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CPS to stay open through
school year, mayor says
After failed
lawsuit,
mayor now
says they
will ‘find the
resources’

Champion
Mustangs to
get their rings

conference from City Hall that
Chicago Public Schools (CPS)
will remain open through until
the end of the school year.
Despite a lingering threat by
CPS CEO Forrest Claypool that
the district could close as early as
June 1 if a lawsuit over unequal
funding against the state failed-which it did--the mayor said
students will remain in school
through June 20.
“The kids in the City of
Chicago will be in school till
the end of the school year; that
is where they belong,” Emanuel
said as he pounded his hand on

S c h o o l
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JROTC sponsors
annual blood drive

the podium in emphasis.
Two hours earlier, the Chicago Board of Education learned
that it had failed in its bid to
immediately win more money for
the district, after Cook County
Judge Franklin Ulyses Valderrama
denied the motion for an injunction seeking to bar the state from
distributing education funds in a
discriminatory manner.
But despite that decision, it
appears that there is hope that

Please turn to page 5 for

FULL SCHOOL
YEAR

Students aid in local
fight against hunger

Junior donor Tyler Willis has his blood prescreened by
medical technician Judy Ela during last week’s blood
drive held in the Social Room. Over 60 students and staff
signed up in advance of the event to volunteer to have
their blood taken by Heartland Blood Center medical
workers. (Photo by Karrion Calvin)

By Karrion Calvin

T

he JROTC held their
annual blood drive on
Wednesday, April 26 in the
Social Room in an effort to
help donate blood and raise
awareness of the importance
of giving it.
Heartland Blood Center worked closely with the
JROTC who sponsored the
important event. Heartland is
located on 16100 Centennial
Circle in Tinley Park, Illinois.
This is the seventh year
that the blood drive has been

hosted solely by the JROTC.
They have been a part of the
drive for many years, but they
decided to take on the project
as a solo sponsor. They use
the event as a service learning project for their JROTC
members.
Lieutenant Colonel (ret.)
Jeffrey Kochheiser, head of
JROTC, coordinated the
event partly because of the
insistence of his students.
“We sponsor several ser-

Please turn to page 2 for

BLOOD DRIVE

Students earn
while they learn
Senior Mykiera Holder (center), flanked by senior Essence Nelson and sophomore Kassandra Reyes bag of dried pinto beans at the Greater Chicago Food Depository in early spring.
These legumes are an inexpensive protein source that’s high in fiber. (Photo by service
learning coach Angela Gipson)

S

tudents and staff
members at MPHS
have always taken great pride
in helping and supporting the
community, and this school year
it was further extended through
classroom-based service learning. Freshman students, within
their English I class, investigated and researched the effects
of hunger locally and globally.
Some students demon-

strated action by either donating
perishable food items and/or
volunteering at the Greater Chicago Food Depository (4100 W.
Ann Lurie Place) where students
packed 5,832 pounds of pinto
beans, which equals 1,944 bags
for a total of 162 cases. According
to a representative of the Greater
Food Depository, “This will
provide 20,110 meals for those in
need throughout Cook County.”

Part of the reason that the
mission was taken on was to
educate students that hunger
is a significant local issue.
“A lot of our students
did not realize the severity
of hunger, and that it is an
epidemic within local com-

Please turn to page 3 for

PROVIDING
HELP

First period Theory of Knowledge seniors DaKyla Tall, Shelbi
Winston-Batts, Jamari Brown, and Jacquelyn Dixon proudly hold
envelopes containing a $100 bill, their reward for winning a
business development challenge project. For more, see

STUDENTS EARN $100 on page 3.

OPINION
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BLOOD DRIVE
Continued from page 1

Senior Cameron Thomas has his blood drawn during the blood
drive. (Photo by Karrion Calvin)
vice learning projects every year,
and student leaders decided that
they wanted to continue the process of the project of the blood
drive because they had done it in
the past years and thought it was
worth while,” Kochhesier said.
With around 60 students
and staff members prepared to
donate, it turned out to be a very
busy day, the retiried colonel said.
“We were able to keep the
beds full the whole time the
blood people were there,” he said.
“Based on past history, about half

