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Varsity places third
in state Class 3A final series

Students,
vote early,
again, in
mayoral
election
By Dazesha Williams

S

The boys varsity basketball team, coaches, cheerleaders, administrators, and staff celebrate third place in the IHSA 3A
Class after dominating the Rockford Lutheran Crusaders, 87-56, at the Peoria Civic Center late last month. The Mustangs
quest for a championship three-peat was thwarted by the Belleville Althoff Crusaders, 82-74, in the semifinal game played
the day before. This season, the Mustangs finished with an overall record of 23-7, a conference record of 8-1, and were
ranked 8th in Illinois. See “Mustangs capture third place in Class 3A” on Back Page. (Photo by Jalisa Brown)

eniors at Morgan Park
High School who were
eligible to vote were given the
opportunity for the second
time over the past seven weeks
to participate in the electoral
process by casting an early ballot
in the two municipal elections.
Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
Office of Civic Engagement and
Service Learning and external
partner Chicago Votes, eligible
students returned to the polls on
Thursday, March 26, to participate
in early voting at Woodson Regional Library, according to a CPS
email announcement by program
coordinators Dr. Deborah Hawes,
English teacher Angela Gipson,
and counselor Ellen Bedore.
Although approximately 90
students were expected to participate, only around 50 actually
went to the library to vote during
the morning field trip.

Please turn to page 4 for

VOTING PROJECT

Two more days added to end of the school year
C

INSIDE

hicago Public Schools
(CPS), has, once again,
released another revised calendar
to reschedule two more student
attendance days to make up for
the two lost days in February.
According to a March 6 CPS
press release, the school year for
students will be extended until
Friday, June 19. This is due to the
cancellations on Monday, February 2 and Thursday, February 19.
In order to ensure that
students do not miss any in-

struction days, the press release
explains, class will be in session
on Thursday, June 18, which was
scheduled to be the first day of
students’ summer break, and
Friday, June 19.
Before the wicked winter
weather that began to strike the
Chicago area in January, CPS
students were to have their last
day of school on Tuesday, June
16. But thanks to four different
weather events, the end of the
school year won’t come for three
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Voting is your
responsibility. P2

additional days.
Worse yet, the year could
have ended on Monday, June
22, but students have already
made up one of the four cancellations on what would have been
a School Improvement Day--and
student non-attendance day--on
Friday, January 30.
It appears that the Class of
2015 graduation ceremony date
of Saturday, June 6 is still secure, even though the latest CPS
calendar revision, dated March 4,

School
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2015, states otherwise.
“High school graduation
ceremonies cannot be held
prior to June 8, 2015,” the updated calendar reads. “Elementary graduations ceremonies
cannot be held prior to June
11, 2015.”
However, the March 6 press
release seems to contradict that,
stating, “This update to the
academic calendar will not disrupt
graduation schedules or the start
of summer school.”
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Winter weather
tightened grip
Snow forced the third school
cancellation of the year. The
16.2 inches recorded at O’Hare
just during the hours of Sunday,
February 1 (out of 19.3 inches
total) were the most ever for any
February day in Chicago. For the
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he first runoff election
in Chicago’s history is
less than a week away and voters
young and old are coming out to
cast their vote.
Sounds great, right?
The problem is that many
young people have no idea who
is running in the municipal election next Tuesday, April 7. When I
went around asking people whom
they would vote for in the run off
election, I was met with a tidal wave
of responses that included “Ummmm,” “I don’t know who’s running,”
and “There’s an election going on?”
That last one really pains me
and suggests that said person has
been living under Patrick Star’s
rock for the past four months.
Before I went off on the poor soul
for being ignorant of the election
process and the overarching local
news story of 2015, I had to ask
myself this question: Why doesn’t
he/she know about this?
It can’t completely be their
fault that they are unaware. If
they were aware of times to meet
and learn about the candidates,
maybe I wouldn’t be tempted
to strangle them. This article
wouldn’t exist if they knew what
campaign volunteering is and why
it’s important.

chances are you’ll learn about not
only them, but also their opponents. Most offices have pictures
of the candidates and politicians
who support them.
Also, if you hang around long
enough, you’ll hear things that
they support, and things that their
opponent support. Depending
in the time of day, if you come
to one of the offices, you’ll be
handed a phone and a script
of key points of the candidate.
They’ll give you a list of registered voters, and your job is to
sell them on the good things the
candidate believes in.
Sometimes you’ll get people
who are strongly in your candidate’s corner. Other times you
meet people who reveal the skeletons in the candidate’s closet.
Either way, you learn something
that you weren’t aware of 15
minutes before.
On the other hand, campaigning takes time, time that
many in our 21st century world
simply do not have. I myself am
involved in five activities, plus a
psychology project. Finding time
to do homework and getting a
decent amount of sleep is hard
as it is, spending multiple hours
working in an office with little
monetary compensation is borderline impossible.

Reason 1.) Meet the candidate

Reason 2.) A volunteering
voter is a life-long voter

It’s obvious, but if you volunteer for any campaign, whether
for mayor or your local alderman,

Studies show that voters who
have volunteered on campaigns
or worked in some part of the
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Who will you vote for on Tuesday, April 7? Or won’t you bother?
election process vote more often
and longer than those who don’t.
By being exposed to the filthy
game of politics, voters appreciate what is at stake when
they finally cast their vote. A lot
of people choose not to vote
because they don’t know what’s
going on, don’t care or because
they don’t like either of the major
party candidates.
Gov. Rauner came out of
the woodwork as a unheard of
millionaire with more skeletons
in his closet than Dexter Morgan
and Hannibal Lector combined to
swipe the head office of our state
in the lowest turnout in Illinois history. If more people volunteered,
Pat Quinn would still be governor.

Reason 3.) Make a difference
even if you can’t vote yet
Despite the fact that you
can’t vote (yet), you can still make
a difference for candidates that
you like. Money is important in
a campaign, but the people the
money is spent on are the key to
a successful run. Look at Mayor
Rahm Emanuel, who has raised
at this point over $30 million, and
still didn’t defeat Jesus “Chuy”
Garcia in February’s unusually
close non-partisan election.
Garcia has garnered a large
base in part of grassroots volunteering. If it wasn’t for the sheer
manpower Garcia wielded leading up to the election, he would

be largely unknown and we’d be
looking at a runaway win for Rahm
or a startling battle between Willie Wilson and the incumbent.
Considering approximately 60
percent of registered voters stayed
home during the first election,
your vote counts even more in
next Tuesday’s election on April 7.
With this greater power
placed in your ordinary hands,
you own a debt and responsibility to your community to make
an informed decision on whom
to vote for. If there is a candidate you strongly support, you
improve their chances of winning
by making a couple phone calls or
placing a few signs. 2K will still be
there when you get home.

School’s important? Ha!

edito

By Karrington Taylor
and Rachelle Hampton

W

hy y’all teachers
gotta fail me? I
don’t do nothin’!
Yeah, I hear you teaching the lesson, but my bestie
texting my phone saying she
got some dirt to tell me. You
coulda just excused me for
the day while we discussing
business. This is kinda more
important.
I be talking?! All I was
doing was telling my friend
across the room what my
bestie told me. I don’t even
be the only one talking. You
should’ve told them to be
quiet, too.

I don’t do my class work? I’m
try’na help y’all out because that’s
one less paper to grade. You
could’ve just put my 100 percent
in for actually making it easy for
y’all. I know y’all got a life outside
of school just like I do.
Homework? What is that?
Awww, the work that you expect
me to do at home? Aw, nah, I
don’t have time for that.
I don’t go to class? I need
more than just one period for
lunch. I can’t function on an
empty stomach.
You tell’n me this because
you care? Why? You get a check
whether I pass or fail, so just help
a girl out if you really care.
You don’t teach me nothin’! How am I suppose to use
trigonometry, film study, history,

physics or whatever in the real
world?
English? I speak it! Why I
gotta take it four years of it?
Why am I failing? Maybe
the lessons need to be more
interesting, like the trends on
Twitter.
Why can’t we grade y’all,
and when y’all fail, y’all get no
pay? Then I would always fail
y’all, you’ll see how I feel.
I’m disrespectful? All I’m
doing it telling it like it is, and
you always put me out. So in
reality, you’re the reason why
I’m failing because I missed
the whole class period because you got in your feelings.

rial

Please turn to page 4 for
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WINTER WOULDN’T LET GO
continued from page 1

event as a whole, the 19.3 inches
at O’Hare ranks as #5 out of all
snow events in Chicago.
Those mountains of snow in
the parking lots have stood since
that Monday morning when a city
frontloader truck was called in to
duty to clear the pavement, and
piled the snow well over 10 feet
high, covering many precious
parking spots.
High schools and elementary schools closed two weeks
later on Thursday, February 19
due to a forecast that predicted
“extreme cold temperatures and
winds, which present a hazard to
students travelling to and from
schools,” a February 18 CPS press
release states.
The month before, schools
were closed on Wednesday,

January 7 and Thursday, January
8 after the news predicted wind
chill factors that were as low as 27
degrees below zero.
The National Weather Service
said later that highs on Wednesday
in northern Illinois ranged from -4
to 2 degrees with wind chills as low
as -30 and -35 overnight.

normal temperatures from now
through June for the Midwest,
South, and East, while the West
will see above normal temps.

Average spring weather
Although spring officially arrived for the northern hemisphere
on Friday, March 20. Since then,
it really hasn’t felt like spring,
with the shot of snow on Monday, March 23 and the generally
below-average temperatures. The
average daily high for late March
is 51-52 degrees.
Long-term, the National
Weather Service predicts near

EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to
the editor. All letters must have a name and
division number. We reserve the right to edit
all letters for mechanics, length, and content.
Please submit responses with name and division to Mr. Majeske or any member of the
newspaper, or to KEMajeske@cps.edu.
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Jazz, marching band have busy month
T

he Jazz Band held its
third annual “Evening
of Jazz”concert last Friday night,
collecting money to help the
band pay for its upcoming events,
including the IHSA competition
for jazz bands. The ticket price of
$25 offered those who attended
the smooth sounds of the band,
plus a dinner.
There was also a silent auction of 21 different items valued
up to $70, including restaurant
gift certificates, decorative items,
gift baskets, and tickets for shows
at the Beverly Arts Center.

ous organizations, plus lots of politicians, including Governor Bruce
Rauner, Mayor Rahm Emanuel, and
challenger Jesus “Chuy” Garcia.
Also, the Marching Band
has been chosen by the Chicago
Symphonic Winds to have a new
partnership. They will have the
opportunity to see them perform
at Symphony Center on April 13.
The Chicago Symphonic Winds
has started a campaign to pay for
their tickets to the event and the
funds remaining go to the band.

