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ACT scores remain essentially flat
ACT composite

By Jada Campbell
and Darien Campbell

Morgan Park 18-year scoring trend for ACT composite

T

he ACT scores earned by the Junior Class
earlier this spring have been generated
and sent to their homes and to the school, with the
overall composite score remaining unchanged to
that earned by the Class of 2015 last year.
Despite a number of school and OS4 Regional
Office instructional initiatives to improve student
scores, the Class of 2016 earned a 17.6 composite
average, the same as in 2014.
Last year, the national average composite was
a 21, in Illinois it was a 20.7, and among Chicago
Public School (CPS) juniors, it was an 18. Average
composite national and local scores have yet to be
announced for this year.
The state that boasts the highest ACT composite
is Massachusetts (24.3). Illinois ranks 33rd among the
50 states and the District of Columbia, according to
the 2014 ACT National and State and Score list.
The ACT is essentially a college entrance exam
that evaluates a student’s readiness for college. Often using the test results, college admissions boards
can judge a student’s current level of knowledge, as
well as their ability to reason and think logically.
The exam has five components: English, Mathematics, Reading, Science, and an optional Writing Test.
Less than 3 percent of juniors scored in the
upper 28-32 score band. Hannah Nelson and Paul
Gilbert captured the highest scores of the class,
earning a 33 and 31, respectively.

Please turn to page 3 for ACT

SCORES

ACT scores have
slid significantly since 2008, with the latest
composite score of 17.6 earned by the Class of 2016 remaining the
same as last year’s Junior Class score. Unfortunately, the Class of 2015’s composite contributed
to the school falling to a Level 2, according to Chicago Public School’s School Quality Rating (SQR). ACT scores
(shown here) are based on Illinois State Board of Education (ISBE) annual report cards. From 1998-2011, the
calculated composite scores excluded the scores of students who took the test with special accommodations.
*Based on the chart shown here for the 2012 through 2015 composite results, all students whose scores are
college reportable, both standard and extended time tests (special accommodations), are now included (indicated
by the hash mark). In 2012, the score would have been 18.7 using the previous calculation method.

New program hopes to improve college staying power
By Dazesha Williams

A

INSIDE

Twins Deavion and Dejon Gillarm, pose with their mother, Delores Gillarm, happily showing
their OneGoal t-shirts they received at an introductory meeting for the college persistence
program. (Photo by Dazesha Williams)
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News »

JROTC holds annual
blood drive. P2

School
News »

sk practically any senior
what’s on their mind,
and you’ll excited get one or
both of the following: prom and
graduation.
And most graduating Mustangs have their plans set for next
fall: attending college. But are
they really ready to do more than
just “go” to college? Most importantly, will they graduate with a
meaningful degree?
Nationally, only 9 percent of
low-income students—less than
1 out of 10—are expected to
graduate with a college degree,
so the odds are not good.
To help in this effort, OneGoal, a new program, has been

Features »

introduced to the sophomores
to improve the college persistence rate and increase the
likelihood of graduation from
college.
OneGoal, which features
the motto “College Graduation. Period,” is the new
program that sophomores can
look up to for one big goal:
getting a college degree. This
school year, One Goal is working with over 4,000 students,
known as “fellows,” at over
40 non-selective enrollment

Please turn to page 2 for

COLLEGE
PERSISTENCE
HELP

Sports »

Feature »

Talent show results,
highlights. P6

If you’re going to
take a selfie, make
it a good one. P9

Can high school
romance survive
long-distance love?
P10

Baseball team seeks
repeat in Public League
championship. P12
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JROTC cadets engage in Army team-building
By Lashawn Lewis
and Timia Stickland

U

Above: Army representatives conduct pull-ups and push-ups at
the exercise stations set up as part of a leadership and teambuilding activity last month in the school parking lot. Students
were placed into groups and competed against each other in
various events. (Photo by Lashawn Lewis)
Junior donor Kayla Armour has her blood drawn during
last month’s blood drive held in the gymnasium. Over 50
students signed up in advance of the event to volunteer to
have their blood taken by Heartland Blood Center medical
workers. (Photo by Timia Strickland)
By Timia Strickland
and Lashawn Lewis

T

he JROTC held their
annual blood drive
on Thursday, April 23 in the
gymnasium in an effort to
help donate blood and raise
awareness of the importance
of giving it.
Heartland Blood Center worked closely with the
JROTC who sponsored the

Please turn to page 4 for

LEADERSHIP
TRAINING

COLLEGE PERSISTENCE HELP
continued from page 1

important event. Heartland is
located on 16100 Centennial
Circle in Tinley Park, Illinois.
This is the fifth year that the
blood drive has been hosted
solely by the JROTC. They have
been a part of the drive for
many years, but they decided
to take on the project as a solo
sponsor. They use the event as

Please turn to page 5 for

BLOOD DRIVE
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1744 West Pryor Avenue
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nited States Army
representatives visited
with students last month to talk
about leadership and teambuilding.
This event, coordinated by
post-secondary coach Nicole
Brown and Sgt. Major Michael Striverson, was held outside the school
in the second parking lot where
representatives had a truck and
set up for students to come learn
about the Army. It started second
period with the JROTC classes
going to class and getting their attendance, and after that, they were
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Post secondary coach Nicole Brown explains the features of the OneGoal program to students, or
“fellows,” and their parents during an informational meeting held late last month in the library. The
program’s goal is to increase college persistence, or staying and completing a college degree.
(Photo by Dazesha Williams)
high schools in Chicago and 14 in
Houston.
OneGoal is a class while you
are in your junior and senior years
of high school, and it is factored
into your GPA and your transcript.
Once you go to college, One
Goal provides you with a strong
support network.
During the first two years of
what’s called the Obelisk program, students will have Obelisk
as a graded, in-school class.
During the third year of the
program (first year of college),
students will receive support from
their program director as they
make the transition out of high
school and into college.
MP’s post secondary coach,
Nicole Brown, has coordinated
the initial phase of the new program, targeting 26 sophomores.
“This is an amazing program
for the students, as well as the
school, because it’s giving us
that hope again for students to
continue their education,” Brown
said. “Our goal for this program
is for students to…finish their college career.”
The program seeks out
students who are typically underrepresented in post-secondary
education.
“OneGoal targets under-performing students in low-income
high schools with an average
incoming GPA of 2.7 and an in-

coming ACT/SAT score of 15/729
to become OneGoal Fellows,”
OneGoal’s website states.
Some might wonder why the
Class of 2017 is being recruited,
as they are two years away from
graduation, but Brown explained
that college shouldn’t be something students start thinking
about their senior year.
“I really think this program
is a great experience for the
younger students to start looking into some schools now to see
what would fit them,” she said.
MP’s Class of 2014 had a respectable 82.5 percent graduate,
with 68.9 percent enrolling in college, compared to Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) averages of 71.9
and 58.1 percent, respectively,
according to CPS district data.
However, just enrolling in
college is one thing, while staying
there is another thing. This rate
of staying power, referred to as
“persistence,” is respectable,
but has slipped a bit according
to the school’s Progress Report.
The most recent data shows the
Class of 2011 had an 81.2 percent
persistence rate (CPS average: 69
percent) and the Class of 2012
slipped to 77.9 (CPS: 70.1).
College persistence rates
reflect the percent of CPS graduates who enrolled in college by
the fall of their graduating year
and remained enrolled in col-

lege the following fall, or by their
sophomore year.
The benefits of the program
have even reached the highest
office of the land. In a recent College Opportunity Day of Action
speech President Barack Obama,
he shared a Prosser Academy student’s (Caleb) three-year success
story with One Goal, remarking
that he once had a 2.4 GPA, but
with help and encouragement,
he raised it to a 3.8 and is now
studying biochemistry at Dominican University.
“The folks at OneGoal saw a
spark of something that was special in Caleb,” the president said
in his speech. “Once he joined
the program, he started to believe that maybe he was capable
of achieving more.”

EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to
the editor. All letters must have a name and
division number. We reserve the right to edit
all letters for mechanics, length, and content.
Please submit responses with name and division to Mr. Majeske or any member of the
newspaper, or to KEMajeske@cps.edu.
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IB students get a taste of Bulgarian culture
A

s a wall-to-wall
International
Baccalaureate (IB) school, it
is imperative for Mustangs
to develop a multicultural
understanding of the world
around them.
One way is to travel to
far-flung destinations, but for
students, such long-distance
trips can be expensive and timeconsuming. Another way to learn
of other cultures is for them to
visit MP, and last month, that’s
precisely why Bulgarian representatives met with IB diploma
students last month.
Bulgarian consul general
Simeon Stoilov and Elena Tabakoba, the curator for the Bulgarian Museum in Chicago, brought
a taste of their Eastern European
flavor--literally and figuratively--to
a group of students during an
informative social meeting held in
Blackwelder Hall.
The pair chatted with the
group about their country, and
asked students to examine a selection of posters that highlighted
the history of the former Communist country.
They also invited students to
choose from a selection of meats
and cheeses that are representative
of their countrymen’s typical diet.
IBDP coordinator Morgan
Mudron facilitated the event

which was born through a joint
initiative between the Chicago
Consular Corps and the Chicago
Public Schools (CPS).
It is hoped that with representatives of 40 different countries interested in engaging IB
students with their language,
history and culture, students
will become more internationalminded.
IB schools were urged by the
city’s Strategic Partnerships and
Global Affairs office to implement
the initiative by a letter which
touted the value of the program.
“The Chicago Consular
Corps members are invaluable
assets to our city,” director Jenny
Cizner wrote in the January 13
letter. “They are in a unique position to inspire our students and
bring a global perspective to their
education.”
Interestingly, it appears that
the cultural appeal isn’t just a
one-way street, as Stoilov and
Tabakoba developed a serious
interest in the school, especially
regarding its historical significance. In fact, next year the 100th
anniversary of the opening of the
existing building will be commemorated, and they plan to
help run a feature story about
the history of the high school in
their North Side Bulgarian weekly
newspaper.

Teachers vote
to keep division
A

fter nearly a year
after its return to the
weekly schedule, a majority
of teachers voted during a
special election to keep the
bell schedule that features a
once-a-week division period,
in an effort to continue to
provide a block of time for
students to receive news,
perform standardized testing
requirements, and get other
important information.
There was a vote for
teachers on April 14, Grade
Pick-Up Day, to decide
whether to keep the current
Model III schedule or resume a
division-less week with the default, Model I, bell schedule.
With 67 teachers casting
a vote, the Model III (division)
schedule gathered 42 votes,
while the default Model I
schedule received 25, according to a tally posted by Chicago
Teachers Union (CTU) delegate
and teacher Ian Randolph.
Last year, with 72 teachers
casting a vote, the Model III
(division) schedule gathered
44 votes, while the default
schedule received 28.
Students will continue to
have seven 50-minute instructional periods, one 50-minute
lunch period four days per week
(Mon., Tues., Thurs., Fri.) with announcements occurring during
transition; Period 8 will end at
2:56 p.m. On Wednesdays, they
have seven 49-minute instruc-

tional periods, one 49-minute
lunch and a 11-minute division
one day per week; Period 8 will
end at 2:59 p.m. Passing periods
remain four minutes long.
The Chicago Teachers
Union and Chicago Board of
Education default bell schedule features seven 50-minute
instructional periods, one
50-minute lunch period with
five minute passing periods;
each day ends at 3 p.m.
Division is designed for
students and staff to hear
announcements, receive paperwork, or discuss any class
business that would needed to
be taken care of.
Testing coordinator Gerald
Moore was particularly pleased
with the voting results, as division is often used to help facilitate the near-endless stream
of state and locally-mandated
standardized testing.
“For those of you who did,
thank you for supporting the
division bell schedule for next
year!” Moore wrote in an email
to teachers. “I really believe it
is in the best interests of the
entire learning community.”

Division was part of CPS
life for decades
Division, historically, had
been held each and every

Please turn to page 5 for

DIVISION STAYS

Above: Bulgarian Consul General Simeon Stoilov discusses the
features of his country to IB senior Essence McNabb during a
visit to MP last month. Below left: Elena Tabakoba, the curator
for the Bulgarian Museum in Chicago, appears in garb typical
of her culture, while IBDP coordinator Morgan Mudron and IB
students select from a sampling of foods representative of a
Bulgarian diet. (Photos by Jalisa Brown)

BULGARIA
POPULATION: 6.9 million
HISTORY: Once were
a part of the Roman
Empire, became a Sovietstyle People’s Republic in
1947, and then formed a
democratic government
in 1991. It is now part of
the European Union.
TRADITIONAL FOODS:
Cold cuts, sausage,
yogurt, soups (such as
tarator, a cold soup),
relishes and salads, and
grilled meats (meatballs
and kebobs).
MAIN EXPORT:
Petroleum
MEDIAN HOUSEHOLD
INCOME: $4281 (2011)

ACT SCORES
continued from page 1

Top
ACT
scorers

Some
might complain about
the content
of the top
standardized test,
but Nelson
was confronted by
Hannah
another
issue.
Nelson
“The
biggest
challenge
I had with
taking the
ACT was
the time
Paul
conGilbert
straints,”
Nelson
said. “I had
to do a lot
of practicing to time
myself,
Grafton
because I
Brown
knew even
if I comprehended all
the stories
and knew
all of the
answers, if I
Mia
didn’t have
Bradley
time to fill
them in, it
wouldn’t
matter.”
Many
students
Alleyah
who perBurns
formed
well were
surprised that they did so. Some
even remarked that they left the
testing rooms with an uneasy
feeling.

“I was actually shocked at
my marks,” Gilbert said. “Even
though I know I did well in reading, English, and math, I was not
as confident in my science skills.”
The next three top scoring
students were Grafton Brown (28),
Mia Bradley (27), and Alleyah
Burns (26).
Some may wonder how did
these students perform so well on
an assessment, that, overall, many
Mustangs didn’t; however, Gilbert
offered his perspective.
“I scored so high because
I’m always reading,” he said.
“It doesn’t matter what it is that
you’re reading. The ACT is mostly
common sense and reading, so
the more you practice reading,
the easier it would be.”
Some students also participated in preparation programs
offered outside of school, paying
a little more money to try and get
a higher composite score.
“My parents enrolled me
in Kaplan Test Prep, and I think
that’s the reason my score increased,” Gilbert said. “I received
a 28 on the practice exam, and
my score increased three points.
Even though Kaplan was expensive, it really benefited me.”
Plans to retake the ACT are
already in full effect. However, waivers will not start to be given out
until the beginning of September.
“I plan on taking the test
again in the middle of June,”
junior Unique Boyd said. “ I now
have a private tutor who comes to
my house once a week to better
prepare me.”
Six percent of the juniors
scored a composite of less than
13, and 27 percent averaged a
score between 13-15. These percentiles for the most part stayed
the same as last year’s.

Some admitted that preparing
for what is generally considered the
most important standardized test
“I didn’t do so good my first
try because I didn’t take the test
as seriously as I should have,”
junior Wilson Jordan said. “In
most of my classes, when we did
ACT prep, I was either asleep or
not paying attention.”
Forty percent of students
scored a composite of 16-19. This
strongly contributed as to why the
school’s composite average is a
17.6. Some of those in this band
may be satisfied, even though
most upper-level colleges prefer
scores in the 24-27 range.
“People say I should be
happy with scoring a 19,” junior
Rainasisai Harris said. “However, I
know compare to everyone else in
the state I performed mediocre.”
Average ACT admission
score for college freshmen varies:
Northern Illinois University offers
acceptance in the 19-24 range,
the University of Illinois has 26-31,
Spelman College (20-24), Iowa
State (22-28), and Alabama State
University (19-plus).
If you are uncertain as to
what school would possibly accept you based upon a certain
ACT score, try the online application on CollegeSimply (collegesimply.com). Just type in your
actual (or expected) ACT or SAT
score, and it will generate a list of
potential colleges by state.
The ACT is very important in
choosing the college you want to
attend. The higher your score the
better your chances are in getting
accepted.
“I want to attend either Stanford, or Harvard,” Gilbert said.
“Im glad my scores and grades
are high enough to make me
eligible to get in.”

04

Wednesday, May 6, 2015
EMPEHI News

SCHOOL NEWS

SCHOOL NEWS
FEATURES

Jazz band plays
with professionals

Concert band members along with visiting professional
musicians from the Chicago Symphony Winds Orchestra
pose for a photo after playing a few sets together in
Blackwelder Hall last month.
By Deont’e Taylor

P

rofessional musicians
from the Chicago
Symphony Winds Orchestra
put on a clinic and worked
with band students in
Blackwelder Hall, April 15th.
Flutist Mary Jamerson,
oboist Marde Meek, clarinetist
Melissa Morales, bassoonist
Cynthia Stacy, and horn player
Parker Nelson all visited MP
and worked with band members for their upcoming events
and also performed a small
concert of the music they play.
Members of the band,
including seniors Kristopher
Herring and Raynard Parham,
had nothing but positive
comments regarding their
time with the professionals.
Band director Shemeka Nash
also felt this is what the band
needed to inspire them and
influence students to become
better at their craft.