the students got turned away
for low iron or other medical reasons, or they didn’t have the right
paperwork, so we pretty much
doubled booked the beds so we
made sure we keep them full.
But the more kids were prepared
and more qualified this year than
usual, so it ended up as a backlog.
We ended up canceling seventh
and eighth period and they
were disappointed they couldn’t
donate. But the bottom line is we
maximized the amount of blood
given.”
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Advance planning helped to
make the event work as expected,
Kochheiser said.
“We had the cadet leaders
planning it before it happened,
having it coordinated and making sure they had people sign
up,” he said. “So we had a really
dedicated small group of students that worked the sign-ups,
the signs, and then the day of
we actually had more help than
expected.”
This drive, in particular, was
a respectable success, however
there were some who were unable to donate the life-giving
fluid due to various reasons, such
as having tattoos or health issues.
According to Heartland staff
members, deferrals were generally due to either low blood iron.
Not just anyone can give
blood; potential candidates must
go through a thorough prescreening process.
Any person who hoped
to donate had to first read the
Donor Qualification Guide, which
identifies 25 different reasons for
potentially being disqualified. They
include weight restrictions (110
lbs. minimum), diabetes, having
dental surgery in the past 72 hours,
traveling to certain countries
outside the U.S., and being pregnant. Also, those who have had a
tattoo inked in the past 12 months
can’t give, unless sterile, single use
equipment was used.
According to statistics, about
12.6 million units of whole blood
are donated in the United States
each year by about eight million
volunteer blood donors. These
units are transfused to about four
million patients per year.
The uses of blood are
increasing everyday, and according to the American Red Cross,
one pint of blood can save three
people’s lives. Every two seconds
someone needs a blood transfusion and about five million
patients in the US need blood
every year.

news briefs
SERVICE LEARNING NEWS

WARNING:
New Requirements
for Service Learning
Did you know that service learning is one of the CPS
requirements for graduating? A lot of students are unaware that
they must complete classroom-based reflective service learning
projects as a requirement to graduate. No longer can students
gain service learning credit by helping out a teacher with grading papers, cleaning an office, or helping to set-up for an event
at church. Chicago Public Schools (CPS) service learning
requirement is transitioning from hours to classroom-based
projects.
2020 Graduating Class & Beyond
As of the 2016-2017 school year, freshman students are required to complete a minimum of two SL projects: one during
freshmen year and junior year within their required civics class.
In addition, there is a new component to SL entitled, “Volunteer Hours (VH),” which is for students who help out within
the community. Examples of community outreach include
reading to small children, working at a food pantry, and helping senior citizens. Volunteer hours are not included in CPS
required graduation projects; instead, hours are recorded on the
student’s transcript separately from SL.
To receive credit for VH, pre-approval of the project is
required, and students must complete the appropriate SL forms
located at http://www.morganparkcps.org/ and submit to SL
coach Angela Gipson (Room 237). VH is applicable to the
2020 graduating class, and beyond, only.
2016, 2017, 2018 & 2019 Graduating Classes
Because CPS is transitioning from SL hours to classroombased SL projects, current sophomore, junior and senior
students can complete hours and/or projects. For the graduating classes of 2016, 2017, 2018, 2019 (only) students will earn
service-learning from the following options: one classroomintegrated service-learning project plus 25 individual service
hours, or two classroom-integrated service-learning projects
plus 15 individual service hours.
Questions?
Please see your school counselor and/ or service learning
coach Gipson (Room 237) if you have questions. You also may
visit http://cps.edu/ServiceLearning/Pages/ServiceLearning.
aspx additional clarity, information regarding SL forms and
CPS approved agencies.

By Alina Scott
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Students earn $100 while
learning about business
By Rodney Ingram
and Jeremiah Harris

M

oney for learning?
Who knew!
As part of a special
program in two International
Baccalaureate Diploma Program (IBDP) classes, student
groups competed to build the
strongest business plan, while
the winners each received a
cash award of $100 each.
In teacher Alvin James
IBDP Theory of Knowledge
(TOK) 2 classes, held during first and sixth periods,
students were assigned a
project to create their own
business, going through a 30day business cycle (representing one year), learning all the
fundamental steps to create a
business. Each member of the
winning groups were rewarded
last Friday with the cash prize.
“Each class has divided
groups, and whichever group
gathers up the most money
will receive $100 for each
student within that group,”
James said.
The competition and
funding for the mock busi-
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One voice
can have power,
motivational
speaker asserts

Sixth period TOK 2 seniors Vontrice Bobo, Ayanna Williams,
Kenneth Blue, and Mecca Crump after being awarded their cash
prize.
ness project is part of a program
supported through the Greater
Southwest Development Corporation (GSDC), with whom
James’ wife, Christine, the nonprofit’s director of Commercial
and Technology Services and who
provided guidance to the students.
The organization helps community
businesses build from the ground
up by helping them find locations,
financial loans, and prompt their
business on social media.
Groups engaged in role
playing where they were to create

a mock product, but it wasn’t
just that simple. They had to
engage in the same process
real businesses do, including
purchasing material through
wholesalers, going through
the manufacturing process,
eventually “selling” the product to distributors played by
Mr. and Mrs. James.
But to add even more

