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Teachers union members picket, march
in one-day protest over funding issues
By Davia Doss
and Jainelle Withers

C

hicago Teachers Union
(CTU) members engaged
in a one-day strike last Friday,
as part of an effort to draw attention to various labor issues,
as well as their own contract
negotiation divisiveness, despite
Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
officials arguing that the event
was illegal.
Chicago Public Schools
(CPS) teachers and other union
members walked picket lines in
an unfair labor practice strike
(ULP), according to a CTU
email to the membership, in a
“Day of Action” over multiple
issues, including budget cuts,

an overall demand for political
leaders to increase revenue for
education, as well as the claim
that “CPS committed a ULP
when they froze [teachers’] lanes
and steps [pay increases] at the
beginning of the school year.”
State law restricts when
teachers can strike if contract
talks with CPS reach an impasse.
The union and the board disagree
with the interpretation of a 1956
Supreme Court decision that
says “private-sector workers don’t
have to comply with notice and
timing requirements for a strike
if an employer has engaged in an
unfair labor practice,” according
to a Chicago Tribune report.
The day began at 6:30 a.m.
with teachers and support staff

arriving at schools and other
locations around the city, many
wearing the union’s signature
bright red, walking picket lines
with preprinted posters announcing “On Strike” and “CPS: Broke
on Purpose,” among others.
Outside the edge of MP’s
campus on 111th Street, around
70 staff members gathered and
were greeted by most drivers
honking their car horn in support as they passed by, although
one was heard shouting, “Go
back to work.”
By 10 a.m., the group
dispersed to attend other rallies

Please turn to page 4 for

ONE-DAY
STRIKE

Youth guidance program holds
‘Rites of Passage’ ceremony

Morgan Park High School teachers picket along 111th Street early
Friday morning last week during the Chicago Teachers Union
one-day strike to protest budget cuts and the lack of state funding for education.

Senior sparks
positive ‘Straight
from the Go’
message

Becoming A Man (BAM) members hold their signature t-shirts that were given to them,
along with a graduation certificate, during the Rites of Passage ceremony held last month in
Blackwelder Hall. (Photo by Kamari Moore)

By Kamari Moore

A

young men’s organization held a special
ceremony late last month for
those who have matured and
have demonstrated positive
character.
The Becoming a Man
(BAM) program held its first
annual “Rites of Passage”
ceremony in Blackwelder Hall
for young men from eighth
through 12th grade. They

graduated from the program on
March 24, honoring them with
certificates and shirts with the
BAM logo on them.
The celebration opened with
a welcome from the program’s local counselor, Michael Anderson,
followed by an explanation of the
history of the rites passage, plus a
motivational speech by minister
Alex McElroy.
Becoming a Man was
founded in 2001 by Anthony DiVittorio. It’s purpose or 5 values

stand for integrity, accountability, self-determination,
positive anger expression, and
visionary goal setting, according to their website.
Senior Ramon Jones feels
the reason he joined BAM
was to improve himself as a
young black male.
“BAM changed me mentally by giving me a different

Please turn to page 8 for

BAM CEREMONY

Senior Raven Smith poses for a media shot when she
was interviewed on WLS-TV’s “Windy City Live” about her
“Straight from the Go” messaging products earlier this
year. (Source: Twitter, Windy City Live)

By Arionna Moss

A

senior student
has gained huge
media exposure by starting a
campaign to promote antiviolence simply because she
wanted Chicagoans to love
their city again.
Seventeen-year-old Ra-

ven Smith began her movement, “Straight From the Go,”
to advocate anti-violence and
positivity in her hometown,
so that Chicagoans would
embrace their city.
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Coping with being friendzoned

d
e
E

Jacob Bonds
and Adrianna Clements

either, but developing a different outlet for your flirtatious
emotions will take away from
depending on the friend. Once
you start having a good time with

romantic media…they’ll just stir
up the feelings. Then, think about
the negatives of the person…this
isn’t to tell you to look at them as
the devil but just think, “Could I
possibly date this person
given the bad things?”
Finally, realize your
self-worth. Know that
you’re worth more than a
crush; you deserve someone willing to give what
you give.

ver had that friend that
made you feel something
a bit different than what
your other friends made
you feel? You probably
have a friend crush. You’re
¯
/frend-zond/
filled with different emotions: fear, happiness, and
confidence. Thoughts
- v.
run through your head:
When a person decid“What if they say yes,”
ed that you’re just a
or “What if they say no?”
Your World
You’re entitled to these
Is Not Your Crush
friend and no longer
emotions, and it only
Do not revolve your
a dating option. You
makes you human.
world around the friend
become this complete
One day comes and
you are focused on. If you
your confidence has taken
go to the mall and think,
non-sexual entity in
over, and you’ve decided
“They would like this,
their eyes, like their
to ask your friend out.
so I’m going to buy it,”
sibling or a lamp.
Sadly, they say the seven
then you have a problem .
deadly words: “I only like
After that, you check their
you as a friend.” Tears run
Instagram and Twitter,
down your face and it seems like
a new person, the old crush will
making sure they aren’t posting
your world is about to explode.
fade like rain on a sunny day. It’s
other people they like. Do not alHowever, it’s not the end and
possible that this may make your
low them to control your choices
with a little help, you’ll get over
friend like you, but that’s beside
towards anything: clothing or
your crush and possibly have
the point.Try not to think about
life. Crush on someone who likes
some fun doing it.
the friend in “that way.”
you.
There are plenty of ways to
Some people get turned
Flirt With Someone Else
look at a friend you previously
down by their friend because
You like your friend, but may saw as a crush: Just drop that
the friend is out of their league.
have someone else in mind. Talk
emotion completely, and stay
While leagues are superficial, it
to them. They may not like you
friends. Start off by ignoring
is still relevant and often used to
break up or turn down people.
Start by dating someone in your
lane, if you’re unsure, ask a close
morgan
friend. You will probably get betpark
ter results from them than your
friend crush.
high

friendzoned

school
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Deal With It

Now that you have your answer, move on. Some people take
the route of never asking their
crush out. They live with a big
regret and an old fling. End your
friend affections by confessing
it or taking the tips and getting
over it. However, you can spend
minutes every once and awhile
thinking “What if ?,” but that’s
not fun.
If you have a problem telling
the person how you feel have
someone spread around that you
like them and they may approach
you or have a friend ask your
friend crush, “Why won’t you date
them,” maybe not so blunt, but
you get it. Life is not fun living
with “What if ’s” and regrets. Take
all smart opportunities and chances. If your friend turns you down,
never say “I can’t be your friend
then,” that person may really have
innocent, friendly feelings for you.
Just because they don’t want to
date you doesn’t mean they dislike
you as a person. Possibly, when
you move on, they’ll start liking
you because everyone seems wants
what they can’t have.
As rash and harsh we may
be coming off, its for your own
good. There’s some sense of fear
when liking your best friend
when you honestly do not know
what they’re going to say. Possibly bringing up the attraction
may just spark something within
themselves. Everything is worth
the chance, the only way to truly
fail is to never try.

news briefs
SCIENCE FAIR UPDATE
Students competed in the City Science Fair, on Sunday,
March 20 at the Museum of Science and Industry and earned
high honors.
Junior Kapri Dowdell earned a Silver award and a cash
award.
Sophomore Davora Buchanan also earned a Silver, a
commendation letter from the Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago, an invitation to the Commissioner’s Award Ceremony, a boat tour of the Chicago
River and Lake Michigan with lunch on board for her and
parent.
Two more Silver winners were sophomore Ben Dweh and
freshman Serena Echols. Bronze winners included junior Hakeema Kellum, sophomore Arianna Boyd, and seventh graders
Kenneth Strongs and Marshall Ellis.

academic center news
Ms. Brenna Reilly’s running training program began last
month to prepare for the 39th Annual Beverly/Morgan Park
Ridge Run on Memorial Day, May 30. Interested participants
must sign a waiver and join her at 1:45 p.m. (8th period) on
Tuesdays and Thursdays for the next eight weeks.
AC Spirit Week was held last week: Monday, March 28
was Twin and Triplet Day; Tuesday, March 29 was Celebrity Day; Wednesday, March 30 was College/University Wear
Day; and Thursday, March 31 was Sports Team Day.
The 8th grade class trip to St. Louis has been cancelled due
to low participation.

TEACHER CHOSEN FOR GLOBAL TEACHERS PROGRAM
Social science teacher Ryan Berba is one of four Chicago
area recipients of The Koldyke Global Teachers program at
the Chicago Council on Global Affairs. The selective program will provide the opportunity for them to enhance and
enrich their classroom experience through increased knowledge of global issues. He will visit Australia to compare and
contrast the implementation of the International Baccalaureate Program in the distant country to that of Morgan Park
High School, exploring global education, the learning profile,
rubrics/criteria, curricular planning, among others. Berba will
travel to Melbourne in late July.

perfect
attendance

Perfect attendance students for the month of February:
Brian Dunn (11th grade, Ryan Vann (7th grade), Maryn Robinson (8th grade), Triniti Maye (10th grade)Naomi Evans
(9th grade), and Xavier Stamps (12th grade).

