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Student scientists
to compete at
Chicago regional,
city-level fairs

Science fair winners and sponsor: (from left) Mrs. Glennie King (science teacher and Chicago
Public Schools Science Fair chairperson), sophomore Ben Dweh, 8th grader Joaquin Ramirez, 7th
grader Marshall Ellis, sophomore Davora Buchanan, junior Kapri Dowdell, junior HaKeema Kellum,
7th grader Kennedi Strongs, junior Arianna Boyd, and 7th grader Kenneth Strongs.

Top projects
chosen at
local-level
science fair

T

he annual local science
fair was held in the
south girls gymnasium earlier in
December, and the winners will
go on to compete at the regional
network fair this month.
Those who took top scores
among high school students,
ranked from first place, were
freshman Serena Echols
(“Healthier Heavy Fruits”), sophomore Davora Buchanan (“Can
Grass Seeds Stop Erosion?”),
junior Kapri Dowdell (“What’s
Hiding Under Your Feet at the

Pom-Pon places
second in city

Playground?”), sophomore Ben
Dweh (“What Insulation is the
Best Solution for Soundproofing
Enclosed Space?”), junior Arianna
Boyd (“Effect of Supplement on
Plant Growth”), senior Tamia
Davis (“Comparing Baby Lotion”), and junior Hakeema Kellum (“Let’s Build a Car”); junior
high winners were (1) 7th grader
Kenneth Strongs (“What Makes
Ice Melt the Fastest”), 7th grader
Marshall Ellis (“Marble Mania”),
8th grader Joaquin Ramirez (“Can
Soda Affect Chalk?”), and 7th
grader Kennedi Strongs (“How to
Slow Down Banana Ripening”).
Students were judged on
knowledge gained, scientific approach, experimental approach,
reliability of data, validity of conclusion, estimating experimental
error, originality, quality of visual
presentation, oral presentation,
and the written report.

Winners were determined by
the total points accumulated that
is closest to 100 percent. The maximum number of points that can
be earned is 99 points. 53 of the
points are based on the scientific
method and the overall Impression of the project. Eight points
are based on display. Another
eight points are based on the oral
presentation. The last 30 points
are based on the written report.
Those with top scores will
compete at the upcoming regional
fair at Chicago State University
on Friday, January 15, 2016.
Those who are successful
will enter the city-wide competition at the Museum of Science
and Industry from March 17 to

Please turn to page 3 for

SCIENCE FAIR
WINNERS
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Tardy, truant
seniors get
‘last chance’ for
prom, luncheon
By Amber McKnight

S

chool administrators
held a special assembly
just before the winter vacation
to notify those of the Senior
Class, who failed to heed the
attendance policy, that they
will not be allowed to attend
the prom or senior luncheon.
Assistant principal
Rochelle Bryant, who led the
meeting, explained to upwards
of 75 seniors who attended
the second period meeting
in Blackwelder Hall on the
Thursday before the holiday
break that, due to surpassing the maximum limit of
10 tardies and/or unexcused

absences, they will be denied
the privilege of participating
in the two coveted end-ofyear events.
“I let them know that
at that time they had a low
attendance rate,” the assistant
principal said. “It was below
90 [percent] and anyone that
had 90 and below, their privileges were revoked; they were
not able to attend prom or the
luncheon.”
Although the upperclassmen had been provided
details of attendance require-

Please turn to page 4 for

LAST CHANCE
FOR PROM

State Scholars
announced

Illnois State Scholas: (front row) Lequila Alexander, Grafton Brown, and Alleyah Burns; back row: Shane Escobar,
Paul Gilbert, Nefertia Jones, and Hannah Nelson.

S

even seniors were
selected in early December as the 2016-2017 Illinois State Scholars and rank
among the top ten percent of
Illinois students, according to
the Illinois Student Assistance Commission (ISAC).
The students are Lequila

Alexander, Grafton Brown,
and Alleyah Burns; back row:
Shane Escobar, Paul Gilbert,
Nefertia Jones, and Hannah
Nelson.

Please turn to page 3 for

ILLINOIS
SCHOLARS
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Drawing a conclusion
By Tubuka Evans

Students make, sell
gifts for fundraiser

Student Ricardo Hayes, child welfare worker Millance Smith,
and pom members Diamonie McCrimon, Quinita Johnson,
Janell Mason, and Brianna Davis.

S

pecial needs students and members
of the pom-pon team decorated Christmas ornaments and
bagged holiday treats as part of
a fund-raiser, hoping to collect
enough money to participate in
the annual Special Olympics in
the spring.
The students collected
$295 which will be matched by
a grant from Special Olympics
and Special Children Charities.
The matching grant was written
by head Special Olympic coach
Darlene Pollard.

Each year, right before the
winter break, the Special Education Department, coordinated by teachers Darlene Pollard
and Vorice Hayes-Causey,
holds a Christmas bazaar. The
money they raise will support
their efforts to compete in the
47th annual Special Olympics
Opening Ceremonies and
Spring Games in May.
The students work together
to make special holiday candy bags
and decorate an assortment of festive ornaments to sell, in order to
help pay for their uniforms.

If you’re going to get sick in Chicago Public Schools, you better know when--or if--the nurse is in.
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news briefs
Financial aid NEWS
Financial aid night was held the evening of Tuesday, December 15. In an event that was coordinated by
librarian Kandice Morgan, students and parents were provided valuable college planning information courtesy
of representatives from the Illinois Student Assistance Commission and Chicago State University. Various computer labs were used for those in attendance to learn about FAFSA and to complete a series of applications.

POSSIBLE BUDGET CUTS IN NEW YEAR
Additional budget cuts may be levied against Chicago Public Schools, including Morgan Park, by
the end of the first semester since the Illinois state legislature has not passed a budget, the principal, Dr.
Carolyn Epps, informed the Local School Council at the December meeting. According to her Principal’s
Report, “Unfortunately, any reduction in funding may result in staff layoffs and crowded classrooms. Principals have not been given any information regarding the amount of money that will need to be reduced
from budgets. The CEO [Forrest Claypool] indicated that the budget cuts may be delayed to the end of
the year if CTU [Chicago Teachers Union] accepts the proposed contract.”

POSSIBLE TEACHERS STRIKE LATER THIS SCHOOL YEAR
Earlier last month, members of the Chicago Teachers Union (CTU) voted to authorize a strike, according to the CTU website. The actual result was just over 96 percent of those voting marked “yes’”with a
92 percent turnout.
According to reports, a strike cannot take place until 105 days after a fact-finding phase begins, which
the CTU has called for to begin immediately. CPS, however, does not want to start fact finding until midFebruary. The union has filed an unfair labor practice charge with the Illinois Educational Relations Board,
which is scheduled to meet at the end of January. If it agrees with the union to begin fact finding at that
time, the earliest strike date would be in May 2016.

EMPEHI TO KICK OFF CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION IN JANUARY
Morgan Park will celebrate its 100th year of continuous operation in its present location in 2016. The Centennial Kick Off
celebration will take place Saturday, January 16, 2016 at 10 a.m. in the
auditorium, Blackwelder Hall.
On that Saturday, there will be a formal opening ceremony, a
ribbon-cutting of the centennial museum, and a brunch reception.
A month later, there will be a student/alumni concert on Saturday, February 20, 2016 from 4 p.m. - 6 p.m. An Alumni Career Day
will then be held in March or April 2016.
The Class of 2016 graduation ceremony will be extra-special, as
it will also be a centennial ceremony (Saturday, June 18, 2016; 10 a.m.
to noon).
On Sunday, August 14, 2016, an All-School Picnic on the school
campus is also being planned.

EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to
the editor. All letters must have a name
and division number. We reserve the right
to edit all letters for mechanics, length, and
content. Please submit responses with
name and division to Mr. Majeske or any
member of the newspaper, or to
KEMajeske@cps.edu.
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Programming Awareness
Two seniors
awarded full-ride Day to promote course
scholarships
offerings for 2016-17
T

wo seniors, Jada
Jackson and Nefertia
Jones both have been awarded
full ride scholarships through
the selective Posse Foundation,
last month.
Nominated for their
academic achievement, leadership qualities demonstrated,
and social skills, Jackson and
Jones will both receive fouryear scholarships worth over
$100,000, with the exception
Senior Jada Jackson
of room and board.
“Posse is a college access
and youth leadership development program that identifies,
recruits and selects student
leaders from public high
schools and sends them in
groups called Posses to some
of the top colleges and universities in the country,” the Posse
website explains. “A Posse is
a multicultural team made
up of 10 students. It acts as a
support system to ensure that
Senior Nefertia Jones
each Posse Scholar succeeds
and graduates from college. Posse Scholars receive four-year,
full-tuition leadership scholarships from Posse partner colleges
and universities.”
In 2015, Posse received more than 17,000 nominations for
720 scholarship slots.

Posse has a tough process

T

he school programmer
has coordinated a series
of events later this month in
an effort to improve awareness
of course and program options
available to students for the
2016-17 school year.
Programmer Bethany
Kaufmann, with assistance from
curriculum coordinator Gerald Moore and member of the
Counseling Department, has
planned to hold programming
assemblies and elective fairs in
late January to help students
learn about options for each
available class and understand
the requirements and expectations for entering any of the
academic tracks that the school
offers.
On Wednesday, January
20 and Thursday, January 21,
programming assemblies and
election fairs are expected to
be held for rising juniors (700
divisions) and rising seniors (800
divisions).

A “Programming Awareness
Day,” to be held on Friday, January 22, will be a day-long event
for teachers and staff to take a
few minutes at the beginning of
every 7th grade through 11th
grade class to discuss options
and course offerings in that class’
specific department, according
to a handout distributed at an
informational meeting for staff
held last month.
In order to inform students
fully about what courses and programs are being offered, “MPHS
Passports” will be distributed on
that Friday during first period.
Students are expected to use these
booklets to help them prepare for
the course selection process for
next school year by learning about
the options and expectations for
each class and to indicate their
personal preferences.
The passports will include
directions for programming, a
letter from the principal, and a
course selection form.

