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Students offered glimpse of career
experiences thanks to guest speakers
A

variety of professionals
visited the school earlier
last month for the fall version of
Career Day held in Blackwelder
Hall, sponsored by the Counseling Department and 19th Ward
Alderman Matthew O’Shea.
Guests shared their education, work history, and challenges
they faced and have overcome
with the auditorium’s invited
classes.
The host of professionals
from an array of backgrounds
also spoke to various classes during the morning periods. Some
included the following:
Jeffery Beckham Jr. is
a Chicago entrepreneur, innovative technology leader, and
dynamic public speaker working in Chicago to change and
impact the community. He is
founder of website-development
company, Black Box Creative,
which counts among its clients
actor and musician Common,

Caeros Investment Partners,
and the Tuskegee University
Bioethics Center. His mission is
to improve technology learning
opportunities for inner city youth
and to improve the web presence of companies serving the
underserved and unserved small
business community in Chicago.
He has impacted that aim by
providing services like social media marketing, mobile application
design and web development,
and just as much through board
memberships, media features,
speeches and lectures. Jeffery
earned his bachelor’s degree in
Business from the University
of Missouri before pursuing his
master’s degree in business at
DePaul University.
Jason Burns, owner of Mettle/Home of Bronzeville Crossfit,
is a personal trainer and head
coach. Burns is also a native of
the south side of Chicago, and
grew up there in a family that

instilled a strong work ethic and
sense of personal accountability.
These values carried him through
not only academic strides at
University of Wisconsin, but athletic success in the NFL. Most
importantly, it has guided him
through his role as a parent along
with his wife, Chicago artist
Amanda Williams.
Erica Douglas, known as
“Sister Scientist,” is co-founder
and chief executive officer of
mSEED group. The product
development company focuses
on providing strategic growth
solutions to aspiring entrepreneurs and established businesses in beauty and personal
care. Douglas shares her beauty
industry, cosmetic and beauty
expertise through her digital and
speaking engagement platforms
such as sisterscientist.com. She
is just as dedicated to mentoring
young women to pursue careers
in science, technology, engineer-

Gospel performance
kicks off holiday season

LET THE MUSIC OF THE SEASON BEGIN:

The Gospel Choir kicked off a series
of musical events earlier last month
with their eighth period concert held
in Blackwelder Hall. An evening holiday show will return and is expected
to feature the various vocal choruses
and bands later this month. The Winter Concert will be held on Wednesday, December 21 at 6:30 p.m. in the
auditorium.

Chicago Tribune editorial board members Marica Lythcott and
Kristen McQueary speak with students about their work in the
newspaper industry. (Photo by Brandon Taylor)
ing and mathematics-related
fields. Douglas earned a B.S.
in chemical engineering from
Stanford University and an MBA
in marketing/marketing management, management and strategy
at Northwestern University Kel-

logg School of Management.
Kyle Gardner is co-founder
of a denim apparel manufacturer,

Please turn to page 3 for

CAREER DAY
PROFILES

New club
opens with
poetry slam

Poetry Club members Shadae Luckett, John Liggins, and
Nyale Hoskins perform a spoken work trio about past lives
during last month’s “Bring Dat Noize” showcase. (Photo by
Jasmine Luckett)

By Ali Scott

T

hough the crowd was
rather disrespectful,
according to some, the school’s
newly-resurrected Poetry Club
did a fantastic job with their
first performance of the year

on November 17 during 8th
period in the auditorium.
After weeks of afterschool preparation, Illi-Noize,

Please turn to page 3 for

POETS ‘BRING
DAT NOIZE’
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You should be generous without getting something in return
By Arionna Moss

I

magine this scenario that
most of you are probably
going to experience anyway:
you’re a 35-year-old living in
your parents basement with every
PS3 game known to man, and
your mother asks you for the
hundredth time to get a job and
you comply. At the interview,
they ask you about your work
history for the past decade or so
and you state that you don’t have
any. Now tell me, do you really
think they’re going to hire you?
The answer, my friend, is no.
Senior students need to
grow up and realize that after
June, no one is going to just let
you depend on them; you have
to be mature and independent.
It’s ideal that you rely on yourself more than others because
nobody is going to have the
best intentions for your future,
but you.
For starters, a bad case
scenario is when something is
brought to their attention and
they seem not to understand it,
they decide to make fun of them
or the situation and put them
down for knowing something
that they do not.
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To be clear, this type of
action is not right nor will be
acceptable in society today.
This type of action is irrational
and petty because who in their
right mind would disrespect
somebody because they don’t
understand what someone else is
explaining to them. Obviously,
they wouldn’t.
Additionally, a more basic
glance at immaturity would be
how students here, in particular,
feel that something as simple as
having an orchestra or an archery
club is stupid, dumb, or crazy.
The issue with this mindset is they are not use to facts
and deeper understanding, nor
do they realize that knowledge
is power. Off topic, little do
they know, music does have its
benefits.
“[Students] who study a
musical instrument are more
likely to excel in all of their studies, work better in teams, have
enhanced critical thinking skills,
stay in school, and pursue further
education,” according to dosomething.org, an organization
for social change volunteers and
community service.
However, something as
drastic, but as inspi-
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rational as independence, is just
as profitable.
“Living alone gives you
the ultimate freedom to wind
down and relax, helping you
to recover from your busy and
intense work days,” according to
lonerwolf.com. “This is especially
useful for empathic and highly

sensitive individuals who often
carry the weight of the day in
their bodies, often resulting in
physical and mental illness if not
remedied.”
Maturity should not be
taboo in high school, and if
you think that life is hard now,
wait until you graduate and

are thrown out into the world,
literally.
Realistically though, it
should not be difficult to empathize with people, understand
situations, or agree to disagree. If
you don’t grow up now, nobody
is going to respect you in the way
you claim you deserve.

news briefs
SERVICE LEARNING NEWS
Nineteen students, led
by teachers Angela Gibson,
Timothy Hall, and Cristina
Arthur visited Sand Ridge
Nature Center to participate in habitat studies and
stewardship for the CIMBY
(Calumet In My Back Yard)
program on November 16.
CIMBY is an environmental
science project which focuses
upon learning, applying, and
monitoring ecological practices, which foster conservation
and restoration in natural forest preserve settings. Students
learn how to carefully remove
invasive plants from native
habitats.
CIMBY works with
over 700 freshmen through
senior-level students from
the South Side of Chicago
every year to improve natural sites and to bring science
lessons to life, according to
the Field Museum website.
In this place-based, realworld environmental science
program, each school sponsors
a specific local natural area in
the Calumet Region. The students participate in a variety
of different activities throughout the fall, winter, and spring,
from ecological restoration to
classroom lessons and leadership training.
CIMBY is a joint
program of Chicago Public
Schools’ Civic Engagement
and Service Learning Initiative and The Field Museum’s
Science Action Center and its
Youth Conservation Action
work (formerly called Calumet Environmental Education Program).

Above: Students Taj Nelson, Dayshon Reasoner and Brian
Culberson monitor the local ecology at Sand Ridge Nature
Center with vegetative monitoring after being trained to
identify three main types of vegetation: woody plants, gramminoids, and forbs. Below: Data is recorded so it may be
compared to what the students find in the spring. As for
the stewardship, students used tools to clear out an invasive
plant species, such as buckthorn.

SCHOOL NEWS UPDATES
Morgan Park has been
approved to participate in the
Aspen Challenge again this
year. The Aspen Challenge
provides a platform and inspiration for teams of young people
to design solutions to some of
the most complex and critical
problems humanity faces.
The school also has a partnership with Global Glimpse.
The Global Glimpse programs
are intentionally designed
to provide our students with
a powerful hands-on cross-

cultural education experience that
cultivates leadership, self-exploration and global citizenship.
Thirteen juniors at Morgan
Park were nominated by their
teachers to apply to travel this
summer to one of three locations.
They are Nicaragua, Costa Rica
and the Dominican Republic.
Students will explore IB profiles
on trips by volunteering and becoming true inquires and global
learners. Students will visit for
two weeks and also qualify for
scholarships.

EMPEHI News encourages readers to
express their opinions or respond to stories, editorials or columns by writing letters to the editor. All letters must have a
name and division number. We reserve
the right to edit all letters for mechanics, length, and content. Please submit
responses with name and division to Mr.
Majeske or any member of the newspaper, or to KEMajeske@cps.edu.

