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Students, staff
mourn loss of
Raevonte Anderson
By Destinee Owens
and Kiah Nason

S c h o o l

tudents and staff suffered the tragic loss of
a freshman baseball and basketball player after he passed
away unexpectedly in his sleep
last month.
Head baseball coach Ernest Radcliffe recounted what
he has been told regarding
what happened to Ravontae
“Ray Ray” Anderson.
“His mother was saying
that Ray Ray would get up

Please turn to page 4 for
Students wrote messages and personal memories of Raevonte “Ray Ray” Anderson on a posterboard adorned with photos
that hangs in the cafeteria. (Photo by Kiah Nason)
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New homecoming
dance date
appears settled
By Leah Pepper
and Braijon Carter

T

S

RAY RAY
REMEMBERED

Mustangs win
homecoming
game with
special halftime

here’s been a lot of
speculation about
where, when, how and if there
would be a homecoming
dance to replace the one that
was cancelled in October, but
the event sponsor has set a
new date and a new location.
The rescheduled homecoming dance is expected to
be held on Saturday, Nov. 19
at the Crystal Light Banquet
Hall on 84th and Cicero. As
of this printing, the approval
process for the large event,
that must go through various offices of Chicago Public
Schools (CPS), was still underway. However, confidence
was high that the dance will

be held as scheduled.
Tickets are expected to
cost $25 per person and will
be sold in the library through
Student Council sponsor
Kandice Morgan. Special
guest DJ MikeP is likely to
perform.
For this dance, there may
be the unique opportunity for
MP students who attend to
also bring a visiting guest.
“It depends on the number of students that purchase
tickets first,” Morgan said.
“Then after we have sold
to our students for like a

Please turn to page 3 for
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Last minute agreement
averts teachers strike

Union, board agree
to tentative agreement
Chicago Teachers Union members were
sent copies of a
summary of the
2016-2019 Tentative Agreement
that highlight
what officials
regard as
wins for
their
membership.

By Kyren Mason
and Natasha Rivers

M

uch to the relief of
many, the Chicago
Teachers Union (CTU) and
Chicago Board of Education
officials negotiated until the
very last minute last month,
finally hammering out a new
contract for teachers.
Union and Board officials
finalized a tentative agreement
minutes before the Monday,
October 10 midnight deadline,
eliminating a long-threatened
strike that could have erupted on
Tuesday, Oct. 11. Teachers had
been working without a contract
since the 2012-2015 CTU Contract expired 16 months ago.
As of this printing, the new
2016-2019 contract had yet to
be officially ratified by union
membership, it appeared likely
to pass after the CTU House of

Delegates voted to approve the
tentative pact during a meeting on
Wednesday, Oct. 19. After a delay,
membership voting was expected
to begin this past Monday.
For ratification, teachers
must approve the agreement by
a simply majority; if not, union
and board officials would have to
return to the negotiating table.
According to CTU associate delegate and English teacher
Gerald Winston, if teachers’
needs weren’t met, they were
ready to strike again, as they did
in 2012, if necessary.
“Nobody wants to strike,”
Winston said. “We only do it
when we don’t get our way. We’re
like spoiled kids, you know; you
don’t give us this, we’re going
to pout, but they gave us what
we wanted…[a] strike, it’s a last
resort.”
Perhaps the specter of a
sea of red shirts blocking city

streets in the heart of Chicago’s
downtown during the seven-day
CTU strike in mid-Sept. 2012
helped to motivate Board officials to soften their position on
a number of key issues that led to
the nearly two-year long impasse,
including the pension pick-up.
The biggest obstacle between
the two sides was that CPS
said they weren’t going to pay
the teachers’ portion of their
retirement pension payment
contribution anymore. Since a
contract ratified in 1981–35 years
ago—7 percentage points of the
9 percent pension contribution
required for teachers has been
paid by the Board of Education.
While it seemed to be a
nonnegotiable, the two sides bent

Please turn to page 5 for
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The more you give,
the more you get
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By Arionna Moss

H

ed

ow would you feel if
you could not pay your
phone bill? How would you feel
if you could not buy any new
clothes?
In reality, many people do
not have the money to afford a
phone nor clothing. There are
people in this world today that
do not even receive half of the
basic living requirements that
we do: clean water, fresh food,
a proper education, and many
other necessities.
Students and faculty should
participate in a school-wide
food and clothes drive to give
back to the less fortunate because not everyone is as spoiled
as we are.
People should give more
and appreciate what they do
have instead of being selfish and
judgemental towards the underprivileged.
For one thing, adults are not
the only people that experience

homelessness.
During the 2012-13 school
year, 2,512 students attending
Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
identified as homeless and living
without a parent or guardian,
according to allchicago.org.
Although this information
is somber and disheartening,
CPS still has not held a regular
food or clothes drive, typically
it’s left to individual schools and
organization.
During the 2015-16 school
year, 18,831 students attending
CPS identified as homeless, according to chicagohomeless.org.
Clearly, there’s a huge
need to help the less fortunate
because it could be a person
sitting right next to you. The
entire purpose of having a parent or a guardian is to provide
children with a roof over their
heads, food in their mouths and
clothes on their backs. However,
these adolescents do not have
the privilege of having a caretaker, let alone one to
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complain about.
Likewise, little support at
home, if any children have a
place to call home, often results
in lower success rates.
“Seventy-five percent of
homeless or runaway youth
have dropped out or will drop
out of school,” according to a
report by The National Conference of State Legislatures.
The main reason for underprivileged adolescents to defer
their education is because of
a limited shelter time frame.
Many homeless youth have to
relocate which causes them
to move further away from
schools, thus causing them to
either transfer or cease their
schooling.
Additionally, many homeless
children who are forced to sacrifice themselves are sometimes
physically or mentally abused.
“More than one-third of
homeless youth engage in survival sex (when sex is exchanged
for money, shelter, food or other
basic needs),” according to allchicago.org.
Not only are they fending
for themselves, they are putting
their health in harm’s way.
“Homeless youth are 7 times
as likely to die from AIDS and
16 times as likely to be diagnosed
with HIV as the general youth
population,” according to the
National Network for Youth,
a public education and policy
advocacy organization.
The problem with this
statistic is the unnerving disturbance that not only do civilians
realize that this goes on, they
also choose to ignore the fact
that children are selling their
bodies and practically prostituting merely for enough food and
water for a day.
People are so selfish and
prejudiced, they choose to
dramatize every measly situation such as not have the newest
Rihanna Puma Creepers or a
Moncler coat, and the truth is
it’s pitiful to be aware of this
issue and wanting to help, but
not having people to support or
contribute to events like food
and clothes drives.
Ultimately, people are going
to have to stop being so pathetic
and face reality because our lives
are not as drastic as they seem;
homeless youth suffer way worse
and nobody’s uplifts them. Often
time adults don’t donate to their
favorite charity unless they can
write it off on their taxes, and
Morgan Park students don’t
participate in donations unless
they’re afforded a pizza party.
Giving back should not be
about what will we get in return,
but rather how appreciative the
youth will be to understand that
nobody has given up on them
and we never will.

news briefs
ONEGOAL NEWS
This is the school’s second year offering the OneGoal program;
one is taught by English teacher Yonakish McGhee (for juniors),
while the other is taught by social science teacher Jonte Reynolds
(for seniors). The expectation is for students to develop the skills
that will help them, known as “Fellows,” increase their GPA and
college entrance exam scores, which in turn increase acceptance
rates into more selective post-secondary schools. S
 tudents also
identify seven best-fit colleges and build leadership principles.

Fourth period OneGoal students: (kneeling) Tahnia Love
and Teandra Jackson; (standing) Justin Keys, Anthony
Davis, Ke’Niyah Chisdter, Tasia Smith, Jabrea Israel, Jakari
Barnes, Rodney Ingram, and Kourtney Anderson. (Photo
provided by Ms. McGhee)

ACADEMIC CENTER NEWS
The Academic Center student went on a field trip to the
Garfield Park Conservatory on Wednesday, Oct, 19. The trip
was coordinated by counselor Rosalind Scaife and Assistant
Principal Rochelle Bryant. More than half of the AC students
participated. While at the conservatory, students engaged in a
a scavenger hunt; they were sent off into groups to find natural
ingredients that are used in everyday products. The purpose of
the trip was to expose students to horticulture. Students learned
that most plants grow in warm, moist climates, and that there
are over 300,000 species of plants.

Academic Center students pose outside of the Garfield
Park Conservatory during a field trip held in October, during the morning portion of the PSAT and other testing administered to high school-level students. Front row: Lynsey
Smith, Tyra Spears, Symone Stokes, Miguel Russell, and
Jamie Russell; back row: Eugene Sledge, Symone Stokes,
Kejaha Shelton, and Nesean Smith.

STAFF NEWS
Support staff member Robert
Palmer participated in his sixth
Chicago Marathon last month. He
trained since March, dropping 25
pounds. His goal was to finish the
race. The marathon is 26.2 miles;
his time was 11 hours. Next year,
I will run a couple half marathons
to tune up for my 7th Chicago
Marathon in 2017. I want to run
my best one time wise next year.
Also being a vegan, he eats healthy,
running about 8 1/4 miles or so a
few times a week, and drinking a
gallon of water a day.
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Principal
signs new
four-year
contract

Principal Carolyn Epps, PhD, poses with IB students
Po’et Muhammad, Joshua Thomas, Richard Rhoden, and
Q’Rashanay Clay near the Mustang statue.

T

he Local School
Council (LSC) voted
unanimously to renew Dr.
Carolyn Epps’ principalship
contract, which she accepted
during last month’s Wednesday meeting.
Dr. Epps said that she
was “ecstatic” upon being
renewed by the council.

“I see the academic
achievement improving, and
our IB wall-to-wall program getting even stronger
as more teachers are getting
more training and becoming

Please turn to page 6 for
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Language students treated
to Spanish culture field trip

Above: Colorfully-costumed flamenco dancers perform during a field trip for students taking Spanish language classes last month. At right: Spanish
language students pose for a photo on the steps
outside the Museum of Science and Industry.
(Photo provided by Ms. Arthur)

W

orld language teachers
Christina Arthur and
Louise Miazga took 70 students
from Level 1 to Diploma Programme (DP) Spanish classes
to see performances of Latin
American dancing earlier last
month at the Museum of Science and Industry.
Students got the opportunity
to listen to native speakers from
Argentina, Colombia, Spain,

Puerto Rico, Mexico others during a field trip on Thursday, Oct.
20. The students had the opportunity to see live dancers perform
original dances from Argentina,
Brazil, Mexico, Puerto Rico,
Spain, and Dominican Republic.
They also experienced a
lesson in the rich history and
culture from each country. Some
students also got to get on stage
and dance. The dance company

even sang happy birthday to
student Janelle Mason.
The purpose of the unique
trip was to expose students to
Spanish dialects and culture.
Teachers hoped that students
would connect to language and
culture by being exposed outside
the classroom in an interactive manner. Both Miazga and
Arthur hope to make this an
annual trip.

New Spirit Week
in the works

But now, with the new
dance, a new school spirit week
is also planned, and the days will
be changed up a bit, according
to Morgan. Some new themes
awaiting approval from the principal, Dr. Carolyn Epps, include
Gender Bender Day, Nike vs.
Adidas Day, Celebrity Day, and
even a PJ Day.

NEW DATE, LOCATION ANNOUNCED
Continued from page 1
week, then we will sell tickets to
guests.”
The Zhou B Art Center, the
original homecoming location,
wasn’t available through any of
the dates offered for the upcoming event, so Morgan had
to scramble to find a suitable
spot—however, the Crystal
Light facility is significantly
smaller. The art center could
accommodate upwards of 700
guests, while Crystal Light can
only hold 300.

