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Theater group reborn performing
special Black History Month play
By Aryel Hayes
and Jalisa Mathis

A

Dancers perform for seated African queen Keira Roseboro and king Anthony Davis during one of
the early scenes of last month’s Black History Month stage play, “Where We’ve Been,” held in
Blackwelder Hall last Wednesday evening. (Photo by Nia Johnson)

Freshman On Track rate soars
Ninth graders
improve first
semester FOT rate
to 88 percent
By Nia Johnson
and La’Rie Strong

T

INSIDE

he Freshman On Track
rate (FOT) appears
to have risen dramatically
with 88 percent of freshman
reaching a passing grade in all
of their core classes for the first
semester.

FOT coordinator and English
Teacher Gerald Winston told
EMPEHI News that the 9th grade
core course passing rate climbed
from 67.9 percent after the first
10 weeks of school to 88 percent
at the end of the first semester.
This is great news, as it suggests
a positive trend for raising the
Morgan Park’s School Quality
Rating (SQR), which, based on
a collection of school data from
the 2013-2014 school year, led
Chicago Public Schools (CPS) to
lower MP’s overall rating to Level
2 (considered “below average”).
The FOT rate is the percentage of students earning five or
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more credits and failing no
more than one semester core
course during their entire 9th
grade year, according to the
School Quality Rating Policy
(SQRP). Once a student is off
track, they can only get back
“On Pace,” meaning that even
though a student may pass
the course in an after-school
recover class, he or she is still
considered off track.
Even though the Class of
2018’s FOT first 10-week rate

Please turn to page 5 for
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new student-based
theater group
highlighted their growing talents
by performing a special historylaced play in honor of Black
History Month late last week in
the school auditorium.
“Where We’ve Been: A Journey Through Black History Part
I,” held during two showings last
Wednesday in Blackwelder Hall,
student performers and guests
had the opportunity to be more
informed of African American
history. There was an early show
for a small group of guests during
the school day, while the official
performance opened the curtain
at 7 p.m. to an audience that
nearly filled the first level of the
auditorium.
The nearly two-hour series
of skits was written by seniors
Samaiya Baker, Jalisa Brown, and
Alexandra Glenn. The entire show
was sponsored and coordinated
by social sciences teacher Katrina

Richard, who is an accomplished
stage performer herself, most
recently featured in the musical
“The Marvelous Marvelettes” at
the Black Ensemble Theater.
An enormous cast and
support team put together an
entertaining and informative show
that had historical references of
African royalty, slavery and cruelty,
emancipation, all the way up to
the 1920s Jazz Age with scenes
from the famed Savoy Ballroom
in Harlem, New York City. There
was even a scene that included
a powerful rendition of “I’m a
Woman,” sung by Richard, Principal Carolyn Epps, and chorus
director Gabrielyn Foster.
The acting was supplemented with short slide show
presentations and the school’s
Jazz Ensemble. Sound and other
technical features were coordinated by social sciences teacher
Alvin James.

Please turn to page 2 for

‘WHERE WE’VE
BEEN’

Election leads
to April runoff
By Dazesha Williams

Y

ou probably didn’t
vote last week in the
Municipal Election, did you?
Well, even if you didn’t
all registered voters will get
a second chance to do their
democratic duty and cast a
ballot in the run-off election
that will feature the incumbent
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Rahm Emanuel and runner-up
Jesus “Chuy” Garcia in a race
for mayor.
Mayor Emanuel on
Tuesday, February 24, did not
meet the 50 percent-plus-one
threshold to avoid a runoff,
and so he will face Garcia, the

Please turn to page 8 for
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This month’s
noteworthy people
and organizations,
and reminders.

In January, science teacher
Glennie King submitted two
of her students essays in
the Essay Competition for
the Illinois Junior Academy
of Science 2015 Theme:
“Chemistry Has All The
Solutions!!!” Sophomores
Nyah Addison and Vernisha
Perkins made it to the final
round of the competition
and have been invited to
the Symposium & Essay
Luncheon on Thursday,
March 19 and the Science
Fair Awards Ceremony,
Sunday, March 22, 2015 at
the Museum of Science and
Industry.
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‘WHERE WE’VE BEEN’
continued from page 1

The show also had a common thread featuring a narrative
by a fictional modern-day family
of two grandparents trying to enlighten a stereotypical misguided
teenage girl who knows nothing
of her rich culture. That teen was
played by senior Karrington Taylor, with her grandparents played
by the brother and sister team of
Bronson and Keira Roseboro.
It was a long-time coming in
producing a show like this, according to the director of the play.
“There was so much that
went into producing this play!”
Richard said, who is also an
African American history teacher.
“We started putting together the
storyline for the play in OctoberDecember, then we held auditions in January, and we had to
do call-backs and start rehearsals.
Everyone had to learn their lines
and really begin to channel their
characters.”
Surprisingly, there has not

• • • • •
MP had five students
accepted to St. Xavier’s
Honor Band, according to
band director Shemeka
Nash. Those students,
including Marcellus Freeman, Kristopher Herring,
Raynard Parham, Marcus
Wheat and Deonte Taylor,
performed in a full weekend of activities at the University during the weekend
of January 17.

OPINION
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editorials or columns by writing letters to the
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been a formal stage performance
in the once-dilapidated Blackwelder Hall since 2006, despite
various attempts that included
a few drama expositions that offered short skits to the audience.
This year’s show did nothing but
shine in the hall that had a radical renovation that was finished
nearly two years ago.
Many students are pleased
with the return of a play, especially one with an important topic.
“I think it’s great that the
school [produced] a Black History
play because it seems like this
generation doesn’t really value
our rich history and the sacrifices
that our ancestors made for us
to have the rights that we have
today,” senior Tyler Ross,17, said.
“The fact that students can participate makes it that much more
personal and special.”
Many students were cast as
actors, dancers and singers.
“I love watching plays, and
it’s nice that I get to see some
of my friends and classmates
perform,” junior Whitney Jarvis
said a few days before the play
was held. “It also allows students
who want to pursue careers in
acting, singing or dancing a little
exposure to what it’s really like to
be involved in different productions—a little experience.”
Providing an opportunity for
students to act and sing on stage
is something that needs to happen more often, Richard said.
“Art is universal but is often

overlooked, not only in schools,
but in society,” the director said.
“It’s something that we should
focus on more.”
When the curtains finally
opened, the sponsor was especially satisfied with what she saw
and heard.
“There were so many proud
moments for me,” Richard said.
“As I sat and watched the play, I
thought, ‘They finally got it!’ I told
them to think about their ancestors and everything they’ve been
through, and I think that really
helped them get into character.
They became the character.”
Various scenes also included
different styles of dance, coordinated by senior Rachelle Hampton.
“I’m the head choreographer
for this play and I gathered about
10-15 dancers, and we practiced
different African, hip-hop and jazz
dances everyday after school,”
she said. “I also performed a
dance paired with a song by
Nina Simone. It’s incredible and
everyone can get something out
of this!”
Although there weren’t a lot
of students who were in atten-

dance for the evening show, performer and senior Timia Strickland
though more should have come
out to experience the play.
“It revealed some of our
history and it’s done in a modern
way,” the dancer said. “There’s no
way you could get bored with it.
Everyone can relate to it; old or
young. It’s also very funny.”
In fact, for those who did
miss it, this was only Part I; the sequel is coming up in just a couple
of months.
“We are doing it all over
again,” Richard said. “We have
another production coming up
in May. [However,] I’m going to
work with smaller groups this time
around. That way, I won’t have
to worry about whether or not
everyone will show up. I could
just work with a few dedicated,
reliable actors.”
There is much more in store
for the theater club next year, too.
They are working on purchasing
new props, coming up with story
lines for new plays, and will be
working with members from Black
Ensemble to hone their skills.

For a full-color feature on ‘Where
We’ve Been: Part I,’ turn to pages 6-7.
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Nine students were recognized for having perfect attendance during the first semester of
the school year (no absences, excused or unexcused). They are Niya Griffin, Diamante Hare,
Miyah Hubbard-Munir, Jahlil McClure, Attondra O’Neil, Jalissa Purnell, Camry Sanders,
Xavier Stamps, and Arianna Turner. Hubbard-Munir, O’Neil, and Stamps can also boast of
having only zero tardies during the first half of the school year; Hare, McClure, and Sanders
have just one.
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What’s old is new again:
Former assistant principal
resumes role after nine years
By Shaquira Williams
and Briana Minued

W

ho doesn’t remember
the 1989 movie,
“Lean On Me,” starring Morgan
Freeman as the principal of
downtrodden Eastside High,
loosely based on Joe Louis Clark,
a social studies teacher, then
elementary teacher who becomes
the high school principal who
uses get-tough measures to get
Eastside back on track?
In the process of Mr. Clark
trying to save the school, he
encountered a few problems with
bad students, difficult parents and
unsupportive city officials.
Mr. Clark was very demanding and not the one to be messed
with; he was about business and
had no problem with throwing
kids out of the school building.
Sound familiar? Some
students are now saying “Andre
Lodree is another Mr. Clark,”
referring to the new assistant
principal, or AP.
Although Assistant Principal
Lodree may be new to the student body and much of the staff,
he is definitely not new to the
walls of Morgan Park.
“I’m here out of retirement,”
Lodree said. “I was the assistant
principal here at Morgan Park for
12 years.”
Lodree left MP in June 2005
when long-time principal Charles
Alexander and fellow assistant
principal Stanley Strom retired.
It was then when the remaining
assistant principal, Beryl Shingles,
was elected principal; she left to
open South Shore International
College Preparatory High School
in 2011.
Unfortunately, the AP position has been something of a
revolving door since Lodree left
in ‘05. Those who have comeand-gone include Deborah Carter
(2005-11), Juan Gardner (200506), Kathy Farr (2005-06), Kathy
Panagakis (2006-08) and Sean
Clayton (2006-07), Todd Hall
(2007-10), Mia Cox (2009-10), and
Remy Washington (2011-13).
Lodree was brought out of
retirement to fill in for assistant
principal Edward Rosa, hired in
2013, who is currently on leave.
“I’ve heard plenty of nice

