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Fifteen Straight A Students

The Mixed Chorus performs “Lift Every Voice and Sing” during last Thursday’s sixth period performance as part of the Black History Month program held in Blackwelder Hall. The event featured
song and spoken word exhibitions by the Poetry Club, the Jazz Band, Gospel Chorus, the Beginning Mixed Chorus, and special guest speaker Lawrence Kennon, Esq. More photos on Page 3.
(Photos by Karrion Calvin)

Debaters take
conference title

Bragg,
Briana (10th)

Brown,
Jada (7th)

Davis,
Brianna (11th)

Dillard,
Teri (8th)

Echols,
Serena (10th)

Freeman,
Deandre (11th)

Golliday,
Iyania (9th)

Holloway,
Kayla (8th)

Johnson,
Nailah (7th)

Mason,
Janell (11th)

Maxey,
Kaleia (8th)

Perkins,
Vernisha (12th)

Thomas,
Diamond (12th)

Warr,
Emerald (11th)

Williams,
Jacob (10th)

T

he varsity and junior
varsity debate teams
both won first place at the last
tournament earning them the
Red Conference championship!
The junior varsity team
(junior Makeda Thomas and
freshman Asia Dillion) is
qualified to participate in the
McDermott Will and Emery
Novice Invitational. It is a
competition in downtown
Chicago at a law firm, which,
if they win, means they would
qualify for nationals.
The varsity team (sophomore Serena Echols and
senior Cameron Thomas) also
qualified for the Mayer Brown
Urban Nationals Qualifier.

From left: Sophomore Serena Echols, senior Cameron Thomas, debate coach Tyler Variano, freshman Asia Dillon, and
junior Makeda Thomas.

For more, please turn to page 3 for
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Freshman-On-Track rate jumps,
helps to support Level 1 mission
T
So far, so good...

he Freshman On Track
rate (FOT) appears to
have risen dramatically with
94.7 percent of freshman reaching a passing grade in all of their
core classes for the first semester,
while the Sophomore On Track
rate (SOT) has also improved to
91.4 percent.
This is great news, as it suggests a positive trend for raising
the Morgan Park’s School
Quality Rating (SQR), which is
based on a collection of school
data from the 2016-2017 school
year. MP now seeks to improve
to a Level 1 SQR (Good Standing) from the current Level 2+
(Good Standing). A Level 1+
is the highest status a Chicago
public school can earn.
The FOT rate is the
percentage of students earning
five or more credits and failing no more than one semester
core course during their entire
9th grade year, according to the
School Quality Rating Policy
(SQRP). Once a student is off
track, they can only get back “On
Pace,” meaning that even though
a student may pass the course in
an after-school recover class, he
or she is still considered off track.

but trend
must continue

SCHOOL QUALITY RATING CALCULATIONS
(BASED ON WEIGHTED SQR DATA PLUS FOT RATE)
If the current 94.7 percent Freshman On Track (FOT) rate
holds through the end of the school year, it would have a
significant impact on raising Morgan Park’s School Quality
Rating (SQR).
After calculating weighted points from 13 different
categories from the 2015-2016 school year, MP earned an
overall weighted SQR score of 3.3 which falls within the
Level 2+ band range of 3.0 and 3.4.
So, if the data in the other 12 SQR categories stayed
the same, an improved FOT would add .15, getting the
school even closer to the Level 1 rank (3.5 - 3.9).

ATTENDANCE NEEDS
IMPROVEMENT

Attendance (as of the 20th
week of school/first semester)
for the ninth through 12th
grade student body is 89.6 percent, which is a .89 percentage
point decline over the 20152016 school year at this

morgan
park
high
school
1744 West Pryor Avenue
Chicago, Illinois 60643
Dr. Carolyn D. Epps, Principal
Mrs. Gail Tennial, Assistant Principal
Mrs. Rochelle Bryant, Assistant Principal

EMPEHI News is a student publication of Morgan
Park High School whose goal is to inform the
student body as to school news, as well as local,
national, and world issues. The views expressed
in the editorials are not necessarily those of
Morgan Park High School. The views in columns, reviews and commentaries are those
only of the writers.

2016-2017 EMPEHI News Staff
Reporters (3rd period)
Perriel Ballard, Koury Booker, Jalen Britton, Jordan Brown, Karrion Calvin, Arianna Captain, Amber Collins, Kyle Farmer, Terrence Fletcher, Lawrence Harrell,
Jeremiah Harris, Rodney Ingram, Kyera Johnson, Kendra Moore, Jalend Morris,
Kiah Nason, Destinee Owens, Carols Patterson, Christian Peters, John Phillips,
Tyyuanna Redmond, Mariah Schaffer, Corey Shannon, Allen Simpson, Amanda
Stewart, David Street, Ronald Thompson, and Jalen Travis.

point. Last year, the attendance
rate was 90.49 percent, which
was a .69 percent increase over
the 2014-2015 school year for
the same period.

SEEKING LEVEL 1

For the 2016-2017 school
year (which is based on 20152016 data), MP remained a 2+
rating after the various metrics
were calculated, earning the
school 3.3 points. Earning
between a 3.5 and a 3.9 earns a
school a Level 1 status.
In 2015-2016, MP rose
to Level 2+ with a 3.1 SQR
calculation.
In 2014-2015, after calculating weighted points from
the 13 different categories from
the 2013-2014 school year, MP
earned an overall weighted score
of 2.4 which falls within the
Level 2 (Provisional Support)
band range of 2.0 and 2.9.
While still using a ranking
system (School Report Cards) in
2013-2014, but before the current SQRP was implemented,
MP improved to being a Level 2
school and no longer on probation from the previous year.
It was in 2012-2013 when
CPS released their 2012 School
Report Cards, identifying Morgan Park High School as a Level
3 (the lowest level), or having
“Low Academic Standing,” and
being on probation.

Reporters (6th period)
Jalon Allen, Deandre Ames, Eli Brooks, Braijon Carter, Kyala Darby, Jawon Denton,
Jarred Edwards, Alexus Ellerbe, Avian Griffin, Ladesha Hackman, Cameren Irvin,
Quinita Johnson, Brian Lee, Kyren Mason, Leah Pepper, Tamara Pickens, Alexis Pollard, Raven Powell, Darryl Randolph, Jacoby Riley, Natasha Rivers, Gabriel Sanders,
Alina Scott, Deja Stewart, Alan Taylor, Delonte Upshaw, and Larry Watts.
Contributing Photographers
Brandon Taylor
Advisor		
Association Membership
Production
Mr. Keith		
Scholastic Press Association
Regional Publishing
Majeske		of Chicago			Corporation
					Palos Heights, Illinois

EMPEHI News encourages readers to express their opinions or respond to stories,
editorials or columns by writing letters to
the editor. All letters must have a name
and division number. We reserve the right
to edit all letters for mechanics, length, and
content. Please submit responses with
name and division to Mr. Majeske or any
member of the newspaper, or to
KEMajeske@cps.edu.

news briefs
HEALTH NEWS
The hearing and vision specialist visited the school in
January to conduct testing of all students in the diverse learners
program. Results of the testing were sent home with students.
The Smile Program was also held in late January to provide
dental care to students who preregistered. Sixty-seven students
were able to take part in a free oral hygiene exam and cleaning.
Results were sent home with students.
Ageless Eyecare will be here this month. The mobile eye
care unit will provide free quality comprehensive eye exams and
eyeglasses for students. Over 90 applications have already been
submitted for exams.

student employment NEWS
Three seniors have just completed job interviews through
the Marriott Foundation’s Bridges from School to Work program, each of whom have been hired by local businesses. Juniors
will be invited to participate this month.
“Bridges from School to Work was established in 1989 by
the Marriott Foundation for People with Disabilities to transform the lives of young adults with disabilities through the
power of a job,” according to the program’s website. “The Bridges
staff works one-on-one with enthusiastic and capable young
people upon exiting high school, helping them to successfully
enter the workforce in a job that fits their interests and ability,
while planning for long term vocational growth.”

GLOBAL GLIMPSE NEWS
Representatives of the Global Glimpse program presented
an award to Assistant Principal Rochelle Bryant, and teachers
Cristina Arthur, Loretta Balsam, and Louise Miazga during a
ceremony at Kenwood Academy in early February, to recognize the school’s participation in the special program. Global
Glimpse is designed to provide students with a powerful handson, cross-cultural education experience that cultivates leadership,
self-exploration, and global citizenship.
Teachers have nominated juniors who demonstrate leadership, community involvement and potential for collegiate and
career success. Thirteen students have been accepted into the
program and will travel to either Nicaragua, Costa Rica, or the
Dominican Republic for two weeks this summer. Students will
explore IB profiles on trips by volunteering and becoming true
inquirers and global learners.

The
destinations
Nicaragua is an “undiscovered gem” in the heart of
Central America, the Global
Glimpse summary of the
country’s features reads.
“Get ready to be lifted
off your feet by fast Latin
rhythms as you walk through
culturally colorful, bustling
streets and savor the taste
of sweet plantains!”
The Dominican Republic is a
“vibrant nation that breathes
the heat and energy of the
Caribbean.” The musical
rhythms and bright colors
of this beautiful island are
deepened by the complex
history of the island of Hispaniola, witnessed through
colonial streets and its
mountainous terrain.
Costa Rica is a rugged,
rainforested Central American country with coastlines
on the Caribbean and
Pacific. Though its capital, San Jose, is home to
cultural institutions like the
Pre-Columbian Gold Museum, Costa Rica is known
for its beaches, volcanoes,
and biodiversity.