“This is a great experience for the kids to see and
interact with professionals
from right here in their city,”
Nash said. “I hope they take
from this, and maybe [it will]
inspire some of them to go
and do great things like [the
orchestra professionals].”
The musicians played three
pieces of music for the band,
and the students were astonished by the way they played.
“They were amazing,”
Herring said. “The things they
could with their instruments
were amazing, and I would
most definitely consider doing
what they do because I love
the music. They were super
down-to-Earth and gave great
advice to the people in the
band about ways to help their
playing.”
Students felt like the

Please turn to page 8 for

BAND NEWS

Rules to stand firm
as prom requirement
By Jazmine Bates

M

isconduct and unpaid
debt will cause some
of the Class of 2015 to miss
out on the much-anticipated
prom and perhaps other senior
activities later this school year.
So far (as of the end of April),
it looks like only a handful of students will be attending the senior
prom, according to senior events
coordinator Katrina Richard, as
more than half of the class has
yet to pay off their accumulated
financial obligations to the school.
“There are 170 students that
still have debt,” Richard said a little
over two weeks ago. According to
IMPACT data, there are 303 seniors.
Then, there are those who
have broken what perhaps is the
golden rule for seniors: no fights.
And those who break it are out.
As students increasingly
become more and more eager for
the arrival of the dance, Assistant
Principal Gail Tennial said that
students must follow the rules

and act like young adults in order
to attend this special event.
“Prom is a privileged extracurricular activity,” Tennial said.
“We don’t want students at the
prom who cannot behave in a
proper, pre-adult manner.”
However, while there are
some who feel the administration is being unfair, the assistant
principal said that the policy isn’t
just a punitive measure.
“These rules are not set in
place to punish students, they are
to deter students from acting out
in these manners prior to prom,”
Tennial said. “What we’re really
asking students to do when we
institute this rule that [Principal
Dr. Carolyn Epps] has, is to think
before you act.”
Some of the students who
are currently denied prom are so
because of fighting infractions.
One student commented on the
question of fairness, although she,

Please turn to page 8 for

NO ADMITTANCE

REVIEWS

SPORTS

LEADERSHIP TRAINING
continued from page 2

able to go outside to the parking
lot and participate in fun activities.
The first activity they participated in was a team-building exercise
where they were split into to four
teams. The first two teams were
outside the truck where they set up
the pull-ups and push-ups exercise
stations for the students to build up
their strength. It was also expected
that others would support them and
cheer them on, so they had to be
really competitive against the other
team and give their all.
The second activity they participated in was more fun than the
exercise activity. After the first two
teams were done going head-tohead in the exercise round, they
were sent inside the tent to play a
UFC wrestling game on the Xbox
360, while one of the military reps
was there waiting and he talked
to them a little about leadership
and asked them if they knew what
it meant to be a leader and to
lead a team to victory.
The rep explained that in
the Army, they all have to work
together to be the best team and
never let their egos be bigger
than each other because that’s
not what it mean to be a leader.
While some students played
the video game, others watched
a team-building video and got to
see what goes on in the training
field. After all of that, the winners
from the exercise competition
were announced, and they were
rewarded with Army t-shirts, key
chains and hats.

Above: Students go head-to-head in one of the Xbox UFC
wresting events. Bottom right: Later, winners choose from
prizes that included Army t-shirts, hats, and keychains. (Photos
by Lashawn Lewis)
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DIVISION STAYS
continued from page 3

day from 10 to 14 minutes. It
was included in the school day
essentially for collecting student attendance. But when the
IMPACT computer system was
employed in 2008, which collects
data based on actual class period
attendance, Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) and most teachers
deemed the time block obsolete
and unnecessary.
Division and advisory were

once the times where students
would get all of their information they need for activities and
important news for their grade
level. It was a certain time period set aside on Wednesdays,
division being ten minutes,
while advisory was 46 minutes.
Students could gather together
with their assigned teachers
and express concerns, as well
as get messages delivered to
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Another successful

Senior Myles Walton offers a promposal to fellow
senior Dorianne Thomas during division last month--she
accepted!

I

t appears that simply
asking someone to be
your date for the annual senior
prom has become too basic, as
a few upperclassmen have gone
taken the extra step of making
the proposal something special.
Recently, senior Myles
Walton dropped to one knee
and offered a bouquet of
roses to his girlfriend Dorianne
Thomas when he asked her to
be his date for the prom to be

held on May 29.
Even though the two have
been dating for two years, and
Dorianne had requested that
his question be posed to her in
a public way, it still had a sense
of the unexpected.
“She was very surprised
because I had my friends distract her while I came in [to the
classroom], Walton said. “I also
had been telling her I wasn’t
going to do it.”

them, special documents, have
yearbook photos taken, have
Student Council gift deliveries
made, and get to hear messages
broadcast over the PA with little
interruption.
In 2008, daily division elimi-

nated from the school day and
replaced by a 45-minute advisory
or “long division” on Tuesdays
twice each month.
The latest CTU contract,
which was agreed upon in
October 2012, stipulated that

instructional periods be at
least 50 minutes each, and that
additional division or advisory
periods would have to be paid
as overtime by any school that
added the extra time to the
school day.

BLOOD DRIVE
continued from page 2

a service learning project for
their JROTC members. Sgt.
Major Michael Striverson, head
of JROTC, coordinates each
event and noted the seriousness associated with the drive.
“We have to help our nation keep the blood supply at
a safe level in an emergency,”
Striverson said.
And those who did donate
were very generous, according
to the major.
“Students are not getting
paid,” Striverson said. “This is
something we encourage, for students to be leaders and become
responsible. You never know
when you need blood or someone close to you needs blood, so
it’s important to give back.”
This drive, in particular,
was a respectable success,
however there were some who
were unable to donate the
life-giving fluid due to various
reasons, such as having tattoos
or health issues. According
to Heartland staff members,
deferrals were generally due to
either low blood iron.
One student who did have
his blood drawn said he did so
because he understands the
need to people to participate,
despite being unfamiliar with
the procedure.
“I really didn’t know what
to expect coming into there,”
junior Idris Milton said. “I just
knew I was doing the right
thing. I know a lot of people
who lost blood from being
shot, [a] heart transplant, and
everything else. I did this because I know I could help alot

Junior Idris Milton donates some of his blood during the
JROTC’s sponsorship of the annual blood drive. (Photo by
Timia Strickland)
of people. That was my main goal
walking in this gym.”
Not just anyone can give
blood; potential candidates must
go through a thorough prescreening process.
Any person who hoped
to donate had to first read the
Donor Qualification Guide, which
identifies 25 different reasons for
potentially being disqualified.
They include weight restrictions
(110 lbs. minimum), diabetes, having dental surgery in the past 72
hours, traveling to certain countries outside the U.S., and being
pregnant. Also, those who have
had a tattoo inked in the past 12
months can’t give, unless sterile,
single use equipment was used.
Drawing upon schools is something blood banks depend upon.
“We get 60 percent of our
blood supply from high schools,

so that’s why we chose Morgan
Park,” phlebotomist Sabrina
G. said, who was working the
event. “Each unit can save up
to three lives; we supply local
hospitals with up to 60 units to
support our community.”
According to statistics,
about 12.6 million units of
whole blood are donated in
the United States each year by
about eight million volunteer
blood donors. These units are
transfused to about four million
patients per year.
The uses of blood are
increasing everyday, and according to the American Red
Cross, one pint of blood can
save three people’s lives. Every
two seconds someone needs
a blood transfusion and about
five million patients in the US
need blood every year.

Lack of MP interest, spirit grows among students
By Deont’e Taylor
and Dazesha Williams

B

een to a Mustang
baseball game this
spring? How about a swim meet?
Attend last month’s talent show?
No? Unfortunately, you’re
not alone. Students appear to
have begun caring less and less
about any and everything schoolrelated, like academics, clubs,
and sports.
One recent example was at
the annual talent show sponsored
by the Senior Board. In years
past, the main level of Blackwelder Hall was nearly filled with
students who bought tickets for
the show, but this year there appeared to only be around 40 or
so who showed up.
Even more surprising was the
lack of acts that performed. Of
the 10 performances slated to be
on stage, only eight actually did.
Another alarming trend is

that of paying fees in a timely
manner, fees that provide things
that students would really get
excited for.
The student activity fee,
which costs $150, covers a variety
of school functions that most
couldn’t really care about, like
postage and testing, but also the
monthly issue of this publication,
EMPEHI News ($10 portion of the
fee) and a copy of the yearbook
($45). Fewer than 600 of the approximately 1,350 students have
paid this fee.
Then there are the seniors
who are required to satisfy all
debts to the school before they
can purchase their prom ticket or
participate in the graduation ceremony. Shockingly, after a recent
examination of senior debt, more
than half of the Class of 2015 still
owes money, and there are only
10 more days until the deadline
expires (Friday, May 22).
Seniors, in particular, have
expressed a lack of interest in

classes and activities mainly
because they are coming close to
the end and graduating from high
school. Seniors Raynard Parham,
De’Quan Hoover and Stephan
Green have very strong feeling on
why they think the school’s student participation is dying down.
“I think it’s the fact that
we not allowed to do anything
anymore,” Parham said. “Nothing seems fun like other schools
do things, as far as events and
stuff. The reason I think these kids
aren’t focused on their classes is
because they don’t care, freshmen think high school’s a party,
sophomores pull alarms, juniors
think they got senioritis, and seniors just can’t wait to leave.”
Hoover and Green, being
Academic Center seniors, have
a view on the school more in
depth than other seniors. They
say almost the exact same things
and ideas.
“Sometimes school just isn’t
for a person,” Hoover said. “For

