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‘Outstanding’
science students
prepare for city
fair competition

Military Ball
highlights

Senior Kapri Dowdell poses with her tri-fold display board,
featuring her science fair project during the local, school
level fair in December. She and five other Mustangs will go
on to represent MP at the city-level in mid-March.

S

Many attended and danced at the conclusion of the JROTC’s annual Military Ball, held at
the New Martinique Banquet Hall in Burbank last Friday night. The evening had plenty of
military-style formality and fun, featuring a family-style dinner, a motivational speaker, various ceremonies--including toasting with the experiment-gone-wrong-like grog concoction,
wrapped up with a deejay-led dance floor. For more, turn to page 4.

ix students earned top
scores at the Regional
Network Science Fair held
last month and will go on
to compete at the citywide
competition in March.
The following students
each received an Outstanding-level certificate and
trophy at the regional fair at
Chicago State University (on

Friday, January 20) and will
participate in the City Science
Fair from March 15-18 at the
Museum of Science and Industry: senior Kapri Dowdell
(“What’s Hiding Under Your
Feet at the Playground?”);
sophomore Jamal Broy (What

Please turn to page 3 for

SCIENCE FAIR

Student parking lot now the former visitors’ lot
A

s of today, in an effort
to improve safety and
security, student drivers will no
longer be allowed to park in
the north lot, and will instead
be allowed to park in the south
visitors lot.
School officials have mandated that as of Tuesday, student
vehicles are to be parked in the
lot immediately adjacent to
Monterey Avenue, at the stop
sign intersection, across from the
United States Post Office facility.
Students and their families were
expected to be notified earlier
this week, via PA announcements and a letter to be distributed, detailing the policy change.
The essential reason for the
move is due to a need to improve
safety and security, thanks largely
to an increase in fights in the
lot. Additionally, the distance
from the physical school build-

ing leads to longer reaction time
from security; the south lot is
deemed closer and should result
in a sharper reaction time.
The original student parking lot, which has been in place
since a major campus expansion
project was completed in 1982,
will now be dedicated solely to
visitors, and is expected to be
locked on a daily basis.
The newly-designated student lot is approximately a third
larger. While the former space
can accommodate approximately
53 cars, the new lot can fit
around 80 vehicles.
Students will now be required to place school-branded
parking stickers on their vehicle.

Please turn to page 6 for

PARKING LOT
CHANGE

Newly-designated
student parking lot

Mon

tere
y Av
enue

Students who drive to school are now required to park their vehicle in the former visitors parking
lot (outlined in white) that is adjacent to Monterey Avenue on the south side of the campus. The
original student lot will now be locked and used only for visitors, and teacher lots are off-limits,
as well. (Source: Google Maps)
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Black History Month
must be a time to remember

l
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By Arionna Moss

A

lthough Black History
Month (BHM) is in
February, learning about black
heritage should not be limited to
just one month.
Black history, just like any
other history, is important.
However, black history is more
complex, dating back further
than just the 200 years of slavery
that we’ve all been both informed
and misinformed of.
“European traders captured
some Africans in raids along the
coast, but bought most of them
from local African or AfricanEuropean dealers,” according to
the International Slavery Museum. “... Most of the Africans
who were enslaved were captured
in battles or were kidnapped,
though some were sold into
slavery for debt or as punishment. The captives were marched
to the coast, often enduring
long journeys of weeks or even
months, shackled to one another.
At the coast they were imprisoned in large stone forts, built by
European trading companies, or

ed

in smaller wooden compounds.”
African slaves were brought
over to North America; however,
they did not originally derive
from Africa.
“The first Africans forced
to work in the New World left
from Europe at the beginning of
the sixteenth century, not from
Africa,” according to the Gilder
Lehrman Institute of American
History. “The first slave voyage
direct from Africa to the Americas probably sailed in 1526.”
African slaves were intended
to be an inexpensive substitute to
the refugees and immigrants who
came to the Americas.
“In the early 17th century, European settlers in North
America turned to African slaves
as a cheaper, more plentiful labor
source than indentured servants
(who were mostly poorer Europeans),” according to history.com.
The Gilder Lehrman Institute also shared more facts about
the African slave trade.
“Over the period of the
Atlantic Slave Trade, from approximately 1526 to 1867, some
12.5 million slaves
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had been shipped from Africa,
and 10.7 million had arrived in
the Americas,” the institute said.
“The Atlantic Slave Trade was
likely the most costly in human
life of all of long-distance global
migrations.”
The institute explained
an important part of AfricanAmerican ancestry that could
essentially assist the population
with gaining knowledge about
their cultures.
“Africans carried to Brazil
came overwhelmingly from
Angola,” the Gilder Lehrman
Institute said. “Africans carried
to North America, including the
Caribbean, left from mainly West
Africa. Well over 90 percent of
enslaved Africans were imported
into the Caribbean and South
America. Only about 6 percent
of African captives were sent directly to British North America.
Yet by 1825, the US had a quarter of blacks in the New World.”

Please turn to page 4 for

KNOW YOUR
HISTORY

news briefs
CLUSTER PROGRAM NEWS
Morgan Park High School’s Cluster Program will be
hosting a Winter Walk-A-Thon on Friday, February 24 during
seventh and eighth periods. The money raised from the walk-athon will be used to increase our students’ independent functioning and daily living skills in the community. We are looking
for sponsors to contribute to this event by pledging a minimum
of $3, and a maximum of $20. Please consider helping us with
this worthy cause. Pledge forms will be placed in staff mailboxes this week. All donations are due by Tuesday, February 21.
It would be nice if you could make this a class activity for either
your seventh and/or eighth period classes. There will be a deejay
playing music,
activities, and refreshments at
the event.
The students of the
Cluster Program
thank
you in
advance for
your generosity
and support.

LET’S MOVE

WALKATHON
PLEDGES: $3 MINIMUM-$20 MAXIMUM
DATE: FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24
TIME: SEVENTH AND EIGHTH PERIODS

Letters to EMPEHI News
Safe Passage: Who are we?
By Gail Merriwether,
Base Operator
Maybe it’s best to start with
who we are not. For instance:
We are not crossing guards,
although we will assist students
crossing at busy corners. We are
not security guards, although
we will call 911 if we see an
emergency. We are not cleaning
crews or construction workers,
although we wear similar colors.
Nor are we teaching assistants, though most of us are
parents with children in the
public school system. So who are
we? What is our role?
We are members of the community hired through a city-wide
program known as Chicago Public School’s (CPS) Safe Passage,
which contracts with vendors
to place watchmen at different
schools on designated routes
around the city. We are here to
make sure that ALL students are
able to get to and from school
safely and with confidence. We
act as additional eyes and ears of
the community during the hours
that Chicago’s school children
travel to and from the city’s public
schools. We are here to greet each
of the students, parents and community members as they pass us
on our routes and
While that may not seem
like much, statistics show that
the number of school children
threatened, robbed or assaulted
en route to school has dropped

The Morgan Park High School Safe Passage staff
(Photo by Julia Hunter, Founder - Work2gether4peace.Info)
dramatically in the past six years
since the program was initiated.
Ideally, we work in tandem
with school security and local
police to add another layer of
safety for students traveling to
and from school. In many cases,
we’ve intervened on conflicts between students before they turned
into more serious incidents and
we support students who need
assistance with safety concerns.
We roll at dawn (rain, shine, snow,
or sleet) posted on corners before
the first kid shows up. We are still
there after the final class bell rings
and can be found at both elementary and high schools.
You could say the program
expounds on the ‘It takes a village’ philosophy.
Safe Passage is always looking
to employ persons (age 21 and up)
to hire full or part-time. You will
need to pass a background check

and be able to stand outdoors
for at least three hours at a time.
Black United Fund of Illinois is
the specific contractor for Morgan Park and you can find out
more about the program at their
website www.BUFI.org or calling
773-324-0494.

EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to
the editor. All letters must have a name
and division number. We reserve the right
to edit all letters for mechanics, length, and
content. Please submit responses with
name and division to Mr. Majeske or any
member of the newspaper, or to
KEMajeske@cps.edu.

SCHOOL NEWS
EMPEHI News
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Senior Board hosts
By Karrion Calvin
and Perriel Ballard

T

he Senior Board recently
held a junior/senior
event called Wild-N-Out where
two groups of students went
head-to-head in a something of a
comedy battle.
Wild-N-Out (WNO) was
an event thrown by the Senior
Board, and coordinated by sponsor Kandice Morgan, where there
were two teams of juniors and
seniors. The teams played multiple WNO-style games and the
infamous Wild Style where the
teams freestyle rap to a catchy
beat and try to make jokes about
the other team.
This event included two
different teams that battled
against each other for the most
laughs. The Orange team consisted of Christian Washington,
Johnny Johnson, Terrion Williams, Michael Hawthorne, and
Jordan Brown. The Green team
had Brittany Duckett, Ronald
Thompson, Tatyanna Morris,
Fredrick McGhee, Poet Muhammad, Jaquan Shorter, Brian Lee,
and Gregory Diggins.
The executive Senior
Board members of Perriel Ballard, Q’Rashanay Clay, Amani
Fashola, and Ayanna Williams
participated as the Wild-N-Out
girls.
The event opened with all
the participants being introduced
through the cafeteria’s main
entrance, one-by-one, by senior

host Briahsia Gordon.
It was a fun event, considering it was the first one Senior
Board has put together this year.
“It was great, the people were
funny, and the boys were doing
good with the rapping games,”
senior Aseanti Beasley said. “The
games were fun and funny, and
the audience was laughing.”
However, some thought
otherwise, primarily due to a
perceived lack of support.
“It turned out okay, but I
wish more people would’ve come,
and it should’ve been during
school time so the audience
could’ve been more involved,”
senior Shantae Whitaker said.
The games consisted of
“Breaking Up Is Hard To Do,”
“Let Me Holla,” “R & Beef,”
“Family Reunion,” “Talking
Spit,” and “Wild Style.” People
who are familiar with the MTV
show know how these games go.
One particular game seemed
to be the same as one from the
TV program.
“I believe the game they
liked the most was ‘Family
Reunion,’” senior Jaelyne Stewart
said.
Morgan believes that the
underclassmen might be a bit envious that they were not invited
to this event, but she thinks it
will give them some inspiration
of their own.
“They’ll probably be a little
upset, some may even try to
sneak in, she said days before
the event was held. “However,

it becomes a right a passage to
do things, like we have certain
events for juniors and seniors
and they have something to look
forward to when they become
a junior or senior, so it kind of
becomes a tradition.”
That said, one senior was
happy it was for upper level
students-only.
“It was smart not to let the
underclassmen attend, because
they can be immature at times,
Beasley said.
Another senior agreed,
but because it may have helped
provide a sense of unity for the
upperclassmen.
“It was a good idea…but it
was good just to be able to be
with the seniors and juniors,”
senior Amber Collins said.
Even though this was the
first event that Senior Board put
together for the Class of 2017,
many people thought they did
well.
“I think the Senior Board
did fine,” senior Jaelyne Stewart
said.
Collins agreed but she
thinks they could make a few
improvements.
“The way the event flowed
could’ve been better,” she said. “I
feel like the games weren’t turning out the way they expected
them to, so they were like, ‘Okay,
let’s end this game and they
moved on to the next one. But if
they would’ve actually had some
more funny people, it would’ve
turned out better.”
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SCIENCE FAIR
Continued from page 1

regional
winners

Regional Science Fair
trophy that Outstandinglevel students received.

