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Students welcome
‘homecoming’ party

S c h o o l

School board
adds new grad
requirement:
computer science
By Amani Fashola
and Shontrell Ganier

“I

The black-out “Homecoming Part II” party held last month at the Sabre Room in Hickory Hills appears
to have been a good time as illustrated by the dance floor packed with attendees dressed in black.

By Davia Doss
and Jainelle Withers

I

f you missed Homecoming
Part II, you missed a great
party, according most of those who
attended the unique winter affair.
Morgan Park’s Student
Council, led by sponsor and
librarian Kandice Morgan, held
their first Homecoming Part II

dance late last month. Students
attended the black-out event,
which asked attendees to wear
all-black attire, at the Sabre Room
in Hickory Hills (8900 W. 95th
Street) on Saturday, February 20.
Typically, homecoming
events celebrate an athletic team
during which alumni are invited;
this, however, was essentially just
for current students. Although

the widely-anticipated party was
billed as a “homecoming,” it was
really more of an opportunity
to have a student dance in the
dreary depths of winter.
“We didn’t need it, but everyone wanted it,” board member
Jacob Bonds said. “Looking from
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n three years time,
you can’t graduate
from high school in the city
of Chicago if you didn’t take
code writing and computer
science,” said Mayor Rahm
Emanuel in a conversation with Cisco CEO John
Chambers, according to a
CNN story published in November 2014. “We’re making
it mandatory.”
Fast-forward to last
Wednesday. During a Chicago
Board of Education meeting
that morning, board members
unanimously passed the new
graduation requirement.
Each Chicago Public
School (CPS) student will be
required to take at least one
credit of computer science,
starting with the Class of
2020, which will enter high
school this fall.
Technology teacher John
Genell is an advocate for this

new requirement.
“It started about three
years ago in December
when Rahm Emmanuel said
everybody should have that
as a graduation requirement,”
Genell said. “So, they started
looking into it.”
The currently offered computer science coding class consists of six different phases that
allows students to get an overall
aspect of computer intellect:
computer interaction, problemsolving, web design, programming, data, and robotics.
“We design different
things,” Genell said. “We make
cartoons and make people
walk, but you have to do the
coding which isn’t that hard,
and all of my kids learned it
in about two days. They were
doing all sorts of wild things,
but it’s pretty cool, and some

Please turn to page 5 for

COMPUTER
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New MathLab opens in special ceremony
By Jacob Bonds

M

athematics has been
known to be one
of the most difficult concepts
to grasp for students. Luckily, Morgan Park and Saint
Xavier University (SXU) are
here to help.
With the local university by our side, the school
has launched the MathLab
program, particularly with
junior-level students in mind.
A special ceremony was held
on Tuesday, February 16,
which featured SXU Dean
of Education Susan Lee,
19th Ward Alderman Matt
O’Shea, Principal Dr. Carolyn Epps, math teachers and

students who will take part in the
program.
MathLab is an after-school
program where juniors are assisted
with their math with the goal of
helping them succeed on the ACT,
as well as when they go on to college, according to Deborah Murphy,
the Math Department chairperson.
“It’s a Pearson Program for
juniors that help them avoid
taking remedial math classes
in college,” Murphy said. “We
were able to create the lab from
the 21st Century [Community
Learning Centers] grant. We
offer the two classes Saint Xavier

Please turn to page 4 for

MATHLAB
OPENS

Students, elected officials, and school representatives celebrate opening of new MathLab program. From left: Saint Xavier University Dean of Students Susan Lee, Ronald Thompson, Brian
Lee, Dr. Carolyn Epps, Brian Tobar, Kyala Darby, Dezirme Johnson, and Alderman Matt O’Shea.
Funding was provided via a grant from 21st Century Community Learning Centers, while
teacher training and support will come from SXU professors.
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news briefs
ATTENDANCE, on-track rate shows improvement
Attendance (as of the 20th week of school) is 90.49 percent, which
is a .69 percent increase over the 2015 school year at this point. Ninetyfour percent of freshman are on-track to graduate, as compared to 88
percent last year; 87 percent of sophomores are on-track to graduate, as
compared to 80 percent last year.

eye care clinic this month
The Ageless Eye Care Clinic will be held on Tuesday, March
15 in the Social Room. Parental consent forms are being accepted
for the CPS Vision Clinic/Ageless Eye Care program which
provides free eye exams and eyeglasses to any CPS student. Last
year over 30 pairs of glasses were delivered to Morgan Park High
School students.

survey completion rate increases
So far, 94 percent of MP teachers and 86 percent of students
have completed the My School, My Voice survey. According to the
2015 School Progress Report, 41.6 percent of staff and 80.4 percent
of students completed the survey. The CPS average for teachers was
80.7 percent and 81.2 percent for students.

COUNSELING DEPARTMENT NEWS
The Counseling Department held a financial aid information
night, or FAFSA Night (Free Application for Federal Student Aid)
for students and parents on Tuesday, February 9. Counselors have
also been conducting student course programming for 2016-17 on an
individual basis with underclassmen.

morgan
park
high
school
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Continued from page 1
a Student Council-perspective,
it was a lot of work for people
who ultimately were not going
to come.”
Some anticipated a larger
turnout, particularly among
the upperclassmen, but most
were no-shows.
“I feel like we didn’t need
Homecoming Part 2 because
everyone who said it would be
a cool idea didn’t even attend,”
senior Kaylyn Willis said. “It
was mostly underclassmen
and a few seniors.”
But of the over 400 students who attended the party,
most appeared to really enjoy
themselves.
“Homecoming was a lot
of fun,” senior Jarielle Walton
said. “What made it so fun
was that all of my friends attended and we all looked our
best. The music was especially
live, and we just really enjoyed
ourselves.”
However, a Student Council executive board member
didn’t feel that this one fell short
of the dance held in the fall.
“[Homecoming 2” was
successful but didn’t top the
first homecoming,” senior Lyric
Knowles said. “I believe the
students enjoyed it, but not as
much. It was just good to have
another big event for the year
for students.”

While this dance was held at
the same location as the autumn
homecoming for the football
team, the black-out theme was
very appealing to guests because
the dress code was altered to
their liking, even though athletic
wear and gym shoes were supposed to be prohibited.
“I love the fact that we
could wear what we wanted,”
senior Brandon Piper said. “I
like to dress fresh, and at the first
homecoming, it was more of a
classy look. Guys like to show off
their fresh kicks opposed to dress
shoes. Plus, everybody looks
good in black.”
Nearly all arrived in the
required attire, as evidenced by
the sea of black outfits on the
crowded dance floor, but there
were a couple of holdouts.
“I wore black to the first
homecoming,” senior Andre
Johnson said, who wore a bright
red shirt that night. “I wanted to
be different, and since I’m a big
guy, I knew I’d stand out.”
As the night progressed, the
DJ dropped more famous hits that
got the crowd hyped and kept
everyone dancing the whole time.
“[Homecoming Part 2] was
dope! I had a good time and
good energy with the crowd of
students,” Dj Mike P said. “The
highlight of the night was when
all the girls were singing ‘My

Beyonce’ by Lil Durk and Dej
Loaf.”
One disappointing factor was the food and drink.
Thirsty dancers went to the
bar for something refreshing
and left unsatisfied.
“I asked for a Sprite, and
I received something that
tasted like acid water,” senior
Kacharra Johnson said. “I’m
not sure if it was the sprayer
they used or if they just ran
out, but I know they were
serving it left and right.”
Having this dance was
not about the money, though,
according to the event coordinator.
“It wasn’t designed to be
a financial success, but we did
break even,” Morgan said. “We
just wanted the kids to have fun
and we even lowered the price.”
The ticket price was $20,
while the fall dance was $25;
however, both featured the
very popular—and free—
photo booth.
Unfortunately, this allschool dance appears to be
the last one for the rest of the
school year.
“[We are] done with
dances,” Morgan said. “Service
learning projects are coming
up [and we] are trying to do an
end-of-the-year carnival with a
dunk tank and an inflatable.”

1744 West Pryor Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60643
Dr. Carolyn D. Epps, Principal
Mrs. Gail Tennial, Assistant Principal
Mrs. Rochelle Bryant, Assistant Principal
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national, and world issues. The views expressed
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only of the writers.
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Teacher, students featured
in emotional Kleenex advertisement

Teacher Gabrielyn Watson-Foster’s emotions (above) are captured by a Kleenex video producer and camera crew immediately after she is surprised by former student and “American
Idol” finalist Peter Frank (shown in the accompanying photo,
just right of the camera boom) singing “Amazing Grace.”