SCHOOL NEWS
EMPEHI News
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POETS ‘BRING DAT NOIZE’
Continued from page 1

Poetry Club members: (front row) Shadae Luckett, John Liggins, Nyale Hoskins, Marco Robertson,
and Ryan McGill; (back row) Shandiez Holmes, Perry Harvey, Briaizha Steele (founder), and Safiya
Westmoreland. Inset: Holmes performs an original rap for the audience. (Photo by Jasmine Lockett)
sponsored by English teacher
Yonakish McGhee, held “Bring
Dat Noize” in Blackwelder Hall
in front of around 75 invited
students. Only those who demonstrated good attendance were allowed to attend, each given a free
guest pass and an excused absence

to attend the school function during the last period of the day.
Senior and captain of the
Poetry Club, Briaizha Steele, was
happy with the overall performance by her small team during
the afternoon show; however, her
issue was the questionable behav-

ior by some in the audience.
“I feel like for our first show
it was decent, but then things
started not playing out exactly
how they should’ve,” she recalled.
“However, things worked out.”
Steele’s main concern was
with who was able to attend as

opposed to who she believed
should have been.
“As for what could’ve been
better was the audience,” Steele
said. “If there were more students interested in poetry, as
opposed to just students with
perfect attendance or a high attendance rate or whatever, I feel
that would’ve added energy to
the crowd and it would’ve added
energy to the poets and rappers,
too. If you have a dead audience,
then the performer isn’t going
to get height, and that’s how it
goes.”
Admittedly, the show
wasn’t perfect in its introductory
performance, according to one
Illi-Noize member.
“The transitions were a little
rocky, but that’s about it,” Brown
said.
Attendee junior student Suzi
Shulttlesworth was happy with
the show.
“The show was good,”
Shuttlesworth said. “I liked all
the acts. Even though there were
little mistakes, it was still good.
They were confident and they

sounded great.”
It was a hard choice to make,
but Shuttlesworth finally picked
her favorite act.
“My favorite act was the
first one,” the junior said. “It was
called ‘What Happened to HipHop?’ with Poetic Flow and Fiya.
It was really good and it related
to life situations.”
Junior Justin Allen had
a little difficulty picking his
favorite performance as well, but
narrowed it down to one.
“[My favorite part was]
when Perry did his poetry,” Allen
said. “The first time he went on.”
In general, the junior really
liked the show.
“It was pretty good,” Allen
said. “It was nice to be here. I’m
glad I had perfect attendance so I
could go.”
Junior student Coriana Brown
said that her favorite was PJ.
“I could relate to his words
and they spoke to me,” she said,
but added “I could hear everything he was saying [while]
some [performers] I couldn’t
really hear.”

CAREER DAY PROFILES
Continued from page 1
Genesis Goods, L.L.C. The entrepreneur is leveraging his academic
preparation in business and finance
with solid professional experience
in entrepreneurial business and
a strong commitment to social
responsibility. In the Genesis of a
Dream, a Wordpress blog, Gardner
chronicles the trials, triumphs, and
faith-driven mission of creating a
start-up. Prior to his entrepreneurial journey, Kyle learned all facets
of the business world as an Industrial Real Estate Broker for SVN
Chicago as well and an associate
director of business operations
for Namaste Laboratories in Blue
Island, Illinois. Gardner earned his
B.S. in finance from Pepperdine
University in Malibu, California.
He is joined on this mission by
his wife, Ashley Gardner. Both are
Chicago area natives and residents,
currently based in Orange County,
California.
Jud Henry, as senior vice
president of EnTrust Tenant Advisors, specializes in executing commercial real estate transactions on
behalf of his clients. He brings to
the business diverse expertise that
includes: lease renewal, relocation,
site search analysis, acquisition,
disposition, and lease negotiation.
Henry has become an expert in
Chicago area Office Space Leasing
in Chicago’s CBD and his expanding his reach beyond the Chicago
area to other cities throughout the
Nation. Henry began his career
in commercial real estate as an associate with CB Richard Ellis, the
world’s largest provider of commercial brokerage services. Prior
to joining Entrust, he served as a
senior associate for NAI Hiffman. Henry received his bachelor’s
degree from Trinity International
University. He currently resides

in the western suburbs of Chicago
along with his wife and four kids.
David Maclin, DDS provides dental services by establishing rewarding and lasting
relationships with patients and
staying involved in the family’s
dental self-care. Dr. Maclin received his D.D.S. in dentistry at
University of Illinois at Chicago,
and he has also aided young dentists as they were exiting school
through the Young Dentists
Commission. While not providing dental care and mentoring
advice, Dr. Maclin is a devoted
husband, father, uncle, outdoor
enthusiast, runner and Beverly
Hills/Morgan Park neighbor.
Loris Rayner, MD is a physician specializing in pediatrics at
Advocate Health Care Medical
Group South at Evergreen Plaza
Pediatrics. He is credited with
developing and managing training/onboarding and mentoring
programs for new physicians. Dr.
Rayner was awarded a Bachelor of Science (BS) in General
Biology at Amherst College and
his Doctor of Medicine (MD)
at University of Illinois College
of Medicine. Dr. Rayner is also
highly regarded by his physician
peers who say that he “exemplifies
the integration of his faith and his
profession.” Friends and family
would add that he exemplifies the
idea of “family first,” as husband
and father of two adult children.
Mike Stanton, who after
30 years as a financial planner
with a leading bank, started his
own fee-based financial planning business, Stanton Financial
Planning where he is dedicated
to being a trusted, professional
advisor to businesses and individuals. Stanton received his BA

Career Day guests included (from left) Erica Douglas (cosmetic chemist), Marica Lythcott (Chicago
Tribune editorial board member), Ramona Brooks (Private Bank), Kristen McQueary (Chicago Tribune editorial board member), Devlin School (judge), Charles Williams, Kyle Gardner (entrepreneur),
Shelton Matsey (owner of Fit Club), Jamenda McCoy (attorney, owner of Belle Up), Jeffery Beckham
(technology entrepreneur), Mike Stanton (financial planner), David Maclin (dentist), Loris Rayner (physician), 19th Ward Alderman Matthew O’Shea, and Debbie Smith (Ward Alderman’s Office).
from University of Illinois-Urbana, and a Masters in Business
Administration from Roosevelt
University in Chicago. Stanton
is very involved in the Beverly/
Morgan Park community, and
recently co-chaired The Beverly
Art Center Challenge that reduced the center’s debt. He and
his wife’s Beverly-based family
includes four children (two still
in college), and a dog.
Kelsey Taylor is founder,
president, and principal project
manager of a brand-new civil engineering consulting firm focused on
providing top-notch civil site design
and consulting services to private,
municipal, industrial and public entities in the Chicago region. Kelsey
has managed institutional, industrial, civil and commercial projects
for several different construction
projects for both the public and
private sectors. Taylor earned his
B.S. in Civil Engineering from the
University of Illinois at Chicago.
He continued his love for knowledge and exploration by earning a
Graduate Certificate in Construc-

tion Management from the Illinois
Institute of Technology.
Amanda Williams is a
Chicago artist, owner of Amanda
Williams Gallery and adjunct
professor at The Illinois Institute
of Technology. For the better
part of 20 years, she has been
combining art and architecture
to help make all parts of the city
thrive. Williams graduated from
Cornell University’s school of
Architecture and practiced in the
Bay Area for a number of years.
Color is a central preoccupation
in her work, with an evolving
palette that is largely derived
from the urban landscapes she
traversed as a child growing up
in Auburn Gresham neighborhood of Chicago. Williams’ work
has garnered several accolades
and opportunities for meaningful partnerships and collaborations globally and locally. Some
of the Chicago initiatives and
institution affiliations include
Chicago Architectural Biennial,
3Arts Foundation, Hyde Park
Art Center, the MCA, the Field

Museum and the Chicago Park
District. Williams is married to
Jason Burns, and they are raising
two young children.
Randy Williams is a commercial printing entrepreneur working
in the family business, Fidelity
Print Communications, that his
father Earl A. Williams founded
in 1963. From design to pre-press,
web or sheet fed printing, bindery
FPC handles the complete print
process with quality, professionalism and a strong commitment
to customers. One of the oldest
African-American owned and
operated printing companies in the
United States, their clients include
Avon, Burger King, CPS, Exelon,
Pfizer, Verizon and Walmart. For
Chicago Public Schools, Fidelity
Print Communications printed
nearly 600,000 copies of the FY
’16-17 Back to School Student
Code of Conduct Booklet in three
languages: English, Spanish and
Polish. Fidelity recruits workers
from urban Chicago and provides
jobs in a career field many would
otherwise not be exposed to.
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Spirit Week shows spirit weak
By Leah Pepper
and Braijon Carter

S

pirit Week bombed, once
again, last month, due to
various reasons, with many students being disappointed while
others were simply apathetic.
This was the second run at
providing a Spirit Week after
the first homecoming dance was
cancelled in mid-October. The
newly-revised days, which were
to precede a rescheduled “homecoming” dance, included Wacky
Tacky Day, Squad Day, Nike vs.
Adidas day, Backwards Day, and
‘90s Celebrity Day.
But it was deja vu all over
again: the dance was cancelled
just days before it was to be held,
and the days which students
were expected to show some MP
love through various costumed
demonstrations brought out little
to no participation.
When walking through the

halls, it didn’t look like Spirit
Week—weak would be a more
apt title. Hardly any students
made it their duty to participate.
Spirit Week 2.0 left students
upset because they felt the days
were uninteresting, repetitive,
and complained that their voices
weren’t being heard.
“The days were bogus,” senior Raven Powell said. “We had
all the same ones different years.
They should have asked everybody from the school and different classes what they wanted to
do not just a few students.”
Although students felt like
they were the ones who should
have chosen the days, many were
unaware that every single year
Spirit Week themes are to be approved or denied by the principal.
“In our meetings we were
asked all our ideas and we all
shouted out different ideas and
she wrote them down,” junior
Dominique Trotter said. “The

secretary took the ideas to Dr.
[Carolyn] Epps and she picked
the ones that she approved.”
Two of the themes that
students were most excited about
participating in were not allowed
due to a few student-led complaints and other concerns.
“We did get some complaints about Gender Bender
Day because some people were
offended, so I would say let’s
not do Gender Bender Day or
Pajama Day,” Dr. Epps said. “Not
everyone would wear pajamas
that are appropriate to wear outside of your home. Some people
will go to Victoria Secret, so we
can’t have that.”
Others felt that the the days
were just plain boring because
students dress in some of the socalled costume attire on a daily
basis.
“I feel like it’s not fun
enough,” senior Natasha Rivers said. “People wear Nike and