Sophomore
Jamal Broy

Freshman
Kourtni Brandy

Freshman
Dorian Coleman

Eighth grader
Michelle Herring

Seventh grader
Brianna Berry

Makes Ice Melt Fastest?”); freshmen Kourtni Brandy (“Kool-Aid versus Sea Salt Water
in Plants”) and Dorian Coleman (“Let’s Get
Rusting”); eighth grader Michelle Herring
(“Candy Fiber Pull”), and seventh grader
Brianna Berry. Broy also received a plaque
for Best in Category in Chemistry.
Also at the city-level fair, junior
Makeda Thomas earned a Silver medal
and an Excellent certificate; while sophomores Zharmeece Watkins (“Smell and
Memory”), Lexi Shadlow (“The Effect of
Detergent on Stains”) and junior Cameron Hope (“Which Antacids are More
Effective?”)each received a Bronze medal
and Honorable Mention certificate.
Additionally, seventh grader Mariah
Ward (“Skittles Color Science”) and eighth
grader Kenneth Strongs (“The Death of an
Orange”) each received a bronze medal and
Honorable Mention certificate.
Students were judged on knowledge
gained, scientific approach, experimental
approach, reliability of data, validity of
conclusion, estimating experimental error,
originality, quality of visual presentation,
oral presentation, and the written report.
Winners were determined by the
total points accumulated that is closest
to 100 percent. The maximum number
of points that can be earned is 99 points.
53 of the points are based on the scientific method and the overall Impression
of the project. Eight points are based on
display. Another eight points are based

on the oral presentation. The last 30
points are based on the written report.
Those with top scores at the upcoming regional fair at CSU will enter the
city-wide competition at the Museum of
Science and Industry from March 17 to
March 20, 2016.
The 67th annual CPS Student Science Fair will take place on March 16-19
at the Museum of Science and Industry.
This year’s theme is “Science, Technology,
Engineering and Mathematics: Connectin Global Innovations.”
To participate, students must design
an experiment to investigate a question
or problem, or design or develop a new
model, computer program, mathematical
proof, and so forth.
There are 16 different categories that
students may develop a project: aerospace
science (including astronomy), behavioral
science, biochemistry, botany, chemistry,
computer science, earth science, electronics,
engineering, environmental science, health
science, materials science (consumer science),
mathematics, microbiology (including molecular biology), physics, and zoology.
Last year’s CPS-wide science fair
winning projects were “Poop to Power”
(Environmental Science), “Diet and Exercise
in Colon Cancer Development” (Health
Science), “The Effect of Mixed Cultures
on Microbial Fuel Cells” (Environmental
Science), and “Combating Dust Storms with
Wiper Mechanism” (Engineering Science).
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After delay, remaining
senior activities, fees
announced
By Amber Collins

S

eniors activities, events,
and fees have been
recently released, all of which
will hopefully alleviate initial
concerns by upperclassmen on
what to expect for the remainder
of the school year.
According to a document
that was provided to the seniors
during division on January 24, all
the fees and requirements must
be submitted by March 31, 2017.
In order to attend prom and
to graduate, seniors must have
their required service learning
hours submitted, three college
and one scholarship application
completed and verified, their
completed FAFSA, be in compliance with the discipline policy
and attendance policy, have their
entire school and library debt
zeroed out, and have their college
acceptance letters, financial aid
award letters, and scholarship
award letters submitted. Also a
senior exit questionnaire must be
completed by May 19.
If seniors want to purchase a
panoramic photo, (a large group
picture of the Senior Class taken
later in the spring), it will be a
cost of $20.
The highly-anticipated
formal prom will be held on May
26 from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. at the
Hyatt Regency Chicago (151 E.
Wacker Dr.); the cost is $110 per
person.
The luncheon will be held on
June 6 aboard the Mystic Blue,
docked at Navy Pier, from 9:30

a.m. to 1 p.m. ($50 per person).
The senior graduation will be
June 12 at House of Hope (752
E. 114th St.) at 5 p.m. The cost
of the Senior Fee is $100, which
provides for the facility rental,
a cap and gown, diploma cover,
senior t-shirt, programs, 10 guest
ticket, security, and class gift. Additional graduation seats will be
available for $5 per ticket.
Before the announcement,
some seniors had been concerned
about the senior activities such as
prom, graduation and luncheon
because of the lack of news.
“I feel that the delay of
information was not helpful at all
because we could’ve been gotten
things done and it’s just not fair,”
senior Ariel Fullilove said. “We
should [have known] about our
prom and graduation sooner.”
Part of what contributed
to the delay was because board
members didn’t want to make
announcements on things that
were finalized.
“A lot of information
[wasn’t] being given out because
the Senior Board can’t give out
information about certain events
because the things can change
which will lead to cancellation
or other changes,” Senior Board
Treasurer Perriel Ballard said,
“so we [didn’t] want to make the
students upset or get them hyped
just to let them down.”
In fact, while the Hyatt

I

t’s no secret that the
school has some issues
when it concerns its overall cleanliness which some
students have been complaining about but ultimately
contribute to its overall filth
or ignore the already-existing
trash.
The biggest battle appears
to be with negligently scattered empty bags of Flamin’
Hots and the like, alongside
empty cans and bottles of pop
and juice, nearly all of which
managed to escape detection
and enter the school to be
sold illegally.
It is a related behavior
that music teacher Matthew

Diamonds Dancing
Military Ball

1. Posting of the colors. 2. LTC (Ret.) Jeffrey Kochheiser welcomes the guests. 3.
Partying on the dance floor. 4. Motivational guest speaker Conchetta Jones, CEO and
found of “She’s All That.” 5. Junior Mariah Schaffer caught for the camera. 6. Ugh! The
grog ceremonial toast. 7. The Staff and Guest table VIPs applaud the Ms. Jones during
her motivational speech on personal pride. 8. A couple of happy guests on the dance
floor. 9. The welcome address is delivered by C/CPT Jackson (far left).

1

Please turn to page 7 for

JUST UNCLEAN

3

Prince Koury Booker
& Princess
Rickesha Clayton

4

ACTIVITIES
ANNOUNCED

Kerr finds to be the biggest
issue.
“I think the biggest
problem for hygiene, for my
classroom, is kids eating chips
and having it falling out of
their mouth because they can’t
chew correctly,” he said. “For
me, that’s the big part in this
classroom…It’s usually the
chips.”
Kerr believes that the
small bits of the crispy treats
cause a chain reaction of filth.
“The chips, when they fall
on the ground, they attract the
cockroaches,” he said. “In any
big place where there’s a lot of
humans, there will be insects
around. The thing I’m trying

2

King Anthony Anderson
& Queen
Stepanie Poole

Please turn to page 5 for

Dirty habits
create nasty
environment
By Ali Scott
and Alexus Ellerbe

EMPEHI News
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6
Duke Jamal Broy
& Duchess
Achanta Ellison

7

Lady Ahviona
Wilson-Cobbins
& Lord James Nukes

8

9
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Students reflect on current importance
of observing Black History Month
By David Street

T

he question of whether
“Black History” is being
more or less commemorated
compared to the past has come up
recently due to the lack of celebration amongst people in America.
The month of February is
entirely dedicated to the celebration and remembrance of
black history. It is a time to gain
knowledge and show gratitude.
“It’s the story of our people,”
said William Ferguson, a 24-yearold young adult. “It’s the story of
how us African Americans went
from rags to riches in America.”
Many people including Ferguson think that the whole idea
of commemorating black history
is going away.
“Specifically speaking on the
African American community
in America, I would absolutely
say that the whole “I’m black and
I’m proud” stuff is fading littleby-little,” Ferguson said. “It will
never fully fade, but it’s slowly
declining simply because it’s a
new time and day.”
Senior Amber McKnight says
that people in current time could
care less about black heritage.
“Yeah, it seems like people
just pass it on like they don’t
care,” she said. “On social media,
it’s a lot of people who take care,
and they say ignorant or irrelevant things about black history.”
McKnight currently does
not celebrate black history, as in
taking time to learn something
new about black heritage or
educating someone else.
“As far as learning more about
our heritage, nah, I don’t learn
anything new,” she said. “Even
though I guess I could learn more
new stuff about myself.”
McKnight said she doesn’t

notice any teachers incorporating
anything into their lesson plans
regarding black history.
“I mean, I take African
American literature where we
learn African heritage, but other
than that, no,” she said.
The last time McKnight
recalled a teacher dedicating a
lesson to black history was back
in grammar school.
“We’ve read a couple books
by black people and had small
talk about black history, but
nothing major throughout all of
my high school years,” she said.
“In grammar school, it was real
big, and they really pushed for
everyone to learn black history.
When I got to high school, it
was just like, well, you know what
you need to know and that’s it.”
Jordan Nelson, a student of De
La Salle, says that he can’t recall his
school ever celebrating black history.
“Out of my four years there, I
haven’t seen anything related to black
history,” Nelson said. “Literally, there
are no assemblies put together by the
school, no art projects or assignments. Absolutely nothing!”
Ferguson explained why it’s
important to recognize and appreciate black history.
“You know there’s a lot to
learn from it,” Ferguson said. “Just
look at black innovation. Blacks
have invented some of the most
useful things in our lives today.”
Without black innovation, Ferguson believes that the
America known today most
likely wouldn’t be the same.
“Blacks have invented many
things such as the comb and the
stop light,” he said. “A black man
even played a crucial role in inventing the light bulb. Guys like them
have definitely shaped our everyday
lives and without them our lives
today wouldn’t be as easy.”

Nelson believes that a lot of
black-on-black violence occurs
due to the lack of young black
males knowing their heritage.
“There’s simply a lack
of pride,” he said. “If blacks
Colin
sat down and thought about
Powell
what it took to get to the
Pres. Barack
Dr. Martin
point we’re at today, these
Obama
Luther King
killings wouldn’t exist. So
much appreciation and respect would be shown, the
thought of killing a fellow brother
wouldn’t even cross their mind.
Gwendolyn
If black history was apMuhammad Oprah
Winfrey
Brooks
preciated as it was in past times,
Ali
maybe they’ll think twice
before pulling that trigger.”
A Perspectives Charter
School student, Jabari Powell,
says that even when black history
is commemorated, only a couple
Michelle
Rosa
of people receive recognition.
Obama
Malcolm X
Parks
“No disrespect to anyone,
but I’m so sick and tired of hearing the same things about the
same people over and over again,”
he said. “Dr. King, Malcolm
X and Rosa Parks are the only
people talked about. I’m not sayContinued from page 4
ing they didn’t play a big role in
our lives, but to a certain extent
Regency had been identified
activities that the kids want
what’s understood does not need
as the prom location months to do out of the way,” sponto be said. Pretty much everybody
ago, nothing could be finalsor Kandice Morgan said. “So
knows their whole life story, so
ized because Chicago Public we’re just putting dates on the
why not give praise to the people
Schools (CPS) is requirauditorium calendar or the
most don’t know about?”
ing all schools to undergo
school master calendar, but we
Ferguson added to Powell’s
a series of steps in order to
have all of our things set in
opinion by agreeing that he’s
have any event approved.
stone.”
tired of the same stuff as well.
Time-consuming steps
The board president is
“As great as Martin Luther
include gathering at least
excited about what’s to come
King was, I think that we have all
three competitive bids from
for her fellow peers.
gotten the point,” Ferguson said.
CPS-approved vendors, and
“I think the events that
“Like the whole ‘I Have a Dream’
having contracts examined
are coming up will turn out
speech, I think that point has
by four different departgreat with the proper preparabeen made loud and clear. Instead
ments, all before any event
tion,” Senior Board President
of always going back in time, I
can move forward.
Q’Rashanay Clay said.
feel it’s time for this country to
One significant hurdle
It appears that there is
build on something new. Not saywas regarding what company
a very positive relationship
ing we should ever forget, it’s just
was going to provide the
between the board members
time for something new.”
food and refreshments at
and the sponsor, too.
the prom. According to one
“Working with Mrs.
school source, CPS initially
Morgan is exciting,” Bobo
sought to require Aramark
said. “She is a sweetheart, so
(yes, the same company that
not only are we making sure
provides the cafeteria food)
things are getting done, we are
be the caterer for the formal
also bonding with her. She is
affair; however, after some
so creative and has so many
theroot.com, San Frannegotiation with the CPS of- ideas. She kind of opens our
cisco 49ers football player
ficials, the Hyatt kitchen will
eyes on many of the topics
and activist Colin Kaepernick
prepare the evening’s meal.
discussed, so it’s refreshing.”
advocates for the importance
Another thing that led to
Clay agreed with her.
of black lives, Grey’s Anatomy
the overall delay was the late
“Mrs. Morgan is dostar Jesse Williams executiveelection of the Senior Board
ing a great job, because she
produced a documentary
representatives.
makes sure everything is in
on the Black Lives Matter
“It’s more so…because
order, and we understand
movement, director, producer
the board was formed superwhat we can and can’t do,”
and writer Ava Duvernay “relate,” Senior Board Head
she said. “Things are getting
launched the African-AmerTech Vontrice Bobo said,
done faster than they actually
ican Film Festival Releasing
“meaning we had a late start
should.”
Movement as ARRAY to
on the things and important
Similarly, Morgan is
give more women and people
information that was suppleased by the group’s efforts.
of color the platform to tell
posed to be given out around
“It’s a good group of
this time.”
stories in film form,” and “the
kids,” she said. “It’s a very
So now, according to the small group, but they’re very
first black female principal
Senior
Class sponsor, planof a major American ballet
dedicated to the Senior Class.
ning
for
senior activities is
company,” American Bal“From the first few things that
actually going well.
let Theatre, Misty Copeland
we’ve done so far, they work
“We’ve gotten all the
continues to motivate “young
hard, they take care of busitraditional activities planned
brown and black women…to
ness and I’m impressed with
and most of the additional
live their dance dreams, too.”
them so far.”

EDITORIAL: KNOW YOUR HISTORY
Continued from page 2
The slave trade was a detrimental act that ripped healthy
men and women from their
families, native language, and
their homes. These remarkable,
productive members of society
were treated as inferior and virtually worthless to humankind.
According to the Atlanta
Black Star, enslaved black
people were sexually assaulted
and abused by slave owners,
their owner’s families, and
male friends. They were also
branded with hot iron, castrated, lynched, burned alive
at the stake, shackled, mutilated by having a body part removed or disfigured, tortured
with neck collars and other
instruments, and whipped
while having salt or other
spices and powders poured

and rubbed into their wounds.
On the other hand, throughout history, many African and
African-American people created
inventions that were revolutionary and that are still used today.
According to Huffington
Post, black people created several
gadgets that are still used today
including the three-signal traffic
light invented in 1923 by Garrett
Morgan, the closed circuit tv
in 1966 by Marie Van Brittan
Brown, the laserphaco probe
in 1986 by Patricia Bath, and
the process of preserving blood
plasma or blood banks in the
1940s by Charles Drew.
Today, there are many
influential and successful
African-Americans that use their
platforms to motivate others.
According to onehundred.