SCHOOL NEWS
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Black history
month
program
highlights
T

he Music Department, theater group, and Poetry Club,
held a special program to observe Black History Month
last last week, during two assemblies held in Blackwelder Hall.
After the JROTC posted colors at the start of the sixth and
eighth period show, the chorus followed with a performance
of “Lift Every Voice and Sing,” directed by teacher Gabrielyn
Foster. Members of the Poetry Club provided a spoken word
reading, entitled, “Who Am I,” by Perry Harvey.
Next up was the Jazz Band, directed by teacher Shemeka
Nash, which played the Charlie Parker tune, “Now’s the Time.”
The Drama Club then put on a scene from “Where Do We
Go From Here. The Gospel Chorus sang the Sam Cooke selection,
“Change is Gonna Come; the show closed with “Ain’t Gonna Let
Nobody Turn Me ‘Round,” sung by the Beginning Mixed Chorus.
The principal, Dr. Carolyn Epps, introduced the special
guest speaker, Lawrence E. Kennon, a retired attorney and
staunch champion of civil rights and personal liberties.

2 0 1 7

First semester

HONOR ROLL

continued
from page 1

All A’s and B’s Students
116
Addison, Nyah
Alexander, Kyel
Anderson, Amber
Baggett, Miranda
Ballard, Perriel
Banks, Jadaya
Banks, Travis
Beason, Marcus
Benson, Arteja
Betancourt, Angela
Bonner, Kendall
Boyd, Jaylen
Bradford, Christian
Brown, Daniel
Brown, Rashawnta
Broy, Jamal
Buford, Asa
Burns, Journey
Carter, Braijon
Carter, Laniece
Carter, Zachary
Cheeks, Alyssa
Christmas, Keyonna
Conway Jr., Antonio
Cook, Davonte
Darby, Kyala
Davis, Angerlin
Davis, Imani
Davis, Rodney

Deanes, Amari
Deanes, Brianni
Dillon, Asia
Dunn, Brian
Duo, Katrick
Estes, Destiny
Evans, Naomi
Fashola, Amani
Fullilove, Ariel
Fulton, Imani
Gaston, Khalani
Godwin, Ricky
Green, Tyra
Habib, Nafisat
Hale, Tashala
Hanna, Jordan
Hare, Shanteace
Hayes, Ricardo
Herring, Michelle
Holmes, Shandiez
Hooks, Dasia
Hubbardmunir,
Malakhi
Jackson, Porsha
James, Justin
Johnson, Calvin
Johnson, Dezirme
Johnson, Hollis
Jones, McKenzie

Jones, Michyah
Kuntu Blankson, Tracy
Lee, Jaylyn
Lee, Toyia
Lewis, Destiny
London, Brynne
Long, Germaine
Mason, Miesha
McCormick, KaNya
Mcgee, Frederick
Mcgill, Ryan
McKnight, Amber
Milner, Dayna
Milton, Bonita
Moore, Kendra
Morris, JoanMarie
Morrow, Nazlah
Muhammad, Poet
Murphy, Jasmin
Nickson, Zakiya
Orange, Raven
Owens, Joseph
Paynebey, Khalilah
Pepper, Leah
Radcliffe, Morghan
Reynolds, Devon
Rhoden, Richard
Richards, Janiah
Robinson, Kobie

Robinson, Lauren
Rogers, Shawnitta
Russell, Miguel
Sampson, Malika
Shadlow, Lexi
Shelton, Kejaha
Smith, Trevon
Sneed, Cierra
Spencer, Rachel
Stewart, Angel
Stewart, Kayla
Street, David
Strongs, Kenneth
Taylor, Erica
Tennort, Rushton
Thompson, Xavier
Todd, Benjamin
Twyman, Myles
Washington, Laura
Watkins, Zharmeece
Wheeler, Chanel
Whitaker, Marnise
White, Kayla
Williams, Alexandrea
Williams, Annasia
Williams, Deair
Williams, Dewey
Williams, Kayla
Williams, Kemiah
Wilson, Jadon

STUDENT COUNCIL
SPEAK OUT

Special guest
defender of civil rights
Lawrence E. Kennon,
Esq, who retired from the
practice of law the firm
of Power & Dixon in 2010,
The 86-year-old is considered a champion of civil
rights and personal liberties by many.
Kennon attended Crane
Technical High School, Chicago City Colleges, DePaul
University, and the DePaul
University College of Law.
After serving in the U.S. Army, Kennon joined the Cook
County State’s Attorney’s staff, then later, in private practice, he specialized in criminal defense work.
During the freedom movement, he added a civil rights
practice, representing the NAACP, ACLU, Black Panthers,
and African American Patrolman’s League.
Kennon has built a reputation fighting police brutality
and torture and supporting rights to assemble and protest. He is a participating attorney in the effort to prosecute Chicago police Commander Jon Burge and his fellow
police officers accused of torturing citizens under arrest.
During former Chicago Mayor Harold Washington, he
served as the administration’s chairman of the Chicago
Zoning Board of Appeals. He was also one of Mayor Washington’s personal lawyers. (Source: The Voice, 2010)

BE HEARD

MAKE A CHANGE

WE MUST BECOME THE CHANGE
WE WANT TO SEE
By Kayla White,
Student Council Secretary

W

Junior Christian Bradford (at left) offers a
suggestion to improve
school spirit during a
meeting with the Principal Dr. Carolyn Epps
(below) in the auditorium earlier last week.

hat’s new with Morgan Park’s Student

Council?!
It’s Student Council’s goal
to help rebuild school spirit,
and if any students have ideas
you can go to the organizations sponsor, librarian Kandice
Morgan, directly in the library,
or place suggestions in the suggestion box that is also located
in the library.
During an hour-and-a-half
long meeting held in Blackwelder Hall with the principal, Dr.
Carolyn Epps, and dean Lance
Irvin, the Executive Board and
many division representatives
discussed concerns as well as
ways to try and improve a sense
of unity among the Mustangs,
from students to staff.
While some suggestions
included the traditional ideas
such as adding more dances—
aside from the annual homecoming dance and prom—one
of the more unique proposals
up for consideration is related
to the regular hallsweeps—but

not the kind you’re used to.
The idea is that while random
hallsweeps for tardy students
would still be in effect, occasionally there would be an announcement for a “Random…
Dance Off.” Music would then
play (once the PA system is
repaired, likely in the coming
weeks), and yes, students could
dance until the music stops in
time for the following class

period.
However, two events are set
for this week:
• Random Morgan Park
Spirit Day: Tuesday, March 2.
Wear your green and/or orange
tee to change MP!
• This Friday, on March 3,
there will be an honors assembly
held for students who have perfect attendance, straight A’s, and/
or are on the honor roll.
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news briefs
CHORUS NEWS
The Northwestern University Feinberg School of Medicine closed out their month-long
celebration of the legacy of Martin Luther King, Jr. with a visit from Morgan Park High School
alumnus Mae Jemison, MD, the first African American female to fly in space, on their campus last
month. To highlight Dr. Jemison’s visit, musical selections were provided by the Morgan Park High
School Beginning Mixed Chorus, directed by teacher Gabrielyn Watson-Foster.

Students with
excellent attendance
achieve incentives

PERFECT ATTENDANCE IS POSSIBLE.

Dr. Mae Jemison (far left) speaks to Beginning Mixed Chorus and Northwestern University
FEinberg School of Medicine students during a visit to the campus last month.

the bio

MP’s own

STAR SCIENTIST

M

ae C. Jemison
(M.D.), a NASA
astronaut in the early 1990s, is
a graduate of EMPEHI!
PERSONAL DATA:
Born October 17, 1956, in
Decatur, Alabama, but considers Chicago, Illinois, to be her
hometown.
EDUCATION: Graduated from Morgan Park
High School, Chicago, Illinois, in 1973--she was only
16 years old! She received a
bachelor of science degree in
chemical engineering (and
fulfilled the requirements
for a B.A. in African and
Afro-American Studies)
from Stanford University in
1977, and a doctorate degree
in medicine from Cornell
University in 1981.
EXPERIENCE: Dr.
Jemison has a background in
both engineering and medical research. She has worked
in the areas of computer
programming, printed wiring board materials, nuclear
magnetic resonance spectroscopy, computer magnetic disc
production, and reproductive
biology.
Dr. Jemison completed
her internship at Los Angeles
County/USC Medical Center
in July 1982 and worked as
a General Practitioner with
INA/Ross Loos Medical
Group in Los Angeles until
December 1982.
From January 1983
through June 1985, Dr. Jemison was the Area Peace Corps
Medical Officer for Sierra
Leone and Liberia in West
Africa. Her task of managing the health care delivery
system for U.S. Peace Corps
and U.S. Embassy personnel
included provision of medical

Students from divisions with over 95 percent attendance habits
are treated to a pizza party (above) in the Gear-Up room, coordinated by Assistant Principal Rochelle Bryant; Gear-Up
representatives (at right) serve
up some hot pizza to hungry
students during the fourth period party last week.

V

arious incentive programs are underway to reward those students who strive for excellent attendance to help our school
improve.
A pizza party and movie day were offered to those who met the
attendance standards for first semester; both events were coordinated
by Assistant Principal Rochelle Bryant.
The pizza party winners included Dr. Lord’s Division 101 which
had the highest attendance percentage in the Academic Center at the
end of the semester, featuring an attendance rate of 96.29 percent.
Ms. Causey’s divisions 851 and 051 had the highest high school attendance rate with 97.54 percent and 96.83, respectively. Ms. Mcswine’s Division 811 had the second highest high school attendance
rate with 95.87 percent.