S

tudents with perfect
attendance, in February, had their names placed in
a drawing. One student from

each grade level was randomly
picked to win an attendance
incentive: a Morgan Park
emblazoned carry-all.
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Honor society closes in on
13 potential new members
Amber McKnight
and Kaylee Scholp

N

ational Honor Society
(NHS) recently identified a small number of students
to be candidates for induction
into the organization later this
spring.
Late last month, 13 candidates began a series of assessments to check their
qualifications for the academic
organization. Those on the list
are Marcel Ellis (871), Janell
Mason (811), Brianna Davis
(811), Morghan Radcliff (882),
Kyauna Smith (832), Vontrice
Bobo (761), Brian Dunn (761),

Amani Fashola (711), David
Street (711), Kiera Roseboro
(791), Naomi Cobbs (761), Daja
Williams (634), and Jarielle
Walton (631).
After filling out the NHS
application, the entire Morgan
Park staff was emailed a Google
Form, asking them to judge the
students regarding their level of
leadership, service, and character,
using a 4-point scale.
But it doesn’t end there.
“The adviser also checks
students attendance and asks
the Deans’ Office to check
records there,” NHS coordinator Marguerite Jung said. “At
this point, the faculty council—a

group of five teachers selected by
the principal—meet to evaluate all the information that has
been gathered by each candidate.
The information in the packet,
faculty input forms, reports on
attendance and discipline are all
considered. The council is looking for students who exemplify
the pillars of NHS: scholarship,
leadership, service and character.”
NHS has been around
nationally since 1921 and it’s
purpose is to recognize and
honor students that has shown

2 0 1 6

Congratulations
to those on the
first semester

HONOR ROLL
Sixteen Straight A Students

Please turn to page 4 for

NHS TO CHOSE
NEW MEMBERS

first semester
perfect attendance

Herring,
Michelle (7th)

Strongs,
Kenneth (7th)

Boyd,
Jaylen (9th)

Ellis,
Marcell (10th)

Roddy,
Makala (10th)

Warr,
Emerald (10th)

Williams,
Javion (10th)

Bynum,
Kalynn (11th)

Davis,
Rodney (11th)

Please turn to
page 6 for
Perfect attendance students for the first semester: Congratulations to the following
students who had perfect attendance for the first semester: (from left) Diamante Hare,
Dynasy Hare, Renay Harris, Dasia Hooks, Kaleia Maxey, Julius Randle, Daija Rice, and Kyra
Turner.

Street,
David (11th)

Alexander,
Sherell (12th)

HONOR
ROLL

EMPEHI News has ‘Superior’ overall newspaper
places fourth overall in journalism competition
T
he McCormick Foundation
and the Scholastic Press
Association of Chicago (SPAC) held
their annual media awards contest
for high school journalism, at which
EMPEHI News earned a total of
eight awards, three being a “superior”
rating, including the coveted Overall
Newspaper category.

SPAC comments for judging EMPEHI News (Oct. 2015,
above) as Superior:

Against the 14 other participating schools, both Chicago
public schools and local parochial
schools, EMPEHI News tied
Taft in the number of collected
awards among the 23 categories,
coming in fourth place behind
students at Lane Technical High
School who won first with the
most overall awards (17), fol-

lowed by Walter Payton (12), and
Marist (10).
Mustang reporters placed
fourth despite only being able to
enter work in 16 print-related
categories; the other areas for
judging are in electronic media,
such as broadcast and websiterelated journalism, both of which
MP has no presence. Lane
Tech earned five awards of their
awards in the electronic areas.
One particularly bright spot
in this year’s competition was the
publication’s return to Superior
for Overall Newspaper. Last year
the school didn’t even earn an
Excellent rating, while in 2014,
EMPEHI News racked up its
third straight top rating.
The only other schools to
also earn the top score in this
category were Steinmetz, Jones
College Prep, and Lane Tech.
Included in a PDF sum-

mary of the awards given at the
annual journalism conference are
judging comments that explain
why entries won and what can
be improved. EMPEHI News
was noted for its style and strong
news content.
“[There is a s]trong “look”
throughout – good use of photos
and graphics, some variety (but
not too much) in type faces and
size (but watch out for pages
with no photo or other graphic
element),” the comments state.
“Excellent localization of CPS
board decision on start time,
good explanation of the new
grading process resulting from IB
status. Very newsy, shows lots of
initiative and reporting.”
For Overall Newspaper
entry, judges wrote in the awards
booklet, which offers comments
for why entries earned—or

didn’t earn—specific awards, that
EMPEHI News features “good
contact, nice look, although front
page occasionally looks cluttered.
Robust sports section with good
variety in sports covered.”
Other journalism programs
that competed this year were
Jones (7), Mother McAuley (6),
Saint Viator (5), Whitney Young
(4), Phoenix (3), Pritzker (2), St.
Ignatius (2), and Mt. Carmel (1).
Staff members who won
Superior for their work this year
included Jonathan Thompson
(Sports Feature), Brandon Taylor
(Sports Photo), who earned
strong praise from the judges.
“Fantastic photo!” the comments announce in the summary. “Extremely effective use of

Please turn to page 5 for

COMPETITION
RESULTS
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Seniors must abide by policies for prom, graduation participation
By Amani Fashola
and Shontrell Ganier

A

s time cuts closer to
graduation, teachers and
students mentally and physically
must try to keep up with tough
rules and policies awaiting to be
followed.
Administration requires
seniors not only to be education-

ally on-track, but to have other
things in line. Assistant Principal
Rochelle Bryant stresses the importance of senior attendance.
“Students need to have a 90
percent or above attendance rate
and if they show improvement
from week 16 up until now,” Bryant
said, “and [if ] they’ve moved up to
a 90 percent [attendance rate] they
can go to prom. If not, they can’t.”

There are other things that
can lower attendance rates besides absences.
“Cuts add up to half-day
absences,” Bryant said. “Those
half day absences will then be a
part of your attendance rate.”
All seniors were presented
with a checklist, last month,
which needs to be filled out in
order to purchase prom and

graduation tickets. It assures that
students must be cleared in the
counselor’s office for FAFSA
(Free Application For Federal
Student Aid), the Deans Office
for discipline referrals, the Main
Office for school debt, and Attendance Office for attendance.
The students have until May
30 to complete this deadline, and
so far only about 10 percent of

the seniors have theirs completed.
Out of all the requirements,
FAFSA is perhaps the most
important in getting seniors to
the next level.
“I feel FAFSA is a good ad-

Please turn to page 6 for

SENIOR
ESSENTIALS

ONE-DAY STRIKE
Continued from page 1
and protests, including those at
Chicago State University and
Northeastern University, both
suffering from a severe lack of
state funding which threatens
their closure this semester.
Then, the climax of the day
was a rally and demonstration
for upwards of 5,000 demonstrators, according to reports,
starting at the Thompson Center
downtown. Around 5:30 p.m.,
the crowd started its march north
on Clark Street, then onward to
Lake Shore Drive, all during a
cold and heavy rain shower.
Multiple populist groups
participated in the march,
including Black Lives Matter,
protestors from local state universities, those seeking a rise
in the minimum wage, members of the Socialist Party, and
even supporters holding signs
from the Los Angeles teachers
union.
Various chants, including
“Rahm Emanuel’s got to go!”
could be heard, while others
held mock images of Governor
Bruce Rauner and the mayor,
plus picket signs demanding a
need for fairness in education
funding.

Strike wasn’t clear
until recent developments

In the weeks leading up
to the strike, there was some controversy even to the wording of
the Day of Action.
“Let’s get something
straight, it is not a walk-out,”
English teacher and CTU associate delegate Gerald Winston said. “A walk-out would
be totally illegal [be]cause that
would mean we have students
in the school and we left them
unsupervised. That could send us
to jail, and we are not trying to
go to jail.”
Then, on March 24, CPS
announced in a press release, that
Friday, April 1 would “not be a
normal school day,” and that “no
absence penalties for students
will be incurred” after a majority
of the CTU’s House of Delegates
voted for the “illegal one-day
strike.” The vote was 486 to 124
in favor.
The letter went on to provide details that more than 250
sites around the city would be
provided as locations to students
for “learning opportunities, as
well as physical education and
arts and crafts programming, and

all students who attend will be
provided with free breakfast and
lunch.”
Before the CPS press announcements were distributed,
explaining that absences wouldn’t
be counted against students,
some admitted that they were
confused as to whether not they
should come to school.
“I don’t know what to do
if teachers go on strike,” senior
Khristian Carter said. “I don’t
want to come to school, but if
this is going to be counted as
a day of attendance, then I am
most definitely coming to school.
I don’t want any absences that
can lead to my prom being taken
away.”
Some teachers were also
conflicted as the talk of a strike
grew louder. Some who spoke
with us either wanted to go on
strike in hopes of getting a better contract, or they didn’t want
to go on strike because they
didn’t want to risk losing any
more days of getting paid, referring to the three furlough days
the board surprised them with
as a new cost-cutting measure,
as well as the long unpaid summers off.
“Gosh, I really, really do not
want to go on strike,” AP literature teacher Kathlyn Hirst said.
“I mean, yes, I do not want that 7
percent to come out my pay, but
I think we need to get all the pay
we can during the school year,
especially since we don’t get paid
over breaks.”
School administrators understand the teachers’ concerns.
“I don’t think there’s a
teacher that doesn’t need their
full paycheck,” Assistant Principal Gail Tennial said, “but it’s
unfortunate that the CPS system
is in financial straits. In all fairness, I think it’s unfortunate
that teachers are actually being
penalized for the financial woes
of CPS.”
And money is at the heart
of this year’s conflict, as CPS has
used a series of budget cuts in an
attempt to close a $480 million
shortfall that they hoped would
have come from a state revenue
rescue.
Also sympathizing with
the teachers, one senior said she
understands the why they are
protesting.
“I think it is a good thing
that teachers are striking,” senior
Tamia Davis said. “I think it

Chicago teachers and other demonstrators march east on Wacker Drive during a rain shower,
protesting issues related to education funding and threats by Governor Rauner to have the state
take control of Chicago Public Schools.
sets a example to students that
we must stand up for what we
deserve.”
However, at least one
student was happy that teach-

ers’ planned to boycott for the
simple fact of having yet another
three-day weekend—one of three
straight between March and
April.