ELECTIVE
INFO FOR
STUDENTS

Continued from page 1

WINNERS

perfect
attendance

Please turn to page 5 for

SCIENCE FAIR WINNERS

Jones was nominated by counselor Ellen Bedore, but that
was just the first part of the challenging process that included
three interviews.
“The first interview consisted of 100 students,” she wrote

Please turn to page 4 for POSSE

Students are also urged to
“program up,” or select “rigorous
and challenging” courses, according to the staff handout.
Then, from February 16
through March 18, counselors
will have individual sessions with
rising juniors and seniors to help
finalize decisions.
For those interested in
learning more about each course
being offered, a curriculum guide
is available in the library.
Once programming has
been completed, course selection
verification forms will be distributed at the Report Card Pick Up
event on Tuesday, April 12. It
is anticipated that teachers will
receive their tentative schedules
on Wednesday, June 1.
Earlier last month an elec-

Freshman Serena Echols stands alongside her No. 1 ranked science fair project, “Healthier Heavy Fruit.”
March 20, 2016.
The 66th annual CPS Student Science Fair will take place
on March 17-20 at the Museum
of Science and Industry. This
year’s theme is “Uniting Science,
Technology, Engineering and

Mathematics Through Education
and Innovation.”
To participate, students must
design an experiment to investigate a question or problem, or
design or develop a new model,
computer program, mathematical

proof, and so forth.
There are 16 different
categories that students may develop a project: aerospace science
(including astronomy), behavioral science, biochemistry, botany,
chemistry, computer science,
earth science, electronics, engineering, environmental science,
health science, materials science
(consumer science), mathematics,
microbiology (including molecular biology), physics, and zoology.
Last year’s CPS science
fair winning projects were “Go
Green, Go Friendly, Go Biodiesel” (Environmental Science),
“Hwo Do Contaminants Affect
Lung Surfactants?” (Chemistry),
“Role of miR-143 in Intestinal
ApcMin/+Mice” (Microbiology), and “Apolptotic Mechanism
of Ag & Br on PC12 & HeLa”
(Microchemistry).

ILLINOIS SCHOLARS
Continued from page 1

Attendance Incentive winners for November: (from left)
Zakiya Nickson (7th grade) Joaquin Ramirez (8th grade),
Marquis Ezell (9th grade), Daija Rice (11th grade), and
Timothy Mason (12th grade). Not pictured: Jabrea Israel
(10th grade).

S

tudents with perfect
attendance and no
tardies or unexcused absences
between October 16 and
November 16 had their names

placed in a drawing. One
student from each grade level
was randomly picked to win
an attendance incentive: a
Morgan Park T-shirt.

Locally, Gwendolyn Brooks
College Prep had 14, the Chicago High School for Agricultural Sciences had nine Illinois
Scholars, Percy L. Julian High
School had one, Simeon Career
Academy had three, while Hyde
Park Career Academy had none.
In contrast, the No.
1-ranked school in the state (and
No. 15 nationwide, according to
U.S. News and World Report in
May), Northside College Preparatory has 143 state scholars.

In 2015, 12 Mustangs made
the cut, 11 in 2014, 14 in 2013,
11 in 2012, 15 in 2011, 14 in
2010, and 25 in 2009.
Congratulatory letters from
ISAC have been sent to honorees, and the agency has provided
personalized Certificates of
Achievement to each high school
for distribution, according to the
organization’s press release.
An Illinois State Scholar is
decided by the Illinois Student
Assistance Commission (ISAC)

based on their sixth semester
class rank and ACT scores from
their junior year. The ISAC
receives the ACT scores directly
and schools send their class ranks
to ISAC.
The final decision on who
is a scholar is determined in
early December. The Illinois
Student Assistance Commission
(ISAC) recognized nearly 19,000
students from 652 different high
schools from across the state as
2015-16 Illinois State Scholars.
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ELECTIVE INFO FOR STUDENTS
Continued from page 3
tive survey Google Form was
posted on the school website to
sample student interest in a wide
variety of existing and proposed
course selections. Some new class
ideas include Advertising Communication (to build skills related to business and marketing),
Ceramics (to explore sculptural
and functional forms in clay),
Digital Imaging (to learn various
methods of producing and manipulating images using technology), Adventure Education
(to engage in adventure-based
learning activities such as hiking,
camping, and riding), Gaming
(to employ concepts of science
and technology to synthesize
computer games), among others.
Students will need to
consider the rigorous academic
programs offered, as well, including the International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme
(IBDP), the IB Career-Related

Programme (IBCP), the World
Language and International
Studies Programme (WLIS), and
Advanced Placement courses.
There is also interest growing
in the relatively new dual enrollment and dual credit courses. Students are enrolled in college-level
courses at the city colleges for
free while attending in the high
school by MP teachers. These
juniors and seniors are required to
be college-ready as demonstrated
by performance on the ACT or
COMPASS placement test.
There is also dual enrollment offered at St. Xavier
University, where students
enroll in entry-level courses
that are typically mandatory at
most colleges and universities;
students have a shorter day at
MP for three days a week when
they have to travel to SXU, near
103rd and Pulaski Road, to attend the college class.

A screenshot of the existing and proposed electives from the English and Social Science departments that were offered to students on an Elective Survey posted on a Google Form. The survey
was posted on the school website until December 4.

POSSE WINNERS
Continued from page 3
in an email. “The second interview, we had to choose the top
five specific partner schools we
would like to attend and why we
would like to attend them. The
last and final interview was with
one of the selected schools out
of the top five that we chose that
accepted certain application then
you get to meet with admission
officers of that school and the
Posse staff along with 20 other
students in the room where only
ten students were selected.”
Candidates must rise above
the rest to be considered, according to Jones.
“This scholarship was very
difficult because it’s a leadership based scholarship, and
everybody who applied was very
talented and intelligent,” she
wrote. “Therefore, they chose the

students that they felt stood out
the most.”
Chicago Posse partnership
schools are Agnes Scott College,
Connecticut College, Cornell
University, Denison University,
DePauw University, Middlebury
College, Oberlin College, Pomona College, St. Olaf College,
Trinity College, University of
Michigan, and the University of
Wisconsin-Madison.
Jackson has committed to attending Oberlin, while Jones is attending the University of Michigan.
Math teacher Sara Harton
offered strong words of praise
for Jones, saying she is “one of
the hardest working and most
dedicated students with which
she has ever worked.”
“[Nefertia] with a quiet
strength, has overcome every ob-

stacle placed before her,” Harton
wrote in an email message. “Never daunted and never giving up
but persevering and staying the
course, she is always reaching for
excellence. Nefertia never misses
an opportunity to expand her
horizons. Nefertia is selfless and
giving. She has over 1000 service
learning hours, helping causes
such as homelessness, Alzheimers’ disease, Youth Literacy and
Education, and forest restoration
work. Nefertia is amazing and
truly deserving of all the recognition and accolades.”
Jackson, who plans to major
in economics and minor in music
composition, was nominated by
her counselor, Ellen Bedore.
The senior, who plans to
eventually work in international
business, said she was very emo-

Christmas spirit week
winners announced
The door decorating
contest was won by students of English teacher
Allison Thomas (Room
301, shown at left). The
teacher and students
who helped design and
decorate the door will
receive gift cards to a restaurant. Ugly sweater winners were Major Michael
Striverson and sophomore
Aubrielle McCauley; both
will receive $10 Starbucks
gift cards. The Christmas
spirit week events were
sponsored by librarian
Kandice Morgan. (Photo
by Trevon Rogers)

tional when she learned that she
had won.
“When they finally called to
say that I won, I started crying
and telling my interviewers ‘thank
you’ over and over again,” Jackson
wrote in an email message.
The future Oberlin Yeowoman offered advice to those
who submit to the series of
interviews that the Posse process
requires.
“I hate to sound cliché, but
the best advice I can give is to be
yourself,” Jackson wrote. “Don’t
act fake because interviewers will
see right through that.”
The soon-to-be U of M
Wolverine offered some direction
for underclassman interested in
applying for the scholarship.
“I would advise them to
excel in more areas than academics,” wrote Jones, who wants to
eventually become a neurosurgeon. “For me, I did multiple
community service projects in my
community, and also participated
in clubs. Scholarships like this
one wants to see people who are
active not only inside their school,
but their community also!”

The Posse process

Each fall, students are
nominated by high schools and
community-based organizations
for their leadership and academic
potential.
According to the Posse
Foundation website, the organization “identifies public high
school students with extraordinary academic and leadership
potential who may be overlooked
by traditional college selection
processes.”
There are a series of interviews that narrows down the
number of winning candidates.
The first round of elimination was based on the candidates’

leadership skills, personality,
and how well they interacted
with others. During the second
interview, they were allowed to
talk to Posse recruiters one-onone about academics, life, their
perception of college, and fears of
college.”
Finally, during the last interview candidates were given their
last chance to make a lasting
impression and interact with representatives from the university.
For those who want to learn
more about the scholarship, go to
www.possefoundation.org.

Coca-Cola scholarship
semifinalist

Jones has also been selected
as a semifinalist for the CocaCola Scholars Program. This
nationally recognized scholarship
supports young leaders by providing $20,000 scholarships to 150
high school seniors nationwide.
Of the only 13 Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) students
represented on the list of 78
semifinalists in Illinois, Jones is
one of four from a CPS neighborhood enrollment school; the
others attend selective-enrollment magnet schools.
The achievement-based
scholarship, based upon completion of an online application
which ended October 31, requires
those interested to have a 3.0
GPA, school and community activities, and employment, but no
essays or additional materials.
“Coca-Cola Scholars are
well-rounded, bright students
who not only excel academically,
but are also actively involved in
their school,” the website’s FAQs
page states. “These leaders are
passionate, service-oriented, and
demonstrate a sustained commitment to bettering their community.”
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Male organization hosts kickoff brunch
By Deshonda May
and Aaron Parker

T

Above: BAM student
members enjoy the
catered brunch buffet
provided by BAM in
the Social Room last
month. Right: Guests
at the BAM luncheon:
(from left) Dean Rhonda Nocentelli, BAM supervisor Derrick
Fleming, Phenom (motivational speaker), and DJ Just.One.

he new all-boys organization kicked their first
session into high gear with their
first annual get-together last
month in the social room.
“The BAM kickoff went very
well,” said Youth Guidance’s Becoming a Man (BAM) program
coordinator Michael Anderson,
referring to the December 2
party. “The purpose of the BAM
kickoff was to introduce the
students who were and weren’t
accepted into the program; we
just wanted them to be a part of
this experience.”
It was a welcome event,
according to senior Emmanuel
Mosley.
“The kickoff was decent,” he
said. “We got a chance to learn
about the purpose of the BAM
program and I saw a lot of the
members were my friends and we

got to chill and eat good food.”
The boys were treated to a
variety of breakfast selections
and a guest speaker who goes
by the name “Phenom” who is a
motivational speaker/poet, plus
there was a deejay named “DJ
Just.One.”
“What’s great is Phenom
hung out the boys waaaaay after
the meal portion was over and just
talked to the guys who were looking to do music and rapping when
they get older,” Anderson said,
“and he also was critiquing one
of their rhymes and giving them
ideas. It was good having him, and
it was a form of entertainment to
keep the students engaged.”
Having a guest speaker that
students could relate to increased
the appeal of the kickoff party.
“Phenom was super cool,
he was rapping with some of the
guys and advice on how to put
a nice rap together and talking
about his experiences growing

in Chicago,” BAM member and
senior Chester Shipp said.
The all-male affair in the
crowded Social Room appeared
to be a very coordinated event,
according to dean Rhonda Nocentelli who was in attendance.
“I thought it was a nice turn
out,” she said. “It was a very wellorganized brunch, and the boys
were excited. Mr. Anderson was
very supportive; I believe this is
going to be a very great program
for Morgan Park students, and I
think they’re going to enjoy it.”
It’s pretty safe to say that the
BAM has made a very good first
impression to the students, staff
and administrators.
“I’m thankful for the support
that I got from the staff of Morgan Park for helping me with
this kickoff and making me feel
welcomed, as well,” Anderson
said. “I’m proud to be a Mustang, I’m holding MP down and
they’re doing the same for me.”

