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Earlier school start time
appears to be a success
MP opts for
7:30 a.m.
start for
safety
By Kiara Mason
and Kamari Moore

C

hicago Public Schools
(CPS) officials moved
forward on a plan to have
schools—mainly high schools—
change their bell schedules to a 9
a.m. time slot, arguing that they
would save millions of dollars
on transportation fees and the
number of bus routes would be
reduced, but MP parents, teachers, and administrators persuaded
the board to allow a 7:30 a.m.
start time.
“Facing a critical budget
deficit, Chicago Public Schools
(CPS)...announced that 82 high
schools and elementary schools
will change their bell schedules
for the 2015-16 School Year (SY

15-16), part of a District-wide
streamlining of transportation
services that is expected to save
CPS $13.5 million next year,” according to a June 30, 2015 CPS
press release.
MP was initially selected to
have a 9 a.m. start time, mainly
due to the 7th and 8th grade
students’ use of school buses, but
thanks to pressure from parents,
teachers, community members,
alumni, and the principal, Dr.
Carolyn Epps, the current 7:30
a.m. first period start was finalized.
Local School Council (LSC)
President Carisa Parker spearheaded the task of convincing
district officials that an early start
time would benefit students more
than the later time.
“Our main concern was the
safety of students with a later
start, and thereby later dismissal
time, students would be walking
home or taking public transpor-

Please turn to page 5 for

EARLY START
TO SCHOOL DAY

Most high schools get
same or later start/end time

Of the 82 schools that were selected by Chicago Public Schools to have a new start and end
time, 60 were high schools (73 percent). And of those, only eight opted for an earlier time:
Back of the Yards (7:30 a.m.), Goode Academy (7:30 a.m.), Kelly (7:30 a.m.), MORGAN PARK
(7:30 a.m.), Bronzeville (7:45 a.m.), Carver (7:45 a.m.), North Grand High (7:45 a.m.), and Orr
(7:45 a.m.). Most (30) were able to keep the same time that they had in 2014-2015, while 22
high schools (36 percent) hit their
snooze button to the latest time of 9 a.m.

Drop in enrollment
delivers painful cuts
Table 1

C

hicago Public Schools
(CPS) officials announced last week that a new
round of school-level budget cuts would be leveled at
schools—including Morgan
Park—where student enrollment dropped from initial
enrollment expectations, leading schools to layoff teachers
and increase class size.
Budget adjustments
were made, according to CPS,
because enrollment in the
district fell by more than 6,000
students this year, compared
to last. This has resulted in
262 out of more than 500 city
schools having their operating
budget reduced just under five

7:30 a.m.

4

7:45 a.m.

11

8:00 a.m.

21

weeks into the school year, adding
8:15 a.m.
1
an unneeded disruption to the
8:30 a.m.
1
educational environment for many.
0
The principal, Dr. Carolyn8:45 a.m.
Epps, delivered the painful news
9:00 a.m.
22
in an email to teachers late last
students than expected. This
week, informing them of the
10-day CPS adjustment led to
changes that began on Monday.
the immediate loss of $381,052
“This financial crisis will
from the school budget, adding
now have a devastating effect on
that and additional $20,154 will
Morgan Park,” Dr. Epps states
be deducted from discretionary
in the message. “Consequently,
funds on the 20th day.
some very painful decisions will
The administration was
have to be made.”
working to find ways to deflect
The principal provided
the cuts hitting the classroom
specific details for the budget
as much as possible, according
crunch, including that although
to the principal, but as late as
the school was projected to have
Saturday, it wasn’t clear if teacher
1,505 students, enrollment now
layoffs could be avoided.
stands at 1,430, or 75 fewer
Other changes that were

fi-

initiated,
though, include
that department chairpersons would have a full load
of five classes, and that no teachers would have an overtime sixth
class. These changes alone led
to various teacher and student
program changes, pushing some
academic classes to have upwards
of 40 students.
Also, students will not receive school identification cards
until class programs have been

nalized,
and
that
likely
won’t
happen for
another two
weeks.
In closing
her message, the
principal lamented,
“This will be a challenging
year for all of us.”
MP, though, won’t
have it as bad as some other
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BAND NEWS
The Marching Band
performed with notoriety in
the Chicago Football Classic,
on Saturday, Sept. 26, as they
were selected to march Mayor
Rahm Emanuel onto Soldier
Field before the game between
the Morgan State Bears and the
Howard Bisons.
Before the school year
began, parents and band director Shemeka Nash organized
and promoted the rummage sale
held in late August. Spaces were
sold to Morgan Park/Beverly
residents at $15 per space. There
were 19 vendors.
Band students played instruments and helped to setup the
parking lot.
The fundraiser proceeds will
go toward their performance at
the Southern Heritage Classic
in Memphis, Tennessee (Sept.
11 - 13).

STUDENT ORGANIZATION NEWS
The Demoiselle 2 Femme,
NFP FEMME 2 STEM
Program in partnership with
After School Matters and the
University of Chicago - MAPSCorps completed their six-week
program focused on Urban
Community Mapping & Data
Collection.
The nine-member team of
girls shared their research findings with their peers, families,
and community members on
August 12, 2015, at the University of Chicago MAPSCorps
Scientific Symposium.

Mayor Rahm Emanuel poses with the Marching Band in the
lower level of Soldier Field just before the group led him onto
the field for the Chicago Football Classic late last month. (Photo
courtesy of Shemeka Nash)
Through this collaboration,
the participants learned how science can service the community.
Representatives from the fields of
medicine, science, research, social
services, and more came to speak

and listen to the data presented
by the students. To learn more
about Demoiselle to Femme,
NFP and their Femme 2 STEM
program visit www. Demoiselle2femme.org.

Former teacher,
now assistant principal
Assistant Principal

the past two years, CPS has
not reduced schools’ funding
when their enrollment fell
short of projections, but this
year budgetary constraints
mean that the district can no
longer afford to hold those
schools harmless.”
CPS said 10 schools saw a
loss in funding of $500,000 or
more, while 116 lost between
$100,000 and $500,000,
DNAinfo said. Only two
schools gained more than
$500,000, while 88 gained between $100,000 and $500,000.
In fact, Kelly High
School (population: 2,000)
in Brighton Park rose by 101
students, collected the second
largest budget increase in the
district at $1,293,138.
Worse yet, more disruptions and cuts may be in store
in the near future. Contract
talks between the Chicago
Teachers Union and the Board
of Education have stalled,
leaving the door open for a
potential strike later this year,
while CPS’s balanced budget is
based on $480 million in state
funding that currently has not
been approved by lawmakers.

BRYANT

CPS schools, as reported by
DNAinfo.com, a local online
news provider.
The school who was hit
the hardest above all was Foreman High School in Portage
Park, getting clobbered to the
tune of $1,322,693, losing 144
kids from its initial projection.
According to CPS, the school
has a total population of 1,055.
Manley High School in
East Garfield Park will lost
$1,081,786 after falling 89
kids short of projections. Their
population is 252.
Even though more than
half of the schools will suffer a funding loss and likely
last-minute personnel layoffs,
CPS’s Sept. 25 press release on
the news had a more even tone.
“Chicago Public Schools
today took the next step in its
school budgeting process, providing principals with adjusted
school budgets to reflect their
actual enrollment, resulting in
increased funding for schools
that had more students than
projected and decreased funding for schools with fewer
students than projected,” the
district statement reads. “In

Rochelle

Continued from page 1

By Jaharha Pryor

T

he first month of the
school year has brought
many changes to Morgan Park: 14
new teachers, a new school-wide
curriculum grading change, and
a new start time are only a few of
the changes we’ve seen so far.
But another recent addition
is that of the hiring of new assistant principal Rochelle Bryant;
however, she’s no stranger to the
school, as she previously taught
science here from 2005 to 2007.
Although Bryant says she
is personable, people shouldn’t
make the mistake and perceive it

as a weakness.
“I want to be welcoming, but
at the same time I do want everyone to know that I am about
business, too,” she said. “Education is extremely important. I
value the education that I have,
and I want to make sure that students also value their education.”
In addition to being the
assistant principal, Bryant has an
active role in other departments
of the school.
“Right now, my duty is to
work with the math and science
departments, and I work with the
attendance office right now,” the
assistant principal said.
A Spelman College and
Mercer University graduate, Bryant started her career in Stone
Mountain, Georgia.
“I taught [9th, 10th], and
some 11th graders biology,
chemistry, and also physical
science,” Bryant said. “I did that
for about nine years, and then I
moved back to Chicago, and I
started working at Morgan Park

in 2005.”
She also has an extended
history with Chicago public
schools.
“I started to work for the
Chicago New Teacher Center
where I was mentoring new
teachers…[as] an induction
coach,” Bryant said. “I worked

Please turn to page 6 for
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EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to
the editor. All letters must have a name
and division number. We reserve the right
to edit all letters for mechanics, length, and
content. Please submit responses with
name and division to Mr. Majeske or any
member of the newspaper, or to
KEMajeske@cps.edu.
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‘Mind shift’ required
to understand new style
of grading students
By Shamia Charles
and Thalame Byrd