Addison, Nyah
Adkins, Brianna
Alderson, Corey
Alexander, Lequila
Andrews, Alexander
Anni, Korede
Avina, Ariel
Backstrom, Mia
Baker, Nasir
Banks, Travis
Barnett, Kendall
Barrett, Elexus
Bell, Symone
Bell, Xavier
Betancourt, Angela
Bobo, Vontrice
Brown, Coriana
Brown, Daniel

Brown, Rashawnta
Burns, Jessica
Burrell, Romelo
Burton, Amanda
Butler, Dajona
Campbell, Jada
Canty, Patrice
Capler, Chardae’
Carter, Braijon
Carter, Laniece
Cheeks, Alyssa
Chester, Delorise
Cruse, Kayla
Davis, Keymani
Davis, Rodney
Davis, Tamia
Diallo, Fatoumata
Dorsey, Olivia

Dowdell, Kapri
Echols, Serena
Elverton, Sylvester
Escobar, Shane
Essex, Isis
Ewing, Mariah
Fashola, Amani
Freeman, Takeisha
Gaines, Christian
Gaston, Khalani
Gilbert, Paul
Gilliean, Marcus
Gladney, Tiera
Glenn, Alexandra
Habib, Salifu
Hardy, Jelani
Harris, Alexandria
Harris, James

Harris, Renay
Hayes, Aryel
Hayes, Ricardo
Hill, Destiny
Hobbs, Akyesha
Holloway, Javonate
Hoover, Dequan
Howard, Jayla
Jackson, Kimani
Jackson, Porsha
Jackson, Samonhi
James, William
Johnson, Calvin
Jones, Kerry
Jones, Verdell
Klyce, Candace
Knowles, Lyric
Lacey, Koi

Leach, Brooke
Madison, Niamya
Mason, Kiara
Maye, Triniti
Mcdavis, Ivy
McNabb, Essence
Mcswine, Bobbi
Meyer, Xavion
Morris, Antwon
Murphy, Jasmin
Myers, Davon
Nelson, Amylynn
Nlome, Ange-Nadege
Parker, Christopher
Pryor, Deja
Purnell, Jalissa
Radcliffe, Yatamek
Ramirez, Joaquin

Assistant principal Andre
Lodree, pictured here on
the reverse side of his CD,
entitled “Strings For All
Nations,” is an avid musician
and educator. Hired out
of retirement, the he has
resumed the administrative
role he once had for 12 years
at MP.
things about Mr. Rosa,” said
Lodree. “We’re both [military]
veterans.”
Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
Central Office called Lodree and
asked him to come back and
assist Morgan Park because they
simply knew he was the man for
the job, Lodree said.
Lodree started out as a
substitute teacher back in 1980
and worked his way up to the top
since then. He was the assistant
principal at Coles Elementary
school before he first came to
Morgan Park.
After serving as one of MP’s
administrative team, Lodree left
because of a higher promotion he
was offered. He was later placed
at Central Office as a city-wide
trainer for safety and security for
all schools. He has trained over
hundreds of security guards in all
700 hundred schools in the city of
Chicago.
On a personal note, Lodree is
also a well-rounded guitarist and
singer who has released many
albums.

Please turn to page 5 for

LODREE’S ENCORE

Rhoden, Richard
Robinson, Kobie
Roddy, Makala
Roseboro, Keira
Ross, Tyler
Russell, Tammy
Semper, Kyle
Smith, Omari
Smith, Raven
Spencer, Rachel
Stewart, Zonia
Street, David
Strong, Larie
Sykes, Angela
Taylor, Briana
Tennort, Rushton
Terry, Kyilah
Thomas, Nina

Tobar Jr., Brian
Ulmer, Jessie
Walton, Jarielle
Warr, Emerald
Wheat, Marcus
Whittier, Patrice
Wilkes, Trenise
Williams, Ashli
Williams, Daja
Williams, Javion
Williams, Mason
Williams, Tinell
Wright, Kelsi
Young, Dominique
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Newly-minted voters get chance at democratic process
By Danielle Washington
and Timia Strickland

Far left: Timia
Strickland, Shaquira
Williams, Lashawn
Lewis, Taylor Stamps,
and Rachelle Hampton
hold up their handmade
posters announcing
why they are exercising
their right to vote.

A

ll of the students who
were eligible to vote in
last month’s Municipal Election
were provided the opportunity
to register and cast—for most-their first official ballot, thanks to
a special program coordinated
by Chicago Votes, Mikva
Challenge, and Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) officials and school
representatives.
After a introductory session held in Blackwelder Hall,
designed to inform the students
on the day’s events, 71 seniors
then were bussed to Woodson
Regional Library on February 9 to
officially register and to vote early
for the candidates of their choice
in the Chicago mayoral and aldermanic races.
Representatives from Chicago Votes, Mikva Challenge and
student voice coordinator Cristina
Salgado from the CPS Office of
Service Learning came to MP as
facilitators and chaperones to
support this event. Led by Mikva
Challenge and the Chicago Votes
staff, students met in the auditorium and took part in activities,
which introduced the teens to the
candidates and what the important issues were.
“They learned the importance of voting and making
decisions on candidates based on
the things which were important
to them and what each candidate
represents,” said Dr. Deborah
Hawes, who helped to coordinate
the event. “No candidate was endorsed, but, instead, we learned
how to make informed decisions
about them from straight facts.”
The students who were
18-years-old went on the trip and
voted either for the first time--or
second, that is if they voted back
in the state election in November.

At left: Dazja Thompson
and Richelle Edwards
complete the various
voter registration forms
before they get their
chance in a voting
booth.

Above left: Mikva Challenge representatives lead a cheer, along with senior football players Ronnie Polk and Anfernee RobinsonGreene, to get the 18 to 19-year-olds pumped up to vote. (Photos by Jalisa Brown)
Every student had the chance
to register and fill out a form to
receive a voter registration card.
“This will be an experience
that I will share with my friends
and other important people in my
life,” senior Kyren Moore said.
“The day that I joined 70 other
Morgan Park students cast my
first vote for the mayor.”
Early voting wasn’t only available for this group of students,
but for all eligible voters in
Chicago. Early Voting for the Feb.
24, 2015 Municipal Election was
offered from Monday, February 9
through Saturday, February 21 at
51 sites around the city, including

Woodson library.
About 90,000 Chicago voters
cast their ballots during early voting, including more than 21,500
votes on Saturday, February 21,
which set a single-day record for
a municipal election, according to
reports.
Many who attended the trip
shared different views on their
experience on voting, and even
though some thought that the
experience was quite long and
difficult, most thought that it was
the most memorable trip that
they have experienced at the
school.
“The polls were crowded

and lines were formed with other
people waiting to vote,” senior
Melvin Robinson said. “We had
been divided into three groups
before leaving school: one was
for the ones who had voter registration cards and the others had
nothing. I was one of the ones
who had a chance to get in the
line that went by quick due to my
card, but many others had to wait
in the long line due to the fact
they wasn’t registered.”
Both staff the at the Woodson library and the election
officials were very helpful, and
the library director spoke and
said that the students had good

behavior and advised them to
encourage their friends to register
and exercise the right to vote.
“This was my first time voting, and I think that what the
school did for the students was
great and should do that again
every year,” senior Tre’Jae Calhoun said. “This shouldn’t be that
first and last time.”
There has been a lot of
positive feed back of the trip that
was taken. Many parents thought
that it was a very positive thing
that the school provided for the
students, and the students who
probably would have never voted
before voted that day.

Students hear firsthand stories of tragedy caused by Chicago violence
By Paul Gilbert
and Gabriela Lacy

S

Speaker Victor Valencia,
whose personal narrative is
included in the book How
Long Will I Cry, recalls
when his brother was
senselessly murdered at a
party.

tudents were invited
by DePaul University
to attend a seminar presented
by the Chicago organization
Community Peacemakers (CPM)
at John Hancock High School last
Friday to reflect on the violence
in the and encourage them to be
expressive in knowing they’re not
alone in relation to enduring the
pain of violence.
The coordinators of the
day-long trip were Dr. Deborah Hawes, and staff members
Jaclyn Thornton, Angela Gipson,
and Brenda Price. Community
Peacemakers, who sponsors the
program, is a partnership between DePaul and Chicago Public
Schools as a response to youth
violence in Chicago. DePaul
college mentors are paired with
CPS schools where they work with
teachers and students to explore
the roots of violence and ways
to promote peace in Chicago
through activities and conversations facilitated by DePaul
students.