ACTIVITIES ANNOUNCED
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As time ticks away, some still deciding on college choice
By Quinita Johnson
and Larry Watts

M

any students are going
through the process
of getting accepted into college,
and this is the time where you
start to decide where you want
to go to school, but some are still
undecided.
“I did not pick the school
I’m going to yet, but I know I’m
going to pick the one that gives
me the most money,” senior
Kaylen Poindexter said.
Seniors often think that doing college stuff in very stressful, because it’s hard to keep
up with that and be on
top of your school work,
as senior Vontrice
Bobo expressed her
stress on this particular detail.
“Doing college
stuff is very stressful,
because the scholarships and the essays
on top of school work is
never easy, and it gets very
nerve wrecking at times, but
you just have to keep your cool,”
Bobo said.
Many students actually do
not have a dream school where
they really want to get accepted.
Either they didn’t apply or it
doesn’t matter what college they
go to as long as they get acceptance letters and get the most
money possible, as senior Kyell
Alexander explained why dream
college isn’t really that important.
“I really don’t have a dream
college, because I just want to go
to school and finish,” Alexander
said. “College isn’t really all what
it seems to be, you just get pay

money to get your education
have a little fun and that’s it,
but my top choice accepted me,
which is Tuskegee University.”
College has more to it than
just applying and accepting.
College takes a wide-variety of
intangibles and success that help
select students. Collegeboard.org
explains this in a recent online
report.
“Experts say that many
traditional four-year colleges
make
admission

decisions
based on a specific dimension of
success, such as test scores and
grades,” according to Collegeboard.org.
Colleges expect the best out
of the students that they admit
into their university because they
don’t want you to catch senioritis
and mess up the remainder of
the year.
“Colleges expect seniors to
complete courses they enrolled
in, including high-level courses,”
according to the not-for-profit

organization report. “Many
college applications ask applicants to list senior-year courses,
with information about course
levels and credit hours. College
admission officers are interested
in academic commitment and
course completion.”
Even though that college
and the acceptance process is
nerve-wracking, seniors are
told to stay patient and humble
while getting acceptance into
their schools. Senior Michael
Hawthorne explained why this is
important.
“I feel that being humble
is the best way to go about
going through the process,”
Hawthorne said. “It allows you to be patience
and when the letters
come saying that they
accepted you, it will feel
better and feel more
satisfying.”
Experts advise
students that are seniors
and are going to college
not to be obsessed over the
admissions process.
“If they do, everything else,
including grades, suffers,” according to Collegeboard.org. “It’s all
about balance and making the
right choices.”
Some student are not really worried about the selection
process because they have been
accepted to many schools. Bobo
explained why she is not worried
about her acceptance.
“I have gotten accepted
into approximately 27 colleges,
I believe,” Bobo said. “My top
schools are North Carolina
Agricultural and Technical State,
University of Missouri-Colum-

PARKING LOT CHANGE
Continued from page 1
It’s hoped that this will help
identify those cars that don’t
belong in the MP-only parking lot, as some post office
customers sometimes use
vacant spots for their cars.
Students will have to
visit the Main Office during
their lunch period to obtain a
sticker for $1.
Cars are to affix greenand-white shield-shaped
parking stickers to the lower
driver side corner of the windshield. Vehicles without the
required sticker are subject to
being ticked and/or towed.
A Chicago Public School
(CPS) Safe Passage worker
will be in place to help students stay out of harm’s way.
Students are urged to
use cautious driving habits
when entering and exiting the
parking lot, which instead of
being on Hermosa Street that
has limited traffic, is now on
111th Street which is more of
an arterial thoroughfare.

Newly-designated
visitors parking lot;
more distant

Newly-designated
student parking lot;
nearer school building

One of the main reasons for the decision to change parking
lots is because the southern lot is nearer to the school building than the northern lot. (Source: Google Map)

bia, and Washington University
in St. Louis.”
There are also some who
have found themselves torn
between attending a PWI
(Predominately White Institution) schools and an HBCU (
Historically Black Colleges And
University).
“I feel like diverse schools

are best way the go, because
you can get used to different atmospheres,” senior Jalen Allen
said. “They hold tons of opportunities that benefits more than
just a specific race, and they
give you a feeling around the
school that you are not used to
that makes you a more diverse
person.”

Board considers
future fundraisers
By Koury Booker
and Jalen Travis

T

he Senior Board is
considering some
ways to help lower costs associated with prom, but only
if there is widespread support
by the upperclassmen.
”I think some fundraisers
can help prom costs if more
seniors gets involved,” said
Kandice Morgan, the Senior
Class sponsor.
Although the price in
currently tentative, Morgan
said that this year’s formal
dance tickets will be $110
per person. The prom will be
held on Friday, May 26 at 7
p.m., returning to the Hyatt
Regency on Wacker Drive.
The event had been held at
the Adler Planetarium since
2013.
Morgan listed some
activities to help lower prom
costs.
“I think car washing,
selling candy, fundraising, and
dances can really help lower
prom costs for the seniors,”
Morgan said.
However, apathy and a
lack of senior unity may derail
any efforts, she said.

”It’s hard to say if the seniors can reach those goals for
reducing prom costs because
most of the seniors will not get
involved,” Morgan said.
Every senior student
should consider participating
in school-sponsored activities,
according to senior Briaizha
Steele.
“I think every senior
should participate because a
better outcome will come out
for it for all of us,” said Steele,
who is looking forward to
prom. “Prom is a big event and
very important to me because
I have been waiting on it all
the years I have been in high
school.”
While information
regarding the senior graduation, prom, and the school
luncheon has been announced,
it’s best for students to check
out the school website (under
the “What’s New” link) to get
ongoing updates.
“I am encouraging all
students to go to the Morgan
Park website to keep up with
the all the changes or prom
details,” Morgan said.“I am
looking for a date but I might
end up going by myself,”Steele
said.

Planning, time
management key
to getting ready for
the next level: college
By Ronald Thompson
and Jalen Britton

C

ollege-bound or naw…
are high school seniors
on track or behind when it
comes to college readiness?
With college deadlines
approaching quickly, seniors are
scrambling to get their college
acceptance letters and financial
aid in order especially since
FASFA moved up their starting
date to October of last year.
Surprisingly, some seniors
actually admitted to being unprepared.
“I think I could be doing a

lot more to make sure that I am
ready for college, and could be
taking a little bit more steps in
trying to progress into my post
secondary education,” senior
Fredrick Mcgee said.
This problem with seniors not
knowing where they will be attending this fall is not just evident
in some of the low-performing
students, but also in high-ranking
senior scholars, as well.
“Getting into college i
don’t think will be the issue but

Please turn to page 7 for

COLLEGE
CONCERNS
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What does it mean to be a Mustang today, yesterday?
By Jeremiah Harris
and Rodney Ingram

M

organ Park High
School has enjoyed
a pretty strong traditional for
having school spirit and strong
sports teams. In fact, once upon
a time, Mustangs--yes, just like
you--were excited about being,
well, a Mustang.
However, one teacher, who
has taught at MP for the past 14
years, has witnessed something
of a decline in students being
proud of attending MP, and she
explained what it should mean to
students.
“It means having school
pride, being respectful of your
peers and adults, getting to class
on time, and striving for excellence in everything you do,”
librarian Kandice Morgan said.
Some teachers feel the
meaning of being a Mustang
were different when they attended Morgan Park.
“It was showing your
responsibility, taking ownership
of your actions, representing the
school no matter where you’re
at, because you’re a Mustang,”
International Baccalaureate (IB)
world studies Teacher Keanan
Thompson said, adding, “in these
walls or outside these walls.”
Thomas Arrington, a wellknown retired Morgan Park
social science teacher who is a
current substitute, still has a lot
of Mustang pride.
“It means the world to me
to be a Mustang,” Arrington
said. “MP is the only school I’ve
taught at, and the only school

I’ve ever subbed at.”
While many have complained over the years that school
spirit was declining, this year, in
particular, the spirit appears to
have practically evaporated. Students didn’t even have a homecoming dance or pep rally due,
really, to the lack of school spirit.
And being that this cancellation was likely the first time
in the 100 year history of the
school, that’s saying something,
especially when
What was an
you
“ideal student”
consider at MP back in the
how
day? Read this
much
passage from
Musthe 1944 Student
tangs
Handbook.
loved
to do
things related to the school.
“Fifteen years ago our
homecoming dance would have
anywhere from 1,500 to 2,000
people,” Arington said.
While some may feel it’s
a negative perception about
Morgan Park students, senior
Q’Rashanay Clay seems feel
different.
“It means to be brave, outgoing, and being confident,” senior
Q’Rashanay Clay said.
Students show their school
spirit by joining teams at the
school, to support the school
name.
“I support all the teams
by cheering at the games , and

Please turn to page 12 for

MUSTANG
MEANING

COLLEGE CONCERNS
Continued from page 6
deciding where I want to go and
which universities fit me the best
is what I’m having trouble with,”
senior Kenneth Blue said.
And it appears that it’s been
nothing short of a mad scramble
by students who haven’t been
managing their time or deadlines
very well, according to post secondary liaison John Umunna.
“This year has been crazy,
with all the hassle from seniors
rushing last minute to submit
their FASFA, getting transcripts
sent, and finalizing their college
decision,” Umunna said. “All
of the last minute worries are a
clear showing that some students
aren’t where they need to be in
the college application process.”
College season is affecting
not only students but everyone
who plays a role in college application process, which makes
everything much more difficult,
especially with everything and
everyone being so unprepared
for what’s to come. But for those
who put in the extra effort, the
process isn’t all that formidable.
“All this stuff is simple, really, if you’re on it and go to your
counselor everyday and talk to
them on a regular basis, you have

nothing to worry about,” McGee
said. “But if you’re lagging and
waiting forever to get stuff done,
you’re going to be one of those
kids who’s stressed out because
they don’t have a clue on what
they doing when they graduate.”
That said, some seniors feel
like it isn’t their fault on why
they aren’t prepared for college.
“I really don’t know why, but
this whole thing just seem harder
than it’s supposed to be,” senior
Chenyura Marshall said. “I’m
on point with all my stuff, and
I’m still lost in the whole thing.
There isn’t anybody out here
really telling me what do when
I go to them for help, so I just
be confused,” senior Chenyura
Marshall said.
Upperclassmen really need
to buckle down and get a grip
on what is coming up in these
next couple months as the school
year—the final one for seniors—
finally starts to wind down.
“I knew already this year
was going to fly,” senior Malik
Coburn said,.”That’s why I tried
to be on top of all this, but it’s
hard trying to juggle so much at
one time—all this stuff is getting
a little overwhelming.”

JUST UNCLEAN
Continued from page 4
to stress is that kids bring
chips in here, they’re going to
fall on the ground. Then, the
cockroaches come out from
under the floorboards. I don’t
want cockroaches crawling
on my feet or up my leg. I’m
sure students don’t want them
crawling around in their hair
and bring them home and
what not.”
Kerr feels discouraged
when he sees the messes that
the students leave.
“It’s pretty sad to walk
down the hallway and see
wrapper bags like chip bags and
candy wrappers laying on the
ground,” he said he observed.
“It sucks to see that people
don’t respect the school enough
to clean up or just throw
something in the garbage can. I
was thinking about this earlier
today. When the students go
home, on their blocks, how
dirty is it? Do you think most
students come from blocks that
are fairly clean or littered with
garbage in front of their house?
Maybe their houses themselves
are dirty.”
Junior student Kendall
Fulkerson said that some kids
litter because they just don’t
see it as a problem.
“I litter sometimes
because I just don’t care,” she
said. “I think my peers do it
because [they believe it] has
no effect on the school itself.
They just don’t care because
they’re eventually going to
leave this high school at the
end of the day; other people
will clean up after them.”
Senior Darryl Randolph,
on the other hand, doesn’t
trash the place because of how
he was brought up.
“I do not [litter] because I
feel that if I do, I’m giving the
janitors more work and more
things to clean up than they
already have,” he said. “I see it

as this: If I don’t
throw things on
the ground inside
my house, why
would I do it at
school?”
Substitute
teacher Jan
Craven believes
that it might be that students are
simply oblivious to the impact
their negligence has.
“I think students could be
more mindful with their litter,”
she said.
Randolph said his peers litter because they believe school is
a place where students don’t have
the same consequences as they
do at home.
“Our peers are different
from me,” he said. “I don’t know
what goes on in their house or
what they do. Some don’t litter
and others just don’t care. They
treat school like a place where
they’re free and can do whatever
they want.”
However, freshman student Anisa Allen has a different
reason.
“Sometimes I might forget
and leave it there,” she said. “I
think some people just don’t like
the school in general, or maybe
they don’t want to be in school
and just make messes for spite.”
Then there is the age-old
candy battle schools have faced
possibly since the first one was
built: gobs of chewed gum stuck
underneath virtually every single
desk in the building. Go ahead,
take a look right now—gross!
Coach Christian Hopkins
believes that someone should
take responsibility for removing
the gum.
“I think it’d be a good idea
for someone to take on that
job—to scrape that stuff off,”
he said. “It’d help the overall
hygiene of the school. You don’t
want someone to touch what’s
been in other people’s mouths.

