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Surprise, juniors!
The ACT is back
By Amber McKnight
and Kaylee Scholp

C

hicago Public Schools
(CPS) were expected to
administer the SAT to juniors
this year, but has now decided to
revert back to the long-employed
ACT due to complaints and
complications.
Originally, CPS was mandated by the State of Illinois
to have the Class of 2017 take
the SAT instead of the usual
ACT college entrance exam. But
because of the ACT’s contract
with the Illinois State Board of
Education (ISBE) ending, ISBE
went with the SAT rather than
renewing the contract, alleging
that it was less expensive.
But then, just weeks after
the decision was made, it was
announced in mid-January that
the students will take the ACT
after realizing there wouldn’t be
enough time to prepare for the
implementation of a different
exam.
CPS has announced that
it will remain committed to the
ACT, with the Class of 2017,
all taking a fully-funded ACT
on Tuesday, May 3. An official
switch to the SAT appears to be
set for the Class of 2018 next
spring, but having juniors take
it this year still hasn’t been ruled

Bowling wins
Public League
title

St. Valentine’s
shout-outs

S c h o o l

‘Outstanding’
science students
prepare for city
fair competition
S

After a bit of a flip-flop, Chicago Public Schools (CPS) has announced that juniors will, once again, be taking the ACT college
entrance exam this spring.
out, according to curriculum
coordinator Gerald Moore.
“That is up in the air, but not
likely,” Moore said. “[CPS officials] have to work out the snafu
with ACT, then they have to find
the money for SAT, then they
have to work out the logistics.”
The ACT is a timed test divided into four sections: English,
math, reading and science. It is
given to juniors typically every
spring and it tests to see what
level you are on in high school to

see if you are mentally prepared
for a college level.
This test and the results
basically determine a student’s
educational and career future,
and with the ISBE going back
and forth, some feel as though
it isn’t right, according to junior
Paula Pettis.
“I feel [the uncertainty] is un-

Please turn to page 4 for
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ix students earned top
scores at the Regional
Network Science Fair held
last month and will go on
to compete at the citywide
competition.
The following students
each received an Outstandinglevel certificate and trophy at
the regional fair at Chicago
State University and will
participate in the City Science
Fair from March 17-20 at the
Museum of Science and Industry: juniors Arianna Boyd,

Kapri Dowdell, and Hakeema
Kellum; sophomores Ben
Dweh (Best in Category in
Physics and received a plaque)
and Davora Buchanan; and
freshman Serena Echols.
Dweh conducted an
experiment regarding the best
insulation for soundproofing,
based upon the hypothesis
that “if foams are used to seal
the creaks and the sides of a

Please turn to page 3 for

SCIENCE FAIR

Outstanding Regional Network Science Fair winners: Ben
Dweh, Davora Buchanan, Hakeema Kellum, Kapri Dowdell,
Arianna Boyd, Serena Echols, and science fair coordinator
Glennie King.

Teachers offered ‘serious’ contract,
but some uncertainty remains
By Brian Brantley
and DeAndre Branch

D

espite the ongoing budget crisis for
Chicago Public Schools (CPS),
some positive news surfaced
late last week with the Chicago Teachers Union (CTU)
surprise announcement that a
“serious” four-year deal has been
offered by the district, perhaps
putting to rest the talk of a possible strike later this school year.

“After a period of intense
and difficult bargaining, the
Chicago Teachers Union has
received a serious offer from
CPS...the basic framework
calls for economic concessions
in exchange for enforceable
protections of education quality
and job security,” the CTU blog
announcement states.
Although union officials
would not comment on specific
details of the tentative contract
(that was expected to be voted on

this past Monday), news outlets
reported that teachers will pick up
the 7 percent pension contribution that CPS had been paying,
plus more for health care costs, in
exchange for no economic layoffs
and other job protections during
the four-year period.
While CTU President
Karen Lewis reportedly said
earlier in the school year that a
pension pick-up was potentially
“strike-worthy,” that position has
apparently softened by the union.

Although official details had
yet to be released by Saturday,
CTU associate delegate and
English teacher Gerald Winston
suggested that this may be as
good as it gets.
“...[T]eachers need to
face the reality of the financial
situation in Chicago and not to
expect a great gain in salary,” he
wrote in an email. “With that
said, if the other job protections
are guaranteed, I would initially lean toward saying the deal

highly be considered. We get
to keep our steps and lanes (a
plus), promise of no economic
layoffs for the duration of
the contract (double plus...I
really do like job security).
Promise to cap charter school
expansion (something like no
opening of a new charter unless another one is closed).....

Please turn to page 2 for
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District needs to dump
Aramark to provide
cleaner schools
By Jaharha Pryor

E

mpty Flamin’ Hots bags
littering the floor alongside marching brown roaches,
grimy walls and floors, and
filthy bathrooms that make you
wonder what disease you might
pick up if you dare to enter. You
wouldn’t allow those conditions
in your own home, and yet we are
forced to endure them at our own
school.
Once upon a time, if a
school was dirty, a negligent
custodian would be blamed;
however, today’s problem is not
as simple as a lazy janitor.
Two years ago this month,
CPS hired Aramark, one of the
largest janitorial companies in
the country, tasked with the job
of cleaning schools.
Why? To save money. How?
Easy! Just layoff a majority of
the janitors leaving schools with
a tiny crew to try and maintain
huge and typically old buildings
like Morgan Park.
How well has the transition
worked? If you ask practically

anyone—that is, anyone other
than an Aramark supervisor—it’s
now kind of gross, and that’s putting it gently.
Right now, only two (two!)
custodians are on staff at MP
during the school day to try and
keep up with the mountains of
snack chip bags, brownie crumbs,
and empty water bottles that litter the classrooms and hallways,
not to mention the 14 student
bathrooms, locker rooms, and
other areas of the school. Four
are staffed for the evening shift
to get this old, grimy building in
shape for the next day.
Let’s be realistic! Aramark
needs to invest in their employees so that schools can be cleaned
adequately, or CPS needs to end
their contract.
Speaking of the contract,
which was supposed provide
“cleaner schools” (according to

l
a
i
r
o
t
i

ed

Please turn to page 3 for

EDITORIAL:
CLEAN OUT
ARAMARK

morgan
park
high
school
1744 West Pryor Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60643
Dr. Carolyn D. Epps, Principal
Mrs. Gail Tennial, Assistant Principal
Mrs. Rochelle Bryant, Assistant Principal

EMPEHI News is a student publication of Morgan
Park High School whose goal is to inform the
student body as to school news, as well as local,
national, and world issues. The views expressed
in the editorials are not necessarily those of
Morgan Park High School. The views in columns, reviews and commentaries are those
only of the writers.

2015-2016 EMPEHI News Staff
Reporters (4th period)
Jacob Bonds, Deandre Branch, Brian Brantley, Adrianna Clements, Tytiana
Coats, Gregory Diggins, Davia Doss, Azzarah Edwards, Tariq Harding, Kenya
Hardwick, Roslyn Hayes, Gregory Howell, Kacharra Johnson, Kameryn Kuntu,
Koi Lacey, Amber McKnight, Nija Norwood, Brandon Piper, Stephanie Poole,
Iyana Quinn, Sinclaire Reeves, Kaylee Scholp, Latrisha Sutton, Kenisha Thigpen,
Destiny White, and Jainelle Withers.
Reporters (7th period)
Trenell Austin, Elexus Barrett, Carrian Bell, Star Bolden, Dashaniqua Bond, Kaila
Boyd, Dawanna Bradley, Thalame Byrd, Shamia Charles, Tiger Dickerson,
Amani Fashola, Sontrell Ganier, Aaliyah Gray, Andre Johnson, Dominique
Leonard, Kiara Mason, Deshonda May, Kamari Moore, Arionna Moss, Aaron
Parker, Jaharha Pryor, Zyshon Roberts, Camry Sanders, Zahria Shelton, Xavier
Taylor, Jonathan Thompson, Seiara Walker, Sparkles Washington. and Darrielle
Whitaker.
Contributing Photographers
Raven Smith and Unique Boyd
Advisor		
Association Membership
Production
Mr. Keith		
Scholastic Press Association
Regional PublishingMajeske		of Chicago			Corporation
					Palos Heights, Illinois

OPINION
EMPEHI News

news briefs
JROTC MILITARY BALL THIS WEEK
By Kenisha Thigpen
JROTC is planning to
hold their annual military
ball this Friday, but low ticket
sales last month has led to
some concern.
The Junior Reserve
Officer
Training
Corps
will,
once
again,
host
their
dinnerdance at
The New
Martinique (8200 S. Cicero Ave.)
February 5, costing those who
attend $35 per person.
Unfortunately, only 136
tickets has been sold so far (as
of late January), according to
Major Michael Striverson.
Low advance ticket
sales in the past has caused
organizers to postpone the
event as much as a month

later, but this time the decision
was made to keep the original
date. It is expected that many
will make their purchase this
week, plus, the event will be
open to all who are interested,
lifting the previous requirement
that attendees had to be a part
of JROTC.
“If we keep our hopes up, we
will be able to push the [sale of
the] ball tickets,” Striverson said.
With some being unable to
pay the $35, sponsors have been
sought, typically generous teachers, to purchase the ticket on
behalf of a needy student.
Cadet Jones, who is now a
junior, said that with his math
teacher sponsored him for last
year’s ball.
“I will always be thankful
for what my teacher did for me,”
Jones said. “I really appreciate it.”
Although the ball is held at
a nicely maintained banquet hall,
some JROTC members are expected to help set up and install
some decorations that coordinate
with the Great Gatsby/1920’s

theme before guests arrive.
Unfortunately, last year, the
event struggled to start on
time.
“The staff showed up an
hour late last year, and that
made us had the rush things
so the cadets could hit the
dance floor,” Striverson said.
“This year, I have staff showing up an hour early.”
For those who haven’t
attended a military ball, it is
an event where everyone gets
together to eat, dance, and
party to celebrate the hard
work the cadets have put in so
far this year.
There is also the election of king, queen, and court,
as well as a guest speaker.
Lieutenant Colonel (retired)
Scott Kochheiser spoke at the
last event.
Females are expected to
dress like they are going to
formal event: their dresses
must be fingertip length,
while males are to wear their
Class A uniform.

ECONOMIC UNCERTAINTY
Continued from page 1
is also a plus.”
However, some teachers
may not accept the idea of what
amount to something of a pay cut.
“...[I]t looks like a deal that
might get a 50-50 reception from
teachers,” Winston wrote. “The
teachers I’ve spoken to already
don’t like the idea of the pension
pickup, but we’re the only city
employees only paying 2 percent.
To try to keep only paying the 2
percent while everyone else pays
more...will not play well in the
court of public opinion, especially
in this economic climate.”
While securing a new
contract between teachers and
the district goes a long way in
settling the remainder of the
school year, other challenging
issues remain.
Just to update readers on
all of the issues that have been
working toward some kind of
school disruption between now
and June include the following:
• CPS is operating with a
budget shortfall of $480 million, with the hope that the
State of Illinois will provide
the missing funding;
• CEO Forrest Claypool
had earlier threatened that
upwards of 5,000 teachers could be laid off second
semester, but has recently
quieted, especially in light
of the tentative contract.
However, late last month,
Claypool let go 227 administrative employees—not

school-level positions—and
closed another 180 vacant
positions;
• Governor Bruce Rauner
has stated unequivocally
that he will not approve any
financial help for CPS unless
lawmakers and public officials, including Mayor Rahm
Emanuel, support his bill
that would essentially outlaw
collective bargaining for all
public employees. Public
service workers and their
unions would be prohibited
from collective bargaining
over any form of compensation (including wages,
overtime, vacations, holidays
and other benefits), hours of
work, seniority and layoffs;
• The governor and Republican lawmakers unveiled a
proposal in January to allow
CPS to declare bankruptcy
and take away the mayor’s
authority of schools, placing
them under state control;
• CPS teachers have been
working without a contract
since the last one expired on
June 30. The tentative deal
was to be voted on by its
40-member bargaining team
on Monday, then on to the
House of Delegates for a
vote tonight.
School officials are notably worried about the potential
disruptions to the remainder of

the school year, although the
question was asked before the
latest announcement.
“My biggest concern is that
students won’t be able to learn,
because there will not be anyone
here to teach them,” Principal Dr.
Carolyn Epps said, alluding to the
possible strike or massive layoffs.
A lot of people could be affected by the previously threatened layoffs and major problems
with budget cuts and classes.
“If there are budget cuts,
unfortunately, depending on the
amount of cuts, there may have
to be some layoffs, and if that
happens, some class sizes would
increase,” Dr. Epps said. “How
large? I don’t know. But I’m sure
classrooms [would] have closer to
30-40 students per class.”
Although teachers have been
working this school year, they
have done so without an actual
contract. The last strike was held
in 2012 and lasted for seven days.

EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to
the editor. All letters must have a name
and division number. We reserve the right
to edit all letters for mechanics, length, and
content. Please submit responses with
name and division to Mr. Majeske or any
member of the newspaper, or to
KEMajeske@cps.edu.
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Underclassmen blanketed with electives info
in order to make informed programming decisions
By Dashaniqua Bond

S

chool officials recently
initiated a detailed
program to provide underclassmen with information as to what
electives are offered and what
their content is, so that they may
make informed decisions on the
upcoming subject elections for
next school year.
Programmer Bethany
Kaufmann, with assistance from curriculum coordinator Gerald Moore,
held programming assemblies during second period, Monday through
Thursday, last week to help underclassmen learn about options for
each available class and understand
the requirements and expectations
for entering any of the academic
tracks that the school offers.
“So basically, it’s just an
overview of the programming
process and to give them a sense
of how many electives there
are and what they can choose,”
Kauffman said.
In the past, students were
typically rushed through the
programming process, sometimes with division teachers
and counselors selecting courses
for the many students who had
no clue as to what the classes
were or what they were actually

interested in.
However, now, if students
listened at the elective assemblies, or
viewed the YouTube elective advertisements, or examined the 63-page
Student Curriculum and Planning
Guide 2016-17 in the library, there
should be no excuses or complaints
about the classes students are
enrolled in next school year.
Based on all this information, an informed student should
be a better student, overall, according to the programmer.
“I think that the more you’re
interested in a subject, the better
you are going to do,” Kaufmann
said. “That’s going to lead to
more success and a happier you.
It’s important to take those
classes that are core, too, because
you might discover something
you don’t like. But if you can
take a class that you know you’re
gonna be excited about, that
might make all the difference in
terms of your high school career.”
Although some, like junior
Amber Collins, who admitted to
not paying attention during the
assembly, some did appreciate the
presentation.
“The most informative thing
was getting some clarification on
what classes juniors can take next
year and how it could help out

Social science teacher Duc Le’s Approaches to Learning YouTube video, which begins with, “I was
reading a leather-bound dictionary. Words,” has enjoyed the most visits at 198.
for our senior year and college,”
junior Amber McKnight said.
Some felt the presentation
could have been a little clearer
regarding actual credits that
would be received.
“The session could have been
more valuable if they specifically
told us what type of credits the
classes would get, and if the classes
would help everyone get to where
they want to go,” McKnight said.
An extension of the elective
presentation is the Morgan Park
High School YouTube channel (https://www.youtube.com/
channel/UCRVkChgmHlxfgPJ9HWKQnw) which features 28

SCIENCE FAIR
Continued from page 1
box from the outside, then
the sound being transmitted
from the speaker within the
box will restrict the passage of
sound,” he wrote in an email.