some people, school isn’t to get
an education, it’s more of a social
setting so they aren’t paying attention to their classes, and that’s
why we have so many freshmen
doing whatever and people just
not caring. People just roam the
halls now and ditch school like it’s
nothing. Our school events and
activities are poorly planned and
something always goes wrong,
and even the homecoming dance
is starting to get weak because
things like our DJs are weak.”
Seniors see the problem and
brush them off because they are
going to college in a few months,
but for the students who are still
going to be here, they wonder
if things are going to get better.
Sophomore Latrisha Howard wonders what things will be like next
year as far as student life.
“I think the school needs
to do more stuff with interacting with students,” Howard said.
“Even with our classes, people
don’t want to be here because

they aren’t focused on their work
and the teachers don’t push us
to it. We need to do a lot more
things like other schools do; a lot
of people don’t like what we have
going on here so they transfer or
just don’t care.”
Sophomore Jalon Allen has
some ideas that we should do to
get students more interested in
the activities and even school.
“We should do more outof-the box ideas,” Allen said.
“Some schools have their band do
hallway parades. I remember my
seventh grade year, here, the band
marched around outside playing
music while people were in class.
Also, we shouldn’t have so many
dry months at school; it’s like the
only thing we celebrate at school
is homecoming and the basketball
team going downstate. We should
have a fun event or activity at
least twice a quarter; a lot of other
schools do that. As far getting
people motivated for class, I don’t
know what you can do.”
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Senior Board holds annual

Talent Show
By Shaquira Williams
and Briana Minued

S

SENIOR DORIANNE THOMAS
Thomas won first place with her special dance routine.

FRESHMAN NADIAH REID
Reid captured second place thanks to a vocal performance.

JUNIOR TYRA DEPILLARS
DePillars won third place singing an R&B song.
(Photos by Jalisa Brown)

enior Board hosted their annual talent
show including various acts last month in
Blackwelder Hall.
Acts varied among different styles of song and
dance. Of top three winners among the nine separate
performances were first place winner and senior Dorianne Thomas with a lyrical dance, the second place
finisher was freshman Nadiah Reed singing gospel,
and rounding out third place was junior Tyra DePillars
singing a R&B tune.
The other acts in order of appearance included
junior Nasir Baker (dance), Baby Beys (dance), junior
Korede Anni (dance), and junior Kobe Ali with senior
Anthony Davis (song, guitar). Two others that were
scheduled but didn’t attend were Yasmine Burnett and
Mariah Robinson.
It was unfortunate that so few came to see the
show, considering the effort it took to organize it.
“The talent show committee worked very hard,”
Senior Board President Kerry Jones said. “It was others’ loss for not showing up.”
In addition to the two absent stage acts, a surprisingly few people attended the show, with some
speculating that only around 30 parents and students
were in the audience, far fewer than year past.
There was various speculation as to why there
wasn’t much apparent interest, with some suggesting
it was held the day before spring vacation and people
just wanted to get away from school, among others.
“Some people stayed home because they didn’t
have any friends performing,” sophomore Alyssa
Cheeks said.
Another student believes that it’s simply a lack of
school spirit.
“Nobody wants to do stuff like this anymore,” senior Jazmine Bates said, “everything like band, plays,
activities—period. I can’t wait until next year when [I
go to college] and the spirit will be back up there like
it was during freshman year.”
A majority of the audience consisted of senior
students and family of the performers.
“This year was the biggest turnout of family members I’ve seen in the audience,” senior Kristina Echols
said. “It’s usually packed with students, but family
members were there in numbers this year.”
Although the student population turnout was not
as big as expected, the performers still gave their all.
“It was my last high school talent show, so I
showed out,” senior Baby Bey and pom pon team
member Marquell Fuller said. “I would’ve enjoyed
winning, but I was dancing for fun, anyway.”
This was also the first year that the audience was
able to vote for who they thought were the best.
“It was always adult judges who declared the winners when I attended MP,” said former Morgan Park
student Trevion Hartfield. “I think the switch-up was
pretty cool.”
Performers received plenty of positive feedback
from their peers.
“I really enjoyed Dorianne,” senior Da’Vya McMillan said. “I can really sense her passion and love for
dance through her facial expressions and dance moves.
It’s really moving to experience her performances.”
The first place win came as a surprise to Thomas.
“I was surprised,” said the senior dance soloist,
Baby Bey and pom member. “I didn’t win last year, so,
to be honest, I wasn’t looking for a first place win.”
Others enjoyed different performances that didn’t
place in the top three.
“I really enjoyed the Baby Beys,” senior Christopher Parker said. “They were on beat with all the
music and confident.”
Although the overall show was short and simple,
that didn’t stop anything.
“The talent show was a success regardless of who
showed up,” Jones said. “It was well-organized and
the performers were phenomenal.
The Senior Board president also offered a piece
of advice to those who will take over the program
next year.
“To next year’s performers and committee, don’t
be discouraged by others,” Jones said. “Your peers
will support you if you stick out. Hard work pays off.”
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Junior high holds spring dance
T

he Academic Center (7th and 8th grade)
students held their annual Spring Fling dance
last month on April 25, 2015. The dance was hosted
in the boys gymnasium by AC counselor Kevin Tate,
teachers, and numerous AC parent volunteers.

Mustangs pay visit to the Crimson Tide
Seniors still looking for a college to call home in the fall
visited the University of Alabama last month in an effort to
discover details about the southern school. After touring
the campus, which was founded in 1831, students spoke
with school representatives about what the institution offers
(below), and some students received acceptance certificates
to the school. (Photos by Nia Johnson)

Students help fight educational inequality
during trip to DePaul’s JumpStart program

S

ervice
learning
students created
educational
materials to help
DePaul University’s
JumpStart program
last month during
a field trip to the
institution. Dr.
Deborah Hawes
coordinated the trip.
Jumpstart trains
DePaul students to
deliver an innovative early education
program via yearlong one-on-one
relationships with
preschool children
from low-income
households, according to the school’s
website that ex-

plains the special program.
Knowing that their efforts
will help disadvantaged students
brought satisfaction to those who
volunteered to help create the
hand-made products.

“I really enjoyed volunteering
with JumpStart because I knew
that the kids that they work with
would be really happy when they
received their gifts,” junior participant Jaharha Pryor said.

Junior Jahara Pryor and other MP students make instructional
materials while volunteering with DePaul University’s JumpStart
program last month.

Former Mustang picked
in last week’s NFL Draft

Class of 2011 Da’Ron Brown visits
with former Mustangs head coach
Lexie Spurlock at MP on Monday, just
a day after he was selected by the
Kansas City Chiefs in the 7th round on
Saturday during the NFL Draft. More
on Brown in the June issue of EMPEHI
News. (Photo by Jalisa Brown)

08

FEATURES

Wednesday, May 6, 2015
EMPEHI News

OPINION

SCHOOL NEWS

REVIEWS

High standards for prom dream date
By Kennedy Wash
and Alexis Lowery

P

rom is suppose to be
magical and filled with
joy. Everyone dreams of the
perfect prom night and fairy talelike pictures.
Many imagine and talk about
how they want their prom date
to look, but that’s not what they
always get.

If you could build your prom
date from scratch, how would
they appear?
Some girls had high expectations for their dream date’s
appearance.
“My prom date has to be at
least 6 feet tall,” senior Shaquira
Williams said.
Another senior had a similar
must-have quality.
“He must be tall, even

though I’m already short, I just
love them tall,” senior Timia
Strickland said.
Some like them them with
some meat on their bones.
“He would be kind of chunky,
not a fat boy, but a healthy boy,”
Williams said.
Boys, not surprisingly, felt
the same.

Please turn to page 10 for

DREAM DATE
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If prom is anything
like the movies...

Even with the tags still on, no store
is taking this dress back.

NO ADMITTANCE
continued from page 4

herself, has not been in a fight.
“Sometimes things happen,
and more than likely, there’s going to be at least one person trying to protect themselves,” senior
Dazesha Williams said.
Another student who did
have her prom privilege revoked,
claimed that this is what makes
the rule unfair, arguing that she
didn’t start the fight that led to
her being banned.
“It was self defense,” she
said. “Prom wasn’t what’s on my
mind at that moment; it was let
me not get hit.”
But according to Tennial, it

doesn’t matter who started an
altercation; each student involved
will still be held accountable.
“We ask that students maintain a certain level of discipline
prior to prom,” Tennial said.
“There’s no point in suspending
seniors [at this point in their high
school career]; we’ll just take
away that senior activity.”
Additional activities that a
student could be barred from
participating in include the senior
luncheon and even the graduation
ceremony, although earning the actual diploma cannot be taken away.
It isn’t likely to allow someone

to harm you and not imply self defense and also be punished for your
first offense the whole school year.
“If I’m arguing with someone
and I see them charging at me, I’m
going to defend myself,” she said.
Administration wants to make
sure that prom is enjoyable for
everyone and also abide by the
facilitators rules.
“You should be able look
nice, go to a facility, and have a
great time with no incident,” said
Tennial. “The [Adler Planetarium],
where the dance is being held]
has some rules and mandates that
we have to follow, as well.”

