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Residents voice
complaints about
students parking
along Hermosa

Student cars crowd the east side of the 109th block of Hermosa Avenue, leaving essentially no space for residents. At last
month’s Local School Council meeting, those who live along
that stretch voiced complaints about the now-limited parking space, as well as reports of some students who have left
trash and been disrespectful. (Photo by Diamond Thomas)
Aspen Challenge members use a PowerPoint to explain to guests why freshly-prepared food is
far superior to processed products most are drawn to eating today. (Photo by Diamond Thomas)

By Perriel Ballard
and Karrion Calvin

A

spen Challenge students
kicked off a series of a
taste tests featuring fresh food
last month, as a long-term effort
to make students understand the
distinction between “real” food
and unhealthy food.
Eight Aspen Challenge
students planned a menu and

purchased fresh ingredients from
the local Mariano’s grocery store,
which was then used by professional chef—who is an alumnus—
to prepare a high-quality meal for
students to taste. The team hoped
to help students realize that a reasonably easy-to-prepare meal, featuring fresh produce and protein
can be flavorful (or “real” food),
in stark contrast to the unhealthy,
high-fat, high-sodium processed

food typically opted by teens.
“Since the challenge is about
real food and the importance of it,
we’re hoping to change how our
peers eat,” junior Kayla Stewart
said. “We want them to know what
they’re putting into their bodies.”
This is all part of the Aspen
Challenge program, which cul-

Please turn to page 4 for

EAT REAL FOOD

By Alina Scott

T

here’s been considerable outcry and
concern about the student and
visitor parking lot switch, particularly by local residents who
have suffered a loss of parking
spaces as well as some claims
of disrespect by students using
the street parking.
Residents who live near
the high school, have recently
come forward, at both the

March Local School Council meeting and at a special
evening meeting two weeks
ago, have voiced concerns and
complaints regarding the dramatic increase in the volume
of students parking along the
109th block of Hermosa Avenue, according to Principal
Carolyn Epps, PhD.

Please turn to page 6 for

PARKING
PROBLEMS

Officials threaten to end school year
three weeks early due to budget shortfall
By Destinee Owens
and Kiah Nason

C

hicago Public Schools
(CPS) may close
nearly three weeks early if the
cash-strapped system does not
receive a large funding infusion from the state government.
CPS CEO Forrest Claypool announced on February
27 that the school year might

end as early as Thursday, June 1
instead of Tuesday, June 20, due
to the school board being short
$215 million, which was money
the board had counted on receiving from Gov. Bruce Rauner and
the Illinois legislature.
Many of the staff feel it is a
horrible idea to shut the schools
down so early.
“That’s some [expletive]
right there,” Chicago Teachers
Union (CTU) associate delegate

and English teacher Gerald
Winston said. “That’s taking 14
days away from the teachers,
so you’re talking almost $6,000
I’m losing. I have a mortgage
to pay and I have kids to worry
about, and then what about kids
in daycare? If you close that
early, where are the kids going to go? They’re going to be
all out in the streets doing lord
knows what, and it’s going to be
warm, so you’re going to have all

these high schoolers out in the
streets—you know the crime rate
in Chicago is going to go up.
Kids need to be in school and I
need my money.”
Another teacher, librarian and Senior Class sponsor
Kandice Morgan Library, is also
strongly concerned.
“There will be more possibilities of our kids being out in the
streets, more crime, but for parents, they depend on the school

dates set, and now they have to
pay for child care which could
affect their finances,” she said.
“I’m a teacher and my husband’s a teacher, and we still
have to save our own money
for the summer—we had not
planned on the whole month.
And there aren’t many options
for summer school; me being

Please turn to page 6 for
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Sorry Trump, diversity
makes you smarter
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By Arionna Moss

F

or several years, society
has shown that diversity
is a significant aspect in the effective growth of communities
today. Everything from race,
gender, ethnicity, religion, sexual
orientation, culture, and many
more identities are essential to
the development of countries.
When diversity is focused on
gender influence, it has its perks.
“Companies that put a priority on innovation are worth more
when women hold top leadership
positions,” according the Washington Post. “These companies
are $44 million more valuable, on
average, according to a multiyear
academic study of Standard and
Poor’s top 1,500 firms.”
Experts say that being
exposed to a diverse setting has
several advantages too.
“Cultural diversity is important because our country, workplaces, and schools increasingly
consist of various cultural, racial,
and ethnic groups,” according to
Kaplan University. “We can learn

ed

from one another, but first we must
have a level of understanding about
each other in order to facilitate collaboration and cooperation. Learning about other cultures helps us
understand different perspectives
within the world in which we live,
and helps dispel negative stereotypes and personal biases about
different groups.”

edit

In contrast, some people
believe that diversity is not
important.
“... [M]ore diverse communities tend to ‘distrust their
neighbors, regardless of the
color of their skin, to withdraw

news briefs
JROTC NEWS
JROTC volunteers and staff members Brenda Price, Annette Snyder-Foster and assistant Teresa Jackson-Hall were
a great help with the program’s service learning project. The
group packed over 24,000 meals for starving children in Haiti
and Nicaragua.

Please turn to page 5 for

DIVERSITY, YES

Choose your major
with eye to the future

By Arionna Moss

C

orial

ollege, for many, is
just a few months
away, but for others it’s four
years. It’s full of life-changing
experiences and goals centered
around a better life. The biggest change from high school
and college, however, is the
education curriculum. High
school requires all students
to complete the same general

classes and general credits.
College is designed around a
major that the student hopes
to seek a degree in.
High school and college
students should not only
focus on a major that they are
passionate about, but also one
that is highly paid and growing fast.

Please turn to page 5 for
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INTERNATIONAL BACCALUAREATE NEWS

Acting?
What’s
holding
you back?
My name is Kobe Jones and
I’m an actor for two of the biggest companies on television (I
can’t give out the name, but very
soon you will be seeing me all
over the Internet).
Acting has shown me many
ways to improve on life and
reflect on life. There have been
nights where I won’t sleep just
to practice for a play or a certain
show script.
I’ve been active in acting
for about 6-7 years, and it really
show you a different life than
what you see. It opens up so
many opportunities and it shows
you how the things we watch are
constructed and how it comes
together.
There are many ways to sign
up for acting online and getting
a chance to be discovered. There
are also many ways to sign up
for acting school all around the
world.

Please turn to page 7 for

TRY ACTING

For the fourth year, the City of Chicago again paired
Morgan Park High School with a foreign consulate to engage
students in global issues. This year, the Indonesian Consulate
came on Wednesday, March 8 in the auditorium and presented
to our International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP)
junior and senior-level students.
Ms. Rosmalawati Chalid, the Consul General, presented
various elements of Indonesian history and culture to our
students. She spoke about democratic institutions, religion,
and customs while showing beautiful images of the country and
people.
The presentation was followed by a rousing pop quiz, where
students competed for prizes based on knowledge of her presentation. Ms. Chalid then presented the school with a plaque in
appreciation of our visit.
The school has also been invited to visit the Indonesian
Cultural Center. The Center hosts a collection of traditional
Indonesian musical instruments, the Gamelan and Angklung.
The Center also provides free Indonesian language class, free
Indonesian traditional dance class and free Gamelan class every
Saturday. Our students have been invited to come learn to play
Gamelan and receive a short course in Southeast Asia’s musical
tradition.

Rosmalawati Chalid (right), the Indonesian Consul General,
presents a plaque to IBDP coordinator Morgan Mudron in
appreciation of the recent visit to the school when she discussed various elements of Indonesian history and culture
to our students.
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Honor roll, perfect attendance students rewarded
A

number of students who
demonstrate excellent
academic and attendance efforts
were recognized by school officials
during a special assembly held in
the auditorium last month.
Those who had perfect attendance, straight-A grades, or a
combination of A and B grades
by the close of first semester were
invited to Blackwelder Hall to
be rewarded with certificates announcing their achievement. Additionally, those students received
a ticket for admittance to the
school spirit pep rally on March 3
that featured special guests Queen
Key and the Taylor Girlz, as well
as the school’s own spirit groups.
The principal, Carolyn Epps,
PhD., recognized each student
with a handshake and personalized certificate; the event was
coordinated by librarian Kandice
Morgan and assisted by English
teacher Gerald Winston.
Fifteen honor roll students
received straight A’s first semester: Briana Bragg, Deandre Free-

man, Kaleia Maxey, Jada Brown,
Iyania Golliday, Vernisha Perkins,
Brianna Davis, Kayla Holloway,
Diamond Thomas, Teri Dillard,
Nailah Johnson, Emerald Warr,
Serena Echols, Janell Mason, and
Jacob Williams; 116 students
received A’s and B’s for the first
semester.
Special recognition was also
made to the 55 students who had
perfect attendance for the first
half of the year.

Above: A/B honor roll students
hold their certificates during
the assembly held to recognized their academic achievement. Far right: Sophomore
Zharmeece receives her certificate from Principal Carolyn
Epps for perfect attendance.
At right: Senior Shelbi Winstonbatts proudly holds her
attendance certificate. (Photos
by Briaizha Steele)

Students earn awards at city science fair
S

Seventh grade
award-winner Brianna Berry

tudents competed in
the 67th City Science
Fair, on Sunday, March 19 at the
Museum of Science and Industry
and earned high honors.
Approximately 300 Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) students
whose science projects were
selected from school fairs and
subsequent area fairs were judged
during the March weekend’s
citywide fair, including six students from MP.

Senior Kapri Dowdell
received a silver award and a
cash award; sophomore Jamal
Broy received a silver award
and a cash award; freshman
Kourtini Brandy received a
silver award, freshman Dorian
Coleman received a silver
award, and eighth grader
Michelle Herring 8th grade
received a Silver Award and a
cash award.
Additionally, seventh

grader Brianna Berry received
a silver award, which included
a cash award and from the
Metropolitan Water Reclamation District of Greater Chicago (MWRD), plus a letter of
commendation, an invitation
to the Commissioner’s Award
Ceremony, and a boat tour of
the Chicago River and Lake
Michigan with lunch on board
for her and parent.
For more than 25 years,

employees of the MWRD have
judged science fair projects at the
Museum of Science and Industry
for the CPS Science Fair and
the Non-Public School Science
Fair. At each of these two fairs,
MWRD employees chose 25
winning projects in the field of
ecology.
In addition, all students
received a nylon drawstring bag
with safety supplies, gifts and
candy.

EMPEHI News has ‘Superior’ overall newspaper,
ties fifth overall in journalism competition awards
T

he McCormick Foundation and the Scholastic
Press Association of Chicago
(SPAC) celebrated their 25th
annual media awards contest for
high school journalism, at which
EMPEHI News earned a total of
seven awards, five being a “superior” rating, including the coveted
Overall Newspaper category.
Against the 10 other participating schools, both Chicago
public schools and local parochial
schools, EMPEHI News earned
seven total collected awards
among the 24 categories, coming
in fifth place behind students at
Jones College Preparatory who
won first with the most overall
awards (14), followed by Lane
Technical College Preparatory and Walter Payton College
Preparatory which tied with 12,
steinmetz (11), Taft (8).
Mustang reporters placed
fifth (tied with Mother McAuley
High School) despite only being

individual SPAC journalism winners

Myriah Sephus
Sports Photo
(Superior)

Kiah Nason & Destinee Owens
Sports Feature Story
(Excellent)

able to enter work in 13 of the 17
print-related categories; the other
seven areas for judging are in
electronic media, such as broadcast and website-related journalism, both of which MP has no
presence. Payton (2nd) earned
four awards of their awards in
the electronic areas.
One particularly bright spot
in this year’s competition was the
publication’s Superior for Overall
Newspaper award for the second

Natasha Rivers & Braijon Carter
News Story
(Superior)

year in a row, and the fifth in the
last six years.
The only other schools to
also earn the top score in this
coveted category were Steinmetz
(Steinmetz Star) and Lane Tech
(The Warrior).
Included in a PDF summary of the awards given at the
annual journalism conference are
judging comments that explain
why entries won and what can
be improved. EMPEHI News

Arionna Moss
Editorial/Opinion
(Superior)

was noted for its style and strong
news content.
“This is another paper that’s
unafraid to tackle hard news,”
the comments state. “Good work
drawing story ideas from the
news beyond school activities.
The paper also covered somewhat
touchy topics that sometimes offend administrators: One focused
on a jump in false fire alarms at
the school--and the fact that a
distrubance arose during one that

Alina Scott
Original Comic
(Excellent)

included students tauting police.”
It appears that EMPEHI
News would have won an award
for Sports News (for seniors
Alan Taylor and Alexis Pollard),
as suggested by the glowing
commentary provided in SPAC
review, but, accidentally, only half
of the story was provided to the
judges.