Regional Science Fair trophy that Outstanding-level
students received.
The junior came upon the
idea with the help of scoring
YouTube videos that he found
“intriguing.”
He added that he enjoyed exploring the subject of
science, particularly that of
physics.
Dowdell explored the
subject of the materials
used in local parks, entitled,
“What’s Hiding Under Your
Feet at the Playground?”
Her hypothesis is, “If the
grass blades in the artificial
grass turf are wide, then the

rubber crumb tire infill will escape faster and release a chemical
which is still being determined
to be cancerous,” she wrote in an
email.
The junior’s inspiration for
the project came from a TV
broadcast.
“I saw a discussion on a television show detailing how soccer
players, especially goalies, are
catching cancer and dying,” she
wrote. “Many scientists suspect
this could be linked to the rubber
crumb on the field. My brother’s
favorite sport is soccer, so it made
me curious to find out if he could
be in danger.”
4. Science is not my favorite
subject, yet I like doing science
fair experiments and labs.
Dowdell, who despite
claiming that science “is not my
favorite subject,” has enjoyed
great success in it.
“Last year, I won the state
science fair at SIU, so it was
pretty difficult at first to top my
project from last year,” she said,
“so this year I had to do more
research and think outside the
box in order for my project to be
good. When explaining my ideas
for this project, at first I didn’t
know how to perform the experiment. Once understanding what
I wanted to do, I discovered how
hard it was to find artificial turf.

I wanted to get the turf from
professional fields, yet didn’t
have time to do so.”
Echols investigated the
unusual hypothesis that the
fruits that are heavier are
actually healthier than lighter
ones.
“I believe this [hypothesis] from prior knowledge
because a majority of things
that are heavy contain lots of
material, so these heavy fruits
will have lots of nutrition and
will be heather for you,” the
freshman wrote in an email.
Echols took on this angle
for personal reasons.
“My father had open
heart surgery and had to take
many vitamins and supplements,” she wrote. “I wanted
to find away that he could get
vitamins and nutrients without taking so many pills.”
This project is one that
has evolved from the one
she did as an 8th grader and
hopes it will have a real impact on people
“I also did a similar project last year with weight and
density and went to the city
level,” she wrote. “I’m hoping
that this project will change
the life of everyone and make
them think about what they
consume.”

short videos during which teachers
and students deliver an overview
of what many new and existing
electives are about. International
Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme coordinator Timothy
Gronholm and a small group of
volunteer students captured the
infomercials on a video camera and
posted them on the website.
Many of the YouTube videos
have been viewed upwards of
over 30 times, while social science teacher Duc Le’s clever
overview of his Approaches to
Learning class has enjoyed 198
hits (as of Jan. 23).
Although there are some
new electives to choose from,
including Video Game Fundamentals, Women In Literature,
Advertising In The Media, Forensic Science, students still don’t
feel as though the important

ones are offered.
“The thing that’s disappointing about the electives is that
they’re boring,” junior Gabrielle
Sanders said. “We don’t have fun
stuff like culinary arts, woodshop,
cosmetology, etc, stuff that’ll
actually help us build skills that
we can do for money because
school doesn’t always work out
for everybody.”
Next up, from February 16
through March 18, counselors
will have individual sessions with
rising juniors and seniors to help
finalize decisions.
Once programming has
been completed, course selection
verification forms will be distributed at the Report Card Pick Up
event on Tuesday, April 12. It
is anticipated that teachers will
receive their tentative schedules
on Wednesday, June 1.

EDITORIAL:
CLEAN OUT ARAMARK
Continued from page 2
a CPS PowerPoint used to
drive support for the Aramark deal), and save money,
neither has really happened.
School administrators around
CPS have reported that their
schools are grossly unkept,
and, money-wise, the district
had to pay an additional $7
million because they undercounted the number of
schools needed to be cleaned
(according to a report by the
Chicago Sun-Times).
Now, just looking around
MP, the classrooms are dirty.
Paper, wrappers, and overflowing garbage cans are the
norm. If a custodian doesn’t
get to a classroom, or hits it
early in the school day, it is
left up to the teacher to do it
as the day wears on. As a student, I shouldn’t have to step
over empty bottles and paper
balls to get my desk. Teachers
shouldn’t have to deal with
the stress of large classes,
lesson plans, grading students’
work, and cleaning up.
The women’s bathrooms

are stinky cesspools. They are
notorious for having soiled sanitary napkins in the stalls, having
no tissue, and they have a gagging stench. Bathrooms are even
locked so students don’t have
access to them because they’re so
dirty. Who does that?
To make matters worse,
insects and rodents have taken
up residence at our school.
Insect and rodent droppings
pose a threat to student and
faculty health. A person
exposed to such conditions are
at risk to having an asthma
attack and contracting other
preventable diseases.
Can a “world-class education,” which CPS says it expects to give students, be provided in an environment that’s
about as clean as a dumpster?
It is time that we take a stand
against money-hungry corporations that are not interested
in creating a positive environment for our schools. CPS
needs to dump Aramark and
hire enough people to keep our
schools clean and safe.
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Polished Pebbles seeks membership for new year
By Aaron Parker

P

olished Pebbles is a mentoring group that began
two years ago here at Morgan
Park in an effort to help the
young ladies build self-esteem,
self awareness, and develop positive relationships.
Rita Williams, the facilitator of this group, reflected on the
organization’s purpose.
“We go on field trips to see
how businesses run and how to
have proper etiquette when you
go out to fancy places to dine,”
Williams said of the group that
was initiated two years ago. “We
had a big trip to Bloomingdale’s last year where the ladies
learned about department stores

on Michigan Avenue, and [we]
might [have] smaller trips to
plays or movies [this year].”
The Polished Pebbles members are trying to recruit more
girls to join the group, which is
just starting back up again.
“The group meetings for this
year haven’t started yet,” Williams said. “We’re advertising
now. We usually have a group of
20 girls in each session. There’s a
session 5th and 6th period, and
we meet in the Social Room or
auditorium.”
However, Polished Pebbles
isn’t just an MP program, as
senior Kiara Mason reflected
on her experience and what she
learned at another location.
“I attended Polished

Pebbles at University of Chicago
Charter-Woodlawn,” she said. “I
learned how to dress properly for
interviews and how to better my
attitude and I gained many work
skills.”
As MP does, the Woodlawn
group also offered fun and interesting programs.
“We had a fashion show, we
made videos, we did homework,
and talked about topics important to us,” Mason said. “ Overall,
my experience was amazing. They
taught me so many things to use
in the real world as far as work
skills and personal ways to be a
better person.”
Mason also feels that Polished Pebbles is a good group
and can benefit young ladies and

ACT RETURNS THIS SPRING
Continued from page 1
fair…because we already had been
preparing for the ACT,” she said.
Other students like junior
Arianna Boyd felt comfortable
regardless of all the indecisiveness of the state.
“It didn’t really affect
anything having to switch, then
switch back, because no steps
were taken to prepare us for the
SAT,” she said. “Any prep or prior
training was for the ACT.”
Some feel secure because of
the help from all of the teachers
that have participated in teaching
and getting students prepared.
“I feel comfortable taking it
because that’s basically what our
teachers been telling us about
since day one and teaching the
skills we will need to get the
high scores and go to the college
of our dreams,” junior Alyssa
Cheeks said.
Returning to the ACT is not
just important to students, but to
CPS, too, according to the curriculum coordinator.
“CPS needs an ACT score
for part of high school’s ‘School
Quality Rating’,” Moore said.
“[Schools] get evaluated on how
much our students grow from
one year to the next, using Plan
and ACT scores, and what the
overall average is.”
Next year will likely be
different, though, for students,
teachers, and CPS, who will
all have to make the change to
the SAT. And, for most, change
is difficult, according to math
teacher Lauren Phillips.
“Our state itself is driven
behind the ACT, so even this
year, when we thought we were
going to do SAT, I was still trying to get juniors to do the ACT
just because I think they’re going
to do better on it because all of
our curriculum for the past how
many years have been based on
the ACT,” Phillips said. “So, to
make that shift, I feel like it will
take a few years for everyone to
[make that] shift.”

develop them.
“Polished Pebbles is a very
good group,” she said, “and can
help many girls. If you have confidence issues, they will teach you
that everyone is beautiful.”
Jayla Howard, another senior, told of her experience here
in Polished Pebbles. She learned
how to handle interviews and

School groups to
sponsor various
V-Day events
By Shontrell Ganier
and Amani Fashola

W

ACT Overall: four sections, (English, Math,
Reading, Science) plus
an optional essay.
1. No penalty for wrong
answers.
2. ACT questions tend
to be more straightforward, less vocabulary
demands.
3. ACT includes a reading comprehension section as well, it focuses
more on grammar and
syntax.
4. The ACT science section is meant to test your
reading and reasoning
skills based upon a set
of data or conflicting
viewpoints.
5. ACT provides questions in arithmetic,
algebra I & II, geometry
and trigonometry.
6. ACT focuses more
on strict knowledge,
all questions provide
multiple-choice answers.
7. The ACT has 140 questions and is scored on a
scale of 1-36.

SAT Overall: 10 sections
(three critical reading,
three math, three Writing, and one experimental, which is unscored).
1. ¼ point subtracted
from your raw score for
each wrong answer.
2. SAT is worded so you
may need to spend time
figuring out what you’re
being asked before solving the problem.
3. SAT places a greater
emphasis on reading comprehension and vocabulary.
SAT also present some
challenging time management issues due to the
length of the passages.
4. No science section.
5. SAT provides similar
complex mathematical
questions, but requires
students to produce their
answers, not just choose
among a multiple-choice
list.
6. SAT primarily assesses
reasoning ability.
7. SAT has 215 questions
and is scored on a scale
of 400-1600.

(Sources: Kaplan Test Prep, Princeton Review, and US
News and World Report)

interact with other females in the
group.
“I liked interacting with the
girls at my school,” she said. “We
visited Bloomingdales, I learned
how to speak at an interview and
the do’s and don’t when speaking
at an interview. I became a member last year and plan on going
during my lunch period.”

ith Valentine’s Day
ahead many students wonder what events love
has in store.
The last Valentine’s Day
dance we’ve had was 2013. Senior Thalame Byrd was one of
the few people who attended
the dance.
“It was a pretty nice
dance,” Byrd said. “Everybody
got along and got together. It
was nice.”
However, looking back,
he felt that the dance didn’t
have the “Valentine’s Day
feel.”
“I didn’t see any banners
or hearts or anything to make
it feel like a V-Day,” Byrd said.
On the other hand,
librarian and Student Council sponsor Kandice Morgan
thought that the dance was
beneficial.
“It was a good turnout,”
she said. They had the red
carpet and laid out rose petals
for the girls. It was nice.”
Even though people
today think of Valentine’s Day
as a holiday of celebrating romance, its origins came from
Rome. It was originally called
the ancient Roman festival of
Lupercaila, which celebrated
fertile women on February 15.
The Christians later turned
this celebration to a feast day
on February 14 and named it
St. Valentine’s Day.
Though that was eons
ago, there are a few events
coming up that have been
here for the past couple of
years. Morgan sponsors SIS
(Sassy Intellectual Sisters)
that has an annual male panel.
“SIS always does their
annual male panel where we
get the male perspective on
relationships and things,” she
said. “I think it’s 10 young
men and the girls come and
ask them questions they they
will respond to.”
One unique program currently being planned involves
the use of the auditorium’s

stage. Theatre teacher Alison
Thomas is using the students
to interpret their version of
this love-filled day.
“We have a Valentine’s
day show planned for February 12 during 8th period and
a show that night at 5 p.m.,”
Thomas said.
Tickets will be offered
for $3 and $5 for adults
through the Main Office.
Thomas’ idea is to give a
different perspective on theatre and how it can be used in
today’s modern world.
“We all love a good love
song,” the teacher said. “Love
is best when it is shown and
not just said. This is our way
of showing what love means.”
Students like sophomore
Taylor Miggins are excited
for the musical presentation.
“I have heard about the
the Valentine’s musical set for
February 12,” Miggins said,
“which I will be going to.”
Academically-speaking,
Valentine’s Day is generally
ignored, with few exceptions,
according to social studies
teacher Ryan Berba.
“I’ve taught about the
same Valentine’s Day massacre, but, yeah, it depends if
it falls into what it is we’re
going through in class,” Berba
said. “I’ll find a way to try to
implement it, but I haven’t
done anything specifically
towards Valentine’s Day.”
Most students aren’t focused on Valentine’s Day due
to the upcoming dance that
falls after Valentine’s Day.
“Student Council was
talking of having a party,”
Morgan said, “but I’m not
sure if it’s going to hit for
Valentine’s Day.”
This would have likely
conflicted with the Homecoming II party, now set for
the end of the month, but
some still would have liked
a more romantically-linked
dance.
“I think that MP should
have a couples event that’s
with music, entertainment,
and dance,” Miggins said.”
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Student joins Mikva Challenge in Iowa for Sanders’ campaign
A Mustang
gathered
with fellow
students in
Des Moines,
Iowa for a
weekend of
campaigning
and political
dialogue
By Paul Gilbert

T

he morning of January 14th was so cold,
the early bird decided to sleep
in. The pitch-black sky told me
well enough that I should still be
asleep. 95th Street terminus was
vacant, and I was the only soul in
my car for the next five stops.
After what seemed like ages,
I arrived at my destination, Mikva
Challenge, where I was quickly
whisked onto a bus. Despite the
cold, everyone seemed cheerful.
We were then told that several of us would be interviewed
by ABC7 News about why we
were going to Iowa. As I dragged
myself out bed that morning, I
asked myself that same question.
I remembered that I signed up
for the Bernie Sanders presidential campaign, because I refuse
to support billionaire Donald
Trump or any other candidate
who alienates and discriminates
against other groups. I was one

the first people to sign up. The
person in charge then said that
we would be told when they
would begin the interviews.
I dozed off, and was shaken
awake several hours later. There
was a change in plans, as we
would be on ABC’s live stream.
Unfortunately, they ran out of
time before I could be interviewed
and I went back to sleep. The next
time I woke up, we were at our
hotel, the airport Holiday Inn.
Most of the rooms did not have
available keys, as many were still
being cleaned. As a result, congregated in the conference room,
as they announced the lucky few
people whose rooms were ready to
be moved into We were then told
to rush back downstairs to meet
with our van groups.
In my group, we had four
Hispanic girls from Chicago,
Darius from D.C., and our two
chaperones. Rihah, who was the
driver, raced over to the Sanders
field office, an ironic, yet fitting
H&R Block on Martin Luther
King Parkway.
The office was a thriving hub
of activity. Much like the man
whom it represented—and was
plastered on nearly every wall in
FanArt—the office found order
in disorder and controlled chaos.
As the campaign was still
reeling from the effects of a
campaign staffer hacking into the
democratic system, and the relative newness of the office, the call
logs were of every registered, living, voter that has lived in Iowa
at some point of their lives.
To top it all off, we had to
make calls from our personal cell
phones. The list given to me was
dotted with non-Iowa area codes,
some as far away as West Palm
Beach, Florida and Boise, Idaho. As

Homecoming Part II
set for this month
By Jainelle Withers
and Davia Doss

F

irst as a rumor, and
now a reality, the
school will be hosting a
Homecoming Part 2 later this
month.
Ever since the great success of the fall homecoming,
the idea to have a repeat event
surfaced numerous times and
now it is actually happening.
The facts are that this
homecoming is almost an exact replica of the first homecoming, including that it will
be held at the Sabre Room in
Hickory Hills. It will be held
on Saturday, February 20.
The differences are that
tickets are $20, everyone must
wear black, boys are allowed
to wear gym shoes, and DJ
Mike P will be spinning the
dance music again.