I think it’d be important for
someone to deal with that.”
Although Hopkins does
not encounter gum often, it
still disgusts him when he
does.
“For me, I don’t see it that
much because I’m not by the
desks that often, but there’s
been a few times I see it in the
library or in a couple classrooms,” Hopkins said. “I have
found gum there. Not just on
the student’s desks but even
on the teacher’s desk.”
Hopkins believe it would
be a good idea if students
serving detention should be
responsible for scraping the
gum off the desks.
“If they’re not going to
do what’s right, what better
punishment is there than to
do something that services the
school?” he said.
To avoid further messes,
Kerr believes that students
should be responsible for
their messes rather than
leaving everything to the
janitors that we don’t have an
abundance of.
“I think it really boils
down to everyone being
responsible for the cosmetic
beauty of the school,” he said.
“We can’t put all the blame
on the janitors. We need to
take responsibility for our actions. We have to be responsible for our fellow students
at Morgan Park. If you see
something on the ground,
pick it up. It’s everybody’s
problem or just the janitor’s
problem.”
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F E B R U A R Y
Collected and typed by
Kyren Mason
and Natasha Rivers
To My Valentine: Stephen
“Pookie” Grayson,
You know that I love you
so much. Through everything, we’ve managed to
stay together through it all.
Day-by-day our bond gets
stronger and stronger. You’re
not only my boyfriend, but
you’re my best friend. You
inspire me to do better, and I
wouldn’t want this connection
with anybody else. We never
cared what people had to say,
and that’s why they hate us. I
hope all your little “crushes”
read this so they can know
they couldn’t stand a chance
with you. That doesn’t matter
though, because you already
know what’s understood
doesn’t have to be explained.
You know I love yo annoying self ! Just know nobody
compares to you or the things
you do, baby. I’m so glad to
call you mine!
From, Your Brat, Nisha

To My Valentine:
Ryhan Brown,

Hey big head, baddest [girl] in
the valley.
From, Arroniqua Holman

To My Valentine: Nafisat,

You are kind, pretty and smart.
Be my valentine.
From, Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Faith Latoya,

Dear Faith, I love you so much,
you mean the world to me, and
although we have our ups and
downs, I wouldn’t trade you for
the world. I want you to be my
valentine.
Love, Your Baby, Deja

To My Valentine: Haley,

Where do I begin? I love you
so much, and you mean the
world to me. I want you to
know that I’ll always be there
for you no matter what. I’m
sorry about everything I ever
did wrong to you, we got something nobody else has and I’ll
be here forever together or not.
From, Bae

To My Valentine:
TashaMac,
Big Daddy loves you, little
mama; you’re my everything.
Love, Big Daddy E

To My Valentine: Ny’Ale H:

2 0 1 7
were the one. You light up my
world with every smile. This
has been a long journey and
many more years to go. You
know you mean the world
to me. You stood by my side
through it all and that’s what
I love about you. Happy anniversary, lil’ mama, I love you!
Smooches!!
Love, Annasia

To My Valentine: Po’et,

You are amazing!
From, Anonymous

You’re my keeper, I love you
bad...
From, Mariah Schaiffer

To My Valentine:
Terrance H.,

To My Valentine:
Romelo Burrell,

To My Valentine:
Natasha Rivers,

To My Valentine:
Dezarae Haynes,

To My Valentine: Keyala,

Happy Valentines Day! I love
you baby <3
Love, Kenirah

To My Valentine:
Christopher:

Hi, hope you have a nice day and
school year.
From, Anonymous

I want you. <3
From, Your Crush, Natasha

I love you, G. You’re my best
friend, and I wouldn’t trade you
for the world. <3
From, Bestoo

To My Valentine:
Michael Campbell,

To My Valentine: Marissa,

Hey Boo. You are soooooooo
fine-looking like a milk chocolate truffle. You have made me a
better person already, and we can
only grow from here. We gonna
be great, boo muah (3x).
Love, Amani Campbell

To My Valentine:
Jemond Banks,

You didn’t even give me a chance
to ask you to prom.
From, Unknown

To My Valentine: Trisha,

Trisha, will you please be my
girlfriend?
From, Yo Friend

To My Valentine:
Girls Everywhere,

Don’t forget to throw that back.
From, Lorren R.
Hi, you probably know who this
is, I just wanted to say that you’re
awesome, and I love you very
much.
From, ADTR

To My Valentine: Shelbi,
You’re the realest.
From, Dakyla Tall

To My Valentine: Takiyah
Muhammad,
I love you, Baby Girl.
From, Larry Watts

To My Valentine: Yannii,

Happy Valentine’s Best!! Love
you lots. <3
From, Jaleel Sanders

To My Valentine: Best
Friend,

You are all beautiful! Hit me up
if trying to…
From, Money

Happy Valentine’s Day, bestie, I
love you. <3
From, Xia Parchman

To My Valentines: Kyren,
Miyah, and Desire,

To My Valentine:
Best Friend,

Love you [girls], XOXO!
Love, Desire

To My Valentine:
Kyren Mason,

Damn girl, you fine, thick and
pretty.
Love, Myriah

To My Valentines:
Kyren, Natasha,

Y’all the prettiest females in
Morgan Park.
From, Kyle

To My Valentine:
Trinity Bennett,

To My Valentine: Julius,

Since the first moment I
laid eyes on you, I knew you

To My Valentine:
Mariah Ashby,

To My Valentines:
All the taken females,

To My Valentine: Tasha,

To My Valentine:
Nyah Addison,

You be looking so good, when
you gonna give me a chance and
leave that [other] stuff alone?
100.
From, Big Daddy

To My Valentine: Zachary:
You are really a boss and really
funny.
From, Zachary

You’re so irritating, and I love
you for it. Crazy how opposites
attract, because I never thought
you would be a little sister to
me. I got you!

My bestie no matter what how
far, I love you, girly.
Love, Bestie

EMPEHI News

St. valentine’s

Hi, Tasha! Happy Valentine’s
Day. <3 What you doing,
though?
From, Melo
Happy Valentines Day...Be
Mine?
From, Unknown Girl

To My Valentine: Gaylen,

That [part of your body] is $6
million. If I ever get one night,
it’s bussin’!
From, Poppa

Happy Valentine’s Day, best
friend! Love you.
From, Aiyanna Minniefield

To My Valentine:
Ayanna, Trisha, and Deair,

I love you guys. We are going to
college soon, and I hope that we
will meet in the future. Love you,
best friends.
From, Daria A. Mines

To My Valentine: Marissa,
Hi! Rissa, I just wanted to say
you’re the best.
From, Dakyla Tall

To My Valentine:
Myriah Sephus,

I love you more than anything.
You are always there for me
through thick-and-thin. You are
the most beautiful girl I’ve laid
my eyes on.
From, Myriah Sephus

To My Valentine:
Mariah Schaiffer,

You’re my best friend, I love you
bad…
From, Jasmine Reed

To My Valentine:
Jasmine Reed,

Happy we back cool! Love you.
<3
From, Amari
Wassup Lil…
From, This Guy

To My Valentine:
Natasha Rivers,

I’m sorry you thought this was
a letter from your crush. I’m just
writing this to tell you that all
future L’s I’ll be giving you in
iMessage games came from the
bottom of my heart.
From, Your Rival, Eugene

To My Valentine: Denisha
Ingram,
Love you bestie!!!
From, Trinity Bennett

To My Valentine:
Natasha Rivers,

I’m tryna have a [special relationship with you].
From, Big Man

To My Valentine:
LaDaija Mitchell,

You legit down to earth, and I
like that about you.
From, Ryan from 2nd, 4th, 5th,
and 7th period

To My Valentine: Natasha,
I WANT NATASHA!
I WANT NATASHA!
I WANT NATASHA!
I WANT NATASHA!
I WANT NATASHA!
From, Anonymous.

To My Valentine:
Joi Blumenberg,

Hey Blueberry, Midget, and
Chipmunk! No matter what
happens, Joi, you still like a second best friend to me! Love you.
You suck!
From, Him

To My Valentine:
Kyren Mason,

You are my favorite person to
hand L’s to on the daily basis. It’s
not my fault you...while
playing iMessage
games.
From, The Gutter

To My Valentine: Quincy,
Hi! I just wanted
to say I like you
:) and you should
be mine.
From, Anonymous

To My Valentine: Tasha and
Kyren,

To My Valentine:
Indira Marshall,

Hi friends!
From, Tavaris M.

I love you, [girl].
Love, Johnnie

To My Valentine: Tiffany,

Words can’t explain how much I love
you. Happy Valentine’s Day.
From, Kayla

To My Valentine: D’Angelo Jones
(Big Daddy),
You melt me… You make my cookies
crumble. LOL, I quit, but I love you to
the fullest.
From, Wet Aquafina XXX

To My Valentine: Trinity Bennett,

My bestie, no matter how far, I love you,
girly.
Love, Bestie

To My Valentine:
All the [girls] in MP,
Y’all motivate me.
From, Carlos Patterson

To My Valentine: Me,

Happy Valentine’s Day Kayla. <3
Love, Kayla

To My Valentine: Natasha,
XOXO!
Love, Tae

To My Valentine: Tanesha Swain,
Let me get your number.
From, Big Sexy

To My Valentine:
Kayla Thompson,
I love you, Kayla.
From, Johnnie

To My Valentine: Trevon Dularey,

Even though we don’t talk how we used
to, I still love you, brother.
Love, Your Sister

To My Valentine: Arianna Captain,
I love you, girlfriend. You’re special.
From, Jasmine Reed

To My Valentine: Tyrone Coats,

I love you, I want you to have a happy
Valentine’s because you’re still my man.
Period!
Love, Tianna

To My Valentine:
Tianna McCullough,

Happy Valentine’s Day girl…. I love
you girl, you the bomb.
Love, Tianna

To My Valentine: Gyanna Davis,
I love you, [girl].
Love, Darion

To My Valentine: Jakarri Adele,
I love you, boy.
Love, Niyah

s Day messages
To My Valentine: Stephanie
Poole,

To My Valentine: Kiyasha
Truitt,

I love you, sissy.
Love Han’

Wassup, Kiyasha! You already
know you’re my irritation. I always
remember our first FaceTime
call—we was dying. You make me
laugh, and your smile is gold.
Love, Ryan

To My Valentine: Mother,

Happy Valentine’s Day, love you.
Love, Daryl Craig

To My Valentine: Chris,
Happy Valentine’s Day. <3
From, Anonymous

To My Valentine: Miyah Hubbard,
I like you so much!
From, Richard

To My Valentine: Kyren Mason,

When you gone let me [have] that…
“Ion care ‘bout your man, he doesn’t
really matter. He just temporary” (in my
leek jack voice ;)).
From, Big Daddy Willy Will

To My Valentine: Arianna Taylor,

I love you, my lovely wife!! <3 Hope you
enjoy this day!!
From, Diamond Burnett

To My Valentine: Cerra Harmon,
To my dear sister, always my sister, no
matter what! I love you.
From, Your Sister

To My Valentine: Vernisha Perkins (Grayson),
You are the light,
when there is no sun.
You are the rainbow
after the rain is done.
You are the star,
that twinkles in the night.
You are the moon,
that glows so bright.
You are the wind,
that whistles my name.
You are the love,
when the world is the same.
You are the flowers,
the bee’s never miss.
You are the beach;
the warm sun kisses.
You are the girl,
that will always be mine.
Love, Your Baby Boy ;)

To My Valentine: Natasha Rivers,

From your favorite tall light-skin. Your
eyes brighten my day.
From, Aaron

To My Valentine: Kyren Mason,
When you gonna be mines?
From, Anonymous

To My Valentine: Markeno Bush,

Hey daddy, you thick….
From, Fredriana Walker

To My Valentine:
Kalah Mitchell,

I love you so much, have a great
Valentine’s. Hope you can be my
valentine.
Love, Kalah

To My Valentine:
DeAndre A.,

What you on, boo? Hit my line.
XOXO!
From, Anonymous

To My Valentine: Mother,

I love you mother. You’re the
best mom a young boy like me
could have. I’m thankful for
the things you do for me, my
brother and sister. You’re the
best brother in the world. I don’t
have a girlfriend, so you is my
valentine <3
From, Anonymous

To My Valentine:
All the senior girls,

Y’all are beautiful. Thank you for
blessing my eyes. Especially the
one with the same initials as a
kind of root beer.
From, Big...Daniel

To My Valentine:
Christina H.,

Just want you to know you’re
special.
From, P.R.

To My Valentine: Mya,

You are beautiful, smart, and
cool! Keep slaying!
Love, Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Tyra Green,

You are so kind and beautiful,
Happy Valentine’s Day my sweet!
From, Unknown

To My Valentine: Mercedes,
Roses are red, Violets are blue,
You two are redheads—Makes
me love you!
From, Mr. Randolph

To My Valentine: La Familia,
I love y’all more than Harold’s!
From, Rudy

To My Valentine: Jakarri Adele,
Dear Jakarri, I Love You boy.
Love, Niyah

To My Valentine:
Trinity Bennett,

My best friend, no matter how far. I love you,
girly!
Love, Bestie

To My Valentine: Me,

Happy Valentine’s Day, Kayla
<3
Love, Kayla

To My Valentine: Tiffany,

Words can’t explain how much
I love you. Happy Valentine’s!
Love you.
Love, Kayla
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To My Valentine:
Trevon Durarey,

Even though we don’t talk how
we used to, I still love you, brother.
Love, Your Sister

To My Valentine:
Delwin Gadlen,

Hey best friend! LOL! Happy
Birthday! SUS
Love, Marvanik and Sydney

To My Valentine:
Jayuan Williams,

Hay daddy <3 LOL! Hay SUS!
From, Marvanik Barber
To My Valentine: Ashley,
Your best friend, my main girl,
my little/big sister. I love you
dearly. You mean a lot to me I’m
so glad I met you!
Love, Heaven

To My Valentine:
Mahari Reeves,

Mahari, man, you are my best
friend. I love you. I’ll forever appreciate your friendship. Nowadays that’s hard to come by….
Love, Besto AKA Ryan

To My Valentine:
Amanda Stewart,

You are the most prettiest girl I
have ever seen. You are the like
the sun on a cloudy day, love
yourself XOXO!
Love, Amanda

To My Valentine: Fredriana
Walker,

To My Valentine:
Mia Williams,
I love you babygirl.
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Ryhan Brown,
I love you fattie.
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Tati Jordan,

Stop playing with my heart before things get real, XOXO.
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Rickiedsha,

I love you stank 9-29-16.
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Khalilah Payne Bay,

To my lovely best friend, I love
you.
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Anviona D Wilson-Cobbins,

To my best friend , I love you so
much even though you irritating.
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Destinee Owens,

Happy Valentine’s Day baebae, I
love you.
From TayTay

To My Valentine:
Tarryn Rhodes,

Hey, Bestie <3
From, Marvanik Barber

Tarryn, I love you like the little
sister I’ve always wanted! Happy
Valentines Day!