Many contributing factors
led to postponement
Even though the banquet
hall is much smaller, time will
tell if this dance will meet the
room’s capacity. An attendance
mandate is still in place—which
many students failed to make—
and likely contributed to the low
ticket sales the first time they
were offered for the October
dance. This may, once again, lead
to low sales which will effectively
kill this dance, too.
Last month, a three-tardy
maximum rule was enforced as
a consequence to those students
who didn’t stay on top of coming
to school on time.
“I feel like the rule [was]
unfair, because it’s not always
the students’ fault that they’re
tardy to school,” junior Precious
Branch said.

But it wasn’t just poor
student attendance that led to
the first dance being called off,
according to the sponsor.
“[It was cancelled because
of ] the uncertainties of the
teacher strike that was looming
over us, as well as low ticket sales,
as well as the fire alarm being
pulled Friday [Oct. 7], and the
fights that took place during that
time,” Morgan said. “Once we
reentered the building [on that
Friday], we just thought it would
be better to not do it during the
[following] week because there
was a lot going on and to postpone it for a later time.”
Some seniors feel that they
were penalized for the awful behavior that they blame primarily
on the underclassmen.
“I feel disappointed in
them postponing homecoming,
because I feel like seniors should
be able to have their last homecoming,” senior Angela Coleman
said. “Whatever was going on
[that Friday] shouldn’t be put
against us.”
Students were also upset
and threatened not to show up
to the first dance because of the
possibility of it being held in the
school gyms.
“Morgan Park has over
1,400 students and we have three
gyms,” senior Tamera Pickens
said. “Where were all the kids

going to fit? We expected a better
venue like the Sabre Room.”

Some homecoming events
went on as planned
Since the dance was withdrawn, the pep rally which is
traditionally held in the auditorium just before the homecoming
game was also scrapped, and is
not planned to be rescheduled as
the football team has already entered the IHSA post-season series. The Mustangs did, however,
beat the Hubbard Greyhounds,
12-6, for their homecoming
victory.
The festive halftime show
also went on as planned, featuring the Marching Band, Emeralds, and cheerleaders, plus
numerous spirited alumni. A
smaller homecoming court was
also announced and crowned, but
not being introduced at the annual dance is something that this
year’s queen sorely missed.
“I’m disappointed,” senior
Q’rashanay Clay said. “I’ve been
waiting for this moment since
freshman year. I love being active around the school and running for things, so to become
homecoming queen meant a
lot to me. Knowing that it may
not be a dance is breathtaking because I won’t be able to
celebrate a special moment in
my senior year.”

Spirit Week, which was held
the week of Oct. 10, appeared to
fall flat with the dance cancellation, and, perhaps, the traditional
themed days, such as Twin Day.
“We have the same Spirit
Week activities each year and it gets
old,” senior Gabriel Sanders said.

Dorothy Connie
Day held Monday
to celebrate
cancer survivors
By Avian Griffin

E

very year at the end of
October, the school’s
librarian plans an observance
to bring awareness to a serious
disease: breast cancer.
Dorothy Connie Day/
Breast Cancer Awareness Day
was to be held on Monday,
Halloween. Hopefully this day
will make more people aware of
breast cancer and it’s risks. It’s
hoped that those who partici-

pate in this day wear something
pink to show their support.
Librarian and Student
Council sponsor Kandice
Morgan started this event
to bring more awareness to
breast cancer. Because of her,
a lot of people have become

Please turn to page 5 for
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Juniors take on new
college readiness test
By Karrion Calvin
and Perriel Ballard

J

unior-level students
took the Preliminary
Scholastic Assessment Test
(PSAT) for the first time last
month in an effort to see what
academic skills they have, and
what they need to improve
upon for the actual test administered in the spring.
Division teachers administered the approximately
four-hour long College Board
PSAT to their juniors on
Wednesday, Oct. 12, while
freshman and sophomore
classes took a different
standardized test (NSMQT),
seniors attended a lengthy
meeting in the auditorium,
and Academic Center stu-

dents took part in a field trip.
This was the first experience
with the PSAT since Illinois
government officials replaced the
former test, the PSAE and ACT
last winter. Illinois State Board
of Education (ISBE) announced
the new exam to be administered to public school students
statewide in February, after the
College Board won a three-year,
$14.3 million bid in late 2015.
Apparently Illinois government officials switched the tests
from ACT to the SAT for both
financial and educational reasons.
“The state of Illinois put the
contract for state testing out to bid,
and SAT came in with a cheaper
price than the ACT, and the SAT
also makes the claim that it is
more align with the common core
standards,” Moore said.

good score,
bad score
T

he new SAT is based on a 1600-point scale, with
two sections—Math and Evidence-Based Reading
and Writing—scored between 200 and 800, and the optional
essay evaluated separately.
There is no penalty for wrong answers, so your raw score
is the sum of the number of questions you answer correctly.
Raw scores are converted to scaled scores, which are used to
determine percentile ranks. The percentile indicates how well
you did compared to other test takers.
For example, if you score in the 72nd percentile, you did
better than 72 percent of test takers.
What does this mean for you? Here’s what you need to
know about your SAT score:

Best scores

EVIDENCE-BASED READING
AND WRITING: 660 – 800
MATH: 680 – 800

Competitive
scores
EVIDENCE-BASED READING
AND WRITING: 660 – 800
MATH: 680 – 800

Above average
scores
EVIDENCE-BASED READING
AND WRITING: 660 – 800
MATH: 680 – 800

Below average
scores
EVIDENCE-BASED READING
AND WRITING: 660 – 800
MATH: 680 – 800
Source: Kaplan Test Prep

This was a new test for
tens of thousands of students
around the state, as fewer than
6,000 high school graduates
in 2015 took the SAT in Illinois, according to a February Chicago Tribune report,
compared with about 157,000
who took the ACT.
Since Chicago Public
Schools will only pay for one
standardized test, the state
mandate led to the end of the
ACT. Interested students can
still take the ACT—which
has been given to high school
juniors for the last 15 years—
but on their own time and
with their own money. It costs
$54.50 with the writing portion, $38 without.
About 1.7 million
students in the Class of 2014
took the SAT, while about 1.8
million took the ACT. Both
test scores are accepted at colleges and universities.
This test examines skills
in reading, writing and language usage, and mathematics.
There is no science component, which the PSAE and
ACT includes.
The PSAT is an important
college readiness test, according to the test coordinator.
“This test is important for
juniors to take, because they
are all by Illinois state law
required to take the SAT on
April 5th, and it is a graduation requirement,” Moore said.
Most juniors were not too
excited about the test.
“I just want[ed] to get it
over with to be honest,” junior
Shandiez Holmes said.
On the other hand, there
a few confident students.
“I think it will be a little
hard, but I know I can do it,”
junior Jeanettie Merchant
said.
A few students feel as if
they aren’t as prepared as they
could be.
“Most of the things we
should have been taught
haven’t been taught, and we
will get stuck on it,” junior
Briasya Moss said.
Even before the test
many juniors were nervous.
“I feel that the PSAT is
the hardest test of your life,
and your future depends on
it,” junior Asia Harris said.
Another student disagreed.
“I personally feel like the
ACT would be harder than
the actual SAT,” junior Tianna
McCullough said.
Another student expressed some regret that the

Please turn to page 5 for

MIXED
FEELINGS

RAY RAY REMEMBERED
Continued from page 1

Students are provided sympathy cards from a Student
Council representative to write
messages of condolence to
commemorate the untimely
death of fellow Mustang Raevonte Anderson.
everyday in the morning at 5:36,
and he didn’t get up that morning,” Radcliffe said. “They went
upstairs to wake him up, but he
was unresponsive, so they did immediate CPR on him, and then
they called the ambulance, but he
already passed of natural causes.”
According to the coach, the
young man was going to be a
very good baseball and basketball
player. Radcliffe encouraged the
new Mustang to attend Morgan
Park, because he was such a levelheaded and determined athlete.
“Ravontae was going to be a
very good player,” Radcliffe said.
“I brought him here to Morgan
Park, along with the basketball
coach, to be a two-sport athlete.
He had a very good upside as far
as baseball and basketball, and
we were really looking forward to
him being a high-end player.”
Ravontae’s parents honored
the loss of their son during a
ceremony on Monday, Oct. 17, at
the True Vine Fellowship Baptist
Church in which many attended. His body was laid to rest
Tuesday, Oct. 18 at Cedar Park
Cemetery.
His maturity and respectfulness are what will really be
missed.
“He was a tremendous kid,
he was a straight-A student,”
Radcliffe said. “He was a yessir and no-sir type of kid that
coaches always loved to have in
their program. I’ll miss the fact
that we won’t get a chance to
see how well he was going to
develop as a young man. God
had a calling for him, and we will
truly miss him and we pray for
his parents everyday.”
The well-liked freshman
left behind many loved ones and
memories, and his love for sports
will forever be missed.
“Ravontae was a highly
skilled athlete and a tremendous
competitor,” Radcliffe said. “He
always wanted to win, always
wanted to make his teammates
feel better, and he always challenged his teammates to become
better. It was tough getting that
phone call in the morning saying
that he had passed.”

The death of this young
athlete hit home for a special
student, his best friend Kyle
Colbert.
“Me and Ray Ray had more
than a friendship, we had a
brotherhood,” recalled Colbert,
who had been his friend since
fifth grade. “We spent everyday
with each other, we had trust for
each other. It was love—he was
more than just a friend, he was
my brother, and there isn’t a day
that goes by when I don’t think
of him and the star athlete he
could’ve become.”
Colbert and Ray Ray spent
practically everyday together, and
they shared so many moments
and memories he will never
forget.
“I’m gonna’ miss him walking up saying, ‘My boy,’ and just
the talk about our future and
how baseball would help us make
it out,” he said. “That’s all he ever
dreamed of doing was playing
major league baseball.”
Colbert, who said his friend
was “cool and laid back,” recalled
a particularly exciting athletic
event.
“I remember we had a baseball game…and he hit a home
run,” he said. “Everyone was
screaming for him—I’ll never
forget that day.”
Ray Ray left behind so many
who will never forget him as
friend, a brother, and a teammate.
“I’m going to miss how
cool and funny he was, and how
you could just hang around him
at anytime,” freshman baseball
teammate Kyle Radcliffe said.
“He would have you laughing
so hard—I’m going to miss my
teammate; we all will.”
Ray Ray will also be remembered by another close friend,
freshman basketball and baseball
teammate Amonte Bowens.
“Ray Ray was funny, hard
working, and motivating to
others,” he said. “I’m going to
miss coming to school everyday and seeing him, laughing
with him, and spending time at
church with him. I’ll never forget my best friend and brother,
Ray Ray.”
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UNION, BOARD FINALLY AGREE
Continued from page 1
a bit, as they agreed to having
current teachers continue to pay 2
percent of the 9 percent, but will
have those hired after the end of
2016 to pay the entire 9 percent.
This primary issue was
the likely cause for the lengthy
deadlock.
“I think both sides weren’t really willing to compromise,” English teacher Alison Morales said.
“The teachers wanted something
and the Board of Ed wouldn’t give
it to them, and the Board of Ed
wanted something and the teachers wouldn’t give up anything, so I
think there wasn’t any compromise
which is why it took [so long] for
an agreement to be made.”
The pension issue could only
be solved with money that the
Board said it didn’t have. As a
huge surprise to many, Chicago
Mayor Rahm Emanuel dipped
into the city’s Tax Increment
Funds (TIF) contributing approximately $120 million to add
to the CPS budget, alleviating
the need for a strike.
“Because [the Board]

wanted to jerk us around, and
it wasn’t until [the union] gave
a 10-day notice to say that we
are going on strike on the 11th,
and, oh, what do you know, they
found all the money that we
wanted in the first place,” he said.
“They thought they would string
us along, it didn’t work.”
CTU officials said that they
fought hard to get as much as
they could, and they feel that
they came out on top.
“We got mostly what we
wanted to get out of there, so I
can’t complain,” Winston said.
“You know in negotiation you
give a little and take a little, but
we took a lot.”
Students, though, likely
won’t notice much, if anything,
related to the new contract.
However, some of the union
highlights include a removal
of extra duties for counselors
(perhaps leading to more time
for them to counsel students),
increased funding for restorative
justice programs, limiting the
size of special education classes,