“The Student Council
officers came up with the idea,”
Student Council sponsor Kandice Morgan said. “Same place,
same DJ, different dress code—
all black—and $5 cheaper.”
Students are more excited
than ever after finding out
that there will be another
homecoming.
“Homecoming will be
turnt!” senior Nija Norwood
said. “The floors will shake
from all the dancing, and everybody is going to be looking
nice in their all black attire.”
Although it is being
billed as a homecoming, there
won’t be a traditional court
election.
“There won’t be a homecoming king and queen,”
council Vice President Lyric
Knowles said. “We figured
we would make this like a big
party for students.”

a result, not many people answered.
After two hours of voicemails and disconnected lines, we
threw in a temporary towel, and
started on the wacky social media
challenge. Several selfies and
nursery rhymes later, we returned
to the hotel and called it a night.
The next day started with a
6:45 a.m. wakeup call and a terrible breakfast. We sprinted for our
van and arrived at Bernie’s. We
were given a list of people to canvas in a predominately Hispanic
area (by Iowa standards) group,
as six out of our eight were fluent
Spanish speakers. Before we left,
we were given two motivational
speeches: one from civil rights
activist Cesar Chavez’s nephew
and the angry man himself.
We did not find many Latinos in the area once we arrived.
To cover more ground, we split
up into two groups, one for each
side of the street. I don’t know
who got the worst side of it.
While my group had the scary/
crazy looking side of the street,
the psychopaths were not at
home, and were relieved as such.
Darius and Josephina found

Senior Paul Gilbert holds presidential Democratic candidate
Bernie Sanders promotional material at the Iowa caucuses.
many Bernie supporters, and
several dogs who obviously never
heard of leashes. It was at this
moment that our other chaperone called a break.
We went up the block to the
State Capital building, and possibly trespassed several times. The
doors to the peanut galleries to
the Senate and House Chambers
were locked, but ajar. We continued to roam around the building
like the many cows painted on
the walls. As the creepiness of

Class to perform skits
of ‘Cupid’s Dream’
By Kennedy Coleman

T

he theater class
students are preparing
for a special play next week to
demonstrate their acting skills
and celebrate the February
holiday.
English teacher Allison
Thomas’ theater students are
underway with after-school
practices for “Cupid’s Dream:
The Musical,” to be held on

Friday, February 12. There
will be a showing during 8th
period and an after-school
performance, too. Both will
require a ticket purchase: $5
for adults and $3 for students.
The show won’t be one
long play but a series of approximately eight skits related
to different love songs.
“Originally we were going to do something about
being single on St. Valentine’s

Please turn to page 7 for ‘CUPID’S

DREAM’

the First Lady of Iowa through
the years mannequins and Iowa’s
affair with agriculture, we returned to campaign central.
By this point, every Mikva
Challenge group it seemed had
descended upon that tiny tax
office. Former Democratic House
Whip David Bonior also spoke
to us about the importance of
our work, no matter for whom
or what cause, as long as we did
something. He stressed the fact
we were upholding the legacy of
one his dearest friends, the man
who’s name is emblazoned on our
hats and shirts. He thanked us for
our time, and dropped imaginary
mics on his way out. With the
praise still ringing in our ears, we
went back to the hotel for some
friendly competitions.
I left Iowa slightly changed,
and without scars. I cannot say
the same for my fellow students
from a psychological standpoint.
It’s hard to come back from
getting chased by an aggressive,
flying turkey.
I also learned more about
the complicated processes in
order to become president,
especially as a Democrat. (the
Democratic Caucus formula is
really convoluted.) If nothing
else, leaving with a new hat, and
campaign swag caused me to
“FeeltheBern…” of frostbite.

Interest grows in taking
off-campus college courses
By Tytiana Coats

N

ow, in it’s second year of
being offered, a growing
number of students are choosing to earn college credit in the
partnership between a local
university and MP.
The joint program between
Saint Xavier University and
Morgan Park High School allows juniors and seniors to able
to take college classes and earn
transferrable college credits free
of charge.
Students are generally happy
with the unique elective.
“I do like the program, but
it has it has its pros and cons,”
said Raven Smith, a senior who
is taking a college course. “Be-

fore being in the program, we
weren’t notified that it would
be on our transcript until after
the first semester which wasn’t
what we expected, but the pro is
if you pass your classes you go
into college with credits instead
being in an AP class and having
to pass the AP test to only get
the credit.”
The program is great for
students in a junior or senior
class, giving them real collegelevel experience.
“I really appreciate the opportunity,” said Kaylyn Willis,
another senior in the program.
“It had given me to not only
experience college first-hand, but
to also receive credits while doing
so.”

Some might fear that the
work is too tough, but Willis said
otherwise.
“I wouldn’t say that the
change was difficult, but more so
an adjustment from the education style I was accustomed to,”
Willis said.
Another senior opted out of
the challenging courses.
“I took the class first semester but I couldn’t stay in it
because it was too much on me,”
senior Alonzo Chatman said.
“The class is great, but I couldn’t
stay in the class; I need to focus

Please turn to page 10 for

OFF-CAMPUS
ELECTIVES
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Seniors start looking beyond Second semester
college acceptance letters
won’t end soon
enough for some
A
upperclassmen
By Elexus Barrett
and Kaila Boyd

s this year’s seniors prepare to graduate, it has
been of interest on how many
seniors have been accepted into
college.
June will be here soon, and
the demand is up for seniors to
know if they have been accepted
into college and what college
they will attend.
“Acceptance is one thing, it
makes you feel like you made it...
like you accomplished something,
but it’s just an acceptance letter it’s
nothing,” senior Star Bolden said.
Many seniors will get accepted into college, but some will
not even make it to the actual
college and attend the school.
“It’s a mixture of bitter and
sweet knowing I have been accepted into college,” senior Shontrell Ganier said. “Knowing that I
have been accepted into a college
is good, but I have to make the
best of myself once I get there.”
Many seniors will be accepted into college, but it is up
to the seniors to make it out of
college successful.
“Honestly, I just want to be
successful, and I hate that many
people think that the only way
I will be successful is if I attend
college,” Ganier said.
A recent EMPEHI News
Google poll revealed that of 59
seniors who responded, 54 plan
on going to college, but only 22 of
the 59 seniors have been accepted.
Senior Dashaniqua Bonds
has been accepted into nine colleges so far. Many seniors have a
plan to go to college, but many
seniors aren’t as lucky as Bonds.
The poll also revealed that 34
of the 59 seniors do not think that
they have been properly prepared
for college, but at least senior
Sherell Alexander disagreed.
“I feel like I was prepared
with time management and writing good essays,” she said.
Some are already looking
past graduation in June and are
worried about the demands that
will escalate soon afterward.

By Darrielle Whitaker

S

Some schools, such as the University of Tampa, provide clever
acceptance letters to the students that they admit.
“I have been accepted into
college, but it’s so much pressure
on me to finish college,” Ganier
said. “It’s one thing to make it
in college, but I have to make it
out no one focuses on graduation
rates from college people make
it seem like it’s a big deal to get
accepted in, rather than focusing on how we will make it out,”
Ganier said.
“I’m a little nervous about
this next step in my life, but getting accepted into college forces
me to grow up and mature in a
way,” senior Natalie Bibs said.
Becoming more independent is something that may be a
challenge when these teenagers
leave their home.
“I’m actually worried about
the little stuff like buying paper
towels and things like that, but
school-wise I feel I’m ready especially in math,” Bonds said.
The poll also revealed that
Tennessee State University is a university that many seniors want to
attend. TSU has an acceptance rate
of 58.2 percent and requirements of
a 2.50 cumulative unweighted GPA
or a 19 on the ACT.
Acceptance into college is
different for everybody. For some
seniors it’s just a start in life and

for some it’s everything.
“Getting accepted into my
dream school will be the most
exciting moment of my life,”
senior Shamia Charles said. “I
would feel like I’ve accomplished
a big goal in my life.”
For Ganier, she understands
that getting an acceptance letter
is just one tiny step in her future.
“Acceptance is just the start,
that doesn’t determine how many
people will be successful and do
the right thing in life,” she said.
Many seniors have solid advice that they would love to share
with the juniors.
“All juniors, don’t wait until
the last minute to do college
applications and financial aid,”
senior Venecchi Clardy said. “The
whole process takes awhile, but
it’s worth it once you get those acceptance letters and the money.”
Seniors also have used help
outside of the school to guide
them with the process of college.
“Juniors should apply to
Chicago Scholars,” senior Paul
Gilbert advised. “It’s like a more
in depth—free—version of senior
seminar with assistance all the
way through college. Those with
a 3.0 GPA and a 19 ACT are
eligible.”

econd semester
already? Senior year is
coming to a quick closing, but
are upperclassmen going out
with a bang or going backwards?
Senior Deshonda Mays
said that she has outgrown
many events and people
throughout high school.
“I am very excited to get
this school year over with
and start this new chapter in
my life as far as college and
beyond,” she said.
Many students believe
that there’s really no point in
doing work now because they
did enough work in the previous years. Senior Destiny Hill
said that she has worked hard
all four years and is just ready
to graduate.
“I feel like I am just above
high school,” she said. “It feels
like the same thing every day
and year and I’m just ready to
get this over with. I’m so over
high school.”
On the other hand,
some are still trying hard so
that their GPA doesn’t fall.
Senior Thalame Byrd, who has
recently committed Lakeland
College, said that he is still
trying to raise his GPA because he doesn’t see the point
of back-peddling.
“I can sometimes feel
myself becoming lazy, but the
only thing that motivates me
is the fact that it will be over
in a few months,” he said. “I’m
ready for graduation and to
get it over with, but it’ll be
over soon.”
Most students are getting the “-itis” mainly known
as “senioritis,” meaning that
they’re getting complacent

with their school work and
ready for school to be over.
“I cannot stay up to save
my life in certain classes and
I go to bed on time,” senior
Aaron Parker said. “School
has become so boring and unnecessary; I just put my head
down and don’t do most of
the work.”
Some seniors say they
don’t care if it is the last year,
it’s still grind season all year
round.
“I wouldn’t call it a bang,”
senior Jarielle Walton said, “I
would call it more of a boom!”
Based on overall grades,
some senior-level teachers see
some bright spots with their
students.
“The seniors are ending
their last year very well from
the few students that I have,”
art teacher Mary Jane Breu
said. “They only thing that
could really harm their grades
is their attendance.”
Students would say that
senior year is not coming to
an end fast enough, because
they’re ready to graduate
already and it’s only the end of
the first semester.
“As it gets closer to
graduation the time starts
slowing down,” senior Kamari
Moore said. “It’s like it’s coming to a halt.”
But with still four-anda-half months remaining
until the mid-June graduation, the year may not end
quickly enough for the
impatient seniors, according
to Breu.
“I’m ready for them to
leave just as much as they are
ready to leave,” she said. “It’s
their last year to be kids, and
after this, they are on their
own.”

Many already stressing out over senior prom
By Brandon Piper
and Gregory Diggins

P

rom is one of the
most historic events
in high school, and students
around school are gradually getting more excited the
closer the date gets to Friday,
June 10, the night of the
senior prom.
As prom season is
quickly approaching, before
we know it seniors are already
planning ahead to make sure

this is the most memorable night
of their lives. It seems as though
the ladies have the hardest time
when it comes to prom because
they need the most done.
But is prom too stressful for
females?
“Yes, because we have more
to worry about like hair, makeup,
shoes, and we also have to make
sure our body is right for our
dress—all those things matter,”
senior Davia Doss said.
Prom is more than just
about dressing up and taking

pictures for everyone to see, you
also need a fire date by your side
to completely shut it down on
your special night. Do you plan
on going to prom by yourself or
have a date?
“I don’t have a date yet, but
I have someone in mind I don’t
want to go by myself, but if I
have to I will,” Doss said.
As far as the guys go prom
luckily isn’t as stressful nor do
they have to go through as much
as the females do. What is the
most stressful thing about prom?