Early on during the day’s
event, Morgan Park students led
an impromptu dance-off, which
quickly became a showcase of
pom-pon and Emeralds dancers
while waiting on the speakers to
arrive.
When group arrived, they
introduced the purpose of the
discussion, which was to suggest
alternative ways to approach
and react to situations other than
retaliating in a negative way, such
as violence.
After settling down, the students were introduced to Victor
Valencia, who’s brother, Frankie,
was killed at a Halloween party in
Humboldt Park six years ago. He
spoke about how the program
was created in his memory, and
how he and others were inspired
to speak with those also affected
by the rampant gun violence in
the Windy City.
Valencia turned the mic over
to three actors who read tales from
the resulting play and book How
Long Will I Cry. While the actors
themselves were not the authors
of the tales, the raw emotion and
coarse language brought all those
in attendance, if ever so briefly,

into the lives of those people.
Then, some of the book’s
narrative contributors (Max Cerda,
Latoya Winters, and DeShon
McKnight came up to speak and
answer questions.
Some, including senior
Chardae Capler, though the tragic
tales were interesting.
“They told us their stories
and it was life-changing,” she

said. “One thing I took from
that was what LaToya said was
to ‘Forgive but never forget’
because it hurts.”
Another senior, Ange
Nlome, said it gave her insight
to those who have suffered

Please turn to page 5 for

REFLECTING ON
VIOLENCE

TIME FOR A SELFIE! After the discussion, a group of the students
who attended the trip to Hancock take a memory photo.
(Photos by Paul Gilbert)
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LODREE’S ENCORE
continued from page 3

Staff who are familiar with
Lodree is glad to have him back
in action.
“I’m actually excited to have
Mr. Lodree back,” IBMYP coordinator Adriane Hanes said. “He
was my AP when I went here [as a
student] back in 2001. Now we’re
working together as colleagues.”
Other staff believes he’s the
change that Morgan Park needs.
“He was my AP my first year
teaching at MP,” English teacher
Gerald Winston said. “He’s not
going take any [bad attitude] from
these youngsters.”
Although many adults have
said great things about him, some
students believe he’s a version of
“Major Payne.”
“He’s coming in doing too
much,” senior Brittani Shade
complained. “He didn’t warm up

to any students…just started being an enforcer.”
Others aren’t happy about
the sudden change with Lodree’s
rules and even claim it’s unfair.
“I’m upset Mr. Rosa is gone,”
senior Donald Harvey said.
“Some of Lodree’s new rules
are just absurd. I don’t think we
should have to wait outside in the
cold if we’re waiting on our parent,” referring how no student is
allowed to hang out in the building after 3 p.m.
Some seniors have had
plenty to say, but don’t think most
of the things apply to them, seeing as they’ll be graduating in a
few months.
“His new rules only bother
me to a certain extent,” senior
Mekah Jordan said. “I’ll be graduating soon. I just feel bad for the

underclassmen if he has to stay
for next year; it’s going to be lots
of changes.”
Lodree doesn’t mean any

harm with his actions; he’s only
trying to help bring MP back to its
good standing—and it’s going to
start with even the little things.

“There isn’t even a consequence for tardiness,” Lodree
said. “I’m here to tighten the
place back up.”

REFLECTING ON VIOLENCE
continued from page 4

from the terrible violence that
has plagued Chicago.
“[The most interesting
part of what they said] was
how to survive being around
that environment,” she said.
The book features a
long collection of those who
recalled when, in 2011 and
2012, more than 900 people
were being murdered on

the streets of Chicago. Creative
writing students from DePaul
University fanned out all over the
city to interview people whose
lives have been changed forever
by the bloodshed and produce
this book.
The reality that these people
endured was perhaps most
enlightening, according to senior
Kayla Lee.

“The panel who shared
their real life experiences was
real,” she said. “It was people
telling their story. It wasn’t
made up like reality TV.”
Similarly, student Kelsie
Prear who also attended, said,
“My favorite experience was
hearing other speak on their
past experiences and relating
to the panelists.”

ON TRACK RATE IMPROVES

“ ”

continued from page 1

was an improvement
go hard or go harder.
could pass.”
lowed mentors to miss class—but
over the 59 percent
I don’t like to be
Thanks to the senior mentors
also make up work—so that were
I have [9th grade] students who would
FOT rate earned last
embarrassed, so they
who stayed on their mentees, makable to help their mentees.
sit in my class and ask me, ‘Oh, Mr.
school year (by the
knew not to make me
ing sure they’re on track, and the
The FOT Program has been
Winston, do you think she’s coming to- look bad.”
sophomore Class of
overall school effort and help from
a great success, and the coordiday? I’d say [yes,] and they would start
2017), it wasn’t good
Other mentors
teachers, this program is beginning
nator plans to have the mentors
enough, so teachhad techniques of
to become really successful.
continue to support Morgan Park
doing their work. They were afraid of
ers were urged to
their own; they would
Just some of the teachers
from here on out.
Shaquira.
provide increased inconsider themselves
and school officials who helped
“I’m really proud of the seniors
struction and recovery
as their “school hours
out in this effort, according to
who are helping out,” Winston
programs to help the
parent.”
Winston, were Ellen Bedore,
said. “The freshmen could really re--FOT coordinator Gerald Winston
freshmen improve.
“I look after
Juan Figueroa, James Fitzgerlate. It was a great idea, so for the
Additionally, the Senior Menmy mentees as if they were my
ald, Sarah Huels, Bonita Harris,
second semester, the mentoring
considered off track to graduate
tor program was instituted, where
within four years and help them
younger sibling,” Senior Mentor
Marguerite Jung, Carrie Kelso,
program will be open to any senior
boost their grades up.
65 upperclassmen volunteered
Tatiyana said, “but I also don’t
Charles Lesley, Carol McDaniel,
that wants to do it—as long as they
“Senior mentors check on
to serve as freshman coaches
play when it comes to their work.
Louise Miazga, Gerald Moore,
are willing to put in the work and
and tutors for approximately 100
their mentees throughout the
I called one of my mentee’s
Lauren Plotkin, Dr. Rita Williams,
really have the desire to help these
freshman placed on a “watchlist.”
whole day,” Winston said, “so if
parents just [because] he wasn’t
Linda Miller, Andria Washington,
freshmen avoid academic trouble
This roster identified 9th graders
they had a freshman failing biolcoming to class, and I was trying
and Julie de Tineo, with a special
that may hamper their chances to
ogy, they would go in and talk to
who were off-track at the 5-week
to make sure he got here so he
thanks to Jaclyn Thornton who alsucceed in the future.”
their teachers to see what help
and/or 10-week reporting period
with two or more failing core
could be done.”
(English, math, social science, or
Mentors are so dedicated to
science) grades.
helping their mentees that even
some would miss class to sit in
Apparently, the program has
their freshman class and make
had great success, according to
Winston who leads the mentoring sure that they are staying focused
and doing their work.
program.
“Some mentors like Shaquira
“Approximately 60 [percent]
Williams would pull their mentee
were on track by the end of the
out of lunch and sit down with
semester,” he said.
SCHOOL QUALITY RATING CALCULATIONS
them to finish their homework
The specially-appointed
that teachers allow them to make
seniors were those who have a
(BASED ON WEIGHTED SQR DATA PLUS FOT RATE)
up,” Winston said.
GPA of 2.5 or higher, good grades,
If the current 88 percent
The mentors are basically
and whom he felt were qualified
Freshman
On Track (FOT)
there acting as a shadow making
enough to handle the pressures
rate holds through the end
sure the targeted freshmen are
of their own school work, as well
of the school year, it would
doing what’s right.
as making sure they helped their
(Level 2+)
have a significant impact
“I have [9th grade] students
freshmen mentees improve their
on raising Morgan Park’s
who would sit in my class and
grades.
School Quality Rating
ask me, ‘Oh, Mr. Winston, do
Most of the failing grades
(SQR).
you think she’s coming today?’”
were in algebra classes, while
After calculating weighted
the English teacher said. “I’d say
there was a fairly equal distribupoints from 13 different
[yes,] and they would start doing
tion between the science, English
categories from the 2013their work. They were afraid of
and social studies classes, where
2.0
2014 school year, MP
Shaquira.”
those failing percentages ranged
(Level
2)
earned an overall weighted
The mentors of this program
between 33-36 percent, accordhave shown a strong interest in
ing to Winston.
SQR score of 2.4 which
Helping students focus acahelping their assigned mentees
falls within the Level 2 band
pass their classes by using their
demically is especially important
range of 2.0 and 2.9.
own techniques and helping
during the freshman year, the
A significant portion of the
styles.
coordinator emphasized.
score was due to the to 59
“[If this program continues at
“I sweat [my mentees],”
percent FOT from who are
this rate of progression] the impact Senior Mentor and pom team
now the Sophomore Class.
member Shaquira Williams said.
to the school will be great,” WinThis only earned the school
“I have two freshman to watch
ston said. “I think you will see an
1 point (unweighted), or
over: one boy…and one girl…I
increase in the school’s graduation
.15 weighted. At 88, MP
rate, an increase in overall GPA,
ride their backs and stay on them
would earn 4 points, or .6
and an increase in test scores. If
about stuff, and I sometimes pop
weighted.
up randomly.”
students are doing better in class,
So, if the data in the other
Not that the mentors were
those skills will transfer over to the
12 SQR categories stayed
trying to be intimidating, they
tests that they take. All of these
(2013-14 actual) (2014-15 current)
(Possible?)
the same, an improved
increases will improve Morgan
were simply concerned about
FOT would add .45, or
Source: High School Quality Rating Policy Calculator (for use with
Park’s quality score and rating and
their students in a “tough love”
nearly enough to reach an
SY 2013-2014 data)
kind of way.
should put us up in the top 10
“average” Level 2+ rank
“I don’t take excuses or BS
schools in the city.”
(3.0 - 3.9).
As a Senior Mentor, the job is for answers,” Williams said. “I was
to get assigned a freshman who is all about my business. We either

So far, so good...

but trend must continue
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Lance Williams recites
a poem while
performing as
Claude McKay.
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Ms. Richard
introduces Colby
Johnson, saying
that he’s talented
and will perform
in the anticipated
May show.