BAND NEWS

Mom wants to go to the big dance
with you? Ewww.

continued from page 4

advice they gave was helpful, but
it wasn’t anything they hadn’t
heard from their own director
already.
“Some of the people
thought they were giving new
advice, but this is the same stuff
Ms. Nash has been telling us
forever,” Parham said. “I feel like
this is what the students need.
Maybe the same advice from
new people and people that are
actually professionals will make
them want to practice and be
better.”

Probably should switch to buttonfly jeans from now on.

This was the last performance
from the jazz band this year.
Some specially invited people

also came out to support the jazz
band and donate back to the
program at MP.

So, that was how they danced 30
years ago. I guess it’s better than
juking.

Room 43 show
The jazz band also put on
a performance at Room 43 in
Bronzeville, highlighting the students and alumni of the school.

Are

The jazz band performs “Swing State” to an invited audience at
Room 43 in Bronzeville to end the bands jazz season. (Photo by
Alexandra Glenn)

you
graduating?

Graduating seniors are
offered to place their
last will and testament
in the june 2015 issue
of empehi news

Ad forms are currently available in Room 132. A PDF-version can also be downloaded from
www.morganparkcps.org in the News and Bulletins section. Completed ads may be emailed to
empehinews@gmail.com. Ads must be returned to Mr. K. Majeske no later than Thursday, May
14. Only one ad per student, please.

Well, I guess just one peck
couldn’t hurt.

It’s kind of like the Cha-Cha Slide,
but not exactly.

Prom dresses that looked like
grandma’s nightgown were
considered stylish?

Carrie (1976)
It’s bad enough that
they have prom in
the school gym, but
dumping pig’s blood
all over the prom
queen: really big
mistake. Note to self:
Always have an exit
strategy.
Something About
Mary (1998)
For guys, this is your
nightmare come true,
and I’m not talking
about the shabby
brown tuxedo, frilly
shirt, and clown-like
bow tie. You’ll never
feel the same about
“franks and beans”
again.
Back to the Future
(1985)
Go back in time, try
to get your mother to
quit hitting on you, be
matchmaker for your
parents, then teach
1950’s rock-and-roll
legend Chuck Berry
how to play guitar at
prom. Who writes this
stuff?
Footloose (1984)
A small town bans
dancing until troublemaker Kevin Bacon
brings music to prom.
Where does all that
sparkly stuff come
from? Anyway, they
all, ahem, dance, to
painfully retro ‘80s
pop music, unless you
like that kind of thing.
Twilight (2008)
Proof that proms are
still important for
today's youths. Oh,
yeah, and for creatures of the night,
too. Where’s Vincent
Price when you need
him. Again, who
writes this stuff?
Not Another
Teen Movie (2001)
Emo geeks, dumb
jocks, party animals, a
girl-next-door, nerds,
etc., etc.; pretty much
every high school
stereotype is mocked
in this satire of every
“teen movie” (duh!).
Yep, prom is just like
something out of a
choreographed scene
from “Glee.” Just you
wait.
Pretty in Pink (1986)
Unique (think: not
typical, borderline
weird) girl who’s
not all that popular,
makes a big entrance
to prom supposedly
looking super glamorous; it’s every girl’s
dream night--that is
until you look at her
date and her dress (?)
Wow.
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Do the Internet a favor: If you’re going to take a selfie, take a good one
By Briana Griffin

S

elfies: Who doesn’t love
to take them?
Taking a selfie appears to be
a very simple task, but it actually
takes alot to perfect them, and
most people don’t understand
the proper way and steps to take
the perfect selfie.
If you don’t know what a selfie is, you’ve probably been living
under a rock the past few years.
A selfie, as defined in the Oxford
dictionary, is a photograph that
one has taken of oneself, typically
one taken with a smartphone or
webcam and shared via social
media.
The most important thing
to do before taking a shot of
yourself is to know your purpose.
People take selfies for various
reasons, such as capturing a funny
moment, remembering a happy
moment, capturing a good outfit
or hair day, or because their feeling very confident. Identify why
you’re taking a selfie so you know
how to take it.
“I’ll admit I take a lot of selfies just because,” Seton Academy
sophomore Kesley Griffin said.
“If I’m feeling super-confident,
I’m going to take a selfie. Other
times, my selfies have to do with
family and friends and capturing that moment to remember
forever.
Some important things to
remember when taking a selfie is
to use good natural lighting (no
flash), pick your best angle, limit
filters, and most importantly be
aware of your surroundings.
“I like filters, but sometimes
people can go overboard,”
eighth grader Britni Griffin said.
“If I’m feeling kind of pale, I’ll
put a black-and-white filter on a
picture, but that’s about it. People
add filters to make the picture
look glossy, they wear make-up,
and then add like five more filters,
it’s never that serious and in the
end they look like a totally different person.”
Sometimes filters may be
necessary to enhance the photo
and make every detail show or

even hide a few, but don’t over
do it. Make sure your picture
seems as realistic as possible,
even with a filter. You know and
your friends know that’s not how
you look in person.
“When you in the light, it
makes your picture look so much
better, because you can see your
face and stuff like that,” sophomore Shainett Haynes said. “It
enhances and it makes your skin
tone look lighter or better.”
Backgrounds are extremely
important in selfies. Find a plain
background or really pretty background. Always check for dirty
dishes, filthy floors, laundry, and
other people—nobody wants to
be photobombed. These things
can make a perfect selfie go terribly wrong.
“When I’m on Facebook
and I see a picture with a dirty
background, it drives me crazy,”
sophomore Yazmine Marshall
said. “You know you could’ve
cleaned up before taking a picture. It’s like people’s priorities are
so messed up.”
And, yes, there are places
and situations where it is just
wrong to take a selfie. At a funeral? Umm, no.
But some people don’t think
before they shoot. In one such
example, it was reported that Alabama teen Breanna Mitchell came
in for harsh criticism this past summer when she tweeted a smiling
selfie at a Nazi death camp. Her
message: “Selfie in the Auschwitz
Concentration Camp :).”
It’s also very important for
you to know what in and what’s
not when it comes to selfies. Duck
lips, gang bangin’, and sexual pictures aren’t cute. Some things are
better if you keep it to yourself.
“To me it’s all about perception,” Gwendolyn Brooks
sophomore Khamia Teague said.
“And what someone believes he
should and shouldn’t do, because
everyone’s opinion differs. Like
I wouldn’t prefer nudity or guns
in a selfie, but some people are
okay with that.”
Taking a lot of selfies is the
best way to make sure you end

up with a good one; posting a lot
of selfies isn’t though. You don’t
want to be that annoying friend
that floods everyone’s timeline
with selfie-after-selfie, that most

times aren’t that great.
“I absolutely hate scrolling
through Instagram and seeing
the same girl or guy 10 different
times,” Chicago Vocational High

School freshman Za’kyra Teague
said. “Like, sweetheart, you aren’t
even that pretty. We don’t want to
see your face every five seconds;
please stop.”

How to do a selfie right
USE FILTERS SPARINGLY.

Filters, when used correctly, are a selfie’s best
friend. Experiment to give pictures some variety.

USE THE BEST LIGHTING AVAILABLE.

Natural light coming from behind you
will create selfie perfection.

CHOOSE YOUR BEST ANGLE.

Angles that work: straight-on or
above. Angles that don’t: taken
from below.

SMILE.

Nothing will stand the test of time
like a perfect smile. Duck-face is
already a joke; think what it will be
10 years from now.

BE AWARE OF YOUR SURROUNDINGS.

A quick look around the background of your
photos will help to ensure that none of your
dirty laundry gets aired on the Web.

CROP AND ZOOM.

Photobomber sneaking in? Use your tool
box to get rid of anything or anyone that’s
annoying and don’t want in your photo.

Apparent lack of sex ed seen as problem for some
By Paul Gilbert II

W

ith STI (sexually transmitted
illness) and teen pregrnancy
rates above the national average, sex
education as it is offered, at least a majority
of city schools, is at best ineffective and
confusing, or at worst a joke of curriculum,
another mandate that serves little purpose.
Here, some unfortunate students,
mainly JROTC, were denied a high school
level of sexual education, which is alarming under any circumstance, especially in
an age where any and everything you do
is put on the Internet for the world to see,
young people in our city put themselves
in danger due to lack of knowledge, and
often if they learned anything about sex,
it is from the Internet or their friends, both
of whom are highly inaccurate.
The problem is so bad, even long-time
students forget the existence of this class.
“I did not know that we had a sex
ed class here,” junior Jada Jackson said.
Some claim they’ve never had any
course instruction on the subject.