Service learning leads to helping homeless
By Katrick Duo
and Thalame Byrd

S

Student volunteers prepare to put fresh sheets on beds as part of a service learning project at
the Pacific Garden Mission, a Chicago homeless shelter. (Photo by Briaizha Steele)

tudents volunteered at
a homeless shelter last
month, as part of a project where
they earned service learning
hours, but also learned a bit more
about the hardships endured by
those in need.
As part of an effort to
provide service learning opportunities for students, teacher Dr.
Deborah Hawes coordinated a
series of visits to the Pacific Garden Mission (1458 S. Canal St.
in Chicago), a Chicago homeless
shelter. The students who participated volunteered to serve meals,
and donate new toys, clean used

clothing, and canned goods.
Just before schools closed for
the winter holiday, participants
helped bring toys that were collected at the school for needy children.
“What Morgan Park students did was participate in four
simultaneous drives for new toys
because there were kids there,’’
Hawes said. “We met some of
the babies our kids interacted
with the parents and the mothers, but really small kids the
youngest one there was almost 5
months old.’’

Please turn to page 7 for

VOLUNTEERING
PAYS OFF

Bands perform in annual holiday show

Above: Band director and music teacher Shemeka Nash guides the concert band during December’s holiday band concert in Blackwelder Hall. Right: Senior
Jainelle Withers plays a solo to “The Five Note Blues” during the show. “The concert was fine, but I would like more faulty to see our students play,” Nash
said. “I know band isn’t as popular as sports; however, our band students appreciate support just as much as the athletes. During my time here, we have had
good players and it is a shame that more faculty never took the time to show them support.” (Photo by Dominique Jones)
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Tough consequences levied for poor attendance
By Amber McKnight
and Kaylee Scholp

S

chool officials are further
encouraging students to
get to class on time by starting a new policy in an effort to
improve attendance overall.
The consequences of students
arriving to class late went into
full effect in the beginning of
December to try and get them to
decrease poor attendance habits.
“This came about because
there were a lot of students in
the hallway and that is not the
climate or the culture that we
want to have here at Morgan
Park,” Assistant Principal Ro-

chelle Bryant said. “The expectation is for students to be in class
and to have some urgency about
them going to class because instruction is extremely important
here, and so we want to assist
students in making it to class on
time.”
Before, the school tried to
give some students wiggle room
with their tardies. By first giving
small, different consequences
such as phone calls home and
lunch detentions for tardies then
giving incentives for those who
weren’t late or had many absences. Now with the attendance rate
going down by at least 5 percent,
they are instituting stronger

measures.
Security guard Dennis Allen
explained some change he’s seen
throughout the halls hoping that
they will continue.
“Hallways are getting better,
they’re getting clearer, students
are getting to class faster,” he said.
Even though the the number
of kids out the hallways are improving, the process is still hectic.
“If you are late for class, you
are in the hall sweep, and if you
got lunch, you stay in a room
and have your lunch,” Allen said.
“[Room] 315 is considered the
hall sweep room. If it’s your lunch,
you stay here and they bring you
your lunch from the lunchroom.

And then, if you got class, they
give you a slip, a detention slip,
and you go to your class.”
Not surprisingly, students
have been unhappy with the random sweeps since the first day.
“I feel that there are more
important things Morgan Park
should be worried about [than]
running after us in the hallway
to hand out a detention,” junior
Alyssa Cheeks said. “Teachers are
late all the time, especially in the
morning. Do they get punished?
I think not. I believe they should
at least give us a five minute
grace period. MP just [has their]
priorities messed up.”
As bad as getting a Saturday

detention, the students are more
upset with having to serve it and
what their limitations are when
they are there.
“Saturday detention does
nothing but waste two hours of
my day on Saturday,” freshman
Kyree Green said. “[We can
only] read and draw. We can’t get
caught talking on our phones. If
we do we get our phones taken
and probably [get] suspended.”
Even though students don’t
like the idea, teachers have
witnessed a change in some

Please turn to page 7 for

POLICY ‘HERE
TO STAY’

LAST CHANCE FOR PROM
Continued from page 1
ments and the consequences for
failing to abide by the tardy and
cut limits during class meetings
held late last school year and this
past fall, many have apparently
ignored the various warnings.
Some, including senior Deshonda May who has collected
16 tardies since the beginning of
the year, said that the attendance
consequences are unfair.
“Although [administrators]
warned us at the beginning of
the year, they still have to consider our life outside of school,”
she said, “[stuff ] happens, everybody has different situations and
sometimes those situations can
cause us to be late. Prom is something that is earned, I have good
grades, so I believe I shouldn’t get
penalized for being tardy.”
Another senior implied that
she understood that some form of
discipline should be levied, but that
the current penalty is far too severe.
“I feel as if the administration
is bogus because our attendance
should [only] affect minor extracurricular activities, not major senior events,” senior Nija Norwood
said. “And with this zero tardy,
zero absence-thing they have
going on to earn our prom back is
impossible—that is an entire six
months, they must be crazy.”

Last chance offered

In fact, although the attendance policy mandates that
any senior who incurs more than
10 infractions during a single
semester cannot attend the two
senior events, Bryant announced
during the meeting that a “second chance” will be offered.
“If [seniors with poor attendance first semester] wanted to
attend [prom or the luncheon],
they had specific stimulations,”
she said, “and so they need to be
here and not tardy to class and
they couldn’t have any disciplinary actions against them.”
These seniors are now faced
with a zero tolerance policy: If
they broke the rule first semester,
they are now given a last chance by
having zero tardies and/or cuts the

remainder of the school year—essentially perfect attendance.
But this is a “second chance,”
according to the assistant principal.
“[Seniors] were notified
when I was here,” Bryant said,
“and if by chance in June they
were notified, that would be
that second time that they were
notified. So first in June, second
when I was here and I had that
senior meeting, and now this
is the third time that they have
been notified.”
Not surprisingly, some
students claim having perfect
attendance is impossible.
“I understand we burned our
bridges, but they just can’t expect
us to go cold turkey,” May said.
But Bryant responded to
such complaints by noting that
the administration didn’t have to
provide this final offer after giving multiple warnings.
“[Administrators] told them
in June, they told them in September, and now the attendance
is at 88 percent,” she said. “Zero
tolerance means nothing, right?
You don’t get anything, three
strikes you’re out, right?”
If students really want to
go to prom, they have to make a
personal decision and commit to
it, Bryant suggested.
“That’s a choice,” she said,
in reference to being on time.
“Remember, I am for growth and
learning from mistakes. Make
the right choice.”
Some students have said
that one reason that they are
tardy, particularly for first period
(which features the highest
number of tardies for the day),
is due to the security process in
entering the school.
“The lines to get in the school
are way too long,” Norwood said.
“[Security] asks for the students
to do the most just to get inside
the school, knowing we have a
certain time to get to class.”
Soon after seniors learned
of their fate at the assembly, they
apparently notified their parents
who then visited the administrators later that day and on Friday

Those who neglect to maintain their good attendance, or those who failed to do so through the
first 15 weeks of school and now cannot have any tardies or cuts the rest of the school year,
won’t be able to attend the June prom, like these seniors did last year. (Source: EMPEHI News
archive)
to voice their concerns.
“Some parents just wanted
to know their child’s attendance,
[but] I had one parent very
concerned because there were
inconsistencies in the student’s
attendance where they had cuts
in addition to the excused absences,” Bryant said.

Attendance important
for school rating

Being in school and in class
for instruction is critical to the
school, as the administrator has
said having a school-wide 95
percent attendance rate is the
goal. Attendance is one of a
series of metrics Chicago public
schools are judged by under the
annual School Quality Rating
Policy (SQRP).
The school quality rating is
used to determine a school’s accountability status, according to
the School Quality Rating Policy
Handbook. “In general, schools
receiving a Level 1+, Level 1,
or Level 2+ rating are in Good
Standing status, schools receiving
a Level 2 rating are in Remediation (aka “Provisional Support”)
status, and schools receiving a
Level 3 rating are in Probation

(aka “Intensive Support”) status.”
Morgan Park High School’s
current 2015 rating is a Level
2+, thanks partially to a strong
attendance rate. According to the
report, MP had a 95.4 percent
attendance rate, earning 4 out of
5 points in that metric. This score
appears to have contributed to
getting MP up from a Level 2
rating the previous year.
But putting so much focus
on attendance at MP is something senior Jacob Bonds said
makes him rethink his choice to
be a Mustang.
“I lived near Morgan Park
as a freshman, but I moved [near
Whitney Young Magnet High
School],” he said. “I decided to
stay because of what I’ve done
here, but if attendance is this
serious, I’d rather transfer.”
In reviewing attendance
overall, Bryant wants to see all
absences reduced.
“My concern is not only
excused absences, cuts, but also
limiting the excused absences,”
she said. “I know that there are
circumstances some students go
into the hospital, some people
have a death in the family—I totally understand that—my con-

cerns are students who are not
being proactive when it comes
to their education and they are
coming to school late because
they woke up late or because of
whatever other reason. I need
them to really think about the
choices that they make, because I
want them to make good choices
when they leave us. And that’s
my whole goal, to really have
them make good choices.”
Being in school and in class
only makes sense for students in
both the short-term and longterm, Bryant said.
“Research shows that if
students are—if they have high
attendance—then their GPA will
be high, again, because they are
there for instruction, and if they
are there for instruction on a daily
basis, they will do well in college…and persist in college. Our
goal is not only to graduate our
students, but also have them go
to college and then stay in college
and then find a career that will
sustain them where they can be
productive members of society
and be able to take care of themselves and their families. Information is power, and we just have to
have kids understand that.”
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Despite measures, lunch food fails, say students
By Elexus Barrett

