem, there are some who
come in that I have known since
working in the Counseling Office
that might want to tell me that
they made the pom-pom squad
or that there was a new addition
to their family,” she said, “basically just to talk about the dynamics,
positive or negative changes in
their life.”
Students appear to trust Dr.
Williams and they confide in her.
“The most important thing
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Tiny calendar revision causes
big change for 2015 graduates
By Nandi Brantley

C

hange. It’s something you can count on in life
and in the Chicago Public Schools (CPS). The
latest change comes in the form of the dates for when
senior and 8th grade graduations can be held.
Thanks to a CPS revision requiring high schools to hold
ceremonies no earlier than Monday, June 8, 2015, MP’s
Senior Class will have to wait almost two days longer to put
on their cap and gown. School officials had already set the
date for Saturday morning on June 6, but altered the plan
to abide by the board’s mandate. It appears that the 8th
grade graduation will have to be delayed even longer.
A revised 2014-15 CPS calendar was issued on
September 11, with one small change in tiny print at the
bottom of the lengthy list of holidays and vacations, report
card distributions, professional development days, and
graduation dates.
“GRADUATION DATES— High school graduation
ceremonies cannot be held prior to June 8, 2015,” the
CPS calendar states. “Elementary graduations ceremonies
cannot be held prior to [Thursday,] June 11, 2015.”
Although it appears that all other dates for events
remain the same, including the last day of school (Tuesday,
June 16), the 2014-15 CPS calendar that was released
back in late winter, stated that “Elementary and High
School graduations cannot be held prior to June 1, 2015.”
Some students do have a problem with the idea of
graduating on a Monday at 7 p.m.
“I feel like it is unreasonable because it’s a weekday, and we won’t be able to have fun afterwards like

we should be able to,”
senior Jeremiah Johnson
said. “I think it will cause
conflicts within families
because most families
have complications with
younger
children
who tend
to be
tired at
night.”
Traditionally, the
ceremony, held at House of
Hope church, began promptly at 10 a.m.
Another senior is also concerned with the evening
graduation and the conflicts it may pose to some.
“Seven p.m. is too late in the day and it ruins the fun
for us, because it is on a boring Monday,” senior Andrea
Davis said. “When you graduate, you should feel excited
the whole day not tired and ready to go to bed soon as
you walk off stage, because you stayed up all day waiting
on graduation to come at 7 o’clock at night which is late,”
she said. “Also, with it being at 7 o’clock at night now, no
one has thought about those who parents that might just
work past 7 p.m. or gets off at 7 p.m.”
The administration did consider all options for when
to reschedule the special event, including having it on the
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following Saturday
morning, June 13. However,
this would have likely led to even more issues, according to assistant principal Gail Tennial, such as
requiring senior attendance through that additional week
and delaying senior final exams until after prom.
Happily, there are those who look on the positive side
of change, including senior Braylyn Brown.
“I don’t really feel it’s a bad idea [to have graduation
on a Monday,] because, back in the day, they used to have
night graduations during the week,” she said, “so I feel we
are bringing back a tradition! So I feel it’s different.”

Shade

			Dorianne Thomas

school shouldn’t be surprising,
as Rosa had nearly 10 years of
active duty in the U.S. Air Force’s
Civil Engineers Squadron, serving
tours in Korea and Operation
Desert Focus Saudi Arabia.
Although the military school,
the oldest such school in Chicago, has a much smaller student
population of 395, the move has
been seamless.
“My transition from my previous school to Morgan Park has
been phenomenal,” he said.
Rosa only has positive feelings about the school.
“I love it here at Morgan
Park,” he said. “I love the kids;
they remind me of all my AYSO
[American Youth Soccer Organization] kids at the Dan Ryan Woods
that I’ve been working with for...
about 10 years. They remind me
of all my kids from Bronzeville
Military Academy. The kids are
my focus, the staff is extremely
exciting, the security staff is
hardworking, the coaching staffs
are phenomenal, the teachers are
amazing, the community is amazing, I can go on and on about all
the things that I really like here.”
Rosa’s philosophy, when he’s
not quoting legendary Green Bay
Packers head coach VInce Lombardi, is “To bring out the best in
every position.”
Faculty members are excited
about the new assistant principal
and the new things that he has to

offer.
“I
am very
pleased
with him,”
security guard
Marcus
Muhammed
said. “He
is a very
Assistant principal
humble
Edward Rosa in
man, he’s
an undated photo
a very wise when he served in
man, and
the US Air Force.
he’s a very (LinkedIn)
concerned
man about the well being of the
students, of the staff, and security.”
Rosa has resided in various
places in the U.S., being born and
raised mostly in New York, and
later attended southern Florida’s
Miami Beach Senior High School.
His best memories as from
his youth include the time his
grandmother made a suit from
scratch for him and when he
break danced.
Although many were surprised by the abrupt departure
of Dr. Simmons, students are also
excited about the new assistant
principal; they feel this was one of
the best changes the school has
made in a long time.
“He is extremely active with
the sports teams--he really supports them--especially the football
team,” senior Christion Barnes said.

SOCIAL, EMOTIONAL HELP
continued from page 2

to do when the students come
to the SEL room is to just listen,”
she said. “I really don’t give out
a lot of advice, I really just repeat
back what they say so that they
can just think about how they can
change it.”
Dr. Williams helps students
as a whole; she makes students
think about what they have to do

to get to where they want to be
in life. She doesn’t tell a student
what to do; she makes them think
about what is best for them in the
future.
“A counselor’s job is not to
say ‘do this, do that;’ a counselors
role is to get you to understand
what you should do to better your
self,” Williams said.
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Officials against guests
attending homecoming dance
By Karrington Taylor

D

espite student desire
to invite guests from
outside of Morgan Park High School
for this month’s homecoming dance,
officials have denied the request
citing safety concerns.
Students initiated the request
through the Student Council Executive Board, who then met with
the administration on September
25 after school around 3:30 p.m.
to discuss the issue of admitting
visitors to attend the homecoming dance.
“Dr. Epps [the principal] does
not like the idea of guests, to put
it frankly,” Student Council President Donald Harvey said. “She
gave me a no.”
Harvey went on to explain
that the principal’s primary reason
is to keep students free from possible dangers.
“It’s really a matter of safety,”
he said, “because [Dr. Epps]
said you can’t guarantee that
everybody’s guests’ behavior is
as good as we are, and a lot of
people say they think we can
have fun by ourselves, we don’t

need anyone, really.”
The Student Council is
hosting a “Vintage Hollywood,”
“Black and White” homecoming
at the Sabre Room in Hickory Hills
on Friday night, October 17, 7 to
11 p.m.
The last homecoming that
allowed visitors was in 2011. A
fight broke out between a guest
and an MP student, disrupting the
celebratory event.
“From that moment, administration shut it down,” Student
Council sponsor and dance coordinator Kandace Morgan said.
“I think even now with all the
violence going on in Chicago that
it’s just a safety concern, and our
main and best interest is to keep
our students safe.”
President Harvey acknowledges concerns, but believes
things are better now than they
were then.
“Judging from past events, it
can be a bit risky,” he said, “but I
feel that our school is moving into
a new era of students. We have
much more controlled behavior,
so we’ll have less accidents. I am
personally pro-guest.”
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REVIVED LETTERMAN CLUB
continued from page 2

For the next 25 years or
so the only person that was
allowed to wear the letter on
their jersey was the team’s
captain. Then the school began to award jerseys with the
letter “H” on them to players
that made important plays
or participated in significant
games.
Since then, the popularity
of varsity jackets has steadily
grown to the current time.
Some students look forward to the revival.
“I feel like bringing back

the jackets is a way of bringing
back the old MP tradition,” senior
baseball player Larry Warr said.
The letterman jacket isn’t
only worn by baseball players, but
also athletes on other outstanding
athletic teams such as the swim
team, wrestling team, basketball
team, and the very popular football team.
“I feel like they are bringing
tradition back to Morgan Park
with the letterman jackets, and
I think that it is a great thing to
do,” starting senior linebacker
Anfernee Robinson said. “For

the athletes, it will show the
achievements we gained in
the sports we participate in,
and it also shows everyone our
school spirit and dedication.”
Some students believe
that the club is beneficial, but
may add on to the lengthy
debt list that many have accumulated.
“I don’t know if we should
have this club,” junior swimmer
Ericka Wnek said. “My debt is
over $200 from sports fees and
school fees. I just don’t see it
keeping up.”