MIXED FEELINGS
Continued from page 4
one test Chicago schools have
been preparing them for their
entire educational experience has
been abruptly replaced.
“In my opinion, the ACT
would have been easier because
we were being taught the skills
for it since forever,” junior Jillian
Lacey said.
Students also feel that it’s
unreasonable that Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) just now
decided to switch tests when
students have been preparing for
the ACT for years.
“I feel like that it is unfair
because we been preparing for
the ACT our whole lives, and for
them to switch it up on us is not
right,” McCullough said.
However, the test switch
does not seem to bother others.
“I think the SAT would be
better for us because we get more
time, and I think it’s easier than
the ACT,” Merchant said.
Students had some strengths
and weaknesses with the test.
“Being consistent with my

time management was hard, and
the reading section was easy,”
Lacey said.
This student also didn’t feel
pressured by being tested often,
because she believes it is preparing her for the real deal.
“I don’t necessarily feel
stressed out about testing, because it is preparing me for the
SAT, and it is letting me know
what I need to improve on,”
Lacey said.
Several juniors believe that
their futures depend on this test
if they are going to college.
“Most good colleges that
offer a good quality education
want to see good test scores, and
if I receive low scores, I will most
likely not get into the college of
my choice,” McCullough said.
For this being their practice
test, some of the junior class
think they did okay.
“I hope I did fairly well
there’s always room for improvement, especially on the math and
reading sections,” Harris said.

and a no school closing clause
(except due to a school not meeting graduation requirements).
One of the contract wins,
according to CTU reports, is
having a maximum classroom
size of 32 kids, but that will only
affect K-2. However, one teacher
really wanted to see that applied
to high schools, as well.
“I do believe there should be
a cap on the number of students

there should be in a class for high
school,” English teacher Angela
Gipson said.
Now looking back, some
teachers feel that a strike was
possible because of the challenges of the job.
“I think that as teaching,
it’s a little bit more difficult as
it’s changing, especially with
technology, that we need more
support, and not less,” Thomas

said. “And I think that getting
less support and less money
is a problem when teachers
are trying to work an uphill
battle already, so to me, I was
really concerned with having
too many kids in my classroom
because I think it’s important
for kids to have 20-25 kids in a
room and not 38, because that
can be really difficult to [help
students] learn.”

School remains Level 2-plus
M

organ Park High School remains a Level 2+ institution for the second year in a row,
according to the recent release of Chicago Public School (CPS) Quality Performance
(SQRP) reports system-wide.
While it was hoped MP would improve to become a Level 1 school, thanks to an increase in
Freshmen-On-Track (FOT), and other smaller gains, it wasn’t enough.
It was reported that 290 CPS schools (elementary and high school) of the total 660 schools
didn’t change from last year’s rating. However, 110 dropped a single level, and 140 jumped one level.
Morgan Park has since improved from the lower Level 2, once held in 2014-2015.
In the area around MP, no schools improved over last year, while one (which was a Level 3)
Prologue, has been reconstituted and has no rating, and another (Longwood) fell to a Level 2. Interestingly, both are the area’s charter schools.

How are local high schools performing?
The map below shows schools in the area of Morgan Park High School and
how they are performing, according to Chicago Public Schools’ (CPS) School
Quality Rating Policy (SQRP) in judging how well schools are growing academically. The only local neighborhood school ranked as “Good Standing” or
better is Morgan Park. (Data based on CPS 2015-2016 School Report Cards)
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BREAST CANCER AWARENESS
Continued from page 3
more aware of this disease. Even
some students have become
interested in finding out more
about breast cancer.
“I started this event to bring
more awareness as well as honor
Mrs. Connie,” Morgan said.
Ms. Dorothy Connie was a
former counselor here at Morgan
Park (retired in 2011), and who
also fought breast cancer in 2006.
A former teacher, Kiyona Bradley,
who was a teacher here at the
time started Dorothy Connie Day.
Connie had been an educator for 39 years, spending her

last 16 years of employment at
Morgan Park.
Dorothy Connie Day is always celebrated on Halloween as
part of the effort to steer students
from breaking the school’s nocostume policy.
Typically, there is a party
after school where students participate in games related to pink
things, share information related
to breast cancer, pass out pink
stickers, and listen to a guest
speaker reveal her experience in
battling breast cancer.
“Before Ms. Morgan started

this day, a lot of women didn’t
know the steps necessary to help
prevent breast cancer,” Connie said.
The most important step is
to get a mammogram; this should
not be a choice. The second most
important step is to get checked
up regularly. Although females
have a greater chance at getting
breast cancer than males, men
should follow these steps, too.
“I’ve always heard people
talking about breast cancer, but
I never really cared to listen to
it because it has never happened
to me or any of my close family

members,” senior Kayla Edwards
said. “I was never interested, it
just never drew my attention.
Now that I have learned more
about it, I realized it can happen
to anybody including me.”
Some students are frustrated
with the lack of understanding
others may have, because they
have lost people that they were
close with to breast cancer.
“I lost my grandmother to
breast cancer,” senior Lanique
Mixon said. “I remember everything so clearly.”
Students also feel that there

should be a cure for breast cancer
and a number of other things.
“The fact that there isn’t a
cure for it already baffles me,”
Mixon said. “Too many people
are dying and not enough are
surviving. Technology is constantly improving—you can’t
tell me they don’t have a cure.
It’s all about money when you
think about it. The government
is so money-hungry that they
will let innocent people die
from a disease I’m pretty sure
they have a cure for, but that’s a
different story.”
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Tough choices lie ahead
for the college-bound
By Raven Powell
and Gabriel Sanders

T

he high school of Class
of 2017 is now going
through the same dilemma all
other classes have been through:
deciding what college to go to.
The hype about college is
exciting, but the actual reality
of having to grow up is kind of
overwhelming.
“I am ready for college, but I
know I will face multiple obstacles that will bring out my full
potential,” senior Braijon Carter
said. “The biggest thought is that
I won’t be able to rely on my
parents anymore; I have to make
responsible and mature decisions.”
Picking a college to attend
is a crucial, decisive process, so
most students should consider
important aspects and life goals

ing, which I knew would keep
me focused and working hard.”
Most students base their decision upon location, which, once
again, means cheaper tuition, and
an area close to home.
“I applied to about five
schools in the Midwest,” Rosen
said. “I think I got into all four of
them, so I had some choices. But
honestly, I chose the best in-state
school that I got into. It’s hard
enough to afford college. No
reason to choose an out of state
college, unless I got some incredible scholarship opportunity,
which I didn’t.”
Other students choose to get
away from home.
“When choosing my school
location mattered to me,” MP
Class of 2016 graduate Shayauna
Williams said. “I wanted to be
somewhere that has nice weather,

It’s reasonable to suggest that students choose schools based
on the availability of programs they find interesting, according
to a 2005 study by Dr. Fritz Grupe, founder of MyMajors.com.
However, not all students feel confident about the field of study
they’d like to focus on. In fact, only 20 percent of students
select a specific school based on their chosen field of study.
(Source: SimpleTuition.com)
upon choosing a college, to make
it slightly easier.
“I went to the University
of Illinois Urbana-Champaign,”
vice principal at Cesar E. Chavez
Elementary School Joseph
Rosen said. “It was in state,
which meant cheaper tuition, it
was close enough to home that
I could go home for holidays,
but far enough from home that
it allowed me to get out of my
neighborhood/environment and
live independently. It’s also a
great school, academically speak-

and didn’t have really cold winters like Chicago.”
Just because a student goes
far away from home to attend college, it doesn’t mean they’re alone.
“I have an aunt who lives
down here [Louisiana], and my
best friend goes here [Xavier
University in Louisiana] so
I don’t really feel alone even
though I’m far from home,” Williams said.
Picking a college also involves interest in different majors
and activities students prefer.

“I plan to attend Howard
University in the fall of 2017,”
senior Arianna Boyd said. “I am
interested in studying biology
pre-med to become an ophthalmologist. I picked this college
because my optometrist suggested this school amongst others for
me. After narrowing down my
choices and visiting the school, I
realized Howard was the school I
wanted to attend.”
Making sure that you can
pay for college is the most
important part of the process.
Even if you have an ideal school
in mind, the money may not be
matching up.
“I never had a dream college;
colleges weren’t really talked
about, all I knew is that I had
to go [to college],” Bogan High
School Class of 2016 graduate
Mayah Sanders said. “I picked
my school because of the money,
I got a scholarship that basically
covered a full ride to a HBCU,
I didn’t want to stress my family
with bills so I came here.”
“As many as 1 in 3 first-year
students won’t make it back for
sophomore year,” according to a
story on the U.S. freshman retention rate published in the online
version of U.S News and Report.
One Team Englewood
graduate agreed.
“The reason I transferred
from my school [Kirkwood
Community College] and came
back home [Chicago] to attend
school [Harold Washington] was
because I didn’t have any positive
support at my school,” TEAM
Englewood Class of 2015 Austin
Murphy said. “I went to school
with a group of friends that
weren’t serious about school and
basically I was goofing off, nobody
was encouraging me to do anything the right way, coming home
made me focus better.”
Some students already have
their final decision on what
college they want to attend in
the fall of 2017. One student
explained why.
“I would like to attend
Southern Illinois University,” senior Shantae Whitaker said. “My
final decision was based off of my
other options that I applied to
but didn’t get into. The university
also has my major and interest.”

Price and reputation aside, some students are concerned with the physical location of the school,
according to a 2012 UCLA survey of the nation’s college freshmen. Some can’t wait to get away
from their hometowns, but others have the opposite reaction. Fifty-five percent of college freshmen want to enroll less than 100 miles away from their home. (Source: CBS News)

While US voters
are split, Mustangs
appear to mainly
support Clinton
By Ali Scott
and Alexus Ellerbe

T

he 2016 Presidential
Election to be held
next Tuesday is causing a lot
of conflicted feelings including anger, sadness, and even
fear because either their
preferred candidate dropped
out or because of the limited
candidates who remain.
This year’s election is essentially between two controversial figures: the Republican
candidate, billionaire businessman Donald Trump, and the
Democratic candidate, former
secretary of state and senator
Hillary Clinton.
Math teacher Deborah
Murphy said she would be
very upset if The Donald won.
“I think I’d cry,” Murphy
said. “I don’t think it’s going to
happen, but I think I’d cry.”
Twelve candidates ran in
the Republican primary in the
spring and nine candidates ran
in the Democratic primary
in the presidential election. A
great deal of Americans were
depending on Bernie Sanders, one of the democratic
candidates who currently is a
senator in Vermont, to win,
but he ultimately dropped out,
leaving us with Clinton and
Trump.
Many people aren't exactly elated with their choices.
Voters feel that this election is
a choice between who is bad
and who's worse.
Band director Shemeka

Nash thinks Clinton would be
a better president than Trump
by default, but not an amazing
leader.
“Honestly, I’m not sure,”
Nash said. “After seeing
some things, I’m not entirely
certain. It’s still too early to
tell, but I definitely don’t think
that Donald Trump would be
a great president at all. [But]
I’m not sure if Hillary would
be a great president. I think
she’d be…fair.”
Although Trump is a billionaire, according to reports,
he is not ashamed of his four
businesses of many that filed
for bankruptcy, Politifacts.com
posted on their website. He
claims it was the best decision.
Some Americans are unsettled by the fact that not just
one but four of his businesses
have collapsed and he is running for a powerful position
that gives him sway over state
legislation, currency, and the
economy.
Senior Arionna Moss said
that she would never let someone who has that questionable
experience in office.
“I would pick Hillary because I am absolutely
against letting a man who
went bankrupt three or more
times be the president because
he’ll have a say-so over our
funding,” Moss said.
Trump has made it very