Please turn to page 5 for
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EAT REAL FOOD
Continued from page 1
minates on April 6, when teams
will present their solutions to a
panel of judges. One winning
team will head to the Aspen
Ideas Festival in Aspen, Colorado to present their work.

Healthy taste test

Apparently, students were
pulled in to experience the taste
test with a healthy meal made by
a chef, held in Blackwelder Hall
during seventh and eighth period
one day last month.
“We’re baiting [students]
with the real food we provided
and the junk food they had when
they first walked in,” Stewart
said. “Hopefully, as we do this
more, they will care and worry
about what’s in their food.”
When guests first arrived
to the demonstration, they
were greeted at the auditorium
entrance with reheated frozen
mini-pizza rolls and broken
shards of Blue Raspberry Pop
Tarts—foods that many teens say
they like to eat.
However, many health
experts say Pop-Tarts are bad for
you. According to IsItBadForYou.com, a site whose mission is

At left: Professional chef and Class of
2014 alum Maya James and Aspen Challenge member La’Taylor Johnson prepare the griddle set-up as a first step in
making chicken salad. Above: Fresh fruit
and scoops of the freshly-made chicken
salad are dished out for student guests to
sample. (Photo by Diamond Thomas)
to inform people to make healthy
decisions, “These sugary pastries
are high in fat, sugar, sodium, and
additives, yet offer little nutritional value,” giving the processed
product a grade of F.
Similarly, the food research
website gives Totino’s pizza
rolls a fat F too, stating, “Pizza
rolls are bad for you. Pizza rolls
are marketed as an oven baked
or microwaveable snack…
contain[ing] excessive preservatives, lots of sodium, and are a
high-calorie food.”
That said, the staff mem-

ber whose idea it was to bring
the Aspen Challenge to school,
hopes this type of eating experience will wake kids up.
“I think this event will
get students to think about
what they are eating,” IBMYP
coordinator Timothy Gronholm
said. “I think as we continue to
offer events like these through
the course of the year, it will raise
awareness to eat better food.”
The event opened with an
informative PowerPoint, during which Challenge members
explained how so much of what

Americans eat is high in unhealthy
ingredients, many of which lead to
obesity and physical illnesses.
At least one student appeared to have a solid understanding about “good” food
versus “bad” food.
“Good foods would probably
be like fruits and vegetables, and
not chips and honey buns, and
the stuff [the cafeteria] feed[s] us
for lunch like those same chicken
patties, chicken nuggets, and pizza
and it’s poor quality and I really
hate the food because they don’t
have a lot of variety of food for

Polished Pebbles visit Bloomingdale’s
By Zharmeece Watkins

T

he Polished Pebbles
organization went on
a job-shadowing trip early
last month. Polished Pebbles
is a girls group that provides
advice and experiences to help
young ladies be classy and
prepared for the real world.
Participants from seventh

grade through sophomore year
traveled downtown to the upscale
Bloomingdale’s department store
on 900 North Michigan Avenue
on March 3. Wearing their pretty
pink cardigans, the young ladies
were properly welcomed with a
bag full of beauty products and
treats throughout the day.
Different activities were offered, starting with the program’s

introduction, a 7th level department store tour of what they
wanted us to see (which included
visual aides for proper work attire
and an arts and crafts project).
Throughout the day, the
ladies met with different employees and the headquarter
representatives from over all the
Bloomingdale’s in Chicagoland
area.

The day’s leader, Ms.
Wanda, taught the ladies how
to properly “shine,” ask questions and be yourself. Shine
is used when meeting different people; it is an acronym
for Smiling, saying Hello,
Introducing of yourself, Nodding to show engagement,
and respectfully Ending the
conversation.

POLISHED PEBBLES
AT BLOOMINGDALE’S

Clockwise from top
left: Participants take a
guided tour of the upscale Michigan Avenue
department store;
a Polished Pebble
shows off a work outfit
she put coordinated;
store reps discuss the
importance of “SHINE;”
girls design special
shopping bags for the
day. (Photos by Zharmeece Watkins and
Naomi Evans)

people,” junior Janell Mason said,
who attended the event. “I can’t eat
meat, and they don’t have a variety
for those who can’t eat meat.”
An Aspen Challenge member had a particular opinion of
good and bad food.
“My idea of real food is food
that which is naturally grown out
the ground or there’s not much
done to it,” Stewart said. “Junk
food is processed, has a bunch of
chemicals, preservatives, and has
a bunch of colors and such.”
The Class of 2014 alum who
performed cooking duties for the
event, added her own criteria to
healthy eating.
“Bad and good food depends
on the person because everyone
has their own calorie count and
different needs,” chef Maya
James said. “What’s good for one
person may be bad for the other.”
James, who is the daughter of
social science teacher Alvin James,
is on staff at Ruxpin (851 N. Ashland Ave.), an upscale restaurant
with a menu featuring French
technique and Asian influences.
During her on-stage
demonstration, the Ruxpin chef
prepared a chicken salad from
scratch, made from sautéed
onion, celery, and diced chicken,
then mixed with a bit of mayonnaise and a few herbs. This, along
with some fresh fruit, was served
to guests to try. It appeared that
all, including administrators Dr.
Carolyn Epps and Gail Tennial,
enjoyed the light meal.
One student also felt that
the Aramark-run cafeteria
should offer a menu more the
like Aspen Challenge did and
serve higher-quality food.
“I feel like we should serve
more real food, because if the
servers actually supply us with
real food, we could always do
something ourselves,” junior
Lataylor Johnson said. “We have
Student Council, we have ways
to make a difference. Even if we
can’t do it for us, we can do it for
ourselves.”
Even the professional chef
thought the school should make
a change to their variety of food.
“If they are going to serve the
lunch they do, I think they should
implement a salad bar or something that is healthy,” James said.
Johnson thought the event
went very well.
“I feel like it was very successful,” she said. “Everybody was
interactive and everybody liked
what we were doing…everyone
seemed engaged, there was nobody who seemed like they were
bored or uninterested.”
One student who attended the
event even admitted to being persuaded to be aware of what she eat.
“I’ve always wanted to eat
healthier, it’s just the part where
you have to actually eat healthy
[is tough],” sophomore Serena
Echols said, “but I can do it.”
The Aspen Challenge group
plans to hold additional food
taste tests on Tuesdays—watch
for announcements.

SCHOOL NEWS
EMPEHI News

05

A P R I L

2 0 1 7

EDITORIAL: FUTURE CAREER
Continued from page 2
People who obtain a
bachelor’s degree for petroleum
engineering currently have the
highest paid major with a median
starting salary of $93,000 and

a median mid-career salary of
$157,000, according to thebestschools.org.
On the other hand, not all
colleges students work towards a

science, technology, engineering,
and math (STEM) degree. Some
students focus more on majoring
in their best interest.
According to the Wall Street

EDITORIAL: DIVERSITY, YES
Continued from page 2
even from close friends, to
expect the worst from their
community and its leaders,
to volunteer less, give less to
charity and work on community projects less often, to register to vote less, to agitate for
social reform more but have
less faith that they can actually make a difference, and to
huddle unhappily in front of
the television,’” Harvard political scientist Robert Putnam
wrote in “Bowling Alone,” his
2000 book on declining civic
engagement.
However, diversity is
necessary in many settings.
“Diversity in higher
education is often framed in
three ways: structural diversity, or the composition of the
student body; classroom diversity, or curricula about and
interactions between diverse
people in the classroom; and
informal interactional diversity, or the interactions among

students of different backgrounds
outside the classroom,” according
to an editorial published on the
Century Foundation website. “...
That is, it improved intellectual
engagement, self-motivation,
citizenship and cultural engagement, and academic skills like
critical thinking, problem solving,
and writing—for students of all
races. In other words, interacting
with diverse peers outside a classroom setting directly benefits
students, making them better
scholars, thinkers, and citizens.”
Likewise, college diversity
impacted the growth of young
adults who are discovering themselves.
“With technology streamlining worldwide real-time
interaction, business connections
are becoming more global, and
attending a diverse college aids
in this development by introducing students to different cultures
and concepts on a smaller level in
preparation for a post-graduation

world,” according to Niche.
“So when students from diverse colleges graduate, they’re
more prepared to leave the
‘bubble’.”
Overall, diversity needs
to be influenced more for a
productive society.
“This is how diversity
works: by promoting hard work
and creativity; by encouraging
the consideration of alternatives
even before any interpersonal
interaction takes place,” according to a report entitled, “How
Diversity Makes Us Smarter,”
published in the Scientific
American. “The pain associated
with diversity can be thought
of as the pain of exercise. You
have to push yourself to grow
your muscles. The pain, as the
old saw goes, produces the gain.
In just the same way, we need
diversity—in teams, organizations and society as a whole—if
we are to change, grow and
innovate.”

Journal, English language and literature degrees are the highest paid
liberal arts major with a median
starting salary of $39,000 and median mid-career salary of $69,000.
In contrast, not all of the
well-paid majors are the best majors. Some of the rapidly growing
majors are top-notch too.
According to the College
Board, a bachelor’s degree for
construction managing job will
increase by 138,000 openings
from 2008 to 2018.
Additionally, jobs that regard
associate’s degrees or less are
highly anticipated too.
An associate’s degree or
certificate for registered nursing
jobs will increase by 1,039,000
openings from 2008 to 2018, according to the College Board.
Although deciding on a major brings many people one step
closer to their futures, getting
into college is the real goal.
In 2014, an estimated
73 percent of Chicago Public
Schools’ (CPS) students will
graduate high school, and of
those students, 40 percent will
enroll into a four-year college
and from that, 49 percent will
earn a bachelor’s degree within
six years of graduating high
school, according to the University of Chicago.
Furthermore, most CPS students have a higher acceptance
rate for in-state colleges and
universities.