Passing period reduced
By Kennedy Wash
and Jazmine Bates

T

he administration
reduced passing
periods by one minute to
accommodate the new daily
schedule that includes a
weekly division period.

After nearly a year and a half
without having a division period,
a majority of teachers voted during a special election to reinstate
one to be held once a week, in an
effort to provide a block of time
for students to receive news and
get other important information.
Additional changes included

that all passing or “transition”
periods which were five minutes long had to be reduced to
four. Typically, passing periods
had been four minutes long.
Unfortunately, even with

to pull out their best clothes and
get to feel good about themselves. The ladies love to find new
dresses and shoes and get their
nails, hair, and makeup done; the
gentlemen like to get nice hair
cuts and look like men, too.”
Attire is very important when
it comes to any dance, formal or
non-formal. Most people have the
fear of over or under dressing and
having the same outfit as their
peers. But with today’s fashion
sense, a dress code must strictly
be enforced.
“I think they were fine, [as far
as the] attire I was disappointed
that my young men didn’t adhere
to the dress code in terms of

shoes cause I hate turning people
away,”Student Council coordinator and librarian Kandice Morgan
said. “But other than that I think
the young kids look very nice and
they have a good time that’s all
we could ask for.”
Homecoming week is the
most exciting time of the year.
For seniors, it’s their last
dance of their high school year
aside from prom. For new freshmen, it’ll be their first high school
dance, and it will definitely leave
an impression on them.
“I’m excited about the
dance,” freshman Sayeed Ghazzali said. “I think it’ll be a lot of
fun since it’s my first one ever.”

Please turn to page 5 for
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(Wednesday), when seniors wear
red, juniors blue, sophomores
brown/tan, freshmen black, 8th
graders gray, and 7th graders
yellow/gold; School Spirit Day
(Thursday), when all Mustangs
are expected to wear green and
white (and some orange is okay);
and Wacky Tacky Day (Friday),
when students can dress in unmatched and tacky outfits.
Homecoming court voting
will take place on that Thursday
and Friday.
The pep rally, hosted by Hot
Rod of Power 92, will be held
on that Thursday, the day of the
homecoming game, during 7th
and 8th period.
The game will be at Gately
Stadium on Thursday, October 16
at 7 p.m. The Mighty Mustangs
(2-3) will play against Hubbard
High School. The Greyhounds are
2-3 and just came off a big win
over Harlan, 45-12.
When MP played Hubbard
during the 2013-14 regular season, the Greyhounds won, 32-25.
However, in 2012, the Mustangs
played Hubbard for homecoming, taking a come-from-behind
victory, 32-27.
Historically speaking, the
Mustangs have dominated their
opponents on homecoming. Over
the last 13 years, the Mustangs
have only lost one homecoming
game, which came against Simeon
in 2008. Last year, the Mustangs
crushed the Orr Spartans, 56-0.
The homecoming dance
will be held at the Sabre Room
(8900 W 95th St., Hickory Hills) on
Friday, Oct. 17 at 7 p.m., as it has
been there for the past four years.
It’s a nice, big room, but watch
out for the bouncing dance floor
(you’ll see what we mean if you
attend).
Many had been wondering
what the theme would be for the
dance. In the past, the homecoming dance has been an event to

attend with the previous themes
being: “Diamonds In The Rough,”
in 2011, “A Night To Remember,” in 2012 and “Take Back The
Night,” in 2013. This year’s theme
is “Vintage Hollywood,” which
suggests glamour and sparkle,
with black, white, and red colors.
“I’m really looking forward to
the theme, it helps me get prepared for the event itself,” senior
Shaquira Williams said.
Student Council had given
the student body a chance to
suggest and vote on this year’s
theme. With many suggestions,
the Student Council members
narrowed them down, and, before
the announcement, offered just

hints as to what it would be.
“I can’t say the theme yet
LOL!” said senior and Student
Council member Devonte West,
a week before the theme was officially announced. “But I will say
that we have a lot of cool vintage
ideas, giving [homecoming] a different feel. Just be prepared for
something amazing!”
The “Vintage Hollywood”
theme should please those who
were hoping for something
special.
“I think the dance should stay
formal, no matter what,” senior
and Student Council member
member La’Rie Strong said. “Not
often do students have a reason

SPIRIT WEEK, OCTOBER 14-17
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Day

homecoming
dance

Thursday:

Tuesday:
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spirit
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Friday:

wacky tacky
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Many obstacles contributed to programming issues
By Deont’e Taylor
and Stephen Green

S

chool officials
are finishing up
programming for students after a
hectic first two weeks of school.
At the beginning of this
school year, many students had
their schedule revised because
of multiple technical difficulties.
Contributing factors vary, including the fact that Morgan Park
hosts many specialized programs,
including the International Baccalaureate Diploma Program, the
World Language and International
Studies, an Advanced Placement
program, and the Academic Center program, all of which demand
special student “tracks” and
grouping be taken into account.
Another issue was caused
by the late registration by some
students’ parents over the summer and that led to about 100
students not having a schedule,

and programmers were not able
to put them in the system by the
school opening after Labor Day.
“I feel that this year programming is much better than it
was last year,” assistant principal
Gail Tennial said. “Morgan Park,
historically, has had some parents
register late, and that is probably
because parents have so many
choices in terms of where they
are going to send their child. For
many of them, it doesn’t pan out
where they are able to actually
get their child into the school of
their choice. Morgan Park may be
their neighborhood school and
they are registering late.”
To decrease the amount
of late registration, counselors
visited the neighborhood schools
and registered students through
that process, but many of the
parents at those schools do not
attend because they are so sure
that their child is going to get into
the school of their choice.
Other problems stemmed

from newly-mandatory courses.
For decades, Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) has sought and
received state waivers on the
daily physical education requirements for high school juniors and
seniors, but no longer.
“The biggest changes to
students schedule this year was
physical education, JROTC, and
anatomy and physiology,” Tennial
said. “Our physical education
courses are filled to the capacity,
and one of the reasons they are
filled is because the Chicago Public Schools lost their waiver that
allowed our students to graduate
with only two years of physical
education instead of four. If we
can’t put all of our students into
physical education, the only other
courses they can take are JROTC
or anatomy and physiology.”
If students play a fall sport
and a spring sport, the student
can avoid PE and take anatomy
instead if they want to, if they
haven’t taken that class yet.

Dress code specified
By Raven Smith
and Devonte West

S

ome students have
been wondering
what the dress code at the
school is, due to the way
many of their peers have been
dressing.
One student feels that
the dress code that has been
enforced since the first week
of school is appropriate.
“People will respect you
more, and they won’t get
distracted in class by looking at
you,” junior Kamari Moore said.

Many have different views on
the student dress code, but some
are in agreement.
“I like it because it is the appropriate clothing for students to
wear,” senior Cierra McGary said.
“The dress code is not to revealing. As a young lady, I appreciate
the dress code.”
The dress code found in the
student handbook on pages 5
and 6 in the 2014-15 Parent/Student Handbook clearly states the
student rules:
• Skirts, shorts, and dresses
should be an appropriate
length.
• Shirts and tops must cover

chest and midriff areas.
Tank, tube, spaghetti strip,
cropped midriff, cutout,
one sleeve, see through
tops, and shirts that fall off
the shoulders are not permitted. Shirts should not
have any vulgar messages
or display inappropriate
symbols.
• Students who wear
ripped jeans must have
leggings on underneath
and the rips should show
minimal skin.