Cluster program creates
new classroom for real-life skills

T

he students of the
Cluster Program
are enjoying a new learning
experience.
Room 120 has now been
redefined as an “Independent
Functioning and Daily Living
Skills Classroom.” The new
classroom, which has been
made possible by the generous
donations, time, and talent of
the staff and students, is set
up just like an apartment to
include a living, dining, sleeping, grooming, and kitchen
area. Teacher Vorice Causey
developed the idea for the
students’ new home away
from home:
“I approached Dr. [Carolyn] Epps with the idea of
utilizing the empty classroom
to reinforce daily living skills
taught in my class, but not
practically reinforced due to
lack of space,” Causey said.
“Dr. Epps was very receptive
and supportive of the idea,
and allowed me to transform
the classroom into a mock living area for my students.”
The room is designed to
help students increase selfreliance and self-confidence.
The various work stations in
class assist them with taking
control of their lives in order
to live independently, essentially teaching the students
real-world skills.
“Sometimes parents and
teachers of children with disabilities focus more attention
on teaching academics and
behavior management skills,
than on daily living skills,”
she said. “Some may assume
that daily living skills are less

This group of girls participate in Nike vs. Adidas Day during last
month’s Spirit Week event. However, few students took part in
the school spirit series of events.
Adidas on the daily and its not
fun or interesting [in reference
to Nike vs. Adidas Day]. We’ve
been doing the same days since
my freshman year.”
Many students complained
that they couldn’t go to the dance
due to excessive attendance
infractions, and if they couldn’t

A

REAL-LIFE
SKILLS

Please turn to page 5 for

WEAK SPIRIT

Some question
senior Hall of Fame
election results
By Gabriel Sanders
and Raven Powell

(Clockwise) Student Travis Banks demonstrates vacuuming
technique, while students Calvin Johnson and Angela Betancourt fold and organize clothing; students Ricardo Hayes and
Rodney Davis clean dishes in the sink; and student Rashawnta Brown sets the table with dishes and cutlery. (Photos by
Diamond Thomas)
important, or they may believe
keeping, and simple food
that a person with average intelpreparation. Causey would
ligence will learn those skills on
also like for her students to
their own. In fact, intelligence
have more opportunities to
has nothing to do with it. Probparticipate in communitylems with daily living skills may
based outings and field trips
be especially prominent in those
in order to increase their
with higher cognitive abilities as
Please turn to page 5 for
well.”
Students will focus on personal hygiene, self-care, house-

go to the dance, they simply
dismissed the entire weeklong
event. Some say the tougher
enforcement of school rules may
be negatively impacting school
spirit.

Senior Notable
ballot was sent to
every senior via email in late
October, and after the votes
were counted, there was heavy
controversy around the results
because some believe it was a
more of a popularity contest rather than an accurate
portrayal of who actually
deserved the titles provided.
Once seniors finally saw
the long list of the Hall of
Fame winners for the Class of
2017, most wondered if they
were fair enough or accurate.
Senior Arionna Boyd believed that the election of the
notables wasn’t fair at all.
“I don’t feel the Senior
Notables were accurate,”
Boyd said. “This year’s seniors had a different perception of what categories really
meant. People nominated
their friends as opposed to
who really was fit for the
nomination. I think people
only won due to popularity. Having a lot of friends
and knowing a lot of people
comes in handy at a time
like this.
Boyd admitted, however,
that she, too, didn’t always
pick the best-fit candidate.
“For the most part I
voted for who I thought
won the category,” she said.
“However, even I voted some
of my friends for categories

that I knew the other person
should’ve won, but I did my
part as a friend to make sure
my friends won.”
The annual Senior Notable nomination period and
run-off election was held via
two Google Forms that were
shared with the upperclass
students via their Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) Gmail
account. For the final balloting, 136 seniors, out of a
class of over 230, cast at least
one vote in the 65 different
categories, accounting for the
gender-specific splits. Most
categories collected 115 votes
on average.
This Hall of Fame-style
vote is held to provide seniorlevel content memories as
part of the annual EMPEHI
yearbook which is published
and distributed in June each
year. Yearbook photographs
of the winners was conducted
earlier last month.
Some who won didn’t expect to get nominated nor win
certain titles which they didn’t
market themselves for.
“I didn’t even tell anyone
to vote me for that category,”
Senior Notable winner for
Most Creative Aseanti Beasley said. “I don’t even know
why I won it.”
Most seniors voted based
off common reasons such as

Please turn to page 8 for

NOTABLY
QUESTIONABLE
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Many unhappy with choices, results
of surreal presidential election
By Karrion Calvin
and Perriel Ballard

M

any people had a lot
to say about about this
year’s controversial presidential
election, from the general distrust of both candidates, how the
winner may impact the future of
the country, to how the president
of the world’s second biggest
democracy is elected.
The Democratic challenger,
Hillary Clinton, actually won the
popular vote collecting 64,156,255
(at latest count), but Donald
Trump, the Republican candidate,
won 62,238,425 of the popular
votes. However, most of the Electoral College votes went to Trump
with a total of 290, while Clinton
only got 232. A candidate needs
270 votes to be named the victor.
While it is rare for a U.S. president to become elected without
winning the most popular votes, it
has happened four times before and
only once in modern times (2000,
1888, 1876, and 1824, according
to FactCheck.org). Many Clinton
supporters, and those who are
simply against a Trump presidency,
are protesting and seeking to pressure Electoral College electors to
go against the voters’ will in the 29
states that the Republican won, and
instead install the Democrat as the
45th president.

Perhaps another reason for
the general post-election illfeeling is thanks to an apparent
come-from-behind surprise win
for Trump. Essentially every
media outlet predicted a Clinton
victory by anywhere from 2 to 6
percentage points—all the way
through the late evening of the
Tuesday, November 8 election.
Then there is the sense that
the two frontrunners for arguably
the most important elected office
in the world included a egotistical, reality TV show billionaire
and a self-important, lying career
politician. Among U.S. adults, in
an ABC News poll taken back in
August, Clinton had a 56 percent
unfavorability rating, while
Trump had 63 percent. Even
today, Trump is being called the
most unlikeable president in U.S.
history, according to pollsters.
With that being said, senior
David Street had something to
say about the election and both
candidates running for president.
“I honestly feel that it’s not
too good, I feel both candidates
are not fit for being president
because Trump is more so a businessman, and he acts immature,”
he said. “And Hillary Clinton has
a bad background because of her
husband.”
Apparently, there are people
who agree with Street.
“He’s a businessman and only
thinks of his best future benefits,”
senior Amani Fashola said.
Street wasn’t pleased with
the results of the election.

Election exit poll results

Hillary Clinton

According to New York Times exit polling the day of the election, more white voters supported
Hillary
Donald
Donald Trump, while a vast
majority Clinton
of black voters cast their support
for HillaryTrump
Clinton. The poll
results were very similar to the those in the 2012 presidential election. (Source: New York Times)
“I’m not too fond of him
winning, I would have actually preferred Hillary to win the
election, but I just hope that he
doesn’t do too much damage
such as building walls like he
claim he will,” he said.
Most people thought Hillary
was the best opponent.
“I think Hillary is the best
option because she is the former

REAL-LIFE SKILLS
Continued from page 4
safety, social, and money
management skills.
This program was made
possible when ODLSS provided buses for the students,
but due to relentless budget
cuts, it is now eliminated. She
is looking forward to hosting
a Winter School Walkathon
fundraiser to raise money
for the students to engage in
these much needed learning
experiences throughout the
school year.
Causey also wanted to
offer a sincere “thank you” to
all of the staff members who
donated items from their
homes, and for all that they
do to “support all students
of Morgan Park.” She also
wanted to specifically thank
Naomi Cobbs, Brian Dunn
and Ms. Lopez’ Diploma
Programme art students who
painted the beautiful outdoor
scenery for the room. All
are welcomed to stop by the
room to see what the students
in the Cluster Program are
learning.

Donald Trump

Secretary of State, the U.S.
senator, and former First Lady,”
senior Keyala Conigan said. “She
also has experience of serving for
the government.”
However, one senior thinks
neither Clinton or Trump should
have run.
“Neither one of the candidates are fit to be president in my
opinion,” Fashola said.
There were a few people in
agreement with her.
“Like I said, I’m not pleased

with neither one, but one of
them has very strong feelings and
thoughts about certain races,” social
science teacher Alvin James said,
alluding to Trump. “He is an open
active racist and he exploits. Then
there is Hillary Clinton, and a lot of
people don’t like her and it’s probably because of her husband.”
It’s safe to say mostly every-

Please turn to page 9 for

UNSETTLING
ELECTION

WEAK SPIRIT
Continued from page 4

(Clockwise) Students Jacob Williams and Xavier Thompson
make a bed, while Alexandria Harris and Hollis Johnson socialize
in the living area (the “window” in the background was created
by Ms. Lopez’ IBDP art students. Group photo: Rodney Davis,
Xavier Thompson, Angela Betancourt, Calvin Johnson, Hollis
Johnson, Ricardo Hayes, Rashawnta Brown, Alexandria Harris,
Porsha Jackson, and Travis Banks. (Photos by Diamond Thomas)

“I think [school spirit]
begins with making the
students feel like they are a
part of something bigger in
the school,” English teacher
and CTU associate Gerald
Winston said. “Right now, I
think we have so many punishments and punitive things
like detentions, you can’t go to
certain events because you’re
tardy, or all this stuff.”
Eliminating long-valued,
traditional school events may
also hurt the school culture
at-large, Winston said.
“It brings the students
down to the point where they
have no connection with the
school and so they don’t want
to participate,” he said. “They
just want to graduate and continue on with life. They just
don’t feel like they belong here
or like there’s anything here
for them.”
The apparent lack of
school spirit felt here doesn’t

A pair of costumed students
who dressed for the latest
attempt at Spirit Week.
appear to be the same at some
other Chicago public schools.
“On a scale from one to
ten my school stands at about
a eight,” a senior from Lindblom Math and Science Academy said. “Students here love
to support our sports teams.
Almost all students participated in Spirit Week.”
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Many look forward
to the holidays
By Rodney Ingram
and Mariah Schaffer

S

tudents and staff are
looking forward to
spending time with their family
on Christmas to open gifts and
eat delicious food.
Many look forward to either
giving gifts or visiting people,
including special education,
classroom assistance Brenda
Price.
“On Christmas, I go to my
dad’s house to spend time with
family,” Price said.
The best gift she received was being able to go out
of town.
“My best gift that I received
is my trip to Hawaii for Christmas,” Price said.
School social worker Yvonne
Storey waited in the cold to give
one of her sons a gift.
“The best gift I have ever
gave someone for Christmas, I
believe, it was a PlayStation 2
and I waited outside in the cold
at Target, [and my] feet froze
trying to get the game for one of
my sons,” Storey said.
The day before Christmas
she spends time with her maternal family as a tradition.
“Well we do, with the maternal family, we do a grab bag
amongst the adults and we get
together the day before Christmas and exchange our gifts,”
Storey said.
This year she will be doing
something a little bit different.