Most CPS graduates are
accepted into Chicago State
University, Depaul University, Illinois State University, Northern
Illinois University, University of
Illinois at Chicago, and University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, according to the Chicago
Tribune.
Likewise, the Chicago Tribune also shared some statistics
about the graduation rate from
these schools.
“...[A] six-year graduation rate of 75 percent for CPS
students at the University of
Illinois at Urbana-Champaign…
an 18 percent graduation rate at
Chicago State University… The
graduation rates for CPS students range from 65 percent at
DePaul to 49 percent at UIC…
Just 30 percent of CPS students
graduate from NIU within six
years,” according to the 2014
Chicago Tribune story.
Going to college and
graduating is one of the biggest
difficulties for many students, but
the goal will always be to make
something of themselves.
“By going to college, your
child will likely have more flexibility to choose what type of
house he/she lives in, what type
of car he/she drives, what places
he/she will visit during vacations, and many other things,”
according to the Center for the
Education and Study of Diverse
Populations.
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Table 1
Table 1
Table 1
Piece), each of whom earned
Taft
Steinmetz
Payton
Phoenix
Pritzker
7.4
Asian
2.6
Asian
16.6
1.2
Asian
0.1
Asian
strong praise from the judges. Asian
2.6
Black
14.5
Black
12.3
Black
19.5
Black
2.8
Black
“Excellent photograph
Hispanic
39.7
Hispanic
73.2
Hispanic
Hispanic
22.2
78.3
Hispanic
95.9
47.6
White
8.1
43.3
White
0.4
White
depicting speed and movement,”White
0.5
White
Other
2.7
Other
1.6
Other
5.6
Other
0.6
Other
0.7
the comments announce in the
summary about Sephus’ sports
MARIST
HIGH
SCHOOL
JONESBlack
COLLEGE
LANE Black
TECH COLLEGE
PREP Other
MCAULEY
COLLEGE
PREP
MORGAN
PARK
photo. “A perfect composiAsian
Black
Hispanic
White
Other
Asian
HispanicPREP
White
Other
Asian
Hispanic
White
Asian
Black
Hispanic
White
Other
Asian
Black
Hispanic
White
Other
Private School (as of 2014)
Selective Enrollment (2016-17)
Selective Enrollment (2016-17)
Private School (2016-17)
Neighborhood
School (2016-17)
tion that allows for the subject
to move through the frame. A
highly energetic image.”
Those who earned Excellent
recognition were Kiah Nason and
Destinee Owens (Sports Feature
1
1
1
1
1
Story), and Alina Scott (Original
Drawing or Comic).
After taking the Metra at
7:13 a.m. to the LaSalle Street
PRITZKER COLLEGE PREP
PAYTON COLLEGE PREP
PHOENIX MILITARY ACAD.
STEINMETZ COLLEGE PREP TAFT HIGH SCHOOL
Station, the group’s first stop was
Charter School (2016-17)
Selective Enrollment (2016-17)
Selective Enrollment (2016-17)
Selective Enrollment (2016-17)
Neighborhood School (2016-17)
the SPAC meeting at Roosevelt
University where they were
It appears that journalism programs are offered almost exclusively in Chicago Public Schools (CPS) and other Chicago-area
served breakfast and where able
high schools that are typically selective enrollment and/or have a student body that is either white and/or Hispanic, as sugto attend different workshops
gested by the limited number of schools that participated in this years Scholastic Press Association’s journalism/newspaper
about how to become journalcompetition. MORGAN PARK was the only school that has a predominantly African American student body and one of only two
ist. Some topics included The
neighborhood (general)
enrollment schools (Taft
being the other) that 1participated with journalism
entries. (Demographics1
1
1
1
Life of a TV Reporter--Finding
source: Chicago Public Schools and Illinois School Report Cards)
Your Passion, Getting Great

In black and white: MP only African American school to compete
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EARLY CLOSE
Continued from page 1
a library teacher, we are not really
needed in summer school, and
with my husband being a elementary teacher, [there won’t] be any
grammar school summer school.”
Many have expressed
concern as to how a June 1
shutdown would impact end-ofthe-year events and programs, including senior and eighth grade
graduation, the senior prom, final
assessments, second semester
grade entry, yearbook distribution, and others.
While no definite decisions
have been announced by CPS,
school administrators have said
that senior graduation would go
on as scheduled, as the school
has a contract with the House of
Hope venue for Monday, June
12. However, the board has not
yet indicated how employees
such as security would be paid.
Similarly, the eighth grade
graduation is expected to go

on for the date already scheduled, which is Monday, June
19. Although it will be held in
Blackwelder Hall, the school’s
auditorium, and it’s well after the
June 1 date, CPS would have to
announce any change. According
to the CPS district calendar, it is
currently mandated that elementary graduations ceremonies cannot be held prior to June 15.
Final exams, grade entry, and
yearbook distribution would have to
be moved up significantly into May,
while the prom would be unaffected, scheduled for Friday, May 26.

How did it get so bad?

Rauner vetoed a bill in
November that would have given
Chicago schools an additional
$215 million to help cover CPS
pension obligations, but the
governor’s approval was linked
to Illinois Senate President John
Cullerton following through on

WILL IT HAPPEN? If the

school board holds to its
early February threat to close
early due to an expected $129
million budget shortfall, both
elementary and high schools,
including Morgan Park, would
see the last day of school on
Thursday, June 1 rather than
the current official day of
Tuesday, June 20.
promised pension reform measure which didn’t happen.
Since that time, the school
board has instituted an number of
cost-cutting measures, including
mandating four unpaid furlough
days for all CPS employees ($35
million), freezing schools’ discretionary spending budgets ($31
milllion), among cuts, leaving a
$129 million yet to be filled.
Ending the year 14 days
early, and canceling summer
school for all students except

those in high school, would save
around $96 million to cover the
remaining shortfall.
CPS would be penalized by
the state if it doesn’t meet the
minimum number of school days,
according to Illinois State Board
of Education (ISBE) Superintendent Tony Smith, in a February 28 Chicago Tonight interview. On the WTTW program,
Smith said the district would lose
1/176th of CPS funding per day
lost, or around $5 million.

Could the year be saved?

now student-only lot, affixing
Student Parking signage. While
speaking with head engineer Michael Cox, he explained that likely over the first weekend of April,
each and every parking space on
the school campus would have
a large painted number on it.
Students who purchase a parking
sticker, and all staff members, will
be assigned a specific parking
spot for them to use.
Also, each lot will be given
a new, lettered designation (from
south to north): Student Parking
Lot A; Staff Parking Lots B, C,
D, E (near the soccer field); and
Visitors Parking Lot F.
Despite the related problems, at least one senior believes
that the parking lots being
switched was helpful in monitoring the student activity, but is less
convenient for the students.
“I suppose that since they
moved [the parking lots] there
hasn’t been any bad activity going on,” twelfth grader Naomi
Cobbs said. “However, I do feel
like it’s a rather inconvenient for
the students because now there’s
less room, they have to pay, and
it’s a little more inconvenient for
the students to get to the school
and getting out of the school
versus its original location. It was
simple. You were easily able to
get in and out.”
Additionally, senior student
Madlock sees the now-vacant
visitors space as wasted space.
“They’re not using the
[original student] parking lot for
whatever they said they were going to use it for so it’s just sitting
there all empty. It’s kinda pointless we have it now,” she said.
And now some are concerned that student drivers are
now forced to park in an area
that can be perceived as potentially hazardous, referring to the
busy Monterey Avenue four-way

stop sign intersection.
“It’s more dangerous,” Madlock said. “…[N]ow you have to
cross that [intersection], and, you
know, people don’t follow the
rules sometimes. So the students
can get hit.”
Cobbs agreed that there are
dangers as some drivers ignore
the stop signs and drive right
through.
“If they come out of the
parking lot, and someone doesn’t
see them, they’re more prone to
an accident now,” the senior said.
Senior Kayla Darby speculated on why the parking lots
were repurposed.
“I think they’re trying to
be slick,” Darby said. “[The
students] fight in the parking
lot. By cutting off the parking
lot, and the police station being
right there [the students can be
monitored closely].”
Cobbs agreed, but thinks
that those who caused the
problems should be the ones
punished.
“I feel like, as I do for most
things, it’s rather wrong to punish everybody just because a few
people are doing wrong,” Cobbs
said. “If they wanted to prevent
that, they should’ve had security
standing out there. They also say
it’s more friendly because the
police station is closer. Come
on, now. It’s not going to make a
difference.”
But for now, it appears that
the changes will remain permanently, but if students continue to
park along Hermosa, they should
at least behave better so that the
residents don’t implement parking restrictions.
“If somebody asks you to
move because it’s their house,
you need to move because this
is their house,” Darby said. “You
need to be parking in the student
parking lot, actually.”

In order to salvage the year,
and perhaps the future of CPS,
the district filed a lawsuit against
the state, claiming “separate and
unequal systems of funding for
public education in Illinois,”
seeking equitable funding.
Despite pleas to Judge Franklin
Ulyses Valderrama of the Cook
County Chancery Division to
deliver a preliminary motion by
May 1, little progress has been
reported.

PARKING PROBLEMS
Continued from page 1
“We are looking into what’s
causing their complaints,” the
principal said. “My understanding
is that students are blocking driveways, some students are dumping
garbage in people’s yards and being
extremely rude and disrespectful.
We’re going to look to see who’s
out there. I’ve recommended the
residents call the police so those
students can be ticketed and towed
if necessary. No one should have
their property damaged or defaced.
Our students have to respect the
community as well so we’re looking to meet with the residents to
try to make sure our students are
respecting their property.”

RESIDENTS SPEAK

Approximately 11 residents
attended the LSC meeting on
Wednesday, March 15, airing
their grievances—some angrily—
to the principal and board members. While most were concerned
with the significantly reduced
parking available, others said
they were upset because some
students were leaving trash in the
yards, blocking driveways, engaging in inappropriate and even
illegal behaviors, and then were
disrespectful when confronted.
Then, a special meeting was
called during the week of March 20
so that administrators could hold a
direct discussion with residents in
an attempt to find a solution.
One popular hope by
those from Hermosa was that
the student parking lot would
return to the original location.
With that appearing unlikely,
other solutions were discussed,
including making the 109th
block Residential Zone Parking
only, meaning cars without a city
permit would be ticketed.
Another idea that appeared
to gain some traction was to
make Hermosa a one-way street,
going south.

Head engineer Michael Cox installs a new Student Parking sign
in the south parking lot. Soon, each parking spot will have an
assigned number for each assigned car. (Photo by Diamond
Thomas)
Music teacher Matthew
Kerr feels sorry for the residents.
“I can see the concern of the
homeowners,” Kerr said. “They
paid a lot of money for their
houses and they don’t want crap
thrown on their lawn and they
don’t want people yelling and
just being disrespectful. Nobody
wants that.”
Senior Marissa Madlock
sides with the affected residents, but appeared upset about
how the school went about the
change.
“This is their neighborhood
and people are coming in and
taking their parking spaces because
of something the school did that
was very unnecessary,” she said.
“They didn’t even explain why they
were doing it. Maybe if they would
explain why, people would view it
differently. They said, ‘We’re going
use that for the visitors parking
lot,’ but the visitors don’t park over
there. It’s only a dollar, but still…
[it’s] like not everyone could get a
parking spot.”
While the parking lot
change was announced the first
week of February, via a distrib-

uted letter, the principal’s online
newsletter, and a front page story
in EMPEHI News, Dr. Epps
clarified on why the move was
necessary.
“One of the reasons we’ve
relocated the student lot was to
ensure that students would be
more safe,” she said. “We knew
that there were some incidents
with students being involved in
fights and other inappropriate—
sometimes illicit—behaviors in
that lot. So one of the reasons is
so we can monitor it better. Also,
we now know who’s parking
there because students have to
give us their license plate number
and of course it’s just a onetime, $1 fee for a parking sticker.
There’s roughly the same amount
of spaces so any student who
wants to park in the lot has to
pay a $1 one time for the whole
time they’re at Morgan Park
and get a sticker and give us the
license plate number.”

MORE CHANGES TO COME

In fact, late on Friday, March
24, school engineers removed the
old visitor parking signs from the
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Proposed one-day strike may be a long shot
By Rodney Ingram
and Jeremiah Harris

W

hile support by
teachers at Morgan
Park appears low, the Chicago
Teachers Union (CTU) delegates
are expected to hold a vote this
evening, April 5, on whether or
not to hold a one-day strike to
take place on Monday, May 1 to
protest school cuts, particularly
the threat to end the year three
weeks early.
Based on the near-unanimous vote against a one-day
strike tallied at a teachers union
meeting held in the library last
month, it seems unlikely that
the CTU will follow through on
the threat made in early March.
This was warning was triggered
by Chicago Public School CEO
Forrest Claypool’s prediction
that the district would be forced
to close on Thursday, June 1,
because of a budget shortfall of
$215 million.
CTU has argued that CPS
has instituted “massive” contract violations, including four
furlough days as well as threatening to end the school year nearly
three weeks early on June 1,
unless it receives pension funding
from the state.
In response, CPS, has filed a

charge with the Illinois Educational Labor Relations Board
seeking to prohibit the possible
one-day strike under state law.
If the one-day strike happens, it would be the union’s
third work stoppage in five years.