Please turn to page 6 for

DRESS CODE

“If students have multiple
director and band teacher.
classes they need to graduate, then
“Students that are supposed
they probably won’t have a physical to be enrolled in band are not
education class because it’s already
in band,” she said. “I hope the
at its peak,” Tennial said. “Students schedules will be fixed soon so
have to understand that we are not
students can be back on track for
just programming them arbitrarily
graduation.”
any kind of way. It’s about what you
Another teacher who also
need to graduate, and we are not
was impacted was Gabrielyn Fosgoing to just pull you out of JROTC ter, the chorus and piano teacher.
or anatomy just because you want
“It was a travesty,” she said.
to. They are classes that meet the
“I’m kinda amazed because it’s
requirements to graduate.”
been bad the last three years, but
Some reprogramming may
not as bad as when poor Remy
yet occur this
[Washington,
week, as CPS
former assiswill finalize
tant principal]
Schools whose enrollment
school budwas trying to
geting from
put things
exceeded projections on the
federal money 10th day — the district’s official
together
for poor
and teachcount day — will see a bump in
children and
ers worked
money, as per a Chicago Tribune together to
state funding on each
on [weekends]
story published on Sunday.
schools’ count
to fix everytaken on both
thing.”
the 10th and
While
20th day of enrollment, the last
shifts were being made, some
which happened on Monday.
classes had an odd mixture of
MP was projected to have 1,392
students.
students, but based on IMPACT
“The wackiest thing is in one
data earlier last month, there are
period, they had two different
actually 1,493.
classes and that’s never happened
Schools whose enrollment
to me before in my 14 years of
exceeded projections on the 10th
teaching,” Foster said. “There
day — the district’s official count
was 47 kids in piano and another
day — will see a bump in money,
beginning mix of about 33.”
as per a Chicago Tribune story
Before everything started to
published on Sunday.
get settled, some students were
“Letters went out to princimissing important classes.
pals Friday afternoon [9/26] tell“For the first week of school,
ing them whether they’re gaining
I was missing a 5th period and
money or not,” the Trib story
had to sit in the auditorium,”
states.
senior Raynard Parham said. “I
So, if all goes well, MP
was missing my English class, and
should get more funding from
I needed that so I can graduate.
CPS to hire teachers for the
I’m glad they put me in the class
extra 101 students. If and when
now.”
that happens, class leveling will
Freshman Chante Johnson
be initiated, and those classes
said her schedule hasn’t really
that currently have substitutes
changed, but a lot of her friends
will be manned with regular
were impacted by them.
instructors.
“My friends were constantly
One teacher who said proswitching classes or in the auditogramming still needs work is Shrium,” she said. “They seem to be
emeka Nash, the marching band
getting cleared up [now].”

REDUCED TIME
continued from page 4

the former five minute stretch,
some students failed to get to
class in a timely manner. Now
the mission may be difficult for a
larger number of students.
According to attendance
data, 2,690 total tardies were
issued from Sept. 2 to Sept. 19,
while 1,388 were issued for first
period tardies alone.
The administration has said
that four minutes is enough time
for students to make it to their
class, locker, and bathroom if
needed.
“We figured students can
get to any class in this building in
a four-minute period,” said the
principal, Dr. Carolyn Epps.
Some schools use the fourminute passing time, such as
Julian and Orr Academy, but
others have five minutes, including Whitney Young Magnet, Taft
and Robeson. There are some
that have a mix, like Harlan and
the Chicago High School for
Agricultural Sciences, that have
five minutes on regular days, four
minutes on special schedules.
Morgan Park has 1,493 students, according to IMPACT data

earlier last month. Many students
believe that the number of kids
in the school makes it harder to
move fast in the halls.
“[Administrators] are not
the ones who have to be rushing
to class in the crowded halls,”
sophomore Ayanna Shipp said.

“They don’t walk in our shoes.”
Senior Alexis Lowery has
been here all four years and still
believes that four minutes is not
enough time to get to class,
especially for females.
“Four minutes is not enough
time for me to use the bathroom,

Students try to make it to class on time after sliding through
the cramped “T” on the second floor, due to the mechanical
room for the elevator that only serves the split-level third floor.
(EMPEHI News, Oct. 2012).

go to my locker, and get to class
on time” said Alexis. “You will still
end up being late.”
But the principal disagrees.
“Not if you go directly to
class,” she said. “It’s only difficult
[to get to class] if you stop and
hang out.”
The security guards see firsthand how students make it from
class-to-class. Their job during the
school day is to monitor the students when walking to class each
period, and push them along.
Security guard Allen Simpson
feels that the school is not that
big.
“Some take it seriously and
others need to be activated into
taking it serious,” he said.
Students might take the tardy
bell lightly because they haven’t
been conducting hall sweeps
since the school year started. This
means that anyone caught in the
hallways after the tardy bell will
not be admitted to class.
“I really don’t think hall
sweeps are necessary because
kids are starting to get better
in the hallway,” Simpson said,
“maybe [the students] are starting

to realize that being in class matters and has an impact on their
grades.”
Last year’s hall sweeps generally kept the halls clear by funneling tardy students to a holding
room until the end of the class
period to minimize class disruptions.
“Our job is to make sure students get there proper education
so we’re trying to push students
into class more less than to hold
them,” he said.
Some teachers let students
in after the tardy bell has rung
and some don’t. The teachers are
instructed to not let students in
after the bell unless they have a
pass.
“I don’t let students in my
class after the tardy bell without
a pass,” technology teacher
John Genell said. “Its against the
rules.”
He also feels that hall sweeps
can help.
“Once [security guards] start
sweeping the halls, students
would understand how important getting to class on time is,”
Genell said.

OPINION

DRESS CODE

Some staff feel as though the
dress code is still not enforced
enough.
“Many young ladies have too
much cleavage out, and young
men are walking around with their
pants hanging off their buttocks,”
anatomy and physiology teacher
Harry White said.
There seems to be plenty
of controversy when it comes to
what students wear in school, as
evidenced by various recent news
stories.

SCHOOL NEWS

Celebrity timeline:

continued from page 5

• Leggings do not stand
alone as pants; students must
have a dress or skirt over the
leggings.
• Students must wear their
pants at waist level.
• Pajama-like clothing and
house slippers are not allowed.
• Clothing interpreted as
symbolic of a gang or gang
activity is not permitted.
• No headgear, including
headbands and scarves, may
be worn by males or females
in the school building. (Religious exceptions to this rule
must be on file in the Deans’
Office). Failure to comply
will result in confiscation of
headgear.
• The wearing of sunglasses
is not permitted unless a
medical exception is on file.

FEATU

A Tottenville High School on
the East Coast recently changed
the dress code to prohibit tank
tops, low-cut shirts, and shorts
that don’t reach fingertip length,
after which 200 students were
given detention for breaking the
new rules. Students and parents
protested promptly.
Then, parents and students
at a Utah high school reportedly
said that they’re angry at the way
school administrators enforced
a dress code at a homecoming
dance.
According to an Associated
Press story, “Students were allowed
to enter while wearing strapless
dresses, which are permitted, but
other students wearing gowns with
straps, sleeves or high necks were
flagged because they had keyhole
openings in the back.”
Unfortunately, some teenagers often try to follow trends not
knowing the meaning behind
them.
“Sagging is to wear ones
pants around the hips so that they
sag down and bunch up around
the ankles,” according to online
resource Urban Dictionary.
Most students are ignorant to
the origin of sagging while others
practice this trend in rebellion.
Originally in the 1990’s, rappers took this trend as a style for
gangster rap. From generationto-generation, many young boys

idolized this trend.
“Sometimes I sag unintentionally,” senior Dwain Marshall
said. “It’s not out of rebellion, but
gaining knowledge behind this I
will now take action to stop.”
Ironically, this so-called fashion statement is adopted from
those in the prison system. Some
homosexual males practice the
act of wearing their pants below
the buttock to show a sign of
open for sexual act.
“I would love to see more
young men dress up ,and look
presentable in school. That would
be a nice addition to our school
dress code,” librarian Candace
Morgan said.
On the other hand, our
young ladies would consider the
dress code to be more strict than
our young men.
“I definitely don’t agree with
the new dress code, because tank
tops and spaghetti straps aren’t
inappropriate,” student Akyesha
Hobbs said. “Headgear can come
in handy with bad hair days.”
The purpose of a dress code
is to promote positive image, and
overall respect for yourself, as
well as others.
“When you look good you
feel good,” junior Taylor Jackson said. “I don’t worry about
dress code, because I’m always
prepared, dressed appropriately
,and ready to learn.”

She told Sandra Block of USA Today

Mellody Hobson was
born in Chicago on
April 3, 1969. She is
the youngest of six
children. Her mother,
a single parent, was a
real estate developer
who turned old
buildings in dilapidated
neighborhoods into
condos. Hobson grew
up in for a time in Lake
Point Towers. She lived
in Chicago for 37 years
of her life.