“I
typically spend Christmas with my family,” Sto-

rey said. “I have three sons and
now I have a daughter in-law
and a grandson, so I will spend
Christmas with them at home,
watching movies, talking.”
Security officer Allen Simpson gave the best gift he could
ever get his hands on.
“I gave my wife a ring,”
Simpson said.
English Teacher Gerald
Winston enjoys celebrating
Christmas with his family.
“Man, it’s like the the greatest time ever!” Winston said. “I
used to hate Christmas, but I love
it; when you have four kids, I get
to go shopping and spoil them,
and watching those four daughters open up their gifts and then
give thanks to some fat white
man named Santa Claus when
I worked my butt off to pay for
those toys. It really irks me, but I
just love the joy it brings them.”
Winston spends times with
the in-laws for Christmas, too.
“We all get together with
the in-laws and open up gifts
on Christmas Eve and we go in
order of youngest to oldest,” he
said. “When we first started that
tradition, I married my wife, I
was like in the middle but people
started dying and now were like
the last ones opening gifts.”
Jokingly, but probably partially true, Winston said he likes
kissing under holiday mistletoes.
“Every chance I get, but
most of the time, the women slap
me afterwards,” he said. “I don’t
think there willing participants,
but boy I try!”
Freshman Kayla Williams
thinks Christmas is about Jesus
and receiving gifts.
“Christmas is a time to
spend with family and receive

A big meal on Christmas or
New Year’s is what many can’t
wait for.
presents, and it’s about the birth
of Jesus,” Williams said.
Freshman Malachi Junius
thinks Christmas is about spending time with family.
“Christmas means honestly,
getting together with your family,” Junius said.
Library media specialist
Kandice Morgan has a family
tradition.
“The night before Christmas, we get our PJs on and we
bake cookies of course, and
then we read ‘Twas the
Night Before
Christmas’ right
before we go to
bed,” Morgan
said. “But we also
read a passage from
the bible, the real story
of the birth of Jesus, and then my
baby writes a little letter to Santa
Claus, then Christmas morning
we wake up and open our presents, we go to church, we come
back home and we cook breakfast then we go to my mom’s
house for Christmas dinner.”

Many brave the crowds
for a Black Friday deal
By David Street

E

very day people of the
Windy City who were
looking to get a bargain by going
Black Friday shopping recently
shared interesting stories about
their experiences.
An older man named William Street shared background
information about Black Friday.
“I can recall people going
Black Friday shopping since
the 1950’s,” Street said. “It has
always been the Friday right
after Thanksgiving. Stores open
around midnight offering deals.”
The man then explained the
purpose of people going Black

Friday shopping.
“People go Black Friday
shopping intending to buy
things cheap,” Street said. “It’s
the holiday season, or in other
words time to spend big money.
Everybody is out trying to do last
minute Christmas shopping and
trying to get birthday gifts.”
The holiday shopping
season is crucial for the economy
because around 30 percent of
annual retail sales occur between
Black Friday and Christmas. A
popular explanation for why it’s
called Black Friday is because
this day represents the point of
the year when retailers begin to
turn a profit, thus going from

being “in the red” to being “in
the black.”
However, with stores offering super-cheap “door-busters”
and other limited sales items,
causing some shoppers to go into
a frenzy, leads to some unpleasant experiences. Senior Anthony
Waite summed up his Black
Friday shopping experience in
one word.
“That [expletive] wild as
hell,” Waite said.
He then shared what makes
black Friday Shopping “wild”.
“Everybody in the store was

Please turn to page 8 for
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It must be near the
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By
Ronald
Thompson

T

he holiday season makes
many feel like a kid
again; via the sweet smells of
your mother sweet cooking, getting to see missed relatives, and
who can forget about big colorful presents awaiting you under
the fresh evergreen tree sitting
in your front room.
But what gifts will really
tickle your fancy this year?
“Shoes are really big to
me so I would say man Uggs,
Timberland boots, and Jordan’s,”
senior John Phillips said.
Christmas brings out the
inner child deep down inside.
So, why not ask the people who
buy the gits what they would
like for a change; the adults.

“Well,
Christmas gifts
aren’t really important
to me, but I wouldn’t mind seeing
that presidential 2016 diamondflooded Rolex waiting on me to put
on or just a nice solid gold busseddown Cuban link chain—either or
will do,” parent Robert Denton said.
Although expensive gifts may
be out of reach for many, holiday
spending will likely reach nearly $1
trillion (yes, $1,000,000,000,000),
according to the National Retail
Federation (NFR), the industry’s
largest advocacy organization.
Total spending is expected to reach
$938.58 billion, second only to the
record-high spending level set last
year at $952.58 billion.
It’s showing that adults just
like the finer things and things they
can cherish more and hold on to.
But sometimes the smallest gifts
have the biggest meanings. So, what
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While the Farmers’ Almanac is predicting a winter similar to that
two years ago (as shown here in January 2015), more recent
expert predictions offer milder forecasts.
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New year hoped to
bring change for those
who make resolutions
By Kyala Darby
and Tamara Pickens

R

e Christmas season!

me say what’s on
ir Christmas list

makes a good gift a good one?
“A great gift to me is something
can’t buy for myself,” Denton said.
But something that I know that was
eally thought about and from the
heart and nothing that is too crappy.”
However, most appear to what
omething that is anything but a
meaningful gift, according NFR. In
heir 2016 Holiday Shopping Forecast
press release, one poll indicates that
gift cards and gift certificates are the
op “present” on their holiday wish list,
with 61 percent saying they want one.
The next most desired gift item is
lothing or clothing accessories (53 perent), followed by books, CDs, DVDs,
ideos, or video games (40 percent).
Not surprisingly, consumer elecronics or computer-related accessories
32 percent) is the fourth rated gift
people want and tend to give. In fact,
Principal Carolyn Epps will be buying
her young loved ones technology.
“Now that I’m finally getting a

chance to think about it, laptops for
my niece and nephew,” Epps said.
But for those thinking about
getting the principal a gift, you are
going to need deep pockets.
“I want a luxury red Corvette,
new!,” Epps said.
Parents play Secret Santa
every year, so what do they think
kids want?
“I think they want technology
and the latest fashion for Christmas; I mean everyone wants the
newest technology and everyone
wants to look good.” Epps said.
But remember gifts are not
the reason for the season. Christmas goes deeper than that, but
nothing is wrong with enjoying a
few perks.
“Well, like I said, gifts aren’t
important to me and the size or
price doesn’t matter, but I’m a
man, what man doesn’t like jewelry,” Denton said.

Rough winter ahead?

By Kendra Moore
and Kannan Mitchell

W

hile this week’s was the first
real introduction to cold winer weather, most forecast models are
now predicting a pretty average season.
Winter 2016-17 may be colder
n the East, but leftover warmth from
he recent El Niño may dominate

elsewhere in the U.S., according to
an outlook released last Friday by
The Weather Company.
In early fall, many experts were
predicting a colder and snowier
period, but have since updated their
weather models to more temperate

Please turn to page 10 for
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egrets about the past
and hopes for the future
that’s what the New Year is all
about. Many see January 1st as
a way to have a fresh start while
others just don’t care.
People have various reactions to making New Year’s
resolutions.
“I don’t believe in New Year’s
resolutions because there’s always
something that will stop that
resolution from happening which
is reality,” senior Desire Mills said.
Senior Chenuyra Marshall
disagrees.
“I believe that the New Year
is the time to redeem yourself,”
Marshall said.
Others, on the other hand,
make New Year’s resolutions but
never follow through with it.
“I make New Year’s Resolutions every year,” said Shawni
Reed, aunt of senior Tamara Pickens. “The downfall that I have with
my resolutions is actually following
through with it because it’s like I’m
stuck in my old habits.”
Senior students agree with
Shawni.
“No matter how hard I try,
I always end up forgetting about
my resolution,” senior David
Daniels said.
Also, some feel as you
should change on your own instead of waiting until for the new
year to come.
“If a person wants to change
they will change no matter what,
a person would have to be physically ready to change themselves
not the date,” senior Zaniyah
Davis said.
Kenitra Woods, parent of
Kyala Darby agrees with her.
“I feel like it’s just

absolutely lazy to wait until the
New Year to want to make changes in your life,” Woods said. “If you
really want to make change in your
life, you would do it regardless of
the year. It’s all about progress and
it takes time to change.”
Most people don’t make
resolutions because they feel as
their experiences are lessons that
they could learn from.
“I wouldn’t change anything
I’ve done because I learned a
valuable lesson from that,” senior
Jalen Britton said. “I know that
will help me in the long run and
help me better myself, and I don’t
need the new year to do that.”
Also, some feel as if you should
change on you own other than
waiting until the new year to come.
“If a person wants to change
they will change no matter what,
a person would have to be physically ready to change themselves
not the date,” senior Cameren
Irvin said.
Within the year, you learn
and gain new experiences, many
people take their experiences
from the current year to make
their new year better.
“It was a learning experience, I feel like this was my year
to really mature my mind and
better myself on another level,”
junior Katana Darby said.
Junior Tianna McCullough
agreed.