JUNIORS GET MOVIE DAY

The Class of 2018, which reached a 90 percent collective attendance rate, earned them a movie day seventh and eighth period last
Friday in Blackwelder Hall.
Other classes are close to earning a movie day, but are just short
of the 90 percent threshold: Class of 2017 (89.65 percent), Class of
2019 (88.08 percent), and Class of 2020 (89.07 percent).

Above: Space Shuttle
Endeavour onboard
photo of Astronaut Mae
Jemison working in
Spacelab-J module in
1992. (NASA photo)
Right: Ms. Jemison in her
1973 Morgan Park yearbook graduation photo.
care, supervision of the pharmacy
and laboratory, medical administrative issues, and supervision of
medical staff.
On return to the United
States, Dr. Jemison joined
CIGNA Health Plans of California in October 1985 and was
working as a General Practitioner and attending graduate engineering classes in Los Angeles
when selected to the astronaut
program.
NASA EXPERIENCE:
Dr. Jemison was selected for
the astronaut program in June
1987. Her technical assignments
since then have included: launch
support activities at the Kennedy Space Center in Florida;
verification of Shuttle computer
software in the Shuttle Avionics
Integration Laboratory (SAIL);
Science Support Group activities.

Dr. Jemison was the
science mission specialist on
STS-47 Spacelab-J (September 12-20, 1992). STS-47 was
a cooperative mission between
the United States and Japan.
The eight-day mission was
accomplished in 127 orbits
of the Earth, and included 44
Japanese and U.S. life science and materials processing
experiments. Dr. Jemison was
a co-investigator on the bone
cell research experiment flown
on the mission.
The Endeavour and her
crew launched from and
returned to the Kennedy
Space Center in Florida. In
completing her first space
flight, Dr. Jemison logged 190
hours, 30 minutes, 23 seconds
in space.
(Source: NASA.gov)

DIVISION 031
Backstrom, Imani
Milner, Dayna
Pulliam, Jet Christian
DIVISION 032
Puckett, Cory
DIVISION 034
Baynes, Angela
DIVISION 035
Abren, Arteanna
Bauer, Sydney
DIVISION 036
Simpson, Alexis
Bryant, Lajuahn
DIVISION 071
Counsell, Levonta
Barker, Destini
Clayton, Jeffery
Clare, Brandon
DIVISION 072
Duncan, Kameron
DIVISION 076
Johnson, Timothy
DIVISION 077
Muhammad, Ameera
DIVISION 101
Maxey, Kaleia,
Straughter, Kevin
Herring, Michelle
DIVISION 102
Strongs, Kennedi

Randle, Julius Louis
Russell, Jamie
Orange, Raven
DIVISION 201
Minor, Makhai
Mitchell, Kalah
Berry, Brianna
DIVISION 202
Williams, Nicholaus
Parks, Zahria
Hobson, Amariahn
DIVISION 738
Bynum, Kalynn
DIVISION 749
Gillarm, Dejon
DIVISION 762
Winstonbatts, Shelbi
Tall, Dakyla
DIVISION 811
Quinn, Daniel
DIVISION 837
Morrison, Camron
DIVISION 851
Banks, Travis
DIVISION 861
Hare, Diamante
Brown, Daniel
DIVISION 862
Owens, Joseph
Mason, Janell
James, Justin

DIVISION 863
Thomas, Jasmine
DIVISION 871
Mott, Serena
DIVISION 882
Williams, Dewey
DIVISION 935
Thompson, Kayla
DIVISION 937
White, Ladonta
DIVISION 939
Gaston, Yasir
DIVISION 971
Noel, Aaron
Houston, Walter
DIVISION 972
Johnson, Jasmine
Hubbardmunir, Malakhi
DIVISION 974
Watkins, Zharmeece
Broy, Jamal
DIVISION 983
Hare, Dynasty
Thomas, Kourtney
(No juniors or seniors
are listed with perfect
attendance)

SCHOOL NEWS
EMPEHI News

Famed popcorn
producer announces
theater support
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College letters are
finally starting to
arrive for seniors

GARRETT’S GIVES BACK. Above: Garrett’s representatives Jamie

Brown, Kyle Geib, and Chief Brand Officer Scott Schroeder,
along with theater students Daija Kelley, Brianni Deanes, Daija
Rice, and rep Brittany Johnson, pose with some of the famed
Chicago treat during a visit last month to announce their donation effort for Black Ensemble Theater. At right: A few of the
sample packets that were distributed with an explanation of the
financial support of the theater during the month of February.
(Photos by Briaizha Steele)

By Briaizha Steele

R

epresentatives from Garrett’s Popcorn visited the
school earlier last month in an
effort to publicize their financial
support of the Black Ensemble
Theater program, and to offer
free samples of their product to
students and staff.
Scott Schroeder, chief brand
officer of Garrett’s Popcorn, and
several other representatives of
the Chicago-based company, met
with theater director Katrina
Richard and a number of her
students, where they distributed
packages of their signature Garrett Mix of Caramel Crisp, and
CheeseCorn combo.
Each clear-celophane

wrapped popcorn pack was
affixed a label which explained
that 10 percent of every tin
purchased last February (online
and in stores), and up to $20,000,
was donated to Black Ensemble
Theater during the Black History
Month annual celebration, to
help fund the educational outreach program.
Support of such programs
is very important to the popular treat producer, Schroeder
explained.
“This is our fifth year of support for Black Ensemble Theater,
and we believe in Jackie Taylor’s
mission of eradicating racism,” he
said, in reference to the theater’s
founder and director.
Visiting MP to help an-

Yea! A letter of acceptance!

nounce the initiative was a natural, according to Richard.
“Because of the partnership with Garrett’s and the Black
Ensemble Theater, and because of
[Morgan Park’s] program through
the theater, it just all fit together,”
she said. “Any business in the area
that gives back tot he people in
that community is very important,
and Garrett’s, which has a longstanding reputation in the Chicago
community, and definitely among
people of color--we love Garrett’s!-so for them to give back to us in
this way is just pretty awesome.”
Garrett’s has locations across
the nation and around the world,
including Las Vegas, New York,
Korea, Thailand, and others, and
has been in business since 1949.

Students plan to bring
fresh food items to cafeteria
F

or the second year
in a row, a group
of students participated in
the recent Aspen Challenge
Opening Forum.
At the forum, held at
Malcolm X College, leaders
pioneering change to some
of the world’s most pressing
issues presented challenges to
the various teams in attendance, including MP’s.
The Morgan Park Team
has taken on the following
challenge: to break the junk
food cycles by empowering
yourself, your peers, and your
family to understand, cook,
and eat real food.
The team would like to
bring fresh produce to Morgan
Park High School through a
variety of events: including
a cooking class, Taste Test

Kneeling: Ben Dweh; second row: Aspen Challenge coach
Tim Gronholm, La’Taylor Johnson, Kayla Stewart, Nyah Addison, Jasmin Murphy, and Alvin James; third row: Justin
James, Nimari Burnett, and Christopher Orr.
Tuesdays (where students and
community members can sample
fresh food), and Fresh Food
Fridays (where students and
community members can learn
how to prepare fresh food).

The Aspen Challenge
kicked off with a day-long
youth leadership develop-

Please turn to page 6 for

FRESH FOOD

By Perriel Ballard
and Karrion Calvin

W

ith the application process for the
Class of 2017 quickly winding down, many students felt
very accomplished when they
received their long-awaited
college acceptance letters that
have been arriving more-andmore as of late.
About 3.5 million students are expected to graduate
from high school in 2016–17,
including 3.2 million students
from public high schools and
0.3 million students from
private high schools, according to the National Center
for Education Statistics. And
as of 2014, the percentage of
applicants who applied to a
college or university and were
offered admission was 65.43
percent, or around every 2 out
of 3 applicants.
Acceptance rates vary
widely; it all depends on the
school—and some have gotten even tougher to crack. In
2016, some college acceptance
rates dropped as low as 4.69
percent for the first time ever.
Some of the most selective schools were Harvard
University (5.2 percent) in
Cambridge, MA, Stanford
University (4.69 percent) in
Palo Alto, CA, Yale University
(6.27 percent) in New Haven,
CT, the University of Chicago
(7.9%) in Chicago, IL, and
Columbia University (6.04
percent) in New York, NY.
Then there are other
schools that appear to have a
requirement that applicants
have a pulse and little else,
boasting 100 percent admittance rates: Granite State and
Saint Mary-of-the-Woods
College, among others. How
about Grand View University (98.7 percent), Trinity

International University (97
percent), or Governors State
University (94.3 percent).
Oftentimes students
apply to many, many colleges,
and, consequently, get offers
from many of them. One
Illinois State Scholar at MP
has been accepted to over 15
schools, but it wasn’t a big
deal to her.
“Acceptance isn’t really
a big deal for me, because I
knew I was going to get into
the schools,” senior Amani
Fashola said. “The big thing is
the money.”
Another senior felt the
same way about acceptance
letters.
“Getting accepted to
schools doesn’t really make
me feel a type of way, because
I didn’t apply to any schools
that require major essays or
credentials in order to get
accepted,” senior Gabriel
Sanders said. “I knew I was
qualified to get accepted
before I applied.”
When students bring in
their acceptance letters, there
is nothing but excitement,
according to post secondary
coach John Umunna.
“Students come and we
celebrate them, they come
and they are very enthusiastic
about being accepted into
colleges,” he said, “because if
you really think about it, this
is your senior year, you have
never applied to a college or a
university before. And so it’s a
very big event in a person’s life
where you are accepted to college and you get a more clear
idea in terms of direction of
where you’ll be going in for
your future.”
According to one student

Please turn to page 6 for

GETTING
ACCEPTANCE
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OMG! It’s practically prom
O

kay, ladies, prom is almost here, and for those
who need a bit of guidance and
a hint of focus, here is a guide to
planning your memorable prom.
Window shop and/or choose
a seamstress! If you’re having
your dress made, you should
have already sketched out or
researched how you’d like your
dress to look.
Timing is very important. Dresses and the money to
produce those dresses don’t just
pop up. For those buying their
dress off-the-rack, you should
be window-shopping. You have
more than enough time to hit
the stores and figure out the new
trend.
Both of you should have already chosen or started to at least
think about your color scheme or
pattern.
Who’s your date?
Time to put “Mission: Prom
Date Mania” into motion. Find
out who’s available. Keep your
night and pictures in mind.
Don’t want someone you
know you won’t talk to the whole
night to come with you? You also
don’t want to look back on your
pictures and feel ashamed (You
went with that?!) Also, don’t be
too proud to ask.
Get that money together.
Figure out how much money
you have, how much you can get,
and on what items you're going
to spend it. Prom is very costly!