“I am glad that the teachers are going on strike,” senior
Devane Jackson said, days before
the strike. “I need another day of
rest.”

How did it come to this?
T

eachers have been
working without a
contract since the last one
expired on June 30, 2015.
Negotiations between CTU
and and CPS were ongoing,
despite three different budget
cuts that caused layoffs to
both teachers and support
staff; nearly $1 million has
been cut out of Morgan Park’s
budget alone, and some fear
that more may be to come.
Budget reductions have
come while CPS started the
school year, despite lacking
the revenue to actually pay for
it. In early August, the board
announced that it had closed
a $1.1 billion shortfall in its
$5.7 billion operating budget,
but was short $480 million in
pension relief that it hoped
would be provided by state
lawmakers. Governor Bruce
Rauner has been clear that he
has no plans to help CPS unless they agree to essentially
outlaw collective bargaining
for all public employees.
Then, in late March news
surfaced that a “serious” fouryear deal had been offered
by the district. Hope for a

resolution was quickly dashed
when the CTU’s Big Bargaining Team rejected the four-year
contract, arguing that contract
language allowed for workers’
benefits to be unenforceable, and
that they would be earning less
at the end of the contract than at
the beginning. Perhaps the biggest obstacle is that CPS wants
teachers to begin to pay the 7
percent pension pick-up that the
district currently pays.
Now, it’s unclear exactly
what will happen next, although
the clock is ticking toward a lateMay train wreck.
Here’s what’s expected:
A third-party fact-finder is to
provide a report of recommendations on Saturday, April 16 (the
week of spring break), which
both the CTU and CPS will
have 15 days to accept or reject,
according to a Catalyst Chicago
web story.
“If accepted, the recommendations would become the new
labor contract,” the March 31
Catalyst story explains. “If either
side rejects a settlement proposed
by the panel, the union could go
on strike after a 30-day waiting
period. In all, the process could

take up to 45 days,” or by
Tuesday, May 31.
What could help spark
another, more extended strike
(if no contract is agreed upon),
would be if CPS CEO Forrest
Claypool makes good on his
threat around that time to end
the 7 percent pension pickup, essentially cutting teacher
paychecks by the same amount.
But these are just bumps
in the road compared to what is
looming on the horizon, as an
even bigger deficit is projected
for the 2016-17 school year,
according to a January report by
Fitch Ratings, which rates municipal bonds that the district
depends on to raise money.
“CPS has identified a $1.1
billion budget gap for fiscal
2017, which it proposes to be
addressed with a mixture of
increased funding from the
state, increased local funding,
a new $170 million pension
levy (requires state legislative approval), and negotiated
employee benefit restructuring,”
the Fitch report states, but adds
ominously, “If any of these are
not realized, school funding
cuts would be implemented.”
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POSITIVE MUSTANG
Continued from page 1
Smith hopes that this will
help the city improve.
“I just wanted Chicago to have
a positive light [despite] all the violence that was going on, so I wanted
Chicagoans to be proud of where
they come from,” Smith said. “I
think it will promote anti-violence
because that’s the meaning of my
brand, so if more people know the
meaning of the shirt within itself,
I feel like that’s promoting antiviolence within itself.”
Smith’s proud mother stands
behind the campaign.
“The message is clear,” Eraina
Smith said. “Chicago is much better than Chiraq. Now is the time
for the majority of Chicagoans to
stand up and represent. ‘Straight
from the Go.’ All good things
come from Chicago. Everyone
should be promoting the brand,
slogan and movement.”
And practically everyone
is, as the media, local celebrities, and businesses are talking
about and promoting the positive
movement Smith sparked.
The soon-to-be graduate has
been a guest on WLS-TV’s “Windy
City Live” program and CBS Channel 2 News, a guest at the Black
Women’s Expo, had numerous news
stories published, and has had so
many requests for interviews that she
has had to turn some down.
It’s great to see a teenager
start something with a message
that isn’t negative, one of the
school’s deans said.
“Well, I love to see students
take initiative to help make
positive change,” said Edward
McKnight, a dean of students.
“Raven’s campaign highlights
importance of anti-violence in
Chicago. This is very important

The Lady Mustangs wearing their set of “Straight from the Go” shirts during warm-ups at last month’s IHSA Class 3A championship
finals series.
because we really need to see
violence in Chicago reduced.”
One student only sees good
things in the Smith’s movement.
“I campaign for the campaign; I’m 100 percent behind
it,” said Aaron Leftridge, a senior
student.
Smith plans for years of
positivity in her city, while selling
shirts between $14.99 and $29.99.
“I think it will last a long
time,” Smith said. “I mean, as long
as Chicago last because it’s also
a pro-Chicago line, so as long as
Chicago’s here I feel like it’s going
to be here, and in the future I just
plan on making more apparel, like
jackets, hoodies, etc.”
Smith’s mother has great
visions for the campaign.
“In five years, I see ‘Straight
from the Go’ on billboards and

train stations,” she said. “I envision a ‘Straight from the Go’ day
where people unite and recognize
those who have been harmed by
gun violence. I see ‘Straight from
the Go’ replacing the slogan Chiraq. I see children being proud
to say, “I’m straight from the
Go,” and finally, I see the schools
supporting it and encouraging
students to embrace it, similar
to the phrase… ‘United for all.’
To make Chicago and the world
better, we must all unite and live
in harmony with all mankind.”
Leftridge thinks that the
movement might create some
change.
“I feel it will have an impact
on a lot of people,” he said.
McKnight plans to help
Smith’s campaign move further.
“I think Raven is doing an

excellent job already in promoting the slogan and campaign,”
McKnight said. “Of course I will
continue to support her in any
way I can.”
Although her story has been
widely covered in the media, this
effort isn’t just some egotistic way
to be famous.
“It’s not just about 15-minutes of fame,” she said. “It’s a
deeper cause. Violence is something serious and everybody in
Chicago is affected even if it’s
not your close relatives, cousins,
or friends; everybody is affected
by it. It’s a meaning behind it. It’s
more important than just fame; I
don’t really care about the fame,
it’s about the message.”
“Straight from the Go” is
remarkably influential; therefore,
Smith’s movement is significantly

nationwide.
“I’ve met the alderman and I
met Father Pfleger, [who is a Roman Catholic priest and a social
activist],” she said. “He’s a really
important figure. He’s a very
important person to know within
the anti-Chiraq or anti-violence
movement. And he has a shirt [as
well].”
Smith’s mother also heard
proper recognition about the
movement.
“I was informed by Dr. Epps
that the mayor called to wish Raven well,” Smith said. “However, we
did not speak to him directly nor
have we met with him. The alderman of Englewood, David Moore,
started promoting the movement
when it was first launched. He put
it on his Facebook page and wore
the shirt proudly.”

must respond to, according to
junior Keira Roseboro.
“First you have to list all
co-curricular activities, leadership positions, service activities,
community activities and work /
job experience from 9th to your
current grade,” she wrote in a text
message. “After all of that, you
must read and meet all requirements for NHS, some being you
must maintain a 3.0 to 4.0 GPA,
and you must not have more than
a certain number of tardies.”
The requirements for acceptance are strictly enforced,
as some, like junior Samonhi
Jackson, discovered to her disappointment.
“I wanted to apply to NHS
because it looks good on college
applications [since] it has a lot of
involvement with the school and
other students,” she said. “Not
only that, I felt and still do feel
that I’m a good fit to be in NHS,
but the fact that my GPA is .2
points away from the requirement held me back, and that’s
okay, it just means I need to work
harder to get in next year.”

Successful applicants must
have at least a 3.6 out of a 4.0
cumulative GPA and be in the
top 12.5 percent of the class, according to the NHS link on the
Morgan Park website. A list of
seven bullet points provide more
information regarding requirements.
With the leave of absence
of the former NHS coordinator,
things were delayed for last year’s
applicants. Many students were
concerned with their eligibility,
but things started to get back on
track when Jung took over.
“We are in the process of
rebuilding the NHS chapter
here at MPHS,” the sponsor and English teacher said.
“This fall, four seniors were
inducted. This is an unusual
time of year for an induction;
however, since no induction
was held last year, seniors only
were considered in October/
November. Traditionally there
is one induction per year and it
is held in the spring. The exact
date of the induction is TBA,
but it will be in May.”