RESPONDING TO CUTS

The union proposed the
strike to bring attention to the
relentless cuts the board has
imposed on schools and teachers
this year.
“[Union officials] want to
bring focus that [teachers] are
being furloughed those four
days, they are threatening to cut
the school year short, and their
budgeting within the classroom,”
CTU associate delegate and English teacher Gerald Winston said.
But even if a strike is set, the
union rep doesn’t see much of an
impact.
“Honestly, I don’t think it
will change anything,” Winston
said. “I’m not for it, it’s a silly
idea—we are already losing pay
for four days, [and] now you
wanna protest and lose an additional day of pay?”
Theory of Knowledge
(TOK) teacher Alvin James
doesn’t even know why the
teachers want to go on the strike.
“I kinda wish I knew what

they were doing it for, but I don’t
really know why they are doing
it,” James said.
One teacher, however, said
he understands why some would
want to strike.
‘’To fight for our students,”
curriculum coordinator Gerald
Moore said. “Our students need
nurses, good food, smaller classes,
and our students need more
attention. We want to strike to
get more help from CPS to help
students that come from different
situations.”
Teachers also gave reasons
how the strike would impact the
students’ instructional time.
“If it was a one-day strike,
students will have to stay home
and will not learn on that day,”
Moore said, adding facetiously,
“Students will be very sad not to
come and learn at Morgan Park
that day.”
The strike will make changes
that would benefit Morgan Park,
the teachers, and students.
“Last year, the one-day strike
ended up convincing the city,
the Board of Education, and
the state that we were serious,”
Moore said, recalling the work
stoppage held on April 1, 2016.
“Hundreds of millions of dollars
came into the system to help
teachers and students. That brief

TRY ACTING
Continued from page 2
Acting is one of the hardest
jobs, especially when you can’t put
countless hours into practicing
and long nights with working.
I want people to see that acting is actually fun and you can get
a lot out of it. I’m a different kind
of actor (I literally eat sleep and
drink acting—it’s in my blood).
Some people do it, and
wouldn’t stay with it, but it’s fun.
One bad thing about acting
is that it’s time consuming and
it’s hard to find spare time while
acting because it’s no joke, but
pays off in the end.

Acting is something that
keeps me off the street and you
can start acting in the safety of
your school. That’s the best place
you can start, because you get
comfortable with dancing, singing, and acting in front of a large
body of people. This is important
because in the real world you
might have to act in front of millions of people at one time.
One thing all actors should
do is attend acting school and
persuade people to keep going
or to even acting because actors
know how it feels to act and

know it’s a ball.
Why wouldn’t you want
to act? It’s easy free money,
and it’s a chance to meet some
of the biggest celebrities and
people that you want to meet.
Think about it like this: How
many times do you go to your
mom and ask, “Can I have some
money?” and she says “No”?
What if you had your own
money to do whatever you want?
Acting can provide that feeling
that you always wanted. This
acting career choice—it’s at your
fingertips.

Program participants to get
a glimpse of Nicaragua
By Kendra Moore
and Koury Booker

J

unior students have
taken a step to broaden their horizons by traveling
out of the country as part of
the Global Glimpse program.
“It will give students a
chance to travel abroad and
get a different perspective of
the world,” Spanish teacher
and program coordinator
Cristina Arthur said.
Global Glimpse is
designed to provide students

with a powerful handson, crosscultural education experience that
cultivates leadership, self-exploration, and global citizenship.
Hispanic teachers come
to teach American students to
speak Spanish, students who
participate in this program will
have a chance to teach hispanic
students English.
“Since Nicaragua is a Spanish-speaking country, we go and
teach the kids to speak English,”
junior Destinee Lyles said.
Those who are participating
on the two-week trip ( June 25 to

July 9), include Christopher
Orr, Mario Jordan Jr., Destinee
Mariah Lyles, Charles Phillips,
Ben Dweh, Brianna Davis,
Christopher Phillips, Diamond
Goshay, Shandiez Holmes, and
Christian Bradford.
Before students travel
outside of the U.S., they will
have to take various vaccinations to ward against possible
illnesses, such as typhoid,

Please turn to page 10 for

GLOBAL
GLIMPSE

Last spring, on April 1, Morgan Park High School teachers are
shown picketing along 111th Street early that Friday morning
during the Chicago Teachers Union one-day strike to protest
budget cuts and the lack of state funding for education.
strike did make a change, [and
I’m] hoping if we strike again, it
will make an even better change.”
However, one teacher acknowledged that any strike can
hurt students academically.
“To be perfectly honest, anytime we take instructional time
away from the students, it’s not
good,” he said. “From a teacher
who instructs kids, a strike is bad
because we have to weigh it carefully, that’s why I think it’s silly.”
That being said, James
doesn’t see any value in shutting
down schools on May 1.
“In my opinion, it changes

nothing it really is a waste of an
action,” James said.
One student, however, said
that she believes the strike is
needed to bring a change.
“I feel the strike is necessary
to force CPS to improve into
the schools and teachers,” senior,
Desiree Mills said. “Teachers are
not being treated right and the
system isn’t right [to them], so
the strike may bring a change. If
the teachers…strike and fight for
a change, down the road it could
force Illinois [government] to
finally provide additional money
to cover the school funding.”

BMX team provides
sick tricks in event
C
lasses were invited to
the National Guard
“Bring Your A-Game To
School” BMX Ramp Show
Assembly on Tuesday, March
14, during 5th period in the
boys gym, where the team
performed various bike stunts
for the interested crowd.
Spanish teacher Juan
Figueroa put his life on the
line by sitting on the top of a
ramp where a BMX rider performed a burly jump over his
head. In another feat, a rider
jumped--without the use of a
ramp--over six students lying
flat on the gym floor.
A pair of Skull Candy
wireless bluetooth headphones
were won by senior Latasjae
Boey in a random drawing.
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School spirit revival kicks off
with pep rally, special guests
By Jayme Vann

D

uring the school’s School
Spirit Pep Rally, the
special guests from radio station
Power 92 FM started off right by
hyping up the Mighty Mustangs
in Blackwelder Hall, which was
followed by performances by our
amazing Marching Band and the
Emeralds.
After the crowd started to
settle down, the band played “We
Get Turned Up,” “Big Ballin,’”

and others. Members of the Pom
Pon team decided to do their
team dances as the band played
“Big Ballin.’” The students went
crazy over it.
After that the deejay played
songs that got the student moving once again. Next, the Student
Council, which hosted the special event (sponsored by librarian
Kandice Morgan), introduced
themselves and what they do.
They pointed out that we have
a lack of school spirit, asking

student what can we do to bring
up school spirit.
After that being said, the
cheerleaders came on the stage
and gave the student body new
chants that they could say at
Mustang sports events.
Then Poetry Club came out
and made the crowd go wild when
they delivered another new chant:
“What is a Mustang? A Mustang
is what Simeon ain’t, what Bogan
wanna be, and what Julian can’t.”
While waiting on our re-

ally special guest, we had a brief
intermission where we had the
battle of the classes. Then my
boy Queen Key popped out with
one of her greatest hits, “Baked
As A Pie.” Sliding on the stage
after her all the way from ATL
was the Taylor Girlz, singing
“Steal Her Man,” and “Wedgie
In My Booty.” All-in-all, the
Mighty Mustangs had a nice
time turning-up and not having
to go to boring class during 7th
and 8th period!

puttin
By Jalen Britton
and Ronald Thompson

lwalk down the hall rapping and

ots of kids in Morgan Park love

singing. But do they record it? No. Som
of them do they fantasize about being
next big thing? Sure they do. But are t
willing to put forward the effort neces
to be great? That’s the real question.
The school has a select few of in
dividuals who take music making to
entirely different level than most.
Young up-and-coming artist Ro
ald Thompson (“Lil Ronn”), Gregory
Diggins (“Spida Ballout”), Joshua Le
(“Yung Jasper”), Jalen Travis (Pharao
and John Phillips (“Johndo”) have be
working on numerous of projects in
recent days.
Pharaoh has released his new

1
2
4
3

QUEEN KEY

1) POM-POM

2) WHAT IS SPIRIT?

3) WHAT IS A MUSTANG?

4) SPECIAL GUESTS

Pom squad gets the crowd
hyped with their stunts.

Student Council members
explain the need to revive
school spirit at MP.

Poetry Club performs a new
chant for real Mustangs.

Taylor Girlz and Queen Key,
part of the Power 92 celebrities who performed.

Random School Spirit Day students, sta
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Seniors Ronald Thompson and Gregory Diggins in one of their music videos,
produced by Visuals. (YouTube)
mixtape on Spinrilla “The Debut” that is
doing very good on the charts, with 17.5
thousand views and 790 downloads.
Lil Ronn and Spida Ballout, a dy-
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namic duo in this era have been working
non-stop, clawing their way viciously
into a spot at the annual SXSW event
for buzzing artists.

At left:
Mustangs
go wild at
the pep
rally!
At left: Emeralds
take the stage
while the Marching Band plays on
the main floor.
Below: Student
Council members
pose with Queen
Key and the Taylor Girlz.
Bottom: Pom-Pom
gets t’eed!
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real life
experiences
in producing
rap music
By John Phillips
and Jalen Travis

amay wonder what inspires the

s young aspiring rappers, some

thought of music in them. For some,
it’s a gift some it takes time, but the
experience is different for many.
“When I’m making a song, I try
to make it personal, at least something
I have done before or can relate to
can relate to,” senior John Phillips
(“Johndo”) said. “I try to make every
song a story, so when I’m recording,
I can really get into it, instead of just
reciting a some words off a piece of
paper. When I’m in the booth, it’s like
I can let everything out and say how I
really feel and tell the story of my life
no one sees.”
Another senior described how he
gets his inspiration for the rhythm.
”First the beat gets picked; it
depends on the mood,” senior Gregory
Diggins (“Spida Ballout”) said. “That’s
how the beat get picked. If I feel like
being arrogant and rude, then imma
pick an up-tempo, black youngstatype beat.”
Diggins added that the response
he gets from listeners is very important.
“The feedback keeps me coming
back,” he said. “If the listeners like it,
then I gotta go back in there make
some more of that. The beat really get
my energy going and the process is
beat topic, then go in.”
Another young rapper has his
own process to spit some bars.
“When I walk in the booth, I
already know how the song is supposed to sound and feels, so it’s pretty
easy,” senior Ronald Thompson (“Lil
Ronn”) said. “But some songs require

more techniques like punching in, and
everyone is subject to mistakes, so some
songs take more than one take to record.
Putting together the visuals for rap
video is also part of the process.
“I think about how the video will
look and things I could say along with
movements that will stand out,” Thompson said. “Also, I try to write about
things not only I go through and take
part in, but as well as others, like making
money, women, succeeding, and getting
through hard times.”
Getting started is not as easy as
it may seem, according to senior Jalen
Travis (“Pharoah”).
“When I first went into the booth,
I was nervous about how I would
sound on the mic, but when I looked
around at the mood lights and stuff,
I started to calm myself down and
started vibing with the sound and I
just got better and better with calming
myself down on the mic,” Travis said.
“Recording just takes the right technique as far as how loud you get, how
you sound, and punching in and out.
Now with every song that I write, I
see myself and how I sound when I’m
recording in the booth which makes it
easier to get through the song to perfection. Being in the booth is turned
up to another level because of the vibe
with the mood lights and being on the
mic just relieves stress, for real.”
Another rapper uses the energy
from fans to power his music.
“When I’m in the booth, all I think
in my head is me in front of a big…
crowd, turning up, going crazy,” senior
Josh Levi (“Yung Jasper”) said. “I use
[my] energy to build hype in the booth,
‘cus that’s how it go, this is my passion
‘cus I got to pick up the weight of a lost
loved one and carry it on, ya dig.”
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Costs concern college-bound
By David Street

