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The earliest days of MPHS
Centennial
kickoff starts
this month!
M
Part 1 of a three-part series: The need for a high school

By Carol Flynn,
Ridge Historical Society

organ Park High
School (MPHS)
opened its doors at its present
location on January 17, 1916,
but the founding of the high
school actually goes back to
1902 when the need for a public school was first recognized.
In 1883, Illinois passed a
law that all children had to attend school for a certain number
of days each year, up to the age
of 14. By this time, Morgan
Park, which was a separate village and not part of the city of
Chicago, had already established
good grammar schools.
During those times, many
people believed that it was up to
the parents to send their children to private schools for any
further education beyond grammar school. Back then it was
actually considered a luxury to
go to high school. Some people
did not want to pay taxes to establish a public high school that
they felt only a small number of
students would attend.

MP Cheerleaders circa 1933

Centennial
Celebration of
Morgan Park
High School
Celebrating a Century of Excellence:
Honoring our past, looking toward our future!

Event Dates
January 16, 2016
Celebration Kick-Off and Ceremony
(10 a.m. until 1 p.m.)
◊ Opening Ceremony
◊ Unveiling of Centennial
Museum
◊ Silent Auction
◊ Student Led Tours
of the School
◊ Brunch Reception

A

fter 100 years in the making, Morgan
Park High School is finally going to
start celebrating!
The Centennial Committee has planned
for many exciting events to celebrate the
centennial anniversary that the school has
been open.
Chairperson Katrina Richard started this
initiative in early July with an opening meeting to discuss the century that the school
building has been open.
“Morgan Park is one of the few public
schools in Chicago [Public Schools] that
can say it’s 100 years [old] and it’s the same
school,” said Richard, who is a teacher and
alumnus from the Class of 2003. “Most
schools have been around for as long as we
have, but they changed.”
Students are going to have the opportunity to participate in the events that are coming up related to to big anniversary. Alumni,
past and present staff, and students are the
main focus; they helped create what Empehi
is today.

1744
West
Pryor
Avenue:
Yesterday
and
today

February 25, 2016
Alumni Career Day
June 5, 2016
Student/Alumni Concert
August 14, 2016
All Class Reunion BBQ
October 2016
Homecoming Game
and Formal Gala

“There are three major missions,” Richard
said. “The first mission is to bridge the gap
between the alumni of Morgan Park and the
current population of Morgan Park, and two, to
bridge the gap with the alumni.”
The year-long celebration begins on Saturday, January 16, 2016—nearly 100 years to the
date that students first set foot in what was then
called the “new building” of Morgan Park High
School.
On that Saturday, there will be a celebration
kick-off formal ceremony at 10 a.m., followed by
a formal opening ceremony, a ribbon-cutting of
the centennial museum, and a brunch reception.
A month later, there will be a student/alumni concert on Saturday, February 20, 2016 from
4 p.m. - 6 p.m. An Alumni Career Day will then
be held in March or April 2016.
The Class of 2016 graduation ceremony will
be extra-special, as it will also be a centennial
ceremony (Saturday, June 18, 2016; 10 a.m. to
noon).
“All alumni are asked to participate in formal processional,” according to the August plan-

ning minutes. “Alumni will march in with a
banner marking their decade of graduation.
The Class of 2016 will then march in under
those banners.”
On Sunday, August 14, 2016, an
All-School Picnic on the school campus is
being planned, possibly as part of the annual
alumni picnic.
Next year’s homecoming events will be
taken up a few notches with added events
at the homecoming game and “Celebration
Gala” which may include a “heated tent
transformed into a formal gala space either
on the football/track or the baseball field.”
There is also a serious push to raise
money for various needed improvements
around the aged building. As part of the
“Restoring our Legacy Capital Campaign,”
$1 million is the revenue goal to provide
funding for a new sound system and lighting
for Blackwelder Hall, improvements for the
track and football field, plus classroom upgrades that include smart boards and Apple
iPad carts.
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Morgan Park High School from an original photograph dated February 1917.

organ Park High School
was much smaller
when the original construction
was completed in 1916, as shown
in this February 1917 photo (at
left) taken just over a year after
what was then the “new” building
opened. This structure replaced the
overcrowded Arlington School, an
elementary school that also housed
students from the Morgan Park
community. Arlington was built in
1904 at 110th Place and Western Avenue, and has since been
replaced by Clissold Elementary.
The school photo is the view
of the facility looking from Hermosa Street. Notice that the south
end of this part of MP ended just
to where the doorway of Room 138
is today. The Social Room, gymnasium, auditorium, pool, garages, and
at least 25 classrooms did not exist
until the 1926 addition (which now
faces where Pryor Avenue once
existed) was completed. The “new”
building wasn’t built until 1965.
The 1931 photo, featuring a
row of late ‘20s Model A Fords, is
facing south on Church Street (note

The Arlington School (pictured above) was the first Morgan Park High School, before the existing
building at 1744 W. Pryor Avenue was built in 1916. Arlington was built in 1904-1906 at 110th Place
and Western Avenue (on the current Clissold Elementary school grounds). After the existing
MP building (the northern-most part of the school) was built, Arlington was used as a grammar
school before finally being demolished in 1931. (Source: Courtesy of the Ridge Historical Society)
Morgan Park had a fine
private school in the village, the
Morgan Park Academy, which
operated as a four-year high
school and accepted both boys
and girls as students. This fit the

the exterior entrance for the auditorium, Blackwelder Hall). Church
passed through until the east campus
was completed in the 1980s.
Until the mid-sixties,
Morgan Park appeared as seen in
the 1958 photo from the school
yearbook (far top right). This is
a view looking west down Pryor
Avenue which ran along the
main face of the school. When
construction of the new building
began in 1964, Pryor Avenue was
cutoff from exiting on Vincennes
Avenue; now it ends at the
teachers parking lot on the west
side of the school campus.
Most of what you see today on
the school grounds was due to work
completed in 1983 (photo bottom
left). The tennis courts, parking lots,
track and softball/baseball fields
were built to create a true campus.
Before construction began in 1981,
houses that surrounded the school
were purchased and then razed
by the Board of Education. The
swampy area in the photo illustrates
what the area looked like after the
houses were knocked down.

A CENTURY OF MP LEADERSHIP

John H. Heil
1913-1916

William Schoch
1916-1935

Harry T. Baker
1935-1936

Dr. Eston V. Tubbs
1936-1947

George G. Lorentz
1947-1948

Harry L. Tate
1948-1952

Richard C. McVey
1952-1955

Wallace H. Fristoe
1955-1965

Dr. James F. Moore
1965-1974

Thomas Burke
1974-1982

Martin Gabriel
1982-1984

Dr. Walter Pilditch
1984-1990

Earl Bryant
1990-1993

Charles Alexander
1993-2006

need for many families in the village. However, around 1897, the
Academy decided to enroll only
boys. It then became apparent
that a public high school would
be needed, especially for the Mor-

Circa 1931

gan Park daughters.
There was a public high
school to the south in the vil-

Please turn to page 10 for

BEFORE 1916
South-facing side of
building, circa 1958

Circa 1981

Today’s Morgan Park High School and the campus is vastly
larger than the 1916 structure, as shown in this 2012 photo taken
during the $20 million-plus renovation project. Note: The hash
marks indicate where the original structure ended until 1926 (indicated left of mark) and where the first expansion was added.
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