“I never had sex ed,” sophomore Brianna Griffin said, “not even in grade school.
Everything I learned [about it] was from my
mom when I was in seventh grade.
Surprisingly, Chicago Public Schools
(CPS) states on its website that “Students
in every grade receive sexual health education from trained school staff,” with the
purpose of providing “comprehensive,
developmentally appropriate and medically accurate, with abstinence included
as a component of healthy sexual decision-making,” and to “decrease sexual
risk-taking behaviors that lead to STIs/HIV
and unintended pregnancies.”
There is even a 2013 CPS “Sexual
Health Education Policy” online from the
Office of Student Health and Wellness that
details implementation of the policy that is
expected to be fully implemented by 2016.
By then, schools are supposed to
have two trained sexual health education
instructors at each school—for kids from

Please turn to page 10 for
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Will senior couples crumble in college?
Many girls
They can
say they
with effort
will survive
By Chardaé Capler
and Ange Nlome

F

inally the countdown for
prom and graduation
begins. It’s time for seniors to
get ready to pack their bags and
head off to college, leaving their
old lives behind including friends
and that ‘use to be’ special one.
Unfortunately, many relationships start to deteriorate toward
the end because couples know
they will soon separate and, most
times, because they begin to
grow apart.
“It depends on how strong
the relationship is if a couple wants
to stay together,” senior Kayla
Lee said. “If they want to make it
work, it has to be [the couple] to
do whatever it’s willing to take to
keep their relationship strong.”
The stress of college decisions and what to do after
graduation can take a toll on high
school senior relationships. “It’s
stressful, not only with the prom,
but with graduation and deciding

what college to go to,” senior
Alexandra Glenn said. “With
couples, there’s going to be arguments and then they tend to take
it out on each other.”
Couple separation is difficult
for seniors to think about when
choosing where to start the next
chapter of their lives.
“It becomes too much to
handle, especially when couples
decide to go to different colleges,
and that has a huge impact on
whether or not the two should be
together,” Glenn said.
New environments and
new people typically become
huge obstacles in long distance relationships.
“If you want to stay in a relationship, be mindful of how long
distance relationships may work
out for both of you,” Glenn said.
“Everything will be different, you
won’t know how the campus is,
[and] you won’t know what type
of girls or boys you will meet in
the future.”
Couples may change a lot
and may not continue to see
eye to eye as they transition into
adulthood.
“If you’re trying to stay
together, remember you’re not
always physically there to see each
other,” senior Jessica Jackson
said. “Communication is key even
if you’re going to the same college

or end up being a long distance
couple, because, at that point,
[staying in touch] is the only thing
that is sustaining the two.”
Seniors continue to see bad
outcomes of couples starting a
relationship their senior year.
“I don’t think that it’s wise
to start a relationship during
your senior year because it goes
by so quickly,” Jackson said.
“You’re going to be entering
a whole new realm of meeting
new people and having
new experiences and I
don’t think that

you should feel
obligated to tie
yourself down.”
There are many
factors that high school
senior couples have to
consider toward the
end.
“Maybe your girlfriend got into her
dream school, but
you were rejected, or you’re
upset that you and your boyfriend
aren’t applying to any of the same
schools,” states a story entitled,
“Break up before college or stay
together?” on the Huffington
Post. “It’s natural for issues like
these to cause tension in your
relationship.”

NEW ASSISTANT COACH
continued from page 12

During the regular season, he was
brought up to the actual team.
Hopkins had a short but
successful NFL career doing what
all players dream of: winning a
Super Bowl his first and only year
in the NFL!
After that, he spent two more
on the Giants’ practice squad,
then three seasons on the New
York Jets’ practice squad.
Mustangs head football coach
Terry Atkins is thrilled to have the
new addition to the coaching staff.
He has made an impact already
with the team’s recruiting.
“Coach Hopkins has a lot of

college coach connections, especially with Toledo,” he said. “One
of our seniors, Jordan Lay, has
received a preferred walk-on to
Toledo—that’s amazing! Having
someone with NFL experience
on the staff is always a plus. You’ll
be able see the difference on the
field this year; everyone will be
more technically.”
Graduating senior receiver
Jordan Lay is really weighing his
options right now.
“Coach Hopkins brought
Toledo in and they watched us
workout, and, afterwards, the
coach offered me a preferred

HEALTH ED LACKING
continued from page 9

kindergarten to high school—
with students in grades 5-12
to receive 675 instructional
minutes (or fourteen 50-minute
class periods) of sexual health
education.
However, until then,
limited instruction appears to
remain, as several other students say that they have been
denied this vital instruction due
to some course limitations.
“I did not have sex ed
in high school because of
RO[TC],” junior Jaharha Pryor
said. “I had to talk about it
with my parents, and a couple
of us got ‘the talk’ from Ms.
Tucker in seventh grade because of some people.”
Another student had the
opportunity of having a comprehensive sexual education
class prior to transferring.
“I took it at South Shore
International and received
service learning hours for it,”
Jackson said.

Another student was lucky
enough to have it prior to
entering high school,
“I had sex ed in eighth
grade,” sophomore Shaniett
Hayes said. “They taught us
about dental dams, female
condoms, and the three types
of sex.”
One student who had the
class views it as a waste of his
time.
“Sex ed was a pointless
class that we had to take,” senior Stephen Green said. “We
did not learn anything besides
the biological side of sex: parts
of the body, and nothing on
sex or sex organs themselves.”
Green further elaborated
that, as it is taught now, it
forces people “to figure out
sex on their own.”
“I would rather wear a
condom versus getting pregnant and catching an STD, that
is very nasty,” Pryor said. “I do
not want kids.”

walk-on which is basically a roster
spot and the opportunity to come
earn a scholarship,” Lay said.
Hopkins will have a lot to
work with at MP, especially at the
tight end position. There is 6-foot,
3-inch junior Antonio Alsip, who
is a D-I recruit drawing heavy
interest from many programs such
as Northern Illinois, Missouri, and
Indiana universities. The big-body
tight end is also this past season’s
reception leader for the Mustangs.
Another is 6-foot, 5-inch
sophomore Jawon Denton, who
also plays tight end and is another serious college recruit drawing interest from several programs
over the country.
Hopkins is anxious to work
with those guys and knows how
talented they are.
“I haven’t worked them out
yet, but I’ve watched film and I’m
impressed,” he said. “They do a
lot well naturally; we just have to
work on the little things.”

By Lashawn Hamb

H

igh school
relationships going
into college and staying in
those relationships
are possible if both
people in the
couple
allow
themselves to
stay committed to
one another.
Breaking up
before going to college
is not necessary as
long as two people
can consistently stay
in contact with one
another. Having long
distance relationships
aren’t impossible and
they sound pretty cool.
“If it’s a committed relationship, I’m all for it!” senior
Jasmine Bates said, who’s
been in a relationship for four
years and is in a long-distance
relationship. “But both people
have to be equally busy,
because if not, it could cause
problems with having time for
each other. Basically they just
have to try to stay on the same
page and communication is
the biggest thing.”
Not being together or
around each other 24/7 may
not be a bad idea; it gives the
couple time to get away from
each other and they get to learn
more about themselves and
find out who they really are.
Going from high school to
college and being committed
to someone is a big change. It
might not be the easiest route,
but fighting hard together
builds a couple to become
powerful together.
“I feel as though relationships in high school have a big
transition into college,” senior
Tahja Shabazz said, who is in
a fresh relationship. “Relationships are based on consistency; in the beginning, you have
to both work toward wanting
the same thing.”
Relationships sometimes

go through the ruts, and there
where always be disagreements; no two people will
always agree.
In the beginning of a
relationship, everything seems
all happy and stuff, but challenges do eventually come
around.
“I believe that relationships can go on with small
problems, but people in a relationship should always hope
that the good outweigh the
bad,” Shabazz said.
When it comes
to being together,
communication
is key, as long as
problems are worked
out verbally and not
physically, everything
will be fine.
“High school relationships can last going on to
college, as long as things
are 50/50,” senior Marcus
LoVett said.
For young ladies, another
way for your long distance
relationships to last is not
relying on your boyfriend to
always just come and visit you
or expecting him to pay for
things all the time.
For young men, pay
attention to your girlfriend;
do nice things for her as she
should do for you.
“I feel like [relationships]
can work, depending on the
couple’s trust with each other,”
senior Omari Smith said.
A lot of guys tend to
believe that long distance relationships won’t work when it is
completely possible, although
a lot of people do cheat. If
your significant other and you
trust each other enough, then
everything will work out.
“I feel as if it’s a bad idea,
because with long distance, you
wouldn’t know what your mate
is doing or who they are talking
to,” senior Aaron Cook said.
Both young women and
young men can be unfaithful,
and sometimes in college, that’s
when it begins to happen.
“In college, there are
going to be plenty of opportunities to be unfaithful,
but it’s just better to end the
relationship if someone feels
the temptation is too strong
because that’s not fair,” senior
Bobbi McSwine said.