To My Valentine:
Kenirah Phillips,

To My Valentine:
Kiah Nason,

Hey, Bestie LOL!!
From, Marvanik Barber

To My Valentine:
Indira Marshall,

Hey best friend! Love you <3
From, Marvanik Barber

To My Valentine:
Caleis Nehland,

Hey, stupid. LOL! Hey, Bestie!
From, Marvanik Barber

Collected and typed by
Kiah Nason
and Destinee Owens
To My Valentine:
Ar’jaun Bester,

Happy Valentine’s Day! I love
you.
Anonymous

To My Valentine: Katari
Ward,
Happy Valentine’s Day beautiful!
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Ladaija Mitchell,

Hey bestie, Happy Valentine’s Day!
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Marvanik Barber,

Hey, Happy Valentine’s Day!
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Indira Marshall,

You your daddy’s son.
Anonymous

You fine! Can I get your number
so I can tell you what I really
want to say?
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Destinee Owens,

Dear Destinee, you are so cute
and fine I would love to be your
girlfriend.
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Victoria Miles,

To my chubby bear, Happy Valentine’s Day.

To My Valentine:
Michael Bailey,

Imma take you from angel, you
my bae always, so stop playing
like you don’t want me get with a
hero, you hug me everyday acting
like you don’t want me. Hope
angel see this.
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Jeremiah Harris,

Happy Valentine’s Day baby, I
love you so much one year strong,
and many more counting.

To My Valentine: Arroniqua
Holman,
I Love You.
Anonymous

To My Valentine: Kataysha
Dunn,
I still got love for you no matter
what happens.
Anonymous
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To My Valentine:
Kelsey Grahm,

Happy Valentine’s Day, Lil’
Boy!
Jah

To My Valentine:
Achanta Elison,

Bestie, I love you, even though
you irra sometimes.
Trinity Bennett

To My Valentine:
Kiah Nason,

Yo fine self needs to stop playing and let me love you.
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Sydney Waite,

Happy Valentines Day! I’m
glad you’re in my life.
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Dequeisia Hendricks,

I love you sister; thanks for my
valentine.
Taryn Rhodes

To My Valentine:
Jessica Congress,

I love you, big head! Happy
Valentines day.
Nakiya Daniels.

To My Valentine:
Carter Brown,
Missing you.
Carter Brown

To My Valentine:
Taija McDaniels,

You are a beautiful person
period! ILY!

To My Valentine:
Kiah Nason,

Hopefully, we’ve been to Hooters by now. Yea, I really got 10
of these. Kiah’s world, Do Da
Da Da Do Doop, this was hard
making lines. Never say I ain’t
do nothing for you, I’m low-key
too nice to you, I don’t even
like you like that, but you’re my
valentine and more you know
how we rockin’.
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Destinee Owens,

My favorite girl and the only
person I’ll type a news story
with. We work together with
everything, Love you like a
sister. Happy Valentine’s Day,
Fave!

To My Valentine: Taty,

Love you, love you, love you,
and to Taty my 13, your lover
girl, you know I love your crazy
self forever and always and nobody can change that! LOVE
YOU, baby.
Your Best, Kiah.

To My Valentine:
Taley Griffen,

My mind is filled with
thoughts of you. My heart is
filled with love for you. When
I think about you, I fly sky high
and soar in the sky because of
my love for you.
Love, Steven Hawthorne

Please turn to page 10 for

VALENTINES
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Giving gifts of affection on Valentine’s Day
By Kendra Moore
and Kannan Mitchell

W

ith St. Valentine’s
Day—which is next
Tuesday—rapidly approaching,
many recall memorable holidays
of the past.
“I like Valentine’s Day,” junior Brianna Cunningham said,
“because it’s a special romantic
holiday that showcases your one
true love in a relationship, and
you get to embrace and adore
your loved one by showering
them with gifts and attention all
lovers are really honored.”
Some recalled the most
memorable gifts they received in
past or current relationships.
“The most thoughtful gift
I’ve received is a big teddy bear,
chocolates, and going out to eat,”
Cunningham said.
One sophomore also recalled some special presents.
“I got a Michael Kors
watch and some Jordan’s,”
tenth grader Rhyan Brown
said.
Some were able to recall
the gifts they gave in past
relationships.
“The most thoughtful gift I ever gave someone
would probably be a ring,” senior Davontae Williams said.
Not surprisingly, a lot
of money is spend for loved
ones this month. The National
Retail Federation estimated in
January 2016 that Americans
would shell out about $19.7
billion for Valentine’s Day, up
nearly a billion dollars from
2015’s record-setting projection.
And that’s a problem, according to one English teacher.
“I just think there’s too
much hype about it, and it’s a
very commercial holiday that
just seems to be about making

money,” said instructor Allison
Morales, who is married.
However, one teacher says
it’s not about what you can buy
that should make the day special.
“The most thoughtful gift
I’ve ever given was when I took
the time to write and record a
song and sing it to her,” social
studies teacher Alvin James said.
“I’m not the greatest guitarist in
the world, I’m not the greatest
singer in the world either, but
what matters is that I actually
took the time to do it.”
And, according to James,
who made the song for his wife,
it’s really all about going the extra mile for that someone special.
“It doesn’t matter if it’s
something the person doesn’t
like,” James said. “My wife isn’t
into music like I am, but she un-

Did you

“Valentine’s Day is about
loving and caring thoughts,”
junior Rickeasha Clayton said.
With this reasoning, James
explains why certain symbolism
is common with St. Valentine’s
Day.
“The reason why I think a
heart is the symbol of Valentine’s
day is not just because it’s the
metaphorical sea of our emotions, but because it is a very
important organ and without it
you’ll die,” he said. “That’s the
kind of importance a love relationship should have.”
Although there are a lot of
people that support Valentine’s
Day, because they’re in a relationship or they already have a
valentine, there are some people
who don’t like the tradition
either because they don’t have

Know?

derstands that it was something
that took effort. A woman wants
to know that you’re willing to
make the effort and not try to get
over on it because it’s easy.”
Some agree that this February observance isn’t just about
how much one can spend at a
store.

The five most
common items
purchased for
the holiday and
their average
prices, according to Bankrate.
com, are a box of
chocolates ($15.11),
diamond earrings
($323.26), a dozen
roses ($41.66),
dinner for two
($80.46), and a
bottle of champagne ($51.54).

anyone to spend Valentine’s Day
with or they believe that it’s a
just another way to get money
like many other holidays.
“I just always kind of ignored the day,” Morales said. “I
don’t think that it’s a big of deal
that everybody makes it seems…
it’s kind of a waste of time and

money. If you really love somebody then everyday should be
Valentine’s Day for them… you
should always shower them with
attention and love. You shouldn’t
be doing it out of one day of the
year.”
Some people have other
plans in mind to do for the day,
even if they don’t have a Valentine to spend Valentine’s Day
with.
“I usually spend Valentine’s
Day with my family pretty much
if I’m not in a relationship,”
Clayton said.

Cunningham has a busy day
scheduled on the 14th.
“I plan on spending Valentine’s Day this year by taking my
mother out and going to see my
boyfriend and go to dinner with
him,” she said.
But like so many holidays,
some see it as hollow and purposeless when people make all
this effort—but just for a single
day out of the year.
“I just think it’s overrated,”
junior Morgan Norris said. “Why
wait for a day to come to show
someone you care for them.”

Many observe V-Day
in different ways
By Leah Pepper
and Braijon Carter

L

ots of loving hugs, lots
of tender kisses, and
guess what? Lots of broken
hearts, sobbing cries, and faces
wet with tears. Yes, St. Valentine’s Day is drawing near.
There is so much pressure on this one single day
of the year, which to some, is
meaningless.
“I do not celebrate
Valentine’s Day with my wife,
because I never celebrated
Valentine’s Day with my wife,”
English teacher Gerald Winston said. “Valentine’s Day is
a made-up holiday; Hallmark
sells cards on that day. My
thing is so you gonna say its
one day to show that you love
somebody? What about the
other 364 days?”
Though some may think
it is a mythical holiday, Valen-

tine’s Day has roots to confirm
how it actually came about.
In 313 A.D., the Roman
Emperor Constantine the
Great legalized Christianity
and ended Rome’s persecution of Christians. In 380
A.D., Christianity became the
official state religion of the
Roman Empire. As a part of
the celebration people began
to celebrate fertility. The
celebrations was also known
as Lupercalia, which eventually became the Valentine’s
holiday.
Despite the sour feelings
some people have towards
Valentine’s Day, others feel it’s
a very special day.
“I think it’s a positive
holiday,” Counseling Department Chairperson Karina

Please turn to page 11 for
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To My Valentine:
Kiah Nason,

You’re one of my favorites,
Happy Valentine’s Day!
From, DesDes

To My Valentine:
Ronald Thompson,

I love you yesterday, I love you
still, I always have, and I always
will. Happy Valentine’s Day!
Love, Sa’kiya

To My Valentine:
Lorren Ross,

You need to leave your man for
me!
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Natasha Rivers,

When you gonna let me be your
daddy?
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Ayanna Shipp,

You fine! Can I slide after school?
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Desire Mills,

You are very beautiful with a
bomb body.
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Miyah Hubbard,

My baby, Miyah. Girl, you’re
cuter than your baby pictures!!
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Delonte Upshaw,

Happy Valentine’s Day Baby!
Love, DesDes

To My Valentine:
Destinee Owens,

You are very beautiful. Don’t let
anyone tell you different, Happy
Valentine’s Day!
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Shamari Robinson,

Hey, Chubs! LOL,
love you, Brother,
AKA Chunky Monkey.
Kiah

Hey, Happy Valentine’s Day!
Anonymous

To My Valentine: Cameren
Irvin & Mello Burrell,
You’re not really my valentine,
but you guys are the best brothers in the world. You know how
we bummin’ little boy, but love
you Cammy, and to Mello, my
Biggs, you’re my boy and you
know this already! Love y’all.
Kiah Nason

To My Valentine:
Corey Shannon,

My Boooyyyyyyy! LOL Hey
Cor! Delrick.

To My Valentine:
Kiah Nason,

My favorite sister, I love you.
Jordan Brown

To My
Valentine:
Jawon Denton,

You’ve been my crush since
freshman year, I hope that one
day we can be together, get with
the winning team, boo!
Anonymous

To My Valentine:
Mr. Majeske,

You’re my favorite teacher, in
the entire world, Thanks for the
donuts I still think you should
get them from Old Fashioned
Donuts, but, oh well, I’m sad this
is my only year with you. :(
Kiah.

To My Valentine:
Lawrence Harrell,

To My Valentine:
Perriel Ballard,

Be mine already. You know I’m
not sugar honey ice tea but…I’m
gonna try to make the best of
this relationship as much as I
can. I look forward to advancing
our love and to build a stronger
bond with you.
Anonymous Lover

To My Valentine:
John Phillips,

Simeon misses you, so take Duo
and go back.
Love, Kiah Nason!

To My Valentine:
C-Squad Cheerleaders,

Happy Valentine’s Day! Be sweet
forever!
From, Mrs. Price

FEATURES
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Offering advice for gift-giving
Don’t be cheap
on St. Valentine’s Day
to your valentine
By Kyera Johnson
and Tyyuanna Redmond

W

hat should you get
that special someone?
Students share their ideas as to
how they pick the right gifts out
for the Number 1 person in their
life for Valentine’s Day.
St. Valentine’s Day is often
a day for males to show the the
person they love is appreciated
by showering them with gifts.
However, some find it rather
challenging, while others find it

perfumes, leather purses, pretty
outfits, creamy chocolates, among
others.
Females love things like
these because it shows that you
can go all out for you lover and
satisfy them with things they
like.
However, some girls don’t
care what they get, as long as
they feel like the gift was well
thought of and it’s not cardrelated.
“I like to get sentimental
things like teddy bears and small

Although some aren’t exactly fans of Valentine’s Day greeting
cards, approximately 114 million Valentine’s Day cards are exchanged industry-wide (not including packaged kids’ valentines
for classroom exchanges), making Valentine’s Day the secondlargest holiday for giving greeting cards. Christmas cards are
the No. 1 holiday for greeting cards (1.6 billion world-wide).
easy to find just the right gifts.
Many people have found that
your average gift, like greeting
cards, is the thing girls don’t like
to receive.
Many girls love to be
showered with more substantial
things, like furry teddy bears,
sparkling promise rings, fragrant

things,” sophomore Aleya Griffin said. “I feel like they should
spend enough—I just don’t like
cards.”
Different people have different perspectives of what girls like
to get for Valentine’s Day.
“I think women like things
like jewelry, candy, perfume and

flowers,” security guard Dwayne
Marshall said.
Many males believe that
if you really love someone, you
would be willing to go above and
beyond for them to show your
love for them.
“I spend [plenty] of money;
it doesn’t matter if you really
love that person—money is not
an object,” security guard Allen
Simpson said. “[Women] don’t
like a man that’s cheap to them;
they like a considerate man who’s
willing to go above-and-beyond
for them.
Some boys are pretty cheap
when it come to their gifts, while
others spend an typical amount
of $50 to make sure their partner
is satisfied.
“I usually spend about $45
or $50 dollars on Valentine’s Day
gifts,” junior Alexander Perkins
said.” I buy teddy bears and
chocolates because I feel girls like
that the most.”
Not only do boys feel like
that, but there are some men
that feel as if even though you
are older and people expect you
to go more out of your way for
your spouse you don’t spend that
much and have a understanding
with your partner that Valentine’s
Day is not really big for you two.
“I just spend $50 maybe
on flowers and other things she
might like,” art teacher William
Schmidt said. “We are not really
a big fan of Valentine’s Day, it’s
just a regular day to us.”
However, Marshall, who
currently has a girlfriend, isn’t
going gift-hunting any time
soon.
“On Valentine’s Day I’m not
spending anything because I’m
not buying anyone anything,” he
said.