1969
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Graduated
from St.
Ignatius
College
Preparatory
(1987)

(Top) Administrators, Career Day guests, and student hosts pose for a photo after the assembly
in the Social Room last month. (Above left) Gary Gardner of Principal Financial Group has student
Nasir Johnson discuss his education and career goals, while (above right) Heather Robinson,
executive director of the Beverly Arts Center talks to a class about her responsibilities. (Photos by
Timia Strickland)
lody Hobson, president of Ariel
Investments and whom is on the
board of directors from companies including DreamWorks
Animation, Starbucks, and Estée
Lauder Inc.
For those who don’t know
she is a Windy City native.
“Like many of you, I grew up
in Chicago which I love, I love the
city,” she said.
Hobson grew up in a really
big family with plenty of siblings.
“I am the youngest of six

children,” she said, “I am really
young, and what I mean by that
my older sister is more than 20
years older than me. I always tell
that story because...[when] you
have siblings that are 20 [years]
and older, you have a different
way of growing up.”
During the on-stage interview
by seniors Kerry Jones and Kyilah
Terry, Hobson recalled the early
part of her life.
“My mother was in the real
estate business,” she said. “We

had a difficult time, but not as
difficult a life as some which
surprises people some, because I
work with an investment company
and television and all sorts of
things.”
Despite living in some of
the better parts of city, she still
endured some hard times.
“It surprises people when I
tell them we used to get evicted
all the time and our phone would
to get disconnected and our
lights would get cut off and we

SOURCES: Historymakers.com, Wikipedia, ABC News, Black America Web, Baltimor

use to live in buildings that didn’t
have water and stuff like that,”
she said.
Despite the obstacles, she
focused on her educational and
career goals.
“Most people don’t believe
it, and, I’m like it’s actually true,
and I was able to get through
all of that because I got a really
good education,” she said, “and I
had a lot of options when I gradu-

ated from college.”
Hobson graduated from St.
Ignatius College Prep, a private
high school, and then went on to
Princeton University (ranked No. 1
in the annual National Universities
Rankings by US News & World
Report).
She has determination, to
put it mildly.
“I used to tell my mama that
I was not going to be poor, and I
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ELLODY HOBSON

y, “[I was] neurotic about school—I was beyond obsessed. I used to cry if I couldn’t go to school.”
Earned a
bachelor’s of
art degree
at Princeton
University (1991)

Marries Star
Wars franchise
creator George
Lucas (June
2013). They
have one child,
a daughter,
together.
Hobson is named
Global Leader
of Tomorrow
at 2001 World
Economic Forum
in Switzerland.

2013

“Unbroke: What You
Need to Know About
Money” first airs on May
29, 2009. It’s the first TV
program that Hobson
creates and hosts.

2009

2001

1991

She is a regular
financial
contributor on
“Good Morning
America” and a
featured guest
on other ABC
News programs
including
“World News
Tonight,” and
“Nightline”

Currently is a director on the
governing boards of Starbucks;
the Estee Lauder Companies, Inc;
DreamWorks Animation SKG, Inc;
and Groupon.

Interned at
Ariel Capital
Management
and T. Row Price
Associates, which
are investment
firms. She
oversaw client
service. She
eventually
became
president of Ariel
(2000).

re Sun, Crain’s Chicago Business

was going to go to an Ivy League
school, and she didn’t know
where I learned about Ivy League
schools,” she said. “No one in my
life went to an Ivy League school,
no one in my family graduated
from college, and a couple of my
sisters didn’t graduate from high
school, so as a result of that they
don’t know where it started with
me.”
Before going to Princeton,

Hobson had another college in
mind that she was really passionate about.
“I use to tell people that I
was going to Yale [University],
and my senior year I went to visit
Yale, and I hated it,” she said. “I
said to myself, ‘Oh my god, my
whole life, this is where I thought
I was going to be, and I didn’t
like it.”
While going through the

stages of exploring other colleges, she finally found the school
that felt like she belonged.
“I saw Princeton, and I really,
really loved it,” she recalled.
“I loved it because it was small
and I’m use to living in a big city
and Princeton was in a suburb. I
felt really safe; it’s one of those
places you can walk across the
campus late at night from the
library, you didn’t feel like some-

thing bad would happen to you.
It was the kind of place where
you would walk down the street
and people would say hi to you,
and I just thought that was really
great.”
While attending Princeton,
she majored in economics and
got her degrees.
After college she went on to
be an intern at the Ariel Capital
Management company where,

after 10 years, she became the
president of the firm.
Hobson has an extremely
busy life besides working there;
she is on the board of directors
for various top companies and
philanthropies. She is part of After
School Matters here in Chicago.
At the end of the day, she is a the
wife of Star Wars creator George
Lucas, with whom she has a
daughter.
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Celebrity photo hacking reveals security weakness of iCloud
By Jada Campbell
Rihanna, Victoria Justice,
Meagan Good, Jennifer Lawrence, Jill Scott, and nearly 100
other female celebrities’ collections of intimate photos were
hacked from their Apple iCloud
accounts, leaked, and plastered
on social networking sites including Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram back in late August.
Many who heard about this
latest leak of nude and semi-nude
photos were astonished, while
others were impressed, and some
weren’t surprised at all by the
fact that all these celebrities had
private collections of these types
of photos.
“I learned about the naked
photos being leaked from Twitter
and Instagram, but I only saw
[singer and actress] Jill Scott’s and
[former Playboy playmate and
actress] Jenny McCarthy’s,” junior
Taylor Jackson said. “Hopefully
these women were sending these
pictures to someone who they
trusted. I don’t think they did it

rence, Kate Upton, Kirsten Dunst
and others by exploiting a flaw in
the “Find My iPhone” app, which
reportedly allowed the attacker(s)
to try multiple passwords with a
guessing tool before eventually
stumbling across the right one.
The system is supposed to lock a
user out after a number of incorrect entries.

A security flaw exposed
In an email to Apple, dated
March 26, London-based security
researcher Ibrahim Balic said he
was able to attempt more than
20,000 password combinations
on any account, and he wanted to
notify Apple in the hope that the
company would fix the problem.
Then, just last Thursday,
Apple released a statement stating that it “would strengthen its
security measures after a recent
episode where hackers broke into
the Apple accounts of a number
of celebrities, stole their nude
photos and leaked them on the
Internet,” according to a New
York Times report.

You may not realize it, but by default, every photo you take on
your iPhone is not only stored on the device itself – it is also
uploaded to Apple’s iCloud, an online storage infrastructure for
digital files. To turn off automatic iCloud sharing, you need to go
into Settings, then iCloud, then scroll down to Photos and slide
the option to Off. If you want to disable iCloud entirely, you
need to go to the bottom of the menu and hit “delete account.”
(Source: The Guardian.com)
for attention, they don’t need attention because they are already
in the spotlight. I think they sent
the pictures to impress their significant others.”
Not all felt as though there
is something inappropriate with
people taking and sending these
types of pictures.
“I don’t feel like its that
much of a big deal,” junior
Aliyah Hakeem said. “Women
are always criticized by the world
for showing their body, when it’s
really not that deep. I don’t think
these beautiful women should
be ashamed that they took the
pictures or even about everyone
seeing them. The scumbag who
invaded their privacy should be
disgusted with himself and ultimately take responsibility for his
actions.”
Many people are blaming
Apple for the leak of the naked
photographs, and Apple has
recently confirmed that there was
a breach in their iCloud and “Find
My iPhone” app.
Such attacks were used to
access the iCloud accounts of
celebrities including Jennifer Law-

However, earlier last month,
Apple was claiming that their
servers weren’t breached, and
that hackers were using methods
like phishing or correctly answering security questions to obtain
their passwords.
It was then that anatomy
teacher Harry White, a new teacher at MP, believed that the leaked
photos weren’t stolen at all.
“I discovered the pictures being leaked from the news,” New
anatomy teacher Harry White
said. “I don’t think they were
hacked; instead, I believe these
women sent their naked pictures
to an untrustworthy person and
that person sent them around for
money, or retribution. I don’t think
sending naked pictures is okay
for anyone. Kids, celebrities, or
regular people. That’s what your
memory is for.”