“Family contributions should another essay under my wing
only come in handy if I need
that I can use for other things,”
money school wise,” he said. “As
she said. “Scholarships don’t
tudents shared their
far as outsideTable
stuff, I1-1
don’t feel it’s stop now, you can get them all
plans on surviving the
needed because I should be able
throughout college. So with
long journey they must endure
to
get
money
myself
instead
of
those essays, I can always just
during college recently due to
always
taking
free
tickets.”
perfect them and use them to
tuition costing most families a
$8,307.00
1971-72
Vontrice
Bobo,
a
senior,
has
my advantage when applying to
great deal.
applied
to
nine
outside
scholscholarships again.”
Anthony Waite, a senior, 1980-81
7,423
arships
so
far
and
shared
how
Jordan Nelson, a senior at
said that it will definitely be a
1990-91
9,364
she
plans
on
making
it
through
De
La
Salle, plans on working
challenge staying financially
college.
part
time
to help pay for all of
stable throughout college.
11,752
2000-01
“My
plan
is
to
get
as
many
his
college
expenses.
“That’s a lot of money that
2010-11
institutional
scholarships
as
I
can
“I’m
not
too worried about
we’re talking about,” Waite said.
17,858

S

Tuition and fees
and room and board over time
2016-17

20,092

Seniors face
mountain of debt
after years of neglect
By Leah Pepper
and Braijon Carter

I

magine someone giving
you a bill tomorrow for
nearly $2,000, and if you don’t
pay it you will not be able to
attend prom or graduate.
There are a number of
seniors who are in this very
predicament, ignoring years of
not paying various school fees,
that, eventually must be paid
in order to participate in prom
and the graduation ceremony.
Students can accumulate
substantial debt by not paying
activity fees ($150 per year),
losing school identification
cards ($6 each), getting temporary ID’s ($2 each), losing
textbooks ($$$), blowing off
sports fees and class fees.
In reality, many of the se-

niors are facing this problem,
and at least one MP alumnus
who went through this ordeal
when she was a student,
claimed that students tend to
make bad decisions leading to
debt--including her.
“I know when school
first starts, we had to pay an
activity fee, and I never paid
that, and I was very irresponsible,” Class of 2015 graduate
Tamia Strickland said during
a recent visit. “I always left
my ID at home. I used to buy
ID’s all the time. I had like
$600 worth of temporary ID’s
because I knew you could
either pay for it or put it on
your debt, and I knew my
parents would pay for it once

Please turn to page 11 for

DEEP DEBT

GLOBAL GLIMPSE
Continued from page 7

College costs have risen dramatically over the past 50 years, as this trend chart shows
(costs adjusted in current dollars). (Source: College Board).
“In terms of tuition, you’re going
to need books, housing, you still
need to feed yourself, and you’re
going to want to do outside stuff
while you’re there. That’s a lot of
money.”
College is very expensive, according to recent statistics provided by the National Association for
College. The statistics show that
in-state public colleges on average
cost $24,610, and private colleges
cost $49,320 per year.
“I think it will be hard for
certain people in college without
scholarships or financial aid,” said
Perielle Ballard, a college-bound
student. “I mean how would you
with college costing $10,000plus a year. Me, personally, I
don’t see it being hard because
the schools I’ve applied to1so far
have offered money scholarships
and scholarships providing a free
laptop and tablet.”
Ballard said that a lot of
grants, merits, and scholarships are given out based upon a
student’s grades after applying to
a school.
“As far as the scholarships I
told you about earlier, they were
automatically given to me,” Ballard said. “This is Indiana State
University I’m talking about.
They were offered just off me applying to their school.”
Waite said that it is okay
to take handouts, but students
shouldn’t strictly depend on family contributions in college.

or external scholarships as I can,”
Bobo said. “This way my refund
checks will look nice. Then I
might do work study or just simply hold down a real job.”
Ballard said that no student
should be discouraged about
scholarships, because most of
them are easy to apply to and
fairly easy to win
“The process was actually
easy,” Ballard said. “All you have
to do is enter you name, your
phone number and email maybe.
You have to sign up for them
online.”
Bobo then gave an example
of the typical application process
when applying for larger, more
extenuous scholarships.
“Well, first off, I always
look at the requirements for the
scholarship before I start because
sometimes they can require a
lot at times,” she said. “I had to
manually input my transcripts
for like two of the scholarships
I’ve applied to.Then you have to
upload it. Some might ask for
a sealed official transcript from
your counselor. Some require
a lot of essays and maybe even
letters of recommendation from
your teachers.”
According to Bobo, students
should always save the essays
they write for scholarships because there is a strong possibility
they could be used in the future.
“Even if I don’t win the
scholarship, I still end up with

money in college,” Nelson said.
“I can work about six hours per
day, five days a week and make
a decent amount of money. On
top of that my current job gives
money towards college tuition for
full time students. They give out
around three thousand dollars
per school year and this doesn’t
affect my pay at all.”
In order to succeed in college, students must be able to
decipher between what’s and important and what’s not. Sacrifices
will have to be made often.
“You’re going to have to
manage your time very well in
college, especially me,” Nelson
said. “Since I’m going to be
working, I won’t have much of
a social life. No parties for me,
but that’s just a sacrifice I have
to make. It’s literally going to be
school, study, then sleep over and
over again. That’s okay though; I
have the rest of my life to party.”
Nelson doesn’t want to be
another college dropout, so he is
playing it safe.
“Me, personally, I’m staying in state for college, and I
would highly recommend that
to anyone worried about funds,”
he said. “In state colleges are
much cheaper due to you being
a resident of the state. Not only
is it cheaper, but you’ll be far
more comfortable because you’re
fairly close to home. I strongly
believe that being comfortable
in college is key.”

f
hepatitis A, hepatitis B, rabies,
measles, and others.
“The students take vaccines because if you’re exposed
to things that you’re not
used to, you can get sick, and
students don’t have to take
medications but a bug spray is
recommended,” Arthur said.
Global Glimpse has a
parallel relationship to much
of what the International Baccalaureate Programme (IB)
requires.
“This program also offers
community service and it ties
everything that we do here
with IB program like leadership, connecting with families,
teaching kids that live in the
area English and the kids
there will teach the students
here Spanish,” Arthur said.
It’s hoped that this
cultural immersion will open
students’ eyes.
“The goal is to help
students get involved with
the world and also participating in community service,”
Arthur said. “We will be
showing leadership, teaching

Nicaragua
(shown here)
is a country
located south of
Mexico, in Central America,
specifically the
portion of the
Western hemisphere that connects the North
American continent with the
South American
continent.

the Spanish-speaking kids
English, and also helping their
community become better for
those children who live down
there.”
The selection process isn’t
very complicated.
“We chose juniors in
good-standing with grades,
they have to have taken a
Spanish class, collected teacher recommendations, and they
have to apply,” Arthur said.
This program comes with
very good benefits.
“When the students are
accepted to this program, they
have to do workshops and
they also get the benefit of
getting a scholarship,” Arthur
said, who will be accompanied
by teachers Loretta Balsam
and Louise Miazga.
The cost is the trip is
very expensive, but costs are
defrayed.
“The trip cost on average
$5,500, but most [students]
got a grant through the essay
contest and will only have
to pay around $500,” Arthur
said.
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Some want to see return
of hand-on voc-ed electives
By Tamara Pickens
and Kyala Darby

M

organ Park High
school is a public,
neighborhood high school; They
have to let everyone in. With
that being said, the school is very
limited on what type of classes
and programs are offered there.
As many of you may know,
the school does not offer many
vocational programs, and some
students are curious to know why.
Well, the answer to that
question is quite simple. According to Gerald Moore, curriculum
coordinator, the school does not
have enough space to accommodate these type of classes.
“We don’t have the facilities
to offer those classes,” Moore
said.
In the mid-’90s Former Chicago Public Schools (CPS) CEO
Paul Vallas instituted reform to
the district, including promoting
college over vocational programs.
This initiative encouraged high
schools to eliminate their skillbased classes, like auto shop,
culinary arts, carpentry, and other
hands-on courses.
“Paul Vallas decided to put
an end to all vocational classes in
just general high schools,” Moore
said.
Once upon a time, Auto
Technology, commonly known as
auto shop, was one of the last voc
ed electives offered at MP, and
was eliminated after the 2006
school year. Then-tech teacher
and varsity boys basketball
coach Herbert Ray announced
his retirement after 30 years of
teaching the automotive repair
course.
Even though MP isn’t a vocational school or even an college
prep, students would like to be
offered some classes that aren’t all
academics.
“I would like to have some
type of hands on-class that could

Scenes like the one from 2006 shows now-retired instructor
Herb Ray demonstrating to students how to repair cars. The
course was eliminated 11 years ago. (EMPEHI News archive)
help me learn a skill,” junior
Katana Darby said.
While Simeon Career
Academy is one of very few CPS
schools that primarily offers
Career and Technical Education
(CTE), even their programs have
been under attack.
“Electricity in CPS is the
fourth program to close at
Simeon in four years…first it was
graphic design, then machine
shop, then auto shop and now
electricity,” said former Simeon
teacher Latisa Kindred in a 2014
story published on the Chicago
Teachers Union (CTU) website.
However, after vocal protests, the electrical program returned to Simeon, but is the only
school in CPS to offer it, even
though the average salary for an
electrician in Chicago is $51,100
(glassdoor.com).
And, nationwide, there has
been a surge in construction jobs,
particularly for specialty trades,
according to a recent report
by Construction Employers of
America (CEA). Of the 235,000
total jobs created in the U.S. in
February, 25 percent were in the
construction industry, the group
reported.
Which schools offer car-

pentry (prepare building sites,
install rough framing, and install
exterior and interior finishes)
in CPS? Only five: ACE Tech
Charter, Chicago Vocational Career Academy, Prosser, Simeon,
and Southside Prep.
Seniors feel like it isn’t fair
that they have to fill all their
elective classes with academic
classes.
“By senior year, I pretty
much took all of my required
classes,” senior Kyren Mason
said. “I only have about three
required classes this year and the
rest are electives. It would have
been nice for at least one of my
elective classes could have been
something hands-on or something that I could benefit from in
the real world.
Students suggested some
classes that should be offered.
“Culinary,” said senior Dejon
Gillarm. “Not only am I learning how to cook, I’m having fun
while doing it.
Senior D’angelo Jones
agrees.
“Yeah, culinary would be a
decent class to have. I know a
lot of females would like that,
they need to learn how to cook
anyway.”
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it came down to it.”
Some students tend to
blame others for their debt.
“They were pissed and it
was really upsetting because
they thought I was responsible,” Strickland said. “My dad
knew that I used to leave my
ID at home all the time because he used to drop me off
at school and I would make
him go back. He would say no
sometimes, but he could have
went back.”
Rather than paying debt
off annually, or throughout
the school year, some students
wait until the last minute to
try and pay.
“They need to pay on it
every year,” school business
manager Linda Banks said.
When you see a debt of that
size, that means they have
not been paying it at all, so
if they were to pay on it each
year and make a couple of
payments here and there each
time they get something, they
you won’t have that type of
build-up.”
Students aren’t the only
ones who are concerned about
their debt. Many parents have
called the school to complain
about their child’s unpaid
debt.
“Basically, most of them
think that there should not be
any fees,” Banks said. “Without those fees, a lot of the activities that we have we would
not be able to have because
CPS funding cannot pay for
all the things that we do or
that the students like to do.”
Sometimes it’s the
parents’ fault for their child’s
debt, according to one teacher.
“They need to tell their
parents to pay their fees every
year on time instead of waiting until senior year and you
have $700 or $800 because
you didn’t pay all these fees,”

English teacher Gerald
Winston said. “I don’t really
think it’s the students’ fault if
they have all this debt, unless
it’s because of temporary
ID’s. It’s on the parents. Their
parents need to be the one’s
trying to work that stuff off,
because all the parents had
to do was pay that $150 at
the beginning of every school
year. [The seniors then] can’t
go to prom because of the
sins of their parents.”
There are ways you can
pay off your debt without your
parents.
“Pay it! I don’t care if you
have to babysit, walk some
dogs, and I see y’all playing
Pity Pat in the lunchroom,”
Winston said. “You better
start playing for tens and
twenties instead of them
quarters and ones. You better
hustle, but don’t sell anything
in school because Mama Conway will get you.”
Having to pay a large
amount of school debt has
thrown off many students
plans to go all out for prom
and graduation.
“I feel like my debt is
interfering because I feel like
I could’ve done more stuff
with my prom and graduation,” senior Quinita Johnson
said. “I have to pay off all this
debt that came from class fees,
book fees, pom team fees, and
temps. My debt is around
$500, so I can’t really do anything extravagant or over the
top that I wanted to do.”
One senior plans to pay
off what they owe the oldfashioned way.
“My debt is about $1300
and all of it came from football fees, tracks fees and late
books,” Jarred Edwards said. “I
plan to pay my debt by saving
money from my job and with
my parents help.”