Please turn to page 4 for

SHOW ME
THE MONEY

PROVIDING HELP
Continued from page 1
munities, such as the city of
Wheaton, Illinois, which is
why the project was extended
to the whole school,” sponsor
and English teacher Angela
Gipson said.
Other organizations, such
as the Student Council and
JROTC, as well as academic
classes, joined this worthy
cause. Additionally, the project
would not have been a success
without the participation of
our sophomores, juniors, and
senior students who, along
with the freshmen, donated
food and completed packets.
Morgan Park High
School donated 87 boxes of
rice, 95 boxes/packages of
pasta, 105 boxes of macaroni
and cheese, 133 packages of
ramen noodles, 31 bottles of
peanut butter, 22 Fruit and
Grain bars, 40 boxes/packets
of oatmeal, 20 boxes of cereal,
three pancake mix packages,
12 cornbread packages, five
cake mix packages, seven instant potatoes containers, nine
boxes of dressing, and four
packets of tuna, all provided
to the Maple/Morgan Park
Community Food Depository (located in the basement
of the Morgan Park United
Methodist Church at 11030
S. Longwood Drive).
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THAT’S A LOT OF FOOD! Hundreds of non-perish-

able food items are gathered in sponsor and
English teacher Angela Gipson’s classroom before being delivered to the Morgan Park Maple
Food Depository. Inset: Seniors Malik Adams
and Katrick Duo (and sophomore James Bolar
facing them) prepare the bulk beans for distribution into smaller bags. Photos by service
learning coach Angela Gipson)

Motivational speaker Brianna Williams refers to an image during
her PowerPoint demonstration while speaking to students in
Blackwelder Hall last Thursday during second period.

By Braijon Carter

I

n an effort to inspire
students that they can be
a force for good, classes were
invited to hear a motivational
speaker in the auditorium last
Thursday.

The special guest, Brianna
Williams, who was born in Japan
and later raised in the DallasFort Worth area, has spent
the last 10 years working with
youth across Texas, according to
librarian Kandice Morgan, who
coordinated the event. She won
Ms. Plus America (a Christian
organization committed to the
plus size woman) in 2011. She
now works in the pageant circuit
around the country and is an
advocate for social change.
All teachers and second
period classes were invited, and
the five teachers who responded
to the request were Mr. Adan
Salgado, Ms. Young, Ms. Dafina
Whitt, Mr. Duc Lee and Mr.
John Genell.
The overall focus of Williams’ speech was to explain to
students that even a single individual can make a difference.
“Although they are one
person, one person can make a
change,” Morgan said in summing up the lecture.
Perhaps the closing message
of the period-long, interactive
lecture was the most powerful
part, according to Morgan.
“People may underestimate
you—even adults and teachers—but not to let that stop you
from doing the things you are
interested in,” she said, “and that
your one voice can open the door
for so many others.”
There is one particularly
takeaway that Morgan hopes
sinks in with the students who
attended.
“I hope that students took
away that, in fact, there can be
a change if it’s something that
they don’t like here at the school
or in their communities,” she
said. “They can come up with a
way they can change what is it
that they don’t like and that they
understand they have a voice and
they should exercise it wisely.”

SCHOOL NEWS
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SHOW ME THE MONEY
Continued from page 3

CHICAGO SCHOLARS PROGRAM ACCEPTANCE

Three Morgan Park High School juniors were selected
out of 1,800 candidates from across the Chicagoland area to
participate in the Chicago Scholars are Ben Dweh, Christian
Bradford, Morghan Radcliffe, and Janell Mason.
It is a five-year college access program, and beyond to
successful careers with two years of leadership development.
Students will explore college options, get to know supportive
mentors, and apply to colleges that will challenge them to do
their best. In college, they’ll participate in career coaching seminars, and other workshops.
Chicago Scholars are academically driven, first generation
college students from under-resourced communities, and do not
have the social capital or informational resources necessary to
help them navigate the unfamiliar, complex transitions into college, through college, and beyond to a career, according to the
Chicago Scholars website.
On average, just 49 percent of Chicago Public School students
who enroll in college receive a four-year college degree within six years.
In contrast, Chicago Scholars graduates 86 percent from college.

Greater Southwest Development Corporation representative Christine James (far left) works
with students on their business project, while TOK teacher Alvin James flashes $1,000 in
cash which was later distributed to the winning student groups.
realism to the project was
the inclusion of “Life Cards,”
which were randomly chosen
events that have a financially
negative impact on typical
businesses, such as having to
buy food or pay bills.
The winning group from
each class was chosen based
on who earned the most profit. From first period, earning

Museum donates sculpture,
installed at MP 10 years ago

$460, were seniors DaKyla Tall,
Shelbi Winston-Batts, Jamari
Brown, and Jacquelyn Dixon.
The sixth period winners, earning $390, were seniors Vontrice
Bobo, Ayanna Williams, Kenneth Blue, and Mecca Crump.
It’s hoped that the skills
the students learned will have
a long-lasting impact on them,
James said.