“My 2016 year gave me
more focus and helped me think
on a greater scale and see things
for what they are and people
for who they are,” she said. “If I
could name 2016 as a chapter in
my life, I would name it: A learning experience. My 2016 year
was overall very interesting and
I learned a lot from it. I’ve made
so many mistakes this year and
I plan on taking those mistakes
and reviving them.”
Even though 2016 was a
learning experience for most,
others feel like they could have
made better choices that would
have benefited them in 2017, but
they don’t plan on jumping right
into the better choices because
it’s all about progress
“I would’ve been more conservative with my actions,” senior
D’angelo Jones said. “I could’ve
reserved a lot of my emotions
and time for stuff that would’ve
benefited me other than investing
my time into things that didn’t
really matter. I wouldn’t say that
I regret the things that I’ve done,
but I wish I had the knowledge
that I have now. I’m grateful for
my experiences good or bad. I
know what I went through is
what made me who I am today.
I’m not saying I’m perfect and I’m
going to change tomorrow but it
will happen eventually.”

Holiday memories
By Christian Peters
and Lawrence Harrell

S

tudents and staff are looking forward to the celebration of the upcoming holiday
because of past memories.
People enjoy the holiday
because of the time spent with
family, creating a good memory.
“My best memory was
when I was 8 years old,” senior
Kyle Farmer said. “My family
came over my house we laugh
and talked that day, later on that
night me and my cousin played
the Wii, I was busing his [butt]

in the boxing sport, also in the
basketball game, and around
11:00 p.m., we opened gifts that
we had always wanted. I got two
pairs of shoes and a lot of new
games for the Wii.”
Tradition is a key factor for
the holidays.
“My family tradition is to get
the whole family together and we
play games, talk, and eat our favorite
food mac n cheese,” Farmer said.
Some people believe that
Christmas is about sharing and
caring.
“I remember a couple of
years ago, on Christmas, we

made a big breakfast with eggs,
bacon, sausages, biscuits, pancakes with whip cream, grits, and
homemade french toasts,” senior
Corey Shannon said. “It was a
good morning we talked about
things we did for Thanksgivings
and clothes we had worn to the
parade downtown.”
Shannon willingly shared one
unforgettable family moment.
“What made it more memorable was my pregnant sister had

Please turn to page 8 for
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HOLIDAY MEMORIES
Continued from page 7
gone into labor,” he said. “We
had rushed her to the hospital
on the way her water broke. We
tried to get in contact with her
boyfriend, the baby’s father, but
he was busy with his family, and
they had a rule to turn off their
phones and enjoy the day. We
waited in the waiting room, luckily it was a quick delivery; we had
only spent three hours there.
“We made it back in time to
finish cooking the add ons and sides
for the chicken and ham. My sister
who had just had the baby called us
to bring her food, so I took it back
to the hospital and finally met my
first nephew, and I finally became
an uncle, and later that day, at night,
we played cards and prayed for my

sister and her new baby.”
The gifts received on Christmas help create good memories.
“When I was 18 years old,
graduating from high school and
my parents brought me my first
car on Christmas that year,” social
studies teacher Alvin James said.
Others enjoy waking up to
the smell of breakfast.
“I enjoy waking up to my
wife’s butter biscuit in the morning on Christmas day,” security
guard Allen Simpson said.
Different people have different traditions that their families do.
“I enjoy the company of my
family and friends on Christmas
day laughing, eating, and opening
gifts,” Farmer said.

SALE MADNESS
Continued from page 6
running around acting a fool,”
Waite said. “They was acting
like it was their last day on
Earth. It was a like ‘The Purge’
in that [expletive].”
Waite claimed someone
tried snatching a pair of jeans
from him which were the last
stocked in his size.
“This was back when I
was little, before I got tough,
and I was out shopping with
my mom,” he said. “We was
at this outlet, and I saw these
nice pair of Rocks. They were
the last pair in my size, and as
soon as I picked them up this
dude snatched them from me.
My mom cursed him out and
we ended up getting the jeans
back.”
A Perspectives Charter
School student, Kahari Powell,
said he has never been Black
Friday shopping, but he gets
the gist of how it would be.
“Just scrolling down my
timeline on Twitter, I see all
type of crazy stuff,” Powell
said. “I saw these two females
fighting over a pair of leggings
or something in WalMart.
It’s just crazy how people will
fight over basically anything.”
Powell witnessed the
outrageous amount of people
who wait outside for stores to
open Friday night for doorbusting.
“Last year, we were coming from Thanksgiving dinner
at my aunt’s house,” he said,
“and we were passing target
on Cottage Grove. I tell you it
was a million people waiting
outside to get in that store.
You would think they was
giving away free iPads in that
joint.”
A woman named Joan
Smiley claimed that the outcome of going Black Friday
can be very rewarding but it’s
not an easy task.
“I’ve gotten many gifts
for unbelievable prices in the
past,” she said. “Ever heard

of the phrase too good to be
true? Well that’s how Black
Friday shopping is. You might
see a thousand dollar flat
screen in the paper for 500
[dollars]. Yeah, that’s a good
deal but you are going to have
to wait in line for a hour, drive
to thirty stores just to find it
and deal with all the madness
going on in the store. To me
the sale is worth the trouble.”
Smiley, a woman who’s
committed to finding the
best deals, no longer goes out
door-busting on Black Friday.
“I used to go out shopping in the streets on Black
Friday,” Smiley said. “But
why go out when you can
wait for Cyber Monday. On
Cyber Monday vendors mark
everything online down. I prefer this method of shopping
because there’s no worries of
going to a store and being out
of luck because they’re out of
what you’re looking for.”
Cyber Monday is the
way to go according to Smiley.
“Look save your
gas and save yourself from a
headache,” she said. “I wasn’t
hip to this online shopping,
but I’m glad I was introduced
to it. I think everyone do more
online shopping, it’s truly the
way to go!”
Powell claims that he
will go out shopping on Black
Friday one of these years.
“Like to be honest I’m a
little bit terrified after watching seeing all those videos,”
he said,
“but who doesn’t like saving money, so, yeah, I can see
myself going next year.”
Street claims he’s too
old to be fooling around with
door-busters.
“No, no, no, you won’t
catch me out with them crazy
people,” he said. “Shoot, I’d
rather pay full price for something than messing around
with them. I got the money.”
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Students slow to embrace
online grading system
By Amber Collins
and Jalen Britton

M

anageBac users still
have mixed feelings
about the grade posting tool
being used in the second year
because there is still complications with learning how to
navigate it.
While some students
complain about the online
system, most teachers who are
now in their second year of
using the system don’t appear
to have as many problems
with Managebac as they did
last year.
“We’ve come a pretty
long way since the beginning
of last year,” MYP coordinator
Tim Gronholm said. “Most
of the teachers know what
they’re doing now.”
The school does, however,
have a number of new teachers who had to transition from
their old grading system.
“It was a challenge,”
forensic teacher Adero Corner
said. “It has been a learning
curve, I’ve gotten some training since I’ve been here on
using ManageBac. Any questions I had, I would ask Mr
Gronholm and other teachers
around so I’ve gotten a lot
of help and that’s been very
instrumental in me getting on

pace.”
Instead of the traditional
0-100 point and/or percent- age
style of grading student work,
a 1-8 “level of achievement” is
reached according to each of four
“criterion.” A zero is assessed
only if a student turns in literally nothing for a given task or
assessment, both formative (practice, skill-building tasks) and
summative (like projects, research
papers). The grading system is
based on International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme
(IBMYP) criteria.
Assessments, or tasks, are
listed on Managebac, and scored
using the 1-8 scale; however, no
running average is given. A bar
graph is offered to show student
progress on the various tasks
completed, both summatives and
formatives.
ManageBac “is the world’s
only IB software designed for
planning, assessment and reporting in the IB continuum,” according to the software program’s
website.
That said, there are teachers
that are more comfortable with
ManageBac in the second year so
they are able to help some of the
new teachers.
“With my husband being hired here, I’ve taught him
a lot of ManageBac,” English
teacher Allison Morales said, “so

teaching him has helped me
understand it better.”
But on the other hand,
some teachers actually like
the site, but they don’t like the
fact that students don’t know
how to use it.
“As a teacher, I like ManageBac and I don’t like ManageBac,” Morales said. “There
are advantages and there are
disadvantages. One of the
disadvantages is students don’t
understand how to use ManageBac, and they’re all used
to impact so if students could
understand it better I think I
would like it better.”
But students still complain that it is a difficult tool
to use, especially compared to
the CPS IMPACT grading
system. When it was used for
all assignment grades (not, as
used now, solely for 5-week
progress reports and semester grades), an overall grade
percentage could be viewed
on demand, precisely indicating a student grade at a given
time.
“I like Student Portal
better because Managebac
is really hard to understand,
and with Student Portal you