Many have part-time jobs, impacting school
By Amber Collins
and Lawrence Harrell

S

tudents nowadays
have a lot of financial
responsibilities such as paying bills, giving their parents
money, and taking care of
themselves.
Having a job can help
financially but it can also be
kind of hard to maintain while
you’re still in school.
“Sometimes when I get
home from work I’m tired,
so I don’t get to do my
homework and I go to sleep
in class, so, yes, it’s affecting my school work,” senior
and local Kohl’s department store worker Tamara

Penkins said.
Students are often rushing
through things instead of putting
their all into what they are doing.
“It’s definitely affecting
my grades, because I’m not
performing to my full ability considering the fact that
I’m working all these hours,”
senior and Wendy’s restaurant
worker Tehya Richardson said.
“I don’t have that much study
time or fully complete my
homework.”
In 2014, 22.3 percent of
high school students worked,
according to the Bureau of Labor
Statistics. Unemployment for
high school-age workers has
been high in recent years; however, it shrank from 11.7 to 10.1

percent in 2014.
Justyn Harris, a senior
who works at package delivery
company UPS, agrees with
Penkins.
“I’m drained of energy in
the morning because I have to
remove heavy packages from a
bulk line,” Harris said.
The hours that students are
working are crazy. They basically
have a full-time job while trying
to manage being a full-time
student.
“I work about 25 to 35 hours
a week, and I feel like it’s too
much trying to balance school
and work, but at the same time
I need the money,” Richardson
said.
They are at work all types of

At least one MP student works a labor-intensive job at United
Parcel Service (UPS), similar to the package handler shown
here in this screen capture from the company’s (UPS) website,
the night and still have to get up
for school in the morning.
“I am scheduled to get off
at 11 or 11:30 [p.m.], but if I’m
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Dream on: If
only students
could order out
By Darryl Randolph
and Brian Lee

I

magine you’re at
school and you’re
eating your favorite type of
food; what would you want
to order and why would you
order it for?
Sadly, we can not order
are own food because of the
school the rules which prevents us from bringing outside
into the school.
“It would start a lot of
confusion, and we will have
everybody wanting to order
food and they’ll be food
everywhere,” security guard
Dwayne Marshall said.
A lot of students feel that
it is unfair that we can not
order the food and that the
teachers can order food.
“I feel upset because not
everyone eats what they serve
always like their chicken and
rice,” senior student Faith
Cassell said.
Ordering your own food
would be the best thing to
happen in the world because
you’re getting your dream
order.
“Korean food, Ramen,
and spicy rice cakes because
they taste good and they’re
different from what CPS
schools have” Cassell said.
Some say students should
be able to order out, just as
teachers do.
“I feel like I should be

able to order my own food if
I want to, because I don’t like
the food in the lunchroom because it’s nasty and we eat the
same thing,” senior Kalynn
Bynum said.
To get your food is one
thing, but have a teacher do
it is another because nobody
wants to have their favorite
teacher get in trouble.
“I wouldn’t risk my
teacher ordering my food
because you never know what
would they do to them if
they find out,” senior Amir
Mcghee said.
Even some teachers feel
that it is not fair that the kids
can’t order their dream food.
“First of all, I think
there’s no hot lunch in the
cafeteria at all,” Spanish
teacher Ian Randolph said.
“They used to give students
and teachers hot food, like
hot eggs, hot eggs with
cheese, hot bacon, hot omelets, hot sausage, and or hot
grits and hot oatmeal, and
they don’t do that anymore,
and I think, for me, [students] deserve a hot breakfast, and I think it’s a crime
we don’t have hot breakfasts
anymore.”
If students had the right
to order their dream order,
they would just keep it short
and simple.
“I would order food from
Damenzo’s, Barraco’s, and
J&J’s,” Bynum said.

WORKING TEENS
Continued from page 11
not finished closing or doing
everything that I have to do, then
I can’t leave until I’m done with
everything,” Richardson said.
“The latest I’ve ever gotten off
work was about 2 o’clock in the
morning and still had to be up
in the morning for school the
next day.”
But despite the late hours
of working and being tired for
school, students still want to keep
their job for various reasons.
Many students get jobs
at retail stores, grocery stores,
restaurants and more during
their junior or senior year so they
can buy things that they want or
need.
“Having a job during my
senior year only helps with buying
my personal wants such as clothes,
cars etc,” senior and Mariano’s
grocery store cashier Mykiera
Holder said.
Other students get jobs
during their senior year to help

their parents with senior fees or
to have money for a lot of the
senior activities.
“I’m using some of my
checks to help pay off my school
debt,” senior and Home Run Inn
pizza restaurant Michael Campbell said.
Every now and then parents
still buy their children things
even though they have a job.
“My parents still buy me
things occasionally, which makes
me more appreciative because
I’m so used to being spoiled,”
Holder said.
Even though parents are
making their child pay fees
or buy a lot of things on their
own, it’s also teaching them
how to be independent and
responsible.
“When I didn’t have a job,
I depended on my parents but
now that but now that I have a
job I depend on myself,” Holder
said.

Some just can’t wait for
next week’s spring vacation
By Kyera Johnson
and Tyyuanna Redmond

S

tudents are really excited
about spring break coming up, because they feel like they
need to relax and recover from all
the tests and hard work they have
put in from PSAT and SAT testing and the many other summative assessments that have piled
up on them as the third quarter
winds down this week.
Some people would love to
get out of Chicago and the horrible rainy and cold weather to
enjoy some sunshine the pleasure
of late snoozing.
“I want to swim over spring
break,” sophomore Jamia Russell
said. “I don’t plan on staying in
Chicago. I want to go somewhere
hot, like California or Florida.
Florida is my favorite place to

go over spring break, because it’s
sunny and has a lot of fun things
to do.”
Others plan to travel and
have fun over the break as well
with friends and family.
“I want to go out and get
money and just have fun,” sophomore Tiana Taylor said. “I don’t
plan on staying in Chicago; I’m
going to Atlanta. I’m not sure if
we are staying there for the break
though; we might go to another
place, as well.”
Others are staying relatively
local.
“I’m going to my cousin
house in South Bend [Indiana],
and we usually go to a resort
down there,” sophomore RaKaiya
Harris said. “I’ll stay a few days,
then I’m coming back home .”
Some people are lucky
enough to travel many places

and all the hours in school until
spring break was well worth the
long wait.
“I’m going to Florida for two
days and then I’m going to California,” Jalaya Morgan said. “The
rest I’m just spending with my
friends. We just plan on going out
and having fun, because I know
I’m going to need it especially
recovering from taking the SAT.”
Some people don’t have to
go out of town to have fun only
thing they need are a few friends
and a few plans.
“If I can get out of Chicago,
I would any chance I get to go
out of town,” freshman Martina
Etienne said. “We don’t have any
plans to go out of town, though,
Most of the time, I just spend the
night over different friends house
and just be out with them until
spring break is over.”

More Americans
say cussing is okay
By Avian Griffin
and Jacoby Riley

M

ost people have their
own way of expressing themselves, and, unfortunately, this generation appears
to prefer vulgarity.
A recent study from Ipsos
Public Affairs, a research
company, shows that Americans increasingly don’t care if
people swear in public.
Data from 2006 showed
that 43 percent of Americans
polled said that they frequently or occasionally encountered
people using profanity or
swear words in public.
Today (2016) that number has jumped to 78 percent,
with 25 percent admitting to
personally using the F-word
in conversation once a day or
more.
There used to be a time
where if you even uttered
a profane word your elders
would wash your mouth out
with soap, but now it just
seems that they’ve grown accustomed to the youth using
such words.
“When I would swear, I
would get liquid soap because
I wouldn’t open my mouth
up for a bar,” music teacher
Matthew Kerr recalled from
his youth. “My dad would
take liquid soap, rub it on my
face, and hold my nose until
I opened my mouth. I don’t
think people like whooping
their kids and reprimanding
them. And, yeah, it sucks, but
you get the point.”
Some people have be-

Just a decade ago 43 percent of Americans said they frequently or occasionally heard swearing in public--that number
now stands at 78 percent, according to a recent poll.
come used to the fact that kids
are going to swear and think
it’s okay, while many adults just
stand back and let them.
English teacher Vera Williams shared her thoughts on the
issue.
“I think people have become
more immune to it, but I don’t
think its more natural, it’s just
more accepted,” Williams said. “I
don’t think these kids’ parents lay
down the law like they used to
with this cursing stuff, and kids
are just more brazen and bold
with their behaviors. They think
that’s the cool thing to do. They
use it as an act of toughness, a
term of endearment, a way to
seem cool, all of that. It’s hard to
get away from it, so it’s almost
like it’s second nature to them.”
Although many realize that
using profanity is not a good
thing, we’ve also seen at least one
person who uses such words in
front of children.
Senior Lanique Mixon

shares how she feel about it.
“Some people use profanity because that’s all they
know,” Mixon said. “They’ve
grown up around it, so it
becomes a sort of lifestyle for
them. You’ll see kids cursing more than adults these
days just because they know
the consequences are slim to
none.”
Worse yet, some adults
appear to motivate young
people to use foul language,”
Mixon said.
“In this generation,
you’ll see parents encouraging their young kids to say
profane words,” she said. “A
kid will say a bad word and
the parent would laugh, not
knowing that that’s letting
the child know that it’s okay
to use these words. I just feel
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Can teen relationships survive the jump to college?
By Ladesha Hackman
and Kyle Farmer

C

an today’s high school
couples are barely are
making it out of high school it’s
hardly ever couples survive the
transition to college?
Some view high school relationships under the harsh light
of reality.
“To be honest, no student in
high school should say ‘forever,’”
freshman Makayla Moore said,
“because I think they don’t know
the true definition of forever.”
Can a teen relationship
make the leap to college or even
beyond? One junior is optimistic, but only if the couple really
wants it to.