“This program will help
my students create the ambition to create their own business,” he said. “This program
also shows the ropes you will
have to go through to be your
own boss, and [the students]
would also see the reward that
comes along from all the hard
work you put into creating a
business.”

‘Il Cavallo’ has
500 year history
L

udovico “Il Moro” (“The
Moor”) Sforza, described
as an unlikely patron of the arts,
had taken control of Milan, Italy
in 1450 in the wake of famines
and riots, and who was described
as a general tough guy in Machiavelli’s “The Prince.”
Upon taking the throne in
1481, Ludovico and his beautiful
young wife Beatrice d’Este ruled
over a period of extraordinary
artistic and cultural growth in
Milan, against a looming threat
of bloody violence.
In 1482, Leonardo da

Vinci, by then already an accomplished engineer and artist,
approached Ludovico seeking
patronage. The Sforza family
fortunes (and the taxes of the
people of Milan) went on to
pay for many of da Vinci’s most
famous works.
Right from the beginning, he began work on the
equestrian statue. In 1493, the
artist presented a 24’-foot tall
clay model on the occasion of

Please turn to page 5 for

HORSE HISTORY

LOOK FAMILIAR? Our Mustang, which sits on the Morgan

Park campus, is shown here in a New York Times photo that
accompanied a story about the exhibition, “Leonardo da
Vinci: Man, Inventor, Genius,” which opened on April 14, 2006
at the Museum of Science and Industry. According to the
original caption, “In “Leonardo’s Workshop,” at the Museum
of Science and Industry show, you can build a 13-foot bridge
according to Leonardo’s instructions or operate a seven-foottall catapult.” INSET: The da Vinci horse model, “Il Cavallo,”
now at its EMPEHI home.

A

pproximately 10
years ago, the Museum of Science and Industry
donated the enormous Mustang horse head sculpture to
the school.
The museum had
recently dismantled their
“Leonardo da Vinci: Man,
Inventor, Genius” exhibit
in 2007, which the partial replica of a sculpture
(“Il Cavallo”) that was
initially commissioned in
1492 by the Duke of Milan

(Ludovico Maria Sforza) was
installed in the collection. The
museum commissioned an artist
in Italy to produce the replica
at a cost of $22,000.
The workshop featured an
original da Vinci sketch and
samples of his artwork, including a massive model of the horse,
a 24-foot bronze sculpture da
Vinci was commissioned to build
for the Duke--but wasn’t built
until 1999.
Upon the arrival of the
museum model at Morgan Park

in March 2007, “Leonardo,”
measuring 8’ 8” and weighing
700 lbs., is what the horse’s
head was affectionately named
after the original artist.
The sculpture was
installed in the small garden
located just outside of Room
101, across from the cafeteria.
Museum volunteer and
contractor Davis Harrison,
who is also an MP alumnus,
was the driving force behind
bringing the sculpture to the
school.

American sculpture Nina Akamu’s vision of Leonardo da Vinci’s
plan for “Il Cavallo,” on display in Frederik Meijer Gardens and
Sculpture Park, located in Grand Rapids, Michigan. This interpretative sculpture, created in 1999, is named, “The American
Horse.” (Source: Equitrekking.com)
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FULL SCHOOL YEAR
Continued from page 1
after CPS files an amended complaint by May 26, a more favorable
decision may be gained, the mayor
implied after reading excerpts from
the judge’s summary.
“[According to Valderrama,]
‘Equitable funding in Illinois
does not exist as it relates to
education,’” Emanuel read from
his notes.
Back in February, Claypool
warned that CPS was “on the
brink,” and that the district
needed the $215 million in state
funds it banked on in its fiscal
2017 budget. This was after the
board had counted on receiving
from Gov. Bruce Rauner and the
Illinois legislature.
Now, after months of claims
that there is no money or means
to secure a bank loan for the
needed funding to keep the doors
open, the mayor provided no
specifics as to where the mystery
money will be found, only that
it will.
“We will be here working to
find the resources,” he said.

THE SCHOOL SYSTEM
THAT CRIED WOLF?

