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School Quality Ranking falls to Level 2
MP slips from
‘good standing’
for second time
in three years

C

hicago Public School
(CPS) released districtwide school quality assessments
last month, ranking Morgan Park
High School as Level 2, returning
the school to a near-probation
status for the second time in three
years.
CPS’ 2014 School Quality
Rating Policy (SQRP) evaluation
of MP, which is based on multiple metric criteria, or indicators,
primarily including academic
progress, standardized test result
data, parent and student survey
completion, fell to the second
lowest level on the new five-point
scale.
After calculating weighted
points from 13 different categories from the 2013-2014 school
year, MP earned an overall
weighted score of 2.4 which falls
within the Level 2 band range of
2.0 and 2.9.
The top SQR is the coveted

1+, color-coded as a forest green,
followed by 1, shown as bright
green. The next is Level 2+,
indicated by bright yellow. These
top three ratings are all nonprobationary.
Those that suffer a form
of academic warning starts at
Level 2 (bright red), and then, at
the bottom of the scale, is the
dreaded Level 3 (dark brick red).
When examining the school’s
SQR, which is published for all
schools in the district on the CPS
website, the color-coded chart
indicates many categories fall at
the low end of the scale in the
two shades of red. Unfortunately,
the areas in which MP earned the
fewest points was in academic
metrics, including Explore, Plan
and ACT (EPAS) results, as well
as freshman (now sophomore)
course success.
“The primary reason we fell
was a decline in the Freshman on
Track Rate and lack of growth on
the Explore, Plan, ACT continuum,” curriculum coordinator
Gerald Moore said. “We are now
judged on how much students
grow from spring 8th grade
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How are local high schools performing?
The map below shows schools in the area of Morgan Park High School
and how they are performing, according to Chicago Public Schools’ (CPS)
School Quality Rating Policy (SQRP) in judging how well schools are
growing academically. All of the neighborhood and charter high schools
are judged as performing below average, while only the two selective
enrollment schools are ranked within the top of the five-level scale. None of
the schools were deemed Level 2, or average-performing. (Data based on
CPS 2013-2014 School Report Cards)
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Mentor program revived
to help freshmen get on track
By Larie Strong
and Nia Johnson

T

he Senior Mentor
program has returned
this school year to help guide
freshman on a road to success
and to help improve the
Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
tracked Freshman On Track
Rate (FOT).
Gerald Winston, teacher
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Senior mentors enjoy a pizza party held in the library
the week before vacation as a gesture to thank them for
volunteering to help with the Freshman On Track program.
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Twelve upperclassmen named
Illinois State Scholars

T

welve seniors were selected in early December as the
2015-2016 Illinois State Scholars and rank among the
top ten percent of Illinois students, according to the Illinois
Student Assistance Commission (ISAC).
The students are Kristina Echols, Stephen Green, Donald
Harvey, Victoria Jones, Candace Klyce, Davya McMillan, Bobbi
McSwine, AmyLynn Nelson, Bronson Roseboro, Taylor Stamps,
Necole Stokes, and Kyilah Terry.
Locally, Gwendolyn Brooks College Prep had 18, the
Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences had nine Illinois Scholars, Percy L. Julian High School had three, while
Simeon Career Academy and Hyde Park Career Academy
both had just one.
In contrast, the No. 1 school in the state, Northside College
Preparatory has 150 state scholars.
In 2014, 11 Mustangs made the cut, 14 in 2013, 11 in 2012,
15 in 2011, 14 in 2010, and 25 in 2009.
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Students lend a hand at local
adult day care, homeless shelter

Student volunteers help serve meals at the Pacific Garden
Mission homeless shelter during their visit last month.

E

nvision Unlimited Frick
Center, which serves
developmentally disabled clients
in an adult day care center in
West Englewood, hosted Morgan
Park students with Chicago Cares
for Jane Addams Service Day on
Wednesday, December 10, 2014.
During the event, Mustang
volunteers, led by teachers Ms.
Thornton and Mr. White, were
respectful towards the clients and
staff, and appeared to be fully
immersed in the service activities,
according to Envision coordinator
Cathy Jean-Baptiste.
“[Students] built rapport
with the clients and were active
participants in the activities including, art and crafts, dance, and
karaoke,” Jean-Baptiste wrote in
an email. “The clients were delighted to have new visitors at the
workshop and genuinely enjoyed
the students’ presence.”

The students had a great experience at the event and several
inquired about volunteering opportunities at the workshop.
On Friday, December 19th,
the Frick Center hosted its annual
Christmas party. This festive occasion was a good opportunity for the
students to interact with and celebrate the holidays with the clients.
Later in the month, Dr. Deborah Hawes, along with counselor
Ellen Bedore and teacher Angela
Gipson, coordinated a visit to the
Pacific Garden Mission, which is one
of the largest and oldest homeless
shelters in the city of Chicago, help
with their important program.
Student volunteers helped
to make over many of the beds
in the shelter, and later worked in
the kitchen to serve up soup and
sandwiches to hundreds of residents, set the tables, and clean
up after lunch.
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and head coordinator of the
ing is because the FOT, caused by
“I think that the reason
this year’s Sophomore Class, fell
why some of the freshmen
Freshman On Track Program,
helped to reinstitute this effort
from 74.7 percent in 2012-2013
aren’t doing well is because
to aid our failing freshman.
to 59 percent. This only earned
they’re either easily distracted
the school 1 point (unweighted)
or just want to fit in with the
“We needed the help,”
Winston said. “Originally,
out of a possible 5.
crowd,” mentor Tatiana Miller
teachers would be over the
Currently, the Class of 2018’s
said. “Hopefully, by the time
Freshman On Track program,
FOT rate is somewhat improved
they graduate, they motivate
at 67.9 percent. An FOT rate of
others to do well because they
but since teachers have five
70 percent to 79.9 percent earns
all have potential they just
classes, it made it harder for
the teachers to reach out to
a school 3 points (unweighted).
want to play around because
students during the day, so I
Freshman core failures are highest it’s freshman year.”
said ‘Why not choose the top
in science (32 percent), then math
There are a few of the
mentors who motivate their
seniors and have them do it?’” (24 percent), then social studies (20 percent), and English (15
freshmen by speaking from
The handpicked seniors
have a GPA of at least a 3.0,
percent).
personal experience.
exceptional grades, and feel
First-time freshman students
“The advice that I gave
as though they can handle
are considered on track at the
is that her freshman year
end of their freshman year if they
counts,” mentor Ari’elle Daniel
their school work, plus trying
accumulated at least five course
said. ”This is what starts you
to guide others.
“I think the program is
credits and failed no more than
off, and it will affect you when
beneficial to the freshmen
one semester course in a core
you’re applying to colleges in
because they are actually
subject (English, math, social
the future, so you need to get
showing improvement since
science, or science) during the
it together. I had to learn this
myself.”
the program started,” Senior school year.
Mentor Timia Strickland said.
The 9th grade students who
Just recently the host
“I have two students--one
actively participate in the proteachers of the Senior Menboy and one girl--and I meet
gram are actually showing a seritors had a meeting, during
with them at least three
ous improvement in their grades.
which the statement of “Eight
“I used to be failing six
or more percent and the
times a day to see if they
need help with homework,
classes and now I’m passing five,” freshmen will be back in the
do their homework, and if
said freshmen Natalie Stolenzyellow,” was made, meanthey have any other probbach-Pierce, who is the mentee of ing that the FOT rate will be
lems. I feels as though the
Strickland. “I just have to work on
at a more acceptable level,
according to CPS’s
program was
made so that
color-coded chart
[they] can have
on the new SQRP
“I really like it when a Senior Mentor
someone closer
chart.
comes to me all excited because her
to their age
Even better
freshman has raised a grade, or the
is the perception
talking to them,
teacher says there has been improveand speaking
that the seniors are
from personal
getting a sense of
ment. That’s all we’re here for...to
experience, to
satisfaction as a tumake a difference in a freshman’s life,
help motivate
tor and counselor.
one class period at a time.”
“Many of the
them.”
The coorsenior mentors
dinator is very
are really enjoy--FOT coordinator Gerald Winston
pleased with the
ing working with
the freshmen,”
effort put forth
by nearly all of the 65 seniors
two more classes, but it’s working. Winston added in his email.
who are participating as menI kind of feel like I have a stalker
“I really like it when a Senior
tors.
and it’s kind of funny, but it’s benMentor comes to me all
“Many of the senior menefiting me a lot.”
excited because her freshMentors feel as though they
man has raised a grade, or
tors are working really hard,”
Winston stated via an email.
are serving as a guardian figure
the teacher says there has
“They are meeting with the
that motivates the students who
been improvement. That’s
teachers to arrange remediaseem to need a positive push.
all we’re here for...to make
tion/credit recovery for the
“In some cases, the main
a difference in a freshman’s
reason why students are failing
life, one class period at a
students. Some are sitting
with the students during class
is because of the adults,” senior
time.”
to assist them and keep them
Mentor Karrington Taylor said.
And perhaps if the menon task. Others are sitting with
“Notice how students who are
tees continue to heed their
the freshmen during lunch
passing and more concerned
mentor’s words, MP might be
about their grades? They have
able to return to Good Standperiods to assist them with
homework. So, for all the time
an adult who believes in them,
ing on next year’s CPS Report
and effort these senior menmotivates them, and tries to push
Card.
tors have given, I decided to
them to do better, [so] that’s what
“My mentor tells me
say thank you with the pizza
I’m here to do. If they don’t have
to study harder and get my
that kind of motivation, I’ll be that grades up and it actually does
party.”
This program is despermotivation.”
motivate me,” said one freshately needed at this time, as
Some mentors have realized
man girl who asked to remain
CPS’s SQRP rating for MP fell
that most of the freshmen aren’t
anonymous. “Some students
to Level 2, the second lowest
lacking a push, but instead they
are failing because they don’t
care but I care, that’s why I’m
on the new five-tier scale. One just aren’t focusing on the right
of the reasons for the poor rat- things.
here.”