“I feel like the effort should
be mutual,” junior Aniya Shannon said. “relationships work on
both ends if both of the partners
are loyal and honest Relationships deal around loyalty and
honesty if they don’t have that
then it will not work out.”
Some relationships can
make it out of high school, but
after awhile they weren’t they
often fade.
“My brother and his girlfriend was in a relationship for
five years but they broke up,”
junior Aniya Shannon said, “because my brother was not feeling
the relationship anymore.”
The college experience can
be vast, thanks to the opportunity to meet many, many new, and

Boys say girls
just do too much
By Natasha Rivers
and Kyren Mason

E

verybody knows a
girl that’s gotten mad
because their boyfriend didn’t
text back fast enough, or was
mad because he didn’t get her
a giant teddy bear as a gift.
We’re stereotyping here,
but not all girls are like this,
but it’s the select few that make
boys think all females expect
too much in a relationship.
Do girls really expect too
much in a relationship? Or
are the boys too immature to
handle what comes with being
in a relationship.
Attention, time, and
consistency are really all a girl
wants, but when the script is
flipped females aren’t on the
same page.
“Attention all day long
but you know a lot of stuff be
going on like I can give you my
attention when I want to but
then again you have to be there
for me and be there to help
me,” senior Jeremiah Harris
said. “Everybody want atten-

tion 24/7, but if I’m messed
up they don’t care if they not
getting the attention.”
Some boys think it’s all
about the money to females,
but according to junior Precious
Branch, that’s not always the case.
“If you’re taking care of
yourself, and if you’re doing
what you need to do to keep
yourself up, then that’s really all
that matters,” she said. “I mean,
you just can’t be no broke dusty
boy, but just keep yourself up.”
Today, many have some
type of standards that they
want their partner to meet,
but they’re not willing to
change for it. Senior Stephen
Grayson feels he shouldn’t
change how or who he is to
please his partner.
“I’m not going to change
who I am to comfort you,”
Grayson said. “If you don’t
accept me for who I am, then
forget you.”
Many girls have the
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like parents should tighten up
and discipline their kids when
necessary.”
Some people say that being
vulgar is just a freedom of expression. They feel they can say and
do as they please whenever.
“You know it’s always going to be someone that brings
up freedom of speech,” senior Amira Martin said. “Just
because you can say something
doesn’t mean that you should.
I’m pretty sure mostly everyone
has heard the saying ‘If you don’t
have anything nice to say, don’t

say anything at all.’ This goes
for using profanity, too. It’s just
a certain level of respect you
should have for your elders and
people period. There’re other
words to use, and if you don’t
know any, go get a dictionary.
Broaden your vocabulary.”
In most cases today, when
someone swears, no one say
anything, so, of course, the youth
tend to think it’s okay.
“You’d think parents shut
it down as soon as it comes out
their child’s mouth, but some just
sit and listen,” Martin said.

often, interesting people.
“I think when people get to
college they meet new people,
and it depends on whether or not
if they go to the same college or
not,” junior Aniya Shannon said.
“if they are not seeing eachother
everyday it’s a possibility they
might meet somebody else they
might enjoy more.”
Some teens think that some
relationships don’t last because
some boys are not being mature
enough.
“I think they don’t last
because high school boys are
childish and they aren’t ready to
be committed to just one girl,”
senior Ayanna Shipp said.
Most teens can’t even stay
in a relationship long enough to
make it to college.
“My relationships don’t last
longer than five months,” senior
Ayanna Shipp said. “reasoning for this is because i’m very
crazy and I need a whole bunch
of attention or I will move on
or lose interest, yes I know it’s
not right but I will lose interest
very quickly and I will ignore my
partner until they get tired of my
butt.”

Some teens might just have
to be on the same level to make
the relationship last.
“I think the key to a healthy
relationship is by them both
being mature and them wanting
the same things,” sophomore Auriah Boyett said, “and if they both
have the same goals in life.”
Some teens just think that
high school couples aren’t committed enough.
“They don’t make it through
high school because people aren’t
committed to their partners,”
sophomore Auriah Boyett said.
“Some people might not want to
be faithful because they see other
people they want to pursue on
having something with.”
There were some teens that
thinks high school relationships
last.
“I do think they last, junior
Aniya Shannon said. “I say this
because I had a relationship that
lasted three years that transitioned into college, it wasn’t the
best relationship we had our
ups and downs, but eventually it
worked out fine down the line of
our relationship.”
Others think that high

school relationship do last.
“I think high school relationships don’t last; I say this
because my relationship failed
due to lack of interest and loyalty
on both sides of the relationship,”
senior Ayanna Shipp said.
There are some teens that
think high school students
should prepare to get into a real
relationship when they get out of
high school.
“I personally think they
should wait until they get to college,” freshman makayla Moore
said, “because you don’t know
what they plans are after high
school they may or may not leave
Chicago and I don’t think long
distance relationships last.”
Most teens think that they
know what they want in a relationship but honestly they don’t.
“When I was in a relationship with a goofy boy, I didn’t
like it,” senior Princess Witt said.
“I thought a goofy boyfriend
would be fun, but it was irritating, but I had a serious boyfriend
before, but I didn’t like it because
it was boring I’m not really sure
what I want anymore.”

Believe it or not, more Americans
say astrology is science
By Terrence Fletcher

W

hat’s your sign? Just about
everybody knows their astrological sign and believe in them.
Some people say zodiac signs are
just stereotyping with a calendar and
entertainment. Also these readings will
be all point of view of that person. But
really many like the zodiac signs in
seeking people with the same compatibility.
However, English teacher Yonakish.Mcghee, a Capricorn, thinks
they’re more interesting than important.
“It’s a ancient study of who people
are their personality traits based on the
month’s and dates which their were
born,” said Mcghee. “I used to study
astrology for years, but now lean on
my faith in God. There’s some truth to
it; there’s some characteristics I think
people do have.”
According to data from the
National Science Foundation’s (NSF)
2014 Science and Engineering Indicators study, Americans are believing
that astrology is an actual science. In
particular, the NSF reported that the
percentage of Americans who think astrology is “not at all scientific” declined
from 62 percent in 2010 to just 55
percent in 2012 (the last year for which
data is available).
As a result, NSF reported that
Americans are apparently less skeptical
of astrology than they have been at any
time since 1983.
However, English teacher Allison Thomas doesn’t put a lot of faith
in reading zodiac columns, but added
there might be some general “truth” to

them.
“I’m not a big believer in the day-today horoscopes,” she said. “I think that
you can say something in pretty general
and it sounds right to everybody. For
example, if someone says something like
you’re gonna run into a friend today, it’s
probably not very often that you don’t see
anyone you know or like. But what I do
think is pretty interesting is the birthday
zodiac, like when you were born and how
different people behave based on the
month they were born.”
Similarly, Thomas said that people
may have traits that are caused by the
time or season in which they were born
and have lived through.
“I don’t know if that is something
to do with the seasons or the sun and
the moons or the stars like astrology
would tell you, but I think that there’s
something to be said for the seasons
that you go through in your youth and
how old you are,” she said. “When we’re
young, 1-month-old is different from the
3-month-old and 1-year-old is different from a 2-year-old, not really like a
15-year-old isn’t that different from a
16-year-old.”
Thomas also has noticed that certain
people under certain signs appear to have
certain traits which helps predict whether
or not she gets along with them.
“I also think that compatibility
between people whether it’s friends or
romantic relationships can also be true,
because I think in my life I found in my
life that the people I have dated, we had
on-and-off, had similarities,” Thomas said.
“My husband and are both Tauruses, and
he’s supposed to be my perfect match.
Were both kinda home people, we like to
protect and take care of each other.”
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Cubs win, again?
By Jalend Morris

E

SPN recently polled
35 baseball experts on
their prediction for who will
win the MLB title this fall.
Forty percent (14 out of 35)
said the Chicago Cubs will
repeat.
Surprisingly, MP’s biggest Cub fan, history teacher
James Fitzgerald, is hesitant,
but says that the Northsiders
will win again.
“Cubs repeating? That’s
kind of hard to say, as I don’t
even remember when a baseball team won back-to-back
championships. It is a long
season, and to add the playoffs
is crazy on the players, so you
really don’t know, but I would
be very excited to see that
happen.”

Who has done the unthinkable? Some have strung
more than just World Series
titles together. The New York
Yankees won the championship five times from 19491953 and four from 19361939, the Oakland Athletics
with three from 1972-1974,
and 10 more back-to-back
streaks—the Cubs actually did
it in 1907 and 1908.
However, Theory of
Knowledge teacher Alvin
James, who is also a die-hard
Yankees fan, isn’t ready to
crown the Cubbies.
“Cubs are great,” he said.
“They play that good baseball.
When I watch them, the players look like they are having
fun and they bring that swagger back to the sport—they’re
a very talented team.”

For better or worse:
What MP has done
for some seniors
By Quinita Johnson
and Larry Watts

A

s the Class of 2017’s
high school career
is coming to end, some have
reflected on how they are leaving Morgan Park: as a better or
worse person.
With college classes and DP
(Diploma Programme) classes
senior Kyell Alexander tells how
the school changed him in a
good way.
“Morgan Park has changed
me for the better as in individual,” Alexander said. “I took AP
and college classes so it prepared
me for college in education, but
as a person, I was able to mature
and grow seeing all the things
that has happened in the school
and highs and lows I have had.
I’ve learned to be able to handle
things on my own, and I can
say MP was a big part of my
growth.”
Over the time that students
are in high school, the school
changes them in some way or
even not at all.
“My last three years, I didn’t
really care until it was affecting
things around me,” senior Alyssa
Cheeks said. “My senior year I
felt that I really stepped up and
had ideas to help move things
faster.”
Some seniors also believe
that they have done nothing to
make the school better or worse.
They just come to school and do
what they have to do and leave.
“I feel that I have done
nothing for the school to make it
better or worse, because there is
no really big impact that I have
made,” senior Jalon Allen said.

Some people think they
have made the school worse in
some way, senior Natasha Rivers
explained.
“I would say worse because I
feed into commotion that other
students cause,” Rivers said, “like
fire drills and fights and food
fights, instead of walking away or
going to get security. I laugh and
joke about it with other people.”
Others think they have
made the school a better place in
other ways such as attendance for
instance.
“I have made Morgan Park
a better place by providing them
with good test scores because we
have big tests, like, every other
month, and I have perfect attendance,” Hubbard said.
Students think that more
could have been done around the
school, but nobody wanted to
contribute ideas to start.
“The school can start by
not blaming the kids when bad
things go down,” Cheeks said.
“Not everyone was involved in
[the problems]. So when the
principal cancels events that were
already planned due to foolery, it
makes the other children not care
about school or look forward to
anything.”
Other students think it deals
more with the staff and students
relationship.
“If the staff complied more
with the students’ wants that
help bring school events together,
then the school could be better,”
Hubbard said. “The staff have
unreasonable expectations with
students, [and then] the students
do not comply with the staff.
Without this relationship, nothing gets done.”

NBA fans predict Finals repeat
By Allen Simpson
and DeAndre Ames

M

any NBA fanatics are
looking forward to
another great post-season.
Thanks largely to the big
trades and free agent pickups
that have been made this past
season, team records have been
approving tremendously.
NBA superfan and English
teacher Gerald Winston has his
favorites in the Western Conference finals.
“San Antonio is coming out
of the West,” Winston said. “I’m
not impressed with Golden State
this year, but if Kevin Durant
comes back 100 percent healthy,
then it will be Golden State, but

if he is not healthy, it will be San
Antonio.”
As of last Friday, Golden
State was tops in the West with
a record of 62-14, with San
Antonio behind at 58-17. In the
East, Boston remained No. 1
with 49-27 while in a tight race
against Cleveland (48-27).
The Chicago Bulls, however,
appear simply lottery-bound at No. 9
in the East and a sad 36-39 record.
Looking to the post-season
thought, especially in the Eastern
Conference, it’s all about King
James, Winston predicts.
“It doesn’t matter, it’s going
to be the Cleveland Cavaliers,”
he said. “There is no one to even
come close to Cleveland…who
you gone say can beat them?

Don’t say Toronto, they can’t even
come close they can’t beat the
[lowly] Chicago Bulls. Indiana
is not that good either. Have
you seen Cleveland and did you
see them last year? They’re the
defending champs, right? So no
one is beating Cleveland.”
There’s one team that might
challenge, but that’s a big “might.”
“Toronto would give them a
good run,” he said, “but there is
no one else.”
Assistant football coach and
NBA basketball fan Christian
Hopkins is going with last year’s
second place finisher to come out
on top this time.
“I’m going with the Warriors,” he said, adding that Russell
Westbrook will be named MVP.