By Shontrell Ganier
and Amani Fashola

C

urrent and former students
collaborated with a popular
tissue company to create a joyous
memory for a well-loved choral
teacher in early February, the video
which has since gone viral.
To show their appreciation, the musical prodigies took
part in a tribute to Gabrielyn
Watson-Foster, who recently
battled cancer. Former Lincoln
Park High School (Class of
2005) graduate and “American
Idol” season 10 finalist Peter
Frank initiated the idea for the
tribute video, promoted as part of
a special “Someone Needs One”
campaign by the Kleenex com-

pany, #ShareKleenexCare.
“I reached out to Kleenex to
see if they would be able to do a
surprise for Ms. Foster being that
I think, first, that she’s just a great
inspiration,” Frank said, who now
lives in Los Angeles, California,
“and number two, knowing that
she’s returning to school after her
fight with cancer.”
Foster was diagnosed with
multiple myeloma in late summer, and has since been on leave
for medical treatment. This illness is a blood cancer that affects
the plasma cells in bone marrow,
weakening the skeletal structure.
“In my case [the cancer]
caused two compression fractures
in my spine and a broken rib,”
Foster said. “I am [now] in com-

perfect
attendance

Perfect attendance students for the month of January:
Marshall Ellis (7th grade), Sarah Bacon (8th grade), Walter
Houston (9th grade), Jade Clay (10th grade), Eugene Gutter (11th grade), and Tyressa McKinney (12th grade).

S

tudents with perfect
attendance, in January,
had their names placed in a
drawing. One student from

each grade level was randomly
picked to win an attendance
incentive: a Morgan Park
T-shirt.

plete remission after my autologous stem cell transplant.”
The video, entitled “A Caring Chorus,” was a based on
surprising Foster with nearly 20
students she has taught over the
past 10 years, singing and celebrating her in the 2:50 Facebook
recording that boasts 7,597,695
views (as of Feb. 24).
The 17-year teaching veteran has been a big influence on
Frank’s life throughout his high
school career.
“Ms. Watson was a very
dynamic teacher who was selfless
and was willing to give everything that she knew,” he said.
“And to make sure that we were
empowered to perform, sing, and
also live a life of excellence.”
Frank also enjoyed the time
he was able to spend with Foster
outside of class.
“One of my best memories
with Ms. Watson would be the
after hours of school and be-

fore performances,” he recalled.
“Those were like really special
times because those were times
where we rehearsed together, ate
together, and we really didn’t leave
each other’s presence because we
needed to be focused in what we
were getting ready to do. I think
some of the more special times
aside of performance and outside
of school were when we had the
windows in between both.”
Not only has Foster motivated her past students, but the
current ones, too. Senior Tyra
DePillars, who was also part of
the video (along with Shontrell
Gainer and Armoni Williams),
has been motivated by this wellrenowned choral teacher.
“I’m honored to learn from
such an amazing and inspirational person!” DePillars exclaimed.
“Ms. Foster goes above and
beyond to help me achieve my
dream of becoming a extraordinary and famous entertainer. She

not only helped me with singing, but she has given me overall
techniques I can use while acting,
modeling, and dancing, as well.”
Foster has prepared her students to be strong competitors in
vocal competitions, DePillars said.
“My class worked very
hard to prepare ensemble pieces
and solos to compete,” she said.
“With the amazing direction of
Ms. Foster, everyone won the
highest award. This moment was
so amazing that it made her cry
tears of joy!”
As it is known, Foster was
a greatly appreciated person.
Multiple companions of Foster
took the time to prepare for the
Kleenex recording.
“It took me maybe about
two months before we started
involving other people, Frank

Please turn to page 4 for

TEARFUL
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Black history play performed

Above: Performers bow for the audience at the conclusion of “Now Let Me Fly: The Struggle of
Brown vs. Board of Education,” directed by Katrina Richard, last Friday evening. Inset: A scene in
the play where protestors argue against school segregation. (Photos by Unique Boyd)

T

he play was about the
segregation of schools
all over the U.S. African
American schools had fewer
resources and funding than
white schools. Often times the

bus driver was the science, math,
and history teacher. In this play, the
black community fought for their
rights. They were told everything
was “separate, but equal.” Students
protested to city hall and so did the

parents. This angered the white
community and caused threats
and even a death of a young
boy. This didn’t stop African
Americans, it just drove their
fuel even more.
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MATHLAB OPENS
Continued from page 1

Math teacher Deborah Murphy explains how instruction
will be provided during the MathLab course.
offers if you do not pass their
Compass test. The Compass
test is really general, so it’s
pretty much any college’s
Compass test.”
21st Century Community Learning Centers is a
government program supporting the creation of community
learning centers that provide
academic enrichment opportunities during non-school
hours for children, particularly
students who attend highpoverty and low-performing
schools, according to the U.S.
Department of Education.
The program is housed in
Room 323 and 219, Tuesday
to Thursday from 3 p.m. to
4:30 p.m., taught by Lauren
Phillips and Jane Randolph.
Even though it is an academic course, one junior has
a strong recommendation for
others to get involved.
“I encourage other
students to join me in ‘My
Math Lab’ to extend their
knowledge and try something
new,” junior Lorren Ross
said. “So far I can really see
my math skill growing. I am
remembering formulas and
skills more. The teachers are
really cool, nice, and very
helpful. Whenever you have a
question, you can just call on
them for a one-on-one. They
talk to you as if they’re your
friend. They’re worth getting
to know—they were once
students, too.”
Teachers strongly believe
that students should not dismiss this special offer.
“I think all juniors
should take advantage of this
opportunity because it is a
self-driven course that will
not only help improve ACT
scores, but also better prepare
students for senior level math
courses,” Phillips said. “ It is
a win/win situation. Students
can come in and work at their
own pace and make sure they
get the skills they need. Students are required to receive
a certain score on the online
tasks before they can move on
to the next one.”
MathLab, though, is
very different from a typical
classroom, as the computer
program tailors itself to the
pace of the individual student.

“Unlike a classroom where
if you fail a unit the course still
moves on, this will help you
go back through your errors
and makes sure you learn the
content before it pushes you
on to the next topic,” Phillips
explained. “Math is a series
of skills that build upon each
other. If you fail to master a
fundamental skill, it is hard to
master a higher level skill that
uses that fundamental skill.
This helps promote mastery
and aids in the success of highlevel math.”
The MP/SXU partnership
was officially announced in
June 2014 by then-CPS CEO
Barbara Byrd-Bennett, 19th
Ward Alderman Matt O’Shea,
Mayor Rahm Emanuel, SXU
President Christine Wiseman, and Dr. Epps at a press
conference held at the college
campus. Through the relationship, the university provides
dual credit course opportunities, teacher training, the
STRONG program, other
enrichment activities, and now,
the MathLab program.
“The partnership with
SXU is very important,” Epps
said. “They partner with our
teachers and help the teachers
work at a college-level. Also,
the dual-enrollment with
them is definitely helping our
students excel.”
According to the National Center for Education
Statistics, from 1995-2010,
most African American students average out to an ACT
composite score of 17 out of
36, with a math score of 21 of
out 36, so there is a genuine
need for the MathLab.
According to an recent
article on the ACT, “The ACT
can benefit students in several
ways. First and foremost, a
good score will give you a
greater chance of being accepted to the college of your
choice. Your final ACT score
also gives you a good idea of
your academic standing, which
can be extremely helpful when
planning your educational
path. Your ACT score will
highlight areas in which you
may need to improve, and you
can plan accordingly by enrolling in any necessary review
courses.”