CELEBRATING V-DAY DEPENDS
Continued from page 10
Rice said. “It’s the only holiday
that truly reminds us to be
altruistic, empathetic and kind to
each other. We need more of that
because todays culture is lacking
that.”
But others say that feeling
you get after getting a box of
candies or a bouquet of longstemmed red roses is lovely.
“I feel happy when I get
special things like chocolate
and flowers on Valentine’s Day,”
senior Kyala Darby said. “I don’t
expect to get fancy materialistic
things because it’s the thought
that counts.”
How much cash one spends
on their girlfriend depends on if
their high maintenance or not.
“I think its based off your
girlfriend,” senior Q’rashanay
Clay said. “If your girl is into
out-to-date stuff, then you
should buy her what’s new like
shoes and materialistic things. If
she’s just a thought-that-counts

type of person, then you should
just buy her little cute stuff that
she’ll value and not run through.”
There are some who say that
the day doesn’t only have to be
observed by those who are in
relationships.
“It’s fine being single on
Valentine’s Day,” junior Tylin
Morgan said. “It doesn’t affect
me because no female, beside
my mother and grand-mom,
deserves my money and time. I
still celebrate it with my mom
and grand-mom that means a lot
to be.”
And, yes, even your friends
can be your valentines.
“I go out with my single
friends on Valentine’s Day,”
senior Shantae Whitaker said.
“Just because I’m single doesn’t
mean anything. I still get gifts on
Valentines Day. It doesn’t mean
I’m not special to others.”
That said, to many, February 14th, is a day to show love

and affection. Flowers, cards and
candy is not the only way you can
show a person you love and care
about them. It’s the little things
that matter the most.
“I would spend the day at
her house, we can just chill and
cuddle or make a nice home
cooked meal,” senior Kenny Blue
said. “We could just spend time
together cuddling and watching
a movie. Gifts aren’t the only way
to show somebody you care for
them.”
But if a person is really
special, it seems like false effort if
it’s just for one day, according to
senior Tamara Pickens.
“Valentine’s Day is really
overrated, because you should do
something special for your parter
everyday,” she said. “You should
never limit the amount of love
in one day. I feel like it’s all for
show because people just wanna
show off their expensive gifts
they bought for one another.”

By Ladesha Hackman
and Kyle Farmer
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WHAT’S
ENOUGH?

One teacher offers
very special
St. Valentine’s gift
By Jordan Brown

P

eople that are in
relationships are looking forward for Valentine’s
Day with the hope of getting
everything they dream about.
While many are expecting material things like
flowers and jewelry, one senior
hopes to give something
special.
“All my heart and love,”
senior Amani Fashola said.
However, music teacher
music teacher Matthew Kerr
had something special for his
valentine.
“I do have a valentine;
her name is Loren,” Kerr said.
“I just asked her to marry me
this past weekend [earlier last
month]. We’ve been together
for…like fourteen years. She’s
like my soulmate, she’s the
best girl I know. We’ve been
living together for like six

years, and it’s time to lock
it up, but we’re pretty much
already married: We live
together, pay bills together—I
can’t see anybody else in my
life, honestly.”
Despite it being such a
big event, Kerr doesn’t expect
anything in return.
“Since I just asked her to
marry me, and I didn’t get her
a ring [yet], I might spend like
five to $10,000 for the ring
for her the engagement ring,”
he said.
Kerr believes that Valentine’s Day is for all people,
regardless of the relationship.
“It’s for both,” he said,
“because, as humans, we both
rely on the other person, no
matter who it is, as if two girls
are together, or as if two boys
are together, as if man and
woman are together, but it’s a
day to celebrate the love that
one for feels for whoever.”
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Being late is no laughing
matter, administration says
By Amanda Stewart
and Eli Brooks Jr.

Y

ou’re late, face it. Far
too many students are
late for school, according to the
school administration—especially to first period.
It seems like a battle that
never ends, thanks to many who
don’t take being prompt seriously.
Some students say they get
up in the morning with enough
time and use their time wisely,
but sometimes they go back to
sleep; others are late because they
say they don’t get up in enough
time, or their siblings make them
late. Still others claim transportation delays on CTA busses or
“L” trains cause them to miss the
tardy bell.
Certainly, stuff happens, and
unexpected circumstances can
happen on a given day leading to
tardiness, but not nearly as often
to account for habitual lateness
by some.
Some, like senior Kyala
Darby, admit to using the snooze
button too many times.
“I wake up on time,” she
admitted, “but I’m tired in the
morning, so I go back to sleep,”
she said. “I wake up at 5 o’clock
then I lay back down until six,
then I put another alarm on for
6:10, turn that alarm off too.
Then I get back up when my 6:30
alarm goes off, then I also turn
that off, then I finally wake back
up at 6:45 and I brush my teeth,
and wash my face, put my clothes
on, but then I lay back down—
then I also have to eat something
before school.”
And all that is causing some

real problems for Morgan Park,
according to Assistant Principal
Rochelle Bryant who oversees
school attendance.
“The impact that this has on
the school is when students are
absent, it lowers our attendance
rate and our attendance rate
needs to be at least a 91 percent,”
Bryant said, adding, “It’s currently it’s at a 89, and that is partially
due to students not coming to
school on time.”
While poor student attendance can negatively impact the
CPS School Quality Rating Policy (SQRP), the district’s policy
for measuring annual school performance, students should realize
that they are harming their own
success—as well as others.
“Anytime a student is
absent to class or school they are
missing important instruction,”
Bryant said, “so that’s just putting the student behind and the
teacher and the class.
She added that tardiness and
absenteeism are issues that if not
solved now, will only drag them
down in the future.
“It is very important for students to understand the impact
that their absence has not only
an effect them, but other students as well,” Bryant said, “and
our goal is to make sure students
are academically challenged and
are prepared to go to college, stay
in college, and also earn scholarships. The only way they can
do that is by coming to school
everyday and getting their lessons
being organized communicating
with their teachers because these
are the things that they need to
do in order to survive in college.”

Don’t
hit the

Prom proposal
season is about to
getting underway
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The researchers at ASAP
Science explain that
while you might think
that hitting snooze will
give you a chance to
finish your natural sleep
cycle and wake up feeling rested, that’s not
what happens. After you
hit snooze and drift off,
your brain starts its sleep
cycle all over again.
When the alarm goes
off a second time, you’re
likely at an even deeper,
earlier part of your sleep
cycle, which results in
you feeling even worse
than you did the first
time.

MUSTANG MEANING

PROMPOSAL FLASHBACK: Then-senior Trevon Rogers asks
then-junior Latasjae Boey to be his date as he drops to
one knee while placing a promise ring on her finger late
last spring. Included in his intricately planned promposal,
Rogers gave her a sparkling tiara, a promise ring, a card
with money, and he wore a custom shirt providing possible answers to his question. (EMPEHI News)

By Brian Lee
and Darryl Randolph

P

rom proposals are
some of the most romantic things in high school
student years. Walking in the
hallway with a crowd behind
you and your friends with you
to catch every moment of it
for you on a digital recording. These are the type of
moments that you will never
forget from high school.
Proposals are unique
and romantic ways to let the
person know you want to take
them on prom, and some are
really looking forward to one.
“I would like to get a
prom proposal, because it’s

like getting married,” senior
Alexus Ellerbe said. “Prom
is a big thing, especially for
seniors, because it’s like marriage, except it’s only for high
school students, so I would really love one, like a lady would
want her boyfriend to propose
to her because it’s inspiring
and romantic.”
People feel that proposals are romantic depending
on the person who gives it,
because someone who you’re
close with can do it and make
them closer.
“Prom proposals are really
romantic, and it depends on

Please turn to page 12 for
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Continued from page 7
defending our school name when
disrespected,” said Clay, who is
the captain of the cheerleading
squad.
She also offered some advice
for other students how they can
show school spirit.
“Other students can show
school spirit by creating a fan
base club for any team to support them,” Clay said. “They can
also respect the school halls by
keeping them clean and posting
positive things.”
Teachers who have also been

students here feel that students
should represent themselves
everywhere.
“Being a Mustang means
that you should be an excellent
student,” said John Umunna, the
post secondary liaison. “You have
to show excellence outside of
the classroom, outside of school.
Once you leave this school and
go back home, you are displaying
what it means to be a Mustang
to show how Morgan Park is
preparing you for life.”
And with some saying MP

isn’t as good as it once was, improvement will start with having
genuine school pride and pride in
oneself, according to Umunna.
“I think that we have to
improve being a Mustang, we
have to have school pride in
what Morgan Park represents,”
he said. “The school represents
excellence, dignity, class—
that’s one of the biggest things
I can remember when I was a
student here. By class, I mean
like carrying yourself everywhere you go.”

WHAT’S ENOUGH?
Continued from page 11
candy,” Schaffer said.
She also offered how much
cash should be spent on Valentine’s day, based on how long a
couple has known each other.
“I think he should at least
spend $100 or $200—that’s not
that’s much to me,” Schaffer said.
“Some people think $100-$200

is too much to spend on a gift,
but some people may think love
has no cost; in other words, price
is just a number.”
Unfortunately, a bad Valentine’s Day can have lingering bad
feelings.
“First off, the only thing
they gave me was a honey-

bun from the gas station and
a hug, and all of my friends
got teddy bears and went
out with their valentines,”
sophomore Auriah Boyette
said. “That was embarrassing
to me, and it made me never
want to have another valentine ever again.”

Some Mustangs
return home
as teachers
By Corey Shannon
and John Phillips

“I

didn’t know where I
was going to be, but I
never imagined I’d be working
at the place I dreaded coming
to as a high school student,”
curriculum coordinator Gerald Moore, who graduated in
the Class of 1981.
Most seniors will be very
happy when they graduate
in June, but can you imagine
returning after four years of
college and teaching here for
30-plus years?
While many students
might not realize it, there are,
and have been, many teachers,

who, once upon a time, were
sitting in the same desks that
kids do today. Theater teacher
Katrina Richard, art teacher
Lenore Lopez, journalism
teacher Keith Majeske, English teacher Yonakish McGee,
social science teacher Keanan
Thompson, and post secondary liaison John Umunna are
all graduates of MP covering a
span of the past 40 years.
Many students from all
across the world struggle with
high school in some area,
whether it’s attendance, behavior, grades, or just having a

Please turn to page 14 for
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Prom date preference is an easy pick for some
By Kyala Darby
and Tamara Pickens

‘T

is the season where the
senior girls stress over
their appearance and what type
of glamorous dress to wear, while
the boys wonder what flashy
shoes would coordinate with
their expensive foreign rental
cars. Yes, it’s finally prom season!
You may be thinking about
how cute it is to drive off with
your date, but what about those
who don’t have one?
Most prom dates are
automatically chosen if you
are in a relationship. Students
figure since they are already in a
relationship, they should go with

their partner.
“Me and my boyfriend got
together a few months ago and
agreed we were going to prom
together,” senior Desire Mills
said. “If I wasn’t in a relationship, I most likely wouldn’t have
a date.”
Senior Alexis Pugh agrees.
“My date was kind of automatic,” Pugh said. “He’s my boyfriend, so I would expect him to
go on prom with me. He doesn’t
have a choice! Why would he
want to go on prom with someone else or want me to go with
someone else? That’s just absurd.”
Even if it all fails in the
relationship, some upperclassmen
feel that you are still supposed to

go with the flow.
“We could break up, but he
is still going to be my prom date
because he has no option,” senior
Chenuyra Marshall said.
Senior Vernisha Perkins
doesn’t see it any other way.
“I don’t plan on breaking up
with him,” Perkins said, “but, If
something like that was to happen, then I would expect for us
to still go on prom together. It’s
something that we’ve been talking
about for the longest. We’ll both
just be out of a date if we didn’t go
together, so we might as well.”
Not all prom dates are based

Please turn to page 14 for
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Your prom date choice, shown here from 2016, might be determined by who you really want to spend time with on the dance
floor. (EMPEHI News)