Mustangs oundup

R
Baseball hopes to make

championship-caliber return
By Corey Shannon

A

fter a earning a Public League championship in 2014 and a deep
state run making it to the
IHSA Class 3A finals in 2015
(fourth place), the Mustangs
varsity baseball team, led by
head coach Ernest Radcliffe,
is ready to make some noise
and finish the job this season.
In the recent years, the
team has been on the rise, and
there are high expectations
from players and fans alike.
“I just expect for the
season to be fun,” senior bat
catcher and outfielder Michael Hawthorne said. “Win
or lose, I just want to have fun
with my guys.”
Most of the players
have this same attitude with
their expectations toward the
season. There’s pretty much a
relaxed and confident attitude
all around.
“I mean, everybody’s
goals are to win city and
state,” Hawthorne said. “The
big goal is to lead my team
on-and-off the field.”
As one of the team leaders,
Hawthorne’s goals appear to be
embedded in his teammates as

Mustangs run out to prep the diamond during a chilly afternoon practice last month. (Photo by Jillian Lacey)
well. Junior Jamarion Loston has
the same expectations.
“My [team] goals for this
season are to win a city and state
championship.” Loston said. “My
personal goal is to improve my
skills game-after-game, no matter what it is.”
With those long term plans
in mind, there is still the focus
on the upcoming season as it
approaches.
Head coach Earnest Radcliffe has big expectations for his
young team, who will be graduating four seniors, three on baseball
scholarships.
“Our goals for the season
is to win a city championship
and state championship, and,

to do that, we have to get
better each and every game,”
Radcliffe said. “Our coaching
staff has to coach our players
up because of our youth. We
are young, but that won’t be a
problem.”
While they’re, perhaps,
inexperienced, Radcliffe
expects them to be, “very aggressive” and this seems to be
the case with underclassmen
like Loston being named to
the Rawlings-Perfect Game
Preseason All-American
underclassmen list.
With things like this going

Please turn to page 15 for

HIGH HOPES

CHANGE UNLIKELY
Continued from page 13
mindset that they can change
a boys ways, but most of the
time it end up unsuccessful, according to senior Jalon
Allen, who recalled a similar
personal relationship.
“It turned out bad, because she was probably used
to a certain way, and when I
couldn’t be that way, she tried

to change me and it didn’t work
out because that’s not me that’s
not who I am,” Allen said.
Others say if they really care
about their partner they’ll try to
help them change their bad habits.
“I feel like the only time I
would try to change my partner is if I see that they’re doing
something that I know isn’t right

for them, and I’ll try to compromise with them,” freshman
Samone Rivers said. “But if
that’s not what they want to
do, then there’s nothing I can
do about it; I’ll still love them
and I’ll still appreciate them
the way they are, but I’m still
going to try and help them to
change for the better.”

SPORTS NEWS
EMPEHI News

Boys track plan to run past
last year’s state success
By Jarred Edwards
and Jawon Denton

T

he Mustangs boys track
team will be something
to watch this year. With all the
talent they have, many expect
them to return to the state finals
and win it all.
The boys’ performed well at
the Class 2A Illinois Top Times
Indoor Track and Field Classic (March 25), whereas last year
they didn’t place at all well. At
the recent event, the Mustangs
competed and won the 4x2 relay
(senior team of Jawon Denton,
Adam Quentin, Corey Shannon,
and Malik Adams) and the open
200 (Denton), came in eighth in
60-meter hurdles (Denton), fifth
in 60-meter dash (Adams), and
sixth in long jump (Denton), placing them third overall at the meet.
“I knew we were going to
make some noise at this meet
‘cause these boys are hungry,”
coach Gabriel Harris said. “They
want to be so much better than
the guys from last year it’s crazy.
I can see the fire in there eyes every time I bring that team from
last year up—I love it, it makes
them go way harder.”
Last spring, the Mustangs
won the Public League championship for the first time since
2001, then went on to capture
a very rare state trophy for any

Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
boys track teams by finishing in
third place at the IHSA Class
2A boys track state meet. The
Mustangs finished with 44 points
behind state champion Cahokia
and second place Geneseo.
How impressive was this
achievement? Since 1997, only
six CPS teams have even reached
a state-level finish, and Dunbar’s
Class 3A fourth place victory was
the best—until the 2016 Mustangs.
This year’s squad is loaded
with seniors who have been running varsity times since they were
underclassmen, adding more
young men who are following in
their footsteps by running some
very good times.
“This year we have a team
full of talent at every event, while
last year we had less depth on
the team,’’ coach Alonzo Harris
said. “We do have athletes that
stand out, just as any other team,
but I’m glad everyone pitches in
and gives everything they have it
makes winning so much easier.’’
Last season, most of the
team’s points came from sprints
and relays. With this squad,
the coaches will make sure the
distance runners play a big part
in the team’s success.
“The distance runners will
definitely play a big role in the
team’s success this year,” coach
Corey Shannon said. “We have to

get those guys ready mentally and
physically to run their races which
I will make sure this is happening
because I am the new distance
coach. Distance is indeed has the
most challenging events, it takes
brave runners to attack the tasks
we ask them to do and we have
guys like that this year.”
There is one area that the
Mustangs are lacking in, and
that’s the shot and discus throwers. Those are points the team
will leave off the board if they
don’t have those key throwers.
“Jawon Denton is a sprinter
and a big part of the relay teams
this season, and he’s got the biggest PR in shot right now,’’ coach
Harris said. ‘’Us, as coaches, can’t
have him in too many events,
and with senior Jarred Edwards
absent from the team at the moment, we’re in a tough situation
because we need those points at
every meet we go to.”
Senior sprinter Corey Shannon has high expectations, too.
“We should be a way better
team than last year if everyone
does what they are expected to
do,” Shannon said. “ We have
way more depth then last year,
especially in distance area. Guys
are more dedicated this year; not
only do they want to win, they
want to make a name and not be
known because of the guys from
last year.”

STATE CHAMPS
Continued from page 16
“I was extremely happy,”
Burnett said. “I felt excited for
[coach] Nick Irvin because he
wanted this real bad, so I just
wanted to get the win for him
and for the entire Morgan Park.”
Junior forward Tamell Pearson was pleased with his contribution, too.
“I feel good winning my
first championship,” Pearson
said. “I feel like I played a major
part as well as others players
whose numbers were called to go
compete.”
Irvin is gratified of his
nephew senior guard Cam Irvin,
who had 12 points in the memorable victory.
“Cam makes me very proud,”
Irvin said. “He makes me proud
of everything he accomplished.
It’s bittersweet to see him go
because I have been coaching
him for a long period of time,
and it felt good to see him go out
on top.”
Despite junior guard Dosunmu (who was just named the
Daily Southtown 2016-17 Boys
Basketball Player of the Year) being forced to sit out the final two
games of the state playoffs due
to injury, Irvin never lost faith in
his team.
“I have confidence in all my
players,” Irvin said. “Once [Ayo]

went down, I said everyone has
to rally behind him and help us
win a state championship for
him. You know LJ [Lamond
Johnson], Nimari, Cam, Melo
[Romelo Burrell], and Lenell
[Henry] have been playing heavy
minutes all year, so I wasn’t worried as much.”
Sophomore guard Johnson

felt winning state was a great experience for him, and something
to build on as he has two years
remaining in high school.
“I feel great,” Johnson said.
“I mean it’s a great experience for
next year and my senior year. So
now I know how it feels to win
it, now I want to get back down
there.”

Class 3A
Regional Final
81-64 vs. Noble/Butler (W)
Sectional Final
79-72 vs. St. Rita (W)
Super-Sectional Final
54-43 vs. Hillcrest (W)
State Semi-Final
60-53 vs. Lanphier (W)
State Championship
69-67 (OT) vs. Fenwick (W)
Head Coach: Nick Irvin;
Assistant Coaches: Rodell Davis, Lance
Irvin, Terrence Johnson, and Kurtis Ellison
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Weather, inexperience
appears to hold back
girls soccer team

Lady Mustangs Myriah Sephus and Janelle Jackson move
the ball upfield during their pre-season opener against the
Gwendolyn Brooks Lady Eagles at Gately Stadium.

By Amanda Stewart
and Eli Brooks Jr

T

he Lady Mustangs
soccer team has
opened up the pre-season
with a 1-2 record, with conference play delayed because
of poor weather conditions.
The ladies’ first game
was against the Gwendolyn
Brooks Lady Eagles at Gately
Stadium, but lost 4-0. They
followed up against South
Shore, and fell 2-1, but put
together their first victory
against the Lady Tars five
days later, 4-3.
Although the preseason
hasn’t been what the team
hoped, Lady Mustang Myriah
Sephus believes things will
turn around.
“I feel that the team will
get better because we practice
more often than we used to
and we are starting to practice
outside instead of in the hallway and gymnasium,” Sephus
said. “During practice we
mainly work on our passing
and ball control.”
It might be a little more
difficult to achieve the same
level of victory the team enjoyed last season, though.

“Last year there were
more veteran players than
there were rookies, so it wasn’t
as hard for the team as a
whole to learn new drills,” Sephus said. “It takes us longer
this year to learn a new drill
that Coach Marchan wants us
to learn because they have no
experience.”
One good thing about
this year is the apparent interest in being a Lady Mustang.
“This year we have a
enough players so that the
starters can be rotated so they
can rest,” Sephus said.
But so far, too many
of the girls don’t appear to
understand their role on the
field, midfielder Shamika
Brownlee said.
“It’s bad, it’s starting bad,”
she said. “People don’t know
how to play their positions
and don’t know how to play.”
In order to be successful,
the team needs to work better
together, according to one
defensive player.
“I think we should like
run our positions a little bit
better,” Lady Mustang Shandiez Holmes said, “and, like you
know, like practice more, work
like on those little things.”

HIGH HOPES
Continued from page 14
for the team, there’s much to look
forward to with the future.
“I’m looking forward to
the playoffs because that’s when
everything matters,” Loston said.
While state seems to be the
goal on everyone’s mind, there
are other games that are highlyanticipated as well.
“I’m really looking forward
to the April 3rd and April 5th
games against Simeon,” senior
Kyell Alexander said (scheduled
for this past Monday and this
afternoon). “They are always
highly-intense games with them
being our rivals and with them
beating us in other sports—we
want to be able to beat them for
the school.”

Unfortunately, the team is off
to a slow start (as of Friday, March
31), losing two tournament games
on a road trip, and, more recently,
falling in a non-conference matchup to 7-1 to Fenwick.
Before that, the Mustangs
traveled to Atlanta, Georgia for
the Rawlings Select Classic, from
March 22-25. This is a nationally known baseball tournament
at the high school level. The
Mustangs have been going to the
classic the past few years to compete and often gain recognition.
The team was toppled by
in five games against Signal
Mountain Eagles (10-7, 7-6),
Greenwood (8-0), and to IMG
Academy (6-3).
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Mustangs reclaim Class 3A state title
in come-from-behind OT victory
By Alan Taylor
and Alexis Pollard

T

he varsity Mustangs
basketball team are your
IHSA Class 3A champions!
The boys team has made
it downstate four times out of
the last five years, and have won
three state titles and took third
in 2015.
Head coach Nick Irvin feels
that enjoying this amazing and
rare success is a blessing.
“It feels good,” Irvin said. “A
lot of coaches don’t get to make it to
this point. There are a lot of coaches
who have been coaching for over 20
years and haven’t been downstate
once, so this is a blessing.”
The Mighty Mustangs took
on parochial Fenwick High
School from Oak Park in the
Saturday afternoon IHSA championship match-up in the Carver
Arena at the Peoria Civic Center.
The Mustangs (26-6) trailed
the Fenwick Friars (30-5) through
most of the game. Worse yet, a
13-0 run by Oak Park gave them
an 11-point lead (51-40) with
just over five minutes left in the
game, that is until freshman guard
Nimari Burnett caught fire and
knocked down multiple 3-pointers
to push the game into overtime.
In the extra period, Burnett,
who led the team with 24-points,
continued to light it up with
three 3’s, as well as contributions
from freshman guard Marcus
Watson who stepped up big after
junior point guard Ayo Dosunmu
went down with a foot injury in
the opening minutes in the state
semifinal game against Springfield Lanphier the day before.
The Mustangs claimed the
title by a final score of 69-67.
During the game, Burnett
just wanted to prove himself to
the doubters.
“I was excited for myself,”
Burnett said.”The whole year people would doubt us. They would
say we can’t do this and that, so I
just wanted to show them. I also
did it for my parents, because they
believed in me, and that I could
do anything I set my mind to.”
After winning the championship, Burnett was extremely
excited that he helped lift the
Mustangs over Fenwick.

Please turn to page 11 for
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Nimari Burnett

Ayo Dosunmu

Cam Irvin

Marcus Watson

Photos by Jermaine Anderson and
teacher Ian Randolph

Who said Mustangs had no spirit?

Sectional Victory!
Romelo Burrell and Lenell Henry

Head coach Nick Irvin