By Timia Strickland

A

fter nearly 10 long years, a genuine theater
group produced an engaging stage
performance to Blackwelder Hall last month, much to the
enjoyment of the many students who participated.
As an observance to Black History Month, the subject
of African American history served as the basis of “Where
We’ve Been: A Journey Through Black History Part I,”
featuring a script written by seniors Samaiya Baker, Jalisa
Brown, and Alexandra Glenn. The entire show was sponsored and coordinated by social sciences teacher Katrina
Richard, who is an experienced stage performer herself.
The last time an actual play was performed on the
school’s stage was in spring 2006. It was Renaissance
playwright William Shakespeare’s comedy, “A Midsummer Night’s Dream,” and was directed by former English
teacher Anna Zordan.
The series of scenes in this year’s play touched upon
historical references of African royalty, slavery and cruelty,
emancipation, then up to the 1920s Jazz Age with scenes
from the famed Savoy Ballroom in Harlem, New York City.
However, all of the scenes were thread together with
a fictional modern-day family of two grandparents trying to

Photos by Nia Johnson

The Jazz Ensemble performs at The Savoy, playing “Blue Train.”

Ms. Richard
flanked by
Mrs. and Mr.
Arrington, both
of whom were
inspiring social
sciences teachers of hers at MP.

Please turn to page 8 for

REFLECTING ON THE PLAY

Anthony Davis and Tyra
DePillars dance at The
Savoy while the Jazz
Ensemble plays in the
background.

Jazz Ensemble
members Kristopher
Herring and Marcellus
Freeman dance in the
Soul Train line as part
of the sneak peak of
the May show.

WOW!

Ms. Richard, flanked by choir director Gabrielyn Foster and the
principal, Dr. Carolyn Epps, perform “I’m A Woman.”

Where We’ve
Been: A Journey
Through Black
History Part I

AT RIGHT: Storyteller Jacara Jackson tells a joke.
THE WRITERS: Jalisa Brown,
Samaiya Baker, and Alexandra
Glenn are introduced as those who
wrote the show’s script.
FAR RIGHT: Anthony Davis, performing as a slave, sings “Glory,
Glory.”
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Patrice Whittier also recites
“Negro Mother.”
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WE ARE FAMILY
Karrington Taylor is
schooled on African
American history
by grandparents
Bronson Roseboro
and Daija Rice.

RESPECT
Imani
Cunningham
and Lena Taylor
comfort the
queen, Keira
Roseboro, and
the king, Anthony
Davis.

CELEBRATE
An African dance
is performed for
the queen and
king.

TAKEN
Roseboro and
Davis, perform as
captured African
queen and king.

SCENES FROM
FAR LEFT
Keira Roseboro and
Ramona Harrison;
Christopher Watkins
and Semaj Buckley;
Tyra DePillars; Patrice
Whittier, DePillars, and
Tomme Calvin.

Photos by Nia Johnson

PRE-PLAY

Director Katrina Richard speaks to the cast in a
show circle and gives a prayer for the show’s success.

a child.
of a murder of
ar the details
Couples overhe
Christopher
Watkins, as the
Savoy emcee,
sings “It Don’t
Mean A Thing.”

Ha mpton ,
s, Ra ch el le
Ja zm in e Ba te
terpretive
as perform an in
Dorianne Thom
omen.”
dance to “4 W

Hodo dances
e Hampton.
Photos by Nia Johnson

H a m p to n a n d T i m i a
Strickland dance to “Glory,
Glory.”
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real

KEEPIN’

By Jeremiah Johnson

G

uys are players, girls
get played.
Guys are dogs, girls get
dogged.
Right? Wrong!
While we’re thinking girls
are the ones being dogged,
that’s not really the case:
Females are really finessing us
males.
Even looking at some of
the top dogs in the game, a
perfect example being Chris
Brown. His ex-girlfriend, Karrueche Tran, was cheating on
him with the rapper Drake
while Brown was away in jail.
Guess his lyrics have become
reality: “These h--- ain’t loyal.”
There are many guys that
have difficulties with females,
and they didn’t even see it

SCHOOL NEWS

Guys get
dogged, too
coming, like even with me.
From my own personal
experience, I’ve been in a situation where I was talking to a
girl and she had a dip on the
side that I knew about, but we
eventually got serious and began to take things to the next
level, cutting off all dips.

l
a
i
r
o
t
i

ed

As things were going good, well, I thought
the whole time things were
“serious,” but it wasn’t really
serious. The dude she was
talking to was still around like
he never left, so at the end of
the day, I was getting played.
Shorty was lying to me, and
me being me, I was never
accustomed to being the one

Please turn to page 9 for

DOGGED

REFLECTING ON THE PLAY
continued from page 6

enlighten a stereotypical misguided teenage girl who knows
nothing of her culture. That teen
was played by senior Karrington
Taylor.
“I never thought that I would
perform in front of a live audience,” Taylor said, who played
the lead role of Mekelle. “I’m a
shy person, but, overall, it was a
fun experience.”
The subject of the play was
very enlightening, according to
another senior who participated.
“I know I was touched,”
senior Rochelle Hampton said,
who played Emma, a slave who
encouraged other slaves to do
their duties at the plantation.
“It illustrates what our ancestors
went through and teaches us to
appreciate our life now.”
The journey brought the
audience to tears, excitement,
astonishment and some even
cracked a smile.
“I really enjoyed the part
when the slaves were out working
hard, and one of them said things
were gonna get better,” senior
Nia Johnson said, who photographed the event. “I knew, at
that moment in the story, things
were about to change. The slaves
had come to a conclusion that
they were about to escape the
plantation after one of them had
sung the song, “Fly Away.”
As the show progressed,
“Mekelle” started to listen more
and become more interested.
“I really didn’t care about
what my grandparents were talking about,” Taylor said about her
character. “I was too into myself,
I did what I wanted and was an
embarrassment to my culture,”
referring to the revealing clothing
she wore and disrespectful and
ignorant attitude.
“I totally agree with [the
grandparent’s perspective]. I was
17 thinking I knew everything, but
once I realized the message they
were trying to give me, I thought
about all the things they had
sacrificed for me.”
Senior Bronson Roseboro,
who played “Grandad,” also
found it to be a great experi-

FEATURES

ence, especially because student
effort and the important message
delivered.
“I feel like it was a great
show,” Roseboro said in an email
message. “We made the show.
Like, literally. Students wrote the
script, students did the acting,
and students made the whole
experience. It didn’t feel like I was
just doing a school play, it felt like
I was a part of a great production.
None of us may be A-list actors,
but I think we put on a great show
and the overall story and performance is at a pretty high level,
even for it being the first time
most of us acted.”
His real-life sister, Keira, who
played Girl #3, Queen Imani/
Abigail and a slave, also loved the
opportunity.
“I feel the show was very
good, and it portrayed the history
of African Americans very well for
a high school play,” she said in
the email. “My most memorable
experience was all the practices
and the jokes we all shared and
still will. I enjoyed the bonding
experience and look forward to
doing it again.”
Although it was fun, it wasn’t
easy.
“It took a lot of personal reflection to prepare for the show,”
he said. “It kinda helped me get
an idea of what acting can be
like. It took me a while to get the
character and understand what
was going on at each point of the
script and be able to act it well. I
felt like I was working a job, and I
felt bad for being underprepared
at times. It just made me work
harder and, as I did, it became
more fun.”
Even the few minor slip-ups
that popped up during the show
were treasured moments to be
remembered.
“All those spontaneous moments [were special], Bronson
said, “kind of like the bloopers
that you didn’t see. I kinda liked
ad-libbing a few lines here and
there, and there were a few times
when we were working scenes
that we had each other on the
floor laughing.”
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College planning not easy for some
Darien Campbell
and Nandi Brantley

C

ollege is around the
corner for students to
choose go to this upcoming fall.
Senior year is an important time to
prepare for all that lies ahead, but
it can be hard to look ahead while
celebrating and being present for
all the events that occur during

that last year of high school.
Many upperclassmen have
had it in their mind for they longest of what they want to do after
high school, while some have
chosen not go to college, and still
others just have no idea of what
they want to do.
Waiting until senior year is
considered a little too late to start
thinking about your future because

you might not get accepted by
your favorite college because
some will have already selected
their freshmen, scholarships will
have begun to dry up, and, of
course, you’ve got to plan for
graduation and prom—it’s just too
much to wait until the last minute.

Please turn to page 9 for

PLANNING

Lots of sites offer helpful prom planning advice
By Chardae Capler
and Ange-Nadege Nlome

S

eniors are on the hunt for this season’s
prom style collections.
While ball gowns and tutu dresses are much
outdated, seniors look for something more flattering that suits their body and personality.
According to PromGirl.com, this website includes at least six different options to
choose from when deciding the right dress
for your body shape.
Each year, the price a family spends for
prom increases and experts give tips on how
to reduce the amount they would normally
spend on such a special occasion.
Families with teens actually spent less
last year than the trend for the previous three
years, based on a Visa survey published last
spring. According to the survey, national
spending dropped an average 14 percent to
$974; the average was $1,139 in 2013.
Families can save money by having a
friend do makeup, splitting the cost of a limo
with other couples, or having a friend play
driver for the night.
As prom dress and tuxedo prices climb,
it becomes harder for seniors to buy the exact
look and fit that they want. They are left with
very few options, such as prom shopping
websites to choose from that offer the best
affordable price ranges, and exquisite styles
as any other expensive prom attire.
Websites give great advice on how seniors should save money when getting ready
during prom season.
According to Lulus.com, it is important
to plan everything in advance, start saving
money, and look for shops that specialize in
renting formal gowns.
There is also a website, Seventeen.com,
that sells different styles of prom dresses for
different price ranges and also provides tips on
how to find the perfect dress so that the seniors
can find the dress that fits them best. The different price ranges that the website provides gives
more options for the buyer, so that they can buy
according to their financial situation.
“This site would be great for me because
I’m trying to save for college expenses,”
prom committee member Jazmine Bates said.
“This website will help me manage my budget with their wide range of prices.”
Promadvice.com is also a great tool to
use to get advice on the goodies, from the
latest fashion trends to the must haves in a
travel kit for that special night.
“I have already gotten plenty of ideas
from the site,” senior Destiny Robinson said.
“It has helped me by giving me ideas on how
to organize my budget by figuring out the
specific amount I’m going to spend on my
dress, shoes, hair, makeup, nails, etc.”
There is a plethora of things seniors need
to be aware of and concerned about when it
comes to prom; from the price of the dress,
to the preferred option of transportation.
According to websites, great advice is
provided for guys when it comes to deciding
on what tuxedo they purchase and the different options they have to choose from; so that
they can find the tuxedo that fits them best.
“Get an idea of what style you are looking
for,” according to GQ.com. “Buy your tux instead of renting it, [and remember] the finishing
touches matter most during formal occasions.”