T

he administration
has implemented a
new style of grading for the
2015-2016 school year, since
the school is an International
Baccalaureate (IB) institution and must abide by their
standards-based grading
system.
Instead of the traditional
0-100 point and/or percentage style of grading student
work, a 1-8 “level of achievement” is reached according to
each of four “criterion.” A zero
is assessed only if a student
turns in literally nothing for a
given task or assessment, both

formative (practice, skill-building
tasks) and summative (like projects, research papers).
Traditional grading and the
laser-like focus students have on
grades themselves, rather than
the process of genuine learning,
are a more meaningful way to
judge students, according to IB
coordinator Timothy Gronholm.
“Much like the real world,
students are assessed by what he
or she can do at a given point in
time,” he said. “IB grading lets
a student show what they can
do now, not an average of what
they’ve done in the past.”
There have been many questions to be answered by both
teachers and students concerning
the purpose of the new system,

how they felt about the change,
and if they think it is best for the
school. According to the teachers, the idea of changing the
grading system is because the
school should start acting like an
IB school since it is one.
“We are an all IB school, so
we definitely want to make sure
that we’re doing things the IB
way,” Theory of Learning (TOK)
teacher Ryan Berba said.
Other teachers also believe
this is a good change, like Alvin
James, another TOK teacher.
“I think it’s actually good for
our students for a couple of reasons,” James said. “One, it’s helpful for students [who are] going
to be assisted not by us, but by
IB examiners that don’t even live

in the country. I saw a set of
essays when I did them; some
kids had essays that were
graded by people in Europe
and Africa and Asia—these
essays went everywhere. What
they all have in common is
understanding what the IB
criteria is and understanding what the scores are. The
understanding of what their
grades or scores actually are
I think are important for our
students.”
The word “mind-shift” is
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wall-to-wall International Baccalaureate Programme.
“Being a new teacher, I don’t
mind new things being thrown
at me,” Seggerson said. “It makes
sense to me because it makes it
seems like learning is the goal
and not just the grade.”
Although some studies
show that teaching is slipping as
a chosen career field, Seggerson
likes it.
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Morgan Park students.”
Seggerson attended a
Catholic high school in Ohio
and graduated from Loyola
University.
Budget cuts at her old
school, Harper High School in
Englewood, and the fact that she
loves neighborhood schools is
what brought her here she said.
She favors the ongoing
changes to MP, especially the
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A new counselor is also being sought after Academic Center coordinator Kevin Tate left to
become an assistant principal at
Harlan High School.
Assistant Principal Gail
Tennial is really confident with
the new teachers hired.
“They are new, but many of
them are exceptional teachers,”
she said, “and we feel confident
that this year they’ll help us
move student achievement.”
Social Science teacher Nell
Seggerson is enjoying her new
school.
“I really like it so much,”
Seggerson said. “I have six classes
a day I teach 7th graders,9th and
11th graders. I get a range of the

JANKOVICH

Michael

BERGER

ARTHUR

Christina

After a series of
retirements and sudden departures, 14
new staff members
were hired to
fill the various
vacant roles.

REYNOLDS

chool officials hired 13
new teachers and other
staff to fill various vacancies for
the 2015-16 school year.
Since June, a number
of school personnel either
transferred to
other schools,
retired, or simply left teaching.
International
Baccalaureate coordinator Adriane
Hanes
is now a counselor at Gwendolyn
Brooks College Preparatory and
social sciences teacher Kevin
Homan appears to have left Chicago Public Schools (CPS).
English teachers William
Colson and Doris Hinton, and
social science teacher James
Aducci retired after long careers.
So far, a total of 14 new
teachers have been added to
the staff: four English teachers
(Nicole Franklin, Devin Jankovich, Allison Thomas, and Vera
Williams), a world language
teacher (Christina Arthur), two
physical education teachers
(Michael Berger and Maureen
Mulchrone), one computer science teacher (Latanya McSwine),
a fine arts teacher (Matt Kerr),
three social science teachers
(Howard Fishbein, Nell Seggerson, Tyler Variano), one math
teacher ( Jonte Reynolds), and
one special education teacher
( John O’Connell).

Jonte

S

World Language

By Dashaniqua Bond,
Kaila Boyd,
and Jaharha Pryor
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“I think teaching is a really
fun career, because you are constantly learning new things and
meeting new people,” she said. “I
believe it’s one of the more exciting careers if you make it that
way. For me, personally, I love
working with young people.”
Computer science teacher
Latoya McSwine also enjoys
working at Morgan Park.
“Morgan Park has a great
reputation,” she said. “I know
Morgan Park, both as a professional and a parent. I have three
children who went through
Morgan Park—one just recently
graduated in June—and they’ve
always received great academic
support and they love the school
and so it’s contagious because I
[also] love the school.”
Morgan Park is kind of like
home to McSwine.
“I did my student teaching
here when I first decided to go
into teaching,” she said. “I worked
with Mr. Genell. I’ve always had
great admiration and respect for
Morgan Park, so I’m glad to be
what I consider back home.”
World studies teacher Howard Fishbine has been teaching
for 20 years, but has been teaching in CPS for about 14 years.
U.S. history teacher Tyler
Variano graduated from Illinois
State University and is new to
teaching.
“I did my student teaching
at Peoria High School, and last
year I worked as a substitute for
CPS,” he said. “so for the first
half of the year I kind of bounced
around all over, and the second
half of the year I substituted at

Please turn to page 5 for

NEW STAFF
MEMBERS

04

O c t o b e r

2 0 1 5

SCHOOL NEWS
EMPEHI News

Graduation date set--for now
By Dominique Young
and Carrian Bell

M

any seniors are upset
about the senior graduation date being pushed back to
one of the latest dates in recent
memory, mainly because Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) had a later
start date this year.
For the Class of 2016, the
graduation date for MP students
is Saturday, June 18, 2016. This
is due to two reasons: first, the
school year started late. The
district’s first day of school is the
day after the Labor Day holiday,
which fell late this year on Monday, September 7.
The principal acknowledged
this fact as to why this date was
selected.
“The CPS calendar this year
is longer and CPS let’s us know
the earliest date for a graduation,
and CPS requires students to be
in school for a 180 days,” Principal Dr. Carolyn Epps said.
And that leads to the second
reason: CPS mandates that high
school graduation ceremonies,
district-wide, cannot be held
prior to June 13, 2016, according
to the Notes section of the latest

2015-2016 CPS Calendar, dated
November 19, 2014. The school
year ends for all students shortly
afterward on the following Tuesday, June 21.
June 18 is the first Saturday
after the CPS ceremony stipulation.
However, Monday, June 13
was also considered, according
to Senior Class sponsor Katrina
Richard.
“It was, especially because in
the past it has been considered,”
she said. “So, in the past that has
been an option, but parents of
[senior] students did not want
that option because of graduation
celebrations that they wanted to
have on a Saturday.”
In fact, last year, there was a
great deal of confusion regarding
the Class of 2015’s graduation
date, thanks to a September 11,
2014 revision of the system-wide
calendar, which mandated high
schools to hold ceremonies for
the Class of 2015 no earlier than
Monday, June 8, 2015. This threw
the already-scheduled Saturday,
June 6, 2015 ceremony into question.
It was then decided to hold
the ceremony on the first day

Graduates celebrate at the end of last year’s ceremony, held Saturday, June 6, 2015 at the House
of Hope. (EMPEHI News archive)

possible, which was a Monday.
And, to accommodate working
parents and guests, an evening
event was planned.
But some vocal parents contacted CPS officials, urging them
to modify the new date.

“Parents made their concerns known and dissatisfaction
known, as well as Morgan Park
letting downtown know that it
wasn’t fair, that we had already
reserved the venue a year in
advance, and they got CPS to

change it back to the original
day,” teacher and Senior Class
sponsor Katrina Richard said,

Please turn to page 6 for
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CRITERION GRADING EXPLAINED
Continued from page 3
often being used by teachers and
administrators, suggesting that
this way of grading will require
a completely different way of

understanding the purpose of
a grade. Students and teachers
aren’t to simply think of a final
grade as the sole purpose of

An assessment is
given which contains
a task and associated
assessment criteria
to assess mastery of
the MYP criteria (1-8).

But what’s my grade?!
Every five weeks, the
MYP Grade is then
converted to a CPS
letter grade to
be entered on
IMPACT. This
will be the
only grade on
IMPACT.

For the progress report grade,
each teacher will use ManageBac to generate the sum
from the four criteria (for both
the formative and summative
assessment
catetories) used
to determine
an MYP Grade
based on the
IB MYP Grade
Boundaries. The students’ formative and summative assessment scores are used to derive
an overall level of achievement.

coursework, but how well students are achieving mastery and
genuine achievement.
This becomes even more

The teacher judges the assignment
and students receive feedback based
on the assessment criteria.

Process is repeated
throughout the
semester for both
formative and summative assessments, so that
all four criteria (A-D) in every
subject are covered.

At the end of each quarter, students are
graded at a given point in time based on
their most recent progress. These scores
across the four criteria are then added up to
a score #/32 (each criteria has value up to 8,
so multiplied by the 4 different criteria = 32)

clear (or murky, depending on
your perspective) when logging
into the new online source for
teacher unit plans, calendars,
homework, tasks, and assessments (once called grades).
ManageBac, now used
by MP, “is the world’s only IB
software designed for planning,
assessment and reporting in the
IB continuum,” according to
their website.
It is here where tasks (assignments, tests, projects, etc.)
are listed and described, as they
relate to the instructional unit,
and assessed (graded) according to one or more of the four
criterion. In English, according
to the Middle Years Programme
(MYP) course of study (which
most English classes fall under,
with the exception of Diploma
Programme classes), the four
criterion for Language and Literature are Analyzing, Organizing, Producing Text, and Using
Language (See IBMYP chart for
example). It’s here that the 1-8
scale of achievement is used.
Also, for all those students
who have already logged in to
check their status in a given
course, don’t panic when you see
a green “F” next to a task; this
simply means it is a formative assessment. Similarly, an “S” appears
next to summative assessments.
Yes, a mind shift appears to
be a requirement for understanding the IB way of grading.
Teachers also expressed different concerns; for example, how
difficult change can be.