“
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Congratulatory letters from
ISAC have been sent to honorees, and the agency has provided personalized Certificates
of Achievement to each high
school for distribution, according to the organization’s press
release.
An Illinois State Scholar is
decided by the Illinois Student
Assistance Commission (ISAC)
based on their sixth semester class rank and ACT scores

from their junior year. The ISAC
receives the ACT scores directly
and schools send their class
ranks to ISAC.
The final decision on who
is a scholar is determined in
early December. The Illinois
Student Assistance Commission (ISAC) recognized 18,800
students from 671 different
high schools from across the
state as 2015-16 Illinois State
Scholars.

EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to the
editor. All letters must have a name and division number. We reserve the right to edit
all letters for mechanics, length, and content.
Please submit responses with name and division to Mr. Majeske or any member of the
newspaper, or to KEMajeske@cps.edu.
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Science fair winners announced
T

he annual local science
fair was held in the
south girls gymnasium earlier in
December, and the winners will
go on to compete at the regional
network fair this month.
The top winners in the Morgan Park high school-level are
sophomore Vontrice Bobo (1st
place, “Navigating With the Use
of IR Sensors”), sophomore Kapri
Dowdell (2nd, “Sounds Foggy to
Me”), junior Nefertia Jones (3rd,
“Dangerous Rain”), sophomore
Kaylen Poindexter (4th “The Effect of Colors on Light Transmission”), junior Jelani Hardy (5th,
“Football Head Protection”),
sophomore Arianna Boyd (6th
“The Effect of Supplements on
Plant Growth”), junior Tyra DePillars (7th, “Comparing Weight Difference in Pointe Shoes”), senior
Christopher Ileka (8th, ”Test the
Rainbow, Taste the Rainbow”),
junior David Street (9th, “Viscosity
Effect on Travel Time in Liquid”),
and freshman Marcell Ellis (10th,
“The Effect of Fruit on Gelatin’s
Protein”).
Among the Academic Center

(elementary) level, the winners
are all 8th graders: Ariel Avina
(1st, “Which Temperature Forms
the Best Crystals?”), Kendyll Cole
(2nd, “Give It A Lift With Which
Lever?”), Kimani Jackson (3rd,
“Keeping It Hot”), and Serena
Echols (4th, “Healthier Dense
Fruit”).
Avina retained her first place
spot from 2013.
Students were judged on
knowledge gained, scientific approach, experimental approach,
reliability of data, validity of conclusion, estimating experimental
error, originality, quality of visual
presentation, oral presentation,
and the written report.
Winners were determined by
the total points accumulated that
is closest to 100 percent. The maximum number of points that can
be earned is 99 points. 53 of the
points are based on the scientific
method and the overall Impression
of the project. Eight points are
based on display. Another eight
points are based on the oral presentation. The last 30 points are
based on the written report.

The high school students will
participate in the next competition at Chicago State University,
January 23, 2015. The Academic
Center students will participate in
the next competition at Kennedy
King College, January 29, 2015.
The 65th annual CPS Student
Science Fair will take place on
March 19-22 at the Museum of
Science and Industry. This year’s
theme is “Building on STEM.”
Students must design an
experiment to investigate a question or problem, or design or
develop a new model, computer
program, mathematical proof,
and so forth.
There are 16 different
categories that students may
develop a project: aerospace
science (including astronomy),
behavioral science, biochemistry, botany, chemistry, computer
science, earth science, electronics, engineering, environmental
science, health science, materials science (consumer science),
mathematics, microbiology
(including molecular biology),
physics, and zoology.

First place (high school-level): Vontrice Bobo, sophomore
Project: “Navigating With the Use of IR Sensors”

First place (elementary school-level): Ariel Avina (left), 8th grade
Project: “Which Temperature Forms the Best Crystals?”

MP teacher, alum
to retire next week

Annual band concert celebrates the season

Veteran IB music teacher Carol McDaniel captured with a
few of her students during an IB MYP Music Theory class.

Above: Instructor Shemeka Nash directs the concert band
during last month’s Christmas concert held in Blackwelder
Hall. Inset: Senior DeQuan Hoover plays a trombone solo.

By YataMek Radcliffe

D

on’t love Morgan
Park High School?
Could never see yourself ever
return to the Green and White
even for a visit?
While some may say that
today, there are others who
have made MP a major part
of their entire life; one such
person is music teacher Carol
McDaniel who will retire next
Monday--but doesn’t expect
to leave entirely.
McDaniel’s final retirement
date is Monday, January 12,
but she’s planning to return as
a substitute teacher once she
gets her physical health back.
Once she leaves fulltime employment, the music
teacher plans to do the things
she loves, including singing,
directing music courses, and
simply enjoying music itself.
Some students don’t
understand the reasoning for
McDaniel leaving MP, but with
the growing stress from the
job has finally reached it’s limit.
“It’s a bittersweet thing,”
she said. “I’m tired--emo-

tionally and physically. The
stress that I deal with on the
day-to-day basis has affected
me health-wise, but I’m really
going to miss those kids I’ve
inspired. As long as I’m residing in the neighborhood, and
as long as I’m breathing, I’m a
Mustang.”
One particular issue that
McDaniel has found disheartening in today’s world, is that
the youth doesn’t have the
same passion about being
educated as they once did.
“I am retiring because I’ve
put in 34 years of teaching and
things have changed drastically
from when I first started,” she
said. “Students used to come
to school motivated [students
didn’t talk in class or distract
the teacher], were competitive,
and respectful. Things have
changed; it’s a different breed
of kids.”
Before becoming a teacher, McDaniel graduated from
Bradley University with a BME

Please turn to page 8 for
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TO RETIRE

By Paul Gilbert II

T

he Morgan Park
bands performed
in the annual winter concert
on December 11th in the
auditorium.
The concert, which took
place in Blackwelder Hall,
featured members of the jazz
ensemble, beginning bands
and concert bands.
The concert began with
the “Star-Spangled Banner,”
played by senior Deonte Taylor, followed up by two songs,
“Santa Baby” and “Who Let
the Elves Out?”, performed by
the jazz ensemble, featuring
solos from seniors Kris Herring
and Raynard Parham Jr.
Next up was the beginning
band, which played several
Christmas favorites, including
a rendition of “Rudolph the
Red Nosed Reindeer,” by Daria
Mimes, Jada Payne, and player
Phoenix Barker.
Finally, the concert band
took the stage, with performances by the woodwind and
brass respectively, followed by

several famous Christmas songs,
such as “Joy to the World,”
“Deck the Halls,” and “This
Christmas.”
Most students went into their
performance feeling confident.
“I knew I was going to do
well because I was in the concert
last year,” junior and jazz band
member Alex Pye said.
For freshman Daniel Quinn,
style made the difference and
put him into a benevolent mood
before the concert.
“I felt really good going into
the concert,” Quinn said. “I was
in all black; I just knew I was going to be great that night.”
Part of the reason for this
confidence was the many hours
spent practicing. Freshman Jada
Payne said that she goes to
weekly practices to get better.
Quinn said that he also came immediately after school to practice
for several hours before he came
on stage.
Many members of beginning
band enjoyed the concert band’s
performance the most.
“I was starting to drift off,”
said Barker,” and then I heard

This Christmas come on, and I
immediately woke up and sang
‘This Christmas.’”
All in all, the bands had a
great performance, but some
of the performers took aim at
the beginners.
“[We] had the worst
performance out of everyone,”
Quinn said. “When you listen
to the recording, you here so
many squeaks it is ridiculous.”
Others believed that beginning band did well, considering many are novices at their
respective instruments.
“We were pretty decent,”
freshman Brandon London said.
“Some of us were on key.”
Barker considers even the
basics to be a step in the right
direction for beginning band
“I think [the beginning

Please turn to page 9 for

BAND CONCERT
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Many caught off-guard by lowered rating
By Shaquira Williams
and Briana Minued

M

any are dismayed
about the Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) School
Quality Rating Policy (SQRP)
results for MP, which fell to Level
2, due to poor results related to
academic growth among students
in the 2013-2014 school year.
“I’m disappointed that we
are back on probation,” data
coordinator Gerald Moore said.
SQRP, which was introduced
this school year, is a system that
helps a school determine where
they need to improve and why.
There are five tiers: Level 1+
(highest), Level 1, Level 2+, Level
2, and Level 3 (lowest).
Two years ago, MP first fell to
a Level 3 (based on an academic
decline in 2011-2012), which was
the lowest in the three-tier grading scale CPS used at the time.
This was the first time in school
history that MP went on a form of
academic probation.
After that shocking news,
school officials, teachers, and students fought very hard to improve
and was removed from probation
for the 2013-2014 year.
“We had been making strides
and working so hard,” Moore
said, referring to the ‘12-’13 year.
The Board explains how the
SQRP works in a 49-page handbook found on the CPS website:
“[The system] considers a

broad range of indicators of success, including, but not limited
to, student test score performance and student academic
growth, closing of achievement
gaps, school culture and climate,
attendance, graduation, and
preparation for post-graduation
success,” the SQRP handbook
explains.
And, unfortunately, in most
of the 13 categories examined,
Morgan Park made little improvement, or actually fell--especially
among EPAS standardized test
scores.
“We don’t grow kids enough
according to standardized testing,” Moore said. “Students do
not take it seriously.”
In fact, the average ACT
composite score earned by
Mustangs last spring--by the Class
of 2015, this year’s seniors--is the
lowest in the 17 years of records
kept: a dismal 17.6.
But for some, it’s hard to
point the finger at anyone in particular, because most don’t know
who to blame.
“I hate that we are on probation because I know we have
great students and staff here in
the building,” IBDP Coordinator
Morgan Mudron said. “We need
to look to see where students
are performing their lowest and
target those areas.”
Although most refer to our

Please turn to page 5 for
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Morgan Park 17-year scoring trend
for ACT composite
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MP’s ACT scores have slide precipitously since 2008, with the latest decline helping the school to
fall to a Level 2. Scores are based on Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) annual report cards.
From 1998-2011, the calculated composite scores excluded the scores of students who took
the test with special accommodations. *Based on the chart shown here for the 2012 and 2013
composite results, all students whose scores are college reportable, both standard and extended
time tests (special accommodations), are now included (indicated by the hash mark). In 2012, the
score would have been 18.7 using the previous calculation method.