Parade performance
Earlier in the month, on
Sunday, March, 15, the Marching
Band performed at the annual
South Side Irish Parade, which
started at noon from 103rd Street
and proceeded down Western
Avenue to 115th Street.
It was reported that an estimated 200,000 people lined Western to watch the parade, which
featured the band, bag pipes, vari-

The Marching Band strides along Western Avenue during last
month’s South Side Irish Parade, and, according to a story
on ABCNews 7, the band was a “favorite” at the South Side
Irish Parade, during which they performed. (Source: Video still
captured on ABCNews 7). Inset at left: The Jazz Ensemble,
directed by instructor Shemeka Nash, take a group photo with
special guest Audrey Morrison (center), who is the director of
Jazz Studies at the Music Institute of Chicago.

City science fair winners announced
T

Sophomore Kapri Dowdell, pictured here with her science
fair project at the local-level fair held in the school
gymnasium earlier this school year. She won a Gold award
and will compete at the state competition on May 1-2.

he students who
competed in the 65th
annual City Science Fair at the
Museum of Science and Industry
on Sunday, March 22, earned
medals and cash awards, while
one captured the gold and will
compete at the state-level.
Sophomore Kapri Dowdell
received a Gold Award and gifts
and will compete in the State
Science Fair, May 1 and 2, at
Southern Illinois University in
Carbondale.
Twelve more participants
earned recognition for their work
at the competition: Silver award
winners: junior Nefertia Jones,
sophomores Vontrice Bobo

and Arianna Boyd, freshman
Marcell Ellis, and 8th graders Ariel Avina and Kendyll
Cole; Bronze award winners:
senior David Street, junior Tyra
DePillars, sophomore Kaylen
Poindexter, and 8th grader
Serena Echols.
Illinois Junior Academy of
Science (IJAS) Essay Finalists
include sophomores Nyah
Addison and Vernisha Perkins
who received cash awards for
their essays.
Science teacher Glennie
King, who is the chairperson
for the Chicago Public Schools
Student Science Fair, coordinated the students, locally.

EMPEHI News places third in annual journalism competition
By Danielle Washington
and Timia Strickland

T

he McCormick
Foundation and the
Scholastic Press Association
of Chicago (SPAC) held their
annual media awards contest
for high school journalism, at
which EMPEHI News earned a
total of nine awards, two being
a “superior” rating in Sports
Photography and Sports Feature
Story.
Against the 11 other participating schools, both Chicago
public schools and local parochial schools, EMPEHI News took
home the awards among the 23
categories, coming in third place
behind students at Lane Technical High School who won first
place with 16 awards and Whitney
Young with 10 awards.
Mustang reporters took
third despite only being able to
enter work in 16 print-related

Please turn to page 6 for

SPAC WINNERS

Students whose work was and chaperones capture the moment at the 23rd annual Scholastic
Press Association of Chicago Journalism Conference held at the Chicago Cultural Center last
month. Those pictured are (sitting) Jalisa Brown, Stephen Green, Nia Johnson, and chaperones
Mrs. Radcliffe and Mrs. Brown.

Talent show
to be held
tomorrow
Andrea Davis
and Jarrin Randall

T

he Senior Board
is hosting the
upcoming annual talent
show event scheduled for
tomorrow, in an effort to
showcase students who are
skilled in singing, dancing,
and poetry.
There were about
20 people who recently
auditioned for the April 2
show, but only 15 potential
performers were selected.
“It was a very competitive tryout, but it was even
harder telling the contestants that they didn’t make
the cut,” Senior Board
member Devonte West
said. “However, it did have
its funny moments, and it
could be very nerve-wracking.”
The talent show has
created a lot of buzz around
the school, and students are
looking forward to seeing a
spectacular show.
“People such as Korde,
Nasir, the senior Pom team,
Emeralds, etc., are performing in the upcoming talent
show,” program spokesperson Shaquira Williams said.
The show has been
a tradition thanks to the
continued effort of the
Senior Board. A large portion of the school attends
the annual show to see
these beautiful talents and
support their friends and
classmates.
“I have been at Morgan
Park since my sophomore
year, and when I went to

Please turn to page 5 for

TALENT SHOW
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Students recognized for CIMBY community service efforts
M

Sophomores Marissa Madlock and Jalend Morris work to
remove invasive plants at Sand Ridge Nature Center in the fall.

organ Park High
School won the Silver
award for community service
on Saturday, May 28. This was
the school’s first entry, and the
MPHS Students In Action Team
presented CIMBY: the Calumet Is
My Back Yard project.
CIMBY is an environmental
science project which focuses
upon learning, applying, and monitoring ecological practices, which
foster conservation and restoration
in natural forest preserve settings.
CIMBY: Stewards of Sand Ridge
Nature Center, was presented
by students Paul Gilbert, Tatyana
Morris and Dallas Reid.
The competition included

preliminary responses to 28 essay
questions, a submission of supporting documents, and an oral
presentation to a panel of judges
from the foundation including
follow-up questions.
Dr. Deborah Hawes, who
coordinates the CIMBY program
and is the Students In Action
faculty liaison, wants to thank the
following staff for their assistance
in preparation for this competition: teacher Angela Gipson and
staff member Jermiah Leverette.
CIMBY works with over 700
freshmen through senior-level students from the South Side of Chicago every year to improve natural
sites and to bring science lessons

to life, according to the Field Museum website. In this place-based,
real-world environmental science
program, each school sponsors a
specific local natural area in the
Calumet Region. The students
participate in a variety of different activities throughout the fall,
winter, and spring, from ecological
restoration to classroom lessons
and leadership training.
CIMBY is a joint program of
Chicago Public Schools’ Civic Engagement and Service Learning
Initiative and The Field Museum’s
Science Action Center and its
Youth Conservation Action work
(formerly called Calumet Environmental Education Program).

to have input on who has a really
good outlook for Chicago. I’m
glad that I can help others get
involved for their city, and voting
lets their opinions be heard.”
And it appears that interest in
this election may be growing. Reports say that after only the third
day of early voting, last Wednesday, unofficial vote totals from all

50 wards that make up Chicago
showed that 33,527 Chicago
residents had cast votes. This was
nearly double the number who
voted in the first two days of early
voting in the February election.
A poll for the Chicago SunTimes, taken on March 23, suggests
that Emanuel had a comfortable
lead, 48 percent to 32 percent.

VOTING PROJECT
continued from page 1

The activities for the day
were coordinated by Chicago
Votes, which helped the students “evaluate the candidates
based on their respective stands
on major campaign issues,” the
teachers’ email reads.
As many may know, the
Municipal Election held on February 24 forced the upcoming April
7 election, due to Mayor Rahm
Emanuel not meeting the 50
percent-plus-one-vote threshold
to avoid next Tuesday’s run-off.
Jesus “Chuy” Garcia garnered
the second-highest vote total,
putting him in the position to be
the mayor’s opponent.
Those who participated in
last week’s early vote felt that the
trips that were organized by Dr.
Hawes have been a really great
thing to do for them because they
all wanted their opinions to he
heard again for this election.
In fact, students like seniors
Kayla Cruse and Anthony Davis
agreed that Garcia will be the
best candidate to become Mayor
of Chicago, and gave their support to him.
“I voted for Garcia because I
feel as if [Emanuel] really screwed
up the education system when he
closed all those schools last year,”
Cruse said, “so I think that Chuy
would be able to help possibly
bring them back.”
Despite the numerous
negative campaign ads currently
running against both candidates,
Cruse said they haven’t had much
impact on her.
“[The mayor’s campaign has
been] well-organized, but it still
hasn’t changed my mind about
voting for Garcia,” she said. “For
this election, my parents did have
an affect on my voting because

Senior Tamirra Pierce shows
proof that she voted in the
early Municipal Election.

they, as well, voted for Garcia;
they felt that he is the perfect
candidate for mayor, too.”
Davis also has thrown his
support behind the challenger.
“I voted for Chuy Garcia
because he promises to bring
back funding for Chicago Public
Schools rather than for all the
[charters] that don’t really need
it,” Davis said.
Although he didn’t say whom
his parents support, Davis said
he’s making up his own mind,
anyway.
“My parents did not have
an affect on my voting,” he said.
“I pretty much stay in tune with
politics to follow what’s going on
for this election. I hope Garcia becomes Mayor of Chicago and can
finally make a difference, as well.”
Other students like Destiny
Davis, and Chardae Capler agree
that Chuy is determined to really
bring back Chicago the right way.
“I voted for Garcia because
my mama told me to, said Davis.
“The negative things that my
mama didn’t like was the closing
of all the schools that Rahm did.
She felt that Garcia can make a
change and is willing to help CPS
bring funding back.”
It appears that the defining
issue for those who voted for
Garcia is more so what the mayor
did in 2013, just a year after the
first teachers’ strike: overseeing
the closing of nearly 50 public
schools deemed underperforming, underutilized or both,
primarily in African American and
Hispanic neighborhoods.
“I voted for Chuy Garcia because I don’t like Rahm,” Capler
said. “He closed about a good 50
schools, and this was not a good
way to show good leadership. In
my opinion, he really cannot be
trusted, so that why I feel that
Chuy is a better candidate.”
The Chicago Tribune published poll results on Saturday, asking registered voters who have kids
in public schools who they would
vote for. Of the 712 who participated, 52 percent said they would
vote for Garcia, while 33 percent
said they would vote for Emanuel,
while 14 percent were undecided.
Hawes, who organized the
trip for the students, felt that this
is a really good way for students
who are registered to vote early,
rather than waiting until next
Tuesday, or not doing so at all.
Not many schools think about
organizing trips for students to go
and participate in a real election.
“I love that we do have reg-

Above: Students who
participated in the latest
Voting Project initiative
capture the moment while
displaying their handmade
posters announcing the
importance of being a part of
the electoral process.
At right: Seniors Kristina
Echols and Jaylin Edwards
prepare to have their
registration paperwork
approved by an election
official during the trip to the
Woodson Regional Library.
(Photos by Brooke Leach)
istered students here that want a
change in the education system,
as well as adults that do,” Hawes
said. “Most students wouldn’t
even think about voting and
they’re really not paying attention
to what is even going on in the
world. But for the others who do
want to see a success in Chicago,
this is a really good way for them

EDITORIAL: OOPS, MY BAD
continued from page 2

Stay after school? Oh no,
it’s starting to feel really good
outside. I can’t do that.
Make-up work? LOL, if I
didn’t do it the first time, what
makes you think I gonna do
it the second time. Straight
trippin’!
I’m a distraction? They
can ignore me if they wanted.
That’s they fault. I honestly
don’t care, actually.
Extra credit? I’ll do it if it
doesn’t involve work. It does?