OPINION

Girl Talk
Trash-talking
fashion-wise that is
By Lashawn Hamb

I

n this generation,
teenagers tend to
just throw anything together
whether it’s revealing outfits or
questionable clothes that are just
poorly coordinated or tacky, and
they think it’s okay when it’s not.
“I don’t think that I’m a
fashionista, I just love how certain
clothes look and the different
styles I can portray,” said senior
Mykell Colton, a student at South
Shore International College Preparatory. “ My outfits show how
I feel, which, of course, I switch
up and I avoid bad outfits by not
wearing things that don’t look
presentable in my eyes. I don’t
care about others’ opinions.”
Many teens see fashion in
their own perspective and don’t
allow what other think about what
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some advice just for girls

they have on bothers them.
People are going to wear
what they want to wear no matter
what because it’s a statement
for those who enjoy fashion or
certain looks.
“When the clothes don’t
coordinate and aren’t matching,
that’s a bad outfit,” said senior
Eriana Smith from Muchin College
Prep, a charter school.
Although there are many
people who would beg to differ
on what a bad outfit is, there are
many others who would consider
multiple things as not being a
bad outfit.
Clothes that complement
your curves is leading into the
idea of a good outfit, but, ladies,
this doesn’t mean that you should
wear something you can barely
move in.
Bad outfits vary and it could
be a good or bad thing, when it
comes this generations idea of
“fashion.”
The fashion industry is changing and there are many styles

that in reality are terrible, but to
a fashion designer they would be
considered a work of art.
These so-called fashion
experts design some of the most
unreasonable outfits during this
day in age, from making pants
with the smallest pockets, to putting those tacky buttons on the
back of jeans, to convincing us
shoppers that clothes are really
one size fit all--please!
“A bad outfit is when what
you have on is not color coordinated,” said senior Ashley Wright

In the battle
to lose
weight, it’s
crunch time

who also attends Muchin College
Prep.
There aren’t too fashion nots
when it comes to dressing during this day in age. Nowadays,
a slutty outfit is considered to
be something that reveals your
boobs or buns--those are definitely considered fashion nots.
“If I knew the person and
they were a close person I’m cool
with, I’d suggest that they should
change into something else that
suited them,” said senior Kenya
Hunter of Wayland Academy

in Beaver Dam, Wisconsin. “If I
didn’t know the person, I would
probably laugh and go about my
day or if with a friend point the
person out and laugh with my
friend at them.”
Young women have a terrible
idea on what classy looks like
and they’ve let media, via social
media, brainwash them as to what
the ideal elegant-look actually
looks like.
Elegance is the quality of
being graceful and stylish in appearance or matter.

By Braylyn Brown
and Chardaé Capler

the horribly cold winter weather,
living on a steady diet of Flamin’
Hots and 16 oz. cans of sugary
Arizona juice, adding on to the
nearly-daily holiday buffets of
cheesy macaroni, greasy fried
chicken, syrupy sweet pota-

A

re your jeans getting
a little tight? Do your
t-shirts feel like they must have
shrunk in the dryer? Is that fitted
dress a little too fitted?
Many girls are finding that
being stuck in the house due to

Please turn to page 10 for

WEIGHT BATTLE

MAYORAL RUNOFF
continued from page 1

second-highest vote-getter, on
Tuesday, April 7. Aldermanic races
in 19 wards also will be in runoffs.
Unfortunately this year’s
election, which fell on a day that
featured a low of 6-degrees, had
the lowest voting rate due to voters voting early. Of the 1,421,430
registered voters in Chicago, only
477,554 cast a ballot, according
to data collected by the Chicago
Board of Elections Commissioners. This 33.6 percent participation rate makes this 2015 Municipal Election perhaps the lowest in
terms of voter turnout.
The final tallies show that
Emanuel collected 45.5 percent of
the vote, and Garcia received the
second most with 33.6 percent.
The three other candidates were
eliminated: Willie Wilson (10.7 percent), Robert Fioretti (7.4 percent),
and William Walls III (2.8 percent).
Although the mayor got
the most votes, this will be the
first time since the city instituted

the nonpartisan-style election
in 1983. Based on the election
results, Emanuel received fewer
votes, nearly a third less, than he
did in 2011. It appears that some
had different candidates in mind
other than the current mayor.
“ I voted because I want to
see a change and a new candidate,” science teacher Harry
White said. “I want someone new
who would support the system’s
idea other than trying to cut
things off.”
Although White declined to
say who he voted for, he was clear
that, in the upcoming run-off, he
won’t be voting for the incumbent.
“For the runoff election, I will
cast my vote again, but not for
the same person due to [that candidate] being eliminated, White
said.” “It’s time for someone new
to give the city that inspiration
that everyone is looking for.”
One social sciences teacher
made sure to be one of the few

PLANNING

Chicagoans who were engaged in
the democratic process.
“I vote all the time because,
one, I think it’s my responsible to
vote in the best interest of the
city,” teacher James Fitzgerald
said, “and I think you should be
responsible and should do what
you’re supposed to do to let your
opinions be heard.”
This active participant got
out early to get his vote in.
“I voted at 6:15 Tuesday
morning for Garcia, because I
have not been happy with Mayor
Emanuel, Fitzgerald said.” “I don’t
agree with a lot of his policies, and
I think the city needs someone
who is willing to listen to more
schools--not just wealthy ones.”
Many teachers have expressed a lack of support for the
mayor, most notably during the
Chicago Teachers Union strike in
2012 that lasted for eight days,
based on issues that included
better benefits, job security, fair

evaluations, and training. Then, to
make matters worse, the mayor’s
handpicked school board closed
50 schools the following year.
Other issues that have
plagued the mayor’s first term
include a scandal related to
the widespread use of red-light
cameras, common gun violence,
and, most recently, the revelation
of a secret and abusive Chicago
police facility. Allegedly, Homan
Square is where police hold suspects and witnesses for sustained
periods of detention inside the
facility, without public records,
access to attorneys or being read
their most basic rights – involving
what they said included shackling,
and physical abuse.
However, there is significant
support for the mayor whose
candidacy message includes how
he has helped to raise record
graduation rates, made decisions
to help cause the biggest drop in
unemployment of any major city,

support a rising minimum wage,
and initiated the renovation of the
Red Line South and Blue Line.
“I did vote because I wanted
to elect the right person for the
job,” 69-year-old Elizabeth Rainey
said. “I voted Tuesday for Mayor
Rahm Emanuel...I think he would
be a better mayor for Chicago
because he was known for working
for President Obama. I like what
he has done for the city so far.”
Her husband, 65-year-old Donald Rainey agreed, saying he also
feels Emanuel has performed well.
“...[M]y vote was for Mayor
Rahm Emanuel, for his outstanding
acts so far in the city,” Rainey said.
“Mayor Emanuel seems to have a
good, clear mindset on what he’s
trying to do for the city and has
great expectations for the future of
Chicago. Now some people might
not agree to it, but at the end of
the day, it will be worth a great
deal for us [to elect him]. I think he
knows what’s best.”

EDITORIAL: DOGGED

continued from page 8

continued from page 8

That’s why Jarrin Randall, a junior,
already has a plan for the future.
“I want to be sports physical
therapist,” Randall said. “I want to
deal with sports and be successful
if the NBA doesn’t work out.”
There are some who have an
idea of what they want to do, but
still don’t know where to go.
Alexis Lowery, a senior, said
she still has no idea of what
school she wants to attend.
“I want to go to college but I’m
undecided in what college I want to
go to because I am unorganized,”
Lowery admitted. “My choices are
SIUC, NIU, or SIUE, because I do
want to stay in Illinois and earn my
degree in psychology.”
The College Board, a not-forprofit organization that connects
students to college success and
opportunity, suggests that you get
involved as early as you can with your

future career. College is not really
just about the hard work, but it is also
about how you interact with others
while doing what you have to do.
One such career that demands such
communication skills is journalism.
“I plan on going on to college
because college is paid up for me
right now, and after that, I plan on
being a ESPN sports analysis for
the NBA,” senior Jalisa Brown. “I
want to go to Ball State University
in Indiana, but if my plans for being
an ESPN sports analysis don’t work
out, since I’m going to school to be
a journalist, I can still be an English
teacher, a tutor. I have a lot of back
up plans.”
Another senior with a plan is
Dwaine Marshall.
“I plan on going to a four
year university,” he said. “I want
to major in business and marketing and Clark Atlanta University.”

being played, but this time the
tables had turned and I didn’t
even have a fall back.
My advice is don’t pull
yourself down thinking about
the past make everything a
learning experience!
Although I have my own
perspective on things, I dug
a little deeper and found out
what was really on the minds
of MPHS students.
“Females are just as much
dogs as us fellas, because
they are way more sneaky
and they are not trustworthy,”
senior Matthew Glass claimed.
“Dudes are different; they are
a little more out there with
their cheating, unlike females.
Girls would never get caught;
they are too good.”