Grade
Conversion
Chart
MYP
Grade
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

Equals
100%
90%
80%
75%
70%
65%
55%
0

CPS
Grade
A
A
B
C
C
D
F
F

“Any change is always rough
in the beginning, but, overall,
long-term, I think it’s better for
the kids, which I’m alright with,”
Berba said.
One student believes this
new grading system will actually
improve his grades.
“This will affect my grading
in a good way, I hope,” senior
Christian Bullock said. “With a
new grading system, it’s going to
be very new to me, but I think
I could adjust to it this school
year.”
Another student believes
there really won’t be a difference
in his grades, as long as he does
his best.
“It should all be the same as
long as I’m doing my work,” senior Jalen Mapp said, “it should
all fall in place.”
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Theater Club to increase performances, opportunities
By Star Bolden

W

ith the help of the
new partnership with
Ensemble Performing Arts, the
school year is shaping up to be a
jam-packed season of theatrical
performances from the recentlyresurrected Theatre Club, led by
those who landed a position in
the club through auditions.

Following in the footsteps of
last year’s revival of the Theatre
Club—after a nearly a decadelong hiatus—the performance
group has the potential to be just
as good, if not better, than the last.
The season opening event,
entitled “Our Lives Matter,” is
slated to take place on Tuesday,
November 17.
With the additional musi-

cal resources, more shows are
expected to follow: on December
16, there will be a holiday show.
Following that, on February
18-20, the Black History Collection will be orchestrated. Lastly,
a Senior Showcase is planned in
May alongside the Theater Club’s
performance at the Black Ensemble Theater (4450 North Clark
Street); dates of these events have

not been finalized yet.
Some performances will be
made possible by a partnership
with the Black Ensemble Theater,
“a vibrant nationally and internationally renowned arts institution” as told by their website.
The Chicago organization
will provide an instruction artist
for acting classes and writing
workshops, vocal coaching, live

music/band training, workshops
with musical director Robert
Reddrick, technical training
and support (lights/sound), and
students will also have the op-

Please turn to page 7 for
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EARLY START TO SCHOOL DAY
Continued from page 1
tation in the dark,” Parker responded in an email. “Given the
current, tragic, violence plaguing Chicago, we felt that a later
start time would be negligent.
I also urged Mr. Osland [then,
Executive Director, Transportation Chicago Public Schools]
to consider the number of after
school extra-curricular and sports
teams and clubs at Morgan Park.
Those students would be leaving
the building even later.”
According to Parker, Osland
responded by saying that there
are significant benefits to a later
start time.
“Mr. Osland went on to tell
me about some study that shows
that teens needed more sleep and
later start times would help them
be more rested,” Parker wrote.
“Then he suggested that our
sports and extra curricular clubs
have practice a couple of hours
before school started. I questioned the validity of the claim
that later start times were in part

due to a study that encouraged
with a start time that would have cern was student safety if we got
more sleep.”
been 90 minutes later than the
out at 4:15 [p.m.], and because
After a “lively discussion,”
current 7:30 a.m., few realize that many of our students walk or
Osland was persuaded to a
it would also mean getting out
take the bus, in the winter, it
change, but said he could only
later: 4:15 p.m., or 90 minutes
will be dark at that time,” Dr.
accommodate a 7:30 a.m. or 9
later than the 2:45 p.m. time, to
Epps said. “And I was greatly
a.m. start, as there were no other
be exact.
concerned that something tragic
options, according
would happen if our
to Parker.
students did not leave
Then [Osland] suggested that our
The need for
school until that time.
new start times
In addition to that,
sports and extra curricular clubs
was strictly finanextracurricular activihave practice a couple of hours before
cial, according to
school started. I questioned the valid- ties and night school
reports.
would most likely not
ity of the claim that later start times
“The district
end until 8 [p.m.] each
were in part due to a study that ensaid the changes
evening which would
couraged more sleep.
stem from an analput our students in
ysis that concluded
further jeopardy.”
CPS transportaSome teachers
--Local School Council President
tion costs were
are
very
happy that
Carissa Parker
higher than those
the school was able to
of other large school systems
And as the daylight hours
secure the early start time over
because, without staggered bell
grow ever shorter as fall and win- the alternative.
times, CPS ran more buses and
ter draw near, such a late end“Nine o’clock sucks, nine
fewer routes,” a Chicago Tribune
of-day bell schedule would have
sucks bad,” social science teacher
story dated July 30 states.
posed a real problem, according
Alvin James said, “and the reason
Although some may say that to the principal.
why is because it lengthens the
they would have been happier
“Because my greatest conday. We’re a school that has a

“

”

Most high schools opt for 9 a.m. bell-and later end to the school day
O

f the 82 schools--60
being high schools-that were selected by Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) to have
a new start and end time, 48
schools changed from their
previous times, while 34
reverted to their 2014-2015
times.
And of the high schools
that changed, only eight opted for an earlier time: Back

of the Yards (7:30 a.m.), Goode
Academy (7:30 a.m.), Kelly (7:30
a.m.), MORGAN PARK (7:30
a.m.), Bronzeville (7:45 a.m.),
Carver (7:45 a.m.), North Grand
High (7:45 a.m.), and Orr (7:45
a.m.).
Most (30) were able to keep
the same time that they had in
2014-2015 (mainly 7:45 a.m. or
8 a.m.), while 22 high schools
(36 percent) hit their snooze but-

ton to the latest time of 9 a.m.
Back in July, when the board
initially presented the changes,
it was claimed that it was so that
the district would save $9 million
in savings by reducing the number of bus routes each day. But
now, with the reduced number
of time changes, the board said
that there may only be $5 million
saved by the moves.
However, the with late start

time comes a late end-of-day,
as the number of instructional
minutes must remain the
same.
Nearly all of the schools
that have a 9 a.m. first period
bell end their day at 4:15
p.m. One school, however,
end the day at 4:30 p.m.: Little Black Pearl High School,
a charter school serving 151
students.

START LATER, END LATER. When schools opted for the later start to the beginning of the day, they consequently opted for
the later end of the day. Most schools with the 9:00 a.m. start, end the day at 4:15 p.m. The school with the latest end of
day is Little Black Pearl Academy High School, where the final bell rings at 4:30 p.m.--an hour and 45 minutes later than MP.
SOURCE: CPS.EDU.

High School
Brooks College Prep
Gage Park HS
Hyde Park Academy
Julian HS
Little Black Pearl HS
MORGAN PARK HS
Schurz HS
Simeon HS

2014-15
Start
8:00 a.m.
7:45 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
7:45 a.m.
7:45 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

Proposed
Start
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.

Final
Start
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
8:00 a.m.
9:00 a.m.
7:30 a.m.
7:45 a.m.
8:00 a.m.

Final
End
3:30 p.m.
4:15 p.m.
4:15 p.m.
3:15 p.m.
4:30 p.m.
2:45 p.m.
3:00 p.m.
3:15 p.m.

lot of things going after school.
Think about that: If we start at
nine what time would we be
done? Four or five.”
And it would only be worse
for athletes, James said, who
is also the girls varsity softball
coach.
“What if you’re an athlete
and you have a game? he said.
“Games start about that time, so
you’d be late having your game.
And you know, that puts us leaving here [for away games] right
at the middle of rush hour, too, so
we miss all of that by being able
to get out at the regular time.”
James did acknowledge that
a later start time isn’t all bad,
though.
“I mean there are benefits
for maybe moving to nine,” he
said, “y’know, kids are more
wakeful at that time because it’s
not as early, so we might not
have as many kids who are late
first period. But the minuses outweigh the benefits, I just think
that for our school the earlier
time is better than the later one.”
While most teachers appear
to feel the early start time is
better than the late one, some
students disagree.
“I feel as though they want
us to be late to school everyday
because we couldn’t even make it
on time for 7:45 [a.m.],” senior
Kimani Mason said.
Some students, including
Khamari Jenkins, are discouraged by the time and feel it’s too
much.
“I have to get up an entire 30
minutes earlier than usual,” she
said. “It’s hard to get out of bed.”
Many teachers, like science
teacher Ryan Berba, feels the
new time is not having much of
an effect on his first period class
tardies.
“First period, I don’t think
the tardies will increase because,
once again, if they were five
minutes late with 7:30, they’re
probably going to be five minutes
late with 7:45,” he said. “It’s going to take some adjustment, but
just leave 15 minutes earlier from
home, that’s the way I see it.”
And it appears that the
earlier day hasn’t had much of
a negative impact on teacher
punctuality, either. In a September 23 email to staff, Dr. Epps
congratulated the 84 out of 92
(89 percent) staff members who
arrived on time everyday for the
first two weeks of school.
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By Kenisha Thigpen
and Destiny White