Oh, no thank you. Can you just
give me the credit?
It’s a week before report
cards? Yeah, I know, and I have
all F’s & a D. Can y’all help a girl
out? I’ll be quiet and not be on
my phone all week (sike!).
I’m way behind? Catch me
up! I don’t be doing anything. It’s
y’all fault for not being interesting! I’m a great student. Just ask
the teacher I got a D in.
I don’t understand why I’m
failing. I’m convinced y’all just

picking on me and I’m gonna
tell my momma.
Bring her up here? So y’all
can put lies in her ear? No.
I’m not gonna graduate
on time? I won’t be accepted
to the college that I wanted
to? I won’t be able to get a
decent job that actually pays
my bills?
All of this school and stuff
was important?
Oops. Can I get a doover?
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TALENT SHOW
continued from page 3

the talent show later that year
in April, I thought the show
was a success,” senior Nandi
Brantley said. “The best performance to me was the pom
pon team.”
There are great prizes
for the first, second, and third
place winners. The prize this
year is cash. The first place
winner earns $75, second
place wins $50, and third place
winner wins $25. The school
teams that are performing,
which are the pom pon team
and the Emeralds, won’t be
included in the prize category.

“I am on the pom pon
team, and we have a spectacular
performance for the talent show,”
senior Jazmine Bates said. “[However,] my team of seniors on the
pom pon is also going to perform
a remake of the Baby Beys [a
group of pom team members
who performed last year].”
The judges of the talent show
are friends of Senior Board sponsor and social science teacher
Katrina Richard, who is also a
veteran actress and vocalist.
The opinion of the audience
does not count, so it’s all up to
the judges; however, some think

that the students should be able
to cast ballots.
“I think the audience should
vote,” senior Kennedy Wash said.
“If these are our peers, and we
came out to do the supporting,
we should be able to vote for
the first, second, and third place
winners.”
The first place winner last
year was Nasir Baker, and he is
entering the talent show for a second time. A lot of people enjoyed
his dance performance and are
looking forward to seeing what
he’s going to do this year.
“I liked Nasir’s performance

because it was funny and entertaining,” junior Ashia May said.
“The whole crowd was going crazy and he deserved first place.”
The Baby Beys, with a choreographed dance routine, took
second and junior Anthony Davis,
who sang a solo, took third.
Some hope that there is
more than the usual acts, though.
“The talent shows is usually
decent, but I always expect more
than poetry, dancing, and singing,” senior Jeremiah Johnson
said. “There should also be more
of the student body performing in
the talent show.”

Last year’s first place
winner, Nasir Baker.

Debt climbs as some seniors ignore activity fee
By Jazmine Bates

S

eniors of 2015 must
pay off their mounting
school debt by May in order
to participate in any senior
activities, including prom and the
graduation ceremony.
Most of the students have
racked up quite a few dollars over
the past four years and are just
now realizing how much they owe.
“I forgot about that stuff
added to my debt until they gave
out debt slips recently, and I had
to express the amount with a
curse word,” senior Destiny Robinson said. “That’s just how much
it was.”
Deadlines are approaching
and less than half of the senior students are far from being debt-free.
“One-hundred ninety-five out
of 200 seniors still owe student
debt,” school treasurer Lena
Lehner said.
Two common charges that
contribute the most money to
debt are unpaid student activity
fees and sports fees.
The annual activity fee covers
numerous student affairs, even
though some students claim they
don’t know where the money goes.
“The activity fees are just too
much and I feel like it’s unnecessary; they’re basically just taking
our money because we don’t
know what it goes towards,”
senior Lawrence Smith said, who
has neglected to pay the fee for
four years.
In truth, the 2014-2015 Parent and Student Handbook spells
out precisely where the money is
spent, with nine categories listed
on Page 5.
The handbook explains that
out of the $150, the smallest portion of $7 is allocated for “Publicity
and public relations activities,”
while $10 goes to “Student Programming, counseling materials,”
and $20 is used to pay for “Student
Grade Reports to Parents.”
However, more tangible
items included in the fee are
the nine monthly issues of this
publication, EMPEHI News ($10),
and a copy of the annual school
yearbook ($45) delivered in May.
Some say that they are
financially unable to pay the fee
and then apply for a fee waiver.
However, those who get a fee
waiver do not receive a yearbook,
nor do those who simply neglect
to pay the fee.
Those who do get a fee waiver and want a yearbook need to

place an order and pay for it well
in advance of the May delivery
date, since fewer books are going
to be ordered this year, according to yearbook and newspaper
sponsor Keith Majeske.
“Every year it’s the same old
thing, with the yearbook ending
up owing more than is supposed
to be provided via activity fees,”
Majeske said. “We’ve actually ordered fewer yearbooks than there
are students the last few years,
but I think this year we’ll order
about 500 fewer than the 1350
students enrolled. It’s likely that
less than 1000 kids will pay the
$150 fee, so why bother buying
so many.”
Morgan Park might actually
be saving students from paying
more money than they think.
“Budget shortfalls have
prompted Medina Senior High
to impose fees on students who
enroll in many academic classes
and extracurricular activities,”
according to a 2011 Wall Street
Journal report. “The Dombis had
to pay to register their children
for basic courses such as Spanish I and Earth Sciences, to get
them into graded electives such
as band, and to allow them to run
cross-country and track. The family’s total tab for a year of public
education: $4,446.50.”
Student athletes are also
racking up money just by joining
an athletic team.
“Football fees made my debt
horrible,” Class of 2014 alum
Johnathan Harris. “I had to pay
a $150 fee for every year and on
top of that any piece of equipment that I didn’t turn in.”
Not only are the boys and
girls sports teams affected, but
also the dance and cheer teams.
“My debt went up another
$100 because of the sports fee
we’re required to pay for buses
to get to our performances,”
Robinson said.
More than half of senior
students owe an amount greater
than $100
“I’m not surprised, there’s
been people I know that owe
over $1000,” senior Porsha Hobdy said. “Mine is actually closer
to $1000 than it is to $100.”
Seniors are given two
checklists: one for senior prom
and another for graduation in
which debt ties into both.
“All students must submit
this card with the appropriate
signatures, stamps in order to
purchase prom and/or luncheon

tickets,” according to a copy of
the MPHS Senior Checklist. “Tickets will not be sold to students
without a completed card.”
For a few students prom
isn’t a priority, but participating in the graduation ceremony
most definitely is, and should be
concerned about paying off their
debt quickly.
“Students will receive their
diploma, but, unfortunately, will
not be able to participate in the
graduation ceremony [if their
debts are not cleared],” Lehner
said. “I would advise seniors to
meet that deadline.”
School fees at MP appear
to be on the low side when
compared to those mandated at
other schools around the country,
according to an NBC News story

published on their website in
August.
“Fees can be steep. Lake
Forest High School in Illinois
lists on its website a required
‘tech/consumable supply fee’ of
$246 and another $190 in optional fees,” the report explains.
“Another Chicago-area school
district, Waukegan Public School
60, charges returning student
registration fees between $75
and $180, with rates that climb
higher the longer the parents wait
to pay.”
There are many schools that
even have fees that are activityspecific--and expensive.
“In Huber Heights, Ohio, a
plan to raise the fee to participate
in sports from $225 to $750 —
that’s per kid, per sport — was

scrapped after a public outcry,
and the fee was increased to
$428 instead,” the NBC reports
states.
And compared to some
schools in CPS, MP seems
downright cheap. Schools like
Kenwood Academy charges a fee
in what appears to be essentially
each and every course. Social
Studies ($10), Art ($25), English
($10), Journal- ism ($15), Physical Education ($10), Mathematics
($10), World Language ($7-$33,
depending on the course), Music
($25-$50), Science ($10-$20),
AVID ($20), Education-to-Careers
($25), and a $135 Activity Fee.
And for those complaining
that the $150 MP fee is too much,
try comparing that to Jones College Prep; their’s is $300.

Yearbook distribution
is tentatively planned
for Wed., May 27
during 8th period.
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Non-MP locks removed
By YataMek Radcliffe

U

napproved locks
were removed from
student lockers earlier last month,
claiming it was a safety issue,
officials said.
After multiple public address
system announcements were
made to warn students that all
locks that were not purchased
through the school would be cut
off, engineers walked through the
building, beginning on Tuesday,
March 3 during administration of
the ACT to juniors.
Most students seemed unclear as to the reasoning behind
the lock removal, but assistant

principal Andre Lodre explained
the need.
“Morgan Park locks are
green-and-white with a key in
the back so administration can
do lockers searches,” Lodre said.
“Students should [also] be in the
lockers that their division teachers
assigned them, so their teachers
can come out the class and check
on them.”
During the week of the ACT,
security guards walked around the
school, writing down the numbers
of lockers that had unapproved
locks. Apparently, many students
neglected or ignored the warning
to replace their non-MP lock, only
to find their locker held closed

with a plastic zip-tie, while others
still were unable to even reopen
their locker.
Plenty of personal items, and
just plain junk, was removed from
the lockers that were cut.
“We started in the football
hallway,” head engineer Michael
Cox said. “We have over 50 bags
of garbage just from cleaning the
football hallway lockers. Everything in the lockers we put to the
side.”
Mustangs who had their lock
cut off have been told to report
to the Main Office before school,
during their lunch period, or
promptly after school to purchase
a green-and-white lock for $5.