Order your dress,
if you haven't done so
already.
Get healthy.
Time to start a
fitness program that includes exercise & healthy eating.
Polish you manners.
Do you know how to handle
that little fork on the far left of
a place setting? It’s not just for
people with little hands.
Know how to behave in a
formal environment? Consider
taking a class on etiquette. Or
get a book and practice with that.
Don’t bring the same mannerisms you use in the halls of Morgan Park to the Hyatt Regency.
Stop it now.
Flippin’
No bogus sew-ins/lace fronts
allowed. Make sure you select
a proper hair-do for whichever style you’re going for. Start
researching great hair dressers. If
you’re actually wearing your hair,
start managing it now because
some up-dos can take a couple
of months to grow into. A good
website to refer to is Hairboutique.com.
Prom party plans.
Start making
your pre-prom and
your post-prom plans.
Make
appointments.
Most girls have their hair
done professionally for prom. It's

time to make the appointment!
You can also consider having a
manicure and a pedicure. Make
appointments for these. Having
your makeup done professionally? Then make an appointment
for this, too.
Start building your ensemble.
Assume you bought your
dress, and that you pretty much
know your hairdo. It's time
to get your accessories: shoes,
jewelry, and a purse
are the main ones.
Start building your
ensemble by seeing
what works with your dress and
planned hairdo.
Help select the tux.
Help your date select his
tuxedo, especially if you want
him to wear a vest that matches
your dress. You’ve seen what he
wears in school; do you really
want to leave him to dress himself for your big day?
Discuss plans.
Discuss your pre and postprom plans with your parents.
They probably won’t go for any
over nighters at the hotel. Take a
second. Think about it.
Stick with it.
Remember to stick with
your health and dieting plan.
Buy your prom dress.
You have finally found the
dress of your dreams, so the next
step of course is to buy it! You'll
want to purchase it at least two
months in advance so you'll have
plenty of time for alterations.
This is especially true if you

are ordering your dress online.
You can find some great bargains
online, but the disadvantage is
you won't be able to try it on. By
allowing the extra time, you can
send back the wrong size, get the
correct one and still have time
for alterations.
Also, try dancing in it.
You are going to dance at
prom, right? Sure, your little
dress is downright sexy, but will
it still be when you’re tugging on
the top of it all night long because gravity wants to constantly
pull it to the floor? It’ll look like
you’re dancing the funky chicken
rather than the
electric slide.
Shoes.
Once you have
your dress, it’s time

to get those shoes! Remember,
you are going to be dancing all
night so you'll want make sure
that nothing on the shoe will end
up digging into your skin such as
buckles and straps. You may want
to grab a pair of gel shoe inserts
for added comfort.
Get the right bra.
This is no joke. If you’ve ever
been to a prom, many girls who
fail to take into account their undergarments, end up with straps
and more showing for all to see.
Is your dress halter-style?
Strapless? If so, you will need a
certain kind of bra to go with
that style of dress, so your bra

Please turn to page 9 for

PROM
COUNTDOWN

FRESH FOOD
Continued from page 5
ment forum where teams
of students and teachers
heard from leaders pioneering change to some of the
world’s most pressing issues.
Leading industry experts
then presented a challenge,
urging the students to create an innovative solution.
The program culminates
on April 6, when teams
will present their solutions
to a panel of judges. One

winning team will head to
the Aspen Ideas Festival in
Aspen, Colorado to present
their work.
The students are actively
looking for the Beverly-Morgan Park community to help
them overcome this challenge.
If you or know someone who
may be interested in helping
the team, please contact coach
Tim Gronholm at tjgronholm@cps.edu.

Council sells over 1,000 cupcakes for St. Valentine treats

STUDENT COUNCIL CUPCAKE DAY DELIVERS SWEET TREATS OF LOVE. Above: Student Council representative Jalaya Morgan hand delivers a cupcake treat to a student during the St. Valentine’s Day
distribution earlier last month. Top right: Sophomore Student Council rep Kristal White takes
payment from a customer during the valentine sales day in February. At right, center: Girls
write messages to be delivered on Feb. 14, along with a cupcake. Bottom right: Dozens of students wait in line to purchase their St. Valentine’s Day cupcake treat in the lunchroom earlier
last month. (Photos by Myriah Sephus)
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Student Council gives back

By Quinita Johnson
and Larry Watts

I

magine it’s the day of prom
and your dress is nowhere
to be found, so you call the
person that you paid to design
your dress and they aren’t picking
up! Time is winding down and
you have to figure out what to do.
Prom just turned into a nightmare!
Think it couldn’t happen to
you? Think again, as one senior
suffered this very scenario last
year, which forced her to purchase a store-bought dress just
a few hours before the actual
dance.
Just thinking about the
unthinkable brings to mind
strong emotions, senior Brittany
Duckett said.
“I would cry if something
didn’t go right on the day of
prom, like if my dress was ugly,”
she said. “I wouldn’t even want to
go anymore.”
That said, many are excited
that prom is coming up, but there
is a lot of stuff that needs to be
done in order for prom night to
be spectacular.
Some have already gotten
some important plans nailed
down.
“So far, I’ve only found my
seamstress to make my dress,”
senior Leah Pepper said. “I have
yet to book a car because I’m still
undecided on the look I’m going
for: old school or new school.”
However, some are very concerned of not having something
particular done on time, so it’s
bringing a lot of stress on them
for prom.
“I am very afraid that my
dress won’t turn out how I
expected in my head, and from
there I won’t even know what to
do,” Duckett said.
The boys, on the other hand,
are very confident that their
prom is going to be on time and
special.
“Us, as boys, don’t have a lot
to prepare for, in general,” senior
Kyell Alexander said. “All we
have to to is really find clothes
and color themes for the sendoff.
We don’t really have to worry
about the haircut, because we
usually always go to the same
barber.”
The thing boys seem to care
about the most is the haircut.
Most don’t want a regular cut;
they want it to be special and
crispy, senior Michael Hawthorne explained.
“The last thing you want on
prom is a messed up lining or
uneven hair,” Hawthorne said,
“so finding the right barber is
important. I recommend to go
to the same barber [you typically
visit], so you don’t have to worry
about that.”
How soon should expectant
prom attendees begin preparing?
If not already underway, right
now!

Student Council volunteers take a time-out while helping out at the Greater Chicago Food
Depository earlier last month. (Photos by Kristal White)

T

“They should start in
March, because you want to see
what [the date is] wearing so
he can match your fly,” senior
Q’rashanay Clay said.
Cars are very important to
some for prom. The car for them
can make or break the prom for
them, according to senior Anthony Waite.
“The car for me makes the
prom,” Waite said. “Since I was
little, I want to drive a car to
prom and now that I here I want
to do that.”
Some think vehicles aren’t so
important as it’s all for an expensive show, according to Duckett.
“I don’t think a car is important,” she said. “The car I plan on
taking is just for the pictures, I
plan on getting a regular, everyday car. A lot of people are getting cars just to race each other

Please turn to page 8 for

PROM PREP

he Student Council
visited the Greater
Chicago Food Depository on
February 10, located 4100 W.
Ann Lurie Place in Chicago.
Twenty members were accompanied by Student Council advisor Kandice Morgan and parent
volunteer Fatima Simmons.
Families, schools and
small organizations attended
to help pack food or box and
distribute canned goods. The
volunteers’ task was to sort
boxes of donated foods.
Students worked at different stations over the course of
the day. Some students looked
at expiration dates of the foods

Student Council volunteers provide their labor
to examine expiration
dates of donated products, replenish the stock
of foods to sort, while
others group recycled
boxes and bags. (Photos
by Kristal White)

and determined if the foods met
the standards to be delivered
to local food pantries. Other
students replenished the stock
of foods to sort, while another
group recycled boxes and bags.
At the end of their shift,
the group was told how many
pounds of food that they packed.
The Student Council had a
wonderful time and a lot of
fun working together as a team.
Many of the members noted the
importance of donating foods
that are not expired or damaged.
They will stress this to our school
community when hosting future
canned food drives.
This was the Student

Council’s second visit the food
depository. They visited to deliver the canned goods collected
at the school and to help the
citizens of Chicago to receive
nutritious food, who may be
struggling to make ends meet.
The Greater Chicago Food
Depository is Cook County’s
local food bank. They provide
food for hungry people while
striving to end hunger in our
community, the organization’s
website states. Working with
a network of more than 700
partner agencies and programs
including food pantries, soup
kitchens and shelters, they distribute 160,000 meals every day.
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Some say being fashionable means being tasteful, too
By Ali Scott
and Alexus Ellerbe

F

ashion is all about being
original, however, people
believe some outfits are becoming too flashy or revealing or
even hard to look at.
Security officer Marge
Broadway has developed a
disdain for the fashion girls
and boys are sporting inside the
school nowadays. She believes
that the girls’ clothing are too
revealing.
“I think the young ladies
should not wear belly tops or
crop tops,” Broadway said. “I
don’t think they should wear
what’s too revealing. I think crop
tops are too revealing. I think it
doesn’t give off a good reflection
of the student. It might give the
wrong message people who are
looking at them because if you’re
showing off too much, it might
just give off a negative vibe for
you as a person.”
English teacher Gerald Otis
Winston III agrees with the
officer.
“Young ladies, you need to
cover up and leave something to
the imagination,” Winston said.
“I mean, really! If you show all
that you got, a man won’t really
want you. Leave something to
the imagination. Make them
come after you and make them
work hard to see what you really
got instead of just showing your
body. I mean why would a man
buy the cow when he can get the
milk for free?”
Broadway also said the boys’
clothing choices are objectionable.
“The young men should
definitely wear belts,” the officer
said. “They should never let their
pants sag or hang below their
knees because that also gives out
a different message. You may be a
very good student, but with your
pants hanging and your underwear showing--I’m only paying
attention to that and I’m not
looking at that you might be a
quite intelligent person. You definitely should not sag your pants.
I think that they should not wear
hats turned to the side because
that gives off the vibe that they
might be involved in some illegal
activities, maybe a gang involvement. I’m all for uniforms.”