TEARFUL REUNION
Continued from page 3
said. “It took time to kinda know
what we were going to do first,
and then, next, to involve other
people and Ms. Watson once we
had it organized.”
Carrie Stett, a producer for
the Kleenex recording, was under
a lot of pressure in the making of
the video.
“It took us several weeks,”
she said. “There’s so much to prepare for something like this. We
have to get permission to film in
the location, reach out to former
students, schedule rehearsals and
come up with a creative plan for
how to film it.”
Stett was looking to reach
out and find not just anyone for
her next online campaign video,
but someone unique and special.
“Our casting team put the
word out that we were looking for an exceptional teacher
to honor,” Stett said. “Former
student Peter Frank responded,
nominating Ms. Foster, and after
talking with him and her, we
knew we had found the right
person.”
But Foster hasn’t been the
only person the Kleenex campaign has acknowledged.
“We recently organized a
similar moment of appreciation
for a NICU nurse who has saved
babies’ lives for over 30 years, and a
few others that had very emotional
Kleenex moments,” she said.
Although Kleenex has done
many videos, Foster had the most
unique reaction to her surprise.
“We’ve never had someone
so literally overcome with emotion by just hearing someone’s
voice as Ms. Foster was,” Stett
said, referring to the moment
when Frank surprised her and
started singing as she walked
down the hallway to her classroom.
Capturing such joyous occasions is a very special part of her
work, Stett said.
“As filmmakers, it’s very
rewarding to help create these
moments and tell such impactful stories that show there is so
much good in the world,” the
producer said.
The Kleenex Cares campaign, posted on Facebook, is a
fresh and new outlook and deserves much appreciation. It has
already created so many lasting
memories in just under a year.
“It is a series that started
last year and has had several viral
videos, including “Unlikely Best
Friends,” Stett said, “which was
one of the top viral videos of
2015 and has had over 60 million
views. This campaign is about
highlighting gestures of care and
people who refuse to be indifferent to others.”
Even through trials and
tribulations, Ms. Foster has been
proven to be one of the most
outstanding and impactful teachers since she started in the profession. She’s so selfless that she
didn’t even think she deserved a
tribute like this.
“It was funny,” she said. “I

Teacher Gabrielyn Watson-Foster’s former and current students,
including senior Shontrell Gainer (center) sing to the instructor,
while being recorded by the Kleenex “Someone Needs One”
team.
didn’t understand why they were
doing this interviewing. Why
would the school give my name
when I haven’t been here all year.
I thought, well, maybe absence
makes the heart grow fonder, and
I’ll just go in and talk to who I
need to talk to. After that I was
like, ‘Well, heck yeah.’”

As an overall project, things
were successful. Foster showed
the intended outcome that Frank
wanted from her.
“I was astounded,” Foster
said. “I was shocked, I was laughing, and people I never would’ve
expected to be here were here. It
was wonderful.”

Producing
‘A Caring
Chorus’

The beginning cut of “A Caring Chorus.” (Source: Facebook)

F

oster visited the school on Saturday morning on Feb. 6
at 11 a.m., under the premise of a simple interview. As
she was guided down the first floor hallway to her classroom,
Frank strolled from around the hidden stairwell, singing “Amazing Grace.”
Overcome with emotion, Foster leaned against the lockers
and fell to the floor while she swung from tears to jubilation;
from start to finish a team of three professional camera operators, a producer, and two technicians captured the charged
moment.
Moments later, other students appearing from various doorways, quickly joined in song, encircling the teacher.
After the song, Foster embraced her students, leading many
to shed a tear.
Although much of the Facebook video uses cuts from the
initial captured video, two additional sequences were taped backto-back in order to provide different views for the production
company to use to complete the finished product.
Afterward, a series of interviews were conducted of Foster,
Frank, and other students, and a luncheon was served in the
Social Room.
The day began, at least for the participants and the crew,
at around 7 a.m., where they rehearsed the song and choreographed their gradual appearance.
However, according to the producer, Carrie Stett, preparation for the short video took around two months. Participants
were sworn to secrecy before and even after the event, in order
to maintain a sense of drama for the release of the recording.
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of them really like it.”
Genell believes that to successfully complete this course,
students don’t even need to use
actual technology.
“The whole course you can
get away without using a computer,” he said, “but it’s nice if
you have them.”
Genell and a few others actually went to Google Inc. for training and to get a better view on how
to teach the upcoming class.
“I went with [the principal]
Dr. Epps and a few other teachers, including Mr. Moore, and
we had to fill out an application,”
he said. “I had to do a 10-hour
online class, then, I spent a week
that summer downtown from 8
o’clock to 4 o’clock doing a seminar. It was absolutely the best
seminar I’ve ever been to because
they didn’t criticize us, they just
showed us a whole new way of
doing stuff.”
The main focus of the
course is to encourage students
who are not expected to go into
fields requiring the knowledge of
computers.
“Computer science isn’t for
everybody, but I think too many
females and people of color don’t
think it’s for them and we want
to break it down,” Genell said.
“Computer science is considered
white, Chinese, and male on top

of that, so Code.org has got a big
push for women and minorities.”
There’s also a big push getting
students to apply for jobs high in
demand, but also outside of their
intellect and comfort zone.
“There are more jobs available than there are people to fill
them,” Genell said. “Jobs are going unfilled because people aren’t
trained. So if we can get people
interested in high school, when
you get to college, you can take
the class, or take it as a major and
become a computer scientist.”
Computer science is one of
the top paying college degrees
-- and yet only 2.4 percent of
college students graduate with
degrees in the field—a number that’s actually declining.
Moreover, out of 3.6 million AP
exams taken in 2012, only 3,000
computer science exams were
taken by African American and
Hispanic students, according to
Code.org.
But computer science isn’t the
only new requirement that may
be added to the upcoming school
year. School programmer Bethany
Kaufmann believes new art requirements will be made, as well.
“[CPS is] looking to make
some decisions about what meets
a fine arts requirement, because,
right now, you have to have one art
or one music or one dance,” Kauff-

man said, “and they’re looking at
saying maybe any two would meet
it. So if a kid is really interested
in visual arts they could take Art
I and Studio Drawing and that
would meet it, but right now that’s
not how it works. Right now you
have to take an art and you have to
take a music, which is great to have
a well-rounded kid, but sometimes
it may not be.”
Due to students only having
so much time in a day, the new
computer requirement will possibly impact the other requirements
that the students have now.
“The reality is that we can’t
add a requirement without
it replacing something else,”
Kauffman said, considering that
students already have lots of
required courses for graduation.
“There’s not enough room in kids
schedules for that to happen, so
the board has to make a decision
about what to take away or allow
that requirement to [fulfill something else]. For example, there’s
a career ed requirement students
have to meet and the tech class
could meet that requirement.
Overall, the new course will
provide new insight to the power
of technological intelligence.
“The whole idea is just to acquaint them and to open doors,”
Genell said. “If you don’t take it,
you don’t know what it’s about.”

Student Council sells over 1,000
cupcakes for St. Valentine treats
T
o celebrate St. Valentine’s Day last month,
Student Council and sponsor Kandice Morgan 1,980
chocolate cupcakes were sold
and delivered to both students and teachers on Friday,
February 12.
Announcement cards

were delivered to students during
2nd period, and recipients picked
up one cupcake per card, sold as
a fundraiser for $1 each, during
lunch periods.
Students with more than
one cupcake received to-go boxes
to carry their cupcakes. Those
purchased for teachers were

wrapped in heart-decorated
clear cellophane wrapping and
included a spoon.
Student Council members sold and distributed the
sweet treats, and a few alumni
and parent volunteers also
helped to facilitate distribution.
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Students perform
in ‘Cupid’s Dream’
By Destiny White
and Sinclair Reeves

T

heater students held
a special performance
entitled “Cupid’s Dream,” featuring a series of skits earlier
last month in the auditorium.
The show, held during
8th period on Friday, February 5, featured singers, actors,
and even a live Cupid. The
overall theme of the show was
about love and how it concerns all, with popular songs
highlighted, including some
throwbacks.
“I felt as if I was at a concert for a moment, especially
with the Beyonce’ song ‘Dangerously in Love’ playing,’’
senior Aaliyah Gray said.
In addition to the
afternoon show, the cast had
an after-school performance
where family and others could
attend.
“I went to the show after
school and was able to enjoy
the show,” senior Khristan
Carter-Newbern said. “Actually, it was kinda humorous
and lovely at the same time.’’
Theater teacher Alison
Thomas was happy with her
students’ efforts.
“I was very pleased,
especially since the students
were also the directors of the
songs and skit,” Thomas said
in an email. “It makes me feel
amazing to expose students to
theater and see their passion
and creativity. That is the
most important part of this
for me. Students are at their

Performer Takiyah Muhammad sings a solo rendition
of Rihanna’s “We Found
Love.” (Photo by Trevon
Rogers)
people dancing on the landing
between the stairs, groups
working on another song on
the stairs and in Mrs. Jung’s
room and people putting together the cupids, clouds, and
flowers outside the classroom
door. The track team and our
play shared space for a few
weeks.”
Unfortunately, there were
those who attended the performance appeared to show
little to no decorum.
“The play was a horrible
experience for me due to the
audience actions; they were
loud and just plain rude,”
Gray said.
During the performance,
some observed that some of
the misbehavior included
clapping and singing along to
the songs being sung on stage.
“I don’t think the audience gave the play a chance,”

Student performers sing “Seasons of Love”: Dayveon
Fletcher, Nasire Baker, Tyra DePillars, Shontrell Ganier,
Takiyah Muhammad, and Daja Rice. (Photos by Trevon
Rogers)

Above: Dozens of students wait in line for their turn to pick
up their St. Valentine’s Day cupcake treat in the lunchroom
earlier last month. Top right: Student Council member Lyric
Knowles provides service at the cupcake table in the library.
Middle right: Student Council members Renay Harris and Jacob Bonds prepare specially-wrapped cupcakes for teachers.
Bottom: Senior Gabrielle Cooper shows off her five cupcake
announcement cards that she received.

highest level of thought trying to be creative and create
a show.”
Preparing for a stage performance takes a lot of frantic
energy, according to Thomas.
“Students worked just as
hard as I did, if not harder,”
she said. “They took a lot of
pride in their work. Often
times during rehearsal, we
had people practicing their
songs and putting together
costumes in my classroom,

senior Jimmie Ambrose said.
“They were rude and loud I
got hit with gum.”
“I don’t see how the actors even performed,” senior
Kaila Murphy said. “The kids
were loud and just plain rude.
I couldn’t hear them over all
the laughing and shouting;
they [even] made fun of poor
Cupid.’’