Many appeared genuinely
worried that schools would
close 13 days early, with many
parents and students concerned
about end-of-the-year activities, such as prom and graduation, final exams, grades, while
many teachers wondered how

they would get by losing nearly
three weeks of pay. But according to an April 14 editorial in
Crain’s Chicago Business, the
threat was just a case of “crying
wolf ” that city officials tend to
rely on.
Political writer Greg Hinz
posted that years ago the Chicago Transit Authority (CTA)
claimed that it, too, was in crisis,
and desperate measures were
needed.
“Every year or two, the
agency would suffer one of
its inevitable financial crises,”
Hinz wrote. “Without enough
cash to pay the bills, whoever was the boss at the time
would throw a five-alarm news
conference, vowing to shut half
the el stops, limit bus service
to daylight hours every other
Tuesday, and otherwise force
everyone to walk 10 miles to
work.”
So why send thousands of
parents, students, and teachers
into a fearful frenzy? The writer
believes Claypool was hoping for
backlash against the governor.
“...I have come to suspect
that his threat to toss the kiddies out onto the mean streets
isn’t real,” Hinz wrote nearly
three weeks ago, “as much as
a means to whip up parents to
contact their lawmakers and
demand that CPS get that
$215 million tout de suite!”

HORSE HISTORY
Continued from page 4
Ludovico’s daughter’s wedding,
from which a bronze horse, “Il
Cavallo,” (“The Horse,” in Italian) could be made. At the time,
it would have been the largest
equestrian sculpture in the world.
Da Vinci intended to cast
the sculpture in a single pour of
molten metal.
But when the French invaded Italy in 1499, the bronze
intended for the sculpture went
for cannons and da Vinci’s clay
model was used as a target by
French archers.

DA VINCI SCULPTURE
FINALLY REALIZED

But then, 500 years later,
in 1999, a 24-foot-high, 15ton bronze titled “Leonardo
da Vinci’s Horse” was unveiled
in Frederik Meijer Gardens in
Grand Rapids, Michigan.
Superstore magnate Fred
Meijer provided funding for the
sculpture.
“The American Horse,” as
it is known, is one of two in the
world. Its twin was unveiled
in Milan, Italy the same year,
culminating years of work by a
now-deceased United Airlines
pilot and art collector from
Pennsylvania. The pilot, Charles
Dent, envisioned building da
Vinci’s horse and presenting it to the Italian people in
appreciation for the genius of

Da Vinci’s original equestrian
sketches that were to serve as
plans for “il Cavallo.” (Source:
Atlasobscura.com)
the artist and the legacy of the
Renaissance.
Additional sculptures have
been placed since 1999 at the
Da Vinci Science Center; at
The Baum School of Art in
Allentown, Pa. Sculptures also
have been commissioned and
placed in and Grand Rapids,
Mich.; Sheridan, Wyo; and in
Leonardo’s hometown of Vinci
in Italy.
-- supplemental information from Chicago Tribune’s
“Da Vinci’s Dream Gallops
Into View,” Oct. 8, 1999 and
Davincisciencecenter.org
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Students, staff mourn loss
of Class of 2016 graduate

Photo memorial to Khiry Taggart, created by Briaizha Steele

By Briiazha Steele

E

arly last month, the
EMPEHI family lost
one of their own: Class of
2016 graduate Khiry Taggart.
On Tuesday, April 4, St.
Louis County police responded to the intersection of
New Halls Ferry and Green
Grass Drive to assist Florissant police around 2 a.m. The
call was initially reported as a
vehicle accident around 12:45
a.m., once on scene, officers
found the 18-year-old Taggart with a gunshot wound,
and pronounced him dead at
the scene. He was currently a
freshman at Southern Illinois
University at Edwardsville
(SIUE).
Khiry would have been
19-years-old, today, May 3.
According to the obituary
inside of the funeral program,
Khiry was majoring in physical therapy/sports medicine

Are

with intentions of minoring in
Journalism at SIUE. When at
Morgan Park, he was a member
of the boys ensemble choir.
Music teacher Gabrielyn
Foster reminisced on what class
was like during the three years
Khiry was her student.
“Khiry was fun, loving and
crazy,” she recalled. “There was
never a dull moment with him.”
According to the 2016 yearbook, Taggart won the Senior
Notable for Shortest Male of
the Class of 2016. This often
was a joke among friends and
classmates, especially between
him and long-time friend Kyle
Farmer.
“Khiry was a funny, real,
trustworthy person, Farmer said.
We practically grew up together.
From grammar school to high
school, Khiry was one of my
closest friends. We talked about
anything and everything. We
would play basketball over our
friends house all the time, sum-

you
graduating?

mer or winter—it didn’t matter. He was very short—we
would always make side jokes
about it. He would call me fat,
and I would always call him
short.”
Economics teacher Jaclyn
Thornton agreed that Khiry
was one funny student.
“It wasn’t anything
specifically that he did that
stood out, but he was funny,”
she said.
Khiry’s death impacted
many. Not only was it unexpected, but he left behind
several friends and family
members. He changed the
lives of those he surrounded
himself with. While many
individuals can leave multiple
memories sometimes there
just isn’t enough room for
them all.
“It’s a lot of stuff I could
say about Khiry, but I would
be writing a novel,” Farmer
said.