MANY ACADEMIC INDICATORS SLIP
continued from page 1

NWEA score--which is converted
to an Explore Equivalent--to
spring 9th grade Explore score,
and from 9th grade Explore score
to spring 10th grade Plan score.
We are compared to the average
growth of another schools with
similar pre test scores.”
Twenty-five percent of the
SQR is based on one indicator: the National School Growth
Percentile, in which MP is rated at
the lowest end (5th percentile).
“Either students aren’t learning as much as students in those
other schools or just aren’t showing it,” Moore said. “Additionally,
our ACT average dropped from
18.1 to 17.6. Again, we have to
ask ourselves, are MP students
not learning as much as students
at similar schools, are they not
wanting to learn as much as other
students at similar schools, or are
they just not showing it?”
Another indicator that is
weighted heavily at 10 percent is
the National School Attainment
Percentile; MP’s score was at the
29th percentile, earning it a dismal bright red 2 points, weighted
at .2 overall.

Freshman on Track Rate slides
Perhaps most surprising was
the dramatic fall in the Freshman
on Track Rate (FOT), caused by
this year’s Sophomore Class. This
percentage fell from 74.7 percent
in 2012-2013 to 59 percent. This
only earned the school 1 point
(unweighted).
According to the SQRP handbook, this number is calculated by
the “percent of students earning

5 or more credits and failing no
more than 1 semester core course
during their 9th grade year.” This
means that nearly half of this class
failed at least one core academic
course first semester last year.
Currently, this year’s Freshman Class is performing somewhat better with a 67.9 percent
rate, but it is still far from acceptable. The 5-Year Freshman on
Track Rate shows that first-year
MP students typically perform
higher: 78.4 in 2010, 73.3 in
2011, and 74.7 in 2013.
If the Freshman Class
improves upon their core class
failures before the end of the
semester, later this month, next
year’s SQR could also improve.
An FOT rate of 70 percent to 79.9
percent earns a school 3 points
(unweighted). Currently, freshman core failures are highest in
science (32 percent), then math
(24 percent), then social studies (20 percent), and English (15
percent).

Dropout Rate more
than doubles
Another decline that
shocked some was that of the
1-Year Dropout Rate, which rose
from 2.8 percent to a whopping 6.9 percent. However, as of
this printing, it is unclear as to
precisely how or why this number
spiked.

Provisional Support,
not probation
According to the SQR Report

Card, MP’s Level 2 status will lead
to “Provisional Support/Remediation” status rather than probation.
When the school fell to Level 3
in 2012-2013, it was under the
Board’s three-tiered system. Being that was the lowest level at
the time, it was also a probation
level.
What Provisional Support
means, according to the handbook, is that “...usually the Chief
of Schools for the Network – will
work with the school to develop a
Remediation Plan. This plan may

“Probation/Intensive Support.”
If a school is on probation for
at least one year, the Board
of Education could take grave
action, including removing the
principal, replacing the faculty,
or completely reconstituting the
students and staff (also known as
a “turnaround”).

Measures to improve
Being that 50 percent of the
SQR is based on student progress
on EPAS, classroom instruction
will focus on test preparation, ac-

A major contributing factor to our Level 2 status is due to the
2013-2014 Semester 1 Freshman on Track Rate (this year’s
Sophomore Class) which fell 15.7 percentage points (-21
percent overall) from the 2012-2013 rate. Although the current
rate is improved, in order for MP’s School Quality Rate to rise,
freshman passing rates must rise even more.
include changes to curriculum
and student support services,
required professional development, expenditure plans, or other
mechanisms...”

If MP worsens
The most serious level is for
those schools that are at Level 3,
who receive what is now called

cording to discussions in department meetings held just before
the winter holiday.
Other academic improvement plans include re-introducing
OEA (objective, evidence, and
analysis), a writing strategy that
helps develop in-depth analytical writing skills. This was widely
implemented in 2012-13 instruc-

tion and is believed to have
contributed significantly to raising
academic achievement enough
for the school to be removed
from Level 3 probation.
There might even be an
incentive program--which would
include gift cards and possibly an
Apple iPad grand prize--for those
who took their ACT practice exam
and improve on their actual ACT
composite score in the spring.

New reality settles in
With CPS quietly releasing
the ratings in early December and
no school-wide announcement
from officials, the depressing
news is slowly spreading to the
students.
“Honestly, knowing that our
school is back on probation is
sad,” senior Jada Simpson said.
“A lot of people are saying that,
academically, it’s the seniors’ and
sophomores’ fault. I don’t think
it’s just our fault; it’s us and the
staff’s fault. They knew that we
weren’t performing right [last
year], so why didn’t they tell us?”
Many, including the principal,
Dr. Carolyn Epps, believe that all
stakeholders at MP must address
our poor standing as a unified
force.
“I think that the academic
needs of our school need to be
worked on, and our teachers and
students need to work together
to improve academic performance,” Dr. Epps said.
At least one freshman agrees.
“I feel that we need to
change the way we do things,”
freshman Nia Hill said.
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A BAD SIGN

continued from page 4

situation as being on “probation,” it’s somewhat inaccurate
according to the language CPS
provides in the policy handbook.
Those schools that show success Level 1+, 1, and 2+) are
deemed to be in “Good Standing,” meaning that they “...retain
certain autonomy with regard to
school improvement planning and
budgets.”
Schools that earn a Level 2
are not necessarily on probation,
but fall under Remediation/Provisional Support. These schools
are, according to CPS, “in need
of support,” which includes the
development of a Remediation
Plan.
Schools that earn a Level 3
are those that fall under Probation/Intensive Support. Here,
there is more oversight by the
Board, and there is an even
greater demand for fast improvement. If not, in a worst-case
scenario, the Level 3 schools that
fail to turn around can get turned
around, meaning shutdown and
reconstituted with new staff and
students.
Some students regret that
MP did not improve further after
being removed from probation
last year, especially considering
the general sense of pride many
have had recently.
“Morgan Park going back
on probation is a bad look for
our school,” junior Nasir Baker
said. “It’s disappointing that
after one year of being released,
we go right back, especially
coming from a school that is
built off of city champs in many
sports.”
One student doesn’t like
the idea that his high school will

Once a punch line, Simeon’s now in Good Standing

For many years, Simeon Career Academy had been the source of academic ridicule, as the nearby high school had been
on probation for at least nine years prior to the 2013 school year. Unfortunately, according to the latest CPS School Quality
Rating Report, they now have a better academic standing than we do.
be lumped together with all the
other poor performing schools in
CPS, of which there are many.
“It’s really disappointing to

see that our institution is considered another illiterate school who
does not contain the will power
and responsibility to stay off pro-

bation,” said junior Christopher
Watkins. “It is very irritating to my
self, teachers, staff and, of course,
some of my peers. We need to

If you want to attend a Level 1
or better high school, head north
H

ow well are other
Chicago public schools
performing, based on School
Quality Rating Policy (SQRP)
results released earlier last month?
The schools at the very top of the
five-tier scale (Level 1+) have the
most, while those at Level 2--like
MP--have the second most.
According to reports, the
new school quality ratings are
based on data collected during
the 2013-14 school year and show
that 161 schools (both elementary
and high school) achieved the
highest rating of Level 1+ and
154 schools were rated Level 1,
with 118 schools rated Level 2+,
159 at Level 2 and 44 schools at
Level 3.
However, when using the
CPS website to search for district

Most Level 1+ and 1 high
schools are located in
the central and northern
regions of Chicago, as
indicated by this Google
Map on the CPS website,
filtered by the top two
SQRP scores. The “C”
pinpoints indicate Charter
high schools.

schools using a variety of criteria filters, it’s revealed that of
the 154 high schools (selected
only by Neighborhood, Charter, Citywide, and Magnet/
Gifted/Selective Enrollment),
the totals among the five
levels contrast with the overall
SQRP results.
Among this set of high
schools, Level 2 schools
constitute a little more than
a third (34 percent) of the
entire group with 53. There are
significantly fewer high schools
(31, 20 percent) ranked as
Level 1 (the second largest
group), with Level 1+ following
closely behind with 30.
Next are Level 2+ (23
schools, 14.9 percent), with
Level 3 schools having the
smallest number at 17 (11
percent).
Of all Neighborhood
enrollment high schools,
including MP, none reach Level
1+. Charter schools garner the
most with 20, while Magnet,
Gifted, & Selective enrollment
schools only have seven--but

Please turn to page 8 for

COMPARING
SCHOOLS

show some form of respect and
responsibility to ourselves and
school to get off and stay off.”
Some see the lowered rank
as not just a school problem, but
one that may actually impact her
outside of Morgan Park.
“It’s embarrassing and this
has probably lowered my chances
of getting into a great college,”
senior Tre’Jae Calhoun said.
“[Reputable college admissions
offices] do not want to deal with a
student coming from an undisciplined school.”
Some may even find that
other high schools that were
once laughed at for having poor
academic results may now be
looking down on us. One such
school is Simeon Career Academy which can now boast of
having a Level 2+ rating and in
Good Standing.
Simeon has come a long way;
the once-troubled high school
had been on probation for nine
years, as of 2012-2013 CPS data.
But despite the feelings of ,
some students, there are those
who feel that we deserve to be
back on probation.
“We got off probation a little
too quick and people took that as
a way to start back slacking off,”
senior Jalisa Brown said.
Although another student
doesn’t like how quickly the
Board slapped MP with a negative rating, she feels that the
school should consider taking
hard action on some of the student body.
“I feel that we worked hard
to get of probation, so it’s unfair
that we are back on,” one female
junior who asked to remain
anonymous said. “All students
who are failing should be pulled
from their after-school activities
until they get better.”
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Looking back
the year that
By Kennedy Wash and Nandi Brantley

F

Promises to keep for 2015
By Lashawn Lewis

M

any people have a saying in late December: “New
year, new me.” Unfortunately, only a few stick
to that saying while others simply forget about the yearly
promise. Usually, people see January 1st as the kickoff to a
new beginning, and many say that they are willing to become
a better person than they were the year before.
Many people look forward to the new year bringing them
a good school year, especially for seniors.