NHS TO CHOOSE NEW MEMBERS
Continued from page 3
excellence in academics, service, character, and leadership.
The organization chooses their
members mainly based on their
academic level and their extracurricular activities inside and
out of school.
Students receive letters, to

first, find out if they are eligible
for the program according to
Kaylyn Willis, president of
NHS.
“Once you find out you are
eligible you have about a week to
fill out an application,” she said.
“The application is basically for

you to present yourself as the
well rounded candidate NHS
needs. Not only through academics but through things such as
service and extracurricular activities as well.”
There are numerous specific
questions potential applicants

COMPETITION RESULTS
Continued from page 3
panning to capture the action
of the race, as well as the
determination of the athletes.
Well-done!”
Those who earned Excellent recognition were Kamari
Moore and Kiara Mason
(News Story and Humorous Article), Koi Lacey and
Tariq Harding (Sports News),
and Tubuka Evans (Editorial
Cartoon). EMPEHI News
also earned an Excellent for
Overall Layout.
After taking the Me-

tra at 7:30 a.m. to the LaSalle
Street Station, the group’s first
stop was the SPAC meeting
at Roosevelt University where
they were served breakfast and
where able to attend different workshops about how to
become journalist. Some topics
included Creative Ways to
Blog Your Stories, Generating
Stories, and The Power of Good
Photos.
At 9:30 a.m., the write-off
competition (news, features,
editorial, and sports) was held

where the students were
given some facts and quotes.
Students in each category
had to develop a story of
no more than 250 words in
under one hour based on the
information given. Lacey,
Amber McKnight, and
Jacob Bonds, all competed
but no one took home first
place.
By 12:30 p.m., all of the
students and advisors met at
the Chicago Cultural Center
for a luncheon and awards.
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College letters are arriving, but not all are the welcoming kind
By Jarielle Walton

S

eniors have had mixed
experiences with their
acceptance to college with either
hitting the nail on the head with
their first choice or rerouting their
plans due to unexpected denial.
The soon-to-be college
freshmen have been granted
a variety of options to choose
from for school based off their
acceptance.
“I’ve applied to about four
schools and been accepted,”
senior Antwan Jones said. “I’m
nervous about where to go,
though.
Acceptance rates vary
widely; it all depends on the
school. U.S. News and World
Report published a list of college
rates. Those that are really tough
to gain admittance include Stanford University (5.1 percent),
Yale University (6.3 percent), and
the University of Chicago (8.8
percent).
Then there are other schools
that appear to have a requirement
that applicants have a pulse and
little else, boasting 100 percent
admittance rates: Granite State
and Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
College, among others. How
about Grand View University
(98.7 percent), Trinity International University (97 percent), or
Governors State University (94.3
percent)?
Senior Shayuana Harris said
she has been accepted to a variety
of schools.
“Purdue, SIUE, DePaul,
Valparaiso, Notre Dame, just to
name a few,” she said.
Unfortunately, though, some

Yea! A letter of success!
seniors aren’t attending their first
choice.
“My first choice was UIC
and I didn’t get accepted,” senior
Jessica Barber said, “so I’m just
rerouting my plans and I’m going to attend a junior college, I
guess.”
Due to the unexpected denial, they’re now expanding their
options..
“I had already made up my
mind where I was committing
to until I received my letter of
denial from Michigan,” senior
Jailah Tucker. “Now I’m trying to
find the next best fit for me.”
While those who did get
into where they wanted to go,
they have gotten the ball rolling.
“I’ve already reserved my
spot on JSU campus,” senior
Charles Berry said. “Now I’m
seeking a clean cut roommate.”
During this process, students
applied to the same schools hoping to be close together since far
from home.
“Xavier was my first choice,”
Harris said. “My brother [Lyric
Knowles] will also be in attending with me and we’re 15
minutes away from our brother,
Dominique Jones. I’m with my

SENIOR ESSENTIALS
Continued from page 4
vantage for kids to take,” senior
Natalie Bibbs said, “because it
helps you out with schooling and
not every parent can really afford
college like that and sometimes
debt can wipe you out like clean
your pockets.”
Sherell Alexander, also a
senior, agreed with Bibbs.
“FAFSA is important because it gives us the money that
we might not have,” she said.
Even though it seems
FAFSA is so important, some
students don’t believe so, including senior Ericka Wnek.
“I think that having to file
for FAFSA is kind of a dumb requirement,” Wnek said, “because
not everybody is going to get
money.”
Outside of attendance and
FAFSA, there are many other
thing that can cause students to
be withdrawn from these events
such as student conduct.
“No suspensions due to serious disruptive behavior including but not limited to excessive
tardies, fight or use of/possession
of drugs or weapons, gross disrespect toward faculty or staff, and
unauthorized exits from school,”

Bryant said.
This does not intimidate
many students. Most of them
are trying hard to stay on track
for graduation, including senior
Lauren Steels.
“Keeping out of trouble as
I’ve been doing from my freshman year,” Steels said, “is the
most important way to stay on
track at a school like Morgan
Park.”
Alexander is also pushing for
a good finish to end her senior
year.
“I will focus more on getting
my work completed,” she said,
“and I will receive exceptional
grades on tests, quizzes, summatives, and finals. I will also
work hard to increase my GPA
and reach the number of credits
needed to pass for the year.”
Although many students
may not agree with the pressure
of senior year ending, senior Tyra
DePillars believes it should only
be motivation to move forward.
“I believe all students should
be glad the school is pushing us
to get money for school,” she
said. “You can’t graduate if you’re
academically not up to date.”

family in the environment I want
to be in.”
Yet others still remain
indecisive with their decision
of attendance with and without
their top choices.
“I’ve been accepted to my
first choice, Lincoln Memorial
University,” senior Jabar Johnson
said. “But I’m still unsure if there
is where I’ll commit.”
Seniors say that this process
has taken a toll on them with
the different opinions and has
clouded their original judgement.
“I’ve done my own research
on colleges,” Johnson said. “Yet,

the help and opinions of my parents and trying to consider my
wants have steered me to change
my mind numerous times.”
Jailah said that the money
plays a huge roll in the decision
making process for colleges.
“Being accepted to schools
in and out of state can have its
perks,” Tucker said. “But we have
to reconsider our options if the
money for the cost of tuition isn’t
met.”
In fact, tuition is at an all
time high. According to the College Board, the average cost of
tuition and fees for the 2015–

2016 school year was $32,405.
However, students have options to help prevent great debt
after college such as work studies,
grants, loans, and scholarships.
For students who feel as if
they don’t or won’t qualify for large
amounts of money to help pay for
school, look to enlisting in the different branches of the military.
“I don’t want to waste my
time on this process to be disappointed,” senior Kariq Minor
said. “I’ve decided to join the
Navy; make money without
going to college with the the
knowledge already obtained.”

First semester

HONOR ROLL

continued
from page 3

Straight A Students continued
No photo
available:
Jacob
Williams
(9th).
Barber,
Jessica (12th)

Goosby,
Charday (12th)

Nelson,
Hannah (12th)

Williams,
Daja (12th)

All A’s and B’s Students
Seventh Graders

Contreras, Gladys
Dillard, Teri
Dixon-Younger, Emani
Ellis, Marshall
Hanna, Jordan
Holloway, Kayla
Jones, Michyah
London, Brynne
Milton, Bonita
Minniefield, Aiyanna
Miranda, Alexia
Nasser, Sofuan
Oliver, Maxwell
Quinn, Meagan
Randle, Julius
Shelton, Kejaha
Stokes, Symone
Thomas-Kadirifu, Ayodele
Washington, Laura
Wooden, Miyah

Eighth Graders
Bacon, Sarah
Butler, Dajona

Ninth Graders

Bragg, Briana
Bynum, Najee
Chandler, Javohn
Hubbardmunir, Malakhi
Johnson, Jasmine
Morrow, Nazlah
Rainey, Zoe
Thompson, Xavier
Turner, Kyra
Wheeler, Chanel

10th Graders

Alderson, Corey
Banks, Travis

Betancourt, Angela
Bradford, Christian
Brown, Coriana
Brown, Daniel
Calvin, Karrion
Christmas, Keyonna
Davies, Stephan
Davis, Brianna
Davis, Keymani
Dickerson, Demaria
Graham, Kelsey
Hare, Diamante
Hill, Nia
Jackson, Janelle
Jeffries, Ladesa
Lee, Toyia
Mason, Janell
Maye, Triniti
McCormick, KaNya
Moss, Briasya
Radcliffe, Morghan
Robinson, Kobie
Smith, Amira
Smith, Kyauna
Stewart, Kayla
Strong, Olivia
Thompson, Kalyn
Walker, Brianna
Weatherspoon, Latrena
White, Kayla
Wright, Kelsi

11th Graders

Addison, Nyah
Ballard, Perriel
Bobo, Vontrice
Brandt, Amara
Brown, Rashawnta
Carter, Laniece
Cobbs, Naomi
Dowdell, Kapri

Dunn, Brian
Fashola, Amani
Hubanks, Kristen
Jackson, Porsha
Lacey, Koi
Mason, Kyren
Mills, Desire
Rice, Daija
Roberts, Kyren
Tennort, Rushton