Graduating seniors are
offered to place their
last will and testament
in the june 2017 issue
of empehi news

Ad forms are currently available in Room 132. A PDF-version can also be downloaded from
www.morganparkcps.org in the News and Bulletins section. Completed ads may be emailed
to empehinews@gmail.com. Ads must be returned to Mr. K. Majeske no later than Thursday,
May 12. Only one ad per student, please.
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Week of standardized test-taking
Most prefer
appears to be a success
IB scale over
By Kendra Moore
and Koury Booker
traditional grading
By Karrion Calvin
T
and Perriel Ballard
he Scholastic Assessment
Test (SAT) and Preliminary SAT was easy and seemed
to have gone very well, according to many students who were
tested earlier last month.
Some students who came to
be assessed for testing appeared
to take the test seriously, according to testing coordinator Gerald
Moore.
“The SAT went well,” Moore
said. “Everybody was mostly on
time, and there were only 10
people that did not make it [for
the SAT]. As far as the PSAT
went, there were 60 students that
didn’t make it, but 30 of them
made it up the next day.”
Although the test is being
quietly called a success, as this
was the first time it was administered to students (the state
mandated that it replace the
long-required ACT test), there
were some issues with a small
portion of student’s test.
“On the PSAT, there were six
that were voided mainly because
of cell phone usage [which is not
allowed],” Moore said, “while on
the SAT, there was one test we
couldn’t submit because during
the test, the student had an allergic reaction” and couldn’t finish.
Some say they were ready
for the lengthy standardized test,
even though nearly all of their
high school education was based
on ACT practices.
“The school system prepared
us a lot for ACT through the
previous years of school,” junior
Kelsey Graham said. “I think I
would’ve did better because they
just threw the SAT test at us.”
Graham felt ready for some
of the major portions.

F

“I think [teachers] prepared
us pretty good in certain classes,
like in English,” Graham said.
The biggest obstacle, though,
was time.
“We didn’t have enough
time,” Graham said. “I feel that
if this test is used to determine
our college readiness, then we
shouldn’t be timed.”
Sophomores who took the
PSAT feel the test was somewhat
challenging.
“I think I was pretty well
prepared because mostly school
work helps with that, and also the
teachers, so I think I did okay,”
sophomore Steve Hawthorne said.
Sophomores have to complete
a lot of projects and assignments
to meet the International Baccalaureate criteria for the school
year; therefore some say they were
distracted to study for the PSAT.
“I was prepared for the test,
but not really, because it kind of
came out of the blue with all or
the testing and projects going
on in IB,” sophomore Dequisia
Hendricks said.
The essay portion wasn’t
much of a hassle as students
expected it to be.
“When I read the passage
for the essay, I expected it to be
hard and I was ready to stop trying,” junior Morgan Norris said.

“[But a]fter I read the prompt for
the story, I was relieved.”
Some sections of the test
were easier to some than others.
“I think I did better on the
reading because it’s easier for
me,” junior Deshaun White said.
Also, one junior felt confident in the test with the help of
the preparation of their teachers.
“I think they did a good job
in preparing us, [but in English,]
most of the material that we covered in school wasn’t on the test,”
junior Maria Olivan said.
Another student felt uncomfortable with the graphs on the
math section of the exam.
“The graphs on the math
part were hard for me to understand, and I was lost from there,”
junior Morgan Norris said.
The reading part of the test
was a challenge, according to some.
“I think I did good on all the
sections except the reading part,
because the passages were longer
and exhausting,” junior Jajuan
Williams said.
Williams offered his opinion
about his SAT score and also the
test.
“I think I did pretty good on
the SAT and I highly recommend that upcoming juniors
should start preparing for the
SAT,” junior Williams said.