In fact, in an unrelated case,
Lacey Ramroop of Staten Island
has filed a $250,000 lawsuit
against a computer hacker who
allegedly emailed nude photos
taken from her social media accounts and accused her of cheating on a boyfriend, according to
the New York Post.
Seeing that anyone’s cell
phone can be hacked, celebrity
or not, electronics users should
choose strong, hard-to-guess
passwords.
It is a Federal Law that any

visual depiction of sexually explicit conduct involving a minor
is considered child pornography.
These celebrities were all over
the age of 18; however, most
high school students are not, and
should be reminded that taking
such photos could get you in
trouble.
Remember that Twitter has
over 232 million users, Instagram
has 100 million, and Facebook
boasts nearly 845 million, and
even when you delete photos off
of your phone, there is a possibil-

Still using Facebook? Here are ways to keep your photos safe
If you don’t want everyone
on the planet to see the photos
you post on Facebook you
need to adjust the privacy settings. Log on to your account,
then click on the padlock icon
in the top righthand corner and
select “who can see my stuff?”
Click on that, and you’ll see
and option titled “who can see
my future posts?” Now choose
“Friends” on the pulldown
menu.
You can also customise
settings every time you upload
a new photo or album. In the
“Update Status” window just to
the left of the Post button, you
can use the pulldown menu to
select from Friends, Only me, or a custom privacy
setting.
Finally, it’s worth going to the arrow menu in
the top right of the Facebook window, selecting
Settings > Security and then switching on Login
Notifications, which tell you when someone is
trying to access your account from an unknown

browser, and Login Approvals which require you
to enter a security code every time you access
your account from a new device. This is also
known as two-factor authentication, and is a
good idea for other services such as Twitter and
Dropbox. (Source: The Guardian.com)

Photo
facts
Number of photos that are uploaded to Instagram every minute.

Number of photos that are uploaded to Facebook every minute.

Hacking is a crime
Not only is the leaking of
these celebrity pictures considered a legal matter for Apple, but
anyone who posts, or has posted
the pictures on social media, may
be prosecuted, too.

ity that they could still be backed
up to your iCloud.
It’s advisable to think twice
before you take, or send inappropriate pictures because once its
on the web, it can never permanently be erased.
“Social media is no joke
these days,” junior Asia Allen
said. “What you post is on the internet forever. Even if you delete
what you post, it only takes half a
second to screen shot [quick way
of saving any image you see on
cellphone].”

Average number of photos uploaded each day to Instagram,
58,000,000.

Based
on 2013
data,
Facebook
users
uploaded
more
than 250
billion
photos to the site,
and currently averages 350 million uploads per
day. (For comparison, Flickr users
upload 3.5 million
photos every day.
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Sleep experts say high school should delay start time
By James Cole
and Delorise Chester

T

hink about this for a
minute: How many
teenagers do you know who doze
off in class, seem particularly
irritable, can’t seem to focus, earn
bad grades, are habitually late to
class, or just lack energy? Plenty,
right?
The first thing that likely
comes to mind is that these
young people are just plain lazy.
However, many studies suggest
that it’s not that these kids have
bad attitudes, but that they don’t
get nearly the amount of sleep
that they should--and school
schedules are a big part of the
problem.
In a new policy statement
published online August 25, the
American Academy of Pediatrics
(AAP) recommends middle and
high schools delay the start of
class to 8:30 a.m. or later. Doing
so will align school schedules to
the biological sleep rhythms of
adolescents, whose sleep-wake
cycles begin to shift up to two
hours later at the start of puberty.
“Chronic sleep loss in children and adolescents is one of
the most common – and easily
fixable – public health issues in
the U.S. today,” said pediatrician
Judith Owens, MD, AAP, lead
author of the policy statement.
“School Start Times for Adolescents,” published in the September 2014 issue of Pediatrics.
An abstract of the statement,
“School Start Times for Adolescents,” argues that young people
need far more sleep than they
currently get, thanks partly to the
fact that most high schools start
their day at or before 8 a.m.
“The American Academy
of Pediatrics strongly supports
the efforts of school districts to
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H

igh school students
appear to have an
obsession with tattoos and
piercings to express themselves
and also fit in with the crowd,
most which would argue that

optimize sleep in students and
urges high schools and middle
schools to aim for start times that
allow students the opportunity to
achieve optimal levels of sleep
(8.5–9.5 hours),” the summary
reads, “and to improve physical
(eg, reduced obesity risk) and
mental (eg, lower rates of depression) health, safety (eg, drowsy
driving crashes), academic performance, and quality of life.”
In another study published
last fall, it’s estimated that between 45 percent and 85 percent
of sixth-to-12th graders sleep
less than the recommended nine
hours on school nights, accord-

percent of people between the
ages of 18 and 29 have at least
one tattoo, and body piercings
are also a growing means of selfexpression among people in this
age group.
Teens enjoy the look of tattoos and piercings and encourage
them, not being fully aware of

TATTOOS AND PIERCINGS BY AGE
Younger adults are much more likely to have
tattoos or body piercings than their older
colleagues.

tattoos and piercings send out a
negative message to the youth.
“In the last 10 years, we’ve
seen more and more teenagers
getting tattoos and getting
larger tattoos,” said Patrick Dean,
owner of the Tattooville Tattoo
Parlor in Neptune, N.J., as was
reported on CNN.
A recent study from the Pew
Research Center found nearly 40

to function best (for some, 8 1/2
hours is enough). Most teens do
not get enough sleep — one
study found that only 15 percent
reported sleeping 8 1/2 hours on
school nights.”
Some teens have to balance school with an after-school
job, plus family obligations, such
as senior Delorise Chester. She
works from 3:30 p.m. until 6:45
p.m. at a children’s day care
center. Additionally, Chester also
takes care of her sickly aunt when
she comes home from school.
“When I get home, I have to
clean up and do homework, so I
don’t get enough sleep because
of all the responsibilities I have,”
she said. “Addition to that, I
sometimes go to work out with

Please turn to page 10 for

NOT ENOUGH
SLEEP

The average start time for city public high schools in the U.S. is
8:05 a.m., while the average among suburban schools is 7:51
a.m., according to the National Center for Education Statistics.
Despite many studies that suggest high schools should start
later in the morning, only 23.6 percent of city schools begin
after 8:30 a.m., with suburban schools faring even worse at 11.4
percent.
ing to the report in the Journal
of Adolescent Health. And nearly
half of students--44 percent-report difficulty staying awake
during school.
Many MP students reveal having precisely the same conflict with
school and getting some zzz’s.
Varsity football safety Mike
Hawthorn enjoys his sport and
gets out of practice around 7 p.m.
“When I get home, I study
my plays for football, then chat
with my friends, he said. “I don’t
go to sleep till about 2 a.m., then
during school I feel exhausted.”
Hawthorn says he typically
gets an average of 5-6 hours a

Getting needled takes root with youth
By Chardae’Capler
and Braylyn Brown

sleep.
“When I get home after fooling around and doing homework,
I try to fall asleep,” he said, “but
it never works, so I stay up until I
feel my body giving out.”
Disturbingly, very few teens
actually get anything near the
sleep they actually need, according to the National Sleep Foundation, an independent nonprofit
organization whose objectives
are to improve public health and
safety by achieving understanding
of sleep and sleep disorders.
“Teens need about 9 1/4
hours of sleep each night to
function best (for some, 8 1/2
hours is enough),” the foundation’s website states. “Most teens
do not get enough sleep — one
study found that only 15 percent
reported sleeping 8 1/2 hours on
school nights. Teens need about
9 1/4 hours of sleep each night

how negative they could really be
to other people. Most do not feel
as if they send out a bad reputation.
“I liked the thrill of getting
them and everyone had a belly
ring, so I really wanted one,” senior Taylor Cole said. “Although
I do think it’s a trend with our
generation to get meaningless
tattoos just to be cool.”