12th Graders

Allen, Asia
Barrett, Elexus
Bogan, Tiayanna
Bonds, Jacob
Brown, Grafton
Cage, Deja
Cattage, Ashleigh
Charles, Shamia
Davis, Tamia
Franklin, Lashaun
Ganier, Shontrell
Gilbert, Paul
Gordon, Marquionna
Hardy, Jelani
Harris, James
Harris, Renay
Hill, Destiny
Jackson, Jada
Jones, Nefertia
Knowles, Lyric
Laponte, Tylasia
Quinn, Morgan
Randall, Jarrin
Sanders, Camry
Steels, Lauren
Story, Nico
Taggart, Khiry
Taylor, Keyaira
Witcher, Cyera
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April opens with day for pranksters
By Shamia Charles

A

pril Fools’ Day, the one
day, with the exception of Halloween, where it’s
relatively acceptable to act like a
complete idiot. It’s the day that
pranksters live for.
The most popular theory is
that April Fools’ Day began in
the 1500s when France adopted
the Gregorian calendar, shifting
New Year celebrations from late
March to January, according to
the Huffington Post website.
According to the History.
com, English pranksters began
popularizing the annual tradition
by playing practical jokes on one
another in the 1700s. The exact
origin still remains a mystery.
These early pranks incorporated the use of a paper fish
being place on the backs of the
unsuspecting. “These included
having paper fish placed on their
backs and being referred to as
“poisson d’avril” (April fish),
said to symbolize a young, easily
caught fish and a gullible person,”
the history website explains.
It was also believed that the
day is tied to the arrival of spring.
“There’s also speculation that
April Fools’ Day was tied to the
vernal equinox,” according to the
website, “or first day of spring in
the Northern Hemisphere, when
Mother Nature fooled people with
changing, unpredictable weather.”
From Roman Atwood and
FouseyTube, YouTube phenomenons, to the mediocre classroom
pranksters that like to pull chairs
from under people, it’s the one
day that’s designed for the goofs
like them.
On the other hand, a lot

C

of people don’t look forward to
April Fools Day. They think it’s
immature, unreasonable, and
most of them have had bad experiences this day of the year.
“I think April Fools’ Day
is for childish people,” senior
Whitney Jarvis said. “The older
we get, the more annoying and
irritating the pranks get.”
Others think it unacceptable
if you know the person you’re
pranking personally.
“You should not go all out
[on April Fools’ Day], especially
if you know the person,” senior
Lance Williams said.
April Fools’ Day is the day

that older siblings wait patiently to hoax the younger. Some
pretend like the younger was
adopted, others simply like to pretend their household is haunted.
“I got the old prank about
my parents leaving me [behind],”
Williams said. “I thought they
left me and my cousins made me
cry. Now that I think about it, it’s
funny, but before it was terrifying.”
Others siblings go to the
extreme, like including insects
into their evil schemes.
“My brother put a centipede
in my bed, knowing I’m afraid of
spiders,” Jarvis said. “He wasn’t
afraid to pick it up.”

Presidential candidates cause voters angst
By Destiny White
and Sinclaire Reeves

V

oters have strong feelings
about the recent presidential primary election. They
are really concerned because
the candidates who are running
might not be a good fit for the
next presidency.
Although Donald Trump
won in the Illinois Primary election with nearly 39 percent of
Republican support, and Hillary
Clinton won over 50 percent
of Democrats, it doesn’t appear
that either have a lock on getting
their party’s nomination this
summer.
However, at least one teacher
and voter doesn’t like the choices
available.
“I think right now it looks
like Donald Trump and Hillary
Clinton will be the ones who
win their party’s election,” social
science teacher Alvin James said.
“I don’t know which one is going to win, but I can tell you it’s
probably going to be us [Democratic party] who lose because I
don’t want either one of them to

Dream on for
delicious delivery
to school door
By Darrielle Whitaker

Google offered plenty of April Fools jokes this year, including
a fully developed web page advertising “Google Cardboard,”
which “combines everything you love about virtual reality headsets with everything you love about reality.” Notice that it’s just
a clear plastic box for your face.

be president.”
However, some Democrats
are really rooting for Clinton
because of her association with
President Obama.
“Hopefully Hillary wins,
because I think she going to
continue on with what President
Obama has started and keep
moving forward,” social science
teacher William Collins said.
Even though Sanders is a
bit behind Clinton in the polls,
his campaign has a tremendous
number of supporters.
“I did vote for Bernie, but
it was a last minute decision in
the polling booth,” journalism
teacher Keith Majeske said. “I
was about to vote for Hillary, but
didn’t because I want her to take
notice of some of the positions
that Bernie Sanders is promoting.”
The voters who are rooting
for Bernie are concerned that if
they vote for him in the primary,
he probably won’t beat Trump in
the fall election.
“When I took a [recent]
survey, it actually said I lined
up more with the philosophy

of Bernie,” said a teacher who
requested to be anonymous. “I
voted for Hillary simply because
I think she has a better chance of
leading that party into a win as
opposed to Bernie; I don’t think
Bernie can get the votes.”
There are lots of issues that
cause Collins some anxiety about
what could happen with the next
president.
“[One thing I’m concern
about is] Universal Health
Care, because I know the Republicans want to cancel that
altogether, and I think it’s a
good thing,” Collins said. “[And
there are] the terrorists issues…
[and] the immigration has to
be fixed and worked on…so
those are really my top three
concerns.”
What if Trump were to win
the presidency? Some fear for the
worst.
“I would really be worried
about World War III,” Majeske
said. “He is a egomaniac. Instead
of resorting to the diplomacy in
an overseas situation with China
or Russia, I think he would try to
be [tough] and launch nukes.”
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ould you imagine
having something
other than sawdust chicken
patties and flavorless psuedoburgers for lunch in the
cafeteria? What if you could
just order out from, oh, I don’t
know, Five Guys Burgers and
Fries, Top Notch, or Beggar’s
Pizza?
Okay, I’m just dreaming,
but for many students, eating
only Aramark-provided phony-food is a real nightmare.
Senior Montana Reid
said that the school food is
awful, and that she sometimes
has to go a whole school day
without eating because she
doesn’t eat the school lunch
everyday.
“Most students don’t eat
the school lunch because it’s
nasty,” she said. “They feed
us the same thing everyday
which is pointless because no
one eats it.”
Suffering students say
that they understand that the
school has set the rule to not
allow students to have food
delivered.
“I think the school
doesn’t allow it because they
don’t know what’s in the
food,” senior Marquionna
Gordon said. “A lot of students have allergy problems
and the food may not even be
sanitary.”
And greasy pizza puffs,
cheesy deep dish pizza, and
fattening deep fried chicken

wouldn’t exactly fall under
the healthy meal restrictions
Chicago public schools must
abide by.
What most students
would order wouldn’t make
it past the CPS food police,
according to senior Miranda
Reynolds.
“Outside food is not delivered to the school because
people believe the food it’s
unhealthy,” she said, “and the
school has the responsibility
of your health during school
hours and in school.”
And administration has
said in the past that no food
can be delivered because it
would cause a major disruption at the entrance. Just
imagine a line of delivery
people trying to serve hundreds of hungry kids at the
security entrance!
Some students regretfully
understand.
“I think it would be
too much of a problem to
control,” senior Taylor Walker
said. “It would be hard for the
staff and security to have the
students in control and have
control over what they eat.The
security and other staff already
do too much because we bring
in our lunches with canned or
bottled juices, so this would
really make them trip.”
But we can dream.
There are students that gave
examples of where and what

Please turn to page 8 for

DREAM ON

Truestar holds
magazine pep rally

Varsity Mustang basketball player
Jarrin Randle takes a selfie while surrounded by guests invited to a pep
rally to celebrate the senior being
featured on the cover of the Winter
2016 issue of Truestar magazine,
a student produced quarterly publication. The Truestar
editorial team voted on their favorite Chicago, or Chi-Town,
couples for a feature story on relationship advice. (Photo
by Briaizha Steele).

08
A p r i l

2 0 1 6

FEATURES
EMPEHI News

Some saying ‘90s were all that and a bag of chips
By Camry Sanders

W

ho doesn’t love asymmetrical hairstyles or
high-waisted jeans? Champion
jackets, bomber jackets, and Puma
shoes? Practically anyone who has
a sense of style and taste.
A number of publications,
including Time magazine, have
recently run melancholy feature
stories about how wonderful the
time was 30 years ago. The New
York Times ran an editorial in
February entitled, “The Best Decade Ever? The 1990s, Obviously.”
The opinion story goes on
to list reasons why it just might
be true: The U.S. economy was
growing at a steady 4 percent
a year, the unemployment rate
was effectively zero (4 percent),
household income grew 10 percent (it’s shrunk nearly 9 percent
since 2001)—it just seemed like
something of a utopia.

Today’s kidz again wearing urban ‘90s-inspired clothing.
“By the end of the decade,
in fact, there was so much good
news — a federal budget surplus,
dramatic reductions in violent
crime (the murder rate in the
United States declined by 41
percent),” the editorial reads.
“The Soviet empire collapsed,
global nuclear Armageddon
ceased to be a thing that worried anyone very much, and the

nations of Eastern Europe were
mostly unchained.”
And then, of course, George
W. Bush was elected in president
in 2000, terrorists attacked the
U.S. on 9/11, the world economy
collapsed in 2007, and—well, you
know where we are today.
Many here at Morgan Park
are lovers of the 1990s, although
they love different aspects of it.