or the past two years,
the International
Baccalaureate (IB) grading
scale has been used, and for
the most part there is positive
feedback.
The IB grading scale is
based on a set of criterion.
Criterion A-D deal with different areas of knowing and
being able to reflect upon different assignments. Criterion
A grades you on knowing and
understanding, criterion B
grades you on inquiring and
designing, Criterion C grades
you on processing and evaluating, and criterion D grades
you on reflecting. The highest
grade you can get with the IB
grading scale is a 8.
When asked for the
purpose for the transition
from the old method to the
IB grading scale, IB Middle
Years Programme (MYP)
coordinator Tim Gronholm
had the following to say:
“The mayor of Chicago
made us a wall-to-wall IB
school,” he said, “so, in order
to do that faithfully, we had to
change the way we reported
students progress.”
Some students feel that
this new grading method is
better than the old one.
“I feel like the IB grading
scale pretty much is a little
better,” senior Kiah Nason
said. “You have to really put
in the effort and it doesn’t really harm your grade like the

regular scale. With the regular
scale, if you turn something
in and you did bad you’ll get
a bad grade, even though you
tried.”
Some teachers feel the
same way about the IB grading scale helping students.
“I think the IB grading scale is helping students
as far as understanding, and
for mastery, I think they get
more feedback, but it’s harder
for students to know exactly
where they are day-to-day
because [the online grade
program, Managebac, is] all
charts and graphs,” math
teacher Lauren Phillips said.
The IBMYP coordinator said that the grading scale
actually helps students get
better grades.
“It’s easier for students
to get better grades because
the criteria actually allows the
teacher to see how students
did at a given point and
time,” IB coordinator Tim
Gronholm said. “So if you fail
something in the first week of
the quarter, and historically
that failure would track with
you the entire time. But with
criteria referenced grading,
the teacher isn’t going to just
look at that, they’re going to
look at what you can do when
grades are due. So that failure
that you had at the beginning,
and if there is some content
that you didn’t understand,
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Seniors urge underclass to stay on track
to graduate, or suffer the consequences
By David Street

D

on’t be a knucklehead
by waiting until the
last minute to handle business,
because it just might turn out
to be too late.
The graduating Class of
2017 shared what they have
done to stay on track for
graduation recently to prevent
the underclassmen from living
with regrets.
According to Chicago
Public Schools CPS), in order
for a student to graduate
high school they must have a
minimum of 24 credits. With
that being said, it is essential
for students to keep their
grades up at all times, because

it can be quite easy to fall behind
without noticing.
“Don’t be like me and goof off
you’re freshmen and sophomore
year,” said Jordan Nelson, a senior
who has learned the hard way.
Doing the absolute bare
minimum or flat out choosing to
fail courses is not the way to go
according Nelson. All it takes is
three failed courses in one semester, and the student will be forced
to repeat the school year.
“In the beginning of high
school my grades were horrible,”
Nelson said. “Starting the semester I didn’t care, I got straight
‘F’s. Then when it came time for
final grades to go in I would do
any little thing just to get a ‘D’
out of the class.”

Nelson then explained why
he regrets not taking grades
seriously the first half of his high
school career.
“It has been beyond difficult
to bring my grade point average
up,” Nelson said. “I had a 1.8
GPA back when I was getting
straight ‘F’s. It was like junior
year when I started bringing my
grades up. It took multiple semesters of getting straight ‘A’s to
get a 3.1gpa. That’s a lot of work
I put in with barely anything to
show for it, but that’s what I get
for not being on top of things.”
Another thing that could
prevent a student from graduating that is often overlooked
is service learning hours. CPS
mandates that every student has

a minimum of 40 service learning
hours by the end of 12th grade.
“To get my service learning hours, well I was in JROTC
for all four years,” said Amber
McKnight, a current senior who
has over 120 service learning
hours. “We went on several field
trips and participated in parades
that offered hours. Also over my
freshmen and sophomore year I
went on a lot of service learning
trips offered by my teachers.”
It can be difficult to find
service learning opportunities, so
it’s best to take every opportunity
you get according to McKnight.
“I recommend going on every field trip you can,” McKnight
said. “It’s simple, you can just ask
around and I’m sure you’ll find

something. Whatever you
do don’t wait until the last
minute because it’ll be just
your luck and won’t nothing
be available.”
A student’s attendance
rate won’t necessarily prevent
them from graduating, but it
sure can prevent that student
from participating in senior
activities.
“My attendance rate is
trash,” said Kaylee Scholp, a
current senior. “It is very low. I
don’t like coming to school. I
hate being here!”
Scholp said she is having
a difficult time getting things
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POSITIVE FEEDBACK
Continued from page 6
and then all of a sudden a light
bulb went off and you do understand the content later, you’re not
penalized for that failure.”
A junior student agreed with
the coordinator’s assessment.
“The IB grading scale is
better because it helps you learn
what you’re doing and not doing in your classes and on your
assignments,” junior Hannah
Moore said.
Moore also thought that the
IB grading scale is better because
it can help you challenge yourself.
“The IB grading scale helps
give more of a challenge,” she
said. “Since the IB scale is broken
up into sections with descriptions
of each grade, you can challenge
yourself to get the grade you
want. If you don’t get the grade
you want then you can see what
you did and did not do that
gave you the grade you got, so
next time you can aim higher by
following the descriptions to get
what you want.”
Phillips thought that the IB
grading scale is more successful
in classes like English and history than math.
“I’m a math person, so I’m
used to the percentages,” she
said. “I think it has its benefits
especially for math classes.Other
classes may be a little bit easier
to use rubric based, but I’m really
use to the percentages, but I’m in