Please turn to page 7 for

TOUGH
DECISION

CONTRACT RENEWAL
Continued from page 4
more acclimated with the IB
philosophy,” she said, “giving
us a very rigorous program for
a neighborhood school in the
Beverly/Morgan Park community.”
LSC President Carisa
Parker was pleased to offer the
principal--who is wrapping up
her first term as principal--the
four-year extension.
“Dr. Epps and her team
have done a tremendous
job managing a budget and
prioritizing students’ needs in
spite of severe budget cuts,”
she wrote in an email. “We are
confident that over the course
of this contract, Dr. Epps, the
administration, the teachers, and staff will continue

to move our school forward
in the tradition of excellence
that Morgan Park is proud of.
The Local School Council is
also very grateful for all of the
parents, teachers and staff who
completed the surveys used to
help us complete our evaluation.”
Under her leadership,
Morgan Park has gone from
being on probation to earning
a Level 2-plus rating. The
freshman on track rate (FOT)
has greatly improved and the
school is making strides with
student attendance.
Academic Center students continue to earn top
percentile metrics in reading
and math.
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Showing respect in school shows decline
By Ali Scott
and Alexus Ellerbe

S

ome level of disrespect
between staff and students appears to be a common
issue in any educational facility,
including Morgan Park.
If you look under any desk
in the school, you’re almost
guaranteed to find gum. At least
once a week, you’ll get a show
of a student using coarse words
with teachers. Disrespect is no
stranger to MP.
Senior student Bleck Clermont believes disrespect partially
comes from broken households.
“They either weren’t taught
proper [manners], or they absorb
whatever methods their parents
raised them with,” Clermont said.
“It doesn’t just work for everyone,
however.”
Disrespect is the lack of
courtesy either for an environment or a person. Putting gum
under your desk, being loud in a
confined environment, or breaking something that doesn’t belong to you is disrespecting your
environment. Using profanity or
showing no regard for authority
is showing disrespect to a person.
Junior student Suzi Shuttlesworth believes some of it comes
from being spoiled by anyone.
“Some of the students come
from broken households and like
to keep to themselves,” Shuttlesworth said. “I think poor behavior comes from being spoiled and
being able to get all the attention
they want.”
Some students believe that
disrespect causes disrespect.
Head football coach and youth
intervention specialist Terry Atkins deals with students with this
mindset daily. Atkins said they
don’t necessarily get violent, but

they do get emotional. To help
and reform these students, a Restorative Justice Program (RJP)
was set in place which Atkins
believes would be effective.
“I think [the restorative
justice program] would provide
some opportunities for students
to exercise certain skills and new
strategies to deal with frustrations,” Atkins said.
Students feel as though being coarse with teachers is a result of teachers not contributing
to their education. Senior student
and varsity baseball player Larry
Watts strongly believes that a
teacher not doing their job is
why students lash at them.
“It gets frustrating when
you’re actually trying to learn
and then they don’t teach well
or they don’t teach at all,” Watts
said. “Then they tell your parents
that you’re not trying to learn or
disrespecting them.”
United States history
teacher Tyler Variano believes
that ill-mannered behavior from
students comes from them not
having a close authority figure to
help guide them.
“I think that students are
not very concerned with the stuff
that goes on in the classroom,” he
said. “Maybe they think it’s not
relevant or that things are more
important, so I think that kind of
plays into it. If they don’t think
what we’re doing is important,
why would they care about it?”
Variano is frustrated with the
lack of respect in his classrooms.
“It’s definitely frustrating,”
he said. “Students think that I’m
here to make their lives miserable or something, but you know
that’s definitely not the case.
The only reason I would take
this job is because I feel like I
have something that I can give

Recent poll suggests
decline in school respect
In a 2012 Harris Poll 2012, adults were asked to compare
school dynamics today with when they were in school.
Present day
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to other people where it would
benefit them.”
English teacher Gerald
Winston had to call security to
escort the same student out twice
this year. However, he said his
worst experience with disrespectful kids was the event that
occurred Friday, Oct. 7 in which
a student pulled a false fire alarm
shortly after the bell broke and
many fights took place outside
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Do
a
Do
res dmin
p
p
e
a
ct t istrato
ren
Do
res
eac
ts
tea
r
p
e
c
res
c
her s
Do
t te
pec hers
s
tea
a
?
che
t pa
res
c
rs?
pec hers
ren
t st
ts?
ude
nts
?

including an assault of a mother.
In the midst of these situations,
Winston chose to stay calm to
defuse a situation.
“I treat them very respectively,” Winston said. “I remind them
I did not do anything personally
to make them have an issue with
me. I ask them to step outside so
that we don’t make a big scene
for the whole class. Usually, that
works. I just have to remind them
I didn’t do anything to you. I just

ask them ask them to step outside
so we can talk as adults. I don’t
like to yell at them. I don’t want to
disrespect back because that just
escalates the situation. Just step
outside and handle the situation
as the young adults you are.”
According to freshman
James Willis, however, teachers
do pick on students for the fun
of it.
“I guess they just want to
just pick on people,” Willis said.

1

TOUGH DECISION
Continued from page 6
clear to some voters that he does
not trust individuals from Mexican descent, claiming that they’re
the sole reasoning for rape, drugs,
and an assortment of crime in
the U.S. The general population

who doesn’t agree with Trump
has come to the conclusion that
his votes have some sort of racial
discrimination complex.
“They vote for him because
he’s rich and against immigra-

tion,” Moss said.
Whatever way it may go,
persons of all over the country
had are determined to make
the best for their future. Dennis Allen, senior security officer,

According to a poll taken this weekend, Mustangs appear to favor Democratic presidential hopeful Hillary Clinton (75.4 percent) over Republican candidate Donald Trump (no votes). However,
nearly 20 percent said they wouldn’t vote for either one. Perhaps as an indication of potentially
low voter turnout next week, only 61 students and staff responded, while over 700 were sent the
Google Form to gauge opinion.

has made the plan to make life
comfortable for him and his
family even if the least favorable
candidate wins.
“Some of the things that
he said, I don’t agree with, and
I think it would be a problem.”
Allen said. “I think that there’s
good in everybody. So I think,
that there’s good in Donald
Trump somewhere, so we would
probably have lean on that side
right there. I just think there’s
good in everybody somewhere,
not everything is all bad about
a person--not everything. So,
we have to lean on whatever the
good side is.”
This presidential election has
a lot of Americans questioning
a way around the 22nd amendment to keep President Barack
Obama in office for another
term, but their most likely won’t
be a loophole to exploit.
Senior student Raven Powell
also believes it’s all wishful thinking.
“I wish it was possible, but

it’s not possible,” Powell said,
referring to her desire to see
Obama continue in office.
A poll taken last week by
the Washington Post shows that
Clinton and Trump are nearly
evenly split, 46 percent to 45
percent, respectively, but there is
still enough time for things to
change. Allen would be worried
for this nation’s future should
Trump win.
“I would be concerned,” Allen said.
Seventh grader Kayla Shendavis believes that this election
confines us to two candidates
that aren’t true to their words.
“I just kinda feel…kinda angry
sort of because Donald Trump has
been doing a lot of unnecessary
and rude things,” Shendavis said, “I
don’t really like Hillary that much.
I don’t even like either of them that
much. I’m angry because there’s
a lot that they probably wouldn’t
be able to do for the country that
they’re promising to do for us.”
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Homecoming Court 2016
(From left) King Lenell
Henry and Queen
Q’Rashanay Clay;
Junior Attendants
Christian Bradford and
Shondrea Franklin; and
Freshman Attendants
Marques Wilson and
Kourtni Brandy.
There were no senior
or sophomore attendants this year, as
there were no candidates who ran for the
court positions.
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ngs (8-2) defeated the Hubbard Greynds (7-2), 12-6, in an exciting Thursday
game, which also earned the team the Illini
onference championship.
ow scoring game on this chilly autumn
neither team scoring until the third
irst points put up on the scoreboard
nior fullback Tylin Morgan, after he
mble near the goal line from senior
John Phillips. The second touchdown
nior Jawon Denton off of a 94-yard
ception.
was full of excitement and festivities, but
only had one goal, according to head coach

bbard,” Atkins said.
angs had one loss in conference play at the
e Greyhounds were undefeated in conferdidn’t mean anything to the Mustangs.
nted to win, I didn’t care about nothing
hat matter,” senior cornerback Jaquan

Shorter said.
The Mustangs have typically dominated their opponents on homecoming. Over the last 16 years, the Mustangs
have only lost one homecoming game, which came against
Simeon in 2008. Last year, the Mustangs squeaked by the
Urban Prep Lions, 14-12, in a hard-fought battle that came
down to the final minutes.
In a previous homecoming in 2012, the Mustangs beat
the Greyhounds, taking a come-from-behind victory, 32-27.
Going into the match-up, the Mustangs were one
game back of the Greyhounds in the conference title race,
but the victory gave MP the edge in the standings. Since
Coach Terry has been in charge the past three years, the
team has been No. 1 in conference play, and they plan on
staying there.
“The game was very important to the team being
homecoming and the conference championship,” senior
Jawon Denton said. “We needed to bring this win home for
Coach Terry and the school.”
It was most important that the team played good foot-

Please turn to page 10 for

HOMECOMING VICTORY

Homecoming Week
less than spirited
By Tamara Pickens
and Kyala Darby

S

pirit Week is the time
to show school spirit,
but that’s the opposite of what
happened with the Mustangs
last month.
Spirit Week was DOA:
dead on arrival. Homecoming week is usually the time
to show love for your school,
but it was just a regular week.
It was like the students had
no idea about this annual
event, despite repeated PA
messages and communications.
“Ms. Richard announced
it every day during the morn-

ing announcements, it was
on the website, it was passed
out in division and it was
even put up on posters,”
Morgan said.
School spirit appears to
have declined tremendously
over the years; kids just don’t
care anymore.
“Students knew about
Spirit Week, but I guess they
chose not to participate,”
Morgan said.
The themes for spirit
week are chosen by Student
Council, but others feel like
it should be voted on by the

Please turn to page 10 for
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Holiday season soon to kickoff
Many thankful for
with Thanksgiving dinner
what they have
By Lawrence Harrell
and Christian Peters

By Kannan Mitchell
and Kendra Moore

P

eople in America enjoy the
month of November, despite the generally dreary weather.
Why? The food, of course.
“I like November because
of Thanksgiving where I get to
eat turkey and mac and cheese,”
senior Kyle Farmer said.
Thanksgiving falls on Thursday, November 24, while the
holiday observance will begin on
Wednesday, Nov. 23 and end on
Friday, Nov. 25--both Chicago
Public School holidays.
Another person likes November since it helps families
come together.
“I like to spend time with
my family and discuss how their
lives’ have been,” senior Marcus
Smith said.
On Thanksgiving, people
have certain food their family
makes.
“My family tradition is my
grandmother’s famous sweet potatoes and have all my family in
the living room to eat,” assistant
football coach Christian Hopkins
said.
Most people enjoys the desserts.
“My favorite dessert [that] I
enjoy during Thanksgiving is my
mother’s chocolate pound cake,”
social science teacher Alvin
James said.
Others enjoy waking up to
the smell of breakfast.
“I enjoy waking up to my
wife’s butter biscuits in the
morning on Thanksgiving day,”
security guard Allen Simpson
said.
Different people have different traditions their families do.
“I enjoy the company of my
family and friends on Thanksgiving laughing and eating a good
meal,” senior Terrence Fletcher
said.
On Thanksgiving, family
comes together and celebrate