“In 2015, I plan to be a model student and get my life together as a whole, ‘cause pretty soon, I’ll be going away to college and I’ll be on my own, so I really gotta get my life together
in the new year,”senior Karrington Taylor said.
The new year is a very exciting time because people start
to make new year resolutions and think of ways that they can
change and maybe stick to them.

Please turn to page 9 for

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS

SPORTS: Chicago teams

are just losers, once again
Super Bowl XLVI was won by the NFC champion Seattle
Seahawks over the AFC champion Denver Broncos in a surprising blowout, 43–8. The league laughingstock Chicago Bears,
who were touted as one of the top teams in the NFL at the start
of the season, quickly disintegrated, going 5-16, and missing
the playoffs once again. The first and last time the Bears won a
Super Bowl was in 1985. At least they fired Trestman and Emery. Who, if anyone from this team, will be back in 2015?
The 2014 NBA Finals was won by the Western Conference
champion San Antonio Spurs who defeated the Eastern Conference champion Miami Heat in five games (4–1) for the Spurs’ fifth
NBA championship in the franchise’s history. San Antonio’s Kawhi
Leonard was named the Finals Most Valuable Player (MVP). The
Chicago Bulls finished the regular season with a record of 48-34,
heading into the playoffs with the 4th seed in the Eastern Conference. They lost in the first round to the Washington Wizards in
five games. Oh, and Derrick Rose went out with another seasonending injury in December. The last time the Bulls won the NBA
Finals title was in 1998.
The 2014 World Series was won by the National League
champion San Francisco Giants 4 games to 3 over the American
League champion Kansas City Royals. It was the Giants’ eighth
World Series title and their third in the last five seasons. The
Cubs finished the season with a 73-89 record in Rick Renteria’s
first and last season as manager, replacing him with big-name
Joe Maddon.The Chicago White Sox never got on track. They
finished 73-89 in fourth place in the division, 17 games behind
the first place Detroit Tigers. The Cubs last won a World Series
in 1908, while the Sox last won in 2005.
The 2014 Stanley Cup was won by the Western Conference champion Los Angeles Kings who defeated the Eastern
Conference champion New York Rangers (4-1) to win their second championship in franchise history. The Chicago Blackhawks
were attempting to repeat as Stanley Cup champions, but lost
to LA in the Conference Finals, 3-4.

Top
media
of the
year

rom parties to kickbacks, family to friend
memory of 2014. Many went on vacatio
stayed home and enjoyed the year. Many had go
some had bad ones. While some learned valuabl
still remain the same. Some lost people they were
some were blessed. Many enjoyed turning up, wh
homebound.
• • • • •
“My best memory of 2014 was going out of town T
needed to get my mind away from everything, enjo
in Florida. To make 2014 a better year for me, I wou
forgiving. I learned that being nice gets you very fa
--Nikia Eatmon, senior
• • • • •
“My best memory of 2014 was the summertime, be
ing with my friends and everyone. To have made 20
me, it would be not trusting everyone; everyone is
with the people you grew up with.”
--Jeremy Doss, senior
• • • • •
“My best memory of 2014 was the homecoming ga
the first touchdown. I would have paid attention in
my work to make 2014 a better year for me. I learne
work hard to get what you want and do a lot to get
thing, and you’re not doing anything, you will neve
--Kendall Joiner, junior
• • • • •
“My best memory of 2014 was my grandaddy’s birt
his last birthday. In 2014, I would’ve controlled my e
learned that I shouldn’t let stuff linger on into the n
--Destiny Robinson, senior
• • • • •
“My best memory of 2014 was the summertime be
of basketball. To make 2014 a better one, I would’
ketball. This year has taught me to be a better pers
basketball.”
--Myles Bradley, junior

Please turn to page 10 for MEMORIES

Yaaaasss! It w
the Year of th

M

ore and m
came into
among young Americ
part of the apparently
to destroy the English
was hot this year?

Disney’s “Frozen,” from
the animated
movie, is the
top-selling US
iTunes album of
2014. Really?
Pharrell Williams’ “Happy”
was the No. 1
song sold on
iTunes.
Author Sue
Monk Kidd’s
(who wrote
The Secret Life
of Bees) The
Invention of
Wings was the
No. 1 selling
print book on
Amazon.
The top grossing movie of
the year was
Marvel’s Guardians of the
Galaxy earning
$332,657,316
(The all-time
grossing
movie is 2009’s
Avatar with
$760,505,847).

Bae: The official defi

an acronym for Befo
but it also means ba

Basic: A modern te
“pedestrian,” or “co

Cray Cray: Stemming from the term “crazy,”
someone; signifies their craziness to a whole

Hashtag: In additional to using it as a label o

use the term in a sarcastic way to embellish a
ing. Example: “It’s your birthday? Hashtag WH

Salty: The act of being upset, angry, or bitter
ing made fun of or embarrassed.

Swerve: Use when one uses a scathing come
opponent stunned and speechless.

Thot: An acronym for That Hoe Over There.

Throwing Shade: To talk trash about a friend
to publicly denounce or disrespect another.

Turnt up: The state of being very, very excite

getic. Participating in celebratory activities, su

Yaaaassssss!: A celebratory exclamation of
ment or approval.
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• MP begins taking steps to implement the School Board’s decision in December to make the school
the seventh International Baccalaureate “Wall-To-Wall” program.
• School districts across the region, including CPS, close for four days (Jan. 6-7, Jan. 27-28) due to dangerous subzero temperatures from a “Polar Vortex” weather pattern.

february

‘14

• The Seattle Seahawks beat the Denver Broncos, 43–8, for their first Super Bowl in history. It was was
viewed by over 111 million people in the U.S., making it the most viewed television event in history.
• American actor Philip Seymour Hoffman, who won the Academy Award for Best Actor at the 78th
Academy Awards in 2006 for Capote, is found dead in his Manhattan apartment at the age of 46.

ds, we all had a best
ons, while others
ood memories, but
e lessons, others
e very close to, and
hile others liked being

march

‘14

• Chicago tallies up the 3rd worst winter on record with 67.4 total inches of snow for the 2013-2014
season. And, yes, it snowed in March, too.
• The Mustangs boys varsity basketball team become two-time IHSA Class 3A state champions.
• Malaysia Airlines Flight MH370, carrying 239 people, disappears over the Indian Ocean.

Thanksgiving break; I
oying the nice weather
uld have been less
ar in life.”

ecause I was out party014 a better year for
not your friend, stay

april

‘14

may

‘14

june

‘14

• World health officials start to take notice of a new plague: Ebola. The death toll in Guinea rises to 80
with two people dead in neighboring Liberia.
• The NBA commissioner announces that LA Clippers owner Donald Sterling is banned for life from the
NBA after a recording made by his girlfriend is released, where he can be heard making racist remarks.

ame, because I scored
class more and did all
ed that you have to
t it. If you want someer succeed.

• The U.S. Supreme Court rules that a practice of beginning legislative sessions with prayers does not
violate the Establishment Clause of the First Amendment.
• An insane amount of attention is paid to the grandiose wedding of Kim Kardashian and Kanye West.

thday, because it was
emotions more. I
next year.”

ecause I’ve played a lot
’ve played more basson and to play more

• Morgan Park Class of 2014’s Shelana Martin is awarded a scholarship by the Gates Millennium Scholars
(GMS) Program.
• The Mustangs varsity baseball (23-7) team does something no other had done before in school history: win the Public League championship title.

july

OF 2014

‘14

• A Malaysia Airlines Boeing 777 en route from Amsterdam to Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia, crashes in eastern Ukraine near the Russian border killing all 298 passengers and crew members. The crash occurs in
territory where pro-Russian separatists have been battling Ukrainian troops for months.

was
he Bae

august

more so-called words
heavy rotation
cans this year, all
y increasing effort
h language. What

‘14

• A white police officer shoots and kills Michael Brown, an unarmed African American 18-year-old teenager in Ferguson, Mo, sparking nationwide protests.

september

finition is basically
ore Anyone Else,
aby, sweetie, etc.

‘14

• Division returns to the school day for MP students and teachers.
• Terrorist group ISIS releases a video showing the beheading of American journalist Steven Sotloff, 31,
who worked for Time and had been abducted in 2013.
• Video released by TMZ of Raven’s Ray Rice knocking out his fiancée in an elevator.

erm for “simple,”
ommon.”

october

” when referring to
other level.