N

o such thing as a free
lunch?
Well, students have one now, but
the payoff is that many say the
lunch provided via a federal law
and the relatively-new Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) food vendor is not worth eating.
The Healthy, Hunger-Free
Kids Act (HHFKA) was championed by First Lady Michelle
Obama back in 2010. The HHFKA set new nutrition standards
for school meals plus expanded
access to taxpayer-funded
breakfast and lunch to millions
of students, including those in
Chicago public schools.
But it apparently hasn’t paid

the dividends that were hoped
for, considering that Mrs. Obama
proclaimed once the law was
passed: “This bill is about giving
our kids the healthy future they
deserve.”
Although the HHFKA was
to be voted on for reauthorization in September, it was delayed.
The Senate Agriculture Committee is expected to make it a
priority for January 2016.
However, many say they find
the new, healthier meals unappetizing.
“Some of the new regulations are too much, too fast, and
are driving students away from
healthy school meals,” said Diane
Pratt-Heavner, a spokeswoman
for the nonprofit School Nutri-

tion Association.
Although the legislation appears to have had good intentions,
the inspiration failed to make it to
the lunch tray, according to many
Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
students.
“The food that is being
served here is disgusting and
when I think back to Michelle
Obama’s new healthy menu for
students, it makes me realize that
her plan caused a lot of the food

that is distributed during lunch is
going to waste,” senior Shontrell
Ganier said.
The new healthy food options
appears unappetizing at another
high schools in CPS.
“I think it’s all a fail because
the food just gets wasted, and
no one enjoys it and our little
portioned meals we receive are
causing obesity,” said Breyjon
Davis, a sophomore of Gwendolyn Brooks College Preparatory

Academy. “Overall, our school
lunch is terrible. We have good
days we’re they serve things
we enjoy but, as a majority it’s
mostly not good and we don’t
have a variety to choose from.”
It can almost be safe to say
that many students aren’t happy
with the lunches being served.

Please turn to page 10 for

LUNCHES
LACKING

Cafeteria meals that are often served (above) appear not nearly
as appetizing as the CPS/Aramark online menu (right) indicates
is offered. (Photo by Sarah Bacon)

POLICY HERE TO STAY
Continued from page 6
students’ speed and attitude,
giving some teachers faith that
it is working.
“I stand in the hall and
students will be like ‘Are
they doing it now?’ and they
try to run to class,” math
teacher Lauren Phillips said,
“so I think it’s not gonna be
a miracle worker overnight;
kids are still gonna be tardy,
but it definitely has improved
the movement of the halls to
make sure they are moving
to class and not just standing there so they at least have
a consequence if they aren’t
moving.”
But with a brand new
rule for seniors, in addition to
the policy, their attitude could
revert to being against the
plan. Toward the middle of
December, it was announced
in a meeting to seniors with
excessive tardies and absences
that their prom and luncheon
would be revoked if late again,
absent again, or have any disciplinary actions against them
within the next six months.
Many different opinions
have circulated since the finding out about the rules.
“I feel it’s unfair for a
lot of seniors to get something like that taken away
when [it’s] barely about to
only be second semester,”
senior Kamari Moore said.
“Last year, second semester tardies and everything

counted only, not now. They
don’t realize that it’s impossible for people to not be
absent or tardy until June,
it’s not fair to me. MP has
never changed too many
things, and this is beyond
too far. They should’ve kept
things the same. They’re basically telling us ‘or else’ We
could be sick, family could
pass, anything—and they
don’t understand that.”
On the contrary, the excuses for absences are understood, but the other reasons
students give are not, according to Bryant.
“I know that there are
circumstances some students
go into the hospital, some
people have death in the
family, I totally understand
that,” she said. “My concerns
are students that are not being
proactive when it comes to
their education and they are
coming to school late because
they woke up late or because
of whatever other reason. I
need them to really think
about the choices that they
make because I want them to
make good choices when they
leave us. And that’s my whole
goal, is to really have them
make good choices.”
In hopes of everything
going back to normal, there is
going to be a rude awakening.
“It’s here to stay, it is here
to stay,” Bryant said.

VOLUNTEERING PAYS OFF
Continued from page 5
The biggest problem for
students every year is earning the mandatory 40 hours
of service learning hours, or a
mere 10 hours per school year.
One student took advantage of a scholarship opportunity and ran with it.
‘’I spoke with Dr. Hawes
my freshman year about how
many hours I needed to graduate,” senior student Camry
Sanders said.’ “She really told
me everything I needed to
know. It was not hard for me
to get all of my hours because
I completed 10 every year. I
[now] have 350 total hours.’’
Should students consider
earning more than the minimum number of hours?
“I would, and I think other
students should because you can
use your scholarship money to
pay for your school tuition fee,”
Sanders said. “All I will need
to confirm the scholarship is a
letter of recommendation.’’
The next significant
program that Dr. Hawes
coordinates with students

Student sort through containers of clean bedding at the
Pacific Garden Mission. (Photo by Briaizha Steele)
is CIMBY, or Calumet Is My
Backyard. It is an environmental
science project which focuses
upon learning, applying, and
monitoring ecological practices,
which foster conservation and
restoration in natural forest preserve settings.
This back-to-nature project

is one in which senior Darrielle Whitaker recommends.
“I went to Calumet
In My Backyard to get my
hours,” she said in reference to
last year’s trip. “They took us
into the woods, we had to do
landscaping, we chopped up
wood.’’
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Students respond
to ‘real friends’ poll
Have you ever
felt betrayed by
a ‘real friend’?

A teacher
you should
know
By Jacob Bonds

N

By Jacob Bonds

I

f you ask, most say friends
are important, especially
“true” friends, and a recent poll
taken by EMPEHI News appears to reveal that.
Ninety-three Students
participated in a Google Forms
survey in December to see if
they’re a true friend or if they
have true friends.
According to the results,
83.9 percent say they are “Loyal
and Trustworthy,” while 11.8
admitted to being “Shifty, but
overall reliable.”
Despite so many claiming to
be loyal friends, a surprising 67.7
percent say that they have been
betrayed by a “real” friend. What
does that mean for us students?
Are we accumulating large num-

bers of “fake” friends?
“A real friend is someone
that you share a common bond
and trust with,” said Ryan Berba,
social science teacher. “You may
not see each other everyday, but
you are able to pick things up
where you last left off. A real
friend is also someone who you
share values and guides you
through life’s situations.”
According to a Teen Advice
column online, the best way to
ensure you have real friends and
to make sure you are being a real
friend are following these six
rules: be yourself, avoid gossip, defend your friends, protect
your friends from bad decisions,
be careful about boyfriends and
girlfriends, and return the favor.
Even as you read this,
you’re probably questioning

your friends. Don’t be too harsh,
though; we’re still teenagers.
However, even many adults find
themselves to be lucky to even
have real friends they can count
on their fingers.
“I think I’ve been lucky actually because I say I may have four
or five real friends,” said Alvin
James, social science teacher. “I
think I’m just blessed to have so
many. I know a lot of people who
don’t have that.”
Sometimes the littlest things
make a big difference in a friendship.
“The deal-breaker for me
was when my friend Jose and
I used to ditch school all the
time in junior high school,”

REAL FRIENDS?

Students protest Aramark

Some students have decided
to do more than simply complain
about the food choices, and their
actions have gained some traction
with the media and CPS.
Students at Theodore Roosevelt High School called for
a citywide boycott of the CPS
lunch program, via a website
created by the students in Roosevelt’s civics classes called “The
School Lunch Project; Culinary
Denial.”
That boycott, according to a
Chicago Tribune report, “led to
a meeting between students and
officials from CPS and Aramark,
the Philadelphia-based company providing school lunches.
Students were asked to audit the
lunch program for CPS for the
remainder of the month, and five
students were to be invited to
taste new dishes.”

Then, there appears to be
a genuine disconnect between
what CPS and Aramark says is
provided to schools versus what
is actually served, at least at
Morgan Park.
According to the daily menu
posted on CPS’ Nutrition Support Services webpage, the Aramark-run Morgan Park cafeteria
was to serve the following the
week before Christmas vacation:
“Beef Chili Mac” (Mon.),“Penne
Pasta with Choice of Tomato
Alfredo Sauce with Chicken,
Italian Cheese Sauce or Marinara Meat Sauce” (Tues.), Romaine
and Cheese Salad” and “Buffalo
Chicken Pizza” (Wed.), a “Nacho
Bar” featuring “Chili Con Carne,
Cheese Sauce or Chicken Taco
Topping” and “Sweet Potato
Fries” and “Steaming Broccoli”
(Thurs.), and “Sweet and Sour
Popcorn Chicken with Broccoli”
and “Brown Rice” (Fri.).
There was also supposed to
be a special promotional entree
of a “Pomodoro Burger.” A CPS
menu PDF announces that this

Please turn to page 11 for

SOMEONE YOU
SHOULD KNOW

BEFORE 1916
Continued from page 9

Continued from page 9
Aramark menu
versus reality

started off not caring about
my work until my parents
scolded me. Then I got back
on top of my work and still
had a great time.”
She later went on to
graduate from Southern
Illinois University at Carbondale, and has since earned
a master’s degree in library
science and a master’s degree
in school administration.
Before arriving at MP in
2003, Morgan’s first job out
of college in January 1997
was teaching kindergarten at
Parkside Elementary. That,
however, only lasted two
months; she then was hired at
Hendricks Elementary teaching first grade for four years,
then becoming a librarian at
Sexton Elementary.
She is the mother of one
daughter and two stepchildren
who she loves dearly.