“Figuring out what colors to
wear, what kind of designer shoes
you might want, designer belt,
and, oh yeah, a nice car too—you
have to have a nice car!” senior
Deandre Branch said.
Today’s youth often spends
thousands of dollars to prepare
for the “biggest” night of their
teen life, which is a significant
change from the previous generation.
How has prom changed
from last generation to now?
“I think it’s changed a lot,”

journalism teacher Keith
Majeske said. “Now, I graduated from Morgan Park in ’83,
a long time ago. There wasn’t
even remotely the same kind of
pressure on that one night as
there is today. I think girls still
planned in advance, but there
wasn’t the frenzy that it is now.”
It seems as though the
guys really stress over what
they will drive, more than

Please turn to page 7 for

PROM STRESS
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Owners have strong bond with their pets
By Alliyah Gray

T

oday, many Americans
have at least one pet to
love, including dogs, cats, birds,
mice, spiders, pigs, reptiles, and
others.
Not surprisingly, at least to
canine lovers, dogs make up the
largest percentage of companion
animals in American households

36.5 percent having one, according to a 2012 report by the
American Veterinary Medical
Association (AVMA). The number of households owning a cat is
30.4 percent, with birds coming in third at 3.1 percent, and
horses, yes, horses, at 1.5 percent.
However, there are more
household cats than dogs
(74,059,000 versus 69,926,000)

Pampered Pets

Briana Amerson’s
holds her Maltese
friend, “Winter.”
Ariel Herrod’s “Princess Herrod” strikes
a thoughtful pose.

Neighbor Ms. Weatherly’s aptly named
“Missy Weatherly.”
My “Cassius Ambrose” being innocent in this picture.

Leiloni Gray’s “Blue
Gray” feeling the
weather.

since more feline owners often
have multiple pets.
Specialty and exotic animals
are also popular, especially fish,
with around 57,750,000 of them
swimming around in fish tanks,
the AVMA reported.
One serious dog owner is senior Briana Amerson who has a
six-pound white Maltese named
Winter who was born February
25, 2014.
This Maltese is more than
just a household pet to the senior.
“I love Winter because he
came into my life when I was
very low,’’ Amerson said. “He
changed my life for the better,
and I’ll forever love him.
Amerson’s favorite moment
with Winter is when she first
brought him home.
“I’ve never owned a puppy
before and neither has my
mother, so watching him grow
and having his baby teeth fall out
was surreal,” she said.
But not everyone is a dog
person, as senior Ariel Herrod
has a cat named Princess Herrod
who weighs just two pounds, and
she was born July 4, 2014.
Herrod’s furry cat often is
able to lift her mood.
“Princess is my best friend
when I’m down, and out she helps
makes me laugh,’’ Herrod said.
Princess was chosen from a
local animal shelter, and is now
in a stable home.
“I love Princess because I
love cats,’’ she said, adding that
Princess’ favorite food is Friskies
chicken and turkey. “She a good
cat, but she likes messing up
tissue and hopping on top of
tables.”
It was easy to name this
special pup, Herrod said.
“Princess got the name she
has now because she looked
sweet and she was a sweet girl,”
the senior said. “She has her own
pillow at the end of my bed that
she sleeps on.”
Ms. Weatherly, a friend
of my family, owns Missy, a
13-year-old Pekingese, born November 9, 2002. She brought her
when she was four-weeks-old.
“She is very affectionate and
devoted to me,” Weatherly said.

‘CUPID’S DREAM’
Continued from page 5
Day,” Thomas said, “and then
we thought about making it a
little bit more about Valentine’s Day itself by making it
about love songs.”
The Blackwelder Hall
performance will have two
purposes, she explained.
“I thought of the idea
because it’s an easy thing to
do for a fundraiser and a first
time small production for
my class,” she said. “They’re
putting it together, they’re the
one’s who are supposed to be

doing everything.”
Around 45 kids of all grade
levels signed up to be a part of it.
“Juniors are kind of the
ones doing the directing because
they’re the ones in the theatre
class,” Thomas said, “but the
seniors who are highly-involved
are lead singers.”
Each skit will be reflective of
a popular song, but not necessarily a current tune, Thomas said.
“[Some of the songs m]aybe
not popular today, but they are
songs that people would know,

and it’s a timeline of love,” she
said. “We see Cupid have a
dream about being successful
at creating love, putting love
together, and having it work.”
There will be “Seasons of
Love” from the stage musical
“Rent,” among others.
“I picked that one because it’s a great opener,” she
said. “The kids picked a lot
of the other ones. We have
‘Marry You’ by Bruno Mars,
and we have a Chris Brown
song.”

“Missy is spoiled rotten,” adding
that she only eats boiled skinless
chicken thighs and rice. “Sometimes she’ll have only the meat
cooked off of neck bones mixed
in with her food.”
Missy has a favorite toy that
she loves: a red ball with hands
that she sucks on for a long time,
and Weatherly said she’s careful
not to lose it.
According to her owner,
Missy loves to go for a ride in the
car and play in the snow.
As for myself, I’m a proud
parent of Cassius Ambrose, a
Yorkie-Poo, born July 24, 2015.
Cassius means a lot to me,
and he understand me in every
way. He loves watching the

?

movie “Planet of the Apes” and
eating carrots. He even sleeps in
my bed and has his own pillow.’
Cassius has been in my family for six months and has already
starting to transform into an
adult. I love my Cassius because
he is my baby, He is like my real
son. I clean, bathe, and feed him.
I even dress him sometimes.
Another pet owner in my
house is my sister Leiloni Gray,
who has a Yorkie named Blue
Gray. Blue is a real character and
has a personality like a Sour Patch
Kids candy: He can be sweet one
minute, then sour the next.
“Blue is very evil sometimes,
but I love him because he means
a lot to me,’’ Gray said.

Do you have a pampered pet that you would
like to share with EMPEHI News readers? If so,
send a photo with information about your dog,
cat, mouse, rabbit--whatever--to empehinews@
gmail.com. You might be in the next issue!

Gender roles flip
when it comes
to relationships,
some say
By Deshonda May
and Carrian Bell

H

olding hands, walking
through the park,
being asked to go out, kissing
only after the fourth date.
Many of these rituals may
sound foreign to teenagers today, but once upon a time this
was how people started off a
relationship, often through
actual dating.
But another thing that
appears to have changed is
who initiates a relationship: Is
it the boy or the girl?
Relationships have
changed tremendously over
the decades. What was once
the job of the guys, many girls
now take the first step in the
relationship.
“It’s almost like the girls
are the boys and the boys are

the girls,” senior Deja Cage
said. “I feel like now it’s the
boys who shy away and the
girls are making the first
moves now, and it’s kind of
silly.”
On the other hand, other
students don’t agree.
“My boyfriend is great,”
senior Taylor Walker said. “He
acts just like how any boyfriend acts: He buys me gifts,
showers me with attention,
and we go out on dates. He’s
most definitely the boy in our
relationship.”
Going after a guy is often
a bad decision, according to
one senior.
“Many girls prefer to
chase a guy no matter how
desperate they look,” senior

Please turn to page 11 for
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Continued from page 6
anything.
“I really want a foreign car,
something like a BMW model or
a Tesla Model S car that would
just kill the scenes,” senior Brian
Brantley said.
Back in the day, students
typically drove their parents’ car
instead of paying hundreds of
dollars to rent a car for just one
night or the long weekend. Some

were lucky enough to have a car
connection, though.
“First of all, I know a lot of
kids [today] rent cars, but I don’t
remember anybody who rented
a car back then,” Majeske said.
“We drove our own car, a parents’
car, but I was lucky because my
dad worked at a car dealership
so I got a brand new car: a 1983
Dodge Mirada.”
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The earliest days of MPHS

Tiger Dickerson
and Star Bolden

Part 2 of a three-part series: Annexation to Chicago

T

By Carol Flynn,
Ridge Historical Society

he school kicked off their year
long centennial celebration with
a formal ceremony, Saturday, January
16, where former students and teachers recalled why Morgan Park was so
important to them.
The planning for this event started
in June of 2015, along with other centennial events that will occur farther along
in the year, directed by Katrina Richard a
teacher and alumnus of Morgan Park.
“I volunteered, because I am an
alum and I knew that 1916 was a notable year for Morgan Park, and I hadn’t
heard anyone had really been talking
about the fact that our centennial is in
2016, like and [that is should be treated

C

hicago mainly grew as a city by
annexing, or joining to it, all the
towns that had grown up around the
central core known today as “downtown”
Chicago. Neighborhoods like Hyde Park,
Englewood, Pullman, etc., had at one time
all been separate from Chicago.
But by 1910, all the area to the north
and east of Morgan Park, including Beverly, had joined with the city.
Whether to annex to Chicago, or to
remain an independent suburb, was a hotly
debated question for Morgan Park residents beginning in 1895. And one of the
biggest issues in the debate was the future
of MPHS.
The residents who were against annexation, called the Home Rulers, were
concerned that annexation could mean
the end of MPHS. Although there were
classes being held, and football games
being played, and all the other activities
that a high school does, there was still
no actual building owned and operated
by the high school. The Chicago Board
of Education could decide that students
from Morgan Park would attend one
of the nearby high schools, most likely
Calumet.
The Annexationists countered that
there was no reason to assume MPHS
would be discontinued if the village joined
the city. No high school had ever been
closed due to annexation. They also pointed
out that the Morgan Park schools were in
serious financial trouble and needed money
from the city in order to survive. Teachers
in Morgan Park were paid less than those
in Chicago.
For example, a music teacher in Chicago could make $2000 per year, but only

The 1911 beginning class of MPHS attended the Arlington School at Western Avenue and 110th Place. Some of these students were most likely in the final graduating class of the old school. The “new” school wouldn’t be ready for another five
years. (Photo courtesy of the Ridge Historical Society)
$800 in Morgan Park. MPHS could lose its
good teachers. Morgan Park residents did
not want to pay higher taxes to raise money
to build a new high school – they were
already paying higher taxes that those who
lived in the city.
The Home Rulers managed to defeat
annexation again and again in elections, but
each time more and more people showed
support for becoming part of Chicago. By
1910, it was obvious that annexation was
inevitable.
Illinois law said that property set aside
for schools at the time of annexation had to
be used for that purpose.
If Morgan Park wanted to keep its
high school, Home Rulers said it was imperative that a new building be built before
annexation became a reality. The high
school board scraped together the money

to buy the land on which the current high
school sits. A few years later, the school
board issued bonds for $45,000 to finance
the building, and work on a new high
school began.
The final annexation vote was held in
1914. Leading up to that ballot, the Superintendent of Chicago Schools, Ella Flagg
Young, was contacted for her input on the
school issue.
Her response appeared in the local
paper, the Morgan Park Post: “I do not see
how your High School building can be
interfered with by Annexation.”
Annexation won in 1914. The Morgan
Park schools came under the jurisdiction of
Chicago on April 24, 1914.
Next issue: Part 3 – “The Building of
the School”

Keynote speaker and 1993 MP graduate
life experiences at MP, while flanked by
principal Dr. Carolyn Epps. (Photo by Ar

Support struggled for MP annexation
T

he Morgan Parker, a community newspaper that
published in the community in the
early 1900s, often published vehemently negative editorials and letters from residents against Morgan
Park being annexed to Chicago.
There were fears that Morgan
Park High School, which was then
under construction, wouldn’t be
completed or would suffer under
Chicago rule.
An editorial from the April 11,
2014 issue of the local newspaper,
states that “Annexation means Chicago ordinances and politics instead
of Morgan Park.
“Annexation means public
schools controlled by Chicago’s
disorganized political Board of
Education and debased to Chicago
attendance--47 pupils instead of 32
to a room.”
The editorial went on to argue
that annexation would only lead

The Morgan Parker, March 28, 1914 (Courtesy of Harold Washington Lib
“the loss of Morgan Park’s moral
standards and the substitution of
those of Chicago.”
“Annexation means the loss
of the Morgan Park Sabbath with
places of amusement closed and
the substitution of the Chicago
Sunday with everything wide open-

-nickel theaters, pool rooms, blind
pigs [illegal after hours gambling
and drinking places], etc., and a
continuous fight at private expense
against saloon encroachment.”
Another issue ran another editorial which claimed the building would
not even be used as a high school.

G 100 YEARS
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egins centennial with kickoff
as a] big deal,” Richard said.
At the kick-off, approximately 250
alumni and guests gathered at the entrance of the old building catching up
with other alumni, and were welcomed
into the school by current students and
staff members with grand hospitality.
Many of them stopped to sign their
name and leave a message at a table
designated for those who attended to
leave their mark for the future. Some
recalled the first time they stepped into
Morgan Park as freshman.
“It was a big place, I came from
a small junior high school and it was
like ‘wow,’” Class of 1996 alumnus
Margaret Pesquera said. “It was big
and scary and [I] being thrown at with
pennies, but it was alright.”
Other alumni had a more subtle

experience their freshman year.
“I felt very expectant of a
successful high school career,”
Class of 1949 alumnus Walter
Strickland said.
After the guests had a
chance to rekindle relationships
with old classmates after all the
years, many of them headed over
to the museum display cases and

reminisced on old times that they
shared, while reliving their glory
days through a historical memorabilia showcase that told the
story of Morgan Park’s heritage.
Once all the alumni were

Please turn to page 10 for

KICKOFF
HIGHLIGHTS

Alumni from the Class of ‘88. (Photo by Armoni Williams)

Theater Club members, led by sponsor, teacher, and 2003 graduate Katrina Richard, delivers an introduction to the audience,
“What I Love About Morgan Park.” Photo by Kenisha Thigpen.
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“One thing is for sure, if we
vote against annexation, nothing
can take our high school away from
us. If we vote for annexation, we
believe, that we will lose our high
school, and the high school building will be changed into a grammar
school.”

“The First 50 Years” poster, shown above, is one of five
created to help celebrate the 100-year anniversary of
EMPEHI.
variety of historical
cleared out five glassed trophy
memorabilia and
cases on the first floor near
photographic posters were
the Principal’s Office, making
placed on display to provide
room to install a selection
a glimpse into Morgan Park
artifacts from as far back as
High School’s past, as part of 1922. The first Senior Class
the centennial celebration.
panoramic photograph
The evening before
(1983), plus others from 1997
the Saturday kickoff event,
Please turn to page 10 for
teacher Keith Majeske and
senior Briana Amerson

A

MUSEUM

an elective in journalism for the 2016-2017 school year!