‘14

• A Virgin Galactic space plane, known as SpaceShipTwo, breaks apart over the Mojave Desert soon
after takeoff. The co-pilot is killed, but the pilot survives.
• The Mustangs football squad won their sixth straight homecoming game when they took on and
defeated Hubbard High School, 28-14.

on Twitter, one can
a point one is makHATEVER.”

r as a result of be-

eback leaving the

november

‘14

december

‘14

• The European Space Agency lands its Rosetta drone on a comet after the probe traveled 4 billion
miles during a decade.
• A grand jury in Missouri decides that Officer Darren Wilson should not be indicted in the August 9
fatal shooting of teenager Michael Brown. Nationwide protests and riots follow.
Overall Rating
School Quality Rating

Accountability Status

All Students

African-American Priority Group

Hispanic Priority Group

34.1% of students making target growth

Better than 6% of schools nationally

Better than 4% of schools nationally

Better than 60% of schools nationally

Better than 64% of schools nationally

5

4

5

1

1

1

4

3

Morgan Park High School

Better than 96% of schools nationally

Level 2

Better than 87% of schools nationally

2

Provisional Support

96.1% attendance

Performance

Partially Organized

Rating

2014 School Quality Rating Report

Elementary School Performance Indicators

Reading Growth on NWEA MAP (grades 3-8)

English Learners Priority Group

Diverse Learners Priority Group

All Students

African-American Priority Group

Hispanic Priority Group

Math Growth on NWEA MAP (grades 3-8)

English Learners Priority Group

Diverse Learners Priority Group

NWEA Growth Percentage
Percent Making National Average Growth

Attainment on NWEA
Reading attainment for 2nd grade

Math attainment for 2nd grade

Reading attainment for 3rd - 8th grade

Math attainment for 3rd - 8th grade

Attendance Rate
Average Daily Attendance Rate

My Voice, My School Survey Results
Overall Rating

4

Ratings Legend

1 point
2 points
3 points
4 points
5 points

98.1% success

f extreme excite-

English Learner Progress
Growth on ACCESS exam

See back page for high school data.

ed, happy, and eneruch as a party.

Data Quality
Data Quality Index score

d or acquaintance;

• Morgan Park falls to Level 2 status (second lowest) and is now facing “Provisional Support/Remediation,” according to the new CPS School Quality Rating Policy (SQRP).
• The Dow Jones Industrial Average hit an all-time record high on Friday, December 26, at 18, 053.71.
• Gas prices continue to free-fall as crude oil benchmarks fall below $60 per barrel.

in case you missed it

‘14

A snapshot of some of the top national and local news stories of 2014
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Magnet,
Gifted, &

7.8

10.8

5.3

Prologue-Johnston Charter High
School (2).

Neighborhood

Citywide

Magnet, Gifted, & Selective

30

IB Wall-To-Wall school
comparison
But MP is not an ordinary
Neighborhood enrollment school,
after being tapped as one of the
few CPS high schools to join the list
of highly-touted International Baccalaureate (IB) “Wall-To-Wall” schools.
Of the seven Wall-To-Wall
schools, four are considered to be
in “Good Standing”: Back of the
Yards College Preparatory High
School (Level 1+), Lincoln Park
High School (1), Nicholas Senn
High School (1), and William Howard Taft High School (2+).
The remaining three IB
schools, including MP, each have
a Level 2 (Provisional Support)
rating: Hyde Park Academy High
School and Roberto Clemente
Community Academy.
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When comparing each of the five SQRP levels among 154
CPS high schools (selected only by Neighborhood, Charter,
Citywide, and Magnet/Gifted/Selective Enrollment), most (53)
fall into the Level 2 category. Worse yet, only a little more than
half (55 percent) are considered in “Good Standing,” or have a
rating of Level 1+, 1, or 2+.
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Music teacher Carol McDaniel (then Wooten, her maiden name) was once a Morgan Park
student, as shown above in her graduation portrait from a copy of the 1976 yearbook.

19.4

27.6

)
(C

Graduation Rate %

Graduation
rate is based on the performance of a group of
100
students 93.1
observed over 4 years.
82.5

77

75.7

75
24
23.1

ACT Average

59.6

20.3
50
18

72.1
56.8

54.3

17.6

16.1

14.8

15.4

14.4

15

13.6

25
12

Table 1-5
0

1+

9

)
(C

6

ue

18

og

)
(N

)

5

ol

)
(N

25

n

11

3

Pr

P

lia

)
(N

N

13

M

Ju

n
la
ar

H

5

(
er

)

(N

(C

3

)

)

M

Citywide

2

5

ue
og
ol
)

(C

1

)

(N

1

2

College Enrollment %

90

85.4
This is the
percent who met or exceeded state standards on
PSAE taken in 78.6
spring 2014.
Graduation Rate %

93.1
30

Neighborhood

75.7

3

Pr

8

P

7

M

ks
oo

)
(N
n
lia
Ju
)
(N
n
la
ar
H
)
(N
er
ng
Fe
)
(N
s
lis
or
)
C
(C
d
oo
w
ng
)
Lo
M
S.(
IC
ci
C
/S
Ag
go
ca
hi
)
(S

C

Br

Magnet,
Gifted, &

100
67.5

11

d

.(

ci

/S
Ag

oo
w
ng

Lo

ss

0

20

ng
Fe

li
or

C

S-

IC

)

(S

o
ag

ks

Neighborh
ood
Charter

0

1 2+

C

c
hi

C

School
Type

oo

Br

6

15

8.6

0
20

MCDANIEL TO RETIRE

Table 1

7.6

5.4

56.8

54.3

27.6

4.8

nt

)

)

w

ci

59.6

3.1

3.6

(N

(N

ng

/S

72.1

56.8

7.6ACT
2.4Average

5.4

H

s

Lo

Ag

)

82.5

77

75.7

45
50

5.3

4.4

er

lis

S-

go

(S

81
93.1

67.5
75

7.8

6.1

ng

or

IC

ca

hi

ks

oo

Graduation Rate %
PSAE Composite

6.4

0.3

Fe

C

C

C

Br

90
100

6.8

0.3
nt
e
6.1
.4
81
.6
.8
4.8
.6
4.4
.4
5.4
.8
15
.8
.9
7.6
.3
.4
3.6
.8
.9
.7
.9
.6
.4
.4

REVIEWS

3

ACT Average

81

3.1

Citywide

2

continued from page 5

23.1

24

e

9.7

1 2+

COMPARING SCHOOLS

School for Agricultural Sciences
there are far fewer of these types
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and MA in music and special
education in 1981.
During her nearly four
decades of working in education, she taught special education before teaching music
for Chicago Public Schools
(CPS) in 1991. McDaniel arrived at MP as a teacher in
2001, and has stayed for the
last 13 years of her career.
But that hasn’t been the
only time she has spent as a
Mustang; she was also a student at Empehi, graduating
with the Class of 1976.
While a student at MP,
McDaniel lived on 95th Street
east of Halsted Street. The
family was close-knit, and
education was the most
important focus her parents
promoted. She has two brothers that are also grads of MP,
as well as her mother and
father.
McDaniel has very fond
memories of MP from that
time. Back in ‘76, students
had more freedom around
the high school, she recalled.
There was off-campus lunch,
and they could visit the wash-

room whenever they pleased.
Also, the students were wellmannered and much nicer to one
another.
There wasn’t a lot of diversity in Morgan Park back in ‘76,
but not like what we have today.
McDaniel recalled that the school
was mostly white, with only
around two African Americans out
30 students in each class.
“When I attended Morgan
Park, there were about 4,000
students at this school,” the alumnus said. “When I went to school
here, it was huge. I can remember
they had five [academic] levels of
courses, and I can remember [the
student population] was predominantly Caucasian. The culture was
different; it was a good school
environment. I was proud to be a
Mustang.”
McDaniel, a long-time International Baccalaureate-trained
teacher, will be sorely missed,
according to Assistant Principal
Gail Tennial, especially due to her
workaholic nature.
“I’ve known McDaniel the
entire time I’ve been at Morgan
Park,” the administrator said.
“She’s firm, consistent, and a phe-

nomenal teacher. She’s passionate about music, her students,
and she’s Type-A, like me.”
McDaniel, whose maiden
name is Wooten, has been
married for 32 years with one
child, Alisa. The couple was
married for 12 years before
having their daughter, who is
also an alum from the Class of
2008. Alisa is now a junior in
college and on the Dean‘s List,
majoring in interior design.
“My thing is, as long as
you’re doing your best, then
I’m pleased,” McDaniel said.
“I let my students know the
options they have, and guide
them and let them know that
I do care so they’ll believe me
when I tell them the things
that I do tell them.”
Some of her students
have expressed dismay over
her quiet exit from MP.
“It’s a slightly emotional
moment for me,” senior
Lashawn Hamb said. “Mrs. Mcdaniel is one of those teachers
who actually cares, She didn’t
allow you to just do anything;
she stayed on top of me and
made sure I focused.”

OPINION

FEATURES

SCHOOL NEWS

Wednesday, January 7, 2015
EMPEHI News

REVIEWS

SPORTS

09

Vocalists offer Christmas cheer at concert
By Devonte West
The auditorium was filled with
Christmas carols on December 18,
2014, thanks to the outstanding
choirs and special soloists.
Every year our school’s annual Christmas concert features
chorus director Gabrielyn Foster’s
chorale classes. The audience
enjoyed many songs, such as
“This Christmas,” “Mary Did You
Know,” and a catchy tune arranged by Foster known as “Little
Baby Born.”
“My favorite moment was
watching concert chorale perform; they always do well,” senior
Braylyn Brown said. “The concert
could be more organized, but
song selection was great.”
The principal, Dr. Carolyn
Epps, performed a well-known
classic, “Have Yourself a Merry
Little Christmas,” written by Hugh
Martin and Ralph Blane. The song
debuted in 1944 by Judy Garland
in a musical called “Meet Me in
St. Louis,” and later recorded by

Frank Sinatra.
“[The principal] graced
us with class and warmth our
hearts,” junior Carrian Bell said.
“I remember when Dr. Epps performed at the Christmas concert
some time ago; I love her voice.”
Usually, the Christmas
concert consists of three classes:
boys chorus, girls chorus, and
advanced mixed chorale. This
year, Foster added beginning
concert chorale to the mix. Foster makes song choices based on
the choruses’ ability to sing harmony and pieces that could be
reworked for competition later in
the school year.
“The choir I was most
pleased with was the large male
group,” she said, “they had never
rehearsed together. I thought the
concert chorale had a very good
sound being a small group; they
jell together well.”
The chorus director would
like to thank all soloists, pianist
George Cooper, and Dr. Epps for
the outstanding performances