Winston also believes that
sagging pants on young men is
getting ridiculous.
“The sagging of the pants
is going way too far,” he said.
“Have a at least a little decency.
Their pants are sometimes down
to their knees. I don’t want to see
your undies and boxers. Half of
the time they’re dirty or stained
and sometimes there’s a little
crack back there too. If you gonna sag your pants, please make
sure your underwear doesn’t have
holes in them.”
Broadway suggests that everyone can wear clothing of their
choosing, but as long as the outfit
is tasteful.
“Anyone with any body type
can wear anything,” she said. “It’s
just I don’t think anyone should
wear anything too tight. It’s all
about self-confidence no matter
what your body type is. If you’re
a bigger person as opposed to a
smaller person, if you feel confident in that outfit, and you wear
it with confidence, that says a
lot. I just hate when wear outfits
that are too revealing. It sets off
a different tone than they want
to present to a person. But again,
anybody with any body type can
wear anything as long as it’s in
good taste.”
Winston is in agreement
with Broadway.
“Just make yourself look
respectable and stop trying
to make a spectacle,” he said.
“People want to make an expression through their clothes, but
just make sure it’s tasteful. That’s
all. That’s all I could say.”
Gym teacher Joel Ricks
has acknowledged the fashion
choices students make before
attending to school; however, he
is indifferent about it.
“I believe in most situations
students to wear what they want,
but a lot of the time you see a
lot of these teens who obviously
didn’t walk past their parents
when they walked out their door
this morning,” he said. “We obviously have the young black man
with his pants hanging around
his ankles and the young lady
who is overexposed and wonders
why she gets treated a certain
way.”
The most important aspect
to Ricks is not what is or isn’t
exposed, but rather how clean a

PROM PREP
Continued from page 7
and that’s exactly how tragedies
occur.”
Making appointments are
very crucial at the beginning of
prom season, because one has to
make sure that you are able to
have your stuff done on time.
“I’d say in April you should
start making appointments for
hair and makeup, especially
if the person that’s doing it is
very popular,” Pepper said. “If
you know they’re going to be
booked, book it ahead of time

to save the trouble because
some proms are on the same
day and you might not be the
only client.”
It’s almost prom season
and something popular usually
happens when it’s this kind of
season. Promposals!
“You should start doing
promposals as early as December because you want to give the
person a heads-up so they won’t
get another date and you would
be left dateless,” Pepper said.

person is.
“I think the most important
thing is cleanliness,” he said. “I
just think that you need to take
care about your personal hygiene.
Some people may dress better
than others because of financial
reasons and some people are not.
So I wouldn’t judge a person by
what they wear, just by the content of their character.”
Ricks’ only word of advice is
to be presentable.
“You do want to dress in
a legitimate matter so that you
aren’t looked at in a certain kind

ing. You just gotta make sure
everything is on point.”
John Umunna, the postsecondary liaison, understands
that style always changes with
the times, but sometimes people
don’t do it appropriately.
“Everyone knows that fashion changes,” he said, “however, I
say that it is quite disturbing that,
in some ways, the fashion that
they’re wearing or the fashion
that they have don’t always represent themselves in the best way.”
He does enjoy some of the
outfit and fashion choices he sees.

money on gym shoes than the
rest of their entire outfit because
sometimes I would see someone
with some J’s, or Jordans, on
and then the rest of their entire
outfit or wardrobe looks like it’s
put well together. So, I wonder if
they focus more on the sneakers as opposed to their entire
wardrobe.”
Umunna adds that he understands the sagging pants trend,
though doesn’t agree with it.
“To be honest with you, to a
degree I can understand the sagging,” he said. “That doesn’t mean

Despite the apparent popularity, many say sagging is far from stylish.
of way,” he said.
Freshman student Brianna
Taylor agrees that presentation is
everything.
“Looking presentable is
the most important thing about
fashion,” she said. “It’s not always
about what clothes you’re wear-

“Some of the fashion does
intrigue me,” Umunna said. “I
love it when I see students that
are interested in shoes or students that have a unique way of
expressing themselves, especially
in fashion. I sometimes wonder,
though, if they’re spending more

that I accept it, but I can understand it. I think that sagging, in a
way, is meant to draw attention.
It’s meant to say ‘I don’t care.’ In

Please turn to page 9 for

BE TASTEFUL,
NOT TRASHY

GETTING ACCEPTANCE
Continued from page 5
he was very proud about his
acceptances.
“When I received my acceptance letters, I was excited
because I know that’s all seniors been talking about and
worried about since senior
year started,” senior Corey
Shannon said.
One senior thought that
what you put in is what you
get out.
“You can’t be mad at yourself if you don’t get accepted
into some schools,” senior
David Street said. “It’s all
about what you put in. If you
put in hard work and you were
dedicated throughout your
high school years, then, yeah,
you deserve to get accepted,
but if you didn’t, then you can’t
do nothing about that.”
Umanna agreed.
“Students come in, and
it’s no easy task to go through

the college process, and I think
a lot of the seniors learned that
this year,” he said. “And after all
of their sweat and labor, they
receive their acceptance letter
and they are excited about it and
I’m excited about it with them,
because it’s also a reflection of
hard work that Morgan Park
High School has done to prepare
them for life after high school.”
According to Umanna, the
students who have been on top
of their college stuff deserve to
be commended.
“I think that there should
be something celebrating the
students that have been taking
care of things they need to this
year,” he said. “I understand that
some students have went above
and beyond in terms of following up with their counselor and
submitting their award letters,
so I definitely want to reward or
have something for them.”

However many students
seems to worry about the cost
of their tuition.
“Almost all of them offered
me scholarships, but some of
them aren’t really worth much
because it only take like $5,000
off a $35,000 tuition,” senior
Gabriel Sanders.
On the other hand, some
students received scholarships,
including Arionna Moss who
was granted a Posse Foundation scholarship that covers
full-tuition for four years,
worth over $100,000.
“Besides the Posse, the
other scholarships I have
received focuses on different
schools,” she said. “Loyola
gave me a scholarship that
was $20,000 a year, then on
top of that, I would get other
money that was merit-based,
and DePaul [University] gave
me $10,000 a year as well.”

FEATURES
EMPEHI News

09

M A R C H

2 0 1 7

Where to begin: promposals, dresses, a date
By Destinee Owens
and Kiah Nason

P

rom is only two months
away, and with maintaining attendance and grades,
students are having a hard time
preparing for the big event. With
only 87 days remaining—ticktock—until Friday, May 26,
many need to realize prom is approaching quicker than expected.
Prom preparedness can be
stressful, but with the proper
time-management, it should be a
night to remember with fondness, not fear.
“Prom is really stressful, especially for someone who has no
date and doesn’t know what color
they want to wear,” senior Raven
Powell admitted, “but I’m in the
process of getting everything
right and I’m excited.”
Unless they are planning on
going stag, many students have

yet to accomplish the most important thing: getting a date!
“I currently don’t have a
prom date right now, and I need
to find one because it’s almost
about that time,” senior Tavoris
McCullough said.
With so many popular colors trending and so many dresses
in style this year, finding the
right one is hard for some.
“I’m getting my dress
custom-made, but finding a color
is hard,” senior Mercedes Jenkins
lamented. “I’m stuck between
maroon, silver, green, and black.”
Speaking of dresses, many
girls are torn between purchasing
an off-the-rack dress or having
one tailor-made from scratch.
“I was a little scared to have
my dress custom-made just
because of the fear of it not being
ready in time, but I have not seen
any dresses in stores that catch
my eye,” Powell said. “Picking

Military an option for
some after high school
By Rodney Ingram
and Jeremiah Harris

C

hicago Public Schools
(CPS) officials typically direct high school students
to focus on attending college
or a university in pursuit of an
academic degree, but, really, it’s
not for everyone. Some may be
more apt in a vocational career,
like carpentry or plumbing,
while others see joining a
branch of the armed forces as
a viable option.
What is the military? Basically, the U.S. Armed Forces
are made up of the five armed
service branches: Air Force,
Army, Coast Guard, Marine
Corps, and Navy.
The Army offers many

incentives for those who want
to go to college.
“Some of benefits include
that the Army will pay for
four years of college,” JROTC
Sgt. James Buchanan said.
According to Buchanan,
the armed forces helps those
who sign-up in multiple ways.
“The military helps
in life-situations through
discipline, to be more alert of
your surroundings, and also
helps you make better lifedecisions,” he said.
While some may believe
that any warm body can enlist,
that is pretty far from reality;
the military can be just as tough

Please turn to page 10 for
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a dress is the hardest process,
especially when you are a picky
person.”
Although females are concerned about their dresses, boys
are concerned about the vehicles.
“I’m just going along with
whatever color she picks or
whatever type of style, as long as
I pick the car,” senior Delonte
Upshaw said.
Then, of course, as the
process leading up to prom has
become just as—if not more so—
hyped up as the dance itself, the
expectation of an over-the-top
invitation to prom has become

the norm.
“I’ve always seen girls on
Twitter getting promposals, and
I thought it would be so cute if I
got one,” Powell said. “I think it’s
something all girls want.”
Similarly, some expect a
promposal because of the excitement it brings and how special it
would likely make them feel.
“I would not expect a prom,
but not anything extreme,”
senior Destinee Owens said. “I
would love to be surprised by my
boyfriend for the fun of it, and
it will make me more excited for
prom. It is nice seeing how boys

are doing pretty promposals for
their dates.
On the other hand, some
girls don’t expect it at all.
“I don’t expect a promposal
just because he’s my boyfriend,
he knows I’m his date, and so do
I, so it’s overrated,” senior Kyren
Mason said.
Still others are looking past
the prom and onto whatever parties are held later that night.
“I’m more excited about the
after-party, how fun it’s going
to be, and with it being our last
night being with each other,”
senior Corey Shannon said.