Choose Journalism on your subject election form
to learn about the subject
and to be a reporter on the EMPEHI News Staff
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Prom fashion show
to be held later this month
By Zyshon Roberts
and Zahria Shelton

T

he school is planning
to host a return of the
prom fashion show for the Class
of 2016 in the auditorium on
February 17, in an effort to give
seniors ideas of outfits to wear
for this year’s June dance.
The show will be held in the
Blackwelder Hall with fashions
that are provided by a local formal wear store.
“The purpose of the fashion
show is to expose juniors and
seniors to ideas of what to wear
that are going to prom,” coordinator Rita Williams said.
Students won’t have to bring
in their own outfits; they will be
provided dresses and tuxes from
the store.
The latest outfits will be
provided by Tres Chic Boutique
(2235 W. 95th St.) which is

owned by Sam Nimer, according
to Williams. He wants to make it
possible for the young men and
the young ladies to have a choice
of prom attire.
Every girl or guy that will be
participating in the fashion show
will each be wearing a dress/tux
from Tres Chic, and all of the
formalwear is not that expensive,
depending on how it looks.
“There would be as many
dresses/tux as there are girls
and boys,” Nimer said. “ Prices
of my dresses are just between
$300 to $700, although some are
more. The cut, the handwork, the
fitting, the beading work, and
how much hand work involved
[affects the price.]”
The shop also customizes
dresses for customers. If they
want their dress a certain way,
different from what’s already in
the store, they can get it made.
“Most popular styles are main-

ly fitted dresses, car wash dresses,
and mermaid dresses,” Nimer said.
“Dresses can be purchased as late as
a week before prom, but it depends
on the style and need for customization, but a lot of girls [order] way
ahead of that.”
A few seniors were asked
if they would participate in the
fashion show to show off the
dresses to the other students and
parents.
“Ms. [Kandice] Morgan
asked me to be a part of the
show, and I thought it would be
fun, so I accepted,” senior Jarielle
Walton said.
Seniors are excited to see
what kind of dresses will be
shown at the show, and hopefully that will help them and give
them ideas for prom.
“I’m very curious to see what
ideas they have about prom because it is a pre-prom showcase,”
Walton said.

OFF-CAMPUS CLASS
Continued from page 5
on my school; and with basketball, it was too much on
my plate.”
The program allows
students to take one college
class per semester, but with
limited offerings, students
don’t always get a subject
they like.
“First semester I took
anthropology, now I’m taking
political science,” Smith said,
“which definitely wasn’t my
choice.”
Similarly, Willis added,
“This semester unfortunately,
I take history which was not
my choice whatsoever.”
Taking an actual college
credit course is a better option for those who don’t want
to take the typical Advanced
Placement course.
“It was offered to me
as an Academic Center
student, since I wasn’t

fond of the AP classes,”
Smith said. “I’m not a
great test-taker, so instead
of risking my chances on
not getting the credit due
to the test, I just rather do
my best to pass the SXU
class and get the credit it
is way easier.”
Although more are
learning about the optional
class, more are interested in
it.
“Morgan Park only
gave the class to the kids
who’ve been here since 7th
and 8th grade in my eyes,”
student William Armstrong
claimed. “If they announced
the St. Xavier program
[better], I would’ve loved
the opportunity to go and
take a college class for
credit, it would give me a
feel of college and how to
go about things.”

KICKOFF HIGHLIGHTS
Continued from page 1
reacquainted, the ceremony
opening got underway as they all
headed towards the auditorium
to be seated for its beginning.
The school band played a
processional led by senior drum
major Jainelle Withers as alumni
gathered in the auditorium and sat
in the new comfortable seats they
never had the chance to enjoy.
Shortly after, members of
JROTC posted the flags, engaging
in a pledge of allegiance right after.
After a warm welcome from
senior Nefertiti Jones, guests
were asked to share memories
and thoughts on the school.
This was followed by a special
performance, entitled “What I
Love About Morgan Park,” by
members of the Theater Club,
alongside alumni and Richard.
The concert band performed
a great composition at the lead of
band director Shemeka Nash.
A number of alumni,
ranging from class of 1949 to
2014, volunteered to share their
thoughts and reflections of their
days as Mustangs. They spoke of
how much adversity was present in the earlier days of MP, the
great electives offered, the feeling
of returning to MP, standing on

the stage again, and memories of
being a freshman with no clue
of how lucky they were to be a
Mustang. They also reflected on
the growth the school has had
over all the decades, and some
of the life-changing experiences
they shared with one another.
Once the room had finally
settled down, MPHS alum and
current faculty member Matt
Kerr delivered a great guitar
performance which was met with
standing ovation from an already
emotional crowd of alumni.
Principal Dr. Carolyn D.
Epps offered her remarks on
Morgan Park’s 100 year anniversary, stating how proud she was
to boast of its academic success
as a neighborhood school, how

proud she was to serve as principal of only one of the five schools
in CPS that has kept its original
name from when its doors first
opened, and how proud she was
to be one of the 17 principals in
the history of MP, of which five
have been African Americans
and only two were women.
The guest speaker was
another alum, Saran Dunmore,
who took to the stage livening
up the crowd even further with a
call and response.
She took the time to speak
of her appreciation for the
school coming here as junior to
be a member of the track team.
Dunmore told an anecdote of
when she was a member of the
girls track team under the guid-

ance of coach Derrick Calhoun
and how she was kicked off the
team for not taking her academic
studies seriously. However, after
pleading to be reinstated on the
disciplined team, the experience
changed her life.
Richard spoke on stage, once
again, thanking all the alumni for
attending the centennial celebration of MP and leading on the
EMPEHI school song as alumni
chanted along and headed for the
auditorium doors to enjoy the
massive brunch prepared for them.
Over 100 years Morgan Park
has changed tremendously, according to former students.
“They have air conditioning,
my God, they have air conditioning—we didn’t have that,” Class
of 1996 Kimnise Smith said.
MP once had a foreign
exchange program where students
from other countries could come
to the school for a semester in exchange for some of MP’s students.
“The International Studies
was one of my favorites,” Class
of 1988 alumnus Lavenia Bell
said. “It’s where the people would
come in from other countries
here and stay for the semester.”
On the other end, some of

and 1940s, and original copies of
EMPEHI booklets circa 1917
and 1920 (before becoming a
newspaper in 1923).
There is also a set of five
informative posters that feature scanned images from past
yearbooks that provide a look

at the history of principals at
MP, an investigative report
of EMPEHI pre-1916, an
examination of the expansion
of the original building and
campus, plus two posters that
offer photographic highlights
from 1916 through today.

Centennial alumni celebrate at the kickoff in the auditoriium
last month. (Photo by Kenisha Thigpen)

Retired MP teachers Marcia and Thomas Arrington, and Edna
Brown. (Photo by Armoni Williams)

the smaller changes made to MP
really did make a difference.
“It’s painted, and it looks
so much newer,” Class of 1991
alumnus Veronica Cervantes said.
“It looks super newer, but it still
has it’s charm, the old building is
beautiful still, and the new building still looks good.”
Alumni got a chance to take
tours around the school led by
student volunteers. Groups of
former classmates roamed the
halls like the good old days asking lots of questions of the tour
guides, occasionally stopping to
take pictures near lockers in the
hallways and visiting their old
classrooms telling of the times
that they recall being in that
particular room—mainly misbehaving. They also talked about
wishing that they could relive
those old days, while others were
still in awe by the fact that the
school now has elevators and no
open campus lunch.
One alum summed up the
significance of the event the best.
“I think it’s phenomenal that
Morgan Park has been open 100
years,” Strickland said, “and I
think that the results that Morgan Park achieves proves it.”

MUSEUM
Continued from page 9
and 1998 were hung, along
with embroidered MP letters,
a Senior Class shirt (1983), a
series of yearbooks--including
one from 1922, plus a copy
of the actual yearbook cover
for 2016--bound EMPEHI
Newspapers from the 1930s
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Black History Month commemoration
may suffer from a generational interest gap
By Jacob Bonds
and Adrianna Clements

F

ebruary has been the
designated month for
the appreciation of black history; however, it seems as if it’s
becoming less and less important
as time progresses.
According to an article on
History.com, Black History
Month is “an annual celebration
of achievements by black Americans and a time for recognizing the central role of African
Americans in U.S. history. The
event grew out of ‘Negro History
Week,’ the brainchild of noted
historian Carter G. Woodson
and other prominent African
Americans.”
Some say that the special commemoration is very important.
“As far as Black History
Month is concerned, I believe it
receives some appreciation but
nowhere near the respect that it
deserves,” said Carletha Becton,
African-American teacher. “African Americans have contributed
greatly to this country, in spite of
all the obstacles we have faced.”
Since 1976, every U.S.

president has officially designated
the month of February as Black
History Month. Other countries
around the world, including
Canada and the United Kingdom, also devote a month to
celebrating black history.
The apparent lack of understanding by young people today
is especially disturbing to Becton.
“I have been teaching
African American Literature for
a few years now, and it always astounds me that my students don’t
know their own history,” Becton
said. “Sure, part of that is lack of
exposure to this information in
school, but what is being taught
at home?”
According to blackhistorystudies.com, this is something
that shouldn’t be relegated to
those of color.
“Black History is a subject
that can interest black (and nonblack) teenagers”, according to
an recent article on the website
explaining why black history is
important. It is a subject that enables black teenagers to see and
learn about people that are just
like themselves. Black history in
the broadest sense includes the

contributions of black people
to development of history and
civilization. It includes the contributions of black people to the
development of the arts, technology and the sciences, industry
and world trade, and religion and
philosophy.”
So why are students lacking appreciation for this month
when our caucasian counterparts
are constantly exposed to their
history on a daily basis. AfricanAmerican studies should not be
excluded to one month, but it is.
Students, however, do not take
advantage and really try to know
where they came from.
“In my opinion some people
don’t care about it because some
people don’t like history,” said
Asha Caldwell, a senior. “Maybe
it’s boring to them of hearing
the same thing about the same
people.”
However, is that really true
when there is a whole class dedicated to it and students do not
jump at the chance to take it.
“I may be wrong but I
don’t think teens would take the
initiative to plan a celebration or
commemoration by themselves,”

What’s your fashion sense?
By Darrielle Whitaker
and Jarielle Walton

T

he school’s attention
has been more on
style than anything else so
far this school year and we’re
curious to see the styles of the
students and teachers based
on how they dress.
Ryan Berba psychology
and TOK teacher said he
keeps his attire appropriate for
work and keeps it casual.
“I wear a collared shirt,
dress pants, dress shoes and if
I already wore the shirt, I wear
a sweater over it,” Berba said.
On the other hand,
students dress differently from
their teachers, they prefer to
be more on the comfortable

side rather than casual.
“I dress comfortable in
leggings and hoodies,” senior
Dominique Jones said, “unless it’s
a special occasion.”
Senior Nija Norwood agreed
with Jones as to what they wear
and consider comfortable.
“I wear the basic stuff, jogging pants and a t-shirt,” she
said, “Nike most likely.”
Dressing for school may be
important to some people because your appearance plays a big
part in your life, but for others
it’s just school, who cares?
“Sometimes I dress by the
weather,” Norwood said, “and
others I just dress according to
my mood.”
Teachers also have their
opinion on what they notice

about their students when they
are trying to fit the trend.
“I believe seniors have
already developed themselves
and their attire so they dress
comfortable most of the
times,” Berba said. “As for the
sophomores and freshmen,
they’re the ones trying to find
their ‘squad’ with their school
attire.”
One should always show
respect to yourself and others
when dressing up for an event.
Dressing appropriate is always
important and it’s the key to
success in anything relating
to your education and your
future.

Please turn to page 14 for

FASHION SENSE

social science teacher Katrina
Richard said. “I think it follows
the overall apathy of the generation.”
African-Americans have
take control of their past, stop
letting it be ignored, and stop ignoring it themselves, the English
teacher said.
“I think we need consistent
exposure to black history to really
understand and appreciate it,”
Becton said.
This means we need to start
exposing ourselves at home, on
our own time.
“Realistically, I’m not making it a priority to learn my history,” said Tytiana Coats, another
senior. “It’s not that I don’t care.
It’s just not a big deal to me.”
Adults of the previous generation cannot help but feel as if
students do not care.
“They care only when adults
give them a reason to, it’s not an
innate feeling as it was in generations past.” Richard said. “I
believe that if adults didn’t create
activities to commemorate BHM
in school, that the month would
just pass by.”
Civil rights was first-page

news to the previous generation.
To current students, it’s not. The
blame cannot be placed on the
students, but mainly the adults
not making their history a big
deal.
“If I was raised in a household where black history was
important, then, yeah, I would
care,” Coats said. “But I wasn’t,
and I doubt if anyone my age
was. It’s not our fault.”
A hypothetical question was
posed to students, “How would
you feel if Black History Month
was abolished?”
“I would feel as if people
would celebrate it anyway,” junior
Amber McKnight said. “It has
been around too long for people
to act as if it never was there.”
Similarly, Kaylee Scholps,
another junior said, “Even
though that probably would
never happen, it would bother
me. We never learn about it in
school regardless, it’s still really
important.”
Ultimately, if no one else will
teach students, they must teach
themselves.
“Knowledge of self is essential,” Becton said.

Some conflicted by
Cosby accusations
By Katrick Duo

A

s many know, actor
Bill Cosby is like the
godfather of television families.
Universally known for his role
on The Cosby Show, Cosby has
been a popular comedian for
decades, and has presented a
charm for many Americans and
perhaps around the world, but
now his legacy is being tested
as he is being accused by many
women of sexual misconduct.
Cosby has been accused by
60 individuals of sexual misconduct and, in late December, he
was charged with a 2004 sexual
assault case. He has since been
freed on a million-dollar bail.

Some are conflicted,
considering that Cosby is
viewed as lovable Heathcliff
“Cliff ” Huxtable and through
his other acting roles (including
the voice over for the lead character on the 1970’s children’s
animated series, Fat Albert),
the serious nature of the accusations, and the delayed announcements by the women.
“I feel like men who are
involved in such negativity,
should be ashamed of themselves because how are you
supposed to be a role model

Please turn to page 14 for

COSBY
CONFLICT

RELATIONSHIPS
Continued from page 7
Destiny Hill said. “They miss
their beat with guys who are willing to treat them right for those
who are just dogging them.”
Going back awhile, 50-yearold journalism teacher Keith
Majeske explained how his pride
has never let him depend on girls
when taking them on dates way
back when he was young in the
mid-1980s.
“I never felt comfortable letting the girls pay for anything,”

he said. “It was always cute when
they tried, but I don’t think the
girls should ever have to pay
when going on a date.”
Then there are those who
believe people today rush into
relationships, according to senior
Kierra Wooden.
“Back in the day, people used
to actually go on dates before
they said they were dating,”
Wooden said, “and now they just
jump into it waaaayy too fast.”