T

Roasted turkey, steaming mac and cheese, piles of mashed
potatoes, and piping hot dinner rolls have many drooling in
anticipation of the Thanksgiving holiday.
causing them to have enjoyable
memories.
“I remember a couple of years
ago on Thanksgiving we made a
big breakfast with eggs, bacon,
sausages, biscuits, pancakes with
whip cream, grits, and homemade
french toasts,” parent Thomas
Jones said. “It was a good morning; we talked about things we
did for Halloween and costumes
we had worn. What made it more
memorable [was when] my pregnant sister had gone into labor.
We had rushed her to the hospital
on the way her water broke. We
tried to get in contact with her
boyfriend, the baby’s father, but
he was with his family and they
had a rule to turn off their phones
and enjoy the day. We waited in
the waiting room, luckily it was a
quick delivery: we had only spent
3 hours there.”
He spoke more on the unforgettable day.
“We made it back in time to
finish cooking the add-ons and
sides for the turkey and ham,”
Jones said. “ My sister who had
just had the baby called us to

HOMECOMING VICTORY
Continued from page 9
ball, according to assistant coach
Christian Hopkins.
“Our goal was to come out
and play sound, fundamental offensive football and score points,”
Hopkins said. “Defense had their
goals and hit them, and we just
had to respond and have their
backs.”
This homecoming was one
with unusual beginnings, as there
was no traditional pep rally before the game. Due to so few students buying dance tickets, the
possibility of a strike, and poor
student attendance rates, the
pep rally was cancelled and the
homecoming dance was pushed
back to Saturday, Nov. 19.
Despite all that drama, the
team wasn’t going to be dis-

tracted.
“I didn’t really care about it
that much, because my mind was
so focused on the game,” Shorter
said. “I was just ready to get on
the field and play football.”
Not everyone was able to
enjoy the homecoming game,
though, as former starting running back Jarred Edwards was
sidelined during the Hubbard
game thanks to a broken ankle
he suffered in the Urban-Prep
victory the week before.
“It was bittersweet because
part of me wants to be in the
game playing, but I love watching my brothers play,” Edwards
said. “It also felt a little bad with
this being my senior year and not
being able to play.”

bring her food, so I took it back
to the hospital and finally met
my first nephew and I finally became an uncle. Later that day, at
night, we played cards and prayed
for my sister and her new baby.”

eachers, along with
students, reflected on
the meaning of being thankful.
Many were thankful
for what they have not only
because having things is good,
but also people understood
that certain things could be
taken away from them in a
heartbeat and could be given
to someone else.
English and film studies
teacher Vera Williams said
that family is very important
to her.
“My mom was great, she
was one of the best mothers
on earth,” Williams said. “She
taught me everything I know.
She taught me that females can
have it all, you can go to school
and be just as good as men.”
Senior cheerleader
Q’Rashanay Clay explained
what she was thankful for.
“I’m not going to say the

cliche’ and say my family,”
Clay said. “I am thankful for
teachers that actually care
about our education, and I’m
thankful for my mother, and
I’m thankful for the cheerleading team.”
Many students admitted
to being appreciative of their
parents.
“I’m appreciative of my
mother because she’s my
mother and she does a lot for
me,” junior basketball player
Ayo Dosunmu said.
Students are also thankful
for the little things in life.
“I’m thankful for food because I love food,” sophomore
dancer Rasata Powell said.
Instead of family, food,
and other things, students
were thankful for some of
the bonds and friendships
they have achieved with
other people.

Please turn to page 9 for

THANKFUL

SPIRIT LACKING
Continued from page 9
whole school.
“I feel it had lame days,
I wish they had different
days,” junior Katana Darby
said. “We should’ve had days
like Pajama Day, Superhero
Day, or Backward Schedule
Day, and stuff or Old People
Day, or Gender Bender—you
know, some interesting days
that we actually want to do.”
Senior Chenuyra Marshall agreed, but also thought
the seniors should be the main
concern of spirit week.
“I feel it should be based
off what seniors chose,”
Marshall said. “I say seniors,
because it’s our last year and
it’s our time to live it up. It’s
not for everybody; they still
got time.”
Spirit Week is an annual
event, meaning it happens
around the same time each
year. Some students claimed
to not have known about it,
while some seniors didn’t participate because they felt there
was no need.
“I didn’t participate in
Spirit Week because I thought
it was cancelled,” Marshall
said. “They canceled everything else, so why they expect
us to participate in this? They
canceled our homecoming and
pep rally, so what do we have
to be hype for? They trippin’.”
The threatened teachers
strike that loomed the week
before homecoming may have
affected the Mustang school
spirit, according to some.

Way back in the mid-2000s Mustangs appeared to have
significantly more school spirit during Homecoming Week,
as shown in this section of the 2005 EMPEHI yearbook that
reported on Green and White Day.
“I would have participated,
but I thought everything was
cancelled because we weren’t going
to be in school due to the strike,”
senior Diamond Thomas said, “but
when they decided not to go on
strike, I kind of just forgot.”
Senior Brian Lee had a similar experience.
“I did know about Spirit
Week, and I was going to participate, but [teachers] started talking
more and more about the strike,
so I thought they was really going
to go on it,” Lee said. “Then when
they didn’t, I forgot about it.”
The Mustangs used to be full

of school spirit: Supporting
games, participating in annual
events, you name it, according
to newspaper and yearbook
teacher Keith Majeske.
“We used to take pictures
out on the bleachers of 250
to 300 seniors all in red [the
class color], and that wasn’t
just seniors with spirit, it went
down the line all the way to
the AC,” Majeske recalled
about past Class Color days.
“Today, I even don’t think a
single freshman knows what
their class color is.”

FEATURES
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Holiday season soon to kickoff
False alarms no
with Thanksgiving dinner
laughing matter
Did you know?
to many Mustangs
By Tyyuanna Redmond
and Kyera Johnson

T

rick or treaters recalled
the weirdest candies
and other treats they have ever
received in previous years on
Halloween.
Many kids who go out on
this special holiday, are always
looking forward to getting
some of their favorite candies
like Snickers, Twix, M&M’s,
Reese’s and other delicious
treats. However, they sometimes receive things like apples,
popcorn balls and unnamed
brand treats.
Some dread the so-called
treats that older people sometimes offer.
“The weirdest candy I’ve
ever gotten for Halloween is...I
don’t know, I usually get regular
candy, but one thing I really dislike is the candy that old people
give out,” English teacher Devin
Jankovich said. “There’s no
brand it’s just like a weird candy
that’s wrapped up, and I don’t
like that, that’s weird because
I don’t know what it is, it just

By Rodney Ingram
and Mariah Schaffer
Source: National Confectioners Association
taste like old people.”
One senior got a piece of
candy that was a replica of a human body part.
“The weirdest candy I think
I ever had was a chocolate eyeball,” senior Dina Jones said. “It’s
weird to me because I don’t like
chocolate and it’s shaped as an
eyeball. It taste like dirt.”
It’s very usual that people
get candy that they aren’t familiar
with, but some people believe
that all candy is good to them.
“I can’t remember because
all candy was good candy when
I was growing up,” English
teacher Vera Williams said.
“I ate all my candy, because
to [me], all our candy was
good—unless they tried to give
us some fruit; I didn’t want any

fruit.”
People even had candy that
looked like humans.
“The weirdest kind I had was
like a Tootsie Roll dressed up like
a little girl,” technology teacher
Latanya McSwine said. “It was
a little black girl with a Tootsie
Roll head, and she had hair—for
me, that was weird, but I ate the
hair anyway.”
One junior found a normal
candy to be the weirdest candy
he has ever had.
“The weirdest candy I
ever got was candy corn and a
chocolate mint piece of candy,”
junior Carlos Patterson said.
“That was weird because I never
had candy corn before, and
chocolate and mints don’t taste
right together.”

No pep rally equals
disappointment to some
By Koury Booker
and Arianna Captain

M

ustangs are upset
because the pep
rally was canceled because of
an apparent lack of interest.
“The pep rally was
canceled because it was not
enough people paying for
the tickets,” Student Council
sponsor Kandace Morgan
said. “When we put up the
price we waited a week and
there weren’t enough people
buying the dance tickets, so
we canceled it, and although
the pep rally comes with the
dance, we canceled [them]
both.”
Junior student Jajuan
Williams thinks school officials should reschedule the
homecoming event.
“I feel like it’s pretty
unfair to stop the pep rally,”
he said. “They did not give us
enough time to pay for it so

The annual pep rally, featuring an introduction of the football
teams (shown here from last year), plus performances by the
Marching Band, pom pon team, cheerleaders, and Emeralds,
was cancelled this year due to various contributing factors.
they should reschedule it.”
The spirited rally is traditionally held for the football
players to rally them for the
homecoming football game.
Despite the loss of the rally, the
team beat the Hubbard Grey-

hounds, 12-6.
Junior student Kayla
Carter was saddened because
of the cancellation.

Although one person may
not have the same views as the
next person, many agreed that
the most important thing in life
is family and just being able to
live a good, healthy life.

“I’m thankful for family, I’m thankful for life, I’m
thankful for being employed
and I’m thankful for being
able to think clearly,” Williams said.

Please turn to page 12 for

NO RALLY

THANKFUL
Continued from page 10
“I’m thankful for the
friends that I have, because
I’ve learned a lot from them
and I’ve learned from my past
friendships as well,” junior
Maria Olivan said.

M

any staff members
and students agreed
that the pulling of the false
fire alarms during class time
and passing periods was terrible because of the disruption
they caused.
Principal Dr. Carolyn
Epps announced at a Parent
Advisory Committee (PAC)
meeting and Local School
Council (LSC) meeting the
consequences of the false fire
alarms.
“Six false fire alarms were
pulled between 9/17/1610/7/16,” Dr. Epps wrote in
her Principal Report to the
LSC in October. “During
the evacuation on 10/7/16,
a group of students caused a
disturbance which included
taunting the police.”
Security guard Allen
Simpson believes the best way
to prevent kids from pulling
the fire alarms is to stay aware.
“One of the reasons why
I try to prevent them is I stay
mobile, I keep on moving, I’m
loud enough for the kids to
know I’m in the area where
the fire boxes are at,” Simpson
said.
When the fire alarm is
pulled, Simpson helps make
sure everyone gets out the
building.
“We clear out the building and make sure nobody’s in
the building so we can make
sure the building is secure at
that time,” he said.
Although students are
urged to stay away from any
fights, sadly, some are drawn
to them.
“I am not a part of the
fights, I just watch them,”
senior Deair Williams said.
Senior Dina Jones said

my time in the classroom. I
have to spend an extra day
catching students up and I
mean all these students are
getting caught so the people
that are doing it; you can’t
get any dumber than that I
honestly feel like. I just want
some type of protocol to
prevent this.”
Variano would like to see
further consequences for the
criminal behavior.
“I think if they could
force these students to pay

Falsely calling on emergency response vehicles for
misguided “fun,” or worse,
increased during some
school years, such as in
2005 (pictured above.
the fine, these kids have to
cough up 500 bucks, their
parents are not going to be
too happy and that’s probably going to prevent more
people from pulling it,” he
said. “Ideally, we would have
more security, but I don’t
think we have the money
for it so.”
Security officer Dennis
Allen feels awful about the
fire alarms being pulled.

“ ”
“Somebody could get hurt... the ones
that [are] doing good shouldn’t have to
be bothered with that.”
--Security guard Dennis Allen

that the false fire alarms
should not be pulled.
“I feel as if it’s a waste of
time being pulled,” she said,
adding, “I don’t get into anything, that’s a waste of time
and a waste of breath.”
United States History
teacher Tyler Variano doesn’t
like the fact that the children
are pulling fire alarms for fun.
“To be quite honest with
you, I think it is completely
ridiculous,” he said. “It wastes

“I feel bad about the fire
alarms being pulled, because I
think that’s a disruption to our
school and not only that, it’s
a danger to our school,” Allen
said. “Somebody could get
hurt and then other students
shouldn’t have to; the ones that
[are] doing good shouldn’t have
to be bothered with that.”