Please turn to page 9 for

‘CUPID’S DREAM’
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CELEBRATING

Alumni
d
The earliest days of MPHS
Part 3 of a three-part series: The building of the school
A scanned original photograph
of Morgan Park
High School, circa
February 1917. The
school, which
then was approximately a quarter
in size of what
exists today, first
opened its doors
to students in
January 1916. The
left end of the image is where the
computer labs of
Room 130 and 132
are located today.
The far right end
of the building is
Room 151; the rest
of the school was
added on in 1926
and 1964.

By Carol Flynn,
Ridge Historical Society
The Morgan Park community became
part of Chicago in April 1914, and the
Chicago Board of Education (CBOE)
took over the Morgan Park schools. At
that time, land had been bought and work
had begun on a new high school, but the
building was far from finished. In fact,
it would take almost another two years
before students actually attended classes in
the new building.
A series of announcements in the
local paper recorded the progress – or lack
thereof – in completing the new school.
First there was a strike of the construction
workers. Then there were issues with the
ventilation system. Legal problems stemming from annexation had to be settled.
Some of the equipment didn’t show up.
At one point, in April of 1915, the
parents of MPHS held a meeting to start
a campaign to bring about the completion
of the new building. Principal Heil urged
the parents to attend the next Chicago
Board of Education (CBOE) meeting. The
enrollment for the next year was expected
to be over 300, making this very important.

During this time, life went on, and
the high school remained open in the old
Arlington building, and space was made in
several of the grammar schools to handle
the overflow of students.
Then finally, almost as an anti-climax,
there was a small announcement in The
Post on January 22, 1916: “The new HIGH
SCHOOL was opened last Monday morning. The equipment in the new building
is equal to that of any of the larger high
schools in Chicago.”
Classes in the new building began on
January 17, 1916. The new school boasted
modern laboratory equipment, and the
equipment for domestic science and mechanical drawing was “the best that can be
provided.”
There was a fine lunch room that could
be used for banquets. There was state-of-theart electrical equipment in the physics laboratory, and a fine dark room for the Camera
Club. New office equipment included seven
new typewriters, an Edison rotary mimeograph and an Edison mimeoscope.
A number of students who had
dropped out were attracted by the opportunities of the new school and planned to
re-enter. There was still equipment to be

The “new” Morgan Park High School under construction from a 1914 photo published in a April 11, 1914 issue of the The Morgan Parker. The original facility did
not include the current Social Room, second floor gymnasium, auditorium, pool,
garages, and at least 25 classrooms; they weren’t added until the 1926 addition
(which now faces where Pryor Avenue once existed) was completed. The “new”
building (the “T’) wasn’t built until 1965.

The new high school was equipped with
the latest technology, including a 19151916 Edison Mimeoscope. This machine
had a light box below a glass plate
which allowed drawings to be made for
mimeographs. In other words, this is
how graphic design was done in 1916 –
there were no computers to generate
images. (Source: iantiqueonline.com)
installed and a fence to put up around the
athletic field, but a grand opening of the
high school for the community was held on
March 31.
The first class graduated from the new
high school on June 22, 1916. There were
37 four-year program graduates and six
two-year program graduates, the largest
class in the history of the high school.
The dream of Morgan Park having its
own modern high school had at last come
true.
Note: This concludes the series on
“The Earliest Days of MPHS.” The author,
Carol Flynn, is a local historian and writer,
and the Newsletter Editor of the Ridge
Historical Society, 10621 S. Seeley Ave.,
Chicago, IL, 60643. For more information
on local history contact RHS at 773/8811675, or visit the website at www.ridgehistoricalsociety.org.

By Unique Boyd

A

s part of the ongoing
centennial celebration,
an alumni career day was held
late last month, featuring 18
Mustang graduates visiting the
school and offering students an
opportunity to hear about their
real-world experiences after high
school.
The nearly day-long event,
planned by Centennial Committee chairperson Katrina Richard,
featured a plenary in Blackwelder
Hall, during which the guests
introduced themselves, with one
being a member of the Class of
1965. The keynote Class of 2004
Carlton Gordon delivered the
keynote speech, “The Mustang
Difference.”
Afterward, there were a
series of subject-specific breakout
sessions in various classrooms
around the school that students
could attend and hear about
careers in law, STEM, business,
and entrepreneurship, among
others.
One businessman, Keith
Andre Searles (Class of 1991),
who is a consultant for Urban GIS (Global Information
Systems) told students about the
importance of earning his education in civil engineering at the
University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign.
“[My education] was
extremely important,” Searles
said. “I went to the number one
school in the country for civil
engineering, and it gave me a
great foundation as what it takes
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discuss life after MP on Career Day

b

a hard worker in the engineering field, but
blem-solver more than anything else.”
He added that attending MP was a very
rtant part of his life, too.
“Morgan Park was so essential in so many
for helping me become who I am today,”
es said, “both from an academic standt and a personal and social standpoint. I
lly met my wife here at Morgan Park and
sters went here. There are just so many
memories.”
One Class of 2003 grad, Chris Ford, spoke
udents about his career as an emergency
cal care doctor, and the extensive level of
ation needed for such a challenging job.
s of 2003, University of South Carolina
“Education was paramount in being a
ssful emergency medicine doctor,” the
ersity of South Carolina alum said. “You
to know so much in order to take care
e wide variety of patients that come in to
ospital. Going through those 10 years of
ation, you become comfortable and know
h way to walk down.”
Ford recalled the impact playing football
Mighty Mustang under former head coach
e Spurlock had upon him.
“[I learned p]erseverance, not quitting, and
y putting a lot into it,” he said. “For examwhen times get hard like doing undergrad
k], you have to study for medical school
nto that 10th hour, you’re like, “Alright,
done this before, I can keep going. It’s the
dation.”
One of the more recent alums was Sallie
ker (Class of 2008), who is now a freelance
writer.
“My education [and teachers at MP] reaught me the basic skills,” the Marquette
ersity grad said. “Mr. Majeske was one of
. He did a journalism class, and in that
we kind of touched on the basics of being
pes writing: advertising, newspaper, and
rial. We talked about what advertising
and that solidified the career path I wanted

b

to go in and focus more on in
college.”
Attending EMPEHI was
something special to Stacker.
“Morgan Park kind of made
me who I am today,” she said.
“It gave me friends, it gave me
like an outlet. I participated in so
many clubs here: newspaper, dra-

Eighteen alumni spanning 51 years pose for a group
photo on Alumni Career Day. (Photo by Briana Amerson)

“Time is the most valuable resource,” advises Class
of 1991 alumnus and Career Day speaker Keith
Searles to a group of students in the library. Sixteen Mustang graduates returned to MP to speak
with students about life after MP during a series of
breakout sessions. (Photo by Briaizha Steele)

ma club, book club, band, choir,
and flag team. I pretty much did
everything, and it made me a
lover of experiences. I took that
to college. I still use that today to
make sure I am a well-rounded
person. I think Morgan Park is
one of the places that really got
me into that.”

y Ball highlights

om left) Koury Booker and Aaliyah Gray (knight and dame); Jamal Broy
Ricky Clayton and Daja Williams (lady/lord); Anthony Anderson and
; Briana Amerson and Emmanuel Mosley (king/queen).

Captain James Simpson offers advice to the ball attendees; Finally, time to party!; Guests recite the
G Kenisha Thigpen offers up some new grog after the first bowl broke; Watch out for the chandeClayton with a 5th place trophy from the drill team competition.