T

he Centennial Committee is currently planning
lots of exciting events to celebrate 100 years that the school
been open.
Chairperson Katrina Richard started this initiative in early
July with an opening meeting
to discuss the century that the
school building has been open.
“Morgan Park is one of the
few public schools in Chicago
[Public Schools] that can say it’s
100 years [old] and it’s the same
school,” said Richard, who is a
teacher and alumnus from the
Class of 2003. “Most schools
have been around for as long as
we have, but they changed.”
Students are going to have
the opportunity to participate
in the events that are coming
up related to to big anniversary.
Alumni, past and present staff,
and students are the main focus;
they helped create what Empehi
is today.
“There are three major
missions,” Richard said. “The
first mission is to bridge the gap
between the alumni of Morgan
Park and the current population

of Morgan Park, and two, to
bridge the gap with the alumni.”
According to MPHS
Centennial Celebration planning
meeting minutes from August
13, 2015, the year-long celebration begins on Saturday, January
16, 2016—nearly 100 years to
the date that students first set
foot in what was then called the
“new building” of Morgan Park
High School.
On that Saturday, there
will be a Celebration Kick-Off
Formal Ceremony at 10 a.m.,
followed by a Formal Opening
Ceremony, a Ribbon-Cutting of
the Centennial Museum, and a
Brunch Reception.
A month later, there will be
a Student/Alumni Concert on
Saturday, February 20, 2016 from
4:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. An Alumni
Career Day will then be held in
March or April 2016.
The Class of 2016 graduation ceremony will be extra-special, as it will also be a centennial
ceremony (Saturday, June 18,
2016; 10 a.m. to noon).
“All alumni are asked to participate in formal processional,”
according to the August planning
minutes. “Alumni will march
in with a banner marking their

EMPEHI News

A scanned original photograph of Morgan Park High School, circa February 1917. The school, which
then was approximately a quarter in size of what exists today, first opened its doors to students
in January 1916. The left end of the image is where the computer labs of Room 130 and 132 are
located today. The far right end of the building is Room 151; the rest of the school was added on
in 1926 and 1964.
decade of graduation. The Class
of 2016 will then march in under
those banners.”
On Sunday, August 14,
2016, an All-School Picnic

NEW STAFF MEMBERS
career in secondary education.
“I think teaching is a great
profession, its kind of underrated
with the respect level, sometimes;
however, I think it’s very rewarding and that you should follow
your dreams,” she said.
Williams was once a Simeon
High School Wolverine and
then graduated from Chicago
State University and Concordia

a formal gala space either on the
football/track or the baseball
field.”
There is also a serious push

Please turn to page 9 for
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CENTENNIAL

WELCOME BRYANT

Continued from page 3
Lincoln Park High School, so
this is my first full time position here at Morgan Park.”
Variano will also be the
school’s new debate coach.
“Currently I’m just trying
to get the word out [about the
debate team],” he said.
English teacher Vera
Williams has a lot of great
things to say about having a

on the school campus is being
planned, possibly as part of the
annual alumni picnic.
Next year’s homecoming
events will be taken up a few
notches with added events at the
homecoming game and “Celebration Gala” which may include
a “heated tent transformed into

University.
Williams has been teaching since 1993 she said.
She really enjoys Morgan Park so far although it’s
a change for her, coming
from Steinmetz College Prep,
which also has an IB program.
“It’s different,” she said.
“I have to learn a new way of
doing things here.”

GRADUATION CEREMONY SET

Continued from page 2
there for about three years,
became a lead coach, and then
worked at the area office…for a
year.”
After that, she returned
to the classroom at Harper
High School, then taking on an
administrative role of assistant
principal at Curie High School.
Bryant said that she hopes
to prepare MP students for their
future.
“It is so imperative that

students are educated in not only
their academics, but also the
world, and so they’re going to be
competing against not just kids
[from] Morgan Park [and CPS],
but kids from all over the United
States and possibly the world
when they’re trying to attend
a college or university, or even
when they’re going for a job,” she
said. “ They really need to be prepared, and that’s what we really
want to do.”

it is unfair to push the graduation date back,” senior Destiny Hill said. “I feel that if
the student has enough credits
and has passing grades, there is
nothing left for them to do but
graduate.”
However, teachers being
teachers, don’t see any problem
with staying in school well into
June.
“I feel that the extended
graduation date is awesome,”
Theory of Knowledge teacher Alvin James said. “Students should
go to the school till the last day
as everyone won’t have all their

credits because school will still be
in session. If the school year is to
June 18th, there shouldn’t be any
reason for students to not come.”
Not all school districts
end so late in the year. Nearby
Oak Lawn Community High
School seniors are tentatively scheduled to graduate on
Thursday, May 18, 2016, while
their school year will end the
following Wednesday, May 25,
according to their online school
calendar. However, they also
started three weeks earlier, with
the first day of school being
Tuesday, August 18.

Continued from page 4
according to a November 2014
EMPEHI News report.
Soon after, the school administration was notified by CPS
that they were rescinding their
revision, and that MP was able to
return to the previously scheduled date for its Senior Class.

CEREMONY COULD BE
PUSHED BACK FURTHER
Perhaps, worse yet, the
current graduation date could
potentially be even later, if two
serious obstacles aren’t solved
soon.
First of all, the Chicago

Teachers Union (CTU) are
working without a contract
with the district, leaving some
speculating that a teachers strike
could happen midway through
the school year.
Secondly, CPS is facing the
threat of a $480 million shortfall around the second semester,
which could also lead to some
upheaval to the school calendar.

SENIORS PREFER
EARLIER DATE

Not surprisingly, many
seniors are less than fond of the
later June date scheduled for

them this year.
“I think it’s unfair that the
graduation date got pushed back
because the previous graduating
classes had a better advantage,
and I am ready to graduate,”
senior Donellia Levy said.
And they may really be
ready, as the senior prom will be
held a lengthy three weeks prior
to graduation.
Some students feel like
since they have all their credits
they should be able to graduate
early, and it’s pointless to stay in
school.
“I think that in some ways

L NEWS
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New student lockers?
Maybe next year, again

Seniors:

Interested in placing
a baby picture in
the 2016 Morgan
Park yearbook?
Advertisement
space is now
available for a
limited time!

By Aaliyah Gray
and Trenell Austin

D

ue to various delays
and obstacles, the new
lockers that were expected to be
installed over the past summer is
now pushed back until summer
2016 when the school will be
essentially vacant.
“They decided to put it off
until next summer,” head engineer Michael Cox. “The install of
the lockers was held back due to
other project delays around the
school.”
New lockers have been
promised for years, dating back
to the recent major $23 million
capital improvement project (May
2012-October 2013). Early in the
planning stages of the massive
project, locker replacement was
part of the long list of expected
improvements; however, as costs
escalated well past the initial estimate of around $10 million, the
lockers were quickly cancelled.
Then there was a special
grant award that was secured in
early 2012, but wasn’t spent. A
$275,000 IDEOC grant, tagged
for a technology (wiring) upgrade, was covered by the major
renovation, so it sat until a new
use could be determined.
In June 2014, the principal,
Dr. Carolyn Epps, submitted a
“Change of Scope” plan to use the
grant for locker improvements.
So, after approval for the
new storage units was secured by

It doesn’t take much effort to find damaged, broken, or missing student lockers among the over 2,000 units in the school,
as this photo shows, taken midway in the second floor hallway
of the south building. (EMPEHI News archive). The latest delay
pushes the proposed new locker installation until next summer.
the vendor back in the spring, it
appeared that the install would
kick-off immediately after
students were out of the building
in June.
Unfortunately, the construction company apparently was
denied its approved vendor status
by Chicago Public Schools (CPS),
according to Cox, so another
company had to be identified
and submit a winning bid for the
job, pushing the work back until
another suitable time period.
The scope of the work is so
large, only the summer break
would work.
“There are so many lockers

getting replaced with new ones,
[while others will get] repaired
and painted” that workers will
need at least two consecutive
months to work, Cox said.
The principal added that the
new lockers will all be a uniform
color (forest green), not the multiple colors presently featured.
The most recent fix to the
lockers was five years ago, during
the late summer of 2010. All
1,650 lockers in the old (north)
building on all three floors were
repainted during the last week of
September. A special electrostatic
process was used to apply the
new colors.

Those who purchase a baby
picture ad will
get the following
upgrades: an ad
frame of nearly 7
square inches, a
color photo (supplied by you), and
a personal message of up to 25
words.
Actual-size ad from the
2015 Yearbook

Yearbook students
will collect ads from those interested from
now until Wednesday, November 4, 2015. For
more info, see Mr. Majeske (yearbook sponsor,
Room 132) or any yearbook staff member.
Don’t want to look
like some nobody
who didn’t go to college or participated in
anything while being a Mustang? Then be
sure to submit your yearbook senior directory
information (which includes your chosen college/ university, subject major, and a listing
of the clubs and sports you participated on
at MP) to the yearbook at empehiyearbook@
gmail.com no later than Wednesday, November
4, 2015.