SPAC WINNERS
continued from page 3

categories; the other areas
for judging are in electronic
media, such as broadcast and
website-related journalism,
both of which MP has no presence. Lane Tech earned five
awards of their awards in the
electronic areas.
However, only Marist High
School (a private school) and
Lane Tech earned the top spot
for the coveted Overall Newspaper, which was different
from last year when MP took it
again for three years straight.
This was especially frustrating for the advisor, journalism teacher Keith Majeske.
“I was disappointed that
we didn’t even get acknowledged with an Excellent in
Overall Newspaper,” Majeske
said, “especially when the
layout hasn’t changed in all
these years, and we boast such
strong content, as indicated by
the many awards we won for our
students’ writing. I don’t get it.”
For Overall Newspaper entry, judges wrote in the awards
booklet, which offers comments
for why entries earned—or
didn’t earn—specific awards,
that EMPEHI News features
“good contact, nice look, although front page occasionally
looks cluttered. Robust sports
section with good variety in
sports covered.”
Other journalism programs
that competed this year were
Walter Payton College Prep (7
awards,) Steinmetz (7), Whitney
Young (10), Taft (7), Mother
McAuley (7), Marist (7), Phoenix
Military (5), and EPIC (7).
In addition to earning
a superior rating for sports
feature story and sports photo,
reporter Jalisa Brown took
home a total of four awards,

the last two were for Sports News
Story (Excellent) and for Computer Graphics (Excellent).
“The awards were nice, they
just weren’t the award I was looking
forward to,” she said. “I was happy
to get the four awards, and I liked
the way everybody was cheering for me and the reaction from
everybody after the read my letter,
but the award I really wanted was
Journalist of the Year. It’s so crazy
that I won all of those awards, but
that one and the young lady that
won Journalist of the Year didn’t
win even one award.”
In order to win the Journalist
of the Year award, which comes
with a $1,000 scholarship, an advisor must nominate a senior student who has done the most for
the school’s publication this year.
Majeske also nominated the
principal, Dr. Carolyn Epps, for
Principal of the Year, who won the
honor which included a plaque
and a $500 check for the journalism program.
The nomination qualifications
are based upon those who “actively support advisers and journalism teachers; cultivate and maintain
positive working relations with
student staffs, advisers and teachers; [and for] outstanding support
for scholastic media,” according to
the SPAC/McCormick Principal of
the Year nomination form criteria.
Additional staffers whose
work was judged as “Excellent” including the following: seniors Nia
Johnson and Larie Strong (New
Story), senior Danielle Washington and Timia Strickland (General
Feature Story), senior Alex Glenn
(Original Editorial Cartoon), senior
Karrington Taylor and Rachelle
Hampton (Humorous Article).
After taking the Metra at
7:30 a.m. to the LaSalle Street
Station, the group’s first stop was

The November issue of
EMPEHI News was rated
Excellent in Overall Layout.
the SPAC meeting at Roosevelt University where they
were served breakfast and
where able to attend different workshops about how
to become journalist. Some
topics included Creative Ways
to Blog Your Stories, Generating Stories, and The Power of
Good Photos.
At 9:30 a.m., the write-off
competition (news, features,
editorial, and sports) was held
where the students were given
some facts and quotes. Students in each category had to
develop a story of no more than
250 words in under one hour
based on the information given.
Strong, Johnson, Brown and
Brittani Shade all competed but
no one took home first place.
By 12:30 p.m., all of the
students and advisors met at
the Chicago Cultural Center for
a luncheon and awards. After
a guest speaker, Jeff McCarter,
founder and executive director,
Free Spirit Media.

SPORTS

Student attendance
rate appears to slip
By Omari Smith
and John Secrest

M

organ Park
students’
attendance rate appears to
have fallen considerably from
last year, and some have
offered advice to improve it.
The daily attendance rate
is currently around 88 to 89
percent, while, according to
the 2014 School Quality Rating Report (SQR), the Average
Daily Attendance Rate was an
amazing 96.1 percent, one of
the few highlights on the Level
2-ranked data report.
Comparatively speaking,
Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences SQR (Level
1) showed a 94.2 percent rate,
Gwendolyn Brooks College
Prep (Level 1+) had a 90.5 percent, Simeon Career Academy
(Level 2+) had an 87.3, and
Julian (Level 3) had a 76.4.
What causes a low attendance rate? Cutting class
or having unexcused absences
and tardiness all negatively
affects the rate.
MP typically boasted
higher rates in the early 2000s.
According to a 2002 Illinois
School Report Card, the attendance rate was 91.2 with an
enrollment of 2,116 students,
as opposed to only around
1,350 today.
However, until September
2005, the students were able
to enjoy “open campus,” or
the freedom to leave school
grounds, during their lunch
period. So even with the
opportunity to go outside of
the school, giving some the
tempting opportunity to not
return to class, students still
had better attendance then
than they do today with a
closed campus.
But there have been some
bright spots, attendance-wise,
even in the shadow of bad
behavior.
“When we had that fire
alarm pulled [recently], all the
students came back,” assistant
principal Andre Lodre said. “I
have been in every high school
more than once in the whole
city of Chicago in Central Office, [and] the majority of kids
from Morgan Park came back
[after going outside] and went
to their last period of the day.
That’s encouraging.”
Tardiness is a serious attendance problem for kids at

Morgan Park, and the administration is considering various
efforts to reduce it.
“We had a morning detention when I was here back
in the day, and when [students]
came late, we took their IDs
and the machine gave them
a temporary and they had to
serve a detention the next
day,” Lodre said. “We are
thinking about going back to
that next year.”
Many students, however,
are committed to doing what’s
right and get to class on-time.
“I don’t cut school, nor am
I tardy--not even for first period,” junior Raven Smith said.
But she admitted that
many of her peers aren’t as
focused on being educated.
“Most juniors aren’t as
serious about school, and they
just cut classes, walk around,
and leave.”
How could the school get
kids to go to class on time,
some people wonder? What
incentives could be effective?
“More punishment would
not work,” senior Casey Smith
said. “Neither would prizes
for perfect attendance, either.
Extra credit would work because kids seem to do stuff to
make their grades look good.
Students are not going to like
prizes or pizza parties because
some people feel like, ‘Well, I
can get my own pizza.’”
Since such a large percentage of tardies are generated for first period, Casey
suggests that perhaps the
start time for the day should
change.
“If the start time was different, like, if we started at 8
o’clock, I would have enough
rest to get to school at 8 on a
regular basis,” Smith said.
But, as junior Smith suggested, realizing the importance of being in school might
be the most effective way of
getting students seated in class
on a daily basis. Seniors typically are struck by this reality when
they see graduation—and their
future—on the horizon.
In fact, one senior, who
admitted to being truant
and tardy pretty regularly as
an underclassman, now said
he’s turned that bad behavior
around--mostly.
“I used to ditch majority
of my classes,” senior Dwaine
Marshall said, “but now I’m
going to basically all my classes and I’m barely ditching.”

Coding is key skill to learn for future career
By Stephen Green

“C

omputer
programmers and
software developers already make
more money than the average
American — and while many
jobs aren’t coming back, the
job outlook for programmers is
great,” House Majority Leader

Eric Cantor said, according to an
online report from National Public
Radio.
Coding is the ability to read
and write a machine language
as well as to think computationally. Learning to code can lead to
outputs valuable in and of themselves, but the process of learning
to code also develops problem-

solving skills, (digital) confidence,
and helps young people understand the world around them.
Employment of computer
and software programmers is
projected to grow 8 percent
from 2012 to 2022. Computer
programming can be done from
anywhere in the world.
This school year, one of the

new classes that is being offered
is a coding/programming class
taught by John Genell, a technology teacher.
“I formidably believe that
programming and coding might
not prepare you for a job without more training but it teaches
students how to think and how to
problem solve,” he said. “Most of

my students that I taught programming before in IB have come
back and said they think better
than the other students that are at
their school. When in business, it’s
all about problem solving and our
school is more than prepared for

Please turn to page 7 for
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Students, staff look forward to spring vacation
By Deont’e Taylor
and Dazesha Williams

S

tudents and faculty can’t
wait to relax over spring
break because many agree that
this has been a stressful school
year at Morgan Park.
Teachers and students are
planning to do various things to
keep busy and relax over spring
break, which, at least for students,
starts this Friday, on April 3—
thanks to a Staff Development
Day--which is a non-attendance
day. However, many staff might
start their vacation a day early,
taking the day--which is observed
by Christians as Good Friday--as a
religious holiday.
Usually, people go on vacation out of town or visit family, but

a trend right now for seniors is to
visit college campuses. Seniors
like Dequan Hoover and Raynard
Parham are going to North Carolina A&T State University.
“I’m really not doing much
over the break, but going to
North Carolina A&T to see the
campus and hang out with some
people who are attending the university,” Hoover said. “I really feel
that this spring break is needed
because senior year is stressing
me out, and I feel that we all just
need a decent break to relax from
all this school work.”
Parham is also taking a trip to
NCAT to see friends and see what
the college life is like.
“I have friends down on campus and they are going to show
me around and maybe take me
to a couple of parties,” Parham

said. “I heard the parties down
there be bussing, so I hope they
take me to a couple. This is highly
needed because school has been
stressful to the max.”
Students aren’t the only
people ready to “turn up” over
the break; teachers are just as
stressed as the kids. Teachers like
Gerald Winston and Alvin James
have a special way of relaxing
over this free time.
“I’m going to New York to be
with family and going to be relaxing,” James said. “I’m also going
to [relax with an adult beverage]
because I’m just as stressed as
my students. I wish the break was
longer.”
Not so long ago, Morgan
Park students and staff did,
indeed, have an extended spring
vacation. When the school first

CODING SKILL
continued from page 6

this type of class.”
One of the things they use
in class is “Hour of Code”. The
“Hour of Code” is a nationwide
initiative by CSEdWeek and
code.org to introduce computer programming to 10 million
students and encourage them
to learn programming.
“The purpose of the Hour
of Code is to attract kids into
the computer field and taking
code and gaming classes,”
Genell said. “Some enjoy it
when they learn about it and
some don’t. There are millions
of jobs dealing with computer
science and need to be filled
by these students that enjoy it
and want to go on and major
in computer science.”
Genell heard about the
website last year from CTE (Career and Tech Education). There
was a big push for them doing it.
“This year, I’m teaching Exploring Computer Science which
is sponsored by the people that
help create the website,” he

said. “On the website is my whole
curriculum that I teach.”
Over the summer, he went
to training classes and is currently
attending four additional training
classes on Saturdays. He will also
attend more next summer.
“In my class, it is not just programming,” Genell said. “It’s not
about computers, it is about computing. You don’t even need to do
all the things on the computer.”
One of the assignments they
had to do was they had to show
how computers sort by using
hangers and clips to weigh different things.
“Computers can only compare two things at a time,” he
said. “If there is a list there are
different ways to sort them. When
they finish the class they will have
a real basis of what computers is
all about.”
Senior Deloris Chester feels
the assignments can be difficult at
times but is fun overall.
“Sometimes you have to create things in games or you gotta

beat the obstacles in a certain
amount of time,” she said. “The
games can be very sneaky and
not tell you exactly what you
had to do and give you small
hints. It was okay, overall.”
Naomi Cobbs, a sophomore, thinks the assignments
are complicated but pretty
interesting.
“One time we had to
create codes to get from one
place to another,” Cobbs said.
“I always feel accomplished
at the end when I finish a very
hard problem. It always keeps
me thinking.”
On the other hand,
sophomore Gerald Scales
thinks the assignments are
pretty easy.
“There was only one
time I thought the assignment
was had,” he said. “There
was something dealing with
numbers and there was a sub.
When Mr. Genell is there, we
can always ask for his help
sometimes.”