Centennial
Celebration of
Morgan Park
High School
Celebrating a Century of Excellence:
Honoring our past, looking toward our future!

Event Dates
June 5, 2016
Student/Alumni Concert
August 14, 2016
All Class Reunion BBQ
October 2016
Homecoming Game
and Formal Gala
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Music lovers reflect
Lastest auto show
on their favorite art form wasn’t all that
By Camry Sanders
and Jaharha Pryor

W

ho isn’t a music lover?
Who doesn’t like to
wake up to their favorite tune?
Be in the car with their favorite
music? Who doesn’t like creating
playlists and mixtapes and sharing them with their friends? Sing
along to their favorite song?
Practically anyone who has
a soul loves music and its affect
on them. Many here at Morgan
Park are admitted music lovers
although their taste in music differs widely.
Recently Adele, Justin
Bieber, Rihanna, Kanye West,
and many other artists have
released new albums that have
broken many records. Adele’s
album “25” was the best selling
album of 2015, selling six million
copies in less than two months.
Though Adele had gone six times
platinum with her sales solely, the
RIAA has come out with a new
standard for how a record goes
platinum. The RIAA now counts
song streams and video streams
towards an artist going platinum. In late January, the RIAA
received some criticism for its
decision to make Rihanna’s 8th
album “Anti” go platinum after
just eight days of its release.
Theory of Knowledge
teacher and music connoisseur
Alvin James voiced his opinion
on the new rules.

“Rihanna has access to literally thousands more potential
fans than Elvis ever did,” James
said. “So even if an album goes
platinum now, you know it’s still
not the same as an album going
platinum back in the day when it
was on vinyl because that meant
literally that individuals were
gonna buy that,” James said. “You
had to go to the store and buy
that rather than stream it. And
streaming happens all over the
world.”
There is no doubt about it
that music has changed over the
past 50 years. There have been
creations of new genres like
techno, dubstep, trap, and much
more. To the older generation,
music is going nowhere and is
unforgettable mess, but to the
younger generation a majority
think that some of today’s music
and artists are inspirational and
will not be forgotten, like senior
Kierra Wooden.
“I’ll say Kanye is inspirational because of the clothes,”
Wooden said. “Beyonce is
because of her feminism. As far
as music being forgettable in the
day of age, it depends because we
do have some music that came
out in our time, but you know
they copy and are inspired by
people from 20 years ago. So I
think some music will, but not
all.”
Last month was Black History Month and also the NFL’s

Super Bowl was played, highlighted by the widely-anticipated
halftime show. Beyonce shocked
all of her fans when she dropped
a new song along with a music video. It caused quite a stir
among people because Beyonce
didn’t usually address her blackness or racial issues in her songs.
She caused quite a stir with her
Super Bowl performance where
she had her backup dancers dress
us black panthers many white
people thought this was catastrophic, but African Americans
felt proud of the song and performance.
English teacher Yonakish
McGhee was proud of how Beyonce addressed race and issues
in the new song.
“First, I didn’t understand
it,” McGhee said. “I didn’t understand her beat. Then I listened
to the song a couple of time so I
could understand where she was
getting at and I really was happy
that she identified her blackness.
She has never, Beyonce has never
denied her blackness, but really
stated that she was black so there
was no question as to what she
was.”
Though others find music
and artists inspirational psychology teacher Ryan Berba doesn’t
live for music like everyone else.
“I don’t really listen to
music,” he said. “I mean I just
listen to whatever is playing on
Pandora.”

Academic Center highlights
T

he Academic Center
(AC) Winter Dance
2016 took place on Friday,
Feb. 29 at 6:30-9:30 p.m.
The soiree’, planned and
hosted by AC coordinator
Yonakish McGhee, took
place in the cafeteria, where
the moon’s light glimmered
through its floor-to-ceiling
glass windows. Nearly 60
7th and 8th graders came to
party.
It was an opportunity
for the students to put on
their fancy ensembles to
socialize, dine, dance, and
have fun.
Also, MPHS parents
took part in the occasion
and met MPHS staff members and other students. A
number of parents donated
food and beverages for the
party-goers and some even
chaperoned.
A portion of the proceeds
raised will fund a part of the
8th graders class t-shirts.
Then, last Friday, AC
students took part in visiting
DePaul University.
(DePaul photos courtesy
of Ms. Yonakish McGhee)

Winter Dance

Some of the best cars at last month’s Chicago Auto Show
included Italian automaker Alfa Romeo’s lineup. (Photo by
Shamia Charles)

By Shamia Charles

C

hicago hosted its
108th annual auto
show at the McCormick
Place last month, featuring
over 1,000 cars on display,
both domestic and foreign.
Although there were a lot
of beautiful cars for presentation,
nothing really caught my eye.
All of the cars I saw on
my visit were everyday cars like
Toyotas, Hondas, and Chevys.
There were plenty of luxury
cars looking as beautiful as ever,
but I wanted to see something
I’ve never seen before. I hoped
to see prototypes of future cars,
flying cars, something different
than the average SUV or midsized sedan, but was highly
disappointed when I didn’t see
any on display.
The only thing I can say
I got excited for was the food.
McCormick Place offered
a variety of delicious snacks
from churros to fudge, hot
dogs to gyros, and they even
offered champagne for the
adults. Of course, one can
expect the prices of these
foods to be ridiculously high
at an event like this, and that
person would not be wrong.
The price for one churro
was $4, and a gyro $8. I was
very disappointed that the
fudge cost $10, because it’s
one of my favorite treats. I
had to settle for an original
churro, and it was enough to
satisfy my sweet tooth.

Parallel to one of the
churro booths was the Land
Rover exhibit. The display was
arranged so that the cars made
a “V,” and each of the vehicles
were painted in all black attire.
Neighboring exhibits included
Maserati, Jaguar, and Cadillac.
Other luxury vehicle exhibits
nearby include Lexus, Audi,
BMW, Volvo, and Lincoln.
The Buick display was
crammed with show-goers,
most likely because they will
be giving away a 2016 Encore
to those who enter their giveaway. Obviously, you could
expect me to be one whose
entered the drawing.
The Encore is a compact
SUV with horsepower from 138
to 153 and miles per gallon 28
in the city to 34 on the highway.
Although it was an appealing vehicle, and I’m not
just saying that because I
hope to win it, by far, the most
attractive car in the whole
show was the 2016 MercedesBenz AMG GT S. Starting
at $130,000, this extravagant
vehicle is the type of car you
expect British secret agent
007 to drive. Although it is
small, and only seats two, it is
a sight for sore eyes. It offers
503 horsepower, and a zero to
60 acceleration of 3.7 seconds.
All in all, this year’s auto show
was a total fail to me.
From ridiculous food
prices to the lack of extraordinary cars, I did not enjoy my
time the way I hoped.

Jobs around today may
not exist in the future
Winter Dance

By Amber McKnight
and Kaylee Scholp

T

DePaul University

DePaul University

hink any job is safe and
will be around forever?
That’s what many taxi drivers
probably thought before Uber.
How about being a mail delivery
person? The days for those workers are numbered—who actually
gets a bill in the mail anymore?
Once upon a time, working
on a General Motors assembly
line in Detroit was a great job.
You could make enough money

to feed your family, pay bills,
and live comfortably. Now, those
decent jobs have disappeared
because they have been replaced
by robots.
According to the website
Business Insider, the top 10 jobs
that will last over the next 10
years will all be in the medical,
technical, law, economical, and
teaching fields because they will
likely continue to be needed.