Lollapalooza is this summer’s
hot music-lovers ticket
By Jaharha Pryor

G

ood music, good food,
good weather, and
good vibes. What’s not to love
about that? This can all be
found at perhaps Chicago’s
biggest musical event of the
year: Lollapalooza.
This year’s Lollapalooza
is the 25th year of the summer
music festival in Grant Park,
which was first held in 1991.
However, no concert was held
from 1998-2002 nor in 2004
due to low ticket sales.
The coveted tickets went
on sale late last month, with
music fans scurrying for the
highly valued tickets. Fourday general admission passes
($335 each) went on sale at
10 a.m. and sold out in under
an hour. One-day passes, also
sold out, cost $120.
If you still want to attend,
there are some tickets available,
but they of the VIP variety
and substantially more expensive: Four-day tickets with
“special access and amenities,”
according to the Lollapalooza
website, are $2,200, while oneday VIP’s are $650.
The festival has typically run for three days, but
organizers added the fourth
to celebrate the anniversary.
It’s expected to reach their
daily capacity of 100,000, and
several of those will include
some of MP’s music-loving
students.
“I bought a four-day
pass,” said senior Camry
Sanders, who will be attending the festival for the second
year in a row. “I wanted to
be able to experience all four

Chicago’s Lollapalooza is perhaps Chicago’s biggest music
party of the year. (Source: Lollapalooza.com)
days since this the first time
they’ve ever done this in their
25-year history.”
With over 170 artists and
bands playing on eight stages,
some students are really excited
for the very diverse lineup.
“I’m looking forward to
seeing Lana Del Rey, The 1975,
Kehlani, and Melanie Martinez,”
senior Unique Boyd said.
When the concert was
first organized in ’91, it was a
relatively small music festival
that featured alternative rock
bands, including Jane’s Addiction, Siouxsie and The Banshees,
Living Colour, Nine Inch Nails,
Fishbone, and a few others.
Also, the tour didn’t play in
Chicago that year; it was held at
the World Music Theater in Tinley Park for the only Illinois date.
In fact, Lolla, which was initially
just a two-day festival, performed
in Tinley Park until 2005 when it
changed from a traveling festival
into a multi-date show in a single
location (Grant Park, Chicago).
Although advertised as a
fun, carefree weekend with good
music, there are some negatives
of the festival. For Sanders, it’s

the food.
“I don’t like how overpriced the food is,” she
complained. “I bought a pizza
for $5 and it was the size of a
small chicken pot pie. I also
don’t like how long the lines
the water refilling stations can
be, and after waiting for so
long, the water is hot because
it’s already hot outside.”
For Boyd, it’s the disorderly people.
“I don’t like the crowds
and all the intoxicated people
who don’t know how to
handle themselves,” she said.
Everyone wasn’t so lucky
to secure tickets for Lollapalooza.
“I couldn’t get through on
the website at all,” senior Jessica
Barber said. “I had the website
pulled up for at least an hour
before they went on sale.”
Some people, although
with no ticket purchased, still
plan on attending.
“I’m going to look around
the internet for a ticket,” Barber said. “I would really like to
experience what everyone has
been raving about.”

Recently, popstar Rihanna
and socialite Kylie Jenner have
signed deals with Puma to
bring back retro styles from the
period. Rihanna’s Puma Creepers
sold out in three hours back in
September, apparently furthering
people’s interest in bringing the
‘90s back.
Senior and ‘90s fanatic
Unique Boyd voiced her admiration of the era.
“What I like about the ‘90s
is the music,clothes, and fashion
mainly,” she said. “I try to do
the whole high waisted pants
and converse with plaid flannels shindig as tribute. In the
‘90s people cared about stuff, but

not name brand stuff like today,
all that name brand head to toe
is unnecessary, and back then
they just wore whatever they felt
comfortable in.”
There is no doubt about it
that the ‘90s have been making a
comeback. With the resurrection
Fuller House (a spin-off of the
29-year-old sitcom Full House),
the return popularity of puffy
bomber jackets, grunge chokers, plaid flannels, and colorful
crop tops, it brings back a sense
of nostalgia for senior seminar

Please turn to page 9 for
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BAM CEREMONY
Continued from page 1
[perspective] on life and what
needs to be done to be a
man,” he said.
Before joining the group,
Jones thought it wouldn’t
have much of an impact,
but now, looking back, it’s
changed him for the better.
“When I first joined
BAM, I thought nothing
would change because I knew
it all, but as time went on I
learned a lot about myself
and how I could change my
ways,” Jones said.
When Morgan Park
wanted to invest in a honest,
leadership program, BAM
Counselor Michael Anderson
was the first to take the job.
“The purpose was to
create a program to have
dropout and gang violence
prevention for our young
men,” he said.
Morgan Park was chosen

because BAM has a partnership with CPS and felt it
was a good school that could
showcase the program well.
Anderson teaches his
young men by thinking of
himself.
“How am I a man of integrity? How am I respectful
to women? When you teach
them and they get stronger,
I get stronger too,” he said.
“Everybody sticks out to me,
everyone has gone through
a change, some bigger than
others but everyone has been
interested in doing their work
with the core values.”
As I asked some BAM
men what they learned the
most from the program, it
would be integrity.
“My counselor told me
the only lie,” some remarked,
“is the one you’re telling
yourself.”

DREAM ON
Continued from page 7
they would like to order food
from and have it delivered to the
school during their lunch time.
“I would order Popeye’s fried
chicken, fried shrimp, macaroni,
any fast food,” Reid said.
Gordon, on the otherhand,
said, “I would order pizza, Italian beefs, and sandwiches from
Nick’s Gyros.”
But senior Charles Berry has
his local favorite.
“I would get Harold’s chicken
throughout the whole week,” he
said. “My order would be a five
piece with fries and extra mild
sauce. Harold’s is my favorite type
of chicken besides Popeyes; it’s
just naturally good and the mild
sauce is just amazing.”
Mmmmmm.
With all that in mind, senior
Breanna Nalls said that the
school should at least give the
students freedom to go out and
get their lunch at restaurants and
come back to the school, or there

will be penalties attached to their
attendance.
“The school could trust us
enough to let us go get our lunch
because everybody doesn’t eat the
school lunch,” she said, “and for
those who don’t come back to the
school after their lunch time is
over, then they should be penalized for it.”
On the other hand, senior
Berry said that the school should
just let us leave the school on our
lunch period and just excuse the
students if they don’t come back
on time, because they’ve already
stayed the whole day in school.
“The security and staff
just wants control over us,” he
said. “They treat us as if we’re
prisoners and they’re holding
us hostage from food. We don’t
like everything that the school
provides for us, some of us are
allergic to most of the food and
we go a whole day without eating
until we leave school.”
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Friends offer advice on how to plan the best birthday
By Elexus Barrett
and Andre Johnson

T

alk about a milestone!
Birthdays are often
intensely anticipated for many,
and some go out of their way to
do special things for their good
friends on their b-day.
When celebrating a good
friend’s birthday, many take it as
far as throwing a party or going
out somewhere to make their
good friend feel special on their
b-day.
“Okay, step-by-step, the first
thing I would do is start planning
a surprise party, then I would
think of the perfect flavor of cake
and gift to give to have for my
friend,” senior Jasmine McGruder said. “After that, of course, I
would go get the perfect cake
and gift. Finally, I would surprise
my good friend with a turnt
party that she would remember
for the rest of her life.”

Some people even considered doing special things to
please their friend.
“I would throw the party at
an extravagant place like a ballroom,” McGruder said, “because
I would want my good friend
to know that they are special to
me and I would decorate with
a theme to make the party even
more special.”
Some say a special present is
a must.
“I feel like I’m obligated
to get my friend a good gift,”
McGruder said, “so there’s no
question I would have to get my
good friend a gift. I would get
my friend some jewelry, for sure.
I would pick out something that
has a matching pair so me and
my friend could have something
to wear together.”
Some make sure that their
good friend is pleased with an
exciting surprise party.
“I would make sure that he

‘90S WERE FLY
Continued from page 8

Librarian Kandice Morgan had
it all goin’ on in this 1990s
photo, working both her pager
and--gasp--ginormous cell
phone.
teacher Kandice Morgan.
“I miss the music, fashion,
the shows were great, we just had
a good time,” Morgan said. “If I
could go back I would just enjoy
the time, the basketball games
and Taste of Chicago were all hot,
compared to now it’s like, ugh.
I used to have the silk bomber
jacket and I see a lot of the girls
wearing them now. I saw a girl
with a onesie top and it looked
like the very same shirt I wore in
1994, and I’m like this is amazing,
my whole life is coming back.”
While some may think the
‘90s making a comeback is an
amazing, some think that the new
generation will never match the
originality of the iconic era, like
English teacher Vera Williams.
“I see a lot of followers today,” Williams said. “A lot of kids
are not as original as they were
back then; kids are not as original
[today]. Kids weren’t afraid to be
different and stand up and dream
instead of just following everyone else’s dream. I feel so bad
and I try to teach my kids and
have those conversations about
originality. You don’t have to do

what your friends are doing, you
don’t just have to be part of the
in crowd.”
High school in the ‘90s was
much different than it is now.
There were no distractions like
iPhones and Twitter beefs. One
could enjoy a peaceful family
dinner without scrolling down
their Instagram feed.
Gym teacher Michael Berger reminisced on his fantabulous
time during his high school days.
“Well there were no cell
phones,” Berger said. “Your parent had a cell phone in their car;
that was about as cell-phoney
as it got. You had a big [Sony]
Discman [that played CDs]
because we couldn’t listen to
music in class like you guys do.
And to look something up on the
Internet, you actually had to look
it up in the computer lab. Email
was just getting started. Technologically, it was a lot different.”
Things have become far
more complicated over the decades since then, even something
like traveling through an airport.
“You could get on a plane
without security hassling you—it
was before 9/11,” he said.
Berger also said that the
country seemed to be on the
verge of a utopia.
“Before the Iraq War, the
economy was good and everybody thought it was going to
keep getting better.”
All in all many people miss
the ‘90s because it was a wonderful time not only for great music,
influential tv shows, and colorful
clothes, but also sports.
Psychology teacher Ryan
Berba loved the sports of the ‘90s.
“I miss the 90s sports,”
Berba said. “Michael Jordan and
the Chicago Bulls. It was fun to
watch;not saying that the athletes aren’t great now but, it was
just more exciting.”