STAGE CLUB SEEKS PERFORMERS

‘Mission’
music
returns to
passing
period

Continued from page 5
porunity to perform on the Black
Ensemble Theater stage in the
spring.
To many, the Theater Club
has been a sacred place to
come and express their inner
personas out for others to see.
For others, it’s been a place to
become a refined young performer alongside others who
share the same enthusiasm,
while also having a bit of fun
within the world of performing arts. The mere opportunity
to become part of stage performance can bring out hidden
talents one never knew they
were capable of.
However, the group is often
seeking the right person for the
right role to play.
“You can be the brightest
purple ever, but if someone’s
looking for green, you’re not
gonna get chosen,” Theater Club
sponsor and social sciences
teacher Katrina Richard said
regarding to the audition process.
Simply showing up is no
guarantee of being chosen—it’s a
tough process.
“Don’t give up,” Richard
said, “You are going to hear ‘no’

more than you hear ‘yes.’”
As an observance to Black
History Month last February,
the subject of African American
history served as the basis of
“Where We’ve Been: A Journey
Through Black History Part I,”
the first performance for the
reborn Theater Club. Before that,
the last time an actual play was
performed on the school’s stage
was in spring 2006.
Richard discussed the
subject of becoming a part of the
theater club. For those students
who want to become members
of the theater club, there will
be opportunities this year and
also the next; it’s all a matter of
application and determination,
she said. The advantages of being
a member differ from personto-person, though the principles
one can build from being a part
of this particular club remain the
same in everyone.
Aside from personal accomplishments, those students who
have committed their time to
the club are able to become a key
players in the creation of the very
same plays that are performed
year-round through a first-come,
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By Xavier Taylor

T

Class of 2015 Karrington Taylor is schooled on African American
history by grandparents (and then-fellow seniors) Bronson Roseboro and Daija Rice in last spring’s Theater Club play, “Where
We’ve Been: A Journey Through Black History Part 1.” (EMPEHI
News archives)
first-served-style basis, so those
interested shouldn’t waste any
time.
In addition to having more
“vibrant” performances, Richard would also like for those
students who “never considered
theater as real possibility” to
reconsider and apply themselves
to becoming not just actors, but
a variety of positions needed for

the club such as technicians, a
costume crew, stage managers,
and painters.
Even if students haven’t
joined the ensemble yet, further
auditions will be held in December for the black history musical
in February, according to Richard, for those still looking for the
opportunity to become a part of
the team behind the musical.

he school administration has returned
to playing music selections,
including the “Mission
Impossible” theme song, to
encourage get kids to class
on time.
After a nearly threeyear absence, the late 1960’s
secret agent television show
theme song has returned
to being played over the
school’s announcement
system, to warn students
that the tardy bell will ring
in less than a minute of the
four minute passing period.

Please turn to
page 8 for

MUSICAL
WARNING
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Spirit Week in-progress,
homecoming this weekend
By Camry Sanders
and Zyshon Roberts

S

tudents and staff have
mixed feelings about this
year’s homecoming events, in
particular the fact that the dance
is this Sunday evening, but they
have big expectations for the
Spirit Week event.
The big change is that school
officials decided that the homecoming dance will be on Sunday
October 11, 2015, because of
complications as to how the
school’s football players would
make it to the game. However,
Student Council Sponsor Kandice Morgan assures students the
dance and Spirit Week will be as
fun as usual.
“It just made more sense to
give the football players more
time to come, because if we
would have made the dance on
Friday night, the football players
would need to time to prepare
for the game on Saturday, so they
might not be able to attend that
day,” Morgan said.
A great deal of consideration
was given to the likely conflict
players would have in attending
the celebratory dance.
“If we would have made
the dance on a Saturday, then,
after the [time between the]
game [and the dance, there] is

not really enough to prepare
the room, and the dance would
be shortened, probably 8 to 11
versus the 7 to 11,” Morgan
said. “So, [Principal Dr. Carolyn
Epps and I] decided to put the
dance on a Sunday knowing that
Monday there was no school. So,
the students will have a fun-filled
weekend.”
Tickets for the dance have
been available since last Thursday
in the Main Office for $25 each.
Those who purchased last week
received a free pep rally ticket,
which will be held on Friday
during 7th and 8th periods.
Today is the final day to purchase
pep rally tickets ($3), if available.
Tomorrow, Thursday, is the final
day to buy a dance ticket.
The dance, featuring the
fairy tale-like theme of “Once
Upon a Time,” with music provided by DJ Mike P, will be held
at the Sabre Room in Hickory
Hills (8900 West 95th Street).
Tickets must be purchased by
October 8, 2015 in the cafeteria
at the Student Council table.
The dress code for the dance
includes no athletic apparel, no
gym shoes, and no hoodies.
Spirit Week is already underway with Wacky Tacky Day
(dressing in unmatched or tacky
clothing) on Monday, while students were introduced to a new

MUSICAL WARNING
Continued from page 7
Although some may complain about the scratchy quality
of the recordings, security guard
Mr. Simpson isn’t phased at all
by the music at all.
“It doesn’t bother me,”
Simpson said. “It’s just letting
you know the bell is about to
ring soon and [students] need
to hurry up and get to class.”
Apparently, many slowmoving students are oblivious
to the purpose of the music,
according to Simpson.
“Some of you all don’t
realize what it means, [and]
that’s the key thing,” he said.
“You all need to know [the
song is a warning] and a lot of
[students] don’t realize it’s to
get you to class.”
Some students could care
less about the music because
they think it’s excessive.
“I feel as if they are doing
too much with that music,”
senior Montana Reid said.
“[There’s] no need to rush
us; we know how to get to
class and we know we have
a certain amount of time.
That music can cause a lot of

humiliation with kids running
to class.”
Some, however, admit
that there has been some who
are heeding the warning.
“I have noticed students
I know who don’t care about
getting to class on time, but,
generally speaking, [others]
have been like, ‘Oh, I have to
get to class,’ “ social science
teacher Alvin James said, “and
to be perfectly honest, it helps
teachers, too, because when it
comes on, they are like, ‘Oh
it’s time to instruct.’”
However, James thinks
that the tune the school
broadcasts between the passing periods is not the right
choice and isn’t sending the
right message.
“I think we should rename it to “Mission Possible”
because the meaning of the
song [suggests the task of getting to class is] impossible to
do,” he said, “and the students
hear it, and they’re, like, ‘Oh,
I have to hurry up and get to
class because it’s impossible
to do.”

theme: Dynamic Duo Day (such
as Batman and Robin, Timon
and Pumba, Mickey and Minnie Mouse). Today students were
expected to dress for Good Versus Evil Day (Think: Drake vs.
Meek Mill, Dorothy vs. Wicked
Witch of the East, or Obama vs.
Trump).
The remaining events for
Spirit Week include Battle of
the Class Colors (seniors-red,
juniors-blue, sophomores-brown/
tan, freshmen-black, 8th gradersgray, 7th graders-yellow/gold),
and Unity Day (Spirit Day/
green, white, and, okay, orange).
While in the early days of
planning, the Student Council
felt like the Spirit Week themes
shouldn’t change too much.
“In terms of originals, we
as a Student Council, felt that
there was no need to change [the
days of Spirit Week],” Student
Council Sergeant-In-Arms
Anthony Bowen said. “As far as
substituting, we were thinking of
a Disney-theme or tag team, like
Timon and Pumbaa would team
up on Spirit Day and do their
thing.”
Although a Pajama Bottoms
Day was also proposed for approval by the administration, the
request was turned down.
This Saturday afternoon at
Gately Stadium (4 p.m.), the
Mustangs (2-2) take on the
Urban Prep Lions (3-2). Last

Thursday

juniors,
sophomores,
freshmen, Battle of the Class Colors (seniorsred, juniors-blue, sophomores-brown/
7th and 8th tan, freshmen-black, 8th graders-gray,
graders
7th graders-yellow/gold)

FRIDAY
Unity Day (wear school colors: green,
white, and unofficial orange); pep
rally during 7th and 8th periods (must
have purchased ticket by Oct. 7)

SATURDAY
Homecoming game: Mighty Mustangs
taken on the Urban Prep Lions at
Gately Stadium (4 p.m.); tickets available in the Main Office ($5)

SUNDAY
The dance, “Once Upon a Time,” will
be held at the Sabre Room in Hickory
Hills (8900 West 95th Street); tickets
are $25 each in the Main Office.
season, MP beat the Lions, 30-6.
Advanced tickets are available in
the Main Office for $5; game day
tickets are $7 at Gately Stadium.
Historically speaking, the
Mustangs have dominated their
opponents on homecoming. Over
the last 14 years, the Mustangs
have only lost one homecoming game, which came against
Simeon in 2008. Last year, the

Mustangs beat the Hubbard
Greyhounds 28-14, which featured an 81-yard opening kickoff
return.
The school’s faculty has
expressed optimism for the
Mustangs to win the big game

Please turn to page 9 for

HOMECOMING
WEEKEND

Social science classes
have guest speaker during
HistoryMakers event
By Kamari Moore

H

istoryMaker Rev. Dr.
Leon D. Finney Jr.
visited classrooms late last
month to teach fellow students what it means to make
history and to appreciate it.
Dr. Finney Jr. was invited
to speak to classes as part
of the nationwide HistoryMakers program, of which
approximately 200 schools
participated.
Finney is a history maker
who is most identified with
The Woodlawn Organization
and Woodlawn Community
Development Corporation,
a community development
initiative. His leadership
of the organization and its
$190,000,000 in real estate

Rev. Dr. Leon D. Finney Jr. speaks to students during the
HistoryMakers visit last month. (Photo by Kamari Moore)
investments. He founded the
Christ Apostolic Church, now
Metropolitan Apostolic Community Church, and serves as its
pastor.
He was born in Louise,
Mississippi, in 1938. As he told
students, he followed after his

father in the professional life
to revitalization of urban communities.
Earlier in his life, after

Please turn to page 9 for
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Students complain
about parking lot
By Zahria Shelton