Acceptances roll in for college-bound
By Braylyn Brown

A

s seniors are getting
exponentially excited
about planning what to wear for
prom and graduation, they’re
also thrilled about finally knowing
what college they’ll be attending
after leaving the walls of MPHS.
“I’m extremely excited to
leave Morgan Park after six long
years of good and bad memories,” senior Donald Harvey said.
“Even though I was nervous at
first about the whole college process, I’ve gotten [it] out the way
and ready to move on.”
Seniors face numerous applications opportunities, but get
only one first college acceptance
experience.
“When I opened the mail
from North Carolina AT&T State
University to see ‘Congratulations!’,
I was ecstatic!,” senior Kayla Lee
said. “I was so happy to know the
first school I was accepted to was
my number one choice.”

Even though such announcements are most commonly delivered through the U.S. postal mail
service, there are many others ways
to find out one’s collegiate fate.
“My first acceptance was
actually by accident for on-site
admissions with Southern Illinois
University in Edwardsville,” Harvey said. “ I didn’t even plan on
applying, but after talking to the
representatives at a past college
fair visit, I talked my way into my
first acceptance letter. This meant
that I knew I would definitely have
choices, which I believe is a very
important part of the process.”
While the acceptance excitement is still high, the thought
of starting over lingers on the
seniors’ mind.
“Being away from family,
friends, and the city will be hard to
deal with,” senior Karrington Taylor
said. “Adjusting to a new environment will be tough but worth it.”
Some may not have the
soon-to-be freshman jitters.

“Since I started in Morgan
Park as an Academic Center
student with about 60 students
in our class, to then staying
here through high school adding another 300, the thought of
change and starting over doesn’t
faze me,” senior De’Quan Hoover
said. “I love new beginnings.”
With new beginnings comes
new responsibilities, one of which
is seniors dealing with paying for
college.
“Even though having a big
flashy college experience would
be great, I’d rather not break my
parents’ wallet while doing it,”
senior Amanda Burton said. “I’ll
be going to school in the city
instead of out of state, applying
for scholarships and grants.”
Along with paying for it,
they have to make the decision
between what college they will
actually attend in August.

Please turn to page 8 for
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adopted the “full-year” Track E
calendar in September 2010, the
Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
calendar featured two weeks off
(April 11-22).
But then, in 2012, CPS reduced it to one week. When the
district returned entirely to Track
R, or the regular calendar for the
2013-14 school year, the single
week remained.
Another teacher is just going
to do routine activities.
“I’m not doing much but
housework over the break,” English
teacher Gerald Winston said. “I
need [to relax] because I have three
kids and they are on break with me.
The only special place I will be over
break is the hardware store.”
One of the most common
themes about spring vacation
is people wish it was longer.

Students like Dalvin Christians
and Kristina Echols wish the break
was longer but they aren’t doing
much but relaxing.
“I’m not going anywhere
over break,” Echols said. “I’m
planning my trip to Atlanta after
break, so this break I’m celebrating my birthday and hanging with
friends and boyfriend. I’m going
to be 18, so I might hit up the
clubs with my friends.”
Christians is not really doing
much over the break, but he
wants everybody to be careful
and not do anything dangerous.
“I hope everybody has a safe
break and stay out the streets,”
Christians said. “I know I’m going
to be hanging with my ladies and
going to out of town, but I haven’t
made my decision where yet. But,
again, be safe and have fun.”

YOUmedia provides
space for productive
after-school interests

On the YOUmedia Instagram page, teens show how they
learned HTML coding basics by remixing Mozilla’s X-Ray
Goggles webpage and learned how to write code to add
images. (Source: Instagram screenshot)
By Brittani Shade

C

hicago public
libraries offer a
center just for pre-teens and
teens to stay productive after
school and on weekends. The
new media center is called
YOUmedia, where teens can
work on projects, play games,
do homework, and even digital
media.
This center was introduced in 2009, and it was
the first space devoted to
high school teens, taking up
a 5,500-square-foot space on
the ground floor of the central
library, Harold Washington
Library Center, in downtown
Chicago.
In 2011, middle school
YOUmedia sites opened at
the Richard M. Daley, Lozano

and Thurgood Marshall library
branches. A fourth middle
school YOUmedia opened in
early 2013 at the Humboldt
Park branch.
In 2014, YOUmedia high
school sites expanded across
the city of Chicago at Albany
Park, Back of the Yards, Hall,
Legler, Sulzer Regional and
Woodson Regional. That
brought the total to 11 YOUmedia sites.
“YOUmedia operates as a
drop-in, out-of-school learning environment for teens to
develop skills in digital media,
STEM and making,” according to a Chicago Public Library
press release. “YOUmedia ap-

Please turn to page 8 for
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By Brittani Shade

H

aving caviar tastes with
McDonald’s french fry
money is what most high school
students have when it comes to
buying fashionable attire. Now
that prom season is here, seniors
and even juniors are talking
about their plans for “shutting

SCHOOL NEWS

the prom scene down” with these
extravagant dress and tux ideas.
A lot of talk about having the
most expensive luxury car that’ll
take your whole entire lifetime
and both of your legs to pay off,
designer shoes you see celebrities sporting in on TV and social
media, and custom suits and
dresses designed to break your

REVIEWS

bank plus tax is all that is heard
during this prom season.
Teens will typically spend an
estimate of a good $1000-plus on
prom, including car rental.
“While parents are still
footing more than half of the bill,
teens are picking up a bigger
share at an average of 44 percent
of prom costs,” according to

YOUMEDIA AT THE LIBRARY
continued from page 7

plies the practice of connected learning to our programming model. We encourage
participants to create rather
than consume, and teens are
encouraged to learn based on
self-interest through intergenerational and peer collaborations. We see the library as a
node on a teen’s pathway to
lifelong learning, and we connect teens to other learning
opportunities that will lead to
skill-building as well as college
and career development.”
Classes at each library
include game design, video
and photography developing,
graphic design, writing workshops, 3D printing, robotics,
coding, public art exploration,
fashion design, podcast and
music production. this work is
about helping teens explore
their interests in this safe
learning environment.
“It’s a new thing,” junior
Christopher Watkins said. “It’s
a place where they can paint,
read books, play on the Play
Station 4, get on the laptops.
It’s really creative and it’s a fun
space for everyone.”

YOUmedia recently opened
a teen center at the Carter G.
Woodson branch on the second
floor of the library.
“When we did early voting
at the Woodson library, they took
us up to the teen media center,”
senior Kris Herring said. “It was
really nice. The brightness of the
room made it feel really safe and
updated.”
Chicago rapper Chancelor
“Chance the Rapper” Bennett,
along with Chicago First Lady
Amy Rule and CPL Commissioner
Brian Bannon, celebrated the
opening of the South Side center
on February 18. Growing up in
Chicago’s Chatham neighborhood, Chance frequently went to
the media center at the Harold
Washington branch. There, he
got his start recording his first
mixtape, “10 Day.”
Now that the program has
ventured out to other areas,
specifically the south side, south
siders will get to be both productive and safe after school.
“I never knew that’s where my
favorite rapper started his success
from,” senior Larie Strong said. “I
think these teen spaces will benefit

everybody. I just might go up
there some time.”
The new location at
Woodson offers a new service
point for interested teens on
the south side, including many
of those teens that have had
to travel all the way to the
Loop location.
“I usually go up to the
Woodson library to draw
and use the macbooks for
the little robots, but I get
my homework done too,”
senior Oshana Goodrum said.
“Unfortunately, I can’t play an
instrument, but I would like
to use the label makers for
designing my own t-shirts.”
This sense of community,
along with peer relationships,
serves as a strong force for
driving teens to engage in
digital media in new ways.
“If you need a place to
just kinda relax, play video
games, or get homework
done I recommend going to a
YOUmedia center,” Goodrum
said. “You can be creative with
drawing or music or even learn
new things like robotics, which
was what I did.”

Study suggests more of today’s teens are spoiled
By Larie Strong
and Nia Johnson

I

f your mantra is simply,
“I want, I want, I want,”
then maybe this story applies
to you.
Many get the impression
that teens are becoming more
and more needy and self-absorbed, and, perhaps, flat-out
spoiled. And some at Morgan
Park see many of the upperclassmen with their expensive
clothes and shoes, top-of-theline cell phones, who drive cars
nicer than those in the teachers’ parking lot, and don’t do
much of anything to “earn”
these things, as strong indicators that support this belief.
“My definition of being
spoiled is getting what you
want whenever you want it,”
senior Johnathan McLin said. “I
would consider myself as being
spoiled to some extent because my mom really provides
for me, but I do have a job.”
In fact, a 2013 study
suggests that teens are more
materialistic and less interested in putting forth any real
effort to earn these rewards
today. Researchers used a
sample of more than 355,000
high school students who

participated in a “Monitoring the
Future” survey, an ongoing study
of the behaviors of adolescents
and teens that started in the mid1970s, published in the Personality and Social Psychology Bulletin.
According to the study, in
the late 1970s, 25 percent of
students surveyed admitted they
did not want to work hard, but by
the mid-2000s, that number had
jumped to 39 percent.
Perhaps a contributing factor
today is just that there is more of
everything.
Once upon a time, being
spoiled mainly meant that a child
got his or her way, and, perhaps
got some nice clothes or some
expensive jewelry or other trinkets.
But today’s vastly materialistic
world advertises what some consider wildly expensive: consider
the cost of cell phones and their
monthly contracts, video game
systems and the games themselves, various electronic gadgets
like Apple’s iPad, designer shoes
and clothing, and the growing
expense of personal beauty care
(think hair extensions).
Some say that they once
thought they were over-indulged,
but now have a different perspective.
“When I was a senior in high
school I would’ve considered myself as being spoiled,” said Phili-

cia Wheatley, a Morgan Park
alumnus. “I had a car, nice
clothes, and the best phone
and I was the second child out
of five. I don’t think it’s called
being spoiled, it’s just that
your parents want you to enjoy
your last year of high school,
so all of my sisters basically
got the same treatment.”
There seems to be some
type of confusion as to whether
or not most students are spoiled
or are merely independent.
“Ever since I’ve been in
high school, I made it so that I
can get everything I want,” senior Jeremiah Johnson said. “[I
work at the United Center], but
I haven’t asked my mom for
anything since eighth grade.”
In some cases the students are the only child and
may be affected by what is
commonly called “Only Child
Syndrome.”
“I have four sisters and
a brother, but I’m my father’s
only child, so I would consider
myself as being an only child,”
senior Timia Strickland said. “I
think I have ‘Only Child Syndrome.’ If one of my siblings
has something I want, I’m going to beg so I can get it too.”