Glass then went on to tell
of specific examples that has led
him to be very suspicious regarding relationships.
“I have been in two situations where I have been played,”
he said. “I was in a relationship
with my ex for a year-and-a-half,
and she decides to start flirting
with my home boy, and he never
brought it to my attention until
somebody else did. It doesn’t
matter how long you [are] with a
person: Do not give them your all
and put all your trust into them.”
Although many girls will simply dismiss these arguments out
of hand, others freely admit that
girls get away with it.
“Yes, girls are dogs, too,
because some of us know how
the game goes,” senior Timia

Strickland said, “like if I like
him, I’m gonna play that role
with him like I don’t know
‘cause I ain’t with that falling in
love stuff, so I just be cooling.
I don’t feel like I need to dog
a dude if I’m feeling him and
he feeling me; I’m gonna rock
with him, but I’m not gonna let
my guard completely down,
because when people see y’all
start talking, everyone is going
to have a story which will begin
to mess up the relationship,
so you don’t let your guard
down.”
When it’s all said and
done, what’s done in the dark
shall come to light, so be careful who you choose to trust-not just with the females, but
speaking for males, as well.
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College costs worry some
By Omari Smith

S

aturday, June 6:
Graduation Day for the
Senior Class is finally coming up
pretty soon. Right after that for
many is the start of college, which
is around six months away. Most
can’t wait for that moment when
they move into their dorm room
thousands of miles away from
home, but how will these college
students pay for it all?
Filling out applications and ap-

plying for scholarships, is one way to
get coverage for the huge expense;
however, scholarships—unless you
have a coveted Gates Millennium
Scholarship which is a completely
free ride, even with a graduate
degree!—usually are limited. Unfortunately, some currently have no
scholarships—sports or academic.
Financial aid can only do so
much, depending on the student’s
EFC (estimated family contribution).
Financial aid can only max out up
to $15,000, and, on an average.

Then there’s the Federal Pell
Grant, which, unlike a loan, does
not have to be repaid. Federal
Pell Grants usually are awarded
only to undergraduate students
who have not earned a bachelor’s
or a professional degree.
Amounts can change yearly.
The maximum Federal Pell Grant
award is $5,730 for the 2014–15
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toes, have helped them pack on
the pounds—just in time for the
upcoming prom season.
Many people—not only
teens—get a little larger during
the dreary winter season.
“Although seasonal weight
gain varies from person to person, there have been surveys that
show an average of a five to seven
pound gain in weight in winter,”
said Lawrence J. Cheskin, MD,
founder and director of the Johns
Hopkins Weight Management, according to a story on WebMD.com.
Right now, most teen girls
are obsessed with their senior
prom: who they are going to
bring, and, perhaps, most importantly, the style of dress they are
going to wear. And with formal
dresses becoming more fitted,
shorter, and more revealing, it’s
more important than ever to be
in better shape in order to feel
confident at the big dance.
“I feel that everyone should
wear whatever makes them comfortable,” said senior Shaquira Williams, who plans to attend prom.
“For me, I’d like to show some
skin and I’m currently getting my
body in shape for the right dress.”
Many girls admit to carrying a
little extra baggage after feasting
over the not-so-recent holidays in
November and December.
“I’m going to cut down

junk food and make fried food
[more] limited [in my diet],” senior
Brittani Shade said. “I’ve been
hooked on them for so long that
it hinders my weight loss goals, so
it’s time to make a change.”
To make the health change,
girls have started to make their
own “Prom Ready” diet and
work-out plans. Some girls are
even taking healthy extreme measures to lose the pudge before
looking into their prom dresses.
“I want everything to look
perfect for my prom, especially
my body,” senior basketball manager Lashawn Hamb said, “so I’m
going to be working in-and-out
the gym daily, watching my carb
intake, cutting off red meats, and
drinking a lot more water.”
There are many countless
blogs that offer advice on losing
weight for prom season, one of
which is LiveStrong.com.
“Building muscle and toning your body through strength
conditioning will help you look fit
and healthy for prom,” according
to Christina McDonald-Legg, from
LiveStrong.com.
Even though girls want to look
perfect on prom, some take the
wrong measures for losing weight.
“If some girls don’t see results
fast enough from just working out,
they’ll take rash decisions in starving
themselves,” Hamb said.” That’s

definitely the wrong thing to do because eating in increments throughout the day build their metabolism
to lose the weight; not eating will
stall the process and makes all your
fat stick and spread.”
Even though the statement of
not eating makes you gain weight
sounds weird, it’s actually true.
“When you starve yourself a
few things happen,” according to
Adam Pegg, from SteadyStrength.
com. “First, your body will go
into starvation mode. When this
happens your metabolism starts to
slowly shut down. You make your
body think that it may not get food
for a while so it will fight to keep
every calorie and ounce of fat.”
Many girls struggle during
around the prom dress fittings
season with their weight going up
and down.
“Working out is not an option for me anymore, it’s a must,”
Shade said. “My weight is never
consistent, so I’ve figured out the
perfect routine for myself. Other
girls have to find out what works
for their body.”
All in all, whether you work
out or change your diet for the
better, you’ll see results to get
your perfect prom body.
“Just getting active in a healthy
way will show results,” Willams said.
“ You just have to stay persistent
with it for Prom and beyond.”

SPORTS

Who is more inconsiderate?
By Delorise Chester
and Porscha Hobdy

S

ome argue that boys
are very inconsiderate
and they have “I don’t care”
attitudes, and then you have
others that will argue girls are
way more inconsiderate than
boys. The question is which
statement is true?
Does being inconsiderate
mean being selfish? Is it not
caring? Not thinking before
you do something? What does
being inconsiderate mean?
“Basically, just thinking
about how you feel and nobody else’s feelings,” sophomore Po’et Muhmmad said.
“You’re just focused on you
and how things will affect you.”
Many have their own
definition of what an inconsiderate person is and there are
those who feel girls are more
inconsiderate than boys.
“A female that’s thoughtless of others around her is my
definition of a inconsiderate
female,” senior Duane Campbell
said. “Females think they are so
innocent when they really aren’t.”
Girls and boys have totally
different mindsets. A girl’s definition of being inconsiderate
is totally different from a boy’s
and how he sees it.
“An inconsiderate girl is
a girl that thinks about herself
and tries to avoid others from
hurting her,” sophomore
Alexis Pugh said.
Inconsiderate girls claim to
have multiple reasons for being
that way. Boys would say inconsiderate girls come from trust
issues from past relationships or
something that broke their heart.
“Lack of trust and support
by others can cause a girl to
be inconsiderate as well,”
Campbell said.
“Past relationships, being
hurt, and sometimes some

girls was just born that way and
never got out of it.”
Girls would say its from
being hurt and betrayed by
people they love in the past or
even someone that they trusted.
“This isn’t natural because
they are more sensitive,” senior
James Cole said. “Girls don’t
know how to brush stuff off;
that’s why they get put in hurtful
situations, and they put they all
into everyone but themselves.”
Being an inconsiderate
girl is not good way to come
across to people. A person will
not give you anything or think
about giving you anything because of the way you act.
“People will look at you
and turn the other cheek,”
senior Makela Vaughn said.
“Nobody likes a girl like that
nor do they like a girl with an
attitude. It’s just life.”
Girls sometimes change
their mindset when being
inconsiderate, but they might
think about what and who they
can hurt, while boys don’t care.
“Some girls become coldhearted because they think
people might be out to hurt
them again,” Pugh said.
Boys sometimes have the
same mindset as girls once
they become inconsiderate.
“I know a few girls who go
cold-hearted and follow the
motto TCAG [They come and
go],” Cole said, “but at the end
of the day, that’s one of the
best way to be.”
Some girls build up a wall to
keep themselves from being hurt
but the question is, is being inconsiderate on purpose helping their
situations or people in them?
“Being inconsiderate does
not help any situations,” senior
Tammy Russell said. “It’s only
hurting yourself trying to not
care and be cold hearted to
others who care for you. It’s just
not right, but things happen for
a reason.”

Auto show provides glimpse into automotive future
By Paul Gilbert II

S

ee the future of the
automotive world, today!
At least that’s what the annual
Chicago Auto Show felt like
earlier last month.
The 114th edition of the showcase, held at McCormick Place
from February 13-21, featured an
assortment of the world’s automakers’ weirdest and sleekest designs,
as each company, whether making
a long overdue return to U.S shores
like Alfa Romeo, present the collective blood, sweat, and tears of
many a design team.
A notable omission from
the Chicago auto show was the
upstart Tesla Motors, the electric
car poster boy for success in the
21st century, as the first successful
auto manufacturer to arise since
the Dodge brothers of the 1920s.
Despite that, more electric cars
were shown at the show, including
an aggressively designed Chevrolet Volt, the carbon-fiber supercar
BMW i8, and the BMW i3.
This year also marked the
long-awaited return of the Ford

GT, the successor to the ‘60’s era
GT40 race car, the only American
vehicle to win a Le Mans 24-hour
race.
The car, resting on a turntable three feet above the ground,
was shown in aluminum silver,
with metallic battleship gray
stripes, looked mean and aggressive, even at a standstill.
Mitsubishi Motor’s offerings
weren’t as pleasing to the eye. An
electric-blue example of their new
plug-in was the hideous lovechild of a smart car and a fly. The
bulbous headlights and wide-grin
formed by the front fascia makes
it resemble a PIXAR character in a
canceled A Bug’s Life sequel.
In order to survive in the U.S
market, the company has relied
on being bold and cutting edge
in the import market. The Mitsubishi found at McCormick Place
is a mere shadow of itself and
its Lancer Evolution VIII heyday.
However, the crossover XR-PHEV,
with a name more befitting a ballistic rocket, offers longtime fans a
glimmer of hope for better days.
Chevrolet had the most