M

any students are
complaining about
the potholes in the parking lot,
the limited size, and the missing parking lines and are seeking
for it to improve, but all that
appears unlikely due to the latest
Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
budget crisis.
“I think that the student
parking lot is very dangerous,”
senior Caitlin Ratliff said. “I
think it is dangerous because
there are so many holes, and it
is really hard to park when there
are no parking lines, and without
any lines many cars get hit.”
There has been a hassle for
students getting in and out of
the student parking lot for a long
time now. Having a bigger and
better lot could definitely improve things, according to many
student drivers. Each day there is
a struggle getting in and out of

the lot, and that affects students
getting to their first period on
time.
“I don’t even park in the lot,”
Ratliff said, “because I don’t want
to mess up my tires, and don’t
want anyone to hit my car, since
they don’t know where to park. I
have to park on a block close to
the school in front of someone’s
property, all because of that.”
There was one recent repair
completed, but it wasn’t one upperclassmen were hoping for.
“They just fixed the gate
in the back of the lot,” head
engineer Michael Cox said.
“They have tried to get it fixed
before, but nobody would pay for
it. I don’t think it will be fixed
anytime soon.”
Two years ago, the parking
lot stall lines in the teacher lots
were reapplied, and an addition
to the far south lot was added
near the Edna White Memorial
Garden, but nothing was done to

the student lot.
“What happened was they
were re-doing the whole lot up
there on 111th [Street],” Cox
said. “That’s why they got lines.”
All of the parking lots are
a fairly recent addition to the
school. They weren’t constructed
until 1982, when both the west
and east sides of the school
campus were completed as part
of a multi-million dollar capital
improvement. Until then, singlefamily houses ringed the school
on both sides.
Problems, particularly those
regarding recklessness, have also
plagued the lot.
“The parking lot was not
big enough, too many hit and
runs, and it also needed cameras,”
Class of 2013 alumnus Brianne
Williams said. “They need to either make another lot, or expand
the one that they already have,
and add some security cameras in
there, too.”
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Seniors offer advice
for freshman survival
By Adrianna Clements
and Sinclaire Reeves

I

t’s tough coming into
a big high school,
not knowing where to go,
or knowing who to talk to.
It can be a scary experience, but those who have
made it through—especially
seniors—can often provide
answers.
‘’My advice to underclassmen is to stay focused,
choose your friends wisely,
but still have fun,” senior
Asha Caldwell said, adding, “also respect the faculty,
because they’ll be the ones
who you will need at some
point.”
If, as a new student to
Empehi, you really don’t know
anyone well yet, don’t panic.
“Freshman year, I was
nervous and I had no friends,”
said senior Jadia Holloway.
“Then, sophomore year, I
began to grow into a social

butterfly.”
Building friendships is a
familiar theme among growing as a high school student.
“Entering high school
was very hard, because I only
had my twin brother, no
friends, and no other family
members,” Princess Williams
said. “Me and my brother
only had lunch together.. so
that meant I had to break
my shell and get to know
people.’’
Many students agree that
it’s harder being different than
others at first when you feel
all alone, but finding out your
self-worth really plays a part
in becoming a young adult
and being ready for the life
after high school and even
college.
Others, like senior
Roslyn Hayes, advises to
keep personal life and school
separate. “Whatever you do
reflects on your near future,”
she said.

SPECIAL GUEST SPEAKER
Continued from page 8
his mother died, he located with
his father and started school. He
attended Hyde Park, and graduated to continue his education
at the University of Illinois. But
after having academic problems,
he left U of I, and by 1959, he
left Chicago and joined the U.S.
Marine Corp.
As he told his story of the
Marines, he’s never heard such
“foul” and “degrading words”
being yelled at his other people
around him. He lived by the motto
“Semper FiDelis” which means
“Never leave your men behind,”
and “Always faithful and loyal.”
Relating back to his school
days, he was asked if he regretted
anything through his school life
and career.
“I’m not sure if I would do
anything over,” Finney said. “I

made the decisions that I made
with the information I had at the
time.”
He does not feel anything is
missing in his life and has “made
up for it in other ways and other
times in my life.”
HistoryMakers was founded
in 1999, by Julieanna L. Richardson. Her dream was to “create a
unique and timeless archive.” The
HistoryMakers job is to preserve
and make known of the untold
personal stories of well-known
and unknown African Americans.
Since 1999, they have been
recording African American
oral histories to educate millions
worldwide, especially the young
teens of today’s generation.
Social Science Department
teacher Alvin James was the one
teacher who was really supportive

SCHOOL CENTENNIAL
Continued from page 6
to raise money for various needed
improvements around the aged
building. As part of the “Restoring our Legacy Capital Campaign,” $1 million is the revenue
goal to provide funding for a new
sound system and lighting for
Blackwelder Hall, improvements
for the track and football field,
plus classroom upgrades that
include smart boards and Apple
iPad carts.
So far, a $50,000 grant has
been secured by the efforts of the
football coaching staff that will
go toward the cost of repairing

the track and football field.
Teacher and Class of 1983
alum Keith Majeske, who
is heading up the Museum
Committee, will be collecting
artifacts for a school display case
of historical items. He is currently seeking students to help
scan images from the 100-years
worth of yearbooks for large
posterboards that will visually illustrate the school’s rich history,
as well as organizing items for
the multiple trophy cases near
the main entryway in the north
building.

of welcoming the HistoryMaker
into his classroom to inform his
students of Finney’s life. He got
involved when the program “fell
into his lap and I picked it up.”
Originally, other teachers
were involved, but due to schedule conflicts, things were changed
around.
Finney was not the only
person to have a chance to be involved with MP students. Illinois
Representative Monique Davis
was to have an appearance, but
she fell ill a day before.

Although Davis would have
more name-recognition, losing
her attendance didn’t damage the
value of the day.
“What I think is most important is that students understand that history is being made
around them, even now,” James
said. “We are learning who we
are from them.”
Morgan Park students
actually enjoyed learning about
his history, especially when they
found out that Finney is the
son of Chicago barbecue legend

Leon Finney Sr. (1916-2008)
who founded Leon’s Bar-B-Q.
Finney is focused on making
the Chicago streets safer, schools
better, and African American businesses. He also wants
students to not be regretful
throughout life.
“I’m not here looking back
too much, I’m looking forward at
what I can do with the time that
I have left,” Finney said. “God
has given me 15 more years to do
good work, and I intend to stay
focused.”

HOMECOMING WEEKEND
Continued from page 8
and have a show-stopping pep
rally. The football team’s head
coach Terry Atkins believes
the school should have spirit
due to faith in the team winning the big game. He felt it
is a time for the school to get
together as one.
“I expect it to be a fun
festive environment,” Atkins
said. “I expect the students
to rep the school with their
colors, I expect to see faces
painted, a lot of selfies taken,
people laughing and smiling.
Of course, we’re going to win
the football game, so that will
help with the celebration. It’s
a time for the student body to
show the school pride. High
school is a four year deal; it’s
over really quick, and homecoming is one of those things

you tend to have memories of for
a long time.”
Regardless of some student
and staff members’ pessimistic
perception of Spirit Week, there
are people who are still committed to a sense of spirit.
“I’m going to dress up for
everyday of Spirit Week, because
I’ve just always just been so into
putting on different outfits and
customs,” senior Trevon Rogers
said, a highly-spirited Mustang.
“I’m probably going to make sure
I go get some cool outfits from
Party City or wherever so I can
show off my true spirit. I like
when yearbook comes around
and takes pictures of the twins in
their outfits and stuff. I’m positive this will be one of the best
Spirit Week’s ever.”
However, there are some

students and even staff who
are frustrated about the
unusual date. Unfortunately,
it seems that over the past decade fewer and fewer students
and staff participate in the
special events, especially Spirit
Week.
“You mean unspirited
week?” Theory of Knowledge
teacher Alvin James said. “To
be honest, I don’t remember
much about last year’s Spirit
Week as substantial as it’s
been [in the past], and again,
I think it’s because homecoming should be a series of
connected events that lead to
a big celebration that makes
sense. But when you have the
events that don’t seem connected to each other, it loses
its meaning.”
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Student restrooms locked for
safety, says administration
By Koi Lacey
and Jainelle Withers

E

ven though most people
wouldn’t want to visit
one of the school’s bathrooms
without wearing a yellow
hazmat suit to protect themselves from the often third
world-like conditions of the student restrooms, some enjoy the
gag-reflex inducing bathrooms
like they’re some kind of sexy
hotspot. Socializing and other
non-potty break activities have
led the administration to a new
kind of latrine lockdown.
Some students are uneasy
regarding the new policy of locking the second and third floor
bathrooms when classes are in
session, despite school officials
defending it in the name of
student safety.
Frequently during the week,
the bathrooms are locked by
security personnel because of students using them for other uses
besides the natural purpose.
“We lock the bathrooms

for student safety,” Dr. Carolyn
Epps, the principal, said.
Many wonder what exactly
goes on in the bathrooms, and
also wonder why aren’t they
monitored if there indeed is
inappropriate behavior.
“Kids try to use the bathroom as a way to get out of class,
escape a quiz, hook up, and
they probably even shoot dice,”
English teacher Gerald Winston
said. “I know I smelled marijuana
in the bathroom before, and that
was during the class period, so
they should lock them during
class so students don’t have a
reason to leave out.”
Some students feel as
though it is an inconvenience to
go all the way to the first floor
just to use the bathroom. Not
only does it take up time, it is a
hassle trying to move along to
the next class in a timely manner
when the bell rings.
“I feel like it is unnecessary, especially if we already
have bathrooms on the third
and second floor,” said student

Q’rashanay Clay. “Most times, I
have to use the bathroom twice a
day, but it depends.”
Many feel that it is unfair to
those with emergencies who are
not allowed to go to the bathroom, because they don’t have
a medical pass. Students who
are refused the right to go to
the bathroom end up struggling
more and more by holding it in.
“Well, we are not giving
out medical passes [goldenrod
all-purpose passes] anymore,
because they were abused,” Nurse
Setes said. “We were finding that
students were using them for
other things.”
Security often has a hard
time getting students out of the
bathrooms to get them into class.
“I don’t think they should
be locked, as long as students
behave,” Chicago Police Officer Cummings said. “But they
are locked because of people
going in there doing things they
aren’t supposed to, like smoking
cigarettes and all other kind of
craziness.”