Please turn to page 9 for
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a Money.CNN.com report last
spring. “West Coast families are
expecting to spend the most, at
an average of $1,125, while Midwestern families will spend the
least at an average $835, according to the survey.”
It appears that the big dance
isn’t so much about enjoying a
night out with a special someone;

it’s more about personal vanity
today.
“Prom has turned into a fashion show,” senior Amanda Burton
said. “It’s all about out-dressing
the next person, to be honest.”
Over the decades, prom has

Please turn to page 10 for
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COLLEGE-BOUND
continued from page 7

“I’ve been so indecisive on
where I really want to go in the
fall,” senior Brittani Shade said. “I
want to go a school where I can
focus, but still have fun.”
Some seniors are certain on
their whereabouts for college, for
other reasons than just college fun.
“I’ll be attending Texas
Southern University in the fall so
I can be away from home without
being too far from family,” senior

Lashawn Hamb said. “I have close
family members down south, so I
won’t be too homesick.”
All in all, seniors who have
been accepted to colleges to further their educations are ready to
open a new chapter in their lives.
“This will be the beginning
of something very great for me,
and knowing that it’s happening
in less than six months is nerveracking, yet exciting,” Hamb said.
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April Fools’ pranks range from harmless to hurtful
By Kennedy Wash
and Alexis Lowery

A

pril is the month when
everybody gets loose
and excited about the great
weather and other activities that
we can finally do since the snow
and cold weather are finally gone.
April 1st, or April Fools’ Day,
which is today, stands out, in
particular, as the only holiday that
celebrates foolishness and playing tricks on others.
Some have had their parents
play practical jokes on them.
“I was 15-years-old when
my daddy played the scariest
April Fools’ joke on me,” senior
Takeisha Freeman said. “We
were at my grandma’s house and
the lights went out and I was in
the bathroom. He start making
a lot of banging and screaming
sounds, yelling, saying, ‘Takeisha!
Stay in there! Don’t come out or
she’ll kill you! The ghost will kill
you! I was so scared I couldn’t
even cry I was so stuck.”
One student recalled his
prank, which, unfortunately,
failed.
“Last year, I played a weak
April Fools’ joke on my mama,”

junior Jarrin Randall said. “I put
a fake spider on her bed thinking it would really scare her, but
it didn’t. She just laughed like,
‘Boy, get this fake mess up out of
here.’”
One senior remembered a
time someone tried to fool him
with some doctored cookies.
“I forget what year it was,
but my sister played the worst
April Fools’ prank on me,” senior
Matthew Glass said. “She put
toothpaste in my Oreos, but it
was so obvious and messy. I’m
just looking like, ‘Girl, is you slow?
I’m not stupid.’ She really thought
I was about to eat them cookies
smelling like straight mint.”
Apparently, many popular
gags deal with food.
“Me and my friends had
gone to Portillo’s our freshman
year, and every time somebody
would go to the bathroom we
would put salt in their drink,”
senior Rachelle Hampton said.
“Takeisha was the only one who
choked really bad. We thought
she was dying. It was so funny.”
Some so-called jokes can go
to far, though.
“I was real young, I forgot
how old I was, but my mama told
me my dog died,” junior Deon

Thomas said. “My dog is my best
friend, so I was really hurt. It was
not funny at all. That was the worst
April Fools prank played on me.”
Another students experiences another example of heartfelt
cruelty.
“Last year on April Fools’ my
girlfriend said she was leaving me
for my friend,” freshman Sayeed
Ghazzali said. “I, lowkey, was
about to cry. It took her the whole
day to say April Fools.”
Sometimes a hoax can have
unintended consequences.
“I told my boyfriend I was
pregnant and he believed me,”
student Lakiyah Keys said, “and
then he broke up with me.”
Even some staff members
can pull one over on students.
“Last year on April Fools, we
were at lunch and I was eating a
sandwich, and security was like,
‘Jason, your brother is in the
hospital, so go to the office hurry
up run quick,” sophomore Jashon
Shelton said. “I get to running
and go get my stuff out my locker,
then I had gone back towards
the lunchroom, and they just start
laughing at me and was like, ‘Boy,
it’s just a joke. I was so mad.”
And just a word of warning
if you’re planning a prank: Don’t

Bad manners becoming bad habits for some
By Chardaé Capler
and Ange Nlome

S

tudents often get
bumped in the
hallway, teased about, and even
pick fights with each other.
Sounds familiar, doesn’t it?
Many teachers, and even
some students, have seen dramatic changes in this school of
students’ behaviors over the
years. It seems as if it continues to get worse and worse.
As reported by online
community Stage of Life,
many teens were asked to give
their reasons on why students
behave atrociously. More than
half of the teens agreed with
the most common factors that
result to the biggest changes
in students’ attitudes.
“When asked where they
learned ‘bad manners,’ the
top three ranked answers were
media (69 percent), school (65

percent), [and] friends (61 percent),” according to the website.
Other websites believe that
there are many contributing factors as to why teen actions have
exacerbated. Most teens in this
case could relate to these everyday aspects.
“If teens see violence at
home, in the movies, in video
games, or on the street, they
are more inclined to copy such
behavior,” according to informational website TeenHelp.com.
“Others, who experience bullying or teasing, become enraged
enough to begin acting out in
revenge.”
Although, it can be argued
that there are more justifiable
reasons for student misbehavior
that the students cannot help.
According to the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), teen violence can
also be caused by frustration due
to learning disorders, emotional
distress, or attention deficits. In

some cases teens do not know
how to appropriately channel
their frustrations and act out in
anger as a form of release.
Students feel that teens’
poor actions have also increased for as long as they’ve
attended high school. Unfortunately, there may be no
breaking the cycle.
“They have become very
reckless,” junior, Jasmine
Campbell said. “I honestly feel
like it’s just the way how [today
is]. It will get worse, because
the incoming [freshmen] are
going to look up to the upperclassmen [and see that they]
are already reckless and the
cycle is going to continue.”
Other students seem
like they are fed up with the
increasing amount of recklessness occurring throughout the
school.
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mess with a girl’s hair.
“The best joke I ever played
on April Fools’ Day was on my
best friend,” sophomore Toya
Freeman said. “I had brought
some tracks to school and had
this boy wrap the tracks in his
hand and act like he cut a chunk

of her hair off. It was so funny,
it was the laugh of the school.
She started crying, going crazy,
about to fight the boy. I couldn’t
even say April Fools’ because I
was laughing so hard. The boy
told her though when she started
swinging.”

Wikipedia info likely questionable today

In 2007, Wikipedia’s main page was altered as an April
Fools’ joke, providing unlikely biographical information
for U.S. President George Washington. The online
encyclopedia anyone can edit, has been the target of joke
contributions since its launch in 2001, but April Fools’
Day has proved to be a popular target for internet hoaxes.
In 2006, the pranksters got technical and swapped the
“protect” and “delete” buttons on every page, so that
anyone trying to guard an article from future editing would
inadvertently delete it.

SPOILED TEENS
continued from page 8

Most students also have a
“backup plan” if their parents
finally tells them no.
“I have my grandmother, my
aunts, and uncles, my friends, and
my boyfriend even spoils me,”
senior Gabby Holland said.
Some parents seem to
believe that the students aren’t
necessarily spoiled, but it’s the
simple fact that their parents are
better off financially than parents
were in earlier generations.
“I wouldn’t necessarily call
the kids spoiled,” Larry Strong Jr.
said, a parent of a senior student.
“I just feel like the parents are
financially stable which makes
them want to give their children
the best that they have to offer.”

Although some students
aren’t the only child, they still
seem to get what they want regardless of the circumstances.
From a personal experience,
I [Larie Strong] can say that I have
four older sisters and two nieces.
Even though there are a lot of us,
my parents never tell us no. They
do what they have to do in order
to keep us happy, but I would
have to admit that I am spoiled.
Similarly, I [Nia Johnson]
would consider myself as being spoiled. I have two younger
brothers and two older sisters,
which makes me the middle child
along with being the baby girl, so
I strive to get whatever I want and
whatever I want is what I get.

Many love to celebrate their birthday to excess
By Braylyn Brown

S

tudents love when
their birthdays come
around for special treatment for
the day from their beloved best
friends who all showcase different
traditions to celebrate their day.
“When my best friend’s birthday comes around, I like to rally up
all my friends together to dress up
and have a mini photoshoot in the
hall,” senior Jessica Jackson said.
“It’s fun to act like the Tyra Banks’s
Top Model for their day.”