Some students prefer one
over the other. Those would like
more of a daring transition in their
life, while others would rather
have something a little more
settled.
“I would prefer piercings because they aren’t permanent, you
can always take them out rather
than a tattoo
being on you
forever,” senior
Shaquira Williams said.
However,
parents feel a
totally different way about
“marked up”
bodies. They
do not encourage this for the
most part, because it’s not
very influential.
However, some parents allow
their children to express themselves the way they want.
“Family thinks if it has no
meaning then it’s pointless to be
all tatted and pierced up,” Williams said. “My mom always says
‘Why did you even get that [pierc-

Please turn to page 10 for

TATS, PIERCINGS

Advice for a good night’s rest
Healthy sleep habits can make a big difference in your quality
of life. Having healthy sleep habits is often referred to as having
good “sleep hygiene,” according to the National Sleep Foundation.

Stick to the same bedtime and wake up time, even on the
weekends.
Practice a relaxing bedtime ritual.
Avoid naps, especially in the afternoon.
Exercise daily.
Evaluate your room. Your bedroom should be cool – between 60
and 67 degrees. Your bedroom should also be free from any noise that
can disturb your sleep. Finally, your bedroom should be free from any
light.
Sleep on a comfortable mattress and pillows.
Make sure your mattress is comfortable and supportive. The one
you have been using for years may have exceeded its life expectancy –
about 9 or 10 years for most good quality mattresses.
Use bright light to help manage your circadian rhythms.
Avoid bright light in the evening and expose yourself to sunlight in
the morning. This will keep your circadian rhythms in check.
Avoid alcohol, cigarettes, and heavy meals in the evening. It is
good to finish eating at least 2-3 hours before bedtime.
Wind down. Your body needs time to shift into sleep mode, so
spend the last hour before bed doing a calming activity such as reading.
For some people, using an electronic device such as a laptop can
make it hard to fall asleep, because the particular type of light emanating
from the screens of these devices is activating to the brain. If you have
trouble sleeping, avoid electronics before bed or in the middle of the night.
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Football still most popular among Americans, Mustangs
By Lashawn Hamb
and Kayla Ford

I

f you’ve been to a
Mustangs football game
at Gately Stadium, you would
likely be among hundreds of
fans. There are usually hundreds
of spectators sitting on the
hard metal benches even if the
weather features pouring rain,
blowing snow, or frigid cold
temperatures.
Once basketball season begins,
you’ll be lucky to get one of the approximately 180 available tickets for
any of the varsity boys home games
in the south gymnasium.
So one might think that MP
is a sports-crazy school, and that
going to any event would be
filled with frenzied fans; unfortunately, this is a case of the haves
and the have-nots.
Have you been to a boys
softball game this fall? Did you
even know MP has a team?
How about a girls volleyball
game? Varsity or junior varsity? No?
Not that there’s much room
for spectators, but have you been
to a boys swim meet? There’s often not much more than a handful
of students and some parents in
attendance.
What about supporting our
girls tennis teams? Golf? Yep,
neither one gets much love.
Football and basketball are
kings at MP, and among American
sports fans, in general. A Mustang
football game will typically draw
more fans for a single game than
a single basketball game, likely
because the stadium has far more
seating (on both sides) than most
gyms.
During the mid-2000’s, when
the varsity football squad was a
force to be reckoned with, rou-

tinely going deep into the IHSA
playoffs, Gately was literally a sea
of fans, from goal line to goal
line. Even now, the homecoming games bring out hundreds of
spectators to the MP side of the
field, alone.
Earlier this year, despite
stormy weather and a formidable
opponent, the second football
game drew well.
“September 5th, on a Friday
night, 682 people attended the
Morgan Park versus Mount Carmel football game, combined, and
it was a crummy game [due to the
weather],” said school treasurer
Lena Lehner, who worked the
ticket booth during the night of
the game. “Usually about a 1,000
fans would be there, but this year
it was less.”
Again, thanks to available
seating, football brings in the
most ticket revenue per game.
“Boys varsity football gets
more attendance than the boys
varsity basketball team because
of the size of the seating in the
gym,” Lehner said. “The most
money we made from a basketball game held here was $900,
which was about 180 tickets.”
Among Americans, the
National Football League (NFL) is
the most popular sport, and has
been for the last 30 years, according to an annual Harris poll taken
since 1985.
In 2014, 35 percent of fans
call the NFL their favorite sport,
followed by Major League Baseball (14 percent), college football (11 percent), auto racing (7
percent), the NBA (6 percent), the
NHL (5 percent) and college basketball (3 percent), the poll shows.
Football at any level appears
to be the sport that will be the
most popular.
“I don’t think it’s just at Mor-

Despite the cold temperatures, Mustangs fill the stands of Gately Stadium at last year’s
homecoming game. Football is generally considered the most popular sport at MP, based on per
game ticket sales.
gan Park High School, I believe
it happens at other high schools,
it’s just reflects on the American
culture,” English teacher Carletha
Whitfield said.
She believes the attendance
of these sports are fair because of
the accomplishments these teams
had in the past and have made
the teams more recognizable.
“It’s also based on funding,”
Whitfield said. “I think they bring
a lot of revenue to the school, so
that’s probably the reason why
the teams get the most attention
from people.”
She thinks more advertisement, promotion, and fundraising
could help the teams get publicity.
“I know there’s a rivalry
sometimes between the football
and basketball team,” Whitfield
said. “I had students in the past
who were football players who
didn’t support the basketball
players or vice versa.”
Situations like these can
sometimes lead to competition
between each of the teams. She
believes that there will always be
competition between the teams.
“That’s the mentality of an

TATS, PIERCINGS
art, and I like the way they look.”
One thing that teens really
fear for are the jobs they may not
qualify for. Most students believe
that jobs do not support or accept people who have revealing
tattoos or piercings.
“I think that the placing of
the tattoos and piercings prevents
you from certain opportunities
because some are just really unprofessional,” said Williams.

continued from page 12
According to the Pew Research Centers’ study, overall, 42
percent of those surveyed feel any
and all visible tattoos are inappropriate at work. That number climbs
to 55 percent for body piercings.
“In my opinion, it shouldn’t interfere with anything as long as they
are appropriate,” senior Destiny
Davis said. “I say this because some
tattoos are vulgar and could be offensive to the people around you.”

NOT ENOUGH SLEEP
continued from page 9

friends and family at the Kroc Center. We stay up there for about two
hours then head back home.”
Her sister, 19-year-old Jamie
Chester, works at Meatball’s Lil Angels Day Care in Chicago from 8:30
a.m. until 10 at night. Sometimes
she has to work overtime when
parents arrive late to get their child.
“Once I get home, I have to do
my chores and get myself together,
which takes a while, so I go to sleep
late,” Chester said. “Sometimes I’m
not able to sleep at night, so I just
be up on the phone.”
Data from other research,
the National Longitudinal Study
of Adolescent Health, began by
interviewing adolescents in grades
seven through 12 during the 199495 school year. The participants

have been followed with four
“waves” of further interviews so far.
At Wave I, 23 percent of the
adolescents reported going to
bed at 11:15 p.m. or later during
the school year and 73 percent
said they usually slept fewer than
nine hours per night.
At Wave II, 22 percent of the
adolescents reported going to
bed at 1:30 am or later during the
summer, and 23 percent said they
went to bed after 11:15. Eighty
percent said they usually slept
less than 9 hours per night.
Adolescents who had late
school year bedtimes in Wave I
were more likely to have emotional distress in Wave III. Late school
year bedtimes in both Waves
I and II were also tied to lower

and win a swim meet,” Brown
said.
Some say anything other
than the dominant team sports
isn’t all that appealing to watch.
“Basketball is such a interesting sport,” said senior Porscha
Hobdy, who also plays on the girls
basketball team. “I play it and
enjoy to the fullest; it’s a sport
that you have to physically train
for and be mentally ready to play.
When it boils down to it, no one
shows up to sports like tennis,
soccer, or golf because they feel
as if it’s boring.”
Some sports don’t have the
luxury of playing at facilities that
are nearby and convenient for
fans.
“I feel as if track [and field,
cross country] gets the least
amount of attendance because 90
percent of the track meets aren’t
located in Chicago,” said senior
Gabrielle Holland, who is a track
member. “That isn’t exactly fair
because track is still considered a
sport, and it contains a group of
hard-workers that would like to be
supported too.”