Juniors take practice ACT
to prepare for real thing

Juniors concentrate one the practice ACT administered
last month in the student cafeteria.
By Aaron Cook

T

he Junior Class sat down and concentrated on the
practically endless series of questions as they took a
practice ACT exam in the cafeteria earlier last month.
Although it was hoped that 317 juniors would show up and
take the exam, 269 actually did, according to testing coordinator
Gerald Moore, who was glad that they took the optional assessment.
“The ACT practice test was optional,” he said. “Dr. Epps
[the principal] decided we should give the practice ACT test so
we would know where the juniors stood before the March 3,
2015 state ACT test, which all juniors are mandated to take.”
One test-taker wasn’t really phased by the practice test, with
the exception of one part.
“It wasn’t really that hard,” student Malachi Henderson said,
“but there were a few sections [that were challenging] like the
science [section] to me.”
After observing the nearly 300 students crammed in the
lunchroom, Moore noted that they appear to need to be better
prepared for the lengthy reading passages.
“The students need to work on their stamina,” he said. “I
noticed that they go in there and take the English part with no
problem--most of them finish. During the math test, they still
have some energy, but then they get into the reading test and
the science test, and they run out of steam.”
As the testing wore on, some students appeared to tire, and
put their heads down.
“Unfortunately, we can’t wake students up when they decide
they had enough and put there heads down,” Moore said, “but
proctors aren’t supposed to do that.”
Looking forward to the spring assessment, junior-level
English teacher Duc Le plans to really get his students ready to
improve upon their practice exam performance.
“I’m planning to focus on grammar,” he said, “then start doing a lot of writing when we return back from break. We’re going
to be reading extended passages and have timed readings.”

Left: Director Gabrielyn Foster leads the mixed chorus during last month’s holiday concert. Right:
Soloist Armani Williams performs “Santa Baby.”
they all provided.
Previous seniors and juniors
who were once in chorus didn’t
have the option of taking chorus
this school year due to schedule changing. With the drastic
change in programming, Foster
had to work with what voices that
were left in her classes.
“Since I was in the concert,
my favorite moment was my choir

[beginning mixed chorus],” said
new soprano of beginning mixed
chorus, senior Timia Strickland.
“Silent night was the best to me;
all songs didn’t go as planned
with the beginning of songs, but
we did well.”
Attendance and advertisement plays a big role in
any event at our school. Many
students and teachers feel that

chorale concerts give great
shows vocally, but concerts could
be advertised more.
“I’ve attended the chorale
concerts before, and I’m always
pleased,” chemistry teacher
Glennie King said. “I found out
about the concert the day of, so
I just came on over, but the choir
need more advertisement about
upcoming concerts.”

NEW YEAR’S RESOLUTIONS
continued from page 6

“I always make a New Year’s
resolution, but I never really stick
to it, so, hopefully, this year will
be different and I actually stick to
it because its kind of important
for me to keep my resolution,its
like a promise to myself that I
must keep.”Said Fred Jackson.
A New Year’s resolution is
a goal that many Americans set
for themselves every December
31 to improve. Forty-five percent
of Americans usually set a goal
for the new year, according to a
study released December 2012
by the University of Scranton’s
Journal of Clinical Psychology.
For instance, if your clothes
are a little snug, maybe you want to
lose weight this year. According to
the Scranton poll, losing weight is
the No. 1 goal among Americans.
Don’t know where you put
your cell phone, again? Maybe
it’s time to get organized, which is
No. 2 on the list.
Some look forward to the
new year being different from the

previous year as a whole with all
the crime and killings. They just
want people to be better than
what they have been, but it takes
time.
“I look forward to people
being more mature about their
lifestyles and I really hope that
the drug dealers and gangbangers get their lives together
and I would like to see something
happen about Ferguson and
other black boys that are being
killed by white officers for no real
reason,” junior Raven Smith said.
Many people feel that 2015 will
offer them an opportunity to be a
better person or help them improve
as a whole, so they look forward to
the new year bringing them growth
and great experiences.
“I’m looking forward to prom
[and] graduation because it means
that I will be done with high school,
and also it’s a part of me growing
from what I used to be and becoming someone who is more mature,”
senior Shaquira Williams said. “And

I feel like 2015 will be my year that I
actually become fully mature.”
People just want to grow in
the new year, instead of being the
same as everybody else.
“I feel that some people
grow every year, or at least try
to,” student Candace Odom said.
“Me, personally, I feel like I grow
every year, as a person, because
each year I become more aware of
things and people around me and
Ilearn something new about myself,
so I’m looking forward to 2015 to
see what lessons I will learn and
how I will benefit from them.”
Some are looking forward to
the coming year; it’s like a restart
year for them, a year to not make
the same mistakes they did before.
“I’ve made a lot of mistakes
this year; I just pray that I don’t
make the same mistake in 2015
‘cause that’ll mean I didn’t learn
anything from the mistakes I made
in the past,” said student Chauncey
Odom. “Overall, I just want 2015 to
be a great year and my year.”

BAND CONCERT
continued from page 3

The jazz ensemble plays “Who Let the Elves Out?” for the
audience.

band] did well by playing the songs
at the right rhythm,” she said.
“Even though they were in a rush,
they played the songs correctly”
Quinn further added that the
band was “confused” by the rolloff in between the songs, and that
the beginners had to “match up
to each other.”
Alexander Pye, a former
member of the beginning band,
said that the current incarnation
needs to practice more often in
order to improve.
The consensus was that
concert band’s rendition of “This
Christmas” was the highlight of
the night.
“‘This Christmas’ was the best
song played that night,” Payne said.
“It sounded like they have been
practicing that song for years.”
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Senioritis rears its ugly head
in high school’s home stretch
By Jazmine Bates
and Andrea Davis

S

eniors are halfway
through their final year
of high school, and many have
started the year off with senioritis
and, unfortunately, probably
won’t turn around now.
The Class of 2015 has had
a decent start to this school year
with grades and their attendance,
according to teachers and staff.
“My senior attendance, overall, has been good,” graphic arts
teacher Mary Jane Breu said.
Teachers that have experience
with upperclassmen know what to
expect around this time of the year.
“This is definitely the time
when senioritis kicks in,” librarian and senior seminar teacher
Kandice Morgan said. “It won’t be
everybody, but most just use the
remaining months as chill time.”
There are five more months

left for seniors and they are just
ready to graduate.
“Senioritis kicks in right after
the first semester, because after
seniors send in all of their college
materials, they just don’t care
anymore,” senior Braylyn Brown
said. “It is on them to finish off
how they want, because their
fourth quarter grades still count in
order to graduate.”
To most students, whether
it’s first or second semester, it’s
not going to make a difference in
their work ethic or the way they
feel about senior year.
“I had senioritis since the first
day of school,” senior Debbie Sally
said. “I’m going to do the same
thing I’ve been doing: Just enough
work to pass until graduation.”
Some simply regard senior
year as a time to tune out, and

O

ver the years,
music changes and
students share a variety of music
interests throughout the school.
Students feel comfortable
and free-spirited to express
themselves through music.
Sound has changed over
the years, and more and more
students engaged in the different tunes that artists and
producers have created.
“I like the music today,
because it’s different,” said
Korede Anni, a junior. “I really like when producers add
effects from the ‘90s in with
today’s music. It gives it a bigger feel and a lot of people
like hearing old school music
mixed in with new school.”
Not all people really
agree with the auto-tuned
changes that society has
depicted as new music. In fact,
rap has increasingly become
one of the world’s favorite
genres of music, but is characterized as a bad influence.
According to Influence
of Rap’s blogpost, 66 percent
of 13 to 17 year-olds believe
that violence in music is partly
responsible for violent crime.
Also, many rappers seem to
only rap about money, sex,
drugs, and alcohol abuse.
Students have interests
genres of music; although they
typically prefer some genres
over others.
“R&B is my preferred
genre of music, because I grew
up listening to the influences of
R&B’s top artists like Maxwell,
Dwele, Incognito, [and] Meshell
Ndegeocello,” said Kerry
Jones, the Senior Class president. “As I got older, I began
to listen to the story behind the
lyrics, and completely fell in
love with R&B.”
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Annual Christmas bazaar held
S

Students Marquez Jones, Breche Hardy, and JaVonate
Holloway at their sales table outside the lunchroom, selling
handmade Christmas gifts as part of their effort to raise
money for their participation in the spring Special Olympics
games.

pecial needs students
decorated Christmas
ornaments and bagged holiday
treats as part of a fund-raiser,
hoping to collect enough money
to participate in the annual
Special Olympics in the spring.
Each year, right before
the winter break, the Special
Education Department, coordinated by teachers Darlene Pollard and Vorice Hayes-Causey,
holds a Christmas bazaar. The
money they raise will support
their efforts to compete in the
46th annual Special Olympics
Opening Ceremonies and
Spring Games in May.
The students work together
to make special holiday candy
bags and decorate an assortment
of festive ornaments to sell, in order to help pay for their uniforms.

Please turn to page 11 for
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Many find music
integral to their life
By Chardae’ Capler
and Ange-Nadege Nlome

REVIEWS

Today, teens become
devoted to write songs, play
instruments, and send a different yet empowering message
around the school through
music.
“If I had to send a powerful message to the youth,
it would be to hold on when
all hope seems lost,” said
Anthony Davis, a senior. “ I was
inspired to write music, because of my uncle. I look up to
him, because he plays [different instruments] and he’s pretty
well known in Chicago.”
With the help of some music teachers, students are able
to inspire the audience through
their music.
“I knew I could teach
these kids and give them
a challenge, said Ms. Foster, music teacher and choir
director. “I knew I could give
them some songs in foreign
languages, so I came further
south to challenge myself, and
that’s what I did. Every year
you can expect something
new.”
Music indeed has a huge
impact on students lives and
can make a difference in some
people’s futures.
“I want to at least use music as an outlet to see the positive side of kids, because you
should leave Morgan Park high
in dry,” Foster said. “I remember a student I had some years
ago who was on the baseball
team, and when he sang he
had a powerful voice. After
three years of working with
him, he graduated and got a
full ride for music, and he was
better way better off singing
than he was playing baseball.”
Students have a certain
opinion about how society is
impacted by music.
“I really think music changes society; either it’s going to
be a positive change or negative,” Anni said.