Relationships in this generation are more based on social
media expectations.
“Many say that if you don’t
post pictures of your significant
other, then you guys aren’t really
dating,” senior Lakela Alexander
said.
Many can’t agree, because
they feel as though it all depends
on the person you’re interested
in.
“I think everyone is differ-

ent and has different views on
how relationships should go,”
said senior Tiger Dickerson,
who’s been in a relationship with
her boyfriend for almost four
years. “Some people are just more
private than others.”
Junior Katrick Duo
explained his frustrations and
how he believes that sometimes
girls are too demanding in this
generation.
“Girls be expecting too much

in a relationship,” he said. “I like
to get to know the girl I am dealing with before I take them out or
spend money on them.”
Senior Andre Johnson plans
to keep the chivalry going no
matter what.
“I still believe that it’s good
to take the girls out instead of
just rushing into things,” he said.
“I feel that girls don’t like boys
who try to go out of their way to
impress them.”
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By Kamari Moore
and Kiara Mason
To My Valentine: To My Guys,
Y’all some [jezebels], but I love y’all.
From, Amber McKnight, 711
To My Valentine: Corey Shannon,
I miss you, you know what it is.
Forever, my baby.
From, Megan Foster, 640
To My Valentine: Aaliyah Gray
and Ariel Herrod,
I love y’all [jezebels]!
From: Destiny White, 634
To My Valentine: Bae Bae,
Happy Valentine’s Day to my irritating boyfriend. Bae, you already
know how I’m coming [P].
Our relationship is everything to
me, and like you said “I’m not going nowhere.” Love you, Idris! We
go to war, and back and STILL
come back stronger. #GOALS.
From, Your Everything, 630
To My Valentine: Cyera, Ariel,
Sinclair, Aaliyah, Kayla, and
Idris,
I love you, besties!
From, Kaila Murphy, 633
To My Valentine: COLAS,
Love you, P.P.H.!
From, Moet Fults
To My Valentine: Camry,
I find myself thinking of you from
every action I do, I get lost in the
sauce each time I’m near you. The
hugs and kisses, oh man, oh man,
oh man! They are so sweet. You
give me a whole lotta loving and I
gave you my heart to keep. Camry,
mi amor, eres mi todo--you get
me speaking another language,
you drive me crazy. Just know,
I love you with all of my heart.
Always and forever baby! Nothing
in the world can break us apart.
From, Your Daddy Star, 631
To My Valentine: Aaliyah Gray,
Kaila Murphy, Destiny White,
I love y’all [jezebels]. Y’all are my
besties and y’all smell like dog
boo-boo. Happy Valentine’s Day!
To My Valentine: Kiara Mason,
Happy almost-birthday qt., love
u lots <3
From, Twinny
To My Valentine: Ja’Nay,
Love You, Beautiful
From, Xavier, 640
To My Valentine: 150 Dream
Team,
Happy Valentine’s Day to my b’s.
FTN’s!
From, Miranda Reynolds, 638
To My Valentine: Christian
Contreas,
I love you, Valentine :)
From, Sharon Dixon, 639
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To My Valentine: Everybody,
To all the [jezebels], keep giving
^!!!
From, Kyler Laurent, 638
To My Valentine: Taylor
Walker,
Happy Valentine’s, bae, I love
you!
From, Charles Berry
To My Valentine: Trel the Snail,
I hope you know that you’re my
one and only!
From, Shadé Randolph
To My Valentine: Xavier Taylor,
Hey bae! Happy Valentine’s Day!
From, Ja’nay Westmoreland
To My Valentine: Anonymous,
Enjoy your Valentine’s Day and
be safe! This is a day to enjoy, so
have fun!
From, Kameryn Kuntu
To My Valentine: Charles
Berry,
I love you with all my heart.
TDB.
From, Taylor Walker
To My Valentine: G-Asia,
You the realest they come. Love
you, bword, aka G-Asia.
From, Domonique Young
To My Valentine: Malik Banks,
Love you, pookie!
From, Zahria Shelton
To My Valentine: Pootie,
I love you with all my heart, and i
just want to be together for eternity! We gone be forever good on
da guys!
From Michael, 781
To My Valentine: 150 Dream
Team,
Y’all already know how we coming. NLMB! Love you PPAH.
Love, Kamari Moore, 637
To My Valentine: Kana,
Khrissy, Sin, Tae, Mells, Nisha,
and Jarie,
I love you, daddy! Happy Valentine’s Day.
To my girls, I love you all. Y’all
are my brothers/sisters and besties.
Happy V-Day to fake Nisha, and
my bae Jari! Love y’all.
From, Princess Williams, 631
To My Valentine: Jaiaya Morgan,
We are just friends, but I want
us to be more. Hit up my line,
and I’ll be knocking at your
door.
From, Anonymous.
To My Valentine: Alalah aka
Otherhalf,
I love you Kilah! Sisters4L.
From, Quinita Johnson (Oreo),
771
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To My Valentine: Alexis aka
Girlfriend,
I love you girlfriend! Ride or die
4L.
From, Quinita Johnson (Oreo),
771
To My Valentine: CBG (Unknown),
Love you, Cal-Cal! Always and
forever.
From, Hakeema, 791
To My Valentine: Breannalovemyhatersz,
I love you, bae!
From, Frederick McGhee, 791
To My Valentine: Fred,
“I am you. You are me. We are
one.” Love, your girlfriend, Bre!
From, Breanna Nalls, 638
To My Valentine: All of You,
Valentine’s Day is a Hallmark
holiday!
From, Ms. Breu
To My Valentine: Kiara M.,
You get on my nerves, you thurl
doe on chief.
From, Dre, 641
To My Valentine: Morgan Park
Staff,
Roses are red, violets are blue. I
hope we don’t get cut, how about
you?
From, Mr. Berba
To My Valentine: Vernisha
Perkins,
Through it all, you’re mine, and I
love you.
From, Stephen Grayson, 772
To My Valentine: Taija and
Tytiana,
Hey baby girl. You are a great
friend, and I luv you, Taija.
You are beautiful! We will never
stop being bf3gt/sisters/bff. I luv
you, Tytiana.
From, Carla Jones, 711
To My Valentine:
TeamBeatABUp,YUP
BBOD.
From, da sav.
To My Valentine: Gabrielle,
I love you and I am so happy you
came into my life. You make me
a better person, and I want you in
my life forever. Love, Po.
From, Poet Muhammad, 761
To My Valentine: Poet Muhammad,
I love you baby girl. I’m so happy
whenever I’m around you, and
sick when I’m not. You make me,
me and I wouldn’t want it any
other way. This is a forever thang.
From, Gabrielle.
To My Valentine: Kemond,
Briana, Jacob, and Jaharha,
I love all of you guys dearly. Y’all

fun [as anything], and keep it
real. I’m looking forward to a
lifelong friendship with you guys!
From, Unique Boyd, 611

To My Valentine: Davia,
Girl, you is my baby! I’m tryin’ to
shoot my shot, so wassup baby?
From, Anonymous

To My Valentine: Jimmie Ambrose,
I love you, babe. You mean the
world to me, you’re my best
friend. Words can’t explain how
much I love you. But you ugly
[as anything]! All love baby. P.S,
you better go to the league. Love
your #1 fan.
From, Aaliyah Gray, 632

To My Valentine: Roslyn,
I love every moment we spend
together. I wouldn’t trade you
for the world. Happy Valentine’s
Day.
From, Anonymous

To My Valentine: Chelsea
Davis,
I love you, Big Daddy!
From, Kyler Laurent, 638
To My Valentine: Destiny
White, Cyera Witcher, Ariel
Herrod, Kaila Murphy and
Trenell Austin,
I love y’all crunch back, may back
selves! Trenell yo Shark Tale self, but
Happy V-Day. Make sure y’all wash
up ‘cause y’all stank! Love, Puss Puss.
From, Aaliyah Gray, 632
To My Valentine: “Aggravating
Boy,”
Thanks for being the reason that
I laugh and fuss 24/7, ‘lil shawty.
From, KillaK, 637
To My Valentine: Kayla Armour,
There are no words to describe
how beautiful she is or how
special she is, or my love for her.
To put these things into words to
define them, there would be a beginning and an end. There is no
definition fitting the love I have
for you and always for you. Love
you, Kayla.
From, Bae Idris
To My Valentine: My Best
Friend, PPH: Jarie,
You are always there for me, and
you know it’s always going to be
mutual. I love you like a fat kid
loves cake! Nothing will ever
come between our bond.
From, Bestie Kam, 637
To My Valentine: Strawberry
Jelly,
Hey, Strawberry! I love you, girl!
You be looking out for me. I
gotcha, girllllll.
From, Grape Jelly (Darrielle
Whitaker)

By Kacharra Johnson
and Nija
To My Valentine: Gerry Franks
Denton- Class of 1972,
Happy Valentine’s Day to all my
Mustangs!
From, Kenneth Denton
To My Valentine: A.H,
Hey, Lil Shawty. You know how
this boss stuff go.
Love, Lil Lil A

To My Valentines: Kacharra &
Nija,
Yaw are so fine. Finna shoot my
shot :)
From, Greg
To My Valentine: All My Students,
Happy Valentine’s Day To All
My Students!
Love, Ms. Payne
To My Valentine: Victoria
Golden,
Happy Valentine’s Day. Victoria,
love you, boo.
Love, Huey G
To My Valentine: Bubba,
Happy Valentine’s Day, bro-bro, I
love you XOXOXO.
Love, Na-Na
To My Valentine: Kywaun,
My heart in human form. I’ll
always be yours, IDC, through
thick and thin. I love you.
Love Nia
To My Valentine: Bob Brody
Love,
Fat boy, I wanna say your friendship means so much to me and I
will always be there for you.
Love, Caramel
To My Valentine: Lil Sis
Charra,
I love you, little sister, Charra.
Love, Domo
To My Valentine: Man-Man,
Man-Man, I love you so much;
our relationship means a lot
to me. I understand I can be a
handful, and you still put up
with my mess, but that is why
we are together. You my best
friend before anything, and I
got you no matter what. So will
you be my Valentine, ButtButt?
To My Valentine: 150 Dream
Team,
I love all my bruddas.
Love, Darri Queen
To my Valentine: Malachi,
To my dear Chi Chi. I love you
so much, 2-5-15 forever. You’re
the best boyfriend ever, you make
me so happy. You are my everything. Love you to the moon and
back.
From, Anonymous
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To My Valentine: Nelson,
Happy Valentine’s Day, Baby!
You mean the world to me
and nothing will ever change
that. I love u XOXOXO, hugs
and kisses, babe!
From, Anonymous
To My Valentine: Christian
Bullock,
You fine as [a lot], boy. I’m just
tryin’ to shoot my shot ‘cause I
really want you, so wassup?
From, Anonymous
To My Valentine: To All of My
Students,
HAPPY VALENTINE’S DAY!
Continue reading & test on
Friday ;)
From, Ms. McGhee
To My Valentine: Stephanie,
You is my right-hand man. You
have always been real since the
first day I met you. I love you
sissy.
Love, Kenisha T.

To My Valentine: Yana,
We are more than friends, you’re
my sister and for that you never
have to worry about anything
Love, Your Sissy
To My Valentine: Chris,
Dark Chocolate, I know we been
together for a while, I just want
you to know I love every moment
with you.
Love, Bae
To My Valentine: Greg,
You stuck with us, forevaaaaaa
(Cardi B. voice)
Love, Kacharra & Nija
To My Valentines:Fantastic 4,
Wassup, guys? Love you, guys.
Ok, bye.
From, Jake
To My Valentine: RoRo,
My BFF4L. You know I’m down
to ride.
From, Charra

To My Valentine: Kaedott,
My BFF, love you lots. XOX
Love, Ken Ken
To My Valentine: Azzurah
(Scrub),
Man, you are my baby. This
Valentine’s Day will make out,
third one since we got together
our sophomore year. I love all
the times we spent together.
We’re going to have a great day
on Valentine’s Day. I care about
you a lot, bae. You know I got it
if you don’t, and you got me if I
don’t. I love this relationship we
got into. I took this time to let
you know how I feel. You are the
best girlfriend EVER. I love you,
baby girl.
Love, Aaron
To My Valentine: Jarielle “Sexyface” Walton,
Hey baby, I just wanted to take
the time to tell you how much I
love you and how happy I am to
be with you this V-Day. Every
day I wake up with a smile on
my face and joy in my heart
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because I am with you. You are
the light that brings me through
the darkness. You are all the good
things in life that I look forward
to. Your smile is illuminating and
the confidence in you can’t be
touched by these other girls. You
never realize how much someone
means to you until your love is
put to the test. We have literally
passed every test through at us.
You know we don’t say infinity so
until infinity my 11.27.
Love, Jay
To My Valentine: 150 Dream
Team,
I love yall. Never leave my brothers.
Love, MarMar
To My Valentine: 150 Dream
Team,
Never leave my brothers.. I love
y’all on my baby
To My Valentine: Shanteace H.,
Some people asked me what I
saw in you to make me fall in
LOVE? My only answer was
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EVERYTHING!! Happy Valentine’s Day!
To My Valentine: Nel-Wap,
Love is willing to do anything for
the other. Love is not going days
without talking to each other.
Love is spending a lot of valuable time with each other. Love
is caring about each other. Love
is eating burning hot pizza in a
parking lot. Love is looking at
your call log and only seeing one
name. Love is being happy just to
see you smile. Love is not wanting
to lose each other. Love is when
no one else matters. Love is your
Chipotle and my White Castles.
Love is every reason why I love
you. No one can honestly say they
know what love is, but I know
that love is because you are my
love and love is simply you!!
Love, T-Mula
To My Valentine: Kacharra
Johnson,
OBYAGOMNBIWLTGBTMFOBD
From, Anonymous

Many have different ideas for celebrating V-Day
Destiny White
and Sinclaire Reeves

L

ove season is here! What
will you give on St.
Valentine’s Day? What special
places do you have in mind?
Students and staff offered their thoughts on how
they like their Valentine’s
day, what’s special to them,
and how they picture their
ideal valentines. Giving a gift
is optional but when your
someone special deserve’s it,
finding the perfect gift could
be a challenge.
‘’Traditionally, I wouldn’t
get nothing, because they say
Sweetest Day is supposed to
be for men,” security guard
Allen Simpson said. “The best

gift I gave from my heart was a
14-carat diamond ring.”
Besides gifts, what else could
be exciting about being with the
one you feel good about?Going
out on a date could easily be the
best romantic gesture.
‘’My ideal Valentine’s Day
restaurant is going to the Grand
Lux Cafe; that’s my favorite
place, the food is so great!’’ student Azzurah Edwards said.
What other places besides
a fancy restaurant would you
want to spend your day? People
often say staying put could be as
memorable as a romantic date.
“Staying at home with my
boyfriend and just talking could
also be special,” student Aaliyah Gray said. “Even going to
a museum, zoo, and or skating

something out of the normal
could be special.”
Uncommon and out-of-theordinary gifts are more memorable to some. Wanting to give
someone you love something
special and can’t really afford it,
is really a downer, according to
Edwards.
“Last year, I wanted to get
my boyfriend a watch for Valentine’s Day but I couldn’t afford it,”
she said. “Instead, we just bonded
and I didn’t give him anything.”
There is a long history with
Americans celebrating this day
of expressing love. According to
History.com, Americans likely
began exchanging hand-made
valentines in the early 1700s.
After hundreds of years of
Valentine’s Day observations,

tradition is common, not breaking that tradition is good and
keeping that bond shows that
you value your relationship.
“Every year I give my wife
and my daughters Fannie Mae
candy,” JROTC instructor Mjr.
Michael Striverson said. “It’s like
a tradition of mine every year.”
Many people also enjoy
going on a date and having a
romantic night or more.
“My ideal Valentine’s Day
would be going to a tropical
beach in the Caribbean, surrounded by my family,’’ English
teacher Yonakish McGee said.
“The best gift I can receive from
my students is for everyone to
do exceptionally well on their
Macbeth final.’’
One school tradition has

been to bring snacks and goods
for the classmates and teachers.
“The first Valentine’s that
was special to me was when I
was in 3rd grade,” senior Sinclair
Reeves said. “This boy gave me a
box of chocolate that I dropped
all over the stairs; maybe it wasn’t
meant to be.”
For many adults, February
14 means a mandate to visit a
really fine—and expensive—restaurant.
“The best place I went on
a date was Morton’s Steakhouse,” journalism teacher Keith
Majeske said. “Back in the ’90s,
it was really formal, and patrons had to wear a suit or they
couldn’t get in. But these days, I’d
rather just stay at home and cook
a great meal for my wife.’’