BE TASTEFUL, NOT TRASHY
Continued from page 8
a way, it’s meant to be shameful
and turn it around to make it
into a fashion statement out of
something that’s shameful similar to the way that the N-word
is used. In the same way that the
N-word was derogatory and it
was a negative statement--I see
sagging the same way.”
Umunna further explained what his comparison
means, stating that it’s a
nonverbal expression in some
sort odd way.
“You have different
reasons on why people sag,”
he said. “For example, easy access in jail or that they didn’t
give slaves belts. I’ve heard
different origins of sagging,
but I think the wrong men
has taken sagging and tried
to turn it into something that
positive in a way to say ‘Hey,
I don’t care what you say or
think about me. I’m showing
off one of the most shameful
thing about me, which is my
behind and something that’s
supposed to be covered up,
and I don’t even care if you
see it.’ I understand it even

though I don’t necessarily agree
with it, but I understand it.”
Umunna said he tries to
avoid judging people based on
their appearance, though.
“For me, I’m always looking
at the heart of the people instead
of the outside,” he said. “Fashion
is intriguing. I love fashion. I love
what people wear. I do understand that what people wear
outside is supposed to represent
what you have on the inside, but
it doesn’t always give you the sum
total. I always try to look past
what’s on the outside and try to
understand the person.”
He insists that the most important aspect of clothing oneself
is to be tidy.
“I’ve seen different styles,”
Umunna said. “Even with
me growing up, my style has
changed. So for me, the most
important thing that I can say
for my style is to make sure that
you are neat, that you are clean,
and that you smell good. Then,
of course, you want to make sure
that the fitting on the clothing is
good. I used to wear like urban;
big and baggy clothes. Now that

I’m growing and maturing,
I make sure my clothes are
tailored well to my body.”
Senior student Desire
Mills, who has a love for
fashion, believes that uniqueness is key.
“I think the most important thing about fashion is
that you have your own style,”
Mills said. “You can’t be like
everyone else. Being unique is
the most important thing.”
While being unique is essential to Mills, being tasteful
about it is too.
“I’m not a fan of the
saggy pants,” she said. “I feel
like the pants should be up
especially for boys. For girls--I
like showing a little skin, but
not too much. I don’t like that
show your breasts or stop just
under your breasts. Maybe
mid-stomach is okay, but I
don’t really the overexposure.”
Senior student and football player Eli Brooks advises
they wear what suits them.
“Don’t let your clothes
wear you,” he said. “You wear
your clothes.”

PROM COUNTDOWN
Continued from page 6
and straps remains invisible while
giving you support at the same
time.
When you do find one that
you think will work, make sure
to try it on with your dress when
you get home.
Tip: Fashion or garment tape are
great to have for any fashion fix.
Have your alterations done.
Your seamstress will be busy
at this time of the year with
other prom dresses as well, so
make sure you book early. Don't
forget to bring the shoes and the
bra that you will be wearing with
the dress on your initial appointment.
Make appointments.
Book any hair, waxing, and
nail treatments now, just to make
sure your favorite people are

available during the dates that
you need them.

don’t just drop by Jewel’s flower
department.

Accessories.
Match! You cannot mixand-match your jewelry or have
off-colored hair accessories.
Come on, now!
Shop for a small clutch purse.
You don't have to get one
the same color as your dress. You
could probably get one to match
your shoes. Don’t stress yourself
over it. Try to keep it simple yet
classy.
Order the boutonniere.
Yes, he needs a flower, too.
This floral decoration worn
by men should be ordered in
advance through a quality florist;

Alterations.
Try on your dress, shoes, undergarments and jewelry to make
sure everything works together.
Break’em in.
Please don’t come to prom
unable to walk in your own
shoes. I promise someone will
treat you as you wobble by, and
more than likely, you will cause
yourself injury with big watery
blisters. It's good to wear your
new shoes around the house to
stretch them out a bit. If you
think they are still a little too
snug, take them to a shoe repair
shop and have them stretched
out a littlle bit on one of their
shoe stretchers.

Don't panic. Really.
Do not nag your date! Do
not stuff your face the night
before! Do not get into a fight!
Appointments.
Make sure you have one!
Corsage.
Remind your date to pick
his up for you. Hope he already
ordered it!
Tuxedo.
Make sure he has it, but
don’t nag.

Prom day is here!
Sew-ins and finger nails.
First thing you should be
preparing for when you get up

that morning.
Eat something decent.
Read again: Eat something,
not a whole meal. You’re being
fed at the dance.
Pick up your date's
boutonniere; bring prom package.
Don't forget
makeup, perfume,
money, tickets,
drivers license,
school I.D., a small
camera, ahem,
safety accessories, and your
charged phone.
And most important of all,
have a fun time and don't forget
to take lots of pictures! Make
sure you get in Majeske’s face for
your photo-op for the newspaper
or next year’s yearbook. He’ll
love it.
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Some weigh benefits Food shortages lead to some
of a junior prom
cafeteria complaints
By Koury Booker
and Kendra Moore

W

ith no homecoming or
dances held this year,
with the exception of the senior
prom in May, some suggest that
perhaps there should be a junior
prom.
“I feel like [the school]
should because It would make
Morgan Park a [more enjoyable]
school,” junior Kayla Carter said.
Another junior student
agreed.
“I think a junior prom would
be nice, and I think being able
to do prom twice will make
students want to do better in
classes,” junior Makeda Thomas.
Carter offered a possible
location on where such a dance
should be.
“It should be located at the
same place the seniors have their
prom at,” Carter said.
Junior Morgan Norris sug-

gested a different spot.
“Prom should be on the Odyssey cruise downtown,” Norris said.
However, some disagree on
having a junior prom because it
should be a senior-incentive only.
“I don’t think juniors should
have a prom because it should only
a senior privilege,” Norris said.
In order to make a valid decision on the subject, a poll should
be taken, according to one teacher.
“I think there schools be a
survey based on how many students would like to attend, then
they should base the decision
on the results,” English teacher
Devon Jankovich said.
On the contrary, teachers
feels that having a junior prom
would spoil the excitement of
senior year incentive.
“Juniors shouldn’t be able to
go to prom, because they won’t be

Please turn to page 11 for
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MILITARY MOVE
Continued from page 9
when reviewing an application
as many colleges are, according
to Military.com feature whose
headline reads, “Fewer Than
One in Three Young Americans
Can Join Military.”
“The Army says about 28
percent of people who apply
are rejected because they are
overweight or have behavior
problems,” the online story
reads. “Others are not permitted to join because they have a
criminal record or a history of
drug abuse. Some are rejected
because they are unable to
meet the military’s academic
requirements. One-quarter of
the high school graduates who
take the Army’s math and
reading test fail it.”
Students gave a few suggestions why they decided to attend
the military after high school.
“I want to try different
opportunities, like the Air
Force, because I…feel like
it’s a better advantage,” senior
D’angelo Jones said.
Some see the military as
an opportunity to help them
get a college education and
pursue a better and safer career.
“I decided to go to the
military because it is a good
decision for college uses only,”
Jones said. “They offer a fouryear free scholarship plan, and
what really made me commit to going is that I will be
getting paid while attending
school.”
Each branch of service
offers unique programs that
can help with tuition for
anything from professional
certifications to a graduate
degree, according to the U.S.

Department of Defense’s Today’s Military.com website.
“The Post-9/11 GI Bill,
which became effective on
Aug. 1, 2009, has the most
comprehensive education benefits package since the original
GI Bill was signed into law in
1944,” the website explains.
“As of Aug. 1, 2011, the Post9/11 GI Bill will now pay all
public school in-state tuition
and fees. The full benefit
amount an individual can
receive includes tuition and
fees payment (not to exceed
the highest public in-state
undergraduate tuition and fees
in each state); a living stipend
(equivalent to basic housing
allowance in that ZIP code for
an E-5 with dependents); and
an allowance for books and
supplies ($1,000 per year).”
Some are not mainly
attracted to the military just
for the excitement, but for the
benefits to help in a better
career.
“I choose to attend the
military for the benefits the
military can offer,” senior Justin Harris said. “The military
will offer a perfect opportunity to attend college for four
years; I will pursue a career in
engineering.”
In the military people learn
new techniques and how to
defend themselves. It teaches
people new things and help
them better themselves.
“I decided the best position
in the military is the Marines,
because I love being in the
water and having tasks on land,
actually being in the action,”
Harris said.