Teens explore relationship requirements
By Danielle Washington
and Timia Strickland

M

any teenagers use
the word love pretty
freely: “I love my dog,” I love
my iPhone,” “I love my Uggs,”
“I love that shade of pink nail
polish,” and, of course, “I love my
new boyfriend/girlfriend.”
In fact, half of all teens report
having been in a dating relationship and nearly one-third of all
teens said they have been in a
serious relationship, according to
a study by Teenage Research Unlimited, published in 2006. Threefourths of teens age 16-18 report
having had a relationship, dated,
or “hooked up” with someone
and half of these youth have had
a serious boyfriend or girlfriend.
These teens generally feel that
they know what love is and what is
takes to be in a relationship. This
generation of young adults often
get into relationships just because
they think they love that person.
“I look forward to having
a good time when entering a
new relationship,” senior Tre’Jae
Calhoun said. “I like to learn
new things about the person I’m
interesting it.”
Young people value relationships differently and feel that
when they start a relationship,
they get out what they put in basically; meaning the way they act
towards others will cause them to
act the same way.

“I believe honestly and
humor makes a relationship last
long,” junior Montae` Elliott said.
Sometimes boys feel differently about relationships than
girls, and girls sometimes have
more feelings than boys.
“A relationship lasts because
of loyalty and trust,” Calhoun
said. “You have to let the person
in the relationship have their personal space to do what they want
on their own time; no one wants
to be trapped.”
According to PsychCentral.
com, which claims to be is the
Internet’s largest and oldest independent mental health social network, getting in touch with and
understanding the needs which
affect your reactions and behaviors in a relationship is essential.
Meaning that understanding
where you stand in a relationship
things will be better for you.
According to www.loveisrespect.org, which is an online
project of the National Domestic
Violence Hotline and Break the
Cycle, communication is a key
part to building a healthy relationship. The first step is making sure
you both want and expect the
same things being on the same
page is very important. Your
partner’s wishes and feelings have
value. Let your significant other
know you are making an effort to
keep their ideas in mind. Mutual
respect is essential in maintaining
healthy relationships.
“Loyalty means to be com-

mitted to just that one person
meaning you won’t do things
behind that person’s back to embarrass them,” Calhoun said.
According to another relationship website run by Offra Gerstein, Ph.D, www.relationshipmatters.com, it is commonly accepted
that loyalty is very important in
love relationships. What it actually means is more elusive. Being
loyal is defined as “Being faithful
to one’s oath, engagements or
obligations. Being faithful to one’s
allegiance to a government or
state or to a person conceived as
imposing obligation.”
“Loyalty means not lying
to your boyfriend or girlfriend,”
Elliott said. “That’s how you make
your relationship last and how
y’all be together for a long time.”
Loyalty in the personal realm,
which comes out of love, devotion, dedication and commitment
to the well being of another, is
healthy. According to Gerstein’s
website advice, being loyal
means being respectful of your
partners’ weaknesses and discretely helping them compensate
for those weaknesses.
“Being in a relationship
means being that person’s
partner, having communication,
understanding and no giving up when things get hard,”
teacher Annette Snyder-Foster
said. “Choosing to be loyal in
attitude, actions and words is a
personal decision. Being truly
loyal is very hard.”

MEMORIES OF 2014
continued from page 6

“My best memory of 2014 was
when I graduated from 8th
grade because I finally got out
of there because I didn’t want to
be in there no more; I was ready
for high school. To have made
my 2014 year better, I would
have been a better person
instead of being such a jerk to
people.”
--Alexander, freshman
• • • • •
“My best memory about 2014
was playing volleyball, because
I was always with my friends and
we had great moments during

summertime practicing and just
being with our coach. To make my
2014 summer better, I would’ve
came to practice more often and
did my things with them.”
--Makela Von, senior
• • • • •
“My best memory of 2014 was
going to our Fefe’s on the block,
because all my friends were out
there, and we were having fun-we was turning up. I would’ve
made my summertime better by
getting a car earlier in the year,
so by the summer, I [would] be
mobile without depending on

anyone for a ride.”
--Tyana Porter, senior
• • • • •
“My best memory of 2014 was
homecoming because it was
turnt. To make 2014 a better year,
I would’ve gotten better grades.”
--Julian King, senior
• • • • •
‘My best memory of 2014 was
me getting a job so I can get
more money. To make 2014 a
better one, I would’ve joined
more organizations to make the
world a better place.”
--Taylor Colone, senior
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Sneakerheads just can’t get enough Jordans
By Delorise Chester
and Porcha Hobdy

T

hese days there are lines
out the door for the latest
Retro Air Jordans, the latest of which
(“Legend Blue”) was released just
before Christmas on December 20.
It seems like whenever a new
shoe is released, someone gets
injured or killed over them. In fact,
there was a report of an Oregon
woman who was attacked and
robbed after she left a mall with
a pair of new Air Jordan Retro
Legend Blues, while in Ohio, a
16-year-old boy was shot and
killed after he tried to rob a shopper for the $200 shoes.
Okay, that’s just two examples of craziness, but what about
the rest of America? Apparently,
most of the sneakerheads across
the U.S. stormed into shoe stores
to get a pair legitimately.
According to SportScanInfo,
Nike sold 342,015 pairs of the
Legend Blue” shoe at major retailers in a three-hour-period.
And that’s just the full-sized
shoe! The sneaker giant sold an
additional 137,751 pairs in kid
sizes. Altogether, Nike took in
over $80 million for the one single
style of shoe.

Okay, sneakerheads, you know you want it. Nike will release
the Air Jordan XX9 this Saturday, the 29th (duh!) edition of the
popular shoe.
Some Americans wonder
what is the real hype on this shoe
that gets people so crazy about?
Is it the brand, or NBA-great
Michael Jordan himself.
Jordan, arguably the greatest NBA player ever, signed a
five-year endorsement deal with
Nike in 1984. After that year, his
Airness came out with another
shoe and another shoe.
Maybe its the colors that
people tend to fall in love with on

this shoe, or is it the design of the
shoes? Is it the comfort that makes
this shoe sell out so quickly?
“I like how the shoe looks
and fits,” senior Nandi Brantley
said. “I’ve been wearing them
since I was a shorty, and I still
wear them until this day.”
The Retros comes in adult,
kids, and toddler sizes, on a
graduated price scale from an
average price of $179.80 for
adults and $142.24 for kids. The

retail price for an adult are more
expensive that the retail price for
kids and toddlers.
“I wouldn’t spend my last on
the Jordans, because instead of
buying shoes, I could buy clothes
or something that I need,” senior
Juwan Farr said.
So far, Nike has released 28
Air Jordans, with the 29th--Jordan
XX9--coming to stores this Saturday, January 10. This shoe ($225)
features a new graphic on the
dark blue-colored woven upper,
with red laces and sole.
Some buy every shoe that
Nike releases because this is one
of most popular shoes sold.
“You’ll never find a shoe like
this,” said sneakerhead Timia
Strickland. “The person who
made them is a billionaire. The
shoes are cold, like they come in
so many different colors.”
Some are conflicted over the
general value.
“The shoe is worth it, but
then again, it’s not because the
only thing that changes is the
color of the shoe,” Farr said.
But, on the other hand, some
say it doesn’t make sense to keep
purchasing what amounts to the
same basic shoe that’s either
identical or similar to one that

came out a few years before (the
“new” Legend Blue is the same
one originally released in 1995).
“I don’t buy it over and over
again,” junior Miles Bradley said.
“I think that’s stupid, and I feel if
you miss the release you can get
the shoe on the restock because
that’s smart.”
But often times if a sneakerhead doesn’t buy them when they
first hit store shelves, they’ll usually
have to pay more on eBay or from
a reseller, or “flipper,” who buys
collectable shoes and sells them
for more than the retail price.
This secondary market for
limited-edition sneakers, including
Jordans, is estimated to be worth
upward of $1 billion, according to
a recent BBC news story.
Some prices are astronomic. As
of last week, one eBay flipper listed
a pair of Air Jordan 5 (V) Original
Fire Reds White/Red - Charcoal
Black sneakers--that appear very
used, according to the provided
photo--for the breathtaking “Buy It
Now” amount of $45,000.
Maybe it’s a good investment; the self-proclaimed
professional collector claims he
“...would estimate their worth
between $50.000.00 $100.000.00
given the pairs [sic] rarity...”

SEEKING HELP FOR FUNDING
continued from page 12

political, or something anti-government, but this is a wish list.”
The shirts may have been
controversial, but the purpose
was to seek sponsorships to build
a new gym.
“I really think we might need
to pursue some partnerships,” Dr.
Epps said, “maybe through some
corporate sponsorship, because
we know CPS doesn’t have any
money.”
And expensive it would be.
A comparable new facility that
could house 1,050 seats would

likely cost approximately $4.9
million, as one in Archie, Missouri
did in 2012. The new, energy-efficient structure features a monolithic dome.
Decades ago, an expansion
of the north gym and what appears to be an added gym on the
east wall of the student cafeteria
was proposed as part of the 1983
campus redevelopment proposal
(See Re-Development Proposal
photo).
According to architect drawings, the initial plan (1978) was

wide in scope and included additional academic buildings and
offices on the south side of 111th
Street, plus a new swimming pool
building on the southwest corner
of Vincennes and 111th. Costs
limited what was actually completed: an open campus with no
additional structural space.
And it’s unlikely that Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) would step
in and foot the bill, considering that they’ve already spent
over $24 million on improvements since 2011 and that we’ve

slipped, academically, to become
a Level 2 school.
Furthermore, in examining
CPS’ Comprehensive Capital
Improvement Plan for Fiscal Years
2015 – 2019, no money--none at
all--is currently allocated for any
physical improvement at MP.
Regardless, Irvin has been
working hard to get the message
out that they are in need of a new
gym.
“We’ve been doing social
media, and I’ve been doing
newspaper articles,” Irvin said,

referring to a recent story in the
Southtown Star. “I’ve been doing
a lot of stressing about needing a
big gym.”
Jackson said he couldn’t help
because of his current job.
“From a NCAA stand point,
I could never get involved in that
type of way,” he said.
But there are high hopes for
a future Morgan Park gym.
“[I see] a dome-like gym
on top of some or our property,
perhaps attach a tunnel,” Rosa
said.

dence that students’ reading and
writing skills erode if they’re not
learning in their senior year,” said
Conley, according to a District
Administration article on the subject. “This built-in assumption that
students can take a year off is a
tremendous waste of resources.”