DREAM DATE
continued from page 8

“She’s got to have a real nice
thick shape so her dress can fit
tight…[with a] body like a Coke
bottle,” senior Adrian Dearon
said.
However, there are, of
course, others who want their
prom date to be model-thin.
“She got to be skinny with a
little butt,” senior Nijah Porter said.
Another wants a shapely
dream date.
“My dream prom date has
a big booty, little waist, and nice
lips,” senior Matthew Glass said.
Many people tend to focus
mostly on the physical attributes
for the perfect prom date, but
what about personality? So you

might have this gorgeous date
who is the right height, size, allin-one, but this so-called perfect
person has a horrible attitude.
Your whole prom night would
be ruined; the pictures would
be nice, but it would be hard to
enjoy yourself.
“If my date doesn’t have a
good sense of humor, or doesn’t like
the same music as me, I’m going
to be really bored with him,” senior
Takeisha Freeman said. “I want to
have fun; 10 years from now, I don’t
want to look at my prom pictures
and say ‘I wish I would have went
with someone else.’”
You’re supposed to be with
your prom date the whole night,

even after prom, is over so you’re
going to want to be with someone that can show you a good
time.
“My prom date has to want
to have fun after prom, like go
somewhere we never went before, nothing basic,” Glass said.
The males need to be gentlemen to their dates—that’s a must.
“My date would have to be
real nice and sweet and generous,” Williams said.
At least one prom attendee
claimed that perhaps she’s one of
the lucky ones.
“My prom date is just like my
dream date,” Strickland said. “He
could be a little taller, but it’s okay.”
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This, finally, is going to be Bulls’ year
By Jalisa Brown

“Y

ou think Cleveland’s
cool, I mean, I never
heard anybody say, ‘Oh, I’m going
to Cleveland on vacation,’ what’s so
good about Cleveland?”
Those are the words of Chicago Bulls center Joakim Noah in
a press conference after the NBA
playoffs in 2010.
Ever since the Cleveland
Cavaliers beat the Bulls in that
series, Noah has made it his mission to beat the Cavs in the postseason. With the return of Noah’s
main target, LeBron James, the
Eastern Conference semi-finals
has heated up.
Already Chicago is up 1-0
over Cleveland after Monday’s
99-92 victory, thanks largely to
the D-Rose’s 25 points, many in
Lebron James’ face.
And all of this comes after
they put the league on notice
with the defeat of the MIlwaukee
Bucks by 54 points, winning 12066 in Game 6 of the first round,
the largest margin in NBA history.
And I predict the Bulls will
beat the Cavs in six games.
Why? Because, for one, the
Bulls coach is more prepared
for a NBA-level of intensity. Tom
Thibodeau has been a head
coach in the league for five years,
and an assistant coach for 16
years before coming to da Bulls.
Thibs not only won the most
games in NBA history as a rookie
coach and Coach of the Month

three times, but he has won the
league’s highest honor for a coach
as Coach of The Year in 2010-11.
Thibs also has the attention
and respect of his team, and that
is one of the most important factor in winning a championship.
The Cav head coach David
Blatt is inexperienced in respect to
the NBA playoff lightening speed.
Blatt coached overseas in the
Euroleague, and his team won five
of the last six Israeli League championships. But his credentials are
about as relevant as a Kevin Love’s
second round stat line.
The speed of the Euroleague
cannot compare to that of the NBA,
and we see that in every Euro player
that comes over to (try and) play.
Not only is Blatt used to a
shorter season, he is not used to
the egos that come along with
the NBA.
In the beginning of the season there were reports that Blatt
“couldn’t reach his players” and
didn’t get much respect from them
because of his lack of experience.
We all know how important
coaches and players relationships
are. This could all end like the
2013-14 Orlando Magic when
Dwight Howard apparently tried
to get coach Stan Van Gundy
fired, and it imploded with the
team now fighting to regain some
respect in this league.
Not only do the Bulls have
the better coach, they have the
pure talent it takes to advance to
the Finals, and they have depth

Mustangs play Simeon
in reunion game
By Shaquira Williams

A

t the recent Morgan
Park vs. Simeon
reunion basketball game,
the Wolverines defeated
the Mustangs, 46-44, as the
current pom-pon team and
other spectators were in
attendance at the Ray and
Joan Kroc Center.
The basketball game was
one of the many events that
was hosted during the reunion
weekend. The reunion was for
classes of 1980 through 1989
and was hosted by Class of
’86 alum Sheldon Walker. The
program was filled with lots of
entertainment, with a halftime
performance from MPs current pom-pon team members
and a cheerleading group that
was made up of the children of
alumni. The teams’ lineups were
made up of those who had once
played for the Mustangs and
Wolverines during the 1980s.
The alumni of the ‘80s still
believe in having fun with each
other.
“I haven’t seen some of
my friends in over 15 years,”
Walker said, “but it’s always a
great and fun time when we’re
back together.”
Many of these alumni have
spent many years apart and went
on to do great things in life.
“I’m the associate head
coach for girls basketball at

Fisk University,” Tony Thompson said, Class of ‘86. “That’s
down in Nashville, Tennessee,
but I come to reunions every
chance I get.”
The basketball games
during reunion time are usually
“in-house” games, but this year
something different was tried.
“This rivalry between us
and Simeon has been living forever,” Thompson said. “They’ve
always been great games to
play, such as today’s game.”
Simeon alumni disagreed,
though.
“There’s no rivalry between us and the Mustangs,”
said Jarron Foster from
Simeon’s Class of ‘88. “We
used Morgan Park as tune-up
games.”
The game was a well-organized event that others can’t
wait to partake in for when
they become alumni.
“The game was a great
experience,” pom team
captain Diamonie McCrimmon
said, “like the crowd was full
of energy and it was just lots
of fun. Makes me wonder how
my class alumni events will be
in the future.”
The basketball game was
an event to remember.
“I’ll be back to host more
events,” Walker said. “Hopefully, more current MP students
can come out and see what
real fun is.”

like no other team in NBA.
The Bulls currently have four
active players averaging double
digits in scoring, as opposed to
the Cavs two players.
They have so many weapons
that can shoot and make their
own plays that the floor will be
stretched till a point the Cavs will
not be able to guard them.
The Bulls can score better
than they have in the last three
seasons, averaging around 101
points per game up from 93.5.
With a healthy team, the
Bulls have many things other
teams in the playoffs don’t. They
have the best passing big man in
center Joakim Noah, and a point
guard with three gears and who
can also shoot: Derrick Rose, who,
by the way, is very rested.
With the amazing passing
game of the Bulls and players actually making shots, the floor will be
stretched, and any double team that
come the Bulls way will end tragically for them in a wide-open shot.
Chicago can also take advantage of the paint, and use that
as a source of offense since the
Cavs don’t have anyone to guard
forward Pau Gasol, who has been
playing like a monster this season
averaging a double-double.
The Bulls bench has always
been amazing, but this season is the
best since the 2010-2011 season.
Euroleague star NIkola
Mirotic has made a name for
himself with some well needed
offense off the bench, although
it took some getting used to. He
can shoot the three ball, he has a
stop-and-pop game, and he can
take you in the paint on occasion.
Along with MIrotic, the Bulls

have Taj Gibson and Tony Snell
who are amazing defensive players and can score.
Then there are the two backup
point guards in Aaron Brooks and
Kirk HInrich who can put up points
and keep the team’s energy up.
Chicago has what it take to
win this series if they play with
confidence and defend the paint.
They have to manage their turnovers because this team will turn
each one into a highlight.
And they have to stop complaining to the refs. The refs are
letting the game get a little physical, okay. It’s playoff basketball;
shake it off and get to the other
end and play defense.
With the injury to the Cavs’
Love, the two-game suspension of guard J.R Smith, and the
friction between the teams, the
Cavs simply don’t have enough to
disarm the hungry Bulls.
ESPN sports analyst from
the show “His & Hers,” Michael

Smith, thinks “The Bulls have way
too many weapons,” and when
the Bulls are “ focused” and
“ready to handle their business,”
its hard for teams to beat them.
His co-star Jemele Hill agreed.
Although, six out of seven
basketball analysts will pick the
Bulls to the win the series, the
Irvin boys are not convinced.
NBA sports agent Byron
Irvin and brother head basketball
coach Nick Irvin believe that the
Cavs are going to win because of
the return of King James and the
fact that Bulls are 3-12 to teams
with him on the roster.
But not this time. The Bulls
are more than prepared to win
this series and move on to the
finals for the title.
They are so confident they will
come out victorious that Noah is
now “excited to go to Cleveland”
even though he thinks it “depressing” and he will get booed every
time he touches the court.

It’s been five long years since the Miami Heat has not
been the Eastern Conference representative in the NBA
Finals, but, yes, fans will still get to see King James in the
big game.
Sorry, Bulls fans (as usual), but Lebron, now with the
Cleveland Cavaliers, will stand in their way to the NBA trophy.
Even though Cavs’ Kevin Love is out, we all know it’s all
about Lebron. Cleveland in 7.