By Brian Lee
and Darryl Randolph

I

magine you’ve been
waiting all day to eat
and you get to lunch and you
see they are out of food.
Surprisingly, during the
seventh period lunch, the cafeteria occasionally runs out of
food because they have seventh
and eighth graders and seniors
in one lunch period and expect
everyone to eat, making the
students upset because many
wait all day to eat because they
are the last lunch period.
“I’ll be mad,” senior Faith
Cassell said.
Even the lunchroom
attendants feel that it is not
fair that the students do not
get much to eat that day when
various offerings run out.
“All the kids don’t get a
chance to eat and it makes me
upset because it’s my job to
feed the kids,” lunchroom at-

tendant Tawanda Robinson said.
Most things that the cafeteria
will not have by the end of the
lunch periods are usually the most
popular items, including chicken
tenders, pizza, nachos, chicken
nuggets, French fries, apples,
chicken, and chocolate milk.
“Not everybody gets food
[on some days], and when they
run out of food, I have huge
headaches,” Cassell said.
Some of the lunchroom attendants feel like they don’t run
out of food because they have
multiple servings to give, and
the kids are just picky when it to
come to eating.
“What do you mean the
lunchroom always runs out of
food,” lunchroom manager Howard Nelson asked when asked
about food being short. “In what
periods, because there’s no way,
because some of y’all get doubles
and triples. Let me explain to
you…the menu is filled with four
entries, and with every entry made

there are certain types that
are made for everyone from
third to seventh [period, but
students] take all the nachos,
and there goes the nachos.”
The cafeteria can’t provide
only the most popular menu
items; there has to be some
variety offered.
“I’m not going to make
two portions of food what they
like, because that’s not how it
works,” Nelson said. “I have to
make other foods to get y’all
to eat because we can’t serve
[only] the same item that the
person likes to eat.”
But then there are some
students who really don’t care
about the food and will just
wait until the end of the day to
get something they really like.
“I couldn’t care less [about
the cafeteria running out of
food] to be honest, because I
can always go to 19 Paul or
Wings Around the World,”
junior Koby Allen said.

Who will be the favorite
in March Madness tourney?
By Jarred Edwards
and Jawon Denton

L

et the madness—that is,
the NCAA March Madness—begin!
This season, college basketball has been more exciting than
ever, there is no for sure winner this year with all the talent
spread out amongst each team
only thing fans can do with your
favorite team is hope and pray.
Selection Sunday kicks-off
the collegiate playoffs on March
12, with the First Four played
on March 14-15. Teams will go
head-to-head throughout the
month, knocking each other out
of the bracket, heading into the
much-anticipated Final Four
(April 1 and 3).
Fans, who are, by definition,
fanatical, often think they know
who is going to win it all, with
some—mistakenly—believing
they can actually pick the perfect
bracket, predicting who will win
in each and every match-up.
“The odds of picking a
perfect bracket in the NCAA
men’s basketball tournament are
really, really small,” a write-up
on the NCAA website explains.
“So small, in fact, that many
mathematicians differ on the
actual estimation of the odds.
Some believe it’s as low as 1 in
9,223,372,036,854,775,808 (or 1
in 9.2 quintillion, for those who
skipped the last 18 digits), while
others…think it’s as “high” as 1
in 128 billion.”
But looking ahead this
post-season, teams like Duke and
Kentucky who have completely

dominated everyone and outscored their opponents almost
every game last year aren’t even
in the Final 8 prediction ranking,
as of now.
“There’s no team you can say
you know for sure they’re going
to win this year,” security guard
Christian Hopkins said, “ because
you have teams like the UCLA
Bruins, Baylor Bears, Oregon
Ducks, and the Gonzaga Bulldogs
who just came out of nowhere
and made names for themselves.
You can’t count any team out this
season. Those players come out
and compete as well as put on
a show for fans every time they
touch the court. This year it takes
a lot to beat every team, and I
love it because it makes the game
so much more fun to watch than
previous years where every game
is just a blow out.”
The No. 1 ranked team to
this point is Gonzaga, a team
that usually doesn’t even show up
in the top 10 rankings. This has
been a great year for them so far
being the only undefeated team
in the top 10.
“Gonzaga is definitely who
I got winning it all this year
it’s hard not to go with them,”
Hopkins said. “They are the only
team that has shown every night
on that court that they cannot be
beat. They simply do whatever it
takes to win.”
Villanova and Kansas are
not far behind, being ranked No.
2 and 3 behind Gonzaga. Villanova has the second best overall
record, only losing two games
this season.
“The two loses Villanova

have suffered could have been
prevented by small tweaks in the
game plan,” senior college ball
fan Alan Taylor said. “Those loses
could’ve easily been wins, they just
came up a couple points short. I
think them two loses helped them
grow as a team, now they are on
the road to finishing the season
off strong with a championship.”
No. 3 ranked Kansas only
have one more lost than the
Villanova Wildcats. They are
definitely a team to beat this
season, as well. Coming off the
nail-biting win against Duke,
77-75. They fell short to Indiana
103-99 in their last game.
“The game Kansas played
against Indiana was exciting but
they didn’t come in clutch when
they really needed to to win the
game,” Taylor said. “Kansas has a
lot of weapons they just have to
use them correctly.”
This season’s playoffs will be
something to watch with all the
competitive teams fighting for
hardware to bring back to their
school. Last year, Villanova won
it all in the Final Four series in
Houston, Texas. They defeated
North Carolina, 77-74, in a
closely contested battle.
“Villanova won it all [in
2016], but this year, I don’t think
they have all the pieces they need
to do it again,” Hopkins said.
“Gonzaga, on the other hand, has
the explosive offense and the solid defense they need to finish off
their run to the championship.
They have the ability to move
the ball around and dominate in
the paint. That’s why I have to go
with Gonzaga.”

SPORTS NEWS
EMPEHI News

Brady-Belichick may have
led greatest Super Bowl ever
By Christian Peters
and Lawrence Harrell

F

irst, it looked like a complete blowout, but then
it became perhaps the
greatest comeback in
Super Bowl history.
While the New
England Patriots’ victory over the Atlanta
Falcons in Super Bowl
LI in Houston last
month, 34-28, was
generally expected by
most NFL fans, how
they won was really the
big news of the day.
While being behind until the
last 57 seconds of the entire game,
veteran QB Tom Brady and New
England stormed back with one
of the most epic rallies a sports
fan will ever see, forcing the first
overtime game in Super Bowl
history and eventually coming
away with the fifth championship
of the highly-successful Brady
and coach Bill Belichick era.
This was one of the greatest
comebacks of all time in the history of the NFL championship,
according to many who stayed
tune until the very end of the
Sunday night event.
“I will say this was the best
Super Bowl so far because of
how Patriots came back from
a 25-point deficit to beat the
Falcons…after I thought the game
was over with,” senior Mustangs
running back Corey Shannon said.
Fans said the astonishing
rally is what made this year’s
game the greatest.
“The comeback was a major
factor why this Super Bowl is
considered the greatest,” senior
Mustangs wide receiver Kenneth Blue said, “because its was
considered over at halftime, but,
of course, Tom Brady came on
top and made history.”
Atlanta seemed to be in
full-control the entire first half,
running up the score 21-3, and
closed the halfway mark with a
pick- six, leaving New England
looking like a team that was
utterly lost: Brady was visibly
sweating bullets, while Belichick

could often be seen writing furiously on his clipboard.
To make matters worse,
Falcon QB Matt Ryan tossed a
6-yard pass halfway through the
third quarter, bringing the score
to 28-3, a deficit that had never
been overcome by any team in
the title game’s 51-year history.
Some fans saw that TD as
the final straw and tuned the
TV off—a mistake, according to journalism teacher Keith
Majeske.
“I was flipping back-andforth between the game and other
programs during most of the first
half because it looked like a boring blowout—the New England
magic looked all but used up,”
Majeske said. “After that last Falcon TD in the third—and after
that terrible halftime show—not
only did I turn the game off, I
stopped and deleted the recording
I was making of the game. Oops;
big mistake.”
At that point, New England put on the mother of of all
rallies, starting with a TD with
just over two minutes left in the
third. The Pats turned it on and
put on a football clinic, on both
sides of the ball, shutting down
the Falcon offense while putting
up 19 points in the final quarter
to tie the game.
This all led to overtime,
where Brady drove methodically
down the field, dishing the ball
off to running back James White
for a 2-yard score for the win, a
victory which devastated Atlanta
fans who have never seen the

team win a Super Bowl trophy.
“I watched the whole game,
[but] it was a disappointment,”
senior Jalend Morris said. “I
was rooting for the Falcons they
started off strong; I
thought [the 28-3
lead] secured their
victory and would
give Falcons quarterback Matt Ryan his
first ring and win the
Super Bowl, but they
blew the lead, let the
Patriots catch up, and
put the game into
overtime.”
The first and last
time Atlanta played for the title
was in Super Bowl XXXIII versus the Denver Broncos in 1999,
losing 34-19.
At least one anti-Pats fan
claimed the victory was probably
stolen, thanks largely to the infamous history of Belichick taking
advantage of every edge he
can—even those many consider
unethical and unfair.
“It was definitely rigged
because the refs with them crazy
play calls and the Falcons not
playing good in the fourth quarter, but playing great in the first
three quarters,” senior fan Justyn
Harris said. “I hate the Patriots
‘cause they’re always cheating
and find a way to win.”
Long-time pro football fans,
who have witnessed many great
Super Bowl match-ups, mostly
agree that this one was among
the best; however, there is one
that was played 31 years ago
that is technology teacher John
Genell’s No. 1 choice.
“I feel this [year’s] was a
great Super Bowl, but my favorite and best, in my opinion, was
Super Bowl XX with the 1985
Chicago Bears,” he said. “They
had so many weapons on offense
and had the best defense that
year and proved it.
The Bears, then in their first
Super Bowl ever, embarrassed
the Patriots—also in their first
championship appearance—
dominating them for the biggest
blowout in the title game’s 20
years (as of 1986), 46-10.