Please turn to page 11 for

LUNCHES LACKING
“To me, the food is unhealthy because they don’t give
you any vegetables with your
meal, and they barely have fruit,”
said Normandy Walker, a senior
of Simeon Career Academy.

early everyone is destined to have a job,
whether it be car repairman or
businesswoman; however, being a librarian takes a special
sort of person.
One tremendous librarian, Kandice Lavizzo-Morgan, is MP’s library media
specialist, one of very few in
all Chicago Public Schools
(CPS) high schools. In fact,
according to a December
report by Chicago Teachers
Union, “7 percent (2 out of
28) of high schools with a
student population over 90
percent African American has
a library program staffed by a
certified librarian.”
Morgan was born on December 4th in Chicago. She is
a graduate of Kenwood High
School, Class of 1992, fellow
classmate to English teacher
Gerald Winston.
“My time at Kenwood
was great,” Morgan said. “I

Kandice Morgan

special burger is “a beef patty with
fresh roasted tomato topping and
parmesan cheese, on a bun!”
Unfortunately for student
patrons, none of these flavorfully
described meals didn’t make it
to the MP lunch line, according to any of the students we
spoke with. The main entree was
typically a chicken patty, which
Ganier said was unappetizing.
“Sometimes the chicken
patties aren’t white, they’re like
brownish pinkish and then they
serve it with some crusty, driedout baked french fries,” she said.
Then there is the difference
between what is served at CPS
schools that is quite different to
what is provided students in the
nearby suburbs, including Alan
B. Shepard High School in Palos
Heights.
“Each day we can get a precooked meal or a meal made by
the lunch staff,” said Timberlyn
Meeks of Alan B. Shepard High
School. “Even though they serve
baked chips, we have a separate
line where we can purchase
cheese sticks, ice cream, pretzels
and fries.”

lage of Blue Island, and many
people felt that Morgan Park
should just send its students
there. After several years of
debate, however, it was decided in 1902 that Morgan Park
would establish its own public
high school. The principal of
the grammar schools, John
H. Heil, was also appointed
principal of the high school.
Initially, space was rented
in one of the grammar schools,
the Western Avenue School
that stood at about 110th
St. and Western Ave., to use
as classrooms for the first
and second year high school
students. One or two teachers
were employed, and the school
started with 34 pupils. The
third and fourth year students
were sent to the Blue Island
school but within two years
the high school in Morgan
Park was expanded to include
all four years.
The village population
grew steadily, as did the enrollment in the high school, and
pretty soon the Western Avenue School was overcrowded.
In 1904, Morgan Park
began construction of its first

building dedicated solely to
a high school, the Arlington
Building or Arlington School,
next to the Western Avenue
School, on 110th Place, which
was then known as Arlington
Ave.
That building opened in
1906. Because of tax issues,
the Arlington School was
legally owned by the grammar
school, and the high school
rented the space. So actually,
the high school still did not
have its own building. Enrollment continued to increase
and by 1910, the Arlington
School was overcrowded.
That was the situation
when the topic of annexation
began to heat up. Annexation
was about Morgan Park giving
up its independence as a separate village and becoming part
of the city of Chicago.
Part 2 of “The Earliest
Days of MPHS” (February
issue of EMPEHI News) will
look at the impact of annexation on the founding of
the high school, and Part 3
(March 2016 issue) will look
at the building and opening of
the current school.
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Cop controversy leads to calls for mayor to resign
By Trenell Austin

S

ince the controversy
surrounding the police
shooting in the death of Laquan
McDonald, many Chicagoans
have called for big changes to be
made in the Chicago Police Department, one of which was for
the eventual firing of the CPD’s
superintendent. But there has
been a growing call for another
big name to step down: Mayor
Rahm Emanuel.
According to reports during
the week of Christmas, several
hundred protesters against police
killings of black men, including
McDonald, marched on North
Michigan Avenue, calling for
Mayor Emanuel to resign.
Then, a little over a week

ago, a Chicago police killed an
emotionally disturbed college
student in a domestic disturbance, plus “accidentally” killing a
55-year-old woman.
“Police frequently use lethal
force in Chicago, killing an average of 17 people a year over the
past seven years,” according to
an online report by CBCNews,
a Canadian news source. “More
than 70 percent of people shot by
police in Chicago from 2007 to
2014 were black.”
Emanuel is in the first year
of his second term as mayor,
winning with 55.7 percent of the
votes to challenger Jesus “Chuy”
Garcia’s 44.3 percent last spring.
After the difficult victory,
the mayor was widely reported
saying that he “…will be a better

mayor because of that. I will
carry your voices, your concerns
into…the mayor’s office.”
Emanuel has been dogged
by various controversies throughout his two terms, including a
2012 teachers strike, the closure
of 50-plus neighborhood schools,
a growing murder rate, a red light
camera scandal, and now the
police shootings, leading some to
say enough is enough and should
quit.
“Rahm should resign,”
school staff member Alan Brown
said. “He lost the trust of the
people in the city already. He’s
a crook; the only way he could
keep his position is if he can gain
the trust of the people back.”
Some speculate that the
mayor may be racially-motivated

SOMEONE YOU SHOULD KNOW
Continued from page 10
“I love my daughter, Kammy,” Morgan said. “She’s been
roaming this school’s hallways
since she was a kid. You see her
participating in all my clubs such
as Student Council and SIS—
she’s great.”
Morgan does a lot for the
school: She is, of course, the librarian, but also a post-secondary
teacher, Student Council advisor,
the advisor of Sassy Intellectual
Sisters (SIS), and, a few years ago,
she was a Senior Class sponsor.
“I know it’s a lot to do inside
the school,” she said, “but the
students really benefit from all
the things I do.”
Outside of Morgan Park,

she is a Girl Scout troop leader
for her daughter, a very active
member of her sorority, and also
an active member for her church.
“[The reason] I am able to
juggle all these things well is because of my family,” Morgan said.
“They’re very understanding and
helpful. Often times her husband
and daughter are seen at homecoming, which she organizes, and
her various activities, just lending
a helping hand.
Students have found a very
bright light in this staff member,
and have taken a great liking to her.
“Mrs. Morgan is great,” said
senior Lyric Knowles, the vice
president of Student Council.

“I really don’t know how she
balances all these activities and
still has her sanity. If it was me, I
would’ve gave up a lot of things a
long time ago.”
Morgan may be the sponsor,
but she also empowers her students and presidents of her clubs.
“Being president of one
of her clubs allows you to be
very close to her,” said Morgan
Quinn, president of SIS. “Even
though it may seem she may not
have the time, she will find the
time. She’s very understanding.
If you’re around her enough she
becomes sort of a second mom,
Mrs. Morgan does mean a lot
to me.”

REAL FRIENDS?
Continued from page 10
James said. “One time, I
ditched a whole week straight
and Jose popped up at my
door, scolding me for ditching.
He cared—that was the moment for me. “
Sometimes you discover
your real friends really young.
“I remember one time I was

stuck outside in the bitter cold
waiting for the bus, you could
literally see nothing but feel all
the chill,” senior Kemond Collins
said. “A friend came by, immediately saw how cold I was, and
took the 20 minute drive to my
house. We’ve been friends ever
since.”

Sometimes even following
all the rules and being a good
friend won’t change the situation.
“I’ve had friendships where
I’ve been everything someone
would need in a friend, and they
still never appreciated me,” senior
Jessica Barber said. “I suppose
that’s just life.”

in some of his debatable decisions, but Major Michael Striverson, the JROTC commander,
questions that.
“Some are starting to think
Emanuel is prejudiced because of
the way he handled the Laquan
shooting,” Striverson said. “I’ve
actually had the chance to meet
Emanuel. I’ve watched how he
worked with the JROTC cadets
and I didn’t see him doing anything that made him seem prejudiced. He was also Chief of Staff
for [President] Barack Obama
who is African-American.”
The mayor was also the guest
speaker at Morgan Park’s Class
of 2012 graduation ceremony at
the House of Hope.
That being said, the major
thinks that the second term

should be Emanuel’s last.
“I think he should finish his
term, [but] I feel in the next reelection there should be someone
to challenge him that would be
fair,” he said.
Brown agrees, saying that
even though Emanuel has won
two consecutive terms, he really
hasn’t performed very well.
“Emanuel isn’t doing his job
right and the Chicago population is starting to decline because
of people like Emanuel,” Brown
said, saying that this is one reason
people are leaving the city. “He
should just finish his term and
[not try for reelection] because
everybody sees him as a crook
and not a hero, and he hasn’t done
anything that impacted Chicago
in a positive way.”

Freshies review
high school: Year 1
By Aaliyah Gray

T

he Freshman Class
has attended MP for
just over 15 weeks now. Some
kids have had a good experience making friends, others
have drifted away, while there
has been drama, a larger class
workload, and participating
in sports. It’s been very different than elementary school
and it’s been a good change
for many.
“I like high school
because it’s big and you get
to do a lot activities,” ninth
grader Saria Murray said.
“It’s also preparing me for
college.”
Making the transition
from middle school to high
school can be exciting and
challenging. Most freshmen
will learn a lot about themselves their first year; it can
take students by surprise in
negative and positive ways,
including getting to class on
time and following new rules.
“At my old school, some

of the stuff I learned in my
8th grade year I’m learning
now,” freshman Avonte McKnight said. “At my old school,
I wasn’t learning anything but
basics, but now I’m learning at
a higher level. It feels good to
be with the big kids.”
Then there is the far
wider choice of classes offered
in high school, giving kids the
opportunity to learn about
more than just English, math,
science, and social studies.
“My favorite class is
JROTC because I connect
with other kids in the class
besides my other classes,”
McKnight said.
Many freshman say
the relationships with their
teachers matters. Having a
good relationship with them
matters is important because
they can you help you out in
so many ways.
“My favorite teacher so
far is my math teacher,” ninth
grader Zaire Vanderhorst
said. “She is and outstanding
teacher.”

With winter underway, it’s time to update your look
By Jarielle Walton

W

inter for most
teens is just typical boots, scarfs, hats, and
hoodies just to stay warm,
but here at Morgan Park
every season has fashion and
the trends are seasonal right
along with the weather, so
it’s expected to keep warm
but stay seasonally acquainted.
Winter fashions for these
teens is stringed from certain

fashion icons or stores for their
daily looks in this season.
“Pacsun, H&M, and
Forever 21 is what leads me to
the right attire for the winter,”
senior Jainelle Withers said.
“Certain colors clash with the
natural scenery; in fall and
winter you don’t wear bright
colors.”
Most teens don’t really care
what the season is, because it’s
you that make the clothes in and
out of season. Wear what you’re
comfortable with.