St. Valentine’s is a special day for some
By Andre Johnson
and Thalame Byrd

S

t. Valentine’s Day is
coming up in just 11 days
from today. Many people have
had different experiences with
the special day.
“Valentine’s mean that on that
day, typically, a boy or girlfriend
or somebody he likes, gives them
chocolate or roses and takes them
out,” senior Dashonda May said.
But when taking a girl out
on Valentine’s Day, one should

know where to take her.
“A good thing for couples to
do on Valentine’s Day is to have
a dinner/lunch,” senior Shontrell
Ganier said. “They can have a meal
and have a nice long conversation.”
Sometimes it’s not always
about taking someone out, but
showing the person how much
love you have for them.
“I think Valentine’s Day
is a day where you should get
together with your loved ones to
show them how much you love
them,” she said.

Valentine’s should mean
something more than just stuff,
according to librarian and teacher
Kandice Morgan.
“Valentine’s mean celebrating love and loved ones,” she said.
Some guys say if they had a
special someone, they would do
something special for them.
“I would give her a bear,
some chocolate, flowers, and a
date to wherever she wants to go
and call it a day,” senior Christian
Contreras said.
On the other hand, the day

is just another opportunity to be
nice to someone.
“It’s just another day to be
sweet,” senior Aaliyah Gray said.
The last celebration for one
girl was pretty nice.
“The guy I was talking to at
the moment, he bought a ‘lil bear
up to my job, and I thought that
was very sweet of him to do,”
senior Carrian Bell said.
Morgan said that she has
something special planned for
the 14th which falls on a Sunday.
“I am going to a marriage

retreat with my church and then
my father’s birthday is on Valentine’s Day and I am going to his
birthday party,” the librarian said.
Ganier said that she hasn’t
put any specific plans together
yet, but that’s not even the most
important thing.
“For Valentine’s Day, I’ll
be spending the day with my
boyfriend, but we don’t have

Please turn to page 14 for

SPECIAL
VALENTINE’S
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Many dreamt of lottery win
By Camry Sanders
and Jaharha Pryor

T

he recent $1.5 billion
Powerball caused
much pandemonium around
the world as millions fantasized about being a billionaire.
Three winning tickets
were chosen from the Thursday,
January 14 drawing, dividing
that lump sum to around $300
million apiece before taxes.
One of the lucky winners
came forward from a tiny town
in Tennessee with around
6,000 residents. He claimed he
was going to keep his job stay
in his house, and give a lot of
money to his church.
Though there weren’t any
winners from Chicago, many
here had similar claims or were
planning some other life-changing event.
English teacher Vera
Williams wouldn’t be stingy if
she won.
“I would definitely definitely set up a foundation where
I could give back and I would
definitely, definitely promise my
students like I’ve been promising
them all their lives, to pay their
college tuition in full,” Williams
said. “Just don’t get any F’s or

drop out. I got your back when it
comes to going to college.”
The demand for tickets had
been so off the charts for this
record game. People were buying
hundreds of tickets at a time.
A $2 ticket has a one in 292.2
million chance of winning the
grand prize, according to lottery
statistics. That compares with a
one in 700,000 chance of being
killed by an asteroid in a lifetime,
according to astronomers at the
Space Science Institute.
Many had strategies for
what numbers they would choose
to play and others just hoped for
a stroke of luck, like social studies
teacher Tyler Variano.
“I asked people in the 7-11
what numbers should I choose,”
Variano said. “I bought five tickets…and that cost $20. Some of
them were random, I picked one,
and the other ones I just asked
people for numbers.”
Music teacher Octavia Lord
said she believes that the whole
lottery industry is just a rigged
game that takes in more money
than it gives out.
“I thought it was a scam,
because the money they’re taking
in, and they were only going to
pay out so much and people were
paying so much,” Lord said. “I just

didn’t want to be a part of that.”
This game wasn’t just a
gambling event, according to
Williams, but it brought about
a weird sense of community.
“I thought it was great
publicity above all because you
had people in China playing,
people coming across borders
getting tickets,” she said. “It
brought everybody together in
any and everywhere you went.
It almost reminded me of the
Bulls winning the championship. It kind of brought a
community together on a good
note as opposed to all this bad
stuff that we’ve been hearing.”
Winning doesn’t always
guarantee success and happiness for its lucky winners. There
are many incidents of lottery
winners ending up broke
within a short period of time
of winning or getting killed by
trusting people who are just
trying to get their money.
For example, 46-year-old
Chicagoan Urooj Khan dropped
dead the day after he won the $1
million lotto in 2012. The autopsy
revealed that Khan died of cyanide poisoning. Both his sister-inlaw and her father were suspected
to be involved in his death but no
one was ever charged.

If you like food freebies,
there are plenty available
By Arionna Moss

O

ftentimes, weird holidays
are added to the calendar
every year. In fact, there are so
many observed national holidays
that it is nearly impossible to give
an accurate statistic; however, so
many national holidays are so
widely celebrated that restaurants
are practically giving away free
food, and good deals of course, to
their customers.
Cinnabon, an American
baked goods store often found
in malls and airports, allows
its customers to join Club
Cinnabon and get a coupon
for one free Minibon roll at
their participating bakeries.
Also, you will get a free cinnamon roll on your birthday.
Similarly, Buffalo Wild
Wings Grill & Bar, an Ameri-

can dining restaurant and sports
bar chain, allows its guest to receive a free dessert when they sign
up for the the Buffalo Circle.
Godiva Chocolatier, a Belgian premium chocolate manufacturer, lets it buyers join their
Rewards Club and receive a free
piece of chocolate every month
from participating stores. Additional benefits for their members
include, but are not limited to:
spending $20 and receive a free
gift the following month, and
exclusive offers every month.
Likewise, for all the foodies,
Pancake Day falls on the 9th of February, while Pancake Week is from
the 9th to the 15th of February.
This year, IHOP, a United
States multinational pancake
house and family restaurant, will
serve free pancakes on the 8th
of March instead of on National

Pancake Day from 7 a.m. to
10 p.m. Additionally, according to Children’s Miracle
Network’s website, any guest
that makes a $5 donation will
receive a coupon good for $5
off of their next visit.
Moreover, Wingstop,
a chain of aviation-themed
restaurant, will allow its
customers to receive a complimentary large fresh-cut
seasoned fries when they sign
up for The Club. Also, their
members will obtain a free
gift on their birthday.
Since Doughnut Day
is the 3rd of June, Krispy
Kreme will be giving away a
free donut to its customers
on the 5th of June, whereas,
Dunkin’ Donuts will be doing the same, if their guests
purchase a beverage first.
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anything planned out yet,” she
said. “But whatever we do, I
just want to be with him and
have fun.”
Some say that St. Valentine’s Day is not so much

a day dedicated to each one in a
couple, but more for the girls and
that guys should take the lead.
“I feel that the guy should
always ask the girl out, because
if he asked the girl that he likes,

then he should automatically
want to take her out without
her asking to,” senior Christian Contreras said, “and he
should also pay for everything
and make her feel special.”

COSBY CONFLICT
Continued from page 11
and expect kids to look up to you,
but yet there’s a case pending against
you,’’ senior Tiger Dickerson. ‘’I don’t
think the women in the Cosby case
should keep their mouths closed,
and not tell their story. Yet, I do
think the women who are choosing
to speak up two decades later don’t
deserve the chance to gain justice
because why choose now to come
out after so many years?’’
Some of the women have
alleged that the actor drugged
them to lure them to bed, but
some who are following the case
don’t believe the allegations.
“Drugs can take over anything if you are a celebrity, but
to be honest, I don’t think Bill
Cosby did it,’’ said Aaliyah Gray,
a senior student. ‘’How would the
girls know what he gave them,
and why did they wait so late to
come out, because if a man raped
you and put something in your
drink, you’d automatically go to
the police, so I just think they’re
out to get some money.’’
But so many women have
come forward that it’s going to
be difficult for Cosby to get out
of that shadow.
“I think his family members
are being very supportive of him,”
she said. “It’s also very embarrassing for his future, because he
was the ideal American dad and
everybody looked up to him.’’
Even if he’s found guilty,
junior Amani Fashola doesn’t
think it should diminish what he
accomplished professionally.
“Even though what he did
was not great at all, he still was a
very good actor,” Fashola said, “so
I don’t think that should affect
how his career is portrayed.”
Gray believes that there may
racism involved in the case.
“They want to see a AfricanAmerican go down, because the
main women that he was accused of
raping were Caucasian,” she said.
According to Huffington
Post, one of the accusers, 49-yearold Janice Baker, appeared in
episodes of The Cosby Show and
avoided physical contact with
Cosby, but claimed after a 1989

taping he was featured on, she left
the dressing room before anything
could happen, she said in the report. Many of the women were in
fear because they had never spoken
out publicly and certainly in some
case had never even told family,
co-worker, and friends about what
they Cosby allegedly did to them.
In July, Cosby admitted to
getting other sedatives with the
attempt of giving them to women
he wanted to have sex with during a 2005 testimony, it has been
reported. The testimony showed
that Cosby testified under oath to
giving three half-pills of Benadryl
to a former Temple University
employee who filed a lawsuit.
Another big Hollywood
name, model Janice Dickinson,
who has also filed a lawsuit
against the sitcom star, was the
first celebrity to come forward
with accusations against the
former TV dad. The comedian’s
lawyer has continued to deny
allegations against him. Another
alleged victim filed a civil suit
against the actor, claiming Cosby
molested her at a Playboy Mansion more than 40 years ago.
Dickerson also gave her
thought on if it’s the right thing
for Cosby to plead guilty or not.
“If I were him, I would plead
guilty simply because I know I’m
guilty, and it’s the right thing to do.’’
Another student explained why
women hate to be sexually exploited
even by people they know. ‘’I would
feel violated if another person was
to touch me in private areas of my
body, and I also think you should
also tell somebody when they try to
get aggressive,’’ said Deshonda May,
a senior student. ‘’Drugging a person
for sex is not appropriate because
they’re not aware of what’s being
done to their body.’’
May went against some of
these women for speaking up so
many years after they say this all
happened.
“I wouldn’t sue Cosby,
because if I didn’t do it 20-years
ago, I wouldn’t do it now,” she
said. “The women are obviously
doing so for the money.”

FASHION SENSE
Continued from page 11
“Boys shouldn’t sag their pants
and girls should show little to no
cleavage,” junior John Phillips said.
The teachers believe that
students should have much
respect for the adults in the
building as well as more respect
for themselves.
“I think it’s very important to
learn how to dress professionally
at a young age, because as you get
older you are judge by your appearance, just like a job interview,”
Berba said. “I say wearing what
makes you comfortable is good
too, but dress the part.”
Wearing inappropriate attire
such as sagging and showing
cleavage is really the problem
that the school struggles with
and the staff tries their best to

keep it in control and take it as
disrespect.
“I think it’s a sense of fashion
and they think it’s cool [to sag],”
junior Zyshon Roberts said.
Some girls blame the clothing itself for being revealing.
“I think [girls] show their
cleavage depending on the types
of clothing they wear,” senior
Zahria Shelton said.
Overall, students say
dress however you feel is more
comfortable for you and what
you would think is reasonably
appropriate for school.
“Dress comfortable you don’t
have to buss a fit everyday but I do
switch it up, ” Phillips said. “But
when I do, I dress it up and make
it real for ‘em --Future said it best.”
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Who’s the real Bull?
Koi Lacey
and Tariq Harding

W

oo-woo! This is the
Chicago Bulls year!
Derrick Rose is going to take
them all the way and finally
get some NBA hardware!
Ha! Who you kidding!
Rose is finished he has been
finished for the last five years.
So who is the one that’s going
to carry this team on their
back now? You know who it
is: It’s Jimmy Butler.
This season Butler has
put the Bulls on his back,
while, on the other end, Rose
has already missed six games
this season due to injury.
“Jimmy Butler is definitely the new face of the Bulls,”
varsity basketball player
Charles Moore said. “Butler
had what 53 the other night,
that man has been killing.”
Many Bulls fans now say
that they prefer Butler over
Rose especially since how Butler has been playing this season.
“I prefer Butler,” English
teacher and NBA fan Gerald
Winston said. “He plays both
ends, he plays defense, and
he has that killer instinct. He
dropped 53 the other day—
that’s my boy!”
Even though Butler has
been playing amazing this

season, some believe that he is
not yet that player that can lead
his own team.
“I don’t know about Butler
running his own team yet, because he hasn’t been showing me
too much consistency, but he’s
definitely on his way if he keeps
working hard,” Moore said.
Most regular fans don’t think
Rose will ever be back to his old
self, but they do believe he is currently still the face of the Bulls.
“I don’t think Rose will be
100 percent healthy again because
injuries just keep following him
no matter what,” senior Bulls fan
Brandon Piper said. “I think Rose
will always be the face, but Butler
has been playing good and he is
about to take over real soon.”
With Rose’s contract expiring in 2017, some believe it
could be his last time in a red
and white uniform. However,
varsity basketball assistant coach
Christopher Hopkins thinks
differently.
“Get rid of Rose? I don’t think
they should let him go,” Hopkins
said. “He still has good face value
for the team. I think they should
maybe lessen his time to get him
back to where he needs to be.”
Butler is averaging 22.4
points per game, leading the
Bulls (as of late January), and 1.8
steals, delivering on the offensive
and defensive ends consistently.