Please turn to page 12 for

CAUSE
FOR ALARM
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How to stay fashionable this fall, winter
By Jalon Allen
and DeAndre Ames

A

s the seasons change
throughout the year,
especially in a city like Chicago,
outfits have to coincide according
to the weather.
Certain seasons cause for
drastic outfit changes, such as
the brutally cold winter. Senior Ayanna Shipp, said that
she wouldn’t recommend short
dresses unless you have certain
shoes to accommodate it .
“I get cold fast, so I tend
to wear long sleeves and jeans,
and if I do wear short sleeves a
cute sweater is a must,” she said.
Dresses and boots are a good
combination too. Knowing how
to match colors is very important.”
As the seasons change,
colors also change in people’s
outfits. Senior Vernisha Perkins,
said that the typical outfit that
young ladies wear consists of
black leggings, a bright colored
top, and brown Ugg boots.
“Everybody has the same

style,” she said. “Nobody is original and they copy each other.
Making a transition into the
winter season can have a big effect on what people wear to keep
warm. Senior Darrion Sewell
said that the sun doesn’t show as
much, so we don’t have no heat
to really rely on.
“When it’s cold outside, I
wear heavier clothes to stay warm
because most times the wind
blows and go right through the
pants,” he said. “I also wear a
jacket under my coat, and a scarf
to keep my neck and nose warm
so I won’t get sick.”
Senior Gregory Jones said
stepping in snow can cause a big
effect of keeping your feet warm
and even slipping. That’s why
boots are recommended in these
tragic conditions.
“I would recommend others to wear two pairs of socks
or even the fluffy ones to keep
your feet warm, of course it’s a
little girly, but people cannot
see inside your shoe/boots,” he
said. “I would also recommend
to wear Timberland boots

because the material keeps you
warm unlike knock off boots
such as USPA; the deep [engraving] at the bottom of the
boot [gives] you good traction
to the ground to have a better
chance of not falling.”
In the winter time, your
shoes and even boots get dirty
because of the slush and dirty
snow that’s already the ground,
senior Jemmond Banks said.
“I love fashion, I have to
keep the Jordan’s clean so I use
this cleaning material supply to
keep up with the dirt and scuff
marks that’s on my shoes it’s
called ‘Reshoevn8r’,” he said.”It
gets rid of deep dirt marks and
even scuffs. Then they have
another solution to [get] things
off, it’s a spray; you spray it all
over the shoe and [if ] you waste
something it comes of just like
magic.”
In a place like Chicago, the
winter can be devastating. In
2015, temperatures have reached
as low as -15 degrees fahrenheit,
and the coldest recorded temperature in Chicago was -27 degrees

Some say autumn
is their favorite season

The woody scent and colorful appearance of autumn leaves is comforting to some.

By Ladesha Hackman

O

f the four seasons,
some say that autumn
is their favorite because of
the special food, holidays, and
colors.
Many people say fall
is their favorite time of the
year because of all the special
elements that comes with it.
Who doesn’t look forward to
the scary costumes and loads
of free candy during Halloween? Imagine that combined
with Thanksgiving. Spending
time with your family, eating
lots of food, and going to
haunted houses.
Others love the months
of October through November because of the cooler
weather and beautiful autumn
leaves that it provides.
“Fall is the most beautiful

season ever!” senior Aniya Shannon said. “I love how the colors
change and and the time off
school because of the upcoming
holidays which are the days I’m
going to be spending with my
family and that is why fall really
I really like fall.”
With fall being such a
beautiful season, plenty of people
had a lot of nice things to say
about it.
“Fall has a lot of amazing
colors that makes fall wonderful,” freshman Lawrence
Bluford said.” I love everything
that come with it especially the
weather because it’s not too cold
or too hot.”
Some said they look forward to fall because it’s a spooky
season.
“One of the reasons I love
about fall is that Halloween,”
senior Ariel Banks said. “I really

enjoy scaring people, getting candy, and dressing up
however I want without being
judged about what I have on.”
Others said they enjoy fall
because of Thanksgiving and
having the time to spend with
their family.
“I love my family and I
really enjoy their company,”
freshman Markiyla Moore
said, ”and that’s why I really
enjoy myself during fall to see
family members I haven’t seen
in awhile.”
During this season, many
people could also earn money
because of the amount of leaves
people have to have to rake.
“A lot of people are lazy to
get up and rake,” sophomore
Auriah Boyett said. “To earn a
little extra money I would go
to house to house to seek who
needs their grass raked.”

on Jan. 20, 1985, according to
CBS2 Chicago. But in recent
years, the coldest temperature the
city has seen was only 18 degrees
below zero on Jan. 16, 2009, according to the NWS.
Chicago is expected to have
a brutally cold winter this year.

should wear leggings under your
pants to stay warm,” she said.
“The shoes I wear [are] Uggs
boots, and I only wear one pair
of socks depending on the shoe.
To keep warm I have gloves
on; not the cheap ones because
the wind and cold go straight

If you’ve got the money, Uggs (men’s) shown here are a likely
hit for the upcoming cold and wet winter months. (Source:
Uggs.com)
Senior Mecca Crump, said she
recommends to have a jacket
under your coat because in some
classes it will still be cold during
school hours.
“When being a girl you

through them. Also I wear the
Timberland boots when it’s very
cold outside and the wetness of
the snow [won’t] get through
them because they are waterproof.”

CAUSE FOR ALARM
Continued from page 11
He does try to keep the fire
alarms from being pulled.
“I try to find out who’s doing
it first of all and discipline those
students and we keep working to
keep the hallways as clear as we
can and keep an eye on the fire
boxes,” he said.
Social Worker Evon Story
said the school needs more help
to prevent the alarms.
“I think we need additional
security and also if we speak with
the students, and explain to them
the seriousness of pulling the
fire alarm when really nothing
is going on, and if they understand how that could impact us
in the event that there was a real
emergency at the school, that

the fire department may be slow
getting here because they think
it’s just another [false] alarm pull
when it could actually be a real
emergency and someone could
actually be hurt or even more
seriously injured and that would
be horrible,” Story said.
She feels that the fire alarms
are childish.
“I think it’s the childish act
that some of the student here are
doing,” Story said. “I don’t know
if it’s out of boredom, somebody’s
daring them, or sometimes the
kids just want to get outside and
have a opportunity to socialize,
so they’ll pull the fire alarm and
when they get outside, they can
socialize with their friends.”

NO RALLY
Continued from page 11
“It’s unfair because many
students looking forward [to] the
pep rally since the beginning of
the school year,” Carter said.
Carter feels like it’s also the
students fault why the pep rally
canceled.
“It is the student’s fault also;
they canceled it because of their
terrible behavior,” Carter said.
Carter doesn’t see the need
for it to be rescheduled.
“They should not give us a
second chance because we don’t
deserve it,” Carter said.
Junior student Carlos Patterson agreed.
“I feel like the pep rally was
canceled because the students
wanted to fool around while we
were in school, and everyone
that wasn’t involved had to pay

for it,” Patterson said. “They was
fighting [and] throwing things,
and once they got into the school
again they acted the same way
they was outside.”
However, junior student
Perry Harvey felt like punishing
everyone isn’t fair.
“[This is] not making
anything better,” he said. “If [the
administration is] trying to prove
a point…they need to control and
discipline the students [who] may
not like it.”
Harvey added that they
should do what is necessary.
“At this point, the school
needs to do what they have to do
in the building to stop it because
it’s not school beef, it’s outside
beef that is being brought into the
school,” Harvey said.
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How to survive
Chicago’s plague of

Computer graphic by Eugene Gutter

By David Street

S

ome are advising citizens
on how to stay safe in the
infamous city that has earned the
title “Chiraq” recently due to all
the violence and unsafe activities
that occur during today’s time.
A middle-aged former gang
member who requested to remain anonymous commented on
some of the activities that go on
in Chicago which makes people
consider the city unsafe.
“Back in the day, I did my
fair share of dirt,” the man said.
“I participated in multiple shootings, armed robberies and home
invasions. I also sold narcotics to
people on the streets for a good

20 years. I’m now ashamed to say
it, but I even sold drugs to kids.”
Jabari Powell, a student of
Perspectives Charter School, was
a victim of robbery and described
what it’s like being robbed.
“I was walking a girl home
who lived nearby, and I pulled
out my phone to get the money
I had behind my case,” Powell
said. “I didn’t notice, but I guess
some people saw me pull out the
phone and they followed me.
They surrounded us when we
stopped and threatened us at gun
point. I didn’t want to risk my
life, so I allowed them to take
my phone and money from my
pocket.”
Powell then commented on

what he could have done to prevent the robbery from happening.
“I should’ve never pulled
out my phone,” Powell said. “I
should’ve never been wandering outside taking a girl home.
I should’ve got on the bus and
went straight home. The biggest
thing is that I should’ve been
aware of my surroundings.”
Jordan Nelson, a student of
De La Salle High School, described a sticky situation he once
got himself out of.
“One morning I was walking to the store,” Nelson said. “I
went in, got my stuff, and walked
out. I noticed [there] was a dude
behind me as I walked out. I kept
walking further, and they fol-

Many factors lead
to city violence, some say
By Delonte Upshaw

M

any Chicagoans are
concerned about the
rising violence among young
people.
Senior Destinee Owens feels the violence rate is
sad, also she feels it’s so high
because of the bad decisions a
lot of people choose to make.
“I don’t think the violence
rate will drop no time soon because we still have kids who be
in a lot of trouble,” Owens said.
In Chicago, there are a
lot of senseless crimes. Quincy
Stevenson, a Chicagoan, feels
all crimes should be judged
fairly depending on what
crime they have committed.
“I feel that all crimes
should be judged fairly and
accordingly—a shoplifter
shouldn’t [receive the same
time] as a murderer,” Stevenson said.
Stevenson also believes

the violence rate is high because
of many of the drugs that are
currently in the community.
“I think the crime rate rose
when crack cocaine and heroin
hit the streets,” he said. “Resulting in incarceration, murder,
household structures broken
and 15-year age gap was created
between generations followed by
a weak end Judiciary system.”
The violence rate is so
important because of it’s overall
rate, according to Owens.
“This is important because
the overall crime rate can be illuminated,” Owens said.
Young children are significantly affected by the crimes and
drugs that others are so blind
to recognize what it does to our
community. Romele Wilson, a
grandmother, gave her advice on
what she think will help make
the rate drop.
“I think they should legalize
marijuana like they legalized
alcohol,” Wilson said. “In the

prohibition days, when alcohol
was legalized, it took the power
out of the gangsters hands. We
need to do the same with the
marijuana to cut down on the
gangs pushing it and fighting
over territory, killing innocent
people.”
Although the violence
rate is emerging, students and
adults believe there should be
more public centers and activities for those who love being in
the streets.
“Violence may be dropping as shown in the police
[reports], however, I believe
that more people such as
children are being killed and
injured under the age of 13,”
Wilson said. “It’s possible that
more money spent to create
jobs and recreation for the
youth may keep kids out of
the line of fire, but at the same
time we need a severe crackdown on gangs and the drugs
that make them exist.”
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lowed. They were talking to each
other, and I caught on that they
were planning to stick me up.”
Nelson then explained how
he got out of that situation by
being aware of his surroundings.
“I walked in the middle of
a busy street,” Nelson said. “You
know, there’s cars coming from
each direction, and I just knew
they weren’t going to follow
in the street. They most likely
would’ve got hit if they did and
that’s how I got out that jam.”
The former gang member
couldn’t stress enough how
important it is for everyone use
their common sense in the city.
“I feel that it is a must for
everyone to be street smart,”
he said. “Trust me; being street
smart got me out of a lot of bad
situations. Like, for real, I’ve
probably cheated death a thousand times. Being street smart is
like a sixth sense. It allows your
mind to sense and see things
before they happen and what the
outcome will be. Once you sense
bad coming, you’ll find a way to
prevent it before it happens.”
The former gang member