Please turn to page 9 for

FUTURE WORK
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Pampered Pets Playground

Aaliyah Gray
and Andre Johnson

D

oes your pet make you
smile, laugh, mad, sad,
and even cry? Here are some pet
owners who love their animal
friends.
“Cody is the love of my
life,” senior Carrian Bell said
about her male Shih Tzu. Cody
is the fifth member of the of
their family named using the the
letter “C.”
Cody was added to the family after another pet got away.
“My dad lost my [other]
dog, so he brought another one,’’
she said.
Cody is small, white, and
fluffy, and is a good watchdog,
despite his size.
“Cody is crazy,” Bell said.
“He only barks at people who
are not our family.’’
Bell’s most memorable
moment with Cody is one time
when she was arguing with her
boyfriend, Cody started barking
at her him in an apparent effort
to protect her.
Another senior, Thalame
Byrd, has a female Huskie.
“I thought Trina would be a
special name to fit her,” Byrd said.
He said he would trade
shoes with Trina, because she
has a good life just like him, so
he wouldn’t mind being a dog
for a day.
“She’s loyal, she’s a confident
dog—I love her,” he said.
Angelia Harris has a male
Rottweiler that she’s had for
some time.
“Max has been my baby
for nine years now,” Harris said.
“He’s 230 pounds of fat and
muscle.”
Max is considered not so
much a pet but as a real family
member. Max is very huge, caring, loving, and sometimes mean,
Harris said.
“My most memorable moment is when I first got him—he
was so little and cute,” she said,
adding that it was his fur color

that caught her eye.
Although you’re not supposed to have a favorite, journalism teacher Keith Majeske
admitted that his American
Shorthair cat Cosmo is his, although he and his wife have two
other cats: Boots and Sugar.
“I never thought i’d be a
cat hoarder,” Majeske said. “I’ve
always had two, and then, there’s
a long story of why I have a third.
I rescued a stray cat that was near
death two years ago; I brought
it to a shelter, but later that day
decided I wanted it—however
the shelter said they had to keep
it two weeks to bring it back to
health. After two weeks, I went
to go get it, but they said they
‘couldn’t find it,’ suggesting it was
probably euthanized due to poor
health. I was determined to help
some unfortunate kitten, so my

wife and I looked around and
picked out Sugar to bring home.”
Majeske said that the only
problem he has with the cat is
that he sheds lots and lots of
hair, so much that his wife has to
vacuum everyday.
The journalism teacher admitted that he has always favored
cats, and that the he and his wife
treat them probably better than
most treat their own children.
“One of my previous cats,
Cody, was a diabetic, so my wife
and I—usually her— had to give
him insulin injections twice a day
everyday for around 10 years of
his life,” he said. “I even gave him
kidney dialysis treatment for the
last six months of his life. The
vet said he probably wouldn’t live
past 9 years old—we eventually
had to put him to sleep after 17
years.”
Senior Carrian Bell’s
Shih Tzu, “Cody.”

Angela Harris’
Rottweiler, “Max.”
Senior Thalame
Byrd’s Alaskan
Huskie, “Trina.”

Teacher Keith
Majeske’s American
Shorthair, “Cosmo.”

?

Do you have a pampered pet that you would
like to share with EMPEHI News readers? If so,
send a photo with information about your dog,
cat, mouse, rabbit--whatever--to empehinews@
gmail.com. You might be in the next issue!

‘CUPID’S DREAM’
Continued from page 5
The play coordinator was
also disappointed with those who
appeared not to know how to
behave.
“Their behavior did not
frustrate me because it was my
show, it frustrated me because
it was my kids’ show,” she
said. “We are trying to build
the program and raise money
to improve the theater itself,
and when people sneak in or

criticize that, it takes away from
all of us. It is very hard for me
to see students work so hard
on a performance, and when
they perform, their schoolmates
do not know how to watch a
performance.”
Being on stage alone can be
nerve-racking, especially with a
rowdy audience, but at least one
student didn’t let it get to her.
“I wasn’t nervous,” senior

performer Shontrell Ganier said.
“They clapped along during my
performance and stuff, so it was
cool.”
In fact, Thomas plans to use
the students’ apparent interest
in having an interactive performance in the future.
“I also plan to sponsor singalong shows,” she wrote, “because
the singers in the audience were
having fun.”

2 0 1 6

Students try to cope
with college costs
By Elexus Barrett
and Kaila Boyd

S

eniors are now trying
to figure out how they
will pay for college in the
coming school year, because
college has become very
expensive.
The College Board
recently published its annual
analysis for cost trends in
higher education. For 201516, college students were
expected to be charged, on
average, $19,548 for tuition,
fees, and room and board.

Private school costs leap to
$43,921 on average.
Although there are many
opportunities for scholarships,
grants, and financial aid, many
have to foot the expensive
bill through long-term loans.
According to the Institute for
College Access and Success, seven in 10 seniors (69
percent) who graduated from
public and non-profit colleges
in 2014 had student loan

Please turn to page 10 for

COPING WITH
COLLEGE COST

FUTURE WORK
Continued from page 8
In today’s world, job
opportunities related to
computers and programming
have skyrocketed. With pretty
much everything involving
physical labor being replaced
by machines, there is a need
for people to know how to
handle all the programs and
technicalities of it.
Many Americans, like
parent Sededra McKnight,
has gone through this experience a time ago. Not exactly
being replaced by a robot, but
coming to a realization of
what her career would be in
order to live a normal life.
In the time before computers, things had to get done
manually, so in order live life
with money coming in, she
had to give up her dream of
becoming an artist and be a
secretary—a career that was
popular and readily available
at the time.
One area that is expected
to have plenty of employment
opportunities in the near
future is healthcare, according
to the government’s Bureau
of Labor Statistics (BLS) in a
September 2014 press release.
“Healthcare support
occupations and healthcare
practitioners and technical
occupations are projected to
be the two fastest growing occupational groups during the
2014 to 2024 projections decade,” the press release reads.
“These groups are projected to
contribute the most new jobs,
with a combined increase of
2.3 million in employment,
representing about 1 in 4 new
jobs.”
Other well-paying jobs
that will need workers, according to the BLS data,
include dental hygienists
(median annual salary of
$68,250, job growth of 38
percent), computer system

analysts (median annual salary
of $77,740, job growth of 22
percent), and civil engineers
(median annual salary of
$77,650, job growth of 24
percent).
One area the BLS indicates will suffer significant
job losses is with the federal
government. Over the next
decade, statistics suggest that
government jobs will disappear by nearly 15 percent.
Teens today are getting a
first look at jobs opening and
closing to them because of the
economy and how the times
have changed over time. Many
have a plan of what they want
to do, but the question is will
those jobs be available in the
future?
The younger part of
this generation still has high
hopes in having their dream
job like freshman Decarrius
Chappman.
“I plan on becoming a
sports analyst if I don’t make
it to the MLB because I like
playing baseball,” he said.
Others like junior Alyssa
Cheeks has a more realistic
idea.
“I plan on going to college in the fall of 2017 going
into the field of psychology
and maybe going into the
medicine field,” she said. “My
plan B is probably [to] be
either [an] elementary or high
school counselor and go from
there.”
As well as Cheeks, senior
Kamari Moore knows the
importance of lasting job
and has chosen her “back-up
plan” career to be in computer
technology.
“That’s a job that would
stay for a while because not
only is computers something
of today’s world, they’ll also
never stop getting better,” she
said.
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COPING WITH COLLEGE COST
Continued from page 9
debt, with an average of $28,950
per borrower.
As graduation is soon approaching, seniors are now trying
to find ways to pay for college. If
you’re finishing up your senior
of high school you’ve got an
exciting, fun, and stressful 12
months ahead of you. These next
couple of months will prove to be
stressful and you will need to get
on top of how you will pay for
college.
“I do think people should be
worried about the price of college
because no one wants to start
their life in debt,” senior Shamia
Charles said. “It’s best to get as
much free money as possible.”
High school seniors have
more college scholarship opportunities than any other students,
yet seniors have to take advantage of their summer to continue
to apply and manage college
scholarships and college funding.
“My advice for upcoming seniors paying for college is to not
wait. Free money runs out and
most of the time, it’s on a first
come first serve basis,” Charles

said. “Students should had been
prepared to apply for and send in
their FAFSA application as soon
as it was available.”
Many seniors don’t understand the severity and seriousness
of how important it is to know
how they will pay for college. The
average college student’s debt is
$23,700, and the average student
loan payment is $432 per month,
according to reports.
“I never had a full understanding of how much college
would cost until now, and it’s
pretty scary,” senior Jasmine
McGruder said.
Some students get accepted
into college and become excited
for the college lifestyle, but then
they forget about how they will
pay for the cost of the college
lifestyle.
“College is very expensive
and there are plenty of cases
where students have been kicked
out because [their] tuition wasn’t
paid,” senior Jadia Holloway said.
Some seniors have already
faced the reality that they have to
come with their upcoming col-

SECTIONAL CHAMPS
Continued from page 12
dolyn Brooks, 82-49. Deja
Cage put up 21 points, while
Harden had 20 points.
It appears that the Lady
Mustangs’ tough loss to the
Whitney Young Dolphins-the fourth straight Public
League title match-up-sparked a resurgence in the
team, as they have since gone
on to trash their opponents by
margins of 59 points (81-22,
Chicago High School for
Agricultural Sciences) and 33
in the Regional bout.
In the city championship,
the team was behind most of
the game, eventually losing to
the 4A, 11-time (in the last 12

years) Public League champion Dolphins, 69-50.
Since 2000, the girls
have collected seven Regional
plaques: ‘02-’03 (AA), ‘09-’10
(4A), and then four straight
from the ‘10-’11 through the
‘13-’14 campaigns.
The girls took on Bogan’s
Lady Bengals on Monday
(after press time) at Gwendolyn Brooks College Prep
in the state Super-Sectionals.
The winner will go onto the
IHSA semifinals on Friday
at Redbird Arena in Normal,
Illinois at 1:45 p.m. The state
title game is scheduled for this
Saturday afternoon in Normal.