Love him or hate him,
Trump leads GOP race
By Jacob Bonds
and Cyan Loyd

V

oters are polarized over billionaire
Donald Trump’s Republican
candidacy for President of the
U.S. in the 2016 election.
Americans are either
strongly supportive or strongly against Trump; he’s the
kind of guy you either love or
hate—there’s little between.
According to a September
ABC News/Washington Post
poll, “The Donald” was rated
favorably by 37 percent of
Americans and unfavorably by
59 percent.
As the current frontrunner for the GOP, with
a recent poll pegging him
with 24 percent of the vote,
followed by former neurosurgeon Ben Carson with 21
percent, he is the Republican
party’s voice; however, his
policies are not necessarily the best. He is often
described as a tyrant and not
a credible candidate for the
2016 election.
“I will not be supporting or voting Donald
Trump for president,” senior
Unique Boyd said. “He’s too
close-minded and ignorant.
We do not agree on the
same issues and I believe
he’s racist.”
Trump has made it
clear that he blames a lot of

Could controversial billionaire Donald Trump win the White
House in 2016?
America’s problems on illegal
aliens, saying that Mexico has
used illegal immigration to send
criminals and poor people to
export their own problems, plus
they’ve taken jobs from Americans. And, if elected, he would
deport all illegal aliens.
One GOP voter agrees that
some strategy must be put in
place to control immigration better than what is done currently.
“I think that immigration
should be limited in some manner,” chemistry teacher Timothy
Hall said, “and how that’s done,
I’m not quite sure.”
On the other hand, some
Democrats don’t see much value
in the candidate who appears to
have done his best to make controversial announcements backed
by little reality.
“I don’t think Trump has put
any thought into his positions,”
International Baccalaureate

coordinator Morgan Mudron
said. “He is a lot of bluster but
no substance.”
According to an article
in the progressive online
newsletter National Memo,
“In 1973, Trump Management Corporation (of which
Trump was president at the
time) was sued by the Justice
Department for discriminating against blacks who
wanted to rent apartments in
Brooklyn, Queens, and Staten
Island. The case was settled
out of court two years later
– and Trump now claims to
have a great relationship with
“the blacks.”
This is not the first time
Trump has appeared to show
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Seniors look ahead
to end of the year
By Deshonda May
and Tiger Dickerson

T

he Senior Class of 2016 has lots of hopes and plans for
their last year of high school.
Not surprisingly, the one event at the top of many seniors’
lists is the formal dance in June.
“I’m really looking forward to senior prom,” senior William
Armstrong said. “Seeing everyone all dressed up looking nice is
going to be so exciting, and also I’m more curious to see who’s
going to win prom king and queen. I hope it’s one of my friends.”
Armstrong was just one the many seniors that said they
were excited for prom.
“I’m really want to see what the theme of prom is going to
be this year,” senior Cyera Witcher said. “It better not be something lame like last year’s, because that theme was whack.”
Along with prom, seniors are also looking forward to the
senior trip.
“Last year the senior trip was to Six Flags [Great America],”
according to senior Unique Boyd, Senior Board fundraiser committee member. “We may have one if we can raise money, and
people are willing to pay. It may be Six Flags or something better.”
Senior Keontae Pickett said “We been working hard all
these years,” senior Keontae Pickett said. “We definitely deserve
a fun class trip.”
The trip and prom are not only the seniors’ only focus; most
importantly is reaching their graduation.
“I’m actually looking forward to graduation,” senior Sierra
Walker said. “I’m just over this whole high school experience.
I’m ready to move on, but I’m still going to come to school
everyday and try to be on time because that was one of my biggest downfalls last year. I’m going to try, because I heard [school
officials are] not letting a lot of stuff fly like last year.”
Many seniors may have high expectations, because this is
the last year of their high school career.
“This year has to be better than last year,” senior Chris
Avery said. “I missed so many days last year, and this year I’m
a senior now, so I can’t be missing all them days like that. It’s
going to be hard, but I’m up for it, even though we really don’t
have a choice no way.”
During the first senior meeting held in Blackwelder Hall
on September 17, Principal Dr. Carolyn Epps delivered news
that seniors who accumulate more than 10 unexcused absences
per semester will not participate in the graduation ceremony on
June 18, leaving some seniors panicky, but others not so much.
“I believe this policy is right,” senior Elexus Barrett said. “Students shouldn’t be missing 10 or more days per semester. Students
shouldn’t be missing 10 days a school year. There’s no excuse.”
Not only are absences a major factor for graduation, there
are other things, such as earning enough service learning hours,
passing consumer education and the Constitution test that
most authorities do not mention. If you do not have 40 hours or
more of service learning hours, you will not be able to graduate,
although some disagree with the mandate.
“I personally believe it shouldn’t be a requirement, but it is
good way to get out and network,” senior Dashaniqua Bond said.

Try a frightening
Halloween at these
haunted houses
By Davia Doss

B

ooooo!
Haunted house
vendors are offering facilities to
get into the spirit of Halloween
and scare the living daylights
out of people between October
and November in the Northern
Illinois area.
“[Haunted houses are] a
whole bunch of fun, excitement,”
senior Brian Brantley said, “and
being scared makes it even better.”

There are many haunted houses in the state of Illinois. According
to hauntedworld.com, who recently
did a haunted house poll, the scariest haunted house is Nightmare
Basement of the Dead, located in
Aurora. This year, according to their
website, they will be have a new 3D
flashlight haunt.
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Cubs provide
fans a bit of
guarded hope
By Tariq Harding

C

ubs win! Cubs win!
When was the last time
that phrase had real meaning
behind it? Let’s put it this way:
• The Ford Model T automobile was first assembled and sold for $850.
• The world’s tallest structure was the Eiffel Tower.
• The average hourly wage
was 22 cents or between
$200 and $400 per year.
• Morgan Park High
School wasn’t built yet for
another eight years.
• Oh, and the American
flag had only 45 stars.
But as far back as January,
fans and Las Vegas gamblers
have been betting big on the
expectation that these Chicago
Cubs will win the 2015 World
Series, a feat not performed
since 1908 or 106 years ago.
Diehard Cub fan and
teacher James Fitzgerald laid
out his faith simply: “Sure why
not? The Cubs can win the
World Series.”
But then again, Fitz has
made similar predictions, as he
did in eight years ago.
“Another starting pitcher,
and we will win the World Series on the 100 year anniversary,” Fitzgerald said in a Cub
prediction, as was reported in
the November 2007 issue of
EMPEHI News.
The Cubbies have
endured years-after-years
of dashed hope. They have
not had a .500 record since
2009, have not been to the
playoffs since 2008, have not
won a playoff series—or even
game—since 2003, have not
won the pennant since 1945,
and have not won the World
Series since beating the Detroit Tigers in five in 1908.
But being lovable losers,
the team has caused plenty of
heartbreak over the decades.

In 1945, the Cubs only
needed one more win in the
World Series, but, of course they
lost in seven games to the Tigers.
In 1969, Chicago was
rolling during the regular
season with the Cubs enjoying
first place for 155 days, that
is, until mid-September, when
they lost 17 out of 25 games,
missing the playoffs entirely.
Then, there was the
infamous Game 6 of the 2003
National League Championship
Series against the Florida Marlins, when the Cubs, who were up
three games to two and five outs
away from a trip to the Series.
But fan Steve Bartman reached
over the fence and interfered
with a foul ball that could have
been caught by left fielder Moises
Alou. Cubs quickly collapse.
The Cubs have broken
fans’ hearts for over 100 years,
with possible chance of it
happening again this year, according to Fitzgerald.
“We have to watch out for
the Cardinals,” he said. “The
Cardinals have the best record
in the league, and even won
the World Series in 2011.”
Another baseball fan admitted that the current NLC
wild card team probably won’t
go too far.
“It’s possible [that they
could win the Series], they
are doing well as of now, but I
don’t think it’s going to happen,” Mustangs varsity baseball
captain Jameil Brown said.
But weirder things have
happened. Consider that in
the 1989 film, “Back to the
Future,” featured a news announcement that the Cubs
win the World Series in 2015.
What else did the movie
show that has come true?
Wireless video games, video
phone calls (like Facetime
and Skype), wall-mounted flat
screen TVs, and, yes, a working hoverboard. So, Cubs win?

MUSTANGS RALLY
Continued from page 12
out and play sound football, and
give everything that we have, I
guarantee that we will win every
single game,” Mustang Christian
Hopkins said. “The only team
that can beat us is Morgan Park.”
Looking ahead to the state
playoffs, in particular, one Mustang sees one area that the team
may need to improve upon as the
season rolls on.
“We need to learn how to
score fast and deadly,” junior
cornerback Jermaine Anderson

said. “These points count towards
our playoff seed and we need the
highest seed.”
One complaint has nothing to do with the team itself
though; it’s an apparent lack of
school spirit.
“We need more students to
come out and support the team to
provide energy for the big moments
in the game when we need a stop
or a score,” junior defensive tackle
Richard Rhoden said. “We need to
know our school’s got our back.”
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Soccer finishes regular season,
hopes character to lead in playoffs
By Elexus Barrett

T

he boys soccer season
wrapped up, going 4-3 in
the regular season, thanks to the
team demonstrating many skills
that they have been taught by
their coaches.
The boys on the team have
been taught many traits of a
well-rounded soccer player and
person, thanks to head coach
Santos Marchan and assistant
Ricardo Lara.
“I try to keep them as motivated, focused, and most importantly, comfortable with each
other to work well with each
other,” Coach Lara said. “The
more comfort and trust they
feel with each other, the better
they perform. This is especially
important between the more

experienced players and those
just starting out.”
Captains Ben Dweh and
Cameron Hope said that the first
regular season game they lost
6-2, but not with much discouragement.
“Win, lose, or tie, we have
given 100 percent when we walk
off the field,” Dweh said. “We
have nothing to be ashamed of
and should not have any regrets.
We take pride in our achievements.”
Soccer is a gateway to build
students into those who demonstrate important life traits. Soccer
strengthens and builds students
up, and that cannot be easily said
about many other sports.
Coach Marchan has received
positive feedback about his soc-

cer team.
“I had comments from old
students and previous students,
and they said that because of
soccer they were more openminded,” he said. “They were
more timid [but] became more
aggressive in life.”
Players on the team say that
there are many beneficial factors
of being on the soccer team.
“Soccer is the greatest
sport in the world,” according
to Dweh. “Playing soccer will
help you develop many skills,
characteristics, and relationships that will not only benefit
you on the soccer field, but
throughout your lifetime. If
you ask anyone who has played
the game he or she will tell you
the same thing, I guarantee
you.”