SIDELINED FOR GRADES

continued from page 9

ing]? It’s not for you and you don’t
need to fit in [with the crowd].’”
Teenagers generally believe
they are just today’s style, and
there’s no harm in getting a piercing
or tattoos. Some believe that they
could add to a person’s character.
“My family thinks they’re
okay, and my friends love [my tattoos] and think I should get more
and I think I just might,” senior
Karrington Taylor said. “It’s just

athlete,” she said. “Everything is
always a competition, but at the
end of the day, everyone should
support each other.”
Awareness of the other teams
is likely an underlying issue, too.
Announcements are often made
regarding upcoming games,
ticket sales, and special events like
homecoming and celebratory rallies for the football and basketball
squads. Little is said of the other
sports offered at MP.
“I think the most attendance
for MP sports are football and basketball games, and the least would
be sports people really don’t know
about, such as golf and tennis,”
senior Braylyn Brown said.
Some athletes say that it’s
not fair to those teams who work
just as hard as the football and
basketball teams. The school
spirit should be shared among
every team in the school.
“I’m on the swim and water
polo team and although there
aren’t many people who can be
on the deck, I would still like to
have more people around, it
gives me motivation to work hard

grade point averages.
Some who have graduated
and are in the workforce, say that
they get their sleep, but largely due
to only working part-time shifts.
Azariah Montgomery works
at a Jewel grocery store on weekdays from 5-11 p.m. and weekends from 2-6 p.m. He also plays
basketball at a local sports center
before he goes to work.
“When I work till closing I’m
not as tired until I’m on my way
home, because it takes me about
20 minutes to get there,” Montgomery said. “When I get home,
I’ll play my video game, look over
my schedule, and then work out.
For me, I get enough sleep because I don’t have to go to work
till 2, so I get over enough sleep.”

student. If the student learns
from [his/her] mistakes and
finds where they’re weak and
strengthen those areas that they
need help in, then, technically, it
won’t be a penalty, it would be
more of an improvement.”
The varsity football team
was hit particularly hard with 23
players designated ineligible,
according to a Southtown Star
report, forcing the team to bring
up many frosh-soph teammates
to fill vacant positions.
Some players who were
impacted believe the rules are
too strict.
“Sitting out the first game
of my senior year really hurt me
a lot,” senior linebacker Anfernee Robinson said. “I failed no
classes and have all my credits.
I feel that it was unnecessary.”
Since it was some seniors
last first game, some of the
underclassmen felt that they
were going to have lack of effort and leadership.
“At first my team was
shocked and angry that I
couldn’t play,” Robinson said.
“By me being the captain, they
felt like there was a missing
link from the team.”
Being short numerous
players, the team and fans knew
that this game was going to

be tough, but understand why
school officials sat the students.
“I felt like they were the
pieces that were missing for
us to win that game,” senior
running back Darius Burse
said. “I felt that [those who
couldn’t play] were at fault
for not being a student first
and an athlete second. It was
tough because we had to
bring a lot of younger guys up
to varsity before the game to
fill those spots. I believe they
got the concept of not being a
team player by letting the rest
of us down and working hard
everyday to get better.”
Still, some see the policy
as imperfect.
“What if a student doesn’t
understand something [in
class] and causes them to get
a bad grade?” varsity basketball point guard junior, Jarrin
Randall said. “Then they are
penalized? That’s not fair!”
Many of the captains of
the football team encourage
their teammates to stay on top
of their grades.
“As a captain, I do tell my
teammates to be a student first,
because it would reflect on the
team,” senior Kyren Moore
said, “and we want all of our
players to be on the field.”
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continued from page 12

then long-time coach Lexie Spurlock who retired in 2011.
Last year, Atkins was the
head coach of the freshmansophomore junior varsity team.
He is also an alumnus of Morgan
Park. He had a very prestigious
career as he played running back
for the Mustangs receiving several
Division 1 offers, but now he’s
focused on returning the football
team to respectability.
“It’s a great day to be a Mustang! Championship or bust for
these group of guys!” Atkins said.
“This is going to be a great year
for us. We have big expectations
for the season.”
On the bright side, the
conference is clearly up for grabs,
as all of the teams in the Chicago
Public League Illini Prairie State
Conference are struggling, as
none of them had a winning record as of Friday, Sept. 25; North
Lawndale Charter had the best
record of 2-2 at the time.
In their most recent match-up
on Saturday afternoon at Gately,
the Mustangs beat the Bogan
Bengals in a close game, 8-6,
improving their record to 2-2.

Difficult start to season
Going into the season
opener at Gately Stadium against
Thornton, the Mustangs were left
to field a team with a large number of underclassmen, as many
veteran players were marked
ineligible for a variety of infractions, some for poor grades last
school year.
But then both teams and
their fans faced powerful thunderstorms and heavy downpours,
which forced officials to delay the
game an hour and 15 minutes,
late in the first quarter.
The Mustangs played close
through much of the game, with
the Wildcats leading at the half,
6-0, and tied it up in the third
after a TD run by William James.
However, Thornton put it away in
the fourth quarter, 26-3.
The last time the Mustangs
opened the regular season with a
W was in 2012 against Clemente.
In the next game, bad

MORE
TALENT
FOR
MUSTANGS
continued from page 12

“Marcus works harder than
the average pro,” Irvin said. “He’s
a workaholic..”
LoVett has gotten plenty of
instruction from his first coach,
too: his father.Marcus LoVett Sr.
recalled how long his son has
been playing, which has been
since “he was eight or nine.”
Marcus Sr. has had firm hold
on his son.
“I’ve been on him for 18
years, training him, trying to teach
him to be a good person, as well
as a basketball player, but more
of a good person.”
Irvin and Marcus also are
looking ahead to another potential championship team: they both
have the Cleveland Cavilers to
win the NBA finals, which, perhaps, is not a shock, because the
Cavs are loaded with stars, including the return of Lebron James.

weather dogged the Mustangs
once again. After another late
start, thanks to a 30-minute
lightning delay in the first quarter,
MP appeared to get the best of the
Caravan after an early turnover. Unfortunately, the offense was unable
to capitalize, and once Mt. Carmel
got their ground attack rolling,
they put up a 22-0 lead by the half,
wrapping up the game, 43-6.
The last time the Mustangs
beat the Caravan was 10 years
ago, by a score of 13-9.
William James is the 6’2”
senior starting quarterback. He
plans to have a breakout senior
season. He went 6-8 passing in
the loss to Mt. Carmel. He also
threw a pass for 57 yards to junior
wide receiver Trenell Austin.
“It is all or nothing for this
group,” he said. “There is no
other option. We have to all step
up, work hard, and execute onand-off the field.”
Next up, against Wheaton
Warrenville South, MP fell behind
quickly, giving up an early safety,
finishing the half up 16-0. The
Tigers tacked on a couple more
rushing scores and a 70-yard TD,
closing it out, 30-6.
Despite being down 0-3,
the Mustangs didn’t give up and
came roaring back against Perspectives Leadership Academy at
Stagg Stadium, 30-6, for their first
win of the season.
Perhaps surprisingly, many on
the team exhibit a positive outlook
for the remainder of the year.
“As a team our record of 1-3
isnt too good, but we are all still
100 percent confident in each
other, our coaches, and our Morgan Park family,” defensive tackle
Melvin Robinson said. “We aren’t

down because of the three losses,
because we know there are very
small details that have stopped
us from succeeding, but we have
seen in the previous game that
if we make these small corrections, then we can win every other
game--we still have faith in our
team and in our season: Faith!
Family! Football!”
Another player hangs his
helmet on the fact that their early
opponents have been among the
best, and it’s been a good learning experience.
“In our three losses there was
a lot of good that came out of it,”
offensive lineman Brandon Smith
said. “Number one: We played
three of the top teams in the state
and competed against them with
a brand-new coaching staff. Number two: We got to see what both
of our QBs can do and found
out they’re both outstanding.