Some students like to display
to the whole school it’s their
friend’s birthday with decorations.
“Every year, I like to decorate my close friend’s locker with
her pictures and birthday signs,”
senior Brittany Shade said. “That
way everyone knows it’s her/his
birthday and sign her locker with
birthday wishes.”
Some students like to even
plan an impromptu lunchroom
party for their besties.
“Without letting the word
get out to them, my friends and I

would buy a bunch of their favorite
junk food and a big cupcake for
our best friend,” senior De’Quan
Hoover said. “We’d even get the
lunchroom to sing them ‘Happy
Birthday.’ I think it’s nice way to
surprise them on a budget.”
Not all students’ birthday
land on a weekday though, but
their close friends will still find
ways to honor their day.
“Since my best friend’s birthday
isn’t on a day we’re in school, I
like to take her out and spent the
whole day with her,” senior Lashawn

Hamb.” From getting our nails
done, going out to eat, or what ever
she’d like to do; I just want to be
there to create memories with her
we’d reminisce on later.”
Everybody loves gifts on their
birthday, and most students think
that their best friends give the
best ones.
“I know my best friend like
the back of my hands, so shopping for their birthday gift is always
fun time,” senior Kayla Lee said.
“I think you should always get
something that they’ll like, some-

thing sentimental to represent your
friendship, or if you’re lost; just get
them their favorite food, money,
and a birthday card. Food and
money is always a great gift.”
If you’re still lost on what to
do for your best friend’s birthday,
there are countless blogs that
give birthday celebration ideas;
one of which is eHow.com.
“Plan something special

Please turn to page 10 for
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Baseball faces cold snap to start season
By Christopher Parker
Anfernee Robinson

C

hicago’s weather is
extremely wishy-washy,
especially during the spring, but
this spring is beginning to be very
unusual, and is impacting the
baseball team’s season a bit.
Mustang baseball players, who
are defending their first-ever Public
League championship title, were
prepared to play their first game,
late last month, but were saddened
to hear that their opponents’
coaches cancelled the game due to
the inclement weather.
“I was beyond pumped for our
first game of the season,” senior
first baseman Larry Warr said. “It’s
the first game of my senior year,
and I found out two hours before
the game was supposed to start
that we weren’t going to be able
to have our game because of the
cold weather. [Then, a] couple of
days ago, the sun was out, birds
were chirping, and we were out on
the field practicing in 60 degree
weather; now we turn around and

it’s 25 and 30 degrees out.”
They weren’t all the way out
of luck because they had a game
in the next few days, but it wasn’t
exactly baseball whether thanks
to a 39-degree temperature.
“Before the game, the rest of
the team and myself layered up,”
senior back catcher Duane Campbell said. “We had on tights,
long sleeves, and masks so we
wouldn’t get too cold. It warmed
up while we were running around
and stretching before the game.”
But the team fought through
the challenging conditions.
“This was one of the coldest
games I ever played in,” Campbell
said, “but it was obviously worth it
because we received the win.”
In fact, the Mustangs beat
Lincoln Park by a score of 8-3,
despite the cold, windy weather.
“The team played as if it was
their 30th game of the season,”
head coach Ernest Radcliffe said.
“They knew all their signals, were
very aggressive at the plate, and
attacked the ball hard on defense.
The weather seemed to have no

B-DAY CELEBRATIONS
continued from page 9

for your friend’s birthday to let
her know how much she means
to you,” according to Janece
Bass, eHow contributor. “Nearly
everyone enjoys being appreciated on their ‘special’ day, whether
it’s a small gift, a huge party or
an activity for just the two of you.
Whatever you decide to do should
be based on her personality, how
close you are and your budget.”

All in all, everyone likes to be
treated like royalty on their birthday, and having a good friends to
spend it with can make it feel like
a movie.
“The only people I want to be
around on my birthday are my best
friends and family,” Hamb said.
“They always make it their mission
to keep me smiling the whole day
and make the best memories.”

BAD BEHAVIOR
continued from page 9

“I am just so ready to graduate,” senior Dequan Hoover said.
“Folks in this school don’t even care
anymore. They do whatever and say
whatever they want now and don’t
care about the consequences.”
Another cause for the students’
bad behavior is their loss of interest
in their own education, which has
sadly been influenced by their peers.
“I feel like students today
don’t have any drive for education
anymore,” Campbell said. “It’s

because everybody is trying to fit
in when it’s really not that serious.”
Influence is essentially a big
part of the school’s problem with
misbehaving students.
“There are too many followers and not enough leaders,”
Hoover said. “We also need better leaders in this school, as far as
adults, who are willing to change
their approach on teaching and
help make the students more interested in learning in fun ways.”

PROM EXPENSES
continued from page 8

transformed tremendously from
a formal suit, tie, and traditional
gown dance to a red carpet
over-the-top fashion competition.
Nowadays, most of the dresses
are sleek, sexy, and fitted, showing
bare skin through large cutouts,
while most tuxes are very unique
and even designer-label. Schools
have even started to enforce strict
dress codes since styles for teens
have become too risqué.
It wasn’t always this way,
according to one teacher who is
also a graduate of MP.
“The prom dresses weren’t
sexy whatsoever,” said journalism
teacher and Class of 1983 alum
Keith Majeske. “They were very
long, not fitted, and they were
kinda ugly. There wasn’t as passionate a concern about how you
looked, but the guys had to wear
something that related color,

wise. The only thing I wore that
had the same color as my date’s
dress was my boutonniere.”
Today, with new technology
and Internet, social media has
become the number one spot for
what seems to be a “prom-etition”
against every high school junior
or senior everywhere, with Twitter
pages that post “prom-posal” pictures and prom send-off pictures
that were taken professionally.
“Our generation always
feels like they got something to
prove,” senior Christian Gaines
said. “They wanna be better than
the next person.”
But some appear more grounded in the whole prom experience.
“At the end of the day it
doesn’t matter,” senior Jessica
Jackson said. “It’s just a fashion
show and an after-party. What
else is it supposed to be?”

effect on my Mustang boys.”
Then, the Mustangs were supposed to have a game on Monday,
March 23 against the Corliss Trojans,
but once again, almighty Mother
Nature intervened and forced a
change of plans for that match-up,
by dropping nearly four inches of
heavy snow early that morning.
“My heart instantly dropped
and I was very confused when I
looked out of the window in my
room [that morning],” junior infielder Brian Nevells said. “Just the day
before the weather was nice, we
were practicing outside, and I was
ready for the game the next day.
Seeing all of that snow just ruined
my entire day. Everybody in school
was asking me what was wrong.”
In the next few weeks after
spring break, the weather is
expected to return to average
temperatures, which, for this time
of the year, should be around 60
degrees. Players are looking forward to warmer days on the field.
“Every night I’ve been watching the news to keep track of the
weather,” senior pitcher Josh

Third baseman Jonathan Hodo gets ready to fire the ball, while
sophomore outfielder Donivan Williams and junior baseman
Jameil Brown back him up, during a chilly March practice.
Jones said, “[and] seeing that
the temperature is going to get
warmer and back to regular, it excites me. I just hate missing games
[due to weather] because then
we have to go out of our way and
cancel something else to make up
that day, plus we find those things

out at the last minute.”
The baseball team won’t have
to worry about the possibility of
cold Chicago weather next week,
though. They will be traveling to
sunny Florida where it’s warm seemingly all the time to compete in a
tournament during spring break.

Kentucky a favorite of March Madness fans
Myles Jones
and Aaron Cook

I

n the month of March
it is a time of greatness
where college basketball
players shine and are most
exposed to pro scouts. March
Madness is time for big upsets.
One event associated
with March Madness is filling out the brackets. It has
become extremely common in
popular culture, even among
non-sports fans. It is thought
and estimated that millions of
Americans participate in the
watching contest every year.
The March Madness
bracket is the grid of all the
teams in the NCAA tournament and the path they have
to follow to the Final Four and
the championship game. It’s a
great competition because the
person who knows the most
doesn’t necessarily have an
edge on winning the tournament because upsets are so
common and the results are so
unpredictable.
Early in the tournament,
we asked students and staff

what they thought about the
NCAA and who they think will win
out of all the teams involved in
the brackets.
Boys varsity coach Nick Irvin
speculated on his former players
Kyle Davis (Dayton) and Wayne
Blackshear (Louisville).
“I think they are going to
do a great job and they will beat
their first round opponents,”
Irvin said. “I think Louisville will
make it to the Final Four if their
team comes together at the right
time.”
And the Cardinals almost did,
but fell to Michigan State, 76-70,
in the Elite Eight on Sunday.
Davis’ Dayton also lost to
Oklahoma, 72-66, but there is
another team that he expects to
go all the way.
“I want Kentucky to win it
all,” Coach Nick said, “and Duke
is my dark horse. The team that
will probably surprise me the
most is Michigan State; they got
all the pieces.”
Math teacher Lauren Phillips
is also a fan of college ball.
“I’m pulling for Wisconsin
right now,” Phillips said. “They
are the number one seed in the

BIG 10. I’m hoping they win
because I do not want Kentucky to win.”
In fact, this match-up is
on between Wisconsin and
Kentucky in the Final Four on
Saturday, April 4.
Phillips’ surprise of the
tournament?
“Louisville, number three,
are going to go farther than
what people think,” she said.
“Villanova [too], but I do not
think they will make it to the
Final Four.”
The math teacher is
generally right on both counts,
as Villanova fell to NC State,
71-68 early on.
Sports junkie and social
science teacher James Fitzgerald has three different brackets
going.
“I picked Kentucky twice
and I chose Iowa State for the
last one,” he said.
Iowa lost to Gonzaga 8768 in a mid-March round, while
his two surprises also were
knocked out: Wichita State lost
to Notre Dame, 81-70, and
Northern Iowa succumbed to
Louisville, 66-53.

More football players sign commitments
By William James

T

he Morgan Park
football Class of
2015 signing just added a new
addition to the many who were
recruited earlier this year to
attend various colleges and
universities around the nation.
Senior running back Jaylen
Edwards has now committed to
Concordia University St. Paul,
located in St. Paul, Minnesota.
Senior linebacker Kameron
Metts also committed to McK-

endree University, rescinding an
offer from Bridgton Academy.
Edwards had a solid senior
year, but missed a lot of the second half of the season because of
an ankle injury he sustained in a
conference championship game
against North Lawndale College
Prep. Youngstown State, North
Central College and Millikin
University, as well as Concordia
heavily recruited him.
“My decision came down to
who gave me the most money,”
Edwards said. “The coaches show

that they really want me, and
their team captain last year
is from Morgan Park, so they
know how good MP kids are.”
Concordia University’s
captain this past season was
2011 alum running back Tre
Spears who led his team in
rushing the past two seasons.
Though he hasn’t visited
yet, Edwards has signed his
national letter of intent.