SEEKING STATE
Continued from page 12
so when I tell them stuff they
listen to me because they know
it isn’t anything personal and
that I’m trying to help them
get better.”
Junior Tamell Pearson feels
their biggest advantage over opponents is their height advantage.
“Well, we have a big lineup,”
Pearson said. “6’ 9” , 6’ 8”, 6’ 7”,
6’ 4” so we are really bigger than
most teams in the state.”
The players he is referring to
is senior forward Lenell Henry,
Burrell, 6junior forward Cam

Burrell, and Dosunmu, respectively.
Although the media displays the Mustangs in a negative
way Coach Irvin always keeps his
team together and focused.
“I just try to tell them to
stay grounded,” Irvin said. “I
always tell them to put the team
first and worry about personal
accolades later. Play as one and
be as one.”
As a player, Dosunmu said
he doesn’t really focus on how
the media portrays the team.

“I mean I don’t really look
at the controversy off the court,”
Dosunmu said. “I just look to
play hard every game like it’s my
last game and just go out there
and compete.”
Junior Guard Kenyon Dulling takes pride in his defense.
“I know defense wins
games—well, championships I
should say,” Dullings said. “It
comes down to who can get a
stop, and at the end of the day
whoever gets the stop wins the
basketball game.”
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NBA fans’ All-Star
predictions mostly
bounce off the rim
By Allen Simpson
and Deandre Ames

I

f you are a diehard basketball fan, you know
that the most highly anticipated weekend sporting event
for the NBA in the world was
held in mid-February at the
Smoothie King Center.
The event-filled February weekend featured plenty
of hardwood excitement, the
highlight was the ridiculously high-scoring All-Star
game itself, with the Western
Conference earning boasting
rights, winning 192-182 in
New Orleans. In what was the
66th edition of the exhibition
game, which was first played
back in 1951, it was the highest
point total ever (374), beating
last year’s then-best 369 points.
The West’s 196 in 2016 is the
most for any team to ever score.
While the West has
bested the East in seven of the
last 10 years, the East holds a
37-29 overall lead.
The winner of this year’s
All Star game MVP was Anthony Davis, dunk contest was
Glenn Robinson III, while the
three-point shootout winner
went to Eric Gordon.
In the week before the
game, Mustangs starting shooting guard Cam Irvin offered his
prediction for the MVP.
“I would say that’s going
to Russell Westbrook because of the hard work he has
shown so far to even get to
the All Star game,” he said.
Mustangs varsity boys
basketball coach Nick Irvin offered his opinion on how many
points Westbrook would score.
“I believe he is going to strive for 50 points
in the game but most likely
he is going to score in the
mid 40’s,” he said, who also
expected Derrick Jones Jr. to
win the dunk contest (nope)
and Devin Booker to win the
three-point contest (uh-uh).
Again, leading up to

the game, physical education
teacher Joel Ricks called who
would win the dunk contest.
“Imma have to go with
Glenn Robinson the third,
since his dad is a pretty cool
dunker too,” Ricks said.
The PE teacher was off
with his prediction on who
was going to win the threepoint shooting, though.
“I’m looking forward for
Klay Thompson to win because
he is a good three-pointer, and
he doesn’t hesitate for anything—if he is confident, he
is going to take the best shots
and not rush them,” Ricks said.
His prediction for MVP
was practically a cliche.
“If the East win I will
have to go with Lebron James,
but if the West wins, I will
more than likely go with James
Harden,” he said.
Senior Jalen Morris expected an Los Angeles Clipper
to win the dunk contest.
“Imma have to go with
DeAndre Jordan because he
has a lot of vertical and can get
above the rim, and also he has
hang time so he can switch the
dunk up in mid air,” he said.
Being that the senior
thought the East would win,
he expected a Cleveland Cavalier to get the MVP pick.
“On the East, I will have
to go with Kyrie Ervin because
how fast he is and how he can
get down the court and dish
the ball for assist and how
many times he can get to the
free throw line,” Morris said.
Dean of Students lance Irvin
made his prediction in the dunk
contest based on his historical
knowledge of the annual game.
“I will be going with
Zach Lavine—that’s my dark
horse—but I’ll have to go with
Eric Gordon because people
have have to know the history,”
he said. “There’s only has been
two tall guys to pull off the
dunk contest before him, and
the way he’s been dunking—
it’s incredible.”

JUNIOR PROM?
Continued from page 10
as excited to go as the would
by going for one-time only,”
said film studies and English
teacher, Vera Williams.
Another reason against
the idea comes down to money.
“Nobody wants to pay for
the same thing twice, so we
might as well [only] ay senior
year,” junior Christopher Phillips said.
But a junior prom prob-

ably wouldn’t nor shouldn’t
be as costly as a senior prom,
according to Senior Class
sponsor Kandice Morgan,
who is also the coordinator of
the senior dance.
“The junior prom doesn’t
have to be big as the senior
prom,” Morgan said. “It can
be something little that we
can have…a junior sponsor
put it together.”
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PUBLIC LEAGUE CHAMPS! Front row: Kieanna Jackson, Briah Wesby, and Auianna Hankins; back
row: Coach Wafer Carter, Najee Bynum, Kierra Jackson, Kalynnn Bynum (with plaque), Assistant
Coach Gemise, Alexis Pugh (with plaque), and Adrienne Polonio.

he Lady Mustangs bowling team brought home
their 12th city title last month
for only the second time in the
last 10 years.
MP took the Public League
championship in the three-game
series by a total of 2,598 pins.
The second place team, the Taft
High School Lady Eagles, was
74 pins behind. The third place
team, the Lindblom Lady Eagles,
were 225 pins back.
The last time the Lady
Mustangs earned a city title was
in 2011, when MP blew away
the competition with a total of
2554 pins. The then-second place
team, Gwendolyn Brooks College Preparatory, was a distant
243 pins behind.
“When it was most important, the girls not only showed
up, they showed out,” the head
coach wrote in a text. “I’m very
proud of all of them--congrats,
ladies.”
Two Lady Mustangs led

all bowlers in the title event.
Freshman Adrienne Polonio was
the No. 1 roller who had a 610
series; she crashed the pins best
in Game 2 with a 234--the third
best game of the day. This was
only one pin short of the second
best game among all bowlers
in the entire series, rolled by a
Kenwood Lady Bronco.
Polonio enjoyed a solid 203
average; again, best in city. She
had a 171-234-205 series.
However, it was senior
Alexis Pugh who took the event’s
high game, knocking down 254
in Game 2. Pugh was the No. 2
overall best bowler on the day
with a 603--just seven pins back
of Polonio.
Pugh put up a 201 average;
again, second best in city. She
had a 187-254-162 series.
The third place overall
bowler was from Taft. She rolled
a 222-169-181, a 587 series. The
Lady Eagle was a distant 23 pins
back.

Mustangs fall short in Public League
title game, head into state playoffs
By Alexis Pollard
and Alan Taylor

D

espite high hopes and
expectations, the boys
varsity Mustangs basketball
team lost in a see-saw battle
to arch rival Simeon in the
Public League title game at
Chicago State University,
68-64, sending the team onto
their quest for a state championship trophy.
The winner was in question throughout the hardfought battle on the hardwood, as the lead changed
hands seven times through
the course of the No. 4 seeded
Mustangs (19-6) and the
No. 5 Wolverines (24-3). The
team even had the lead with
under two minutes to play, but
Simeon put the nails in the
coffin with a bucket and a pair
of free throws.
Lead scorers on the night
were junior combo guard Ayo
Dosunmu with a team-high
16 points, followed closely by
senior power forward Melo
Burrell with 15.
The Mustangs hoped to
win city despite their loss last
year in the Final Four, also
against the nemesis Wolverines, which featured another
nail-biter, 74-72.
Despite winning the
IHSA Class 3A title for two
consecutive years (2013, 2014)
and placed third in 2015, a
Public League trophy has

been just out of reach the home
squad. The boys haven’t won a
city championship since 2010,
then being led by forward Wayne
Blackshear who dropped in the
game-winner with seconds to go
against the Marshall Commandos, 61-60.
The team expects to rebound
from last postseason’s abrupt
conclusion. It was then that the
No. 2-ranked Mustangs fell short
of reaching the IHSA Class
3A championship tournament
for the first time in three years
thanks to an upset by No. 17
Lincoln-Way West Warriors in
the Joliet Central Supersectional
in mid-March, 68-60.
But now, as the Mustangs
now march onto the IHSA stage,
the main goal is to go undefeated
for the rest of the postseason.
“I mean that’s the goal,”
Dosunmu said. “It’s about going
undefeated because we want to
win city and state. If everyone
does their job, I think at the end
of the year we will be happy.”
The standout junior knows
the team has a goal and does
his best to make sure they reach
those goals.
“We just come in and practice,” Dosunmu said. “We have
to remain focused because we
know the team has an overall
goal of winning a city and state
championship. I’m really cool
with everybody on the team
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Senior power forward Lenell Henry drives past a pair of Wolverine defenders for a bucket during last week’s Public League title game at Chicago State University. The Mustangs lost in a
close one, 68-64. (Photo by Brandon Taylor)