HAUNTED HOUSES
Continued from page 10
“Overall, this was probably
the best haunted house I have
ever been through!” according to
a comment written by blaze464,
one of the reviewers on their
website in 2014.
Also, on the FAQ section
on the website, there are a few
rules that are listed, including
no pets allowed, no costumes, no
mask, no outside food or drink,
and no weapons. And for those
parents who are scared that the
monsters in the haunted house,
Basement of the Dead has a “no
touch” policy that they make the
monsters sign.
After an internet search and
review of Google ratings, one of
the most popular haunted houses
is Midnight Terror.
“Great Experience,” writes
Bill Lunn in a 2014 Google
comment. “Many good pop outs.
Well organized! Highly detailed.”
With a 4.5 star rating,
Terror is located in nearby
Oak Lawn and opens October
2. General admission starts at
$18 and if you wanna step your

status up and become a VIP and
skip that long line, then pay the
admission of $25.
Coming in second, with a
little bit over four stars, is the
Chicago Haunt Tours.
“The atmosphere of the
night certainly fit the tour we
were about to embark on...
Overall, an enjoyable experience,
and worth the price,” Claudia
Herrera said, a 2014 Google
reviewer.
The haunt tours are exactly
what they say: tours. There are
six different tours that go to different places, some are walking
and some are on buses. The first
tour is the Original Chicago
Haunt Tour, which is a twohour tour on a bus based on the
history of Chicago, including
the Great Chicago Fire. Prices
start at $38 per person. More
details and information about
the other tours are described on
the website at chicagohauntings.
com.
The third haunted house,
with a exact four-star rating is

Statesville Haunted Prison.
“I don’t like how they try too
hard to be scary” senior football
player Kameryn Kuntu said. “It
should just come naturally.”
Located in Lockport, Statesville is the only haunted house
that takes stage at on a fictitious
prison. Their opening day is October 28 and general admission
is $30, but if you decide to come
with a group of friends, the price
is knocked down to $21.
The last haunted house, is
the 13th Floor haunted house.
With a 3.5 star rating, 13th
Floor is located in Melrose Park,
and general admission starts at
$25 and varies on the amount of
people that are entering.
However, one reviewer who
was there last year wasn’t exactly
spooked by the experience.
“I was disappointed,” Annie
O’Malley, a Google reviewer
wrote last year. “I have seen better with better prices. Not that
scary and I had a scaredy cat with
us. It was not worth $28 with
taxes during the week.”

DEBATABLE CHOICE
Continued from page 10
prejudice toward a group of
ethnic people, and it may not
be the last. Trump has spoken
about on his deportation
policy on immigrants, that
has gained so much negative
attention but has also fueled
his campaign.
“When Mexico sends
its people, they’re not
sending the best,” he said
back in early June during
his presidential announcement speech, according to
reports. “They’re not sending
you, they’re sending people

that have lots of problems and
they’re bringing those problems. They’re bringing drugs,
they’re bringing crime.”
Such a draconian policy
appears to be in sharp contrast
to the founding principles of this
country, according to Mudron.
“I think [the policy] is
ridiculous,” she said. “We have
to remember were a country of
immigrants; that’s our history.
He has given no rational reason
based on anything, besides bias,
as to why they can’t stay.”
Instead of throwing people

back to a country that they
don’t like, Boyd suggests that
the next president should
work with Mexico and try to
help solve its drug, crime, and
economy challenges.
“I think he needs to work
on [the policy],” Boyd said.
“If you don’t want immigrants
then, although it’s not his
responsibility, he should work
side by side with Mexico to
change things, such as making more opportunity and
making them want to stay [in
Mexico].”

sports news
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Mustangs rack up wins
after rough opening
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By Greg Howell
and Kameryn Kuntu

T

he Mustangs (4-2) have
rebounded mightily
despite stumbling out of the gate
in two non-conference losses in
their quest for a city championship.
After MP’s season-opening
losses against the Thornton
Wildcats (24-6) and back-toback state champion Mount
Carmel Caravan (48-0), they
have since rung up four straight
victories against Uplift (32-0),
Perspectives/Calumet (26-12),
Bogan (60-0), and last Saturday afternoon’s 34-17 win over
Gwendolyn Brooks.
Just before the Bogan Bengals blowout, Atkins announced
his faith in his ballplayers.
“We have a great amount of
playmakers on our offense,” the
coach said. “Our biggest challenge now is just getting the ball
in their hands. On the defensive
side of the ball, we just need to
make sure we play sound and
disciplined football with all 11
hats on the ball.”
The Mustangs appear to be

picking up speed as they steamrolled over their opponents,
particularly the last three Illini
Prairie State conference games
against the Bengals, Warriors,
and Eagles, and players are starting to feel pretty upbeat.
“After the first two losses,
I didn’t feel as confident, but
I knew that we would bounce
back once the team’s chemistry
got better,” junior wide receiver
Frederick McGee said on the
Monday after the Bogan game.
The varsity football team is
looking to capitalize on the rest
of their conference games and
perfect their record.
“Our team feels like we’re
progressing as a team, coming
together, and we’re starting to
execute on offense and defense,”
junior cornerback Jermaine
Anderson said, “and when we get
everything running, we know no
one can beat us.”
After the season opener,
morale, for some, started to fade,
but Mustang Christian Hopkins
wouldn’t let them give up after
one loss.
“My approach after Thornton’s game was to bring our

EMPEHI News

Wide receiver Chester Shipp runs downfield through some Gwendolyn Brooks resistance after
he snagged a pass against Gwendolyn Brooks late in the fourth quarter, as the Mustangs ground
down the clock for their fourth straight victory, 34-17. (Photo by Raven Smith)
players’ morale back up and to
get us in better condition, and to
mentally get us back on-point to
get prepared for the upcoming
game,” Hopkins said.
This really showed when the

Lady Mustangs recognized
by mayor, city council

Mustangs battled Perspectives/
Calumet and were down late in
the second quarter, 12-6, when
senior Kendell Joiner caught an
interception and took it back
to the 20-yard line, putting the
Mustangs in great field position
to score and tie the game up before the half. This was a momentum-changer, as MP went on to
victory, 26-12
Second-year head coach
Atkins sees great things for this
squad.
“Right now, I believe we
are one of the top five teams
in the city, but I think that will

[improve] in a few weeks’ time,”
Atkins said after the Perspectives
game.
Now with a 4-2 record, the
football team is looking to continue
to take down any opponent that
is put in front of them. They are
looking to make a statement against
all upcoming teams and show how
serious the Mustangs are.
“I feel as though if we come
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Girls volleyball closes
out season with
senior celebration

T

GIRLS TRACK TEAM MEETS WITH MAYOR: (from left) head coach Derrick Calhoun, 19th Ward
Alderman Matt O’Shea, sophomore Jasmine Maxwell, junior Tekeara Napier, senior Tiayanna
Bogan, senior Asha Caldwell, Mayor Rahm Emanuel, junior Carinne Parker, sophomore Olivia
Strong, senior Rainasia Harris, junior Lestoria Campbell, and coach Reaves. (Photo by Unique
Boyd)

By Unique Boyd

A

fter taking second
place in the IHSA
Class 2A Girls Track &
Field finals last spring, the
team was celebrated after a
nearly three-month delay, by
Mayor Rahm Emanuel and
members of the City Council late last month.
The team was originally

scheduled to met with the mayor
in early June, but it was postponed due to a transportation
snafu. Fortunately, Emanuel was
able to reschedule the special
recognition for the hardworking Lady Mustangs on Thursday,
Sept. 24.
“It’s a great experience for
the girls,” head coach Derrick
Calhoun said.
The team was brought into

the City Council chambers
where the special recognition was read, and the mayor
congratulated each girl with a
special certificate.
“Their efforts, commitment, and achievements were
recognized, and it’s not often
that it’s recognized at that
level, so it’s a great occasion
for the team and the school,”
Calhoun said.

he girls varsity volleyball team finished the
regular season in a particularly emotional loss against
South Shore, ending their
hope for post-season play.
Under new head coach
and teacher Loretta Balsam,
the Lady Mustangs fought
hard, but fell 2-1.
Passions were running
high, as the match-up was
also Senior Night for those
on the team who are expected
to graduate this year. Those
upperclassmen were given
special recognition for their
time on the squad, given
flowers and balloons during
the going-away ceremony.

Seniors Dominique Jones
and Antoinette Flowers
pose with their gifts that
they received during a
special ceremony after
the game against South
Shore. (Photo by Briana
Amerson)