PROMPOSALS
Continued from page 11
ANOTHER BIG EXPENSE FOR YOUR SENIOR YEAR. Visa Inc., which

tracks prom-related expenses in an annual nationwide survey,
added prom proposal costs to the total prom bill for the
first time in 2015. The company found the average American household with teenagers spent $324 on promposing.
Promposal spending varies around the country: New England
families with teenagers come in at $431 per promposal,
compared with $342 in the West, $305 in the South and $218
in the Midwest.

but I felt isolated because I didn’t
who does them,” Ellerbe said. “If
know anybody
it’s your best
at that prom.”
friend or someSome
one closer, it’s
girls expect
the fact you’re
and practically
going on prom
require a big
with them, it’s
event to be
cute.”
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Students
an invitation to
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proposals and
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feel that it is
proposal to be
very romantic,
like when my
no matter the
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consequences,
out with some
rejections,
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and it may be
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the happiest
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moment that
with some
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be feel—but it
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can be a little
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Predictably, brands have
awkward if
with everybody
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circle, and I’d
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“I didn’t
be like, ‘What’s
expensive event. National
like my prom
going on?’ and
Promposal Day, March 11,
proposal
for him to sing
was registered in 2016
because it was
to me on some
by Men’s Wearhouse Inc.,
right after my
Chris Brownwhich rents tuxedos for
softball game,
type stuff,”
the occasion. A branded
and I looked a
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Owens said.
about the day reached
I was happy
Now
more than 2 million Facebecause it was
some female
book Inc. and Instagram
thoughtful and
students feel if
Inc. users, and a prompossweet,” senior
they don’t get a
al-themed SnapChat Inc.
Hakeema
prom proposal
filter, made available to
Kellum said. “I
the way they
students at more than
liked prom last
want it, then
18,000 American high
year because it
they might feel
schools, was used almost
a little disapwas fun and I
a million times.
pointed because
had a nice time,

they don’t think they feel special
and they feel their boyfriend
might not think proposals are
that important.
“Prom proposals are important to me, because if we are
together, I will appreciate if you
would do it instead of assuming
we’re going together,” Owens
said. “I would be mad, because I
feel like even if we are together,
I still want one because it just
makes everything fun and exciting for it to happen, because if he

just comes and says ‘We’re going,’
I would just be mad.”
But for some, they feel like
prom proposals aren’t really necessary, because they feel there is
no purpose for doing one in the
first place.
“I think it’s pointless,” senior
Myron Dozier said, “because a
majority of people who do prom
proposals…sometimes will cheat
on them or they aren’t loyal to
that person.”
Then there are some people
do not want to go to prom, because they say it is a just a dance
and there is no point in going to
a dance, and there are many more
dances to come.

“I wouldn’t spend anything,
because I’m not going to waste my
time spending money on pointless
stuff just to tell someone I want to
take them on prom,” Dozier said,
“but I don’t really care for prom
because it’s just not my thing, and
I’d rather go party than go to prom
because I don’t really care.”
But, of course, there are
those who love being spoiled and
just want some love and affection
to show that they do mean a lot
to that person.
“I would want my prom proposal to be something romantic,
with flowers, or a nice little song,
or just anything that’s thoughtful,” Ellerbe said.
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With six weeks to go,
winter doesn’t seem so bad
By Jalend Morris
and Terrance Fletcher

M

any weather experts
appear to have been
very wrong about the forecast for
this winter, as a lack of snow and
warmer temperatures have been
the dominant features.
While the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) said back in
October that cooler than normal
temperatures were possible over
the western Great Lakes and
Midwest, and the Farmers’ Almanac predicted a “Return of the
Ice Cold Winter,” things have
changed significantly since.
Back in December Chicago suffered from another
polar vortex delivering sub zero
temperature, plus a pretty decent

snowstorm, the overall weather
and temperatures have improved
dramatically ever since.
In fact, during the week of
January 15, the daily temperature
was anywhere between 4 and 16
degrees above average. It was even
better on Saturday, Jan. 21 with
featured a 60 degree high—nearly
a record high for that date. Typically the average temperature for
that date is only 31 degrees.
Science teacher Corner has
been pleasantly surprised with
the milder winter weather.
“I’m kind of surprised that it
hasn’t been too bad this winter,”
he said.
Unfortunately, it has been
rather cloudy and grey, which has
had an impact on Corner.
“Every time I leave out of
my house, it’s dark getting off

work,” he said. “It bothers me a
little because you know people
need vitamin D to help the body
not get drowsy or depressed—but
a cup of coffee will do.”
Engineer Michael Cox,
who has to battle the snow on
the school grounds every winter,
thinks this year’s been great.
“Fantastic, love it, we’ve got
very little snow, it’s starting to get in
the high 40s for January,” Cox said.
“It’s been a great winter so far.”
The only real issue has been
ice, not snow, thanks to a lot of
rain, followed by cold temperatures.
“We’ve been throwing a lot
of salt, and these salt bags are 50
pound bags,” Cox said, saying

Please turn to page 15 for
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PROM DATE PICK
Continued from page 13
upon close relationships; some
come from appearance compatibility.
“My prom date was chosen
based off my height,” said Tahlisha Anderson, parent of Gabriel
Sanders. “I told Darius that since
we’re both tall, we need to go
on prom together. Next thing
I know, his dad was calling my
phone at 6 a.m. asking what
colors are we wearing.”
Even though some students
prefer to have a date, it’s not
important to others.

“I’ll go by myself,” senior Eli
Brooks said. “It really don’t matter because I’m going to show
out, regardless.”
Some believe that prom is
more important for girls than
boys.
“Girls stress over prom,
while us boys go rent a suit and
get a nice car,” senior D’angelo
Jones said. “My girlfriend’s been
talking and stressing about prom
since last year—and it’s not until
May.”
However, there are many

who disagree with that opinion,
like senior Miyah Hubbard.
“If you really think about
it, girls are a boy’s accessory to
prom,” Hubbard said, “so they
make sure they pick the right girl
to go with, because they want to
show they off. It’s more important
to them, because what if the girl
they want to take rejects them?
Then what? They’re left with just
anything and worried about what
they’re going to do and try to get
a nice foreign car to cover up the
missing accessory.”

NEVER LEFT MP
Continued from page 12
problem with the other students.
However, most people couldn’t
imagine coming back to that very
place.
“Well, after high school,
just like every other senior, I
never thought I’d come back,”
Majeske said. “Originally, I was
a business major, but deep down
I was undecided. After talking
with my mother—who was at
the time a Morgan Park graduate and teacher herself—she
got me thinking about what I
enjoyed doing, like working with
and helping others, writing and
reading, all of which pointed to
teaching. Who knew?”
Many teachers here dedicated their lives to EMPEHI,
their alma mater, and are surprised about the school they have
known most of their life.
“Many things have
changed,” Lopez said. “I think
the students are just as good, they
just need more practical experience being adults. When I was
here, students were able to have
off-campus lunch and engage in
work-study programs.”
Such policy changes, like
being able to leave the school

during a lunch period or for
a course-study employment
program, were often sited by the
former students-turned faculty
members, but general student
behavior was different back then,
too.
“When I was here, there
were almost no students in
the halls after the tardy bell; I
don’t think I was ever really late
[either],” said Majeske, who
graduated in 1983. “The student
population was bigger…and
the culture was just different—
kids seemed calmer and more
emotionally-balanced.”
Generally speaking, the
remaining alumni now on staff
say they had a great experience
attending Morgan Park.
“My best memory would
probably be winning the city
championship and playing in
the Prep Bowl during my time
here at Morgan Park,” Umunna
said. “Now that I think about it,
I don’t have a worst memory at
MP. Not to say there weren’t bad
times, but nothing happened that
scarred my experience here.”
To address issues related to
those who complain that they

don’t like the school, Majeske
says simply that the immature
negativity has to end.
“I would like to see the
senseless fighting stop and for
kids to get some control of their
emotions—life isn’t and shouldn’t
be like some demented reality show,” he said. “If that were
to happen, I think it will make
people happier to be in the
school.”
With the big events and
school accomplishments, like
winning championships happening during the alumni’s time
at the Home of the Green and
White, there was a strong sense
of pride in their school that still
burns in them today. For some,
this was a motivating factor to
return to their alma mater.
“During my time here as a
student and even as an employee
today, I had an extreme amount
of pride in my school—and still
do—and this is part of the reason
I returned,” Umunna said. “Other
than that, it was just the fact that
I love Morgan park and the process of helping students in their
transition to college and other
levels beyond high school.”

‘
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Im just saying
By Gabriel Sanders
and Raven Powell

E

veryone at some point of their lives experience difficult
times and have no idea what to do about the situation.
Questions are often asked with concerns about many things
such as friendships, relationships, sexuality, drama, and more.
If you are going through conflicts that feel dreadful or your
unspeakable about, here are some anonymous questions and answers that could probably aid the pain and situation you are in.
: What would you do if you feel like your “friend” is too
close with your boyfriend ?
: I would talk to both of them about it just to allow them to
know that I’m quite uncomfortable with it.
: This boy has a girlfriend and does everything for me like
I’m his girlfriend. Also I don’t want to be with him for real
because he’s cheating on her. What should I do?
: You totally should not get serious with this dude because he’s obviously not to be trusted, but if your’e enjoying his
company without catching feelings then have fun. If drama or
anything occurs then you should just leave him where he stands.
: I wanna be gay, how do I start?
: Being gay isn’t something you just “wanna” be, it’s a lifestyle. If you feel like you like those of the same sex as you then
when you are comfortable you should start expressing yourself. If
there is a certain someone you are interested in find out if they
like people of the same sex also, if so, shoot your shot.
: What should you do if you think you love your best
friend?
: Having a “thing” for your best friend could potentially
spark a new fire, or it could burn all bridges. Your best friend
may not feel the same way that you feel about them, and because
of that the relationship that you’ll share could be ruined. If your
love for the is so strong that you can’t resist the urge to confess
your love then just shoot your shot and hope for the best. If
things don’t work out the way you expected you’ll may just be
able to look past it and forget it happened and go back to just
finds but you may lose the whole friendship.
: What’s your outlook on cheating?
: Cheating in this generation is very active, I see relationships where the girl and the boy are cheating on each other
while in a relationship. Cheating is pointless, if you’re not ready
for a relationship then you shouldn’t have agreed to be in one.
Nobody has respect for their own or anybody else’s relationship
these days. It’s just sick.
: What would you do if you find out you got a STD from
the person you lost your virginity to?
: I would tell their parents including mine, and immediately
go to the doctor to get checked out. From that point I would
also lay low on having sex or just make sure protection is always
used.
: How do you feel about having a bond with somebody
without being in a relationship?
: At this age I feel that this is the best type of relation to
have with somebody. A lot of people hop into relationships
before they actually know their partner, things like their favorite
color, what they like to do for fun, and their dreams and aspirations. The bond without the title allows you to get to know
someone in the hopes of eventually resulting in a relationship
when the time is right, but still leaves your options open.
: Can your boyfriend have a girl best friend?
: Before you get into a relationship with somebody you
should trust them because any type of relationship without trust
will never prosper, and this goes for friendships as well. If you
trust your partner then it should be okay for them to have a best
friend of the opposite gender. I know some girls say “It’s not
him that I don’t trust, it’s her,” even then nobody will be able to
force somebody into doing something they don’t want to do. So,
to answer your question, yes, my partner can have a best friend
of the opposite gender.
: Do you get bullied for liking girls?
: Not necessarily bullied, but there are cases whereas many
people are judged just because of liking the opposite sex. People
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Many look forward to All-Stars taking to the floor
By Jalon Allen
and Cameren Irvin

I

t’s February and it is
almost time for the NBA
All-Star weekend.

The event is set to take place
on the weekend of Feb. 17-19.
Recently, the league announced
the starters for the All-Star game.
According to NBA.com, the
starters for the east are DeMar

MILDER WINTER
Continued from page 15
that just last month on one
particularly icy day he went
through two skids. “We just
ordered two more [skids] to
make sure we have enough
for the next two, three weeks
coming up.”
The head engineer makes
sure he’s on top of his job.
“We’ve just ordered parts
for our tractors,” Cox said.
“Each one of them needed a
tire ‘cause they blew out on the
last snowfall—that’s something
we have to keep up in order to
make sure that we get everything plowed for you guys.”
But preparing for snow
isn’t the worst part of the job,
he said.
“When there are sheets of
ice it’s a rough hard job,” Cox
said. “Ice is the worst because
you just have to throw salt,
salt, and more salt. One day it
melts and the next morning
it freezes again, so now you’ve
got to throw more salt so no
one will slip and fall—we’d
rather see two, three inches of
snow rather than ice.”
Even with the rough
start to the year and the icy
patches, Cox still is wary
about a surprise winter return.
“So far, so good, but we
don’t wanna say too much,

because, you know, we still
have six more weeks of winter
left, and God forbid we start
getting down below 0 and
getting eight to 15 inches
of snow like the Northeast
does,” Cox said. “So we
knock on wood and we just
keep watching the weather
and we try to stay where we
have everything we need, like
enough gas, make sure the
snow plow is still running
good—we keep that in mind
all the time.”
Of the top 10 worst Chicago winters of all-time, the
No. 3 worst was in Februay
2011, while No. 5 was March
1930, No. 6 was March 1931,
and No. 10 was March 1970.
The most recent winter
catastrophes was in 2011
when 20.2 inches of snow fell
between Feb. 1-2 in Chicago,
followed by subzero temperatures. Cox even had to spend
the night at MP because the
power went out in the old
building.
But with it nearly midFebruary, at least one student
is pretty happy with the way
things are.
“It’s good, I can’t complain,” student Deavion Gillarm said. “It could be worse.”