2 0 1 6

“Not saying that in order
to stay safe you have to play a
sport, but there are clubs such as
the YMCA, community centers
and groups you can join,” she
said. “These things can keep you
occupied until your parents get
off work.”
Perspectives Charter School
student Kahari Powell suggested
that people shouldn’t what is
called today “flex” on social
media.
“It makes others mad and
want what you have, so it causes
disruption between you and that
person,” Kahari said. “This causes
people to look at you as a target,
and, ultimately, you put yourself in danger. Basically, flexing
makes people want what you
have, and it puts you in danger.”
Kahari said flexing often
leads to tension between people,
and it normally does not end
well.
“When people beef on social
media, they make the situation
ten times worse than what it is,”
he said. “You’re basically throwing fire into a basket full of coals.
It leads to a lot of drama, fights,

“ ”
“I feel that it is a must for everyone to
be street smart,” he said. “Trust me;
being street smart got me out of a lot of
bad situations.”
--Former gang member

then remarked on the importance
of awareness.
“Honestly, everyone doesn’t
have it in them,” he said. “Me,
personally, I became street smart
from experiences throughout my
life. It came with time. All I can
say is don’t chance anything. If
you sense something is about to
go down, man, you better move
around.”
Senior National Honors
Society (NHS) member Amani Fashola noticed that many
students roam the streets unsupervised due to them not being
involved in things like sports.
“Being involved in after
school activities keeps them off
the streets,” Fashola said. “Like,
period! We get out of school at 2
o’clock and people’s parents don’t
get off work until 5 or 6 o’clock.
That leaves a whole amount of
time where they can just roam
around the streets, and with our
city being as violent as it is today,
anything can happen. Now, if you
had to go to practice, then you
wouldn’t get out until 5 or 6. and
your parent could come pick you
up. This way, you can go home
with a parent and be safe.”
Walking around aimlessly
on the streets can only lead to
problems, according to Fashola.
“It causes people to get
drawn to things that aren’t right,
but you end up doing it anyway,”
she said, “things such as gangs
and even being at the wrong
place at the wrong time.”
According to Fashola, since
many are not necessarily athletic, there are other ways to get
involved.

and in some cases, even death.
Trust me, I know from experience.”
In the event of someone
posting a negative comment
about another person, Kahari
suggested the best way to deal
with the situation.
“If you don’t know the person, I know it would be hard to
just ignore them because maybe
what they’re saying isn’t true, but
I suggest ignoring it,” he said.
With the southern portion
of Chicago being particularly
troublesome, Powell suggested
a place to go with friends to
just chill out and not worry too
much.
“Being on the South Side,
everyone needs to be aware of
their surroundings,” Powell said.
“If you want to chill outside
with no worries, go to the North
Side.”
According to Kahari, with
some Chicagoans being extremely territorial, it may not be a good
idea for someone to walk in areas
they do not know.
“Don’t wander around about
areas you don’t know,” he said.
“Try not to draw negative attention to yourself, and don’t be
ignorant everywhere you go. This
can make people look at you as a
target.”
Nelson gave a piece of advice
in which everyone should live by
in order to stay safe.
“Avoid all trouble by staying
away from all bad situations you
see or sense coming,” Nelson
said. “Do whatever you can to
just get away. You see trouble, go
the other way!”
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Lady Mustangs plan to reach
the next level: IHSA title glory
By Jarred Edwards
and Jawon Denton

T

he Mustang’s girls basketball team is preparing for a big season and to build
upon the great success they had
last year.
The Lady Mustangs had an
amazing season last year, making
it all the way to the IHSA Class
3A semifinals and would love to
go back again and this time win
it all.
“Being able to experience
another great season and going
back downstate and winning it
all [is the goal],” senior Lady
Mustang Destiny Harden said.
The team came close to the
state title game, but fell short to
Morton High School. The ladies
plan to learn from their mistakes
and come back even stronger,
despite losing key seniors in the
starting line up.
“Believing in ourselves and
having the mindset that when we
walk on the court we’re going to
leave with a win,” Harden said.
“Although we lost we downstate,
we look at that in the past and
trying to do better this year.”
Head coach Kedonica Taylor
is preparing the Lady Mustangs
to be mentally and also physically fit for the upcoming season.
Focusing on situational moments

in practice to be prepared for
anything they come up against in
the game.
“I push the girls to their
limits in practice to get their
maximum potential when game
day comes,” Coach Taylor said.
“We don’t want to go all the way
downstate just to lose again; it
doesn’t feel good at all.”
The Lady Mustangs are one
of the most competitive teams
in the state due to their practice
habits.
“We go really hard in practice,” senior Porsha Sydnor said.
“Once we are inside those lines,
no one takes any plays off. We
push each other to limits beyond
we can reach, so we can make the
game so much easier.”
The girls have dedicated
themselves to becoming better everyday, and the underclass
players are following suit. The
young players are very important
to the program because of the
talent and leadership they lose
from graduating seniors.
“When the seniors graduate,
we have to step up, and now that
I’m a senior we have to live up to
the standards and exceed them,”
Sydnor said. “Our younger players are a big part of our dynasty
because once this class is gone,
they have to keep the legacy
going.”

The Lady Mustangs varsity basketball team went further than every girls team that has come before them at MP by placing fourth in the IHSA Class 3A championship early last spring. The ladies
faced Morton High School in the IHSA Class 3A semi-finals, but were defeated, 54-39. The following day, they faced Highland High School, and lost, 62-51. The team earned fourth place medals
and the program’s first state trophy. (EMPEHI News)
The Lady Mustangs have
a tough schedule this season,
starting out with the Galaxie
Thanksgiving Tournament at
Rich South High School on Nov.
18 through the 27th.
“We have to play some

Gamers love NBA 2K17
By Darryl Randolph
and Brian Lee

N

BA 2K17 is the
newest basketball
game out. The 2k franchise
has come out with multiple
basketball games before,
and 2K17 is the newest one.
When 2K released the trailer
for the game, it had players
saying that they needed to get
that and had everyone preorder the game.
The previous 2K game,
2K16, was a big hit as well so
why wouldn’t it be? When 2K
dropped the 2K17 Prelude,
it had everyone ready to play
to see how the game would
feel to them and see how they
would be.
Some say it’s a big improvement over 2K16.
“I don’t think it’s a
rip-off—it’s great game, the
features are better and I enjoy
it,” head basketball Coach and
gamer Nick Irvin said.
This game seems to
catch a lot of teenage boys’
and young men’s attention
because it’s very interesting,
outstanding, and a very amaz-

ing game—especially the realistic
play and players.
“My favorite player is
Kevin Durant,” senior Terrence
Fletcher said. “That’s a person
I look up to, a person whose
game I want mine to be like.”
This game gives people
the feeling that they are in
the NBA, and now this game
has better ratings, perfect
graphics, and better spotlight
moments.
“I think that 2K17 is
way better than 2K16 because people say that it has
more talent way, better moves,
and hilarious moments that will
make people be like, whoa, that’s
cool,” junior Jevon King said.
The basketball simulation
game from 2K Sports - NBA
2K17 - sold 1,046,118 units first
week at retail, according to estimates. One game player believes
it has sold so well because it is so
much fun to play.
“They are amazing, they
get better, and better every year
2K17 look like they put a lot of
work in it the moves and general,” Irvin said.
Security guard and game
player Calvin Larry agreed that

pretty good competition this
year, so we aren’t taking anyone
lightly.” junior Kolby Underwood
said. “We have to keep the same
intensity all year, week in and
week out. I have no doubt that
we will have a great season, we
just have to take it week by week
and keep winning.”
The team dominated their
conference last year, going undefeated throughout their entire
regular season. They plan on
doing the same this year.
“Teams like Benet Academy, Gwendolyn Brooks, and
South Shore Academy, and the
other teams in our conference
are teams that we defeated last

year but won’t look over this
year,” Sydnor said. “To get over
the hump, we stumbled over last
year we must stay focused and
play together no matter how bad
things may look or whatever the
score is.”
The Mustangs are striving
for a city title also, after losing to
Whitney Young a year ago.
“We’ve won sectionals and
regionals, but we haven’t won a
state or city title in a while and
that’s one of main goals,” Harden
said. “We have to leave our
school with some more hardware,
so everyone knows Morgan Park
is one of the most competitive
schools out there.”

MUSTANGS SEEK CITY
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2K17 has “99 percent
rating on everything in the
game.”
“I like 2K17 because better graphics, new players on
the team and excitement,” he
added.
One player admitted it’s
great—even though it’s not
his favorite sport.
“My favorite player is
Carmelo Anthony, but overall,
I enjoy the game even though
I love football more and
2K17 is an awesome game,”
assistant football coach Chris
Hopkins said.

the city title because of a forfeit against North Lawndale
High School. They intend to
get that city trophy this time.
“I feel like our team is
better than ever from over the
past three years,” Mcgee said.
“We are all one unit [and] it
seem like the younger guys are
more connected with the older
guys [and] everybody is looking forward to one goal we are
brothers, and we will win.”
The Mustangs showed
patience in the homecoming
game against Hubbard High
School with their regular
season finale win, 12-6.
“We executed the game
very well,” senior receiver
Michael Hawthorne said.

“We had good alignment we
stopped one of the best running backs in the city [and]
defense played tremendously
offense scored.”
With hard work and
dedication, they are determined return to the city title.
“There’s nobody I feel like
we can’t beat if we just work
hard,” Denton said. “We’re a
defensive team, we have one of
the best defenses in the state.”
Only one Chicago Public
School football team has ever
won the IHSA championship,
and that was last year’s Phillips
High School. The deepest the
Mustangs have gone is becoming a semifinalist in 2004; they
lost to Cary-Grove, 21-14.
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After shocking finish last spring,
Mustangs expect return to finals
team will miss a player like him
and the talent he has and what he
did for our team. We know he’s
not here anymore, so I have to
step up along with everyone else.”
Junior point guard Dosunmu
is currently the No. 1-ranked
player in the state of Illinois and
No. 41 in the country (accord-

ing to 247Sports in June) and is
ready to take on the challenge of
being a leader.
“I think myself because I am
a junior and I played last year,”
Dosunmu said. “I started last year,
I’m the leader, so I have to lead us
down the right path so we can win
a city and state championship.”

Mustang
Basketball
Title Hunt
M
I
T E
The first Public League basketball champion was Lane
Tech, which won the title in
1914. MP won their first title 60 years later in 1974.