And this lost time serves to
cause a cascade of problems over
the long-term, something few
bother to consider.
According to a 2010 study
from the National Center for Public
Policy and Higher Education, 75
percent of freshmen entering a
two-year college required remedial
work in English, math or both. An
estimated 60 percent of incoming
freshmen in less selective four-year
colleges such as state universities
required some form of remediation.
And while more students are
attending college, just over half
are taking up to six years due to
remediation needs to graduate
with bachelor’s degrees.
But many dismiss reality, and
say that if you put in a hard three
years of high school work, the
fourth year should be nothing but
smooth sailing.
“We’ve been trying to
maintain our grades for things like
GPAs and college acceptance,
and now that we don’t have to
do that anymore, it’s time for
a break,” senior Brittani Shade
said. “We’re just tired, and we
shouldn’t have to work.”
Most of the seniors nearly
have all of their credits or only

need 1-2 core classes to graduate.
“I basically have all electives, which are not technically
real classes, so they’re easy, and I
don’t have to put too much effort
into them,” Brown said. “So you
can slack off without failing.”
Most are just eager for
graduation and are feeling the
seniority.
“I’m a senior: enough said,”
senior Destiny Robinson said.
“Don’t expect me to take work
seriously. We’re honestly just
ready to leave; give us a break.”
Of course, some teachers
feel like senioritis does not exist
and does not mean you can stop

learning just because you’re in
the twelfth grade.
“You should always want to
learn more because you’re going
to have to keep learning to prepare and keep up in college,” science teacher Sandra Payne said.
“Take some good notes even if
you don’t turn in your work”
Seems like a large portion
of the Senior Class has been infected with senioritis; is there one
senior still feeling workflow?
“In some classes, I actually do my work, because I still
want to maintain my grades, and
I need the class to graduate,”
senior Samiya Baker said.

SENIORITIS

continued from page 10

that they will quickly turn back on
their brains when they hit college
in the fall. Unfortunately, the facts
don’t bear this out at all, according to David Conley, CEO of the
Center for Education Policy at the
University of Oregon.
“We’ve seen plenty of evi-

BOWLING UPDATE
continued from page 12

though we are still short of
extra team members, I am
happy with this team, and I’m
confident that we will be able
to do great things this season
as we are expected to do.”
But having to make due
with a small squad still hasn’t
stopped the girls. Practicing
twice and sometimes even
three times a week, the girls
are putting in an effort to
prove to all of their opponents
and doubters that “it’s not the
size of the team that matters,
but its the game you bring that
matters the most,” sophomore
bowler Alexis Pugh said.
“With the hard work and

effort we are putting in during
practice, along with the skills
we have we are sure to prove
everyone wrong,” Whittier said.
Bowling since the age
of six, Briah Wesby, a new
freshman to the girls team, is
bringing her extra help as she
averages a 150.
“I’m excited for the
season,” Wesby said. “I’m
especially excited for state and
city. I just want to win it all.”
With the record of 28-0 for
the boy’s team and 6-3 for the
girl’s team, both teams are still
trying to leave their mark on
this year’s season as they have
done the previous years.

Deadline for
Yearbook 2015
Club and team
Photos
Clubs and Organizations must be
photographed by Friday, January 14.
All sports teams must be photographed by Friday, February 14.
See yearbook sponsor Mr. Majeske
(Room 132) ASAP to schedule.
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Basketball team seeks attention for new gym

Varsity boys basketball player Alonzo Chapman is greeted by
his teammates during introductions before the Simeon match-up
in mid-December played at Whitney Young’s gymnasium. The
boys first drew attention to their desire for a new athletic facility
at this game by wearing white warm-up shirts that read, “We
Need A Gym.” (Photo by Jalisa Brown)
By Jalisa Brown

“W

e Need A Gym.”
That’s what the boys
basketball team’s white warm-up
shirts announce in all-caps black
lettering at the last few games to
draw attention to the what they
say is a need for a modern gymnasium facility.
Over the past few years,
the Mustangs have had to host
home games at other gyms, due
to the small space they currently
utilize in the “old,” or north, boys
gymnasium that can only hold a
relatively small group of spectators.
“The capacity is too small,”
said Nick Irvin, the boys head
varsity basketball coach. “I think
we can get 200 to 300 students
in there, [and we have 1300-plus
students].”
Assistant Principal Edward
Rosa also sees a problem with the
gym’s diminutive size.
“A prime-time, D1, all-star,
two-time state champ program
shouldn’t have the seating capacity of a grammar school,” Rosa
said.

High school basketball courts
are typically 84 feet by 50 feet,
with an area of 4,200 square feet.
The north gym isn’t much larger
than that, as it narrowly accommodates a series of new hideaway bleachers on both sides of
the court.
The contrast with that of
other facilities becomes glaringly apparent when one visits
other schools, such as Whitney
M. Young Magnet High School
(built in 1975), which features an
enormous stadium with seating
capacity in the thousands.
The students are unhappy
about the size limitation, too.
“I think they should probably
knock down that classroom completely [referring to the health/
drivers education room and two
bathrooms that separate the two
gyms] and make one big gym,”
senior cheerleader Gillian Magee
said. “There’s barely enough
space for both teams to see the
game.”
The size is not the only problem with the gym according to
Senior Forward Alonzo Taylor.
“It’s old and needs to be
re-done,” Taylor said. “The floors

In 1978, a re-development plan was proposed for Morgan Park, and the design was published in
this 1979 Beverly Review supplement (shown here). Not only was an expansion of the boys and
girls south gymnasiums included, but various offices, science labs, a library, and even a separate
swimming pool facility were hoped to be part of the project. Unfortunately, only part of the plan
was realized.
aren’t that good for us to play
on.”
The shirts where suppose to
be a harmless statement maker.
“We wanted to make a statement,” Irvin said.
But not everyone saw it
as harmless. One particular
alumnus of MP, who is a former
NFL player, and current college
football coach, Frisman Jackson,
thinks the shirts were inappropriate, at least in how they appear
to piggyback on another topical
message.
“I thought they were trying to send a great message,”
Jackson said. “I know that the
gym is old, and I know that they
haven’t made any changes to it
just from a space stand point.

But with all that’s going on from a
social injustice stand point [speaking of the deaths of many African
American males and shirts for
them that said ‘I Can’t Breathe’
or ‘Hands Up, Don’t Shoot’], the
t-shirts are being used to kind of
express those social injustice, and
for them to do the same thing,
I thought it was kind of poor
taste.”
The principal and fan of the
basketball teams, Dr. Carolyn
Epps, disagrees with Jackson.
“I believe in the rights to
freedom of speech,” Dr. Epps
said. “You should be able to express your opinions and concerns
at anytime.”
Coach Irvin said the players
often complain about the gym,

and thinks Jackson is out of order,
“[The guys] always mention,
like, ‘Man, why we can’t play at
home? Why we got to move the
game?’ “Irvin said. “[Jackson]
was on the wrong part. If he has a
voice like that, he needs to come
back and help.”
Rosa doesn’t see a problem
and applauds the guys for the
shirts.
“[The shirts] made me kind
of proud that they are standing
up for something,” Rosa said. “It
was tasteful; I didn’t see anything
derogatory. Had it been maybe
a controversial issue, something

Please turn to page 11 for

SEEKING HELP
FOR FUNDING

Bowlers on a roll to return to championship form
By Nia Johnson
and La’Rie Strong

T

Girls captain Tiarra Wilkins shows excellent form in her release at Lawn Lanes on December 17
against Lindblom Math & Scence Academy. (Photo by Nia Johnson)

he bowling teams have
entered their second
month of the season (as of
December) and are already on top.
“[The season] is going pretty
good, everyone is bringing their
‘A-game’,” co-captain of the boys
team Charles Berry said. “With
everyone contributing like this, I
know we’re making it to state.”
As a partner team leader, Berry
is planning on bringing the “enthusiasm and high-spirit,” to the team.
“We can’t win with attitudes
and stress, so it’s my job to help
keep the energy alive,” he said.
The bowling squads have
been known to typically have a
team of excellent bowlers.
“[I chose Morgan Park]
because I love bowling,” said
newcomer and freshman Reginald
“Reggie” Petty Jr. who averages a
solid 190. “I’ve done it for so many

years, and I’ve wanted to continue
at a school with a great team.”
The defending Public League
champion boys varsity bowling
team made an amazing run in the
city and IHSA state finals last year,
and did what no other Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) team has
ever done in this state series: The
team placed among the top ten,
9th out of 24 teams.
Morgan Park realizes that the
stronger the team is, the better
chances of wins they have for the
season.
Winning their last two matches against Chicago High School
for Agricultural Sciences (CHSAS)
and Simeon Career Academy-just before winter vacation--the
girls are taking a big step closer
to their goals as well.
“We are doing really good
so far,” co-captain of the girls
team Patrice Whittier said. “Even
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