“I don’t think it’s necessary to change your appearance
seasonally,” senior Charles Berry
said. “It doesn’t really matter
when you’re being yourself, you
do what’chu want.”
“I go based off my mood
and the things fit for the season,”
senior Wilson Jordan said. “All
black everything, it’s natural to
me. You do what’chu want when
you poppin.’”
To others, you don’t have
to change your style just to
fit the season just pay atten-

tion to the colors, it’s easier to
grasp.
“Colors, I wear more
burgundy and olive from fall to
winter and bright colors from
spring to summer,” senior Taylor
Jackson said. “I don’t really
change up my style, I’m very
consistent.”
Taking on a role in fashion
starts with what you like, but it
grows as you see others such as
icons wear what you like and
you begin to take on their iconic
mindset and believe that if you’re

a true stylist that you change
with the season and current
trending. Over 16 million
teens watch the VMA’s or
BET Awards just to see
what’s new and trending.
“I love to look good,
ya know? So, I dress with
what’s current, and I tend
to browse my style from
my personal preference but
fashion tips from the best,”
Withers said. “Winter is one
of the most versatile seasons.”
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Some look forward to shedding regrets in ‘16
By Shontrell Ganier
and Amani Fashola

S

o long, 2015. Many are
happy to see a tough year
come to an end.
Social science teacher Alvin
James isn’t afraid to speak his
mind, stylistically speaking.
“I had a really bad haircut
this year,” James said. “What
happened was I was shaving
and I made a mistake in shaving
and I had to even it out there
and then I had to even it out on
the other side and I had to do
my sideburns and once I started
hacking away, I was going around
half bald for a while. I did save a
lot of time, though.”
Although James regrets it,
the haircut actually had some
benefit to it.
Math teacher Lauren Phil-

lips regrets not traveling enough
this past year.
“It’s more of an aspiration to
mobilize and culturalize myself,”
Phillips said. “I already have
something planned for 2016, so
it’s definitely something I’m trying to improve upon.”
While personal regrets are
tempting, some of these teachers
biggest regrets are in the classroom.
“I wish our math scores and
ACT scores would’ve been a little bit
higher,” Phillips said. “This is something we continue to work on.”
On the other hand, graduating seniors have had a lot on
their plate this past year. Senior
Kaila Boyd regrets choices made
in a former class.
“I regret not really putting
forth efforts in my trigonometry
class that I failed, even though I
made it up in summer school,”

Boyd said. “I could’ve put forth
more effort to try. I was really
distracted by my friends being in
that classroom, so being around
them didn’t really help me pass.”
Senior Elexis Barrett also
felt outside distractions would
have hindered her graduation.
“I just regret being nice to
people who are rude and mean,”
Barrett said. “They say treat others as they treat you, and that’s
just what I should’ve done.”
Senior Andre Johnson regrets money choices that could’ve
gone towards graduation fees.
“I regret buying some Jordan’s
that cost $220,” he said. “That was a
waste of money that I could’ve put
towards prom and graduation fees.”
Junior Vontrice Bobo reflected
on her commitment to sports.
“I didn’t give the best effort
on the volleyball team because we

lost a lot of games that I knew we
could’ve won,” she said. “This made
me see that volleyball is more than
a sport to me, it’s a lifestyle that I
want to bring into college.”
Hopefully, this new year will
bring a lot of improvements in
the lives of staff and students.
“I will focus more on myself
and getting myself together in
school work, instead of just being
around friends who distract me,”
Boyd said.
Phillips has a plan to keep
her students on track for the rest
of the school year.
“Early in 2016, we [will]
do weekly worksheets on ACT
math,” she said, “and we are
going to be doing an ACT prep
on Saturdays to help juniors get
prepared for taking the test.”
Bobo plans to maintain her
GPA for senior year.

“I want to keep my it at the
same level that it is if not improving it,” she said. “I also want to
be able to join National Honor
Society and get scholarships.”
Other people in the school,
like English teacher Yonakish
McGhee, didn’t have any regrets
from the past year.
“I don’t have any regrets,”
McGhee said. “I did everything I
intended to. I try to conduct myself with integrity, and I’m here to
serve the children.”
However, she admitted to
one area of improvement.
“I would like to work on trusting my students more to do their
work and move them more into
being self-sufficient,” McGhee said.
“I would also want to include having student lead lessons. I need to
trust my students to do work and
learn on their own.”

Fewer resolve to improve in new year
By Kacharra Johnson
and Nija Norwood

A

re New Year’s resolutions really a thing,
or just promises most people
can’t keep?
“It’s more so a tradition
that we as the people do, it’s
more of a cultural thing,” Major
Michael Striverson said. “In the
previous years, as well as this
year, I would like to eat healthier
and to get in better shape.”
According to The Real
Truth, an online religious
magazine, resolving to improve one’s self in the coming
new year has been around

approximately 4,000 years.
“Historians track the origin
of this custom to the ancient
Babylonians, who used the new
year to try to make amends for
their wrongdoings of the past
year,” a story on the website states.
“The New Year’s celebration
originated around 2000 B.C. in
Mesopotamia.”
Some people believe that
others shouldn’t wait until the
new year to be a better person.
“I feel as if I don’t have to
wait till New Year’s to make a
New Year’s resolution—I can
make a resolution right now,”
security officer Dennis Allen
said. “I don’t down people who

make them, but I don’t believe in
‘new year, new me.’ It’s not like
I’m getting a new life.”
Some people feel there is
no need to make such personal
promises, seeing as the same
thing you could do then is the
same thing you could do now.
“I’ve never been one to set a
New Year’s resolution, but people in
my family have done so,” assistant
football coach Christian Hopkins
said. “They’ve set goals such as
losing weight and to stop cussing,
[but] my family never kept their
resolutions; they’ll start for about
three days then they’ll fall off.”
That assumption appears
to be true. A mere 8 percent

of Americans are successful in
achieving their resolution, according to statisticbrain.com,
a data collection website. Also,
only 45 percent of Americans
usually bother to make resolutions each January.
Few seem to keep their new
year commitments, while many
seem to just say them because it
sounds good or maybe even to
follow a trend.
“Everything starts as a
concept first which means it’s
mental, so it’s good to pre-plan
your course of action,” head
football coach Terry Atkins said.
“So if you start the year off with
a plan, you have a road map for

success in the future.”
Resolutions are typically
all about wanting to become
a better you and putting
that desire into action. According to information on
the Statistic Brain website,
those who explicitly make
resolutions are 10 times
more likely to attain their
goals than people who don’t
explicitly make resolutions.
“I made a New Year’s resolution to be a better parent to
my son,” said Kadijah Battles,
a local Morgan Park homeowner. “I kept that promise,
and I think it’s because I really
put my mind to do it.”

Looking ahead to what may happen in 2016
By Shamia Charles

J

ust before the new year arrived, predictions were offered about what could come about
in 2016. From hopes of flying
shoes to more alternative-fueled
cars, students weighed in on what

they hope from the coming year.
2015 brought a lot of violence to the world and locally.
From the terror of ISIS to the
crime and violence happening right in Chicago. Over the
past few years, the violence in
Chicago has been a plague. From

January 1, 2015 to as recent as
December 27, 2015, there have
been 2,526 people who have
been shot and wounded, according to data website Heyjackass.
com, with 440 shot and killed.
Most students believe the violence won’t improve any time soon.

Fans admit to music’s impact
By Greg Howell
and Kameryn Kuntu

M

usic: Who doesn’t
listen to some form

of it?
It is a form of entertainment that is very important
to many people. Many will
readily admit that must has a
significant influence on them.
“Music has had a great
impact on my life for a long
time now, and I am really passionate about it,” said senior

Jainelle Withers, the marching
band drum major. “It has also
helped me get into school. I listen
to music the most when I am
doing work it really keeps me on
task and motivated.”
Some say that who and what
they listen to can affect their attitude.
“[I listen to] Young
Thug,Chief Keef, and Future all
the time, but the times that it
motivates me the most is before a
big game,” athlete Kendell Joiner
said. “It really pumps me up
before I go out there. It’s as if it

is your personal hype man, it
gets you going.”
Another football player
said what he listens to can
level out his mood on any
given day.
“Music gets me throughout my day, and it keeps me
calm and keeps me in my
zone,” senior Xavier Taylor said. “It’s like a positive
distraction if that makes sense.
It can switch my mood for
example when I am down it
can lighten up my day.”

“I feel that the violence in
Chicago will only get worse
because of the way children in
the black neighborhoods are being raised,” senior Whitney Jarvis
said. “Nowadays, some children
have to do for themselves in
order to survive which means
stealing, selling drugs, and doing
other things that are really only
going to make things worse.”
Another 2016 prediction is
justice for Laquan McDonald, a
17-year-old Chicago male who
was shot and killed by police officer Jason Van Dyke.
“The officer who shot Laquan
McDonald should face the most
severe punishment and life in jail
for the murder, or should I say
overkill, of Laquan McDonald,”
senior Elexus Barrett said.
After a police video was
released showing the incident,
police Superintendent Garry
McCarthy was fired, and protesters rallied for Mayor Rahm
Emanuel to do the same.
Politics have made for some
pretty exciting news in 2015. With

the 2016 presidential election
coming in November, students
voiced their opinion on who they
want and don’t want to be in office.
“I hope [Democratic candidate] Hillary Clinton wins for
president and I hope that [Republican candidate] Donald Trump
won’t become president,” Jarvis said.
Other students also hope
that “The Donald,” who is currently the GOP frontrunner,
won’t be elected for office.
“I hope Donald Trump
doesn’t because he shouldn’t exclude people trying to come into
the country just because of what
race they are,” said sophomore
Kyuana Smith, referring to his
October comment that he would
send home all Syrian refugees
the U.S. accepts, if he becomes
president.
Barrett is worried due to a
perceived racial bias Trump appears to have, she suggested.
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“I honestly don’t know who
to hope for to be in office, the senior said. “I know for sure that I
don’t want Donald Trump to win
because, as a minority, I know
nothing good will come from his
presidency for people like me.”
Musically speaking, students
discussed who they hope to see
nominated for the next Grammy
season.
“I hope Ariana Grande
receives a grammy nomination
because she is a really talented
artist,” Smith said.
Other students believe
artists like Drake deserve to be
nominated, according to Jarvis.
Drake has brought a lot of
trends into 2015, from parodies
of his “Hotline Bling” video, to
memes about his feud with rapper Meek Mill.
Pop culture often sees things
come and go, including slang.
“I hope the terms ‘thirsty’ and
‘ugly’ get left in 2015 so people can
see true beauty and reality within
things,” Barrett said.
Others hope for “roasting” to
be left behind.
“I hope ‘lit,’ wearing leggings
as pants, and roasting will end in
2016,” Smith said.
Another trend that Jarvis
hopes will end is a particularly
popular hairstyle.
“The 2015 trend I hope dies
in 2016 is the ‘thot cut’ that all
the males have been wearing,”
I’m tired of looking at it and it’s
not for everyone,” she said.
In the popular 1980s
movie Back to the Future, it was
predicted by 2015, the Chicago
Cubs would win the World Series (close, but no cigar) and the
world would have skateboardlike hoverboards. In reality, the
closest thing we got to hoverboards, were Nex-Boards, which,
sadly, don’t actually hover.
Barrett hopes that more
electric cars will be driven in an
effort to help the environment.
“I hope that gas-less cars
become [more] realistic in the
future in hopes to stop global
warming,” she said.
Other predictions may be a
little tougher to come true.
“Something futuristic I hope
will come true in 2016 is teleportation,” Jarvis said.

january

2 0 1 6

‘15

• A cold snap-blizzard combo knocks out area schools for three days. Officially, 19.3 inches fell at O’Hare
Airport, the 5th heaviest snowstorm on record. High schools and elementary schools were closed on
Wednesday, January 7 and Thursday, January 8 after the news predicted wind chill factors that were as
low as 27 degrees below zero.

february

‘15

• Mayor Rahm Emanuel on Tuesday, February 24, did not meet the 50 percent-plus-one threshold to
avoid a runoff in his bid for a second term for Chicago’s mayoral office, and so he was forced to face
Jesus “Chuy” Garcia, the second-highest vote-getter, on Tuesday, April 7; Emanuel won.

march

‘15

• The two-time defending Class 3A champion Mustangs’ season ended after dominating Rockford
Lutheran, 87-56, for the third place trophy after falling short of a third state championship. The Mustangs finished with an overall record of 23-7, a conference record of 8-1, and were ranked 8th in Illinois.

april

‘15

may

‘15

june

‘15

• Cellphone video reveals 25-year-old African American Freddie Gray being dragged into a police van,
while screaming in pain, during his arrest in Baltimore. Soon after Gray arrives at the police station, he
is rushed to the hospital and later dies. Police later admit that Gray should have received medical treatment at the site of his arrest. Rioting ensues, a state of emergency is declared by the governor.