lege lifestyle.
“College is really expensive and you have to be serious
about approaching it,” senior
Tiger Dickerson said. “If you
don’t get a full ride you’re paying out of pocket, so don’t pick
the most expensive school and
fill out as many scholarships
that you can to cut the cost
down, and don’t go to college
for one year just to party or experience the college life because
you will be paying that money
back regardless if you left with

a degree or not. It goes beyond
tuition you have to think about
basic necessities you need,
clothing, transportation and
other factors.”
These type of things should
not put stress and anxiety on
seniors, because this is a reality, and students need to begin
planning out the process. Student
loans are the most common form
of increasing debt among 18 to
24 year-olds.
“I feel that you should worry
to a certain extent,’’ McGruder

said. “Don’t pull your hair out
about it because there are ways
to pay for college,but still don’t
bite off more than you can chew
because you will be on the street
if they don’t get their money.”
For seniors one way to find a
lot of scholarships is to go online
and search for colleges.
“Collegeboard.com, College
Greenlight, Fastweb, and ScholarshipPoints are good websites
for scholarships,” senior Dominique Young said.

Bears, fans recall Super Bowl
victory 30 long years ago
By Katrick Duo

A

nother Super Bowl
has passed, and yet
again, it didn’t include the
Chicago Bears.
It’s been 30 years since
the Chicago Bears won the
Super Bowl; the chances of
another championship is very
slim, and the thought of a
repeat is far from fans’ minds.
Part of this year’s 30th
anniversary of the team’s win
includes ESPN’s latest 30
for 30 documentary, which
focuses on the legendary 1985
Super Bowl XX champion
Bears, debuted on ESPN in
early February.
The film, entitled “The
‘85 Bears,” featured a unique
and in-depth look at the
famed team, beginning just
before Mike Ditka was hired
as coach in 1982 through
the present-day health issues
affecting former quarterback
Jim McMahon.
As many NFL fans know,
the best season of the team’s
franchise are the ’85 Bears.
Under Coach Ditka, the team

won a franchise record of a 15-1
record, 21-0 divisional playoffs
win against the Giants, 24-0
win in NFC championship win
against the Rams, to go on to
cruise to a 46-10 score against
the Patriots in Super Bowl XX.
One super fan and former
season ticket holder, technology teacher John Genell, fondly
recalls the memorable season.
“My best memories of that
’85 Bears team was the defense,”
he said. “They were so tough and
ferocious. Their opponents would
have a run success a couple times,
and they would adjust with the
structure of their defensive line
and that’s when they became unbeatable because the offense fed
off their ball-hawking defense
to pour on the points. I think
everybody started to get the
46-defense, it was named after
Doug Plank from the Bears; he
was number 46.”
Four players from that
team have been inducted to the
Pro Football Hall of Famer:
RB Walter Payton, and three
defensive players, including Dan
Hampton, Mike Singletary, and
Super Bowl XX MVP Richard

Dent.
But like the saying goes,
all good things comes to an
end. After that historic season
with arguably the greatest defense and the greatest running
back of all time in Payton, da
Bears failed to repeat a backto-back title, much less return
to a Super Bowl until 2006.
It’s difficult to make
much of a comparison to that
team, which many experts
consider one of the top three
teams to have ever played the
game, to that of the current
Bears.
“The 2015-16 Bears
were not very good,” English
teacher Gerald Winston said.
“Although they played hard
on the defense, it could not be
compared to the ’85 Bears.”
Teacher Gerald Winston. “If
I could take anything away
from the ’85 Bears and give it
to the present Bears team is
the [junkyard] dog mentality
where you really play like you
want to hurt somebody, you
don’t want a quarterback to
finish the game, that’s what
we need.”

Baseball ready to rise to IHSA, city challenges
By Darrielle Whitaker
and Tytiana Coats

B

aseball season gets underway later this month
and there is plenty of excitement building, thanks to recent
successes that include last year’s
IHSA Regional title and fourth
place finish overall, and the 2014
Public League championship victory—the first in school history.
Head coach Ernest Radcliffe
said that he and the team has
worked hard on improving.
“Our team is looking outstanding,” he said. “Our weight
training and our speeding conditioning has been a big improvement to the transformation of
our team.”
A big challenge for high

school teams is player continuity, but this year’s group appears
mainly the same from last season.
“We have 14 students
returning back to the team,”
Radcliffe said. “These young men
been together for all four years.”
Team members have said
that baseball is the sport that
they love and they’ve been playing since they were kids and now
they’re ready to show their talent.
“Baseball is special to me
because it’s basically been in my
life forever,” said Kyell Alexander, a second base and outfield
player. “So playing it as a little
kid, it’s just been my life every
since.”
Although the coach has
strong confidence in his squad,
predicting both a city and state

ring, it will take player commitment.
“We need to listen more,”
Alexander said. “There’s a lot of
stuff we need to work on, it’s not
really one in general.”
On the other hand, teammates said that they need to
work on more important things
as far as being in the game.
“We need work on pitching,”
Byrd said. “The more pitchers in
the rotation, always the better.
More arms the better.”
Speaking of pitching, one
new player on the team, Nelson
Velasquez, has taken on that
role and is looking forward to
becoming an important part of
the Mustang team, despite how
hard it can be.
“So far there has been many

challenges for me,” he said, “having to wake up at 4:45 [a.m.]
to practice at six is a struggle
everyday. Also, there’s some controversy with teammates because
I am new, meaning they do not
yet know what I am capable of,
so that doesn’t make it easy. Also
being new means I have to come
in and earn a spot on the team
and prove to my teammates and
coaches what I am capable of
doing.”
Student and athlete Stevlon Warren said that he expects
nothing but the best for their
team and anything is possible
this season for them.
“I’m excited to see what we
have approaching us this year,”
he said. “I expect the unexpected;
nothing will surprise us this year.”

Practice has been looking
great as well, according to the
team members and coaches. It
plays a big part in this sport and
it takes a lot of hard work.
“[Practice] just gives you
more reps for the game, so in
the game it’ll just be natural and
you’ll be ready,” Alexander said.
The team will kick of the
season with their first home
game against Corliss High
School on Wednesday, March 23,
2016.
“I’m just ready to get the
season started,” Byrd said. “It’s
time for our sport to shine and
for us to start and continue to
claim our winnings on games
this season. We’ve become better
than last year and I expect nothing but the best.”
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Dominating Warriors are team to beat in NBA
Koi Lacey
and Tariq Harding

T

he time all National
Basketball Association
fans are looking forward to,
the NBA championship game,
is drawing near as the regular
season winds down next month
on April 15. Will the Golden
State Warriors be defeated or
will they be the team taking
home another ring? Will the old
time San Antonio Spurs knock
them out or the new and young
Oklahoma City Thunder? Who
will it be?
Many NBA fans are expecting the Warriors to win for the
second consecutive year, while
they are the hottest team in the
league with the jaw-dropping record of 52-5 (as of February 27).