MA

he Mustangs varsity
boys basketball team is
preparing to rebound from last
season’s disappointing finish.
Head basketball coach Nick
Irvin is excited about the upand-coming basketball season
and the team’s journey to win a
city and IHSA championship.
“Absolutely, we have good
chemistry, good veteran leadership,” Irvin said. “We’re gonna
put our name on that trophy.”
Junior point guard Ayo
Dosunmu said he believes that
proper preparation prevents poor
performance on the court.
“We have been working out
for about a month the whole
month of September we have
been running on the track for
21 days straight,” Dosunmu
said. “We were running a lot;
now we are in the gym working
out, getting up and down, doing
drills, and gaining chemistry.”
Despite the unfortunate finish to last year’s post-season, the
team has many returning players
who are now skilled veterans.
Senior forward Romelo
Burrell believes the team has a
lot of chemistry which is needed

Winston said. “We had a little
hiccup last year, but I think we
are primed to win both city and
state this year.”
On paper, the Green
Machines are one of the tallest
teams in the Public League.
“We’re pretty tall this year
we have about six or five guys
who is about 6’ 5” and up,”
Burrell said. “We definitely have
a lot of length this year which
would help us a lot this year.”
New additions to the team
strive for greatness in order to fit
in one of the best systems in high
school basketball.
Senior transfer Aaron Cash
feels staying focused and working
hard is the biggest components
to learning new things.
“I’m just trying to get use to
the lifestyle,” Cash said. “Coach
Nick knows his basketball and
what it takes to have a successful basketball career, so I’m just
learning as much as I can before
the season starts.”
Although the Mustangs’
recent star, Charlie Moore, has
graduated and is furthering his
basketball career at the University of California, the team is not
letting that slow them down.
“Aww, yeah, of course we’ll
miss him,” Dosunmu said. “Any
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to be successful on the court.
“We’re coming back with a
lot of players who’ve played with
each other for the past couple of
years,” Burrell said, “so we’re going to have a strong chemistry.”
In 2013, the Mustangs
won their first IHSA Class 3A
championship since 1976, and
repeated in 2014. In 2015, the
Mustangs took third at state.
But last spring, the No.
2-ranked Mustangs fell short
of reaching the IHSA Class
3A championship tournament
for the first time in three years
thanks to an upset by No. 17
Lincoln-Way West Warriors in
the Joliet Central Supersectional
in mid-March, 68-60.
The Mustangs who were the
preseason No. 1 team and were
the favorites to win it all down the
stretch, finished the season ranked
at No. 6 after a 26-4 record.
Despite the team’s loss in the
Elite 8 round last spring, many
believe that this team has what it
takes to overcome the past.
English teacher and Mustangs superfan Gerald Winston
believes they will come back
stronger than before.
“They’re going to be more
productive, because we’re actually going to win state this year,”

The first state basketball
champion was Peoria High
School in 1908. Marshall
High School was the first
Chicago school to win the
state title in 1958. Conferences weren’t divided up into two classes until 1971. It wasn’t
until 1976 that MP basketball won a state title, and another 37
years more for its second trophy in 2013 and followed by a
championship repeat in 2014. The Mustangs captured third
place in 2015.

CHI

By Alan Taylor
and Alexis Pollard

FANS SUPPORT CUBBIES
Continued from page 16
Was he there on Addison
and Clark with the thousands of
other fans that night?
“[Heck] noooooo! Perhaps
three kids and 15 years ago,” he
wrote, “but no, I watched with
friends and family. But, if there’s
a parade I’ll be there.”
Fitzgerald did add that “...
it was really cool to see people I
know go to the game, and many
went with family members who
have been lifelong fans.”
There are those who don’t
think the Cubs are going to
come strong enough to make it
to the end.
“The Cubs made it this far,
but I think that’s just as far as they
are going to go,” senior baseball
player Kyell Alexander said.
The North Siders won the
National League Pennant for the
first time since 1945, beating the
Los Angeles Dodgers in the NL
Championship Series, 4-2. Early
on, it didn’t look good for the
Cubs, falling behind 1-2, with
both losses coming in shut-outs-similar to the team’s two losses
to the Cleveland Indians in the
World Series (as of Sunday).
The Indians have a similar
history of futility, not winning
who have not won a championship since 1948.
Historically, the Cubs haven’t
had much success since winning
their last world Series in 1908 (108

Despite the Chicago Cubs being down 1-2 to the Cleveland Indians when the poll was first published,
nearly 75 percent of the 43 respondents were confident the home team would come out victorious in
the end. B that number slipped to 67.2 percent after falling on Saturday, bringing the series to 1-3. The
Cubs did manage a win on Sunday, tightening the race to 2-3 (EMPEHI News Google Form)
years ago!). rough- out that mostly
miserable century, they earned the
nickname, the “Lovable Losers,”
thanks largely to the fans who
never seemed to give up their support—despite stunning collapses in
2003 (fan Steve Bartman interference of foul ball catch; Cubs go on
to lose NLCS to Florida Marlins),
1989 (4-1 NLCS loss to San
Francisco Giants), 1984 (grounder went under Leon Durham’s
glove and through his legs for an
error against Padres in Game 5 of
NLCS), 1969 (lost 17 1⁄2 games
in the standings to the New York
Mets in the last quarter of the
season), and, of course, no World

Series appearance since 1945—the
end of World War II.
But on the other hand,
there are those who aren’t Cubs
fans that are actually saying that
they are going to win the World
Series this year.
“I’m not a Cubs fan, but I
think it’s the Cubs [year],” social
science teacher and softball coach
Alvin James said, who is really a
New York Yankees fan. “They’re
playing really good baseball, and
they’ve been playing great all year.”
Although, this was not really
a surprise for some people.
“I was kind of expecting the
Cubs to make it this far,” senior

baseball player Michael Hawthorne said. “They have a lot of
great talent this year and a lot of
young players that can produce.”

Some expected a different
Series match-up
Earlier in the playoffs, some
fans thought other teams were
going to be successful in winning
the World Series.
“Toronto and Cubs in Game
6,” Hawthorne said, “but the
Toronto Blue Jays got this. They
have a lot of good hitters and I
can see them going pretty far.”
In order for the Cubs to win
the World Series, they need a

strength that’ll help them pull
through and make it to the end.
“Their coaching staff put
together a good group of young
guys,” junior baseball player Jamarion Loston said. “The key for
them to win the World Series is
good pitching and good defense.”
Way back when the Cubs
were up 3-2 against the Dodgers,
another baseball fan thought that
in order to maintain that lead
they would have to put in a lot of
work in Game 6--when the Cubs
actually clinched with a 5-0 win.
“[That] night they [had]
to face one of the best pitchers
in baseball which is Clayton
Kershaw,” baseball coach Ernest
Radcliffe said. “So they [had]
to try to get on base and score
as many runs as possible. Our
pitching [had] to be dominate,
our defense [had] to continue
to do what [they’d] been doing, we [had to] hit and we
also [had] to be fundamentally
sound and bunt.”
But there are those who
didn’t have faith in the Cubs
and thought they wouldn’t be
able to keep the lead against
the Dodgers during the conference series.
“I think they’re going to
lose to the Dodgers,” Alexander
said. “I think the Dodgers will
play the Indians in the World
Series.”
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By Quinita Johnson
and Larry Watts

pressive 51-yard field goal. That
same kicker forced the Mustangs
offense to work extra hard from
he Mustangs’ hopes for
deep in their own territory, as he
state title glory came to
put four kickoffs into the end
an abrupt end last Friday night
zone.
after a painful 41-7 loss to the
The last time that the MusShepard Astros.
tangs managed to get past the
In the first round of the
first round was in 2010 against
IHSA Class 6A playoffs, the
Fenton (6A). Since then, the
Mustangs kept it close for much
team has fallen to Lemont (2011
of the first half, especially after
and 2012, 6A), Montini (2013,
QB Benjamin Little connected
5A), Lincoln-Way West (2014,
with receiver Frederick McGee
6A), and Richards (2015, 6A).
on a 47-yard trip to the end
Although the team has
zone, which tightened the score
played in 5A during the reguto 14-7. Unfortunately, it was the lar season the past few years,
only points the team put up on
IHSA officials have bumped the
the scoreboard that night, as the
team up to the 6A bracket for
Astros racked up 150 yards in
the post-season run, where the
their ground game.
Mustangs have faced tougher
Arguably, the Palos Heights
opponents.
team win was thanks largely to
Now, the team will return
a formidable special team effort.
to the Public League playoffs
After the Mustangs defense
tomorrow (Thursday) against
stopped an Astros drive in the
Simeon in an attempt to deliver
first half, lifting the team’s cona city championship and perhaps
fidence, the opponent’s kicking
a Prep Bowl win. The Mustangs
team came on a delivered an imlast won the city title in 2007
against Simeon,
coincidentally,
IHSA State Playoff History
while they they
17 straight appearances
37 appearances in since 1975 (16-21 overall)
won the Prep
One of only three Public League teams to ever
Bowl title in
reach semifinals (2004)
2005 against
Public League Championship
Brother Rice—
since 2000
the first win
2012 (L) against Simeon, 35-14
in the Soldier
2010 (L) against Curie, 40-34 (OT)
2007 (W) against Simeon, 22-7
Field game in
2006 (L) against Hubbard, 27-14
school history.

T

2005 (W) against Simeon, 18-14
2002 (L) against Dunbar, 30-20
2001 (W) against Dunbar, 52-48

Prep Bowl

2007 (L) against St. Rita, 31-7
2005 (W) against Brother Rice, 14-13 (OT)
(First Prep Bowl win in school history)
2001 (L) against Mt. Carmel, 50-0
(First Prep Bowl appearance)
1971 (L) against St. Rita, 18-12

High hopes
after
beating
Westinghouse

As the
squad entered
the post season
in late October,

Mustangs running back John Phillips is stopped by a trio of Shephard Astros defenders late in the
fourth quarter of last Friday’s IHSA 6A first round match-up. (Photo by Nyah Addison)
the team was optimistic in their
quest of a city and perhaps state
title.
The Friday night game
against the Westinghouse Warriors was pivotal for the team, as
it was the all-important Public
League Crossover Game. If they
were to lose, they would have been
bumped out of city (but would
have continued on in state play),
but the Mustangs got the win in a
low-scoring battle, 7-0, despite an
admittedly messy game.
“We had a couple of miscues
on offense and a lot of turn-

overs—interceptions fumbles,
and all,” senior defensive end
Jawan Denton said. “It was
sloppy, we had a lot of mistakes.”
That said, the team was
working together at the right
time at the close of the regular
season, according to head football coach Terry Atkins.
“I think the team is looking
really well,” he said.“As a coach,
you always want your team to
play the best football later in the
year going into the playoffs, and
I think the team has really gelled
well and has great chemistry and

‘Wait till next year’ finally
arrives for Cubs fans
By Amber Collins

B

aseball fans
have mixed
feelings about the
Chicago Cubs’
long-awaited
return to the
World Series this year,
especially with
the tough fight
the Cleveland
Indians have put
up with their three
wins (as of Sunday).
With incredibly high

expectations for an MLB title-especially after the recent Sports
Illustrated cover that essentially
crowned the team even before
their National League Conference championship victory-most long-time Cub fans are
ready for the 108-year drought to
be over.
“Can they win...of course!”
social science teacher James
Fitzgerald wrote in an email.
“They beat Kershaw in the last
series, and they are the better
team. I know baseball, like most
sports, involves a good bit of
luck, but they are the better team

and that usually wins out.”
But Friday night’s World
Series Game 3 loss at Wrigley
Field blind-sided the the teacher who bleeds Cubbie blue.
“[I was] shocked because
they were facing a pitcher
who normally throws fly ball
pitches, and the wind was
blowing out,” Fitz wrote. “But,
they are a good team and
are in the World Series for a
reason.”

Please turn to page 15 for
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is playing really well as a unit, so
I think we look really good.”
Hopes were high for the
football team as they entered the
first round.
“I think we definitely exceeded expectations because we
established ourself in the run,”
football coach Chris Hopkins
said. “If you know football, if
you’re a sound running football
team, it can open you up to do
anything you want to do.”
Concerning improvements
and weaknesses, the team was
very confident and they had each
other’s back as far as working together to win the games, according to senior receiver Jermaine
Anderson.
“We have a bond,” Anderson
said, “[and] as long as our offense scores the points [and] our
defense has our back, we should
do well.”
The team has to be on point
with everything in order to win
the city and state championship,
dealing with grades and on the
field.
“We all know what we want
[and] everybody seems on point
with everything,” senior receiver Fredrick Mcgee said.“For
instance, grades, we have to keep
our grades up in order to play,
that’s the first thing and secondly
we do what we gotta do on the
field and take care of business.”
Last year in the semi-finals,
they lost their chance of getting
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