Please turn to page 9 for
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NOTABLY QUESTIONABLE
Continued from page 5
friendships and people who best
fit the category.
“I voted for my friends in
the categories they wanted to
win,” senior Leah Pepper said.
“If I wasn’t friends with neither of the candidates running
for a category I voted for the
person who was most fit for the
notable.”
Since students were nominated for various notables, they
believed in the chance of winning fair and square.
“Since I was nominated, I
wanted to win because I saw
that my classmates nominated
me, so why not vote for me now
to be a winner,” said Vernisha Perkins, a senior. “I was
nominated for Biggest Drama
Queen, Most Talkative, Most
Likely to be a Villain, Biggest
Gossip, and Cutest Couple. I
won every category I got chosen for.”
One student had a hidden
talent that no one knew she had,
but was certain she’d win.
“I was nominated for Best
Singer,” said senior student
Shantae Whitaker. “I expected
to win because my video went
viral online before it got deleted, and people were already

telling me how they were going
to vote for me. I wanted to win
because I felt like I was the best
singer.”
Being that some cast a
vote for one senior in multiple
categories, a few seniors won
in as many as five or six, giving
some the impression that there
is a skewed representation of
talented students. Some believed
that each person should only be
able to win one category in order
to allow more students to get a
chance to win title.
“Each person should’ve only
made it to the ballot for one or
two categories,” senior Tamera
Pickens said. “It’s not fair that
some people won three and four
categories when someone else
could’ve had the chance to be
in the yearbook for something.
Most people only won because
their friends voted for them
anyways so that makes it even
more unfair.”
It was said that votes weren’t
so accurate because majority of
the Senior Class did not vote, or
did not vote for themselves.
“I don’t check my CPS
email,” senior Braijon Carter
said.
As for the question of ac-

curacy, the yearbook sponsor
and coordinator for the task of
sending out the ballot, journalism teacher Keith Majeske, said
the concern is a yearly one he is
accustomed to.
“Every year students complain that the voting isn’t fair,
that something should be done
so everyone differently because
they don’t like the results, blah,
blah, blah,” Majeske said. “This
is very accurate—Google Forms
calculates the votes, not people
or students who have a tendency to cheat. Also, if you don’t
check your CPS email or vote
in a timely manner, well, too
bad—welcome to the real world
of real deadlines.”
And just like the recent
presidential election, there will
always be winners and losers, and
the only ones to blame are the
voters—or non-voters—themselves.
“If people just want to selfishly nominate themselves or
some of their friends in every
category, they can do that—it’s
their right,” he said. “It’s just
like in real life: If enough people
don’t get out and vote, then don’t
be surprise or complain about
who gets elected.”
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MANAGEBAC: YEAR 2
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Hillary Clinton

Donald Trump

Voters with college degree or advanced education were more supportive of Clinton, while
those with less education voted for Trump. (Source: New York Times)

Hillary Clinton

one is upset about this year’s
candidates and the outcome
of the election.
“I hate that Donald
Trump won,” Fashola said.
“He needs to learn compassion and take interest in every
person no matter how they
look. America is still a racist
country and he contributes
to it, so I’m scared of what he
might do.”
A senior had a strong
opinion that Hillary Clinton has
America’s best interest at heart.
“I think Hillary cares
about America more because
she wants to lock up fewer
non-violent offenders and
continue Obama’s efforts to

slow down global warming,”
senior Keyala Conigan said.
“She believes the power of small
changes compounded overtime
will lead to bigger ones.”
On another note, people
thought Michelle Obama
would’ve won if she would’ve ran.
“I think Michelle Obama
would have won,” Street said. “The
people really like her, she was definitely one of the best first ladies.”
Another senior supported this.
“Mrs. Obama is more
popular and known than both of
this year’s candidates,” Conigan
said. “And she’s the wife of a
good president so I’m pretty sure
she knows how the United states
should be ran, so I think she

Donald Trump

would’ve won if she ran.”
There was one person who
didn’t necessarily agree with
the previous quotes.
“If Michelle Obama
would’ve ran she would be
representing Barack Obama’s
policy, James said. “And Hillary
Clinton is a continuation of his
policy also, so I think the outcome would’ve been the same.”
Some people were
shocked that majority of our
country agree with Trump and
his changes.
“I feel that the turnout
of the election shows the true
mindset of America to even
nominate these candidates to
run,” Fashola said.

can see what you’re missing,
why your grade looks like
that, what’s your percent in a
class, and what you need to be
doing to improve your grade,”
senior Sakiya Thirston said.
ManageBac seems to be
a little bewildering because
of the contrasting way the
system suggest student understanding and progress.
“I feel like it can be very
confusing to most students
because there aren’t letters on ManageBac, but
there are numbers,” senior
Q’Rashanay Clay said. “We
are used to seeing A’s B’s C’s
D’s or F’s, but now we see
number 1 through 8, then
they would have to convert
that, and that brings confusing and a lot of questions to
the teachers about why do I
have this or why do I have

that and how did you get the
percent that teachers have
on IMPACT.”
Students feel that this
grading scale makes it easier
for students to pass.
“I like this grading scale
better, and that’s only because
with the old grading scale it’s
hard to get a certain grade to
get a A or a B, but with this
new grading scale, it allows
you a little leeway,” senior
Kapri Dowdell said.
But even though some
say the grading scale is better,
others still like the old way
better.
“I like IMPACT better
because I actually could see
what I got on an assignment
and then I could add it all up
and know what grade I had
got before grades came out,”
Clay said.

25
37
43
49
48
49
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Many use ridesharing over cabs for cost
By Destinee Owens
and Kiah Nason

R

idesharing providers have upended the
transportation industry in the
United States, if not the world,
and many young people including students and staff are turning
more into this style of local
travel.
Many people prefer Uber
and Lyft over traditional taxi
cabs because of the limited
amount of cash they have to
spend. A local nurse, Rena
Hatchett, likes ridesharing over
cabs because of the cost.
“I prefer a Uber because
it’s way less money than cab,”
she said. “Uber has a way where
you can pay with a credit card
and have an account with them
which is easier than paying up
front [like] with a cab and paying
more money.”
According to Letrice Nason,
an Aldi’s grocery store manager
and part-time Lyft driver, Uber
is better because of its fast arrival
and cheaper price.

“I prefer a Uber over a cab
because its quicker,” Nason said.
“Every time I suggest an Uber,
there’s usually one in my area
already, so it gets to me faster
than a cab would; also, it’s much
cheaper. You could use a credit
card instead of money upfront or
you and someone else could split
the money 50/50, so you and the
person you’re riding with don’t
pay that much money.”
Uber also appears to have
a much easier way to contact
them. The have apps where users
\ know their locations and the
time they will arrive. They also
have promo codes to make the
cost even less costly.
“Uber drivers’ actual phone
numbers are given so that we
can contact them, and the app
will notify you when they are en
route,” senior and ridesharing
user Terrence Fletcher. “Uber is
cheaper; you can split the cost
with another passenger if they
are going in the same direction as
you and you get promo codes to
make the cost cheaper.”
Uber first was offered in

Chicago in 2013 and appears
to have had a positive impact
on the taxi cab industry as it
hopes to compete with the
upstart company. A report by
the Technology Policy Institute,
released in March 2016, found
evidence that in New York and
Chicago, complaints about air
conditioning, “broken” credit card
machines and rude drivers have
fallen as well with the recent rise
of alternatives to taxicabs.
Another plus is the availability of ridersharing providers. According to a May 2016 Chicagoist story, there are approximately
90,000 drivers registered with
Uber and Lyft as more and more
people see it as an easy way to
make a few extra dollars in their
spare time.
Some adults say that if they
had that opportunity, they would
consider working for Uber for
the extra cash they can make.
“I would consider working for Uber,” Hatchett said.
“It would be extra money in my
pockets.”
It may be extra cash, but the

Many like the
easy to use
app to call an
Uber ride.

work doesn’t pay much better in
Chicago than flipping burgers at
McDonald’s.
Although the cost is cheap,
people are still aware that they
are getting into a vehicle with
complete strangers. The average trip, according to Uber, for
a Chicago driver pays out an
average of $14.42. However,
according to a Crain’s Chicago
Business story (May 2016),
that doesn’t really tell the whole
picture.

According to the story, one
Chicago Uber driver explained
that after expenses, he estimated
he makes $9 to $12 per hour,
plus there is the depreciation and
wear-and-tear on his car; he said
he racked up 8,000 miles on his
Ford Fiesta.
Passengers also say they are
somewhat suspect of the driving
experience itself.
“I get in the car with strangers who I have no intentions in
knowing…so it’s kinda hard to
feel safe,” Hatchett said. “I always
watch their every move and every
turn they make just to make sure
they do not try anything suspicious. [However,] nobody I know
has never had any problems but
I’m always aware in case there
will be.”
Some, however, have had
bad experiences.
“I was once in an Uber, and
I went to the gas station, [but]
before I got to the register, I
looked out and saw my driver
pulling off,” Fletcher said. “I was
left with no choice but to walk
home.”