Boys
track
has
high
hopes
By Gregory Howell
and Kameryn Kuntu

T

he boys varsity track
team has been standing out so far this season,
placing first overall in their
first three track meets. The
boys have had a solid team for
the past three years with many

“Golden State is the team
that’s going to win the NBA
championship, and I know that
for a fact,” senior varsity basketball player Charles Moore said.
“They have a really deep team
and they have one of the hardest
players to stop: Stephen Curry.”
The Warriors are knocking
down records posted two decades
ago, most recently becoming the
fastest team in NBA history to
reach 50 wins in a season in what
was just their 55th game. With
the win over the Atlanta Hawks
last month, they surpassed the
previous 50-win mark set by
the 1995-96 Chicago Bulls (56
games).
They are also on pace to
break the best record of all time
held by the 1995-1996 Bulls
team who was 72-10. To reach

73 wins they can lose no more
than 4 more games.
“They are the best NBA
team of all time, and they are going to prove that by breaking the
record,” senior varsity baseball
player Brian Brantley said.
In the Eastern Conference,
the Cleveland Cavaliers are the
heavy favor for NBA fans.
“Cleveland is coming out
of the East, nobody in the East
are on their level,” Brantley said.”
Who’s going to stop them? The
Heat? The Raptors? The Celtics?
No, not any of them.”
Despite the fact that the
Cavs have fired their head coach
David Blatt, putting Tyronn Lue
in charge, they still have the best
record in the conference, 41-16.
However, not everyone is
a Splash Brothers fan, includ-

achievements, including back-toback Public League runner-up
titles, but this year the boys are
looking to take it all the way.
Although no boys track
team has won a state title, they
have had athletes consistently
qualify downstate for the past
three years, including team
captains Xavier Taylor, Kendell
Joiner, and Gregory Howell.
On February 19 at Evanston Township High School,
the boys qualified for the IHSA
Indoor State Championship
and also the Proviso East Invite
Meet at Proviso West High
School.
The top performances were
the varsity 4x2,4x4, 4x8,55 meter
dash, triple jump, long jump and
high jump. All of these events
really stood out and are where
the boys are looking to get the
majority of their points downstate.
Once the meet was over, the
captains were asked individually

how they thought they could
help their team to do better.
“The way I can influence
my team and motivate them is
to show them that track is fun,
and with the team we have,
we can win a state championship which every team wants,”
Taylor said.
Joiner said that he supports
his team by being a runner that
works hard all of the time “…
by being a role model, not just at
track meets, but also in practice.”
Head coach Ryan Berba has
strong confidence in this year’s
group of runners, who practice
late after school, despite the
recent cold and snow.
“I think that our team is the
best in the city,” he said, “and with
the athletes that we have and the
achievements and experience that
they bring to the table, we have
no choice but to win our sectional
and compete in state. The boys
have worked hard and you can tell
that they’re goals are set high.”

ing NBA superfan and English
teacher Gerald Winston.
“Everyone expects Golden
State to win, but they aren’t,”
Winston predicts. “The Spurs are
going to take this one. They have
the defense to shut them down,
they don’t go hard in the regular
season because they’re old. Kawhi
Leonard can guard two people
that’s how cold he is. The Warriors won’t stand a chance.”
Even though the Cavs,
Warriors, and Spurs are the “fan
fav” teams, the Oklahoma City
Thunder are on their way to
destruction, too.
“I think OKC, come playoff
time, will give the Warriors some
trouble,” varsity assistant coach
Christian Hopkins said. “The
Warriors are still going to win
it all, but OKC might stand in

their way of that.”
There are other fans who
believe the Warriors, with their
outstanding record, won’t even
win the championship.
“OKC will win it all because
can’t nobody stop the famous duo
Russell Westbrook and Kevin
Durant,” Brantley said. “The
Warriors might stand in their
way of winning, but that’s the
only team.”
It shall be a very interesting
ending. NBA fans should buckle
up for the ride.
“I am ready for the NBA
championship game this year,”
senior Brandon Piper said. “I
believe it will be exciting to watch
the playoffs this year because honestly I don’t know who will win it
all, even the Raptors are looking
good. It’s tough this year.”

Senior track athlete Xavier Taylor finishes a long jump event
at a track and field competition last month. (Photo by Brandon Taylor)

SIGNING DAY
Continued from page 12
ell Austin, Darien Campbell,
Chester Shipp, Jordan Wilson,
and Jonathan McKinney) all
signed with Quincy University.
It appears that the private
liberal arts Catholic university
southwest of Chicago near the
Missouri border is becoming
EMPEHI West, as five seniors
committed last year.
National Signing Day is
held all over the United States on
the first Wednesday of February
(Wed., Feb. 3); this consists of
young men verbally committing to a college of their choice,
and taking a picture afterwards.
The high school senior signs a
“National Letter of Intent” for
college football that is a member
of the United States National
Collegiate Athletic Association.
Some felt overwhelmed by
the day’s event, but joyful with

their choice.
“I felt as though the school
was a good pick for me, and
somewhere I can play and win,”
Joiner, a senior who picked
Quincy as his choice.
He explained that if he was
to fulfill his cornerback position
at this university, and do well, he
hopes to make it to the professional level.
A lot of seniors felt as
though their football season
could have been much better, due
to the fact in November their
season suddenly ended.
Alsup said that he loves his
choice of college: McKendree
University in Lebanon, Illinois.
“The coaching staff, the
game plan they have for me
when I arrive, and their interest
in me, [led to his decision],” he
said.

He feels he has made his
mark on his senior year at Morgan Park and plans to go professional after three years of college.
Parents have been a big
helping hand along the way. The
word “proud” doesn’t come close
to the amount of happiness the
parents feel for their sons as they
take on their future.
“The school itself is actually the best fit for me,” Howell,
another senior said.
Some seniors would think
twice about staying home, but he
didn’t, as Robert Morris University, in the heart of downtown
Chicago, was his choice of college.
“Everyone knows I love
track, but football is my passion,”
he said. “I plan to do both.”
A lot students pick a school
because of how many games they
won, or money they expect to get,

but Howell claimed to feel “comfortable” at the university than
any other offer he received.
“Staying motivated, and dedicated,” is what senior Jordan said
will help him to further his football career at Georgia Prep Sports
Academy. He felt this school was
the best decision for him and his
family. Jordan thanks God and his
family for this opportunity.
Head coach Terry Atkins
was very proud of his players and
the college decisions they made.
He feels like he did a good job
with his boys and can’t wait to
see how far they make it in the
future.
“I feel the student athletes,
overall made some really good
decisions,” Atkins said. “They
did a lot of research and they
talked it over with their families.
I’m pleased with their decisions

and I think they all chose great
schools.”
Linebacker Sean Williams
will be committing to Eastern Illinois University. He was selected
to play in the 41st annual Illinois
High School Coaches Association/Shrine High School AllStar Football game on June 8,
2016. Williams became the first
Chicago Public League player
selected in over two decades.
Coach Atkins is still waiting on a few players including
seniors Kameryn Kuntu, Xavier
Taylor, and two other offensive/
defensive linemen to select their
college of choice. A decision is
expected by the end of March.
“I’m just looking for the best
school that fits my style of play the
best,” wide receiver Kuntu said,
“so that I can go right into a great
position for me and my family.”
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T

he Lady Mustangs
have roared back after a
disappointing loss in the Public
League title game, winning the
IHSA Class 3A Regional title,
then followed that up with the
Sectional crown--for the first
time in school history.
The No. 2-ranked girls
earned the wood and metal Sectional plaque after beating Rich
East High School in Peotone,
68-66. Scoring was led by Destiny Harden with 28 points and
Gabrielle Cooper with 16 points.
The lead changed hands numerous times during the game,
with Morgan Park leading 23-22
after the 1st quarter, then Rich
East led 40-36 at the half, but
then the Lady Mustangs led 5351 after the third before finally
taking the W at the buzzer.
Before that, MP won the
Regional title, thrashing Gwen-

Please turn to page 11 for

SECTIONAL
CHAMPS

The Lady Mustangs celebrate their IHSA Class 3A Sectional title, the first one in the school’s 100year history, after beating Rich East High School in Peotone, 68-66. The girls won the Regional title
after a win over Gwendolyn Brooks, 82-49. (Source: Twitter)

Sought-after
Mustangs commit
on signing day

Mustangs gear-up
for state title return

Eight senior Mustang football players sign commitment papers during a special ceremony
in Blackwelder Hall on National Signing Day (Wed., Feb. 3).

Kamari Moore
and Kiara Mason

T

here comes a time
every year when many
of the young men of Morgan
Park commit to a college of
their choice. Football has been
the driving force in their lives
for the last four years of high
school.

“Faith, family, football” is
what a lot of high school football
players live by, even professional
athletes do also. Without those
three words, some of our boys
wouldn’t know what football
means to them. Football keeps
many boys off of the Chicago
streets, and provides an outlet
from anger and channels something positive.

Eight Mustangs signed
commitments with various
colleges, including seniors
Antonio Alsup (McKendree
University), Gregory Howell
Robert Morris University),
and Kendell Joiner (Quincy
University). Five more (Tren-

Please turn to page 11 for

SIGNING DAY

Senior point guard Charlie Moore fires off a 3-pointer to
tie Simeon, 68-68, late in the fourth quarter during the
Public League semifinal at Quest Multisport last month.
The Mustangs lost 74-72, sending them back to the IHSA
Class 3A playoffs. The team was scheduled (at press time)
to host the Regional semifinal game at Julian High School,
against either Julian or Noble Street Charter, yesterday at
7 p.m. The winner will compete in the Regional final on
Friday night at Julian (7 p.m.). (Photo by Jonathan Thompson)