Fans often consider players like the Cleveland Cavaliers’ Lebron James, Houston
Rockets’ James Harden,
and Golden State Warriors’
Stephen Curry superstars, but
dismiss Jimmy G. Buckets.
“Butler is not yet a superstar, but he is slowly rising
to that title,” senior varsity
baseball player Brian Brantley
said. “Within the next two
years he will be at that level.”
Even though fans believe
Butler is the face of the Bulls,
there are others who believe that
D-Rose will be considered the
best on the team, once again,
when his physical form returns.
“I definitely believe Rose
will be back healthy,” Moore
said. “He’s from Chicago, he’s
a tough young man, and he
works hard so I think he will
be back to the MVP Rose.”
We all know what Rose is
capable of when he is playing
at his Most Valuable Player
(MVP) status in 2011. He averaged 25.0 points, 7.7 assists,
and 4.1 rebounds a game,
leading the Bulls to a 62-20
(league best) record.
At this point, it’s a general
fan’s opinion. Looking at the
numbers, Jimmy is the best.
Looking at the history, the crown
still belongs to the Windy City
Assassin. You choose your pick!

Future flicks

By Shamia Charles

F

rom action-packed films
to rom-coms, students
reveal the movie they’re most excited for in 2016, and reminisce
their favorite films from 2015.
Some of the most anticipated
movies in the world include Batman vs. Superman: Dawn of Justice,
The Divergent Series: Allegiant,
and Captain America: Civil War.
Movie Insider believes
Batman vs. Superman: Dawn of
Justice, Deadpool, and Independence Day: Resurgence are
the most anticipated movies for
the new year, but students argue
that The Boy, Finding Dory, and
Central Intelligence are what’s to
look forward to.
“I’m excited for Finding
Dory because it’s a sequel to
Finding Nemo, and that’s a good
movie,” senior Elexus Barrett said.
While some students favor
animation, other’s favor comedy.
“I love comedy movies because I love to laugh,” sophomore
Shamari Charles said.
Central Intelligence, scheduled to release June of this year,
starring The Rock and Kevin
Hart, might arguably be the
funniest movie of the year, and

students are looking forward to it.
“I’m excited to finally see
Central Intelligence,” Charles
said. “I’ve seen the extended
trailer, and that’s already got me
laughing my heart out.”
Other students prefer scary
movies, like The Boy, scheduled
to release January 23.
“I’m excited to see The Boy,”
senior Tiger Dickerson said.
Not only have students anticipated the best movies of 2016,
but also those that might flop.
“The biggest movie fail of 2016
might be the next part to hangover
because it’s just wild,” Barrett said.
Some think otherwise.
“[I believe] the parody of
Fifty Shades of Grey will flop,”
Dickerson said.
Some of the worst Jupiter
Ascending, Aloha, and Child 44.
According to The Telegraph,
other flops include The Fantastic Four,
Pan, and The Last Witch Hunter.
On the other hand, some of
the best movies from 2015 include Creed, Fifty Shades of Grey,
and Straight Outta Compton.
“Straight Outta Compton
might have to be my favorite film
from 2015 because it’s real and it
was very entertaining,” Charles said.
Straight Outta Compton received positive reviews from critics.
According to Rotten Tomatoes, the film has a rating of 88
percent, with an average rating
of 7.4/10. Audiences gave the

film an average grade of “A” on
an A+ to F scale, according to
CinemaScore.
The film has only been nominated for one Oscar, for best writing.
No black actors or actresses
have been nominated for Best
Actor or Actress, leading people
to create the Twitter hashtag,
#OscarsSoWhite. This has also
called for an Oscar boycott from
a handful of celebrities, and even
fans are proclaiming they won’t
watch the airing.
With these stars boycotting,
students reveal their favorite actors and actresses.
“My favorite actor is Leonardo
DiCaprio, and my favorite actress is
Taraji P. Henson,” Barrett said.
Other students disagree.
“My favorite actor is Channing Tatum, but I don’t have a
favorite actress,” Dickerson said.
Only Leonardo DiCaprio
has been nominated for an Oscar
for 2016. He has not stated an
opinion about the Oscar-Boycott.
Some actors and actresses
who are not planning on attending the Oscars include Will and
Jada Pinkett-Smith and Spike Lee.
Mark Ruffalo supports the Boycott,
but will still be attending “in support of the victims of clergy Sexual
Abuse and good journalism.”
Although not invited to
the Oscars, Tyrese Gibson and
Snoop Dogg state they will not
be watching the award show.
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regrouped and quieted Chicago
Vocational, 64-46, thanks largely
to 19 points by point guard
Charlie Moore.
But the off-again, on-again
match-up against Simeon the
day before drew the most attention to the Mustangs, not only
because the Wolverines (17-3)
are so closely ranked, but because
of the controversy regarding
where and when the game would
be played.
The team has been in the
middle of controversy since
parents threatened to keep
their sons at home and boycott
the originally scheduled game,
after Chicago Public Schools
(CPS) sports administrators
bounced between Gwendolyn
Brooks and Little Village high
schools. Parents were upset
that the Mustangs were being
denied home court advantage
and wanted to draw attention
to the tiny size of the boys
north gymnasium. The Morgan Park gym has a capacity
of 270 people, compared with
Simeon’s, which reportedly can
accommodate 1,200.
After the proposed boycott
forced the game to be postponed
until last Thursday, the few
tickets available in advance of the
game were quickly sold out the
day they became available.
Then, the in the hours leading
up to the game, a strikingly-heavy
presence of CPS security and
uniformed Chicago police, both
inside the building and out, arrived
to ensure a safe environment.
After the tip-off in front
of the capacity crowd, fans were
treated to a tightly-fought battle
which came down to the final
seconds. Jamal Burton pulled the
team to 58-57 with just over 30
seconds on the clock, after a lay-up
and a foul. However, the Wolverines pulled away with the victory,
60-57. MP won the first “Battle of
Vincennes” against the Wolverines,
70-65, back on Dec. 11.
Now, despite having an
identical 9-1 record in the Red
South Conference, Simeon got
the edge in winning the conference, earning them the No.
1 seed in the Public League
playoffs.

The team expects to use the
loss to their advantage, according
to senior guard Jarrin Randall.
“We took it hard because we
were on pace to be undefeated in
the city,” Randall said. “[But t]
he coaches redirected our minds
to use the loss as motivation and
not take any teams likely as we
head into the playoffs.”
The first round of the Public
League playoffs (West Quadrant) begins tonight at 5:30
p.m. at home against Orr High
School.
Looking ahead to the IHSA
Class 3A playoffs, Randall, who
led the team to a third place
finish in last year’s finals, thanks
to hitting an amazing 10 threepointers, sees the Mustangs’ consistent line-up as a big advantage
this year.
“We have a lot of experience
going downstate,” he said. “We
have enough talent to complete
the journey. Our bench is deeper
than a lot of teams.”
A major contributor to the
team’s current success is Moore
who has had an outstanding
season, currently ranked No. 1
in the state and cracks ESPN’s
Top 100 with the 68th spot. The
senior has had a slew of outstanding games, including recent
wins against Bogan when he
dropped in 38 points, averaging
25.3 points a game in Morgan
Park’s four Proviso West tournament wins.
Having a force like Moore
wearing the Green and White
provides plenty of optimism.
“When you have the best
player in the world on your team
you can’t lose,” head coach Nick
Irvin said.
But just individual effort
isn’t enough for a team to win,
and the coaching staff has consistently kept this team united.
“It’s been a group effort,”
Randle said. “Nick has done
a great job of getting us all
together putting egos aside, and
just putting in the our best effort
each and every practice. A lot of
us, including myself, go on our
lunch periods to lift weights;
it’s group effort, we all have one
common goal and that’s to win
both city and state this year.”

WRESTLERS
Continued from page 16
Whitaker remained positive
despite the setback.
“We all rise and fall, but
the difference is how you pick
yourself up and continue your
journey,” the junior said.
The lone wrestler who
qualified for the championship
round was co-captain Christoper
Bronson, who won three matches
and lost two during the finals on
the following day.
In Bronson’s last match, he
suffered from a sprained knee
from his opponent, leading to a
loss in the finals.

Due to teammate Ulyissis
Armstrong ineligibility, he was
not able to compete.
The team enjoyed solid
success during the season, with
Cook’s record standing at 8-3,
Bronson going 9-2, and Whitaker earning a 5-2 performance.
Sophomore wrestler
reflected on the season, noting
that the young team will need to
improve, especially in the state
competition.
“To be the best, you gotta
beat the best,” wrestler Alexander
Worrell said.
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Boys bowling wins city
By Gregory Howell
and Cameryn Kuntu

T

he boys varsity bowling
team returned to greatness
late last month, winning the Public
League championship, thanks
largely to strong shooting by the
team captains, taking the regional
title and then placing 12th in state.
The Mustangs won their
15th consecutive Public League
title earlier last month, picking it
up with the new coaching team
of Arlanza Townsend and assistant Wafer Carter.
“It’s a good feeling, you
know,” head coach Townsend
said. “We have a good group
of kids who’re strong-minded,
strong-willed, and have a lot of
drive to win.”
After winning the Gwendolyn Brooks Regional title back on
January 16 with 6,167 pins, the
team went on to qualify for the
state tournament after a third-place
finish Saturday at the Sandburg
Sectional, earning the program’s
fifth trip downstate in nine years.
The team rolled on to a 12th
place finish with captain senior
Jabar Johnson who led the team
with a pair of 705-pin series

Boys varsity Public League champions! Front row: Coach Wafer Carter, Mario Jrdan, Malik Coburn; second row: Clinton Lyons, Braijon
Carter, and Reggie Petty Jr., and Charles Berry; back row: Jaylen Cato, Jabar Johnson, Donivan Williams, Joshua Levy, and coach
Arlanza Townsend.
in the third and fourth rounds
played on Saturday. His high
game was a solid 266.
“I think I did very good and
set a very good example for my
team,” Johnson said. “To help

After shadow of
gym controversy,
Mustangs seek
return to state

In front of a capacity crowd, guard Charlie Moore drives to
the hole against Simeon defenders last week. (Photo by
Brandon Piper)

By Jonathan Thompson

D

espite the recent loss
to their arch rival, the
boys varsity Mustangs basketball team has been dominating the competition this
season, currently enjoying a
record of 17-2, and are working hard and doing whatever

it takes to make it downstate
to play in the Illinois High
School Association (IHSA)
Class 3A championship again.
A day after the wildlypublicized “Battle of Vincennes,” the Mustangs

Please turn to page 15 for
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contribute to my team in their
success, I need to be successful
myself and also stay consistent-leading by example.”
Other bowlers on the state
team include fellow seniors

Charles Berry and Jaylin Cato;
juniors Braijon Carter and Malik
Coburn; sophomores Reginald
Petty and Mario Jordan; and
freshman Clinton Lyons.
This Mustang team is among

the best, according to Berry.
”From a rate 1 to 10, I
give us a 10 because the team
chemistry is a little bit better, our
coaching this year is a little bit
better,” he said.

Lady Mustangs enjoy top rank
By Koi Lacey
and Tariq Harding

T

he varsity girls basketball
team has been having a
fantastic season so far, earning a
record of 19-2 and ranked No.1
in the IHSA Class 3A.
The Lady Mustangs last
showed their dominance during the night dedicated to the
seniors by destroying Northside
College Prep High School girls
basketball team, 104-37. Senior
forward Mia Bradley posted
a team-high 24 points and
double-digit rebounds.
The girls are thrilled
about being No.1 in the
state and feel that they have
worked hard to earn that title.
“I feel like it has been
a long time coming, and I
am glad we are finally being
recognized for our hard work,”
Bradley said. “We feel like
everybody has it out for us, and
everybody wants to see us fail,

but we are just going to keep doing
us and keep winning.”
This year’s team has been
clicking on all cylinders. Besides
the fact of having three new
players being added to the roster,
their unity has contributed a lot
towards their success.
“The chemistry of the team
is different and a lot of people
have been playing together,”
junior forward Destiny Harden
said. “We also have three new
players who came this year, and
they have been helping us win.”
For the past three years, the
girls team has lost to arch-rival
Whitney Young High School in
the Public League title game. The
girls are confident that this year
will be different, trying to prove
that their top ranking is legit.
“Well, I really can’t tell you if we
are going to lose to Whitney Young
or not, but my answer is ‘no,’” senior
point guard Cachet Johnson said. “I
think we are going to work harder.
This year we have a good bench, but

in previous years we did not.”
As the season has gone on,
the Lady Mustangs have increasingly blown teams out, including an 88-21 pounding over
Kennedy High School, and of
course the Northside Prep game.
They have also had tough games
like the Simeon game where the
Mustangs took the win, 70-66.
“This year we are all
playing together,” Bradley
said. “We all have a common
goal of winning city and the
state championship, so we are
working towards it together.”
Like every and any other
team, the ladies, of course, have
their weaknesses and strengths.
“Our weakness would have
to be us not playing with structure sometimes,” senior guard
Gabrielle Cooper said. “We are a
good passing team and everyone
on our team can score, so we will
have one real dominant player,
and if they have an off game, we
will all be able to step up.”

Wrestlers wrap-up season
T

he boys varsity wrestling
team competed at the
Public League championship late
last month for the City Championship. They are now looking forward to compete for the
regional championship.
At the Public League championship qualifier, on Saturday,
January 23, wrestling team

captain Davonte Cook won two
matches and lost one, forcing
him out of the city finals.
The team, however, fought
on against their challenging opponents, Cook said.
“You may see us struggle at
times, but you’ll never see us give
up when the going gets tough,”
the junior said.

Wrestling teammate Nigelle
Whitaker won his first match,
but during his second, he suffered an eye injury requiring
medical attention; this caused
him to not perform well during
his final match.
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