JUST SAYING
Continued from page 14
are ignorant when it comes to sexuality these days, being gay or
bisexual for a female seems to be a trend because more people
are open with their sexuality, or open with the idea of exploring
their options. You’ll get asked ignorant questions, you’ll get ignorant things said to you, but if you’re content with who you are
it will not bother you much, if you aren’t content with who you
are this will help you begin to stop caring about what negative
opinions others have on you.
: My boyfriend cheated for the third time, but it seems too
hard to leave. What should I do?
: It seems as though you don’t really want to leave him if
it’s that’s hard. But If you really want to stay, then do that. Try
to talk to him about it and work it out. That’s not my relationship, but If I was you, I’d leave him all alone.
: My friend is currently in a relationship with my ex, how
should I feel about this? I don’t want to lose my friend but I feel
she is wrong. I know they’re not going to break up but I kind of
want them to because it makes me feel uncomfortable.
: In all honesty, I feel like you should end your friendship
with this person. You don’t want to involve yourself within an
uncomfortable environment and situation. If you drop her, you’ll
eventually move on and get over it as time goes.
If you or someone you know are challenging or experiencing difficult situations and are unsure of what to do,
please feel free to ask us anything @ ask.fm/MPAskMe

DeRozan, Kyrie Irving, LeBron
James, Giannis Antetokounmpo,
and Jimmy Butler, while the
starters are Kawhi Leonard, Kevin
Durant, Stephen Curry, Anthony
Davis, and James Harden.
The game usually consists
of the best players in the league.
But sometimes, some people get
snubbed because of all the talent.
Tavaris McCullough, senior
basketball player, said that the
best point guard in the league is
Russell Westbrook.
“I honestly do not know who
will make the All-Star this year
with all of the talent in the NBA
nowadays,” McCulough said.
As many have noted, Russell
Westbrook was one of the many
stars who were not chosen to
start. He, along with others, were
well deserving of the starting nod
but didn’t make the cut simply
because of votes.
Westbrook is a fan-favorite
among many. Sophomore Darryl
Howard said that Westbrook is
my favorite player because he is
average the most ppg, he is also
averaging a triple double with
30.6 ppg, 10.6 rpg, and 10.4 apg.
Westbrook is the fastest player in
the NBA as of right now. He is
arguably the most athletic player
to ever play basketball. He also
has loyalty that half of the NBA
doesn’t even have and loyalty
means everything.

“Russell Westbrook will
make the all star game because
he is a great player and a lot of
people vote for him,” Howard
said. “Russell Westbrook has
been an all star for five years and
is a two-time all star MVP.”
Isaiah Thomas was another player who didn’t make the
starting lineup either. Thomas is
currently second in the NBA in
for scoring with 29.0 points per
game, right behind Westbrook’s
30.6 points per game. Thomas
also leads the NBA in 4th quarter scoring with 10.1 of his 29.0
points per game being acquired
in that time period.
Destiny Harden, a senior
Lady Mustang, said that people
like should Thomas and Westbrook should definitely make it
to the all star game because they
are two star players in the NBA.
Though Thomas and Westbrook
are both stars, there are some old
stars who might not make the all
star cut due to these young stars.
“I don’t think Rajon Rondo
not going to make the all star
team because he hasn’t been having really good games this season,
he just plays his part and helps
the team,” Harden said.
While the actual game is the
highlight of the weekend, other
events include the Rising Star
game which consists of, rookies
and sophomores, the Sprite Dunk

Contest, which showcases the best
dunkers in the league, the Taco
Bell Skills Challenge, and the
NBA Three Point Contest for the
best shooters around the league.
While the skills challenge is
not as much as a fan favorite as
the dunk contest and three point
contest. Senior Larry Watts said
that he like’s the dunk contest
more because it is more flashy
than the three point contest
because the three point contest is
more on the ground and the NBA
is more about high-flyers which
makes it more enjoyable to watch
besides the All Star game. He also
said that he thinks Zach Lavine
will win for the third straight year.
“I think Zach Lavine will
win again because Aaron Gordon
used every dunk imaginable
last year and still lost so I think
that he won’t have anything to
do this year,” Watts said. “It’s
harder to reinvent dunks like
that, plus Zach Lavine is more
athletic than Aaron Gordon and
he makes it look effortless so he
is the favorite to win this year.”
Even though the three point
contest is not as flashy as the dunk
contest, it is still energetic to watch.
Senior Alan Taylor said that he likes
the three point contest because it
gives the viewers a chance to see who
is the best shooter in the league.
“I think James Harden will
win it this year,” Taylor said.

SEEKING TO REBOUND
Continued from page 16
Mustang’s strength will have to
quickly regroup through two
seniors.
“We are a young team, but
we are very mature—we have
two important senior leaders on
the team in Porsha Sydnor and
Destiny Harden,” Coach Taylor
said. “We look for them to be the
seniors that lead by example and
give their all at all times. That
will motivate the rest of the girls

to do the same.”
Being a leader takes a lot
of dedication and heart. It can
also put weight on the shoulders
of an average teenager, but that
isn’t the case with this group of
seniors. They show extreme confidence in leading their team.
“No weight at all,” Sydnor
said. “We had a great season last
year, but plan on doing much
better this year; we just have to

lock in. When we’re all locked in,
we can not be stopped—the sky
is the limit for us.”
With being such a young
team, it doesn’t mean they cannot
be successful.
“I think this team we have this
year can go far,” Harden said. “we
can win both city and state if we put
the work in because even though
were young as a team we are very
talented and we work very hard.”

RED SOUTH CHAMPS
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with each other in order to win.”
But perhaps every good
sports team has some flaws and
things they can improve upon,
like playing as a genuine unit.
“I mean the first thing they
have to do is adjust their attitudes,”
Hopkins said. “There’s no way they
could build a relationship or win
with anyone when the guys aren’t
on the same wave length. The attitude of the team reflects on how
they play, so if you’re a passive team
it’ll show in your plays; you’ll be
considered soft. Same as if you’re
aggressive; it’ll show.
Individual moral strength and
attitude could use a tune-up, too.
“The next thing would be
them working on their character,”
Hopkins said. “There’s a lot of
character flaws throughout all of
the players, because they don’t
want to buy into the system. If
you take that there’s no way we

shouldn’t be [undefeated].”
Senior Lenell Henry also
believes the team still needs to
work on things, such as chemistry, to play at their full potential.
”We have to play unselfish
basketball,” Henry said. “We also
have to play the game the right
way. We also have to know our
roles. Like me, I rebound and
block shots because that’s my
role and that’s what I have to do
for the team.”
The bigs for the Mustangs
will determine if they will become city and state champions or
just also-rans.
“Our bigs have to crash the
boards,” Winston said. “One day
they are playing soft in the paint,
but I guess that…game against
Bogan, they all showed up and
played physical and threw elbows,
doing what they have to do. They
have to bring that every game,

and learn to hit their free throws.”
Keeping the team motivated
through tough situations is something that a great teams does.
”Encouraging our teammates,” Henry said, “that’s something we all do very well. When
someone is down, we always
encourage one another and alway
pick each other up.”
Junior Forward Tamell
Pearson believes energy is what
wins games.
“My role impacts the team
because I am the energy guy,”
Pearson said. “I play hard and
effect the game on both ends of
the court.”
The players appear to follow
and abide by the old adage, “Defense wins championships.”
“I like to play defense more
than offense,” Pearson said. “I was
taught that defense win championships so that’s what I follow.”
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Boys bowling wins city title again
T

he boys varsity bowling
team returned to greatness
late last month, winning the Public
League championship, thanks
largely to strong shooting, taking the third place Regional and
Sectional titles, and then placing
13th in state.
The Mustangs won their
16th consecutive Public League
title earlier last month, picking
it up with the coaching team of
Arlanza Townsend and assistant
coach Wafer Carter.
After placing third in the
Gwendolyn Brooks Regional
title back on January 16 with
5,661 pins, the team went on to
qualify for the state tournament
after a third-place finish Saturday

at the Plainfield North Sectional,
earning the program’s sixth trip
downstate in 10 years. The Mustangs totaled 6,059 pins.
The boys rolled 5,956, tying
for third place in the first round
of the IHSA finals, just short of
placing among the top 12 who
play in the second round.
Individually, two players
went on to the last day of the
state finals: junior Reginald Petty
and sophomore Clinton Lyons.
Petty rolled a 510 series in
Round 3 and then came back
strong with a 693 in Round 4,
placing him No. 29 in the state.
Lyons, ranked No. 37 in
state, strung together a 617 and a
637 series in the final rounds.

Public League champs! From left: Coach Arlanza Townsend, assistant coach Wafer Carter, Reginald Petty, Malik Coburn, Braijon Carter, Mario Jordan Jr., Clinton Lyons, and Daniel White.

Mustangs win Red South
conference title

Lady Mustangs
must regroup after
jarring January
By Jarred Edwards
and Jawon Denton

T

Junior guard Ayo Dosunmu charges past two Harlan defenders during last month’s 75-46
conference victory at home on Senior Night last month. Dosunmu put up 12 points on the
night. (Photo by Myriah Sephus).

By Alan Taylor
and Alexis Pollard

T

he boys varsity Mustangs basketball team
won the Red South Conference for the first time under
head coach Nick Irvin in their
rematch against the Simeon
Wolverines, 57-54.
One highlight from the
tough January 24 victory was
senior guard Cam Irvin, who
had 14 points for the game,
fired off three-straight from
behind the 3-point line late
in the third quarter, then
dropped in the final period.
Junior guard Ayo Dosunmu
put up 12 points on the night.
Then, two days later, the
Mustangs (15-4) took care
of Harlan, 75-46, in another
conference victory; however, the team fell short in a
non-conference bout against
Webster Groves, 75-67, over

the weekend.
English teacher Gerald
Winston believes the key to the
Mustangs success is their defense.
“Tenacity of defense,”
Winston said. “When it’s time
to crank it up, they know how to
crank it up with that 22-defense
and trapping the people in the
backcourt to create turnovers
that they do very well.”
Sophomore guard Lamond
Johnson is one of the players on
the team who really locks in on
defense.
“Defense is very important to me, because I don’t like
anyone scoring on me—it’s
like defense really win games,”
Johnson said. “If the offense isn’t
going, but the defense gets to going, it really helps keep the game
going. The game wouldn’t be the
same without it. I help keep the
energy up on defense, I make
sure everyone’s flying around on
rotation.”

Although the team is
racking up wins and is full
of potential, the basketball
strength and conditioning
coach Christopher Hopkins
still feels as though they aren’t
playing up to par.
”I think we are a wellrounded team that is playing
mediocre,” Hopkins said. “I
feel that we are not playing
the way we our supposed to
play. We have a great coaching
staff. Everything around the
team is 100 percent. I mean,
they have basketball coaches
who have done this and have
been winning at a high level
for a long time, so I don’t understand why we are going in
this direction, but I feel they
haven’t adapted to each other
and really built a connection
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he Lady Mustangs,
who last year went the
deepest in the IHSA playoffs
as any previous girls team in
school history, appears to be a
shadow of that squad as they
haven’t won a game since late
December.
The Lady Mustangs
started the season with two
wins against Hillcrest High
School and Argo High
School. Three consecutive
losses followed shortly after
against Bolingbrook Houston
and Benet Academy. The last
W the girls put up was against
the South Shore International
Tars on December 23.
But the worst was yet to
come.
The Lady Mustang’s
schedule this year is full of
competitors, but the toughest
opponent they have faced so
far was the Harlan Falcons on
January 18. The first time the
teams met the Mustangs fell
short to the Falcons, 52-46.
The most recent match-up was
last month when the Falcons
and the Mustangs collided.
The Mustangs were up by four
starting the second half, but
then a huge brawl broke out.
“The girls were about
to win that game; they had
Harlan’s number from the first
horn,” security guard Dennis
Allen said. “You could tell the
level of frustration was started
to rise for both teams because
both teams had each other’s
number.”
After the midday madness, the Mustangs lost by
forfeit and some of the players
faced consequences for their
actions in the game versus the

Falcons, kicking senior leader
and starting guard Porsha Sydnor, junior starting forward Kolby Underwood, and sophomore
starting guard Teneil Robinson
off the team indefinitely, with no
chance to return.
“This might hurt us in
the long run, but there are
consequences for your actions,” Coach Taylor said.
“Those girls were keys players
as our team leaders, but we’ll
be okay—just have to play
harder.”
With this new-look team,
the Lady Mustang played
Proviso East, but lost, 54-47.
“Our girls showed a
lot of heart playing without
some of their former teammates, but, unfortunately, we
were outscored by a couple
points,” Coach Taylor said.
“I’m really proud of how the
girls responded to adversity,
even though we came up short
handed.”
The next opponent the
Mustangs were to face was
the Schurz Bulldogs—a very
tough opponent who stood at
17-2.
“Beating them will really
set the tone for our confidence and the playoffs so we
are really looking to take that
W,” Lady Mustang Destiny
Harden said in the days before
the game.
Unfortunately, the Lady
Mustangs didn’t play that
game versus Schurz, putting up
another forfeit against them.
As every team has that
certain group of leaders that
needs to keep the team in
control and moving, the Lady
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