Number three: We know what
holes in the team to fix and plays
we need to polish up. Number 4
and most important: There were
no major injuries, so we can start
our conference play strong and
full-forced. Championship or bust
this season for us.”
The Mustangs “ground-andpound” game will be relied upon
heavily moving forward. This balanced running game is lead by 5’8”,
200 lb. senior running back Darius
Burse. He is a true force on the field
and in the classroom. He has a 3.6
GPA and plans to get a scholarship
for academics and football.
“Don’t jump on the band
wagon when the wins start coming,” he warns fair weather fans.
“This is still going to be a great
season.”
As the saying goes, defense wins championships, and a
championship is the goal for the

Mustangs this year. This year’s
defense is potent and aggressive,
and should be a big factor. Sixfoot senior linebacker/defensive
end Kyren Moore, a returning
starter, plays a big role on the
defensive side of the ball. He
recorded 11 tackles in the Carmel
game. He also played well against
Wheaton Warrenville South.
This is a big year for him as
he plans to receive offers from
Division 1 colleges.
“A championship is guaranteed, if everyone works hard and
stays eligible,” he said. “I will do
my part to make sure we come
out on top. That has been a big
problem this year. With the lack of
depth in certain positions and key
players ineligible, the Mustangs
[could] struggle this season.”
Tomorrow, the Mustangs take
on the Harlan Falcons at 7:15
p.m.

Lady Mustangs volleyball snapshot

Senior Shontierra
Anderson sets for junior
Jainelle Withers against
the Lindblom Eagles last
Tuesday afternoon in the
boys new gymnasium.
The Lady Mustangs (5-4)
lost 25-17.

The rivalry
continues
T

he Chicago Bears
(2-2) and the Green
Bay Packers (2-2) resumed their
long-standing rivalry on Sunday,
with Chicago falling flat on their
face, embarrassing their fans at
home, losing 38-17.

The rivalry between the
Bears and Packers of the National
Football League (NFL) began in
1921 (when the Bears were actually called the Staleys) and is the
league’s most played, with 189
regular-season (including this past

The Super B
owl Shuffle

Chicago Bear

s (1985)

Before rap was even popular, members of the Chicago Bears recorded a music video
where they boasted about being Super Bowl contenders. Never mind the
fact that they recorded the song the day after their Monday night loss
in Miami--their first and only one that season. Yeah, and they won Super
Bowl XX easily. Somehow, it was even nominated for a Grammy.

Sunday’s) and post-season games.
The two clubs have won a
combined 22 NFL championships
(including five Super Bowls; Packers with four, the Bears only have
one) and have 48 members in the
Pro Football Hall of Fame.

Da Bears have won 93
times over the Pack, while the
Cheeseheads got the W 90
times (and six ties) . They’ve
only met twice in the postseason, both earning a win.

Green and Yellow
Lil Wayne (2011)

Weezy offers a salute to his beloved Green Bay Packers while trashing
other NFL squads, giving a big shout out to Cheeseheads in Packerland.
Wayne’s backed the packers since 1997, he was 15, he and his family
reportedly used to use Packers merchandise, specifically cups, as their
everyday dishes.
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Mustangs reload with LoVett, seek three-peat
By Jalisa Brown

T

wo words: Kobe
Jordan.
That’s how some students are
describing the new varsity boys
basketball player who transferred to Morgan Park all the
way from San Gabriel Academy
in California, for a chance to
help the Mustangs three-peat a
state championship.
Senior Marcus LoVett Jr.
is a 5’10” point guard who is
actually making a return to the
Windy City.
“I love Chicago,” he said.
“It’s a good city to be in, [and]
I’m happy to be back.”
Last year, LoVett averaged
around 23 points, six assist,
four rebounds, three steals
and one block--per game.
Scout.com ranks LoVett 88th
overall in the national class
of 2015 and 13th at the point
guard position. And according
to highschoolcubenews.com,
he has offers from “San Diego
State and UC Irvine and interest from Indiana, Arizona and
Oregon State.”
With no fear of a letdown, despite being in the
spotlight, LoVett said his best
stat line was “44 points, 10 assists, [and] nine rebounds.”
He went on to explain
why he came to the Green and
White.
“I know the basketball
team here is good, so I came

over here to help,” he said. “[I’m]
working on getting a ring.”
Long-time head basketball
coach Nick Irvin has lofty goals
for the new talent this upcoming
season.
“My expectation for him is to
be the best player in Chicago and
in the state of Illinois,” he said.
That might be a good bet, because his stat line is actually better
than Chicago star point guard Derrick Rose’s high school stats of 14
points, five assists, five rebounds,
and one steal per game.
Teammates Jarrin Randall
and Alonzo Taylor believe that
with the addition of LoVett, they
can, indeed, pick up another state
trophy.
“He makes everyone on the
team compete hard, “said Taylor,
a senior, who plays the guard
position.
Randall, a junior guard who
can play the same position as
LoVett, is also positive about the
post-season.
“He’s good; he’s gonna help
us three-peat,” he said.
Being loaded with talent
can have some potential drawbacks, particularly with conflict
that can sometimes brew if the
me-concept gets in the way of the
team-concept.
That may have been part
of the reason that 6’4” shooting
guard Kain Harris transferred out
of MP last year.
“He thought he was too good
to sit on the bench,” one player
said of his former teammate.

Some have speculated that
Harris felt slighted after not getting
much playing time in the IHSA
Class 3A championship come-frombehind victory over the Lincoln
Railspliters, 59-49, last spring.
Coach Nick isn’t sure as
to what exactly led to his quiet
departure.
“Actually, I don’t know what
happened with Kain,” he said. “I
never talked to [him or his family]
on why he left.”
However, Irvin went on to explain that playing time is earned
and not merely given, emphasizing it’s how a player’s practice
dedication determines how much
playing time he receives.
“That’s his fault … if a kid’s
not happy with playing time with
me, that means he’s not holding
his end of the bargain up, he’s not
doing what he has to do in practice,” he said. “At the end of the
day, [Kain] knows why he didn’t
play, he knows why he started
coming off the bench, and that’s
for Kain to say.”
But this is a new season with
new chemistry, and LoVett likes
what he sees.
“I think everyone on this
team is not selfish,” he said. “I
think everyone will get along.”
Randall added that the team
was prepped for LoVett’s arrival, so jealousy should be at a
minimum.
“[There p]robably [was]
a little bit, but not much,” he
admitted. “Everybody kind of
figured that he was coming.”

After stormy start,
Mustangs start to see
clearer skies ahead

Newly-arrived varsity boys basketball point guard Marcus
LoVett Jr. drives to the basket during an open practice last
week in the boys south gymnasium. To see more of him
before the season opens, check out his “INSANE Junior Year
Mixtape!” on YouTube. (Photo by Jaslisa Brown)
#WORKHARDER
How does a player get such a
love of the game?
“My dad introduced it to me’”
LoVett said. He went on to describe
it, saying,” My love for the game is
beyond this earth, this world.”
He can be found on social
media by his hashtag, #WORKHARDER.

Tennis
spotlight

This simply means, ”work
hard at whatever you do,” he
said. “Whatever you want to be
work hard at it.”
The coach had nothing but
high praise for the latest acquisition.

Please turn to page 11 for
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Strict policy
benches
athletes
for grades,
paperwork
issues
By Andrea Davis
and Briana Minued

S

Varsity Mustang defenders quickly wrap up the quarterback from Perspectives Leadership
Academy at Stagg Stadium, for their first win of the season, 30-6. This past Saturday, MP added
on another W against Bogan, 8-6.
By Adrian Dearon
and William James

D

angerous weather,
punctuated by
thunderous lightning, just
another obstacle the Mighty
Mustangs had to contend with
as they opened the season with

three painful losses, but they’ve
recovered as the weather has
improved, winning their next two.
Head coach Terry Atkins still
believes this team will have a very
successful season. This is his first
year as the head coach of the
varsity squad, after the departure
of last year’s head coach, Wesley

Yates (2012-14).
Atkins is the fourth head
coach in the past five seasons:
Yates replaced, coach Jeremy
Gold (2011-12), who replaced

Please turn to page 11 for

MUSTANGS
IMPROVE, 2-3

Junior Courtney West
returns a volley to her
Northside College
Preparatory High School
opponent during a match
at home last month. She
won in two straight sets,
6-4, 6-4.

chool officials instituted
a stricter policy
toward student athletes, the
consequences which included
being ineligible to play for the
first game of the season.
For the opening of the 201415 season, approximately 23-plus
student athletes, including three
starters, were sat on the sidelines
due to academic issues stemming
from last school year and/or a lack
of student athlete requirements,
including paperwork completion.
Earning good grades is more
important than just wins and
losses, even those from the end
of the last school year, according to assistant principal Edward
Rosa.
“Last year’s grades should
count,” Rosa said. “Whether it’s
penalized or not depends on the
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