Students reflect on the highs and lows of 2016
By Ali Scott
and Alexus Ellerbe

A

s the year closes,
students and faculty
recount their biggest achievements and regrets of 2016.
Regrets include the
things people do that they
aren’t proud of, as well as it
does things a person didn’t
do they wish they did. Music
teacher Matthew Kerr regrets
not doing what is necessary.
“I haven’t invested any
money yet,” Kerr said. “That’s
my biggest regret. I’m starting

Roth IRA [additional retirement
plan] which is something you
just put money away and it saves
up and hopefully doubles and
triples for retirement. That’s my
biggest regret this year thus far.”
Theory of knowledge teacher
Nell Seggerson also regrets not
forming a community to surround herself with.
“Generally I don’t think of
my life as a series of regrets, so
it’s not easy for me to come up
with one right away,” Seggerson
said, “but I think I know my
feeling based around the election. My main feeling was ‘I wish

I had a stronger community to
react to it, so I think that I’m
feeling so regret of not having
built up stronger community,
especially around resistance than
I have right now. I had that community in the past so I think that
that is a regret; that I’ve gotten
a little more comfortable which
has made me not react as angrily
about some issues, but I need a
community around me right now.
That’s my regret: not building up
that stronger community.”
English teacher Gerald
Winston also regrets not doing
the things he wanted to this year

even if they were far-fetched.
“Biggest regrets of 2016: I
didn’t win the lottery,” Winston
said, “I did not go to Beyonce’s
concert so I can run up on stage
and make her fall in love with
me, and I could not stop Trump
from being president. Those are
my biggest regrets.”
Senior student Raven Powell
regrets doing something against
her prime instinct.
“My biggest regret is going
back to [an ex],” Powell said. “I
shouldn’t have trusted him.”
But along with the bad,
there always some good. New

York Yankees legendary former player and manager Joe
Torre once said, “Unless you
have bad times, you won’t appreciate the good.” Seggerson
found time to be more in tune
with herself and nature.
“I’ve been trying to be
more in touch with my body,
so my biggest accomplishment
has been spending some time
in the summer on backpacking trips like hiking into the
mountains with all the food I

and it taking like three hours
getting home and shoveling the
snow,” environmental science
teacher Joshua Cartman said.
Teachers also expressed their
feelings towards that unusually
cold and snowy season.
“It was a hard fault blizzard,
I hate snow,” Irvin said. “Believe
it or not, I was in California
with the basketball team and we
got stuck in L.A. for like three
or four days, which I can’t say
I wasn’t happy about because it
was 70 degrees in L.A. when I
came back, I had a driveway full
of snow, my steps were full of
snow so I had to come back and
shovel, but the best thing about
that was that most of the snow
had melted from what I heard.
So I was in L.A. walking around
UCLA campus in shorts while
y’all were snowed in.”

English teacher Allison
Morales agreed.
“I hated it, but I kind of
loved it, we were out of school
for 3 days I think and I just
remember being hunkered down,
staying in, eating a lot of hot
food and it was just a nice mental
break from work and school,” she
said. “I remember the inconvenience when we had to go to a
store, so we had to walk to a store
and we were walking in snow
that was up to our knees.”
Some teachers are expecting
the worst in the coming months.
“I think so, only time will
tell, but if you follow Chicago’s
weather pattern every few years, it
will be a lot of snow,” Irvin said.
Morales added her expectation for the upcoming winter.
“There are predictions that
winter is going to be horrible this

year, and I think that’s because
we had such a mild winter last
year,” she said. “There wasn’t a lot
of snow, I don’t remember it getting very cold. I just remember it
being very mild.”
A few students also decided
to speak on their previous experiences with winter.
“My worst experience was
when I left my gloves at home,
I had to to walk home and I
thought I had frostbite in my
thumb,” junior Christian Bradford said.
Junior Hannah Moore also
agreed.
“My worst experience was
in the seventh grade when I
was walking on the ramp and
I slipped on ice, fell down
the ramp, landed in the snow,
sprained my ankle and my whole
body was numb,” Moore said.

Please turn to page 11 for

REGRETS

UNCERTAIN SEASON
Continued from page 7
conditions. One notable exception is the Farmers’ Almanac,
which contrasts the latest forecasts with predictions of “numbing cold and snowy” weather in
the Great Lakes region—us! But
according to the Farmers’ Almanac
website, they have used the same
“secret” forecasting methodology
since 1818, while others, like The
Weather Channel and NOAA
(National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration) use very
sophisticated modern technology.
It was only two years ago
when Chicagoans suffered from
an infamous “polar vortex” which
helped deliver 19.3 inches of snow
in a single early January blizzard,
followed by brutal sub-zero temps
with -40 degree wind chills.
Teachers and students
recently spoke on their feelings
towards the upcoming winter.

“I’m looking forward to a
calm winter because last year
was freezing cold and we had
a lot of snow, so I think this
winter will be a little different,”
assistant basketball coach Lance
Irvin said. “I’m going to start
looking at the global warming
trends too because I do believe in
global warming and it affects the
weather a great deal.”
While there were some
periods of cold weather last year,
overall, it was pretty mild. Winter
2015-2016 was the lower 48
states’ warmest December-February period in 121 years, according
to NOAA’s National Centers for
Environmental Information.
Staff spoke on their worst
winter memories that they’ve
previously encountered.
“During the blizzard in 2011,
just being stuck in the highway

SPORTS NEWS
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Trust is a challenge for many relationships
By Quinita Johnson
and Larry Watts

Y

ou know the couple
I’m talking about: The
one girlfriend that’s constantly
texting her boyfriend, and after a
minute, she gets highly upset and
calls it off for a week, or the guy
that flirts with all the girls, but
has his girlfriend in the dark.
Almost all relationships have
these problems, but we want
to know why. Many people go
around saying that they have trust
issues, thinking that it’s the trend.
Senior Vernisha Perkins claims
she doesn’t have “trust issues.”
“I have confidence in my
relationship, and I know that
when I’m not around, my boyfriend wouldn’t do anything that
I wouldn’t approve of,” Perkins
said. “Trust issues make you feel

unsafe and uncomfortable in a
relationship, and I feel the total
opposite with mine.”
Many have their own view
on how a relationship is supposed to be. Some couples like to
always be cuddled, others like to
have their personal space, like senior Alexis Pugh who explained
her view on how relationships are
supposed to be.
“You have to trust each other
and have consistency,” Pugh said.
“Also, you have to rely on each
other to feel comfortable with
each other.”
Some relationships have
seemly no problems at all. There are
no arguments, no disagreements
that spark trust issues, like senior
Anthony Waite’s relationship.
“Smoothly, I mean we really
don’t argue, we see thing the
same way, and every time we

are together nothing ever goes
wrong,” Waite said. “I don’t have
any reasons not to trust her and
she once had doubts whether or
not if she could trust me, but I
think I’ve earned it.”
Another thing some boys
have problems within the relationship is what their girlfriends
wear; some boyfriends can be
seen as controlling and some
don’t care as much, like senior
varsity football player Jared
Edwards explained about his
relationship.
“As long as it’s not ridiculous,” Edwards said. “I’m not her
daddy, so she can wear what she
wants long as she not showing a
lot of skin.”
Some seniors consider trust
issues as a stereotype instead of
an issue. Saying that either boys
are dogs or you can’t trust girls

are what couples use to explain
their trust issues.
“Most people have trust
issues first because of lack of
communication,” Perkins said.
“When they feel a certain way or
insecure about certain things in
their relationship, they don’t open
up so they keep it bottled up
inside. Assuming is another way
because instead of people asking
questions they assume what their
partner is doing.”
Some people get very
suspicious about their partner
but they don’t want to admit it.
They assume that they are hiding
something and it causes problems in the relationship.
“I have never been suspicious
about my boyfriend because he
proved to me that first, that isn’t
his personality and he wouldn’t
do anything to make me look

stupid,” Perkins said. ”Also, I’m
very nosy, so if he tries to do
something without me knowing,
it’s almost impossible.”
Other people, like adults,
give their thoughts about trust
issues or insecurities in relationships and why they think people
feel the way they feel.
“I feel like people’s trust
issues or insecurities probably, at
the end of the day, [are] rooted in
how they feel about themselves
and maybe other relationships
they have been in,” economics teacher Adam Ruggles said.
“Again, I feel like it’s so important to examine and reflect on
relationships that you are in, you
can hopefully figure out what
makes you feel that certain way
and how to work out the problems that comes between you and
that person or you and yourself.”

Officials seek new head coach after resignation
By Kiah Nason
and Corey Shannon

T

he search is on to fill
the position of leading
the varsity football team, after
the recent resignation of the
head coach after the team’s
final post-season loss earlier
last month.
Veteran coach Terry
Atkins and MP alumnus,
resigned just days after their
36-7 loss to the Simeon Wolverines in the Public League
playoffs.
Many students heard the
news via Twitter and were
surprised, including athletic
director Michael Berger.
“I was a little shocked
and disappointed,” Berger
said.
The process of finding
a new head coach is wellunderway, and many have already applied for the position
after being advertised all over
the internet.
“Right now, we have advertised the position,” Berger

said. “Hopefully, the week after
Thanksgiving break, we will start
conducting interviews, and by
Christmas break, we have someone hired in the position.”
The athletic director said the
school is looking for someone
with very specific qualities.
“Someone who’s committed
to Morgan Park, organized, has
a plan, follows through on what
they say, and is good at coaching
football,” Berger said.
Atkins has been a coach of
the Mustangs for the past three
years, and some of his varsity
players have played by his side
since they were sophomores,
and the junior varsity boys have
played with him since they were
freshmen.
One senior player was
stunned by the sudden departure.
“Disturbed, like how could
this happen?” senior linebacker
Katrick Duo said. “We need help
for college, and he was our leader
and mentor. It was crazy ‘cause
he didn’t even contact us himself;
I felt neglected.”
Although there were some

bad feelings surrounding the
resignation, there are still things
people will miss about him.
“His attitude [will be
missed,]” Duo said. “He always
had a great mindset, always telling himself it’s a great day to be a
Mustang and he led by example.
When we saw Coach Terry on
the field, we knew it was time to
play ball, and when we saw him
in school, we knew it was time to
take care of business.”
There were mixed feelings
from players as to how this will
impact the program. Some feel
it will push the players to do
better, while others think it will
negatively affect the program and
leave the team a mess.
“It’s going to make us hungry and have something to play
for,” junior quarterback Benjamin
Little said. “For the most part,
the younger players have positive
vibes for the future, while some
that are leaving out the door
think otherwise.”
Duo sees the team stumble a
bit in the meantime.
“I think it’s definitely going

to have a big impact on the team,
because the younger guys are
going to want to leave with all of
the mess going on and what happened with the season,” he said.
Whomever is hired, big
changes will likely follow.
“Having a new coach always
has an impact on a program, no
matter the sport,” senior linebacker and running back Jarred
Edwards said. “I feel whether

it’s good or bad is on how the
players respond to the situation.”
There has been no
contact from Coach Terry,
but according to thepublicleague.com, a sports blog
that covers Chicago Public
League sports, Atkins had
“no comment” when asked
about the reasoning behind
his resignation.