• The Boston Marathon Bombing jury sentences Dzhokhar Tsarnaev to death during the second phase,
the penalty phase, of his federal death penalty trial.

• Rachel Dolezal, the former leader of the Spokane, Wash., NAACP chapter, gained nation attention in
when her parents announced she was born Caucasian, and had been deceiving people into thinking
she was African American since 2004. Dolezal later explained that she identified with the African American ethnicity, and stepped down from her leadership position at the NAACP on June 15.

july

‘15

• The Confederate flag is removed from the statehouse grounds during a ceremony, ending 54 years
of it being on display at the Capitol. Its removal comes after a highly emotional debate in South Carolina following the previous month’s mass shooting at a historic African American church in Charleston.
The flag will now be placed in a museum.

august

‘15

• In Ferguson, Missouri, gunfire is exchanged near protests being held on the first anniversary of Michael Brown’s death.
• Millionaire Subway spokesman Jared Fogle pleads guilty to one count of distribution and receipt of
child pornography and one of traveling to engage in illicit sexual conduct with a minor.

september

‘15

• During a press conference, the Speaker of the House, John Boehner, surprises many and announces
that he is stepping down. He also announces that he will retire from Congress on October 30, 2015.
• Pope Francis arrives in Washington D.C. to begin his first visit to the United States.

october

‘15

• U.S. officials announce that troops will be deployed on the ground in Syria to assist the rebel forces
fighting ISIS. This is the first time the U.S. has sent troops to advise and help in the fight against ISIS.

november

‘15

december

‘15

• Hundreds of protesters take to Chicago streets after dashboard-camera footage is released of 17-yearold Laquan McDonald being shot. The video is released on the same day that police officer Jason Van
Dyke is charged with first-degree murder.

• Fourteen people are killed and more than 20 wounded when two people open fire at a holiday party
at the Inland Regional Center, a service facility for people with disabilities and special needs in San
Bernardino, California. The terrorist suspects, husband and wife Syed Rizwan Farook and Tashfeen Malik, are killed in a shootout with police after the rampage.
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The Force appears strong with the latest Star Wars film
By Unique Boyd

T

he Star Wars movie
franchise may not be
everyone’s cup of tea, but apparently it is for countless millions,
based upon ticket sales since it
was released late last month.
Star Wars: The Force Awakens pulled in over $1 billion—yes,
a billion with a “b,” in a mere 12
days at the box office since its
opening on December 17, faster
than any other movie in history,
according to the Associated Press.
So, who went to see the
seventh sci-fi film, going all the
way back to the first Star Wars
released in 1977? According to
data from marketing firm Movio,
tickets were primarily purchased
by men between 18-49 with an
average age of 34.
One such person who fits in
that range is Star Wars fan and
teacher Alvin James, who, yes, went
to the show the very day it was released at AMC Ford City theaters.

“Actually, I went with my
wife,” James admitted, “and I was
literally surprised. It was a bunch
of old people like me. It was
old guys and their wives. There
weren’t a lot of younger people
there. And I didn’t dress up, even
though I kind of wanted to, but
no one else did either. It was a
family kind of atmosphere.”
Another fan of similar
demographics is English teacher
Gerald Winston, who, regrettably, hasn’t seen the movie (as of
Sunday, Dec. 27).
“I refused to go opening
weekend because most fans are
way more fanatical than me,” he
said in an email message. “They
honestly scare me. Then, my wife
had me watch episodes IV, V,
VI with my daughters before I
could take them to see it (which
took all week with all the family
obligations).”
Winston is truly a fanatic
fan, as he has followed the popular franchise with intensity.

“I LOVE everything Star
Wars (not so much Episodes I
and II),” he wrote. “I have tons of
Star Wars books (reference books
and novels from the Old Republic, history or the Sith, and stories
that followed Episode VI).”
The Force Awakens, which
has been wildly-anticipated ever
since Disney Corporation bought
the franchise from Lucasfilm
for $4 billion in 2012 and announced the Episode VII release
date, was just “okay,” according to
long-time fan James.
“I waited in line in New
York in 1977 to see the very first
one, so I’ve been a Star Wars fan
for long time and it was nice to
sorta see this movie,” he said,
“because some of the things in
this movie you see in the first
movie. But I think it’s really hard
to live up to a movie that’s been
hyped for so much. It’s a very
very good movie, but the hype
was so big.”
Overall, James believes the

Social sciences teacher and
admitted Star Wars fanatic
shows his Darth Vader love
on the day of Episode VII’s
premiere.
2015 version of Star Wars shows
strong nods to the original film
that really catapulted the space
cowboy-like genre.
“[The Force Awakens] was
intentionally made to sort of
mirror the first film,” he said.

“There was a lot of things similar
to the very first film that happened in this film, so from that
standpoint it’s probably one of
the better ones.”
Winston also likes the way
Disney didn’t simply ignore the
folklore of the series and other
traditions.
“I am so excited they added
the original cast members,” he
said. “That will go a long way with
helping bridge the ‘acceptance gap’
with the old time followers of the
movies. And old people love nostalgic moments. It helps us make
connections. And for the new
younger followers of the franchise,
that might make them want to
go back and watch all the original
stuff. It’s a win-win.”
But it might not be enough
for younger fans, according to
senior Tariq Harding.
“I was forced to watch the
[Star Wars] movies few years
back,” he said, “and literally, I was
bored to death.”

More concern grows with concussions and football
By Zahria Shelton
and Zyshon Roberts

F

ollowing an October 22
game between Bogan
High School and Chicago
Vocational High School held
at Stagg Stadium in Chicago,
Andre Smith, 17, died of
“blunt force head injuries due
to a football accident,” according to the Cook County

Medical Examiner’s Office, it
was reported.
It wasn’t that he died on
the field, as the Bogan senior hit
his head on the final play of the
game, walked off the field but
later collapsed.
“As anyone who has participated in athletics knows, there is
a risk of injury any time a player
steps on the field of play,” the
Illinois High School Association

Getting inked
continues
in popularity
By Andre Johnson

“I come from a humble
experience, and I really didn’t
ot ink?
have a lot of people in my life
According to a 2014
to inspire me or to see what
NBC News/Wall Street
I was doing about a lot of
Journal poll, just 21 percent of things that were inspiring,”
respondents said someone in
Hopkins said. “I looked at my
their household had a tattoo
body as a canvas, and that’s
in 1999. Today, that percenthow I inspired myself by lookage has doubled to 40 percent. ing at my body with tattoos.”
Tattoos are considered
One senior has a meanby many to be works of art
ing behind her tattoo.
of personal expression that
“The meaning behind my
remain on a person’s body for tattoo is my mother name,”
the rest of their life, and they
senior Aaliyah Gray said. “I got
can tell a story about why a
my mother’s name on my wrist
person got them.
because I love her, and she’s the
Tattoos tell a lot about
only person that’s there for me
a person and how they carry
and she’s the only person in my
themselves around accordlife and I figure I show her aping to football coach Chris
preciation by getting her name
Hopkins. People look at their
Please turn
body as a way to tell their
to page 15 for
story about their past or what
they go through now.
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said in a statement after Smith’s
death. “Football, in particular, has
been under the microscope over
the last decade, and organizations
at all levels of play, including
high school, have been taking
aggressive steps to try and reduce
injury over time.”
Football, considered by most
to be the most popular sport in
America, is routinely making the
news due to the often ignored
seriousness of concussions players
suffer at all levels of the game.
A concussion is a traumatic
brain injury that alters the way
your brain functions, according to
the Mayo Clinic website, which
adds, “every concussion injures
your brain to some extent.”
Most recently, on December
25, the movie Concussion was
released, dramatizing the work of
Dr. Bennet Omalu, the pathologist who a decade ago first linked
brain damage to the deaths of
NFL players.
The film dramatizes part of
the story related to former Chicago Bear Dave Duerson who
committed suicide by shooting
himself in the chest so that his
brain could be studied for the
presence of Chronic Traumatic
Encephelopathy, a progressive degenerative disease of the
brain caused by repetitive head
trauma.
Players know that injuries
are a high risk and should be
expected in this tough and physical sport.
“It all depends on how to
come forward and about it, you
don’t know when to expect to get
an injury or really get hurt,” former junior football player Andre
Johnson said.
Also, players say that they
have had concussions from playing the sport of football, but often

ignore the seriousness of them.
“Freshman year, I was playing for Dusable, and we played
Aurora Christian and they won
state three years in a row,” junior
running back John Phillips
said. “We played them and I
got game tackled, a defensive
lineman came and hit me. I fell
and got up, everything was just
flashing. everyone was asking
like ‘You good?’ I still wanted to
play, so I said, ‘Yeah, I’m good.’
It was over by the end of the
game, though.”
Concerns have been raised
on the safety of the sport, and
many people feel that football
should be banned in high school,
but student players think otherwise.
“There’s a pro [level] to it,
right? There’s an NFL, right?”
Phillips asked. “There’s a college
level, right? How would you find
your future athletes, your future
entertainers? It’s a sport, you
choose to play it, you know what
comes along with it.”
One of Morgan Park’s coach
was asked on his thoughts about
the young man who died who
went to Bogan High School
and his thoughts on the sport
football in general.
“He was one hell of a player,
outstanding, and very unfortunate how he died,” coach Christian Hopkins said. “Football is
not dangerous at all. It’s about
who teach you how to play football. If you are properly taught,
and technically taught how to
hit, how to receive a hit and how
to play, then no. People don’t understand that football is actually
the best sport to play, because it
takes a team to play ball.”
Football players have lots
of protective gear when they are
playing, such as padded helmets,

shoulder pads, mouth pieces,
and other safety items, so being
safe is really a matter of playing
smart, according to Hopkins.
“Back when I was playing, I was fortunate enough to
play six years in the NFL,” he
said. “Right before I got there,
they made these helmets called
revolutionary helmets, so pretty
much it was a concussion-based
helmet to protect from concussions, to keep the jaw from
rattling, and keep the skull
from moving—you know what
I mean—so football definitely
has the stuff to protect you. It’s
just how you play football and
how you are taught that causes
injuries.”
Mustangs have been fortunate not to have any serious
injuries impact the team.
“We haven’t had many,
because these guys take their
off-season hard and serious, and
I train them in the off-season,”
Hopkins said. “God has blessed
me to play at every level and
dominate every level, so I teach
them what I was taught. I give
them the guidance on how to
train their body, push their body
to be successfully ready for the
season.”
Being that the sport is so
physically demanding, training
must be equally demanding if
players are to be safe.
“If we had better coaching,
football would be 100 percent
safe,” Hopkins said. “Lots of
things we can’t control; if you
play too slow, you get whacked.
If you are out there thinking,
that’s the people who get hit,
they get messed up. If you are
out there playing [all-out], 100
percent, then your chances of
injuries are low when you play
hard.”
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Fans reflect on the retirement of another Laker legend
By Koi Lacey
and Tariq Harding