GIRLS SOFTBALL
continued from page 12

career in teaching at the end of
the school year.
“My circumstances changed,
which is why I am no longer able
to coach because they won’t
allow me to,” Adduci said. “I am
very happy to know who [replaced] me.”
The new coaches are former
parent volunteer Larry Strong Jr.
and U.S. history teacher Alvin
James.
“I have been volunteering for
the team since my other daughter
was a freshman on the team so
for about six years,” Strong said,
referring to daughter Larie (Full
disclosure: both Larie and Nia
Strong are members of the softball team). “Once I heard about
Mudron not being able to coach,
I decided that I couldn’t give up
on the girls, so I went and got my
coaching certification.”

The girls have also sought to
adjust to the loss of senior and
former leading pitcher Tiarra Williams, as she fractured her tibia
during pre-season and will be out
for the remainder of the year.
“I feel terrible,” Wilkins said.
“I just hate being in this condition. I wanted to be a part of
the team’s reconstruction of new
coaches and getting better. I was
also hoping to have better offensive and defensive game.”
Losing a player for six to
eight weeks, senior utility player
Nia Johnson and junior center
fielder and pitcher Kendall Edison
have taken over the pitching
position.
Along with being the center
fielder junior Kendall Edison is
also the co-pitcher to the Lady
Mustangs team.
“As one of the pitchers, my

main goal is to get better accuracy and speed,” Edison said. “I
want to be able to compete with
the other teams when it’s time for
the playoffs.”
With an upsetting record of
1-6 (but it’s one more than last
season!) the Lady Mustangs are
currently in sixth place, clinging to
the last spot in the playoff rounds,
they are hoping with the last few
games that they have they can
produce a couple of wins and be
competitive in the Public League
playoffs.
“We can do whatever we
put our minds to,” junior Jainelle
Withers said. “We saw this in the
one game we won, and the game
we battled in against Chicago
Ag. All we have to do is keep our
minds focused on the positives
and forget all about the negatives.”

Christian Cooper, but I am lacking
a deep goalie.”
Unfortunately, this may be
the final season for the coach, as
demands upon him continue to
increase.
“Hopefully, this is it for
me,”Winston said. “I need to
focus on my career and my four
daughters at home. Coaching is

very time-consuming.”
The boys are headed to city
playoffs where they will face some
of the best water polo teams in
the city of Chicago.
“The team has done very
well,” former captain Kerry Jones
said. “They are a great team and
I miss them, but I will wish them
luck in the tourney.”

WATER POLO

continued from page 12

it’s special, or even think that the
players are inexperienced. But with
the way practices are held and the
amount of work put in by the players, the coach thinks otherwise.
“I don’t see much of a difference in my boys from any other
polo team,” Winston said. “Every
year I have that one dominant
whole player. This time around it’s
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Baseball on pace
to repeat city title

Junior outfielder Thalame Byrd beats the throw and slides into third in the Mustangs late
April game against Jones College Prep. After leading 6-2 at the end of the third inning, the
Mustangs (16-7) held on to win 7-6. (Photo by Nia Johnson)
By Larie Strong and Nia Johnson

T

he defending Public League champion
Mustangs varsity baseball team are off
to a great start with a 16-7 overall record (as of
Sunday) and a 5-3 record in the Jackie Robinson
Conference as they continue the goal to repeat
the title victory.
With 16 more games left until the playoffs,
the boys Varsity baseball team is defeating their
opponents one-by-one to keep their title.
According to head coach Ernest Radcliffe,
“Jonathan Hodo, Dentrell Lucas, Christian
Bullock, Jarrin Norman, Jimmy Ambrose, Darius
Hill, Jameil Brown, Michael Hawthorn, Tyler Hill,
Duane Campbell, Joey Perez, Tholeme Byrd,
and Murrell Martian,” are the squad to beat.”
With the confidence high for the team to take
city, and possibly a state title, Coach Radcliffe and
his captains expect nothing but excellence.
“We’re the best team in the city, and everybody knows this,” junior captain and two-year
University of Michigan-commit Christian Bullock
said. “If we play Morgan Park baseball like I know
we can, I am very confident that we will obtain our

main goals of city and state champs.”
Radcliffe named Jonathan Hodo, Christian
Bullock, Dentrell Lucas, Joshua Shaw, and Duane
Campbell as his captains for this years team.
“As a captain, my duties are to make sure
everybody is relaxed and ready to go,” senior
captain and Albany State University baseballcommit Jonathan Hodo said. “It’s a must that
I’m vocal and always communicating with my
team. I have to set an example, always be on
my game, and be a leader on-and-off the field
inside the classroom.”
Expecting to improve every game and
make sure that their pitching is in the right perspective before the playoffs start, the Mustangs
plan to tighten up their mental game and their
offensive and defensive fundamentals.
“[From a players perspective] outside of my
captain duties, I plan on contributing my skills
of team baseball and executing routine plans
the way I know how,” captain and Ball State
University-commit Duane Campbell said. “If
we all play like we know how, I’m 100 percent
sure that we will take over everything this year,
because this year’s team is definitely capable of
making these things happen.”

Change is theme for girls softball

Mustang Jainelle Withers about to haul in a fly ball for the second out in a home game against
the Chicago Agricultural Science Cyclones last month.
By Nia Johnson
and Larie Strong

T

he girls softball team
continues to adjust to
the new coaching staff, losing key
players, and position changes as
the season continues.

International Baccalaureate
coordinator Morgan Mudron and
Social Studies Teacher James Adduci are no longer be the active
coaches for the girls softball team
this season, but two new coaches
are filling their spots.
“After ten years of coaching
I decided not to coach this year,

because I had a baby,” Mudron
said. “It was really a tough decision, because, as my girls know,
they’re my ‘babies’ too.”
Coach Adduci, on the other
hand, is winding down his long

Please turn to page 11 for
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Water polo hopes to
make splash in playoffs
By Brittani Shade

W

ater polo. Yea, it’s a
sport at MP that few,
sadly, are aware of.
For years upon years, the
Mustang boys have dominated in
almost every high school sport.
The more popular sports, football, basketball, and baseball, get
far more recognition than water
polo, but these boys have worked
hard to try and get that recognition they deserve.
“I didn’t know how to play
water polo at first,”sophomore
Pierre Lake said, “but I grew to
love the game.”
The boys finished their regular
season 13-4. That hard work and
dedication paid off in the deep.
“It was a very good season for us,” head coach Gerald
Winston said. “Two losses were
controversial, in my opinion: Lind-

blom and Mather.”
The boys have played against
elite school teams like Jones
College Prep and Bradley, leaving
them with not only a bad loss, but
experiences to learn from.
“I guess since we are seeded
sixth for the tourney, we are six out
of 27 teams,”Winston said. “We are
the highest-ranked black team.”
The loss of their former captain, Kerry Jones, didn’t stop them
from doing what they do best.
“I had no problem with Kerry
leaving,” Winston said. “I respect
him for knowing he didn’t want
to play and just saying it. Plus, we
have enough players to step up and
fill his leadership void. The game
doesn’t stop for just one person.”
With the team being one of
the very few all African American
teams, some would think that

Please turn to page 11 for
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Super Bowl winner
joins Mustang
football staff

New football assistant coach Christian Hopkins (left) who
once was a member of the NFL’s New York Giants (right).
By William James
and Jeremiah Johnson

T

he varsity Mustangs
football team appears
to be determined to do
whatever they can to win, and
have already begun to prepare
for next season’s campaign by
adding an offensive line and
tight end coach who has a
Super Bowl ring.
The new addition to the
football coaching staff is Christian Hopkins, who was signed
as a rookie free agent by the
NFL’s New York Giants in 2011,
during the season the team
beat the New England Patriots
in Super Bowl XLVI.
The former tight end is
excited about working with the
Mustangs.
“I’m happy to be here at
Morgan Park, and I’m going
to do my best to pass on the
knowledge I acquired playing
in the NFL and Division I football, as well as my attitude to
this year’s team,” Hopkins said.
“All I wanted to do was win.”
In his senior year at Toledo

University, he graduated with
All-College football honors, First
Team All-American, First-Team
All-MAC, and was sixth in the
MAC in receptions (4.5 per
game) with 54 catches--the most
ever by a UT tight end--shattering the previous mark of 44, and
was ranked in the top 20 TE in
the country, and was recorded in
the top 20 at his position entering the NFL draft in ‘11.
Coach Hopkins, 30, has
local roots, graduating from
Hyde Park High School.
“I graduated [while] ranked
the best tight end in Chicago,”
he said.
Hopkins went on to play
football on a full ride for football at Toledo.
Although Hopkins didn’t
get to walk across the stage
and hear his name called on
Draft Day, he did spark interest
from many NFL teams and was
invited to several preseason
camp tryouts. He made the
Giants practice squad in 2008.

Please turn to page 10 for

NEW ASSISTANT
COACH