SEEKING NEXT LEVEL
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need for a week and I got better and better,” Seggerson said.
“The first time I did it, it felt
impossible and I felt like I was
gonna die, but overtime I got
better and I’ve just been able
to keep that physical comfortableness in nature and I think
that is a big accomplishment
especially being in the city, I
feel like I could survive nature
very well.”
Though Kerr doesn’t see
his feats as big accomplishments, he has used time this

Then-head coach Terry Atkins patrols the sideline during October’s homecoming football game at Gatley Stadium. (Photo
by Jayce Brame)

time to work on his music career.
“There’s a lot of things
I’m proud of doing like putting together groups,” Kerr said,
“Producing music, doing a lot of
jobs, starting to book more highpaying gigs for myself where I’m
taking the big cut, producing a
lot good stuff that I’m proud of
so those are some pretty good
achievements, but anything big
to really show for, I really don’t
have anything so that’s about it.”
Winston’s perfected his
video-gaming skills.

“I learned how to do a
crossover in 2K17, I finished
‘The District’ on Xbox 1, and I
didn’t go to jail!” Winston said.
People always make mistakes, but senior Faith Cassell
regrets nothing nor does she
have much to boast about
other than how mellow her
year was going.
“I don’t have any regrets
right now, actually,” Cassell
said. “This year is going pretty
good. My mixtape is coming
out.”

every coach wants to see out of
their players.
“I think I will be playing
the biggest position on the team
and taking leadership and being
the leader of the team,” Harden
said. “Basically stepping up,
getting to everybody mentally,
making sure everyone is straight
on the team, especially with the
underclassmen who just got on
varsity.”
In order to have a successful
team, everyone must play as one
unit.
“We work together as a
team,” Sydnor said. “We have a

majority of guards, so we are a
quick team which will allow us to
run and get transition baskets.”
Expectations are high for
Sydnor.
“Tenacity, good defense,
and leadership,” Winston said.
“[Sydnor] hates to lose; she
knows how to put a team on
her shoulders and take care. She
makes the right passes when she
has to, takes the shot when she
needs to.”
The Lady Mustangs are
scheduled to take on South
Shore International (3-3) in an
away game at 5 p.m.
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Lady Mustangs expect to improve
upon last season’s fourth place finish
By Alan Taylor
and Alexis Pollard

T

he Lady Mustangs
varsity basketball team
is looking to get back downstate
and make history this season
after placing fourth overall last
year.
The ladies took fourth in the
Class 3A IHSA girls basketball
tournament last year, which is the
best ever for girls basketball at
Morgan Park.
Senior Guard Destiny
Harden has committed to West
Virginia University, but doesn’t
feel like her work as a Mustang is
complete.
“I feel I haven’t finished yet,
because I haven’t won a state
championship,” Harden said.
Many teachers around the
school are rooting for the Lady
Mustangs (4-3 overall, after Friday’s home game against Brooks
College Prep, 71-55) to make
a major comeback this season.
English teacher and basketball
superfan Gerald Winston believes the ladies has what it takes
to become state champions.
“If Rachel Spencer overcomes her injuries they will come
back and win,” Winston said.
“Now that they have the experience, I think they we’re a little
uncertain last year they never
been in that position before now
that they’ve been there and they
know what it’s like, this is their
year.”
Basketball strength and conditioning coach Chris Hopkins
thought the 2015 squad should
have gone all the way.

“I was a little surprised,
honestly,” Hopkins said, “because
our girls’ team was pretty legit, I
thought with both those powerhouse girl: Gabrielle Cooper
and Deja Cage. With them, I
thought for sure they were gonna
take it, but I guess the other
teams put in a little more work
and went after it.”
This team has many leaders who can step up at any given
moment, including senior point
guard Porsha Sydnor who feels
that one of her jobs on-and-off
the court is to be a role model to
the younger players.
“My role is being a leader,”
Sydnor said. “I’m also going
to try and be a better scorer. I
just want to take my team back
downstate; that’s my main focus.
[And] making sure my teammates are being responsible during and out of school. Making
sure they stay out of trouble and
just being a good role model.”
Sydnor and junior guard
Rachel Spencer are some of the
basketball fan favorites here.
“Of course Sydnor is my
favorite point guard, now that
[boys varsity Mustang] Charlie
Moore is gone,” Winston said.
“But I love Sydnor with Rachel
there, too. I’m telling you they’ve
got what it takes to bring the
championship home to its rightful place.”
What makes a great basketball team is an outstanding
coaching staff, led by head coach
Kedonica Taylor, teaching the
ladies the fundamentals of the
competitive sport.
“Oh yeah, I commend coach

Lady Mustangs guards Destiny Harden Teneil Robertson and swat at a rebound during last Friday
night’s home conference victory over the Brooks Eagles, 77-51. (Photo by Brandon Taylor)
Q,” Hopkins said. “I mean, they
have a really good program. I’ve
been in there a several times
and listening to them coach and
listening to them fundamentally
teach the girls, you know, just to
be in the perfect position to be
successful, so now it’s up to the
girls to take that knowledge and
put it on the court.”
Mustang Destiny Harden’s
aggressiveness on both sides
of the ball has become a major

bonus to this team.
“She’s a good leader on
both sides of the ball,” Winston
said. “In basketball, you have to
do both sides or you just gonna
lose.”
Basketball is a sport that can
be won by playing the basics well.
“It’s fundamentals in everything you do,” Hopkins said.
“Honestly, it’s how you condition
yourself everyday. You wake up
in the morning, take a shower,

brush your hair—it’s all about
how you prepare fundamentally
to improve your talent. A lot of
people don’t understand talent
alone sometimes won’t get you
far; working on fundamentals
and adding hard work to that is
what get kids to the next level.”
Leadership is something
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Rebound to title-form is Mustangs plan
By Natasha Rivers
and Kyren Mason

T

he tipoff for the
basketball season has
finally arrived, and the Mustangs boys varsity squad has
been preparing since the start
of the school year, en route to
what they hope will be a state
championship season.
Already the team (1-0) is
making some noise, crushing the Bowen Boilermakers,
116-53, back on November
27. The Mustangs are ranked
No. 2 on the Chicago Tribune
Top 20, with the Simeon
Wolverines ranking No. 3 and
the Curie Condors taking the
top spot.
The Mustangs fell short
of reaching the IHSA Class
3A championship tournament
for the first time in three years
last season, thanks to an upset
by No. 17 Lincoln-Way West

Warriors in the Joliet Central Supersectional in mid-March, 68-60.
However, simple goals will
lead to success this season, according to head basketball coach
Nick Irvin.
“I plan on coaching well
first and getting them on one
accord and getting them playing
together, getting them bonded
to the team first, and just getting
them to be great teammates,”
Irvin said.
It takes more than one coach
to train the team; there are many
other coaches behind the scenes
many fans don’t really see. Each
coach plays a different role in
training the team, as of now
there are six coaches.
The six coaches are Irvin,
and assistant coaches Rodell
Davis, Kurt Ellison, Lance Irvin,
Christian Hopkins, and Terry
Johnson.
Wins don’t come easy, so
with working out in the gym and

practicing all day everyday, this
team appears to have it under
control.
“So everyday we’re in the
weight room, working on lower
body or upper body, then just
pushing their bodies to a level to
help them stay prepared for the
long, tedious season that they’re
about to embark on,” strength
and conditioning coach Hopkins
said at the start of the season
last month. “We’re in the weight
room from 3:15 p.m to about
4:45 p.m, so we’re in there about
a good hour and a half; they get
about a good 15 minutes to get
over to the gym and get straight
to practice.”
There are many coaches who
play a role with helping train
both the frosh-soph and varsity
team, like coach Lance, but he
says there are differences between
the two teams making how they
train them slightly different.
“It is a little bit different

with the varsity players that we
had their use to the program, and
they’ve been with us for about
at least two, three years, some of
them four years, so they understand the concept and they know
how to play a little bit more by
making the right baskets—they
know the defensive scheme,” he
said. “But with the freshmen,
they really don’t know, so I have
to take them real slow. We can
get away with the varsity taking
us 15 to 20 minutes, but it might
take the freshmen an hour, sometimes two hours. When they get
a little older, they’ll pick it up a
little faster.”
Players and coaches are very
confident, such as senior varsity
player Cameren Irvin, who ranks
his team’s chances of victory very
highly.
“[It’s a] ten, because a lot
of my teammates on my team,
they depend on me and I depend
on them, so we really trust each

other and we have confidence
in each other, too,” he said.
“We know what our weaknesses are and we know what
strengths we have, and we can
use that in our ability to win a
lot of games.”
There’s often a voice
pushing them to the limit;
most of the time it’s the players pushing their teammates
to do the best they can.
“I’m a leader of the team,”
Mustangs center Lenell Henry.
“I talk a lot to the players,
make sure they do what they’re
supposed to do in class and
on-and-off the court.”
And with upperclassmen
on the team, this is the most
important season for their
high school career.
“I feel excited,” small
forward Romelo Burrell said.
“I’ve been waiting on this and
I feel like it’s my time to leave
my mark on this team.”