N

BA legend Kobe Bryant,
who has made a lot of
impact on basketball, will be
retiring at the end of the season
and will be missed by many pro
basketball fans.
Kobe has blessed the NBA
with 20 amazing years, all of
which have been while a Los

Angeles Laker. He has won five
NBA championships, is a 13-time
All-Star, two-time Olympic gold
medalist, selected for the All-NBA
team 14 times, named to the AllDefensive team 12 times, and many
more great accomplishments.
With such a breathtaking
array of accolades, some announce
what appears to be obvious.
“Kobe is the best Laker of
all time, and this is a fact,” junior

INKED
Continued from page 14
tattooed on me.”
Although tattoos have
grown in popularity, some still
associate the body art with
gangs and those who are antisocial, so those with tats are
careful who sees them.
“Since my tattoo is on
my forearm, I wore a long
sleeve shirt [during a job interview] so that they wouldn’t
notice I had a tattoo,” senior
Aaron Parker said.
One staff member and
parent believes that it’s too
early an age for kids to have
tattoos.
“It’s a permanent decision, and it’s also very costly
to have it removed, and most
kids are getting tattoos because they think it’s a fashion
statement,” security guard
Debra Collins said.
Tattoos aren’t exactly
cheap. The cost generally starts
at $100 to $300 per hour and
depending on the size, it may
escalate to thousands of dollars, according to some tattoo
websites. If one wants a cus-

tom tattoo, the price per hour
can start from $50 to $300.
Parker paid a pretty high
price for his first tattoo.
“The most I paid for a
tattoo was $125 and that was
my first tattoo,” he said.
Coach Hopkins has a
preferred tattoo and explained
why.
“My favorite tattoo is
on my forearm, and it says
‘Faith and Belief are the keys
to righteousness,’ and pretty
much it tells a little about me,
my faith, and who I am as a
person and my belief in God,”
he said.
If you have a fear of
needles or blood, getting a
tattoo isn’t going to be easy.
However, tattoo needles do
not enter the skin very far as
many fear, as they pierce the
skin only about 1/16 of an
inch.
However, Parker said his
was rather painful.
“It felt like a pen poking
me, going through my skin,”
he said.

ONE STEP CLOSER
Continued from page 16
for like 20 years,” he said. “We
bought ice machines, basketball
courts, uniforms, but this is the
second year we’re trying to let
everyone see we are giving back
to the school.”
Coach Calhoun, whose team
placed second in last season’s
IHSA Class 2A state championship, is really pleased with the
contribution and support.
“This is outstanding for an
alumni group to come back after
so many years of being gone from
Morgan Park,” he said, “and to
think about the students that are
still here. This is really, really great!”
Buying replacement warmup and competition uniforms is
just one area of need for the track
teams, as the outdoor track on
the east side of the school campus is in woeful disrepair.
“All the rubber surface has
worn off over the years,” Calhoun
said. “When it was originally
redone, I think it was about
$100,000 to do the track.”

But this is the next project
for the committee to attack.
“Last year it was the band,
and now it’s the track that needs
a new field,” said Witt, after
referring to the donation given
to the Marching Band last year.
“They want $50,000. We’re gonna try to generate enough funds
to get another track field. That’s
our future! That’s our plan!”
Helping out their alma
mater is a big part of the alumni’s
purpose, according to Witt.
“We had a 10-year class reunion, and we decided we needed
to get together more than just
every ten years,” he said. “That’s
what happened, and it just blew
up to this point, and it’s just great
now, giving back to the school,
giving back from where we came
from. We all came from Morgan
Park, and we throw the biggest
picnic in the city of Chicago.
What we do is go out and get
permits and we just raise money
to give back to this school.”

varsity basketball player Romelo
Burrell said. “It is outrageous to
say he is not the best Laker.”
Although the Black Mamba,
who went directly to the NBA
from high school, has earned
many accomplishments, some
people still believe that he is not
the best Laker to ever suit up.
“He has surely made a path
in that direction, but Magic
Johnson is the best Laker of all
time,” senior varsity baseball
player Brian Brantley said. “I
believe Kobe is the second best
Laker, but saying he is better
than Magic is not valid at all.”
For those unfamiliar with
NBA history, Magic ain’t no
slouch. To this day he is the only
player in NBA history to average
22.5 points, 12 assists, and six
rebounds a season.
With his imminent departure,
much debate on which
jersey number the
team will retire:
Kobe has worn

No. 8 and 24 in his career. While
wearing 8, he has won three NBA
titles and scored 81 points in one
game, but with 24 he has only
(ha!) won two championships.
“They should retire jersey
number 24,” Burrell said. “Even
though he won more championships wearing number 8, I think
that Kobe was a even better
player when he changed his
number to 24.”
Others believe they should
retire both numbers, which if it
happens this will be the first time
in history that it has happened.
“I honestly think they
should retire both numbers
associated with him,” Hopkins
said. “Honestly, to me, he is the
closest thing to Michael Jordan,
and he has played at a high level
for a long time, but he deserves
both of his numbers retired.”
Kobe wanted to wear No.
33, the number his father Joe
“Jelly Bean” Bryant wore in high
school, but when he was drafted,
the Lakers had
already retired it in

honor of Kareem Abdul-Jabbar.
Speaking of Jordan, some
fans believe that Kobe is second
only to him of all time.
“It is for sure Kobe is in the
top five greatest players of all time,”
sophomore Tareef Coleman said.
“He is a legend and will be remembered even 30 years from now.”
Before his official announcement, there were some lingering questions as to whether or
not Kobe would actually retire.
Thankfully he did and hopefully
won’t try some sad comeback
tour like his Airness did when he
returned to play for two seasons
with the Washington Wizards.
Bryant has had a relatively
mediocre season in contrast to
his career spanning to 1997. He
has shown flashes of his old self,
but many can see he isn’t the
same, and that it is “absolutely”
his time to hit the exits, including varsity boys basketball assistant coach Chris Hopkins.
“He should retire, it is done,”
Hopkins said. “If he can’t play at
the level he is supposed to play
at, then hang it up.”

Post-season
predictions
By Jonathan Thompson

T

he NFL regular
season has come to
an end, but there still some
uncertainty as to who will
headline the Super Bowl 50
this year.
As of Monday, December
28, with one regular game remaining at the time, QB Cam
Newton’s nearly undefeated
Carolina Panthers (14-1) and
QB Carson Palmer’s St. Louis
Cardinals have clinched their
divisions, while the AFC is
looking really competitive
with the top teams being the
resurgent New England Patriots (12-3), followed by the
Denver Broncos (11-4).
The Panthers looked like
the team to beat, until Week
16 when they were, well,
beaten by the 8-7 Altlanta
Falcons. Despite the bump in
the road, football head coach
Terry Atkins believes they
should be the No. 1 seed.
“I can tell you for a fact
Cam Newton is the MVP,”
Atkins said. “He’s a dualthreat quarterback, he gives
his team the best chance to
win week in, and week out,
he’s the reason why Carolina
is in the position they are
right now and we will be seeing them in the Super Bowl.”
With the best record
in the AFC, the defending
champion Patriots are look-

ing like strong candidates in the
tough conference led by their
two-time MVP QB Tom Brady.
The Pats are looking to ride
their red-hot offense, currently
third in total offense and No. 1
in passing yards per game. A big
reason for that is Brady, as he
leads the league in passing yards
with 4,636.
“Tom Brady is the best
quarterback in the league,” senior
Dequan Roach said. “I think
he’s on a level Cam can’t reach
right now. I definitely see them
winning the Super Bowl this year
over whomever they see, whether
it be the Seahawks or the Panthers, in my mind.”
The Seattle Seahawks (9-6)
have fallen off since last season,
the runner-up from last season’s
championship, losing to New
England.
“They’ve played well as of
late, but it doesn’t make up for
this big hole they have put themselves into,” said assistant football
coach Christian Hopkins, a former New York Giant. “It’s a collection of things going on as of
why they are not playing as well,
such as guys not knowing plays,
miscommunication amongst the
team, or the other teams just
being hungrier. I definitely feel as
if they are not going back to the
Super Bowl, not this year.”
Although as of Week 16, the
Pittsburgh Steelers (9-6) hadn’t
yet clinched a playoff berth with
a 9-6 record, one teacher and

NFL fan see them sneaking in
and making some noise.
“Out of the AFC right
now, I’m going to put my
money on Pittsburgh,” social
science teacher James Fitzgerald said. “I think Roethlisberger has gotten two close
to 1,000 yard-receivers on the
team; I just think that they are
playing really well. D’Angelo
Williams seems to have found
the fountain of youth after
Bell got injured. I have Pittsburgh followed by the Patriots
to come out of the AFC.”
Wildcard Weekend kicks
off this Saturday, and as it
looks now the teams that are
in as AFC contenders include
the Cincinnati Bengals (11-4),
the Houston Texans (8-7), the
Kansas City Chiefs (10-5),
and the New York Jets (10-5).
In the NFC, the teams are
Green Bay Packers (10-5), the
Washington Redskins (8-7),
the Minnesota Vikings (10-5),
and Seattle.
Winning a championship
is no easy task, and there are a
lot of teams that appear ready
to go all the way, but winning
takes something special, according to Coach Chris.
“Commitment, you’ve got
to be committed, you have to
have 53 guys committed to
the same goal,” Hopkins said.
“Any championship team is a
disciplined football team that’s
going to win every year.”