Highlights from the 2015 Chicago Auto Show: Toyota FT1
concept, Toyota Tri concept, and a Mitsubishi i MiEV. (Photos by
Paul Gilbert III)
family-friendly tent of sorts with
various Chicago Blackhawksinspired games, a cup giveaway,
and free bags. The Brass Bowtie
offered several new renditions
of old favorites, including the
redesigned Colorado series of
pick-ups. the most noteworthy
redesign was the mostly electric
Volt, boasting an improve range
and new aggressive styling,
which made it look less Priuslike, which is good for everyone’s sake.
The winner of this year’s Auto
Show is Fiat Chrysler America,

with a MOPAR racetrack, which
allowed the average Joes and
Janes of the world to test drive
and do smoky burnouts in some
of the company’s brawniest production models ever.
The new 300 retains some
of the classic designs we have
grown accustomed to, but with an
even more rounded body.
Fiat’s 500 series gave the
company extra quirk, with a Vansinspired and designed 500L, a concept SUV edition, and an updated
Abarth performance edition.
Probably the most interesting

of FCA’s flock of sparkling sheet
metal is Alfa Romeo’s longawaited return to the U.S after
20 years with the new 4C roadster, which is a cross between a
hornet and a Ferrari F430, which
surprisingly works, and is fitting,
since both are owned by Fiat,the
featherweight racer, at 2,000 lbs.,
boasts a 0-60 of 4.5 seconds, and
a ridiculous 35 MPG highway.
A close second is Toyota, who
lost points for the enclosed mopedlike model, which makes many a
person fearful of driving the tricycle
through the Loop during rush hour.
Needless to say, driving on the
Interstates are not recommended,
unless you have a death wish.
Another concept car boasted
by Toyota resembles a Daft Punk
helmet, elongated onto an axis,
with a Tron: Legacy laser light
show taking place on the rims and
body of the car.
Also impressive is the
concept supercar FT-1, with
Lexus LFA looks and Lamborghini
Huracán-killing specs, lights a fire
in every gear head and 20-something man’s heart.
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award year. The amount you
get, though, will depend on
your financial need, your cost
of attendance, your status as a
full-time or part-time student,
and your plans to attend
school for a full academic year
or less.
And attending college is,
as most are aware, not cheap.
According to the College Board,
the average cost of tuition, fees,
room and board for public fouryear schools in the 2014-2015
school year was $18,943. Private
schools averaged $42,419.
Often students then have
to find a way to pay the rest of
what’s left, so they take out student loans which is one of the
worst things a student wants to
do, since the loan must be paid
back with interest.
In 2012, 71 percent of all
students graduating from fouryear colleges had student loan
debt, according to data collected in the National Postsecondary
Student Aid Study. Average debt
levels for all graduating seniors
with student loans rose to
$29,400 in 2012 — a 25 percent
increase from $23,450 in 2008.
Among graduating seniors who ever received a Pell
Grant, 88 percent had student
loans in 2012, with an average
of $31,200 per borrower.
Some college-bound
students are concerned.
“I’m really worried about
the debt; there are a lot of
ways to pay for it, but it’s all the
money that you will owe after
college,” senior Christopher
Bailey said in a text message.

There are upwards of $4
billion in awards available, so it
should be easy, just that it isn’t.
Academic scholarships, or
as they are sometimes known,
merit scholarships, are basically just what you probably
think they are. In order to get
an academic scholarship to
pay for school, you are going
to need to get exceedingly
good grades and, most likely,
graduate in the top five to ten
percent of your class.
“Academically you have
to have a 4.0 and all A’s
throughout high school,” Bailey said, “and not all students
are capable of doing that.”
Being awarded a sports
scholarship is no piece of cake,
either; you have to work hard
on the court, field, diamond, or
whatever, depending on what
sport you play. Furthermore,
your grades have to be up to
par because a student-athlete is
supposed to be a student first.
A full ride to college through
a sports scholarship is earned
from hardworking students.
“I received a full ride scholarship to play football,” senior
middle linebacker Anfernee
Robinson said in a text message.
For students with full ride
scholarships, they have have
little to worry about.
“The feeling is great
knowing that my family won’t
be paying anything out of their
pocket for me to go to school,”
Robinson said. “No loans or
anything would have to be
taken out, that means no debt
after graduating college.”

played at Northern, he could go a
lower round.”
Although he believes Brown
was restricted as a Huskie, he still
thinks the NFL prospect has a lot
left to show and offer.
“He still has so much left in
the tank [that] I don’t think he
knows how much he got in the
tank,” Spurlock said.
Senior football player Anfernee Robinson likes Brown’s catching
ability, but does see something he
could improve upon.
“He is like a very, very great
catcher; he has amazing hands,”
he said. “He’s not really a deep
threat, he’s more of a first-down
passer.”
Although Robinson sees
some minor flaws, he still thinks
he has just enough to make it in
the league.
“I believe he’s going to get
drafted because he has great

hands,” he said. “In the NFL,
everything’s not about the deep
balls; they [are] looking [for] possession receivers.”
Robinson thinks Brown will
be drafted in the sixth round.
Brown sees a few things he
could work on, as well, during an
interview with Kevin Fishbain in a
February Chicago Football story.
“I think I should work on
improving sinking my hips, and
coming out of my breaks more
smoothly,” Brown said, according
to the story. “This transitioning part
of it being able to…plant my foot
and be out of my breaks as quick as
possible, not give the defender a
chance to react to my movement.”
Brown also talked about being a QB for the Mustangs.
“From my Morgan Park days,
I just miss the moments of being
a quarterback,” Brown said in the
interview. “Being able to control the

game, being a leader of the team.”
Current Mustang coach Terry
Atkins loves the way Brown plays
and thinks he could be drafted early.
“He was an All-State track
and field guy, and a multiple-year
starter for Morgan Park,” Atkins
said.” He dominated on the field.
He could go in the second round.”
Morgan Park basketball
coach Nick Irvin thinks Brown
lived up to people’s expectations
and will be drafted in the first
round.
Brown said he grew up watch
Chicago Bear linebacker Brian
Urlacher; now he is a model to
younger players.
“He really inspires me,
knowing we come from the same
school,” Robinson said. “We can
all do the same thing, and he
makes me want to push harder to
make it to the NFL combine, just
like he did.”

LOOKING DOWNSTATE
continued from page 12

pectations for this basketball team.
“I know that our boys got
this,” junior Jayla Howard said.
“Even though they lost city, I know
they have got this in the bag, because there is no other team that
is better than Morgan Park.”
The girls basketball players
also have faith in this team.
“I know that they have the
right coach to lead them in the
right direction,” Howard said,
who is a member of the girls track
team. “Also, I know what the pressure and stress they are under, because [the girls track team is] also
competing to go to state, but I do

wish the boys the best of luck.”
Although everyone is not able
to make it to the games, they still
have high hopes for Morgan Park.
“I have not been able to
make it to any of the games, but
I have many students who are
on the team who keep me updated on what is going on at the
games,” science teacher Harry
White said, “and through the
knowledge they give me, I know
they will have no problems qualifying for state, as well as winning
the trophy for the 3A [title].”
Last year was a surprising and
stressful win for the Mustangs.

“Last year was a very tough
game,” junior Mustang Alonzo
Chatman said. “The entire first half
of the game we were down until
Roach came in the game an made
some key shots. This year we plan
on dominating the entire game.”
Junior point guard Charlie
Moore also offered a bold prediction.
“I already know we are going
to win the playoffs and make it
downstate he said. “I’ve been with
the team for three years, and we
have always done it. I have faith in
myself, the team, and coach, and I
know that if we work hard, we are
going for the three-peat.”

Derrick Rose? Take what you can get for him

l
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By Adrian Dearon

I

n the 2008 NBA draft, it
was a no brainer about
who the number one pick was
for the Chicago Bulls: hometown
hero Derrick Rose.
He was clearly the most
dominant player in the NCAA,
taking his team, the Memphis
Tigers, to the National championship, even as they lost 68-75
in an overtime heartbreaker.
He was the only prospect that
NBA scout felt could come
in, Day One, and have a big
impact on the league. He did
so, winning the Rookie of the
Year, averaging 19.7 points, 6.3
assists, and 4.9 rebounds. If that
wasn’t enough of an impact, he
became the youngest player
in NBA history (22 years and 6
months) to win a MVP.
After that season, the Chicago Bulls paid him well with a
$94 million, five-year contract
deal. But, since the MVP season/
contract deal, everything has
gone downhill for Rose. He has
suffered from two major injuries
in three years. He has missed 166
regular season games in the last
three years. And just as Bulls fans
thought these season-plaguing
injuries were over, he tears his
meniscus in his knee again!
Even though a lot of fans
won’t like it, with next year be-

ed

ing a contract year for Rose, the
Chicago Bulls organization should
trade him while they can still
get something for him, because
with every injury his trade value
decreases tremendously.
Management should trade
Rose because of he is inconsistent
health in a position where you
need an everyday player.
He is supposed to the point
guard, the shot caller, the coach
on the court, and, most importantly the leader of the team.
Rose just simply can’t do that if he
is always injured.
Seriously, Rose has been as
fragile as a tray full of champagne
glasses. It has become ridiculous.
Plus, the Bulls have been
able to play very well without him
in the lineup, as they were serious
contenders for a championship in
2012, finishing the regular season
with the best record in the East.
Even as Rose was out for
more than a third of the season,
the Bulls are used to his absence,
so when he returns, he only destroys team chemistry.
Although, he has been a disappointment to his fans, his team,
and the league over the past
years, he is a former Rookie of the
Year and MVP of the NBA. These
achievements put him in a prestigious club of players because not
everyone can just say that.
Even better, he was the

youngest to do it in NBA history, at only 22 years old. These
accomplishments can be used to
the advantage of the Bulls organization if they choose to trade him,
because you can get good players and/or clear some cap space
for upcoming free agents such as
Anthony Davis.
Let’s face it, since Rose has
gotten paid like a superstar talent, he hasn’t performed
as one. From a business perspective, Rose was a bad invest-

ment. The owner’s invested $94
million dollars in a player to bring
them in more money.
The Bulls organization has
the same motto every year which
is “championship or bust,” and
has the same worry every year
which is Rose’s health.
His huge contract played a
role in the Bulls not obtaining
Carmelo Anthony. We were only
able to offer him $73 million over
four years, while the Knicks offered him $129 million over five

years. Now, thats a no-brainer on
what deal anyone would take.
If he truly is a champion,
Rose should have taken a pay cut
for the better of the team, like so
many other greats did (LeBron
James, Dwayne Wade, and Chris
Bosh).
But it’s clear why he didn’t
take a pay cut: He doesn’t know
about his own basketball future.
Why plan a future with a player
that isn’t even sure about their
own?