or she has everything they want
and need, and I would also buy
my friend a gift to make them
feel special,” senior Kaila Murphy
said. “Also, I would send a group
message telling everybody they
should come out and celebrate.”
While some say they would
have their special friend party at
a more private place to keep the
peace.
“I would have my friends
party at a more fancier place like
a private restaurant or gala, so
it wouldn’t disturb the peace,”
senior Johnna Chambers said.
“Also, I want my friend to be able
to enjoy their birthday and have
the time of their life.”
Some even consider celebrating by doing simple things
that will still please their friend.
“I would pick something they
would like to do such as go-kart

riding, shopping, out to eat or
something like that,” Murphy said.
Instead of throwing a party
and celebrating with many people, some take the opportunity
to have an intimate get together
and share meaningful moments
with their friend.
“I wouldn’t throw a party,
because I would want it to be a
personal thing, just us bonding,”
senior Linda Bennett said.
So, it can be reasonably said
that the celebration of a good
friend’s birthday can make a
huge difference in a friendship.
“When my friend recognizes
all that I’ve done for him/her, he
or she will be sure to remember
how good of a friend I was later in
our friendship. “ McGruder said.
So, what is to be expected
inside of an ideal surprise b-day
party?

“When I went to a surprise
birthday party, it was pretty much
a success,” senior Tyra Harrington said. “My friend who we
surprised was very much surprised, and she loved everything
about the party, even though,
she had no part in planning the
party,”
Surprise celebrations often
consist of a lot of different things
and activities to keep guest
entertained.
“At the party, there was a lot
of different things to do,” said
Harrington. “The party was decorated very nicely with a carnival
theme, so, of course, there were
a lot of games to choose from to
entertain ourselves. The food also
fit into the theme of the carnival
party being that corn dogs, funnel cakes, and slushies were set
out and served.”

in sports
Mustangs plan to improve
as season unwinds
Tytiana Coats
and Trenell Austin

D

espite an opening
season loss to the
No. 8 team in the country,
the Mustangs varsity baseball
team has regrouped and expects to continue their pursuit
of championship glory.
The Mustangs have had
mixed results, going 2-2 (as of
Sunday, April 3), most recently
being defeated by Grandview in
a low-scoring neutral tournament game on April Fools’ Day,
2-1, but earned a win the day
before by beating Archbishop
Moeller (Cincinnati), 7-4.
The Mustangs (1-1) won
their first home game against
the Corliss Trojans on March
23, 5-0, but failed to win their
season away opening game,
10-3, in a non-conference
game against a formidable St.
Rita Mustangs (6-0) squad
that is ranked eighth in the
nation by USA Today.
The Mustangs took their
first win over the Trojans, 5-0,
despite the terrible weather.
Batter Thalame Byrd delivered
the first score of the game, and
he also put up another run
later in the game.
A following score came
from batters Christian Bullock
and Brian Bradley who made
an outstanding play sliding
into home plate, putting the
Mustangs up 3-0 in the fourth
inning.
“Well, we bunted the ball,”
Norman said. “We used our
speed on the bases, [and] we
also didn’t make any errors and
we also threw a lot of strikes.”
Being that it’s so early in
the season, the team might just

Jamarion Lanston takes off for second base late in the second
inning in the season opener against the St. Rita Mustangs. The
Mustangs were defeated, 10-3.
(Photo by Aaliyah Gray)
be a bit overly-excited to pick up
where it left off last year, placing
fourth in the IHSA Class 3A
finals—a first in school history.
“I don’t think we were
nervous,” Norman said.” I just
thought we were ready, but we
were probably too anxious and
that probably caused the key errors we made against [St. Rita].”
Basic fundamental errors
appeared to lead to the loss to
the parochial Mustangs team,
and they simply walked to many
batters. Throughout the whole
game it was pretty interesting and
intense, from the look of it you
could tell that really wanted to
win, but just fell a little too short.
Pitcher Jarrin Norman threw
for four innings, doing a great
job against the nationally-ranked
team.
“It was a good game, it was
4-1 in the fifth inning, and Jarren
Norman he pitched really well,”
head coach Ernest Radcliffe said.
“It was our first game out, [but]
no excuses, and we had some
miscues and they are all correct-

able mistakes. We’ll be fine, we
will be champions.”
The pitcher agreed with
the coach’s assessment.
“For the first game of the
season, we did alright,” Norman said. “We need to limit
the errors and we will be okay
for the rest of the season for
city and state.”
Over the last two years,
Radcliffe’s teams have made
big strides toward being the
best on the field: third in the
Public League and fourth
place in state (2015), and they
won the Public League title
for the first time in school history the year before.
In order to win a state
title, which no Public League
team has done since 1973, the
Mustangs will have to play
sound baseball.
“We are going to make
the right and smart plays,”
Radcliffe said. “We just need
practice and more practice, and
when conference [opponents]
come, we will be ready to go.”
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State playoff run
Boys track seeks
ends early for Mustangs jump to next level
By Brandon Piper
and Gregory Diggins

A

lthough expectations
were high for the Mustangs varsity basketball team this
season, the season game to an
abrupt end with a shocking loss
in the state playoffs, forcing the
team to exit early.
The No. 2-ranked Mustangs
fell short of reaching the IHSA
Class 3A championship tournament for the first time in three
years thanks to an upset by No.
17 Lincoln-Way West Warriors
in the Joliet Central Supersectional in mid-March, 68-60.
The Mustangs who were the
preseason No. 1 team and were
the favorites to win it all down the
stretch, finished the season ranked
at No. 6 after a 26-4 record.
Despite having top Illinois
player in senior Charlie Moore,
the boys still couldn’t manage
to head downstate for what
would’ve been the fourth time
in a row. The Mustangs won the
title in 2013 and 2014, earning
third place in 2015.
Now with the season behind,
one player said that he will use
this downtime to prepare for the
next step in his basketball career.
“It just gives me time to better my game for college,” Moore
said. “I get a chance to start fresh;
now I can try to win a championship in college.”
With top guards such as
Moore, Jarrin Randle, and Jamal
Burton, along with other contributing seniors moving to the next
level, many wonder who will take
on the load for MP next year.
“I look for younger guys
like Cortez Bailey, Cam Irvin,
and many others to step in and

Mustangs, coaches, and school administrators pose after the
team won their fourth Sectional title. The team beat Mt. Carmel,
70-59.
fill in those big shoes,” Coach
Nick said. “It’s going to be a lot
of work; I know people will try
to count us out next year, but we
will be ready.”
The Mustangs will now
focus their attention on the
younger guys who have had
varsity experience to now stand
up as new leaders and take next
season a game at a time as they
are now on the radar.
“I think Ayo [Dosunmu] will
be ready to take over next year,”
Randle said. “He has the experience now, and he isn’t scared to
just go out there and play.”
Many fans cut the Mustangs
out as a top-tier team earlier this
season when they took a couple
of tough losses to the Simeon
Wolverines in both the regular
and post-season, along with an
upsetting loss to the University

of Detroit-Jesuit by a final score
of 64-61.
So will the team bounce
back to state glory?
“I have nothing to say, I
don’t have to say anything—I
know that we will still be a good
team no matter what anyone
says,” sophomore guard Dosunmu said. “I’m already focused on
next year’s season just to prove
the critics wrong.”
With the season complete
and life at MP nearing an end
for the seniors, Burton reflects on
what could have been.
“Of course you have those
moments when you think like,
What if we would have done this
better or that better?” the senior
guard said. “[But w]hat’s done is
done; now I just have to focus on
what’s next, I can’t stay stuck in
the past.”

Mustangs roundup

Track athlete Kendall Joiner takes the baton from Malik
Adams en route to a second place finish in the Gene
Armer Invitational last month.