Please turn to page 11 for

COMMITMENTS

OPINION

SPORTS

SCHOOL NEWS

Wednesday, April 1, 2015
EMPEHI News

FEATURES

REVIEWS

11

Swim instruction returns to phys ed class
By Briana Minued
and Shaquira Williams

A

fter a long hiatus,
Morgan Park officials
have reintroduced swimming as
part of the physical education
program.
Swim instruction has not
been a P.E. component at MP
in over 10 years after a series of
on-again, off-again pool-area
improvements and renovation
projects.
The last major pool renovation was conducted in the
2010-2011 school year, which
featured the installation of a new
waterproof membrane roof, a
dehumidifier unit, a unisex washroom, and remodeled washrooms
and locker rooms. The pool, itself,
was drained and completely
regrouted, plus new pumps,
lights, ladders, and lane hooks
were installed. The Department
of Facilities Capital Improvement
Program footed the approximately $1 million expense.
Despite the general disrepair
of the pool area, the work wasn’t
approved for that reason; it went
forward to fulfill the needs of the
American Disability Act (ADA).
The pool had to become accessible for people with special needs.
The locker room also had to be
redone to accommodate special

students’ needs, as well, despite
a large-scale ADA-mandated
remodeling in December 2006,
wrapping up in the spring.
Before then, the pool was
shut down for nearly a year when
improvements were underway
in early 2005 and weren’t completed until late fall, forcing even
the swim and water polo teams
to practice at Julian and Chicago
High School for Agricultural Sciences facilities.
Swimming was not an order
from the downtown offices but
it instead came from inside the
school.
“I thought introducing swimming as a requirement would be
good for the students,” phys.
ed. teacher Joel Ricks said. “Not
many students know how to
swim, so teaching them would be
a good idea. Once Dr. Epps approved it, I was ready to get the
program going.”
Once Dr. Epps approved
swim instruction, it then went to
aquatic director Gerald Winston
for approval.
“I thought it was a great to
teach the kids swimming because
many can’t swim,” Winston said.
“I [also] can recruit for the water
polo team now if more kids are
swimming.”
The next step was finding a
lifeguard that could be here on

Sophomore Ashley Dukes and Jeannettie Merchant take a break
in the deep end of the pool during their first period swim class.

COMMITMENTS
continued from page 10

“I plan on visiting over
spring break,” he said. “I’ve seen
pictures but I can’t wait to see it
for myself. I plan on making an
immediate impact on the team,
[and] I am doing everything in my
power to ensure that I play and
start as a true freshman.”
Edwards is also a four-year
member of the track team.
“I’m running track to stay in
shape and get faster for college,”
he said.
Head football coach Terry Atkins is happy that Edwards found
the right fit for himself.
“Jaylen is a special player,” the
coach said. “He is extremely fast
and can play multiple positions at
the college level. They are getting
a steal; Jaylen will be a great player
for them and get a free education-nothing beats that!”
Senior linebacker Kameron
Metts, a transfer student from Texas,
recently rescinded an offer from
Bridgton Academy Prep and committed to McKendree University.
Metts’ ACT score slowed
down his recruiting process, but
once he retook it and his score

jumped up 5 points, his phone
began ringing.
“After I got my new scores,
Coach Atkins let some schools
know who had previously recruited me, and Lindenwood University and McKendree offered me.”
Metts said. “My parents wanted
me to stay close, and when McKendree offered, my mom wanted
me to commit, so I did.”
Backing away from the other
school wasn’t hard for Metts.
“I actually left Bridgton a
voicemail, saying I wasn’t coming there about a week ago and
haven’t heard anything from them
since,” he said.
Metts enjoyed his final year of
high school football as a Mustang.
“This year was fun,” he said. “I
wish we could’ve won a city championship, but I loved being a part
of the team and starting on varsity.”
Metts played both outside
linebacker and defensive end for
a 4-4 attacking Mustang defense.
“I signed as a defensive end,”
he said. “I’ll redshirt and hope
to find some playing time as a
sophomore and start as a junior.”

duty to watch over the students in
the pool. The lifeguard, Terry Sullivan, who was hired is a Chicago
Park District lifeguard and trainer.
Sullivan is also the Morgan Park
girls water polo and swim team
coach. He’s employed by Fernwood Park, as well.
“I enjoy being the girls water
polo and swim coach,” Sullivan
said. “But now that I’m teaching
other students how to swim it’s
amazing.”
The lifeguard not only has
his skills to offer, but he’s willing
to help students that are of age
become summer camp lifeguards.
“I train people for the park
district to become park district
lifeguards,” Sullivan said. “Lifeguards start off making about
$13 an hour and I’m the one that
trains them. Once I train you, all
you do is have to pass the park
district test.”
Many things have changed
over the years since swimming
was once a requirement at MP.
“We had boys gym and girls
gym,” Journalism teacher Keith
Majeske said. “Girls swam with
girls and vice versa; the idea
that girls are in the pool area at
the same time as boys surprises
me—everything was separated
by gender back in the ‘80s and
before.”
Back then, all of the gym
classes were populated by
gender, regardless of the activity. However, a major reason for
keeping them segregated for
swimming was because there was
only one locker room. It wasn’t
until work was completed in 2007
that two separate changing rooms
were available.
Now, during the 52-minute
gym periods, it’s all co-ed and the
students don’t see any issue in it.
“We [boys and girls] all swim
together,” sophomore Annasia
Williams said. “We all play in gym
together. I enjoy interacting with
both my peers.”
Combining gym classes
hasn’t been the only change over
the years.

Lifeguard Terry Sullivan gives sophomore Alyssa Cheeks swim
instruction in the pool during her first period swim class with
physical education teacher Joel Ricks.
“The students who couldn’t
swim stayed in the shallow end,”
curriculum coordinator Jerry
Moore said. “If you could already
swim you had the opportunity to
goof off down in the deep end.”
Today, the program is more
meaningful.
“Sullivan has pretty much
everybody in the shallow working
on techniques,” sophomore Jermaine Anderson said. “The ones
that can swim are swimming laps,
but there’s no playing around in
the pool.”
Some really hope to gain a
skill they can use.
“I can’t swim at all, but I
hope to learn at the end of the
five weeks,” junior Stevlon said.
“I really don’t like getting in the
pool because I can’t swim, but if I
learn, I’ll be fine.”
Consequences for not
participating in swimming have
changed over the years, as well.
“If we don’t swim, we owe
Mr. Ricks a three-page paper,”
sophomore Michael Hawthorne
said. “Not for the whole week,
but for each day we don’t swim
we have to write a three-page
paper.”
Back in the old days, there
wasn’t much of a consequence.
“I didn’t swim for the five
weeks because I had an ear

infection,” IB coordinator Adrian
Hanes said. “I don’t remember
what I had to do to fill in for the
five weeks...so I assume it wasn’t
as bad as a three-page paper
everyday that I didn’t swim.”
However, jumping into the
pool isn’t something everyone
looks forward to.
“I don’t enjoy swimming everyday,” Anderson said. “It’s tiring
to get dressed and showering in
between classes.”
Female students claim to
have it worse than the guys.
“We [the girls] don’t like
getting our hair wet everyday,”
Williams said. “We hate getting
all dressed up at home and then
coming here to get into chlorine
and then having to sit in school
all day.”
It’s hoped that today’s students actually appreciate what
they have with the facility, which is
far different than it once was.
“The entire pool area was
essentially the same as it was up
through the early 2000s as it was
when it was first built in 1925,”
Majeske said, who is a Class of
’83 alum. “It was so gross--especially in the locker room—that the
P.E. teachers would sometimes
give us extra credit for each
cockroach we killed in the shower
area.”

THIRD PLACE FINISH
continued from page 12

which helped them to protect
their lead to the buzzer.
After a stellar performance
against Rockford Lutheran,
Randall finished with 34 points,
and he expressed gratitude
toward his fellow Mustangs for
their support.
“I got to thank the teammates,” he said. “They were
finding me when I was open,
delivering the ball.”
The record-setting performance landed him the Wisconsin Dells Payer of the Week.
Randall was not the only
Mustang to get hot and set a
record during the state finals.
Uncommitted senior point
guard Marcus LoVett went 20for-27, shooting for 45 points,
setting an IHSA record for
scoring in the semifinal.
It’s all just part of the
game, according to LoVett.
“I was just trying to do
what ever to help my team
win,” he said.

Winston enjoyed seeing
LoVett on the court and thinks he
will be great in college.
“Man, I love watching that
boy play,” he said.” “I wish he
would have come [to MP] earlier,
and I will be following him when
he goes off to college to play because he’s just instant excitement.”
LoVett finished the third
place game with only eight
points, but averaged almost 20
points this season, and made it
on the All-State first team and
will play in the Ball Is Life AllAmerican game in California later
this year. His college decision will
be announced soon after he takes
the ACT.
Junior guard Charles Moore
was a consistent player in the
closing game, scoring 17 points.
Moore liked his performance but
knows it has been better.
“I think I played hard,” he said,
“but I just couldn’t hit shots that I
normally [hit] in regular games, but
it was an okay performance.”

Winston is optimistic
about Moore and thinks he has
a lot to show next season.
“I’m the world’s biggest
Charlie Moore fan,” Winston
said. “I thought Charlie had an
exceptional season—this was
his real break-out season. I’m
really excited to see what he is
going to do next year.”
Junior Jamal Burton was a
fan favorite; he had 12 points
in the Mustangs final game.
Despite what must be
something of a disappointment, Coach Irvin feels good
about rallying for the third
place victory, but knows they
have a lot to work on for next
season.
With only three players
leaving, the Mustangs have a
great chance return to championship form, according to
Moore, saying the goal is the
same: To “[win] state, city,
and just getting better as an
individual.”
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Mustangs capture third place in Class 3A
Crusaders keep
three-peat out
of arm’s reach
in semifinal
By Jalisa Brown

“M

an, he was
unconscious.
He reminded me of like a young
Reggie Miller or Kobe Bryant. I
mean he had to see that basket like
it was the size of the lake and he
was throwing a golf ball into it; he
couldn’t miss. Awww, that man was
just on fire. I love that boy, Jarrin.”
This, according to big basketball fan and English teacher
Gerald Winston who offered his
reaction to the record-setting
performance of Jarrin Randall’s
ten 3-pointers in an IHSA state
finals game last month, which
contributed greatly to securing
the boys varsity basketball team’s
third place finish.
The two-time defending
Class 3A champion Mustangs’
season ended after dominating
Rockford Lutheran, 87-56, for the
third place trophy after falling
short of a third state championship.
This season, the Mustangs
finished with an overall record of
23-7, a conference record of 8-1,
and were ranked 8th in Illinois.
In Game 1 of the state semifinal during the Friday afternoon
game, there was apparently a
mix-up at the scorers’ table that
landed starter Randall on the
bench and senior forward Sam
Mack in the starting line up.
Mustangs head coach Nick
Irvin said he tried to get it corrected but was not allowed to.
“I tried to change it,” Irvin
said. “They told us we had to go
with that lineup instead of the
lineup we started in the past.”
That may have altered the
rhythm the Mustangs were used
to and what contributed to Randall’s scoreless game in the 82-74
loss to Belleville Althoff.
Things started off poorly
against the Crusaders, as they
quickly fell behind in the first
quarter, 21-8. Then despite various hard-fought runs, the Mustangs got the game within 10 at
the half, and even got within striking distance early in the fourth
quarter, being down 56-55.
Unfortunately, the Crusaders
were solid at the free throw line,

Jarrin Randall
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Jamal Burton
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