EDITORIAL: IT’S OVER
continued from page 12

consecutive knee injuries the
team couldn’t look upon him
to be their facilitator.
That was Noah.
Now that Rose is back on
the bench with yet another
meniscus tear, the real facilitator will thrive.
Two seasons ago, Noah
got his first chance to be in an
an All-Star game. Last season,
along with going to the big
game, Noah was named the
NBA’s Defensive Player of the
Year, and came fourth in MVP
votes.
This year, with the ad-

dition of Gasol, the Bulls have
forgotten the talent that Noah has
when the ball is in his hands.
No, Noah is not the best
shooter, and he can get a little
rough with opposing teams, but
wasn’t that the Bulls where known
for?
I think now with the additional scoring the Bulls are capable
of, they need to get back to being bad boys on defense, and let
the scoring flow.
They have forgotten that
defense reflects on both ends of
the court, and that it takes a team
effort to win a championship.

And finally, the individual
awards may look good attached to your name at the
end of your career, but without
a championship under your
belt, you’re just another good
player who couldn’t beat the
best; therefore you are good,
but not the best.
Prime examples: Reggie
Miller, Patrick Ewing, Shawn
Kemp, Tim Hardaway, Chris
Webber, Dikembe Mutumbo,
Bob Lanier, and Charles Barkley.
Okay, I still love the Bulls,
just not right now.
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NFL invites former Mustang QB to combine
By Jalisa Brown

“H

e caught a one
handed [pass]...the
first half in the state playoffs, and
he took it in for a TD. This was
about a 60-yard pass; he caught it
at about the 20 and ran it in, they
couldn’t catch him.”
Former head coach of the
varsity football Mustangs, Lexie
Spurlock, reminiscing about an
unbelievable play made by his
former player Da’Ron Brown who
is now an NFL prospect.
The former Mustang entered
the NFL Scouting Combine late
last month in hopes of being
drafted for the 2015-16 season.
Brown graduated from Morgan Park in 2010 and attended
Northern Illinois University (NIU)
where he choose to “redshirt,”
meaning to delay or suspend
one’s athletic participation in
order to lengthen their period of
eligibility.
Brown is a 6-foot 210-pound
wide receiver who was invited to
enter the combine because of his
recorded-breaking years in col-

lege. He finished his senior year
starting in all games and making
2nd team All-MAC. He also led
his team in all receiving categories.
Brown started his recordedsetting in high school when he
scored 41 touchdowns as a QB
and 1900 yards on 213 carries.
Brown started playing football at a young age. He played for
the elementary school league, the
Wolf Pack, led by coach Ernest
Radcliff, who still thinks highly of
Brown.
“His football career continues
to prosper,” Radcliff said. “He has
all the tools to play in the NFL.”
Although coach Suprlock
disagreed with Brown’s choice of
college, he still thinks he will be
drafted by an NFL team.
“I thought he would probably
do much better at some other
big school, [like] Northwestern,”
he said. “ [I think he could go the
second round, but] because he

Please turn to page 11 for
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Former Mustang and possible NFL recruit Da’Ron Brown, former Mustang head coach Lexie
Spurlock, and former Cleveland Brown wide receiver Frisman Jackson, who also played for the
Mustangs in the late 1990s, pose together in an undated photo captured on Spurlock’s Facebook
page.

Fans, players have high expectations for boys team
By Raven Smith
and Jada Campbell

M

any staff members
as well as students
cannot wait for the exciting
March madness basketball
event that is set to happen in
Peoria, Illinois on March 1214 and March 19-21.
Many students are hopeful that the boys varsity team
makes it downstate to defend
the trophy that would prove
them the best team for the
third straight time in the IHSA

Class 3A title game.
“I hope that the boys make it
downstate,” junior Taylor Jackson
said. “I know that they have the
potential, also, if they fight hard
enough, there is nothing that hard
work can’t overcome.”
Unfortunately, the team
was knocked out of a chance to
play for the Public League title
early last month, when Orr High
School defeated the Mustangs in
a huge—and controversial--upset,
78-69, in the second round of the
city playoffs at Whitney Young.
Just days after the loss, Chicago Public Schools (CPS) officials
ordered Orr to forfeit nine of its

ten conference games this season, including their playoff victory
over the Mustangs, due to ineligible players. Despite the forfeit,
MP would not continue in the city
round and hasn’t played a meaningful game since. In fact, their
first real game in nearly a month
was played in the IHSA Class 3A
Regional Semifinal against Gwendolyn Brooks yesterday (after this
publication was printed).
But, looking forward to
another downstate trip, some students look back to last year when
they were not the happiest with
the conditions that accompanied
the travel arrangements.

“It was very disappointing
finding out that [MP] only ordered
three buses to go to Peoria to
support the basketball team,” senior Aaron Cook said. “Everyone
knows that three buses wouldn’t
even seat half of the school. We
have more buses to go on field
trips than we had to go and support our very own team.”
Many students felt very bad
that they weren’t represented in
the correct fashion.
“When we arrived downstate,
we were surprised to see all the
other fans supporting their teams
which made us Morgan Park
students feel horrible because the

school didn’t think of us enough
to get enough buses to support
our team in the right way,”
Cook said, “but, this year, I
hope to find this very different.”
It is very exciting when
seeing the competitiveness of
the other teams.
“Last year, seeing Simeon
compete to win was very interesting, especially with them
being our longtime rival,”
junior Darien Campbell said.
Students have high ex-

Please turn to page 11 for
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Okay, time to give up, Bulls fans
By Jalisa Brown
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Can you say cheating?
If it wasn’t for so many
injuries, the Bulls would be threetime champs and OKC would be
the best in the West.
During the 2011-12 season,
the Bulls were number one in the
NBA with the MVP and Coach of
The Year, but after Rose and Joakim Noah went down with injuries
in the first round of the playoffs, the
Bulls went from tanked real quick.
Also during the same season,
OKC lost in the finals to the
Miami Heat. If the Bulls weren’t
struck with injury, they would have
gone on to beat the Thunder and
won a championship.
But past injuries can’t explain
what’s going on right now.
So the Bulls suck. Yeah, I said it.
I’m just being serious; 58
games into the season and their
record is 36-22. That may be
good for an Eastern Conference
team, but not for one as stacked
as the Bulls.
With the reigning defensive

edi

m not a fan of the NBA
right now.
So at the start of the season, after Derrick Rose finally
returned—but went out again (!)
with another knee injury—LeBron
James went back to Cleveland,
Pau Gasol left the Lakers, Kobe
Bryant has another season-ending
injury, Carmelo Anthony stayed
with the Knicks, and Kevin Durant
broke his foot, I knew the NBA
wouldn’t be the same this season.
With so many of the greatest
players at a weak point, “stars”
are made, but are they really
though?
I don’t think so!
Right now the NBA is full of
second bests, or what the NBA
wants us to see as all-stars. Yeah,
right.
And I can’t understand how the
commissioner, Adam Silver, keeps
approving trades for Cleveland as if
they are not already stacked.

player of the year in Noah, a
former MVP in Rose, a two-time
NBA champ in Gasol (who is only
here to make his self look better),
arguably the best SG/SF in the
league in Jimmy Butler, and a

former Coach of the Year in Tom
Thibodeau, any “reason” for losing so many games to under .500
teams, is an inexcusable excuse.
The Bulls record shouldn’t be
so flawed.
They have lost 15 games
that they should have won. But

that’s not the half of it; they have
beat the 2013-14 champs, and
stopped the Golden State Warriors 19-game winning streak, but
failed to beat the Lakers, a team
who couldn’t compete with half of
the IHSA basketball teams, with
an embarrassing record of 16-41.
The Bulls are looking pretty
pathetic.
Last season, the Bulls were
arguably the best defensive
team in the league, only allowing opposing teams, on average,
to score somewhere around 92
points per game. They were
ranked number one in least points
allowed to the opposing team.
Now the lackluster Bulls
are allowing teams to score 100
points a game. That’s 8 points
more than they allowed last
season.
Although, the Bulls scoring
is higher than is has been in the
past two seasons, at 103, up from
93, offense does not win games
in this league.

Personally, I think Coach
Thibs has gone soft. Since Thibs
has became coach, his motto has
been that defense wins game, but
he hasn’t been having a problem
with the 444 for 1241 attempted
three-pointers his team has, and
all the crying to refs that has resulted in players not getting back
on defense.
I know their problem!
The Bulls have an issue of too
many chiefs and not enough Indians. That simply means everyone
want to play one-on-one ball.
Last year, the Bulls averaged
23 assist per game, and now they
average 21 assists per game.
That may seem like a small
margin, but that means passing
the ball has decreased and fewer
team touches.
For the last two seasons,
Rose has been purely a spectator—grab a chair then! After two
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IT’S OVER