Greg Howell
and Kameryn Kuntu

T

he boys varsity track
team recently competed in various competitions,
including the Gene Armer
Invitational and Dan Phillips
Relays, and have enjoyed solid
results.
At the Gene Armer competition, Kendall Joiner placed
seventh in the 60 meter dash
at Gene Armer, Xavier Taylor
placed first in the long jump,
Greg Howell placed second
in the 200 meters and first in

W

Girls softball player Kendall
Edison delivers a fast pitch
to the Jones College Prep
batter. The Lady Mustangs
lost, 22-1. (Photo by Nyah
Addison)

Right midfielder Jakiyah Muhammad drives
the ball past
the CHAS
defender in
a recent girls
soccer game.
(Photo by
Annasia Williams)

Please turn to page 11 for

MUSTANGS
TRACK

Making history may
come down to last game
for Warriors
Koi Lacey
and Tariq Harding

Michael Crowley fouls the ball over a CHAS water polo player
in a match-up last month. The boys team is 7-1. (Photo by
Ericka Wnek)

the triple jump, and Juwan
Denton placed third in the 60
meter hurdles.
At Dan Phillips, Joiner
placed first in the 55 meter
dash, Denton placed fourth in
the 55 meter hurdles, Taylor
placed first in both the high
jump and long jump, Howell
placed first in the triple jump,
and the relay team took second in the 4x200 relay.
Head coach Ryan Berba

atching Dub City
chase for 73 wins
has been a rollercoaster that
fans don’t want to end. But the
Golden State Warriors’ improbably April Fools’ Day loss to
the Boston Celtics (44-32) last
Friday has made making history
a bit more exciting and challenging.
As it looks like now, their
mission for breaking the 72-10
record, set by the 1995-96 Michael Jordan-led Chicago Bulls
squad, will probably come down
to the very last day of the regular
season, on Wednesday, April 13
against the Memphis Grizzlies.
And with needing to win five of

their last six, some sports experts
are giving them little better than
a 50/50 chance.
To add some real drama,
the Warriors, now sitting at
68-8, have two of those last six
regular season games against a
team that fans worry about: the
San Antonio Spurs (63-12). The
Warriors lost their last match-up
against the Spurs, falling on the
road 87 to a Warriors season-low
79 points.
Many National Basketball
Association (NBA) fans believe that the Warriors are on
the verge of breaking the Bulls
record, but few believe they are

Please turn to page 11 for

WARRIORS LOSS
ADDS DRAMA
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Lady Mustangs
happy to make
school history
Kamari Moore
and Kiara Mason

T

he Lady Mustangs
varsity basketball team is
rightfully proud over their firstever fourth place finish in the
state tournament.
The team consists of 13 girls,
different ages, different personalities and grade levels. With a
record of 26-4, and conference of
8-0, you’d expect them to travel
downstate.
Senior Mia Bradley said her
inspiration came from her father.
“I liked basketball because it
made us father by the time I was
in fourth grade and he played
himself.”
Head coach Kedonica
Taylor is who took the girls on
their journey to history and who
helped them along the way.
“My team reached its peak,
and I’m very proud of them,” she
said. “I couldn’t have asked for a
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Celebration rally
held for Lady Mustangs
The Lady Mustangs were
celebrated for their state
championship run at a rally
in Blackwelder Hall last
month. The Marching Band,
pom-pon, Emeralds, and
cheerleaders all delivered
spirited performances for
the girls and 7th and 8th
period invited classes. The
fourth place IHSA Class
3A trophy was presented
during the ceremony,
and Principal Dr. Carolyn
Epps and athletic director
Michael Berger praised
the school-history making
team’s efforts. (Photos by
Koi Lacey)

better team.”
Lady Mustang and senior
Jayla Howard is very proud to be
a part of the team.
“I was always pretty good,
and it was fun,” she said. “Everyone can see the girls enjoyed
their season.”
The offers the girls have
received are amazing. Senior Mia
Bradley has not decided what
college she wants to go to, but
her top offers are University of
Illinois at Chicago and Colorado
State. Senior Jayla Howard has
gotten offers from Southern Illinois and Palm Beach Atlantic
University.
Athletic director Michael
Berger was very excited for the
girls.
“They were fun to watch
and didn’t have a problem with
going up and down the court,”
Berger said. “They’re the best
girls basketball team I’ve seen in
my career.”

LADIES PLACE FOURTH
Continued from page 12
“I feel like the team I’m
leaving is going to make it back
downstate, if they work hard,”
she said.
The system that is in place is
the key to their success.
“I wouldn’t do anything different. Every moment that we had was
an opportunity to learn from it and
to get better,” Coach Taylor said.
For a team that has never
made it to play in a state before
you would think the road to state
was difficult.
“The road to state was an
amazing experience because the
school has never been down
there before,” captain Deja Cage
said. “Everybody knew we had
the potential, but nobody knew

more than we did. We knew that
this was our year and we were
determined to make it happen,
and we did.”
Apparently something made
these girls different that they
were able to pull this off.
“This group of girls were
different in many ways than any
of the previous group of girls that
I’ve coached,” Taylor said. “They
were very talented. They believed
in each other. They bought into
what we (coaches) were doing
and what we were trying to accomplish by coming to practice
everyday working hard. They sacrificed their game for the team.
They also believe that we could
do great things this season.”

MUSTANGS TRACK
Continued from page 10
has been especially impressed
with his team this year.
“I think this is the best team
that Morgan Park had ever had
in its 100 year existence,” the
coach said. “They are more than
just a city team, but a state champion team. Also, we have a lot of
talent, and that’s one thing that
cannot be taught.”
But every team can stand a
bit of improvement.
“For the boys to get better,
all they have to do is work hard,”
Berba said, “because if they put
their mind to it, then they can
achieve it. Leaders set examples
for those to follow, and we will
definitely bring home some
hardware for this school.”
At least one team member

shares the coach’s confidence.
“My main goal for this
season is to win a state trophy
and make history in this school,”
senior athlete Xavier Taylor said.
“Individually, what I need to
work on to make myself better
is just perfecting my craft and
working harder in practice.”
The boys also have competed
at the Illinois Top Times meet in
Bloomington, Illinois at IllinoisWesleyan where they broke the
school record for the 4x2 with a
1.39 finish.
On Saturday, April 2, the
boys and the girls competed at
the CPS Relays, which was also
their first outdoor meet of the
2016 track season.

WARRIORS LOSS ADDS DRAMA
Continued from page 10
in my era, I think the
Warriors are the best
team ever.”
Experts say the
His Airness was
Warriors have a also the best player on
the best Bulls team; every championship he has
chance.
won he was the Most
Valuable Player (MVP).
actually a better team than
Stephen Curry didn’t
them.
even win the MVP award in the
“I have a strong feelfinals; that award was given to a
ing they will break the Bulls
person who regularly came off
record,” security guard officer
the bench: Andre Iguodala. MiAllan Simpson said.
chael has six rings, five MVP’s,
There are other fans that
and 13 All-Star selections, comalso believe the Warriors will
pared to Curry’s one—one and
break the record but aren’t
three, respectively.
quite sure who’s a better team.
Even though there are not a
“I believe they will break
lot of believers that Curry is betthe Bulls record,” senior
ter than Jordan, there are some
varsity basketball player
who believe he will fall under
Charles Moore said. “I don’t
the five greatest of all time, like
know who’s better; I never
security guard Calvin Larry and
really watched the Bulls play
English teacher and basketball
because I was born in ’98, but
superfan Gerald Winston.

50/50

“Steph can’t be compared to Jordan,” Winston
said. “They have two different
types of games. Jordan did it
on both ends, defense, shot
outside, took it to the hole,
and crossed people over. Curry
is just basically an outside
shooter.”
The Warriors are a great
team, but many fans wonder
how well their record would
be if they were to play in the
Jordan era. The Hall of Famer
and his Bulls dominated the
league in the ’90s, and one
reason why was because of
their physical play on defense.
“They wouldn’t be the
same team back in the ‘90s,”
Winston said. “They would
all be crying and going to the
hospital yelling, ‘You put your
hands on me, you hand checking me, you doing this and
that’—man, they soft!”
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Lady Mustangs make school history
in Class 3A state basketball finals run
Team places
fourth overall,
first time ever
By Briaizha Steele

M

any are aware that
Morgan Park High
School has reached one of many
milestones this year which was
reaching the 100-year mark.
However, what many may not
be aware of is that the Lady
Mustangs varsity basketball team
went further than every girls
team that has come before them
at MP by placing fourth in the
IHSA Class 3A championship
stretch earlier last month.
The ladies faced Morton
High School in the IHSA
Class 3A semi-finals, but were
defeated, 54-39. The following
day, they faced Highland High
School, and lost, 62-51. The team
earned fourth place medals and
the program’s first state trophy.
“It feels good to know
that we made history,” captain
Gabrielle Cooper wrote in a text.
“Many people have never and
will never get the opportunity
that we were blessed with.”
For the past three years,
the Lady Mustangs have been
led by head coach Kedonica
Taylor whose last three teams
(2013-present) have enjoyed a
cumulative record of 76-19.
Many wonder what hindered the girls from conquering
a higher place other than fourth.
Some teammates suggested that
the injury bug was the culprit.
“Injuries held us back from
showing our full potential,”
Cooper said. “Losing our leading
scorer and rebounder so close to
state was the worst thing that
could happen.
With a handful of the team
being seniors, the underclassmen
have some pretty big shoes to fill.
“As a sophomore, I think
that we will have a great team
next year when the seniors leave,”
forward Kolby Underwood said.
Captain Cachet Johnson
agreed, saying that the team
could go all the way, as long as
they are dedicated.

Rachel Spencer

Teneil Robertson

Porsha Sydnor

Gabrielle Cooper
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Lamarria Johnson