Grade
Conversion
Chart
MYP
Grade
7
6
5
4
3
2
1
0

Equals
100%
90%
80%
75%
70%
65%
55%
0

CPS
Grade
A
A
B
C
C
D
F
F

the transitioning stage.”
Moore had a similar mindset.
“In classes like IBHL History, and sometimes IBHL World
Literature, the IB grading scale
is easy,” she said. “When we have
to take a difficult assessment or
write an essay, it’s easy to reach a
certain score on the scale and still
get a decent grade sometimes.”
Interestingly, most we spoke
with said they would choose the
IB grading scale over the old one.
“I’ll choose the IB grading
scale, because it helps you learn
what you’re doing and not doing
in your classes and on your assignments,” Moore said.

Dirty conditions
continue to plague
school, campus
By Tamara Pickens
and Kyala Darby

W

ho hasn’t seen
Flamin Hot bags
strewn in the hall? Who hasn’t
seen something disgusting
like a roach in the bathroom?
Who hasn’t seen dust or paper
balls in the halls?
There’s been a lot of complaints about the cleanliness
in Morgan Park after Aramark took over the custodial
staff a few years ago.
“Privatization has led to
filthy schools and deplorable
conditions for our students,”
Jesse Sharkey, vice president
of the Chicago Teachers
Union said, according to a
DNAinfo.com. “This needs to
be stopped, not expanded.”
According to some
students at our school, the
building is not the cleanest. There are many fingers
to point towards who is the
blame for this.
“The janitors, teachers,
and students are all at fault
because they all take part in
this,” student senior Vernisha

Perkins said.
Junior Katana Darby
thinks the bathrooms are the
worst of them all.
“On the second floor in
the old building bathroom, it’s
full of creatures—especially
roaches!” Darby said.
Senior Desire Mills
agrees.
“The bathroom on the
second floor in the old building makes me not even want
to go to the bathroom until
I get to another bathroom,
regardless how bad I have to
go,” Mills said.
Senior Daija Rice complains about everything! She
feels the school needs more
janitors to clean up because
we shouldn’t leave school and
come back to how we left it.
“When I come in the
morning and go to the bathroom, there’s a strong smell
that comes from the bathroom that stings my nose,”
Rice said. “You only see like
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Debt, missed deadlines
to leave some seniors
off final prom list

As late as last Thursday, seniors stand in a long line in the Counseling Office to get their
senior checklist stamped for college-related compliance evidence.

By Amber Collins
and Jalen Britton

D

ue to Chicago Public
Schools (CPS) new
requirements, a lot of students
won’t be able to attend some
of the senior activities such as
prom.
A lot of the students won’t
be attending prom due to their
debt not being paid off.
“As of right now, I don’t
think I will be attending
prom,” senior Kiah Nason
said. “Morgan Park is really money hungry and they
are very inconsiderate. My
student debt is currently $910,
plus my parents have to prepare for prom, graduation, and
they have to pay their own
bills, and now they’re expecting us to pay our debt before
we buy our prom ticket.”
Despite constant complaints, students actually had
extra time to have their debt
paid off.

“The information has been
out probably for a couple of
months now,” Senior Class
sponsor Kandice Morgan said.
“They have gotten information
that their debt has to be paid by
March 31st, and there are students still paying off their debt.”
The administration was also
willing to work with students
with their financial problems.
“At the beginning of the
school year, students are given
the option to waive fees or if they
are not eligible—and we all understand that there are financial
obligations beyond parents’ control and the student’s control—
and so we will work with those
on a case by case basis,” Assistant
Principal Rochelle Bryant said.
The school distributed a
senior check list with a few new
requirements in order for students to purchase a prom ticket.
Students have to have all their
debt paid off, they are limited to
have a maximum of 10 absence
days, they have to get approval

from the dean’s office about
their conduct, their library
debt have to be paid all off,
and they have three college
applications submitted, one
acceptance letter submitted,
FAFSA completed, one scholarship application completed
and your financial aid award
submitted.
Seniors received this
prom checklist during their
division on April 19, plus a
letter informing them the
dates students were able to
purchase their prom ticket,
which was broken up according to one’s division.
However, if students
weren’t there on the day that
their division was scheduled
to purchase a ticket, then they
were only able to purchase a
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in line so she is eligible to attend
prom which is right around the
corner.
“With me missing too many
days, the school is trying to take
my prom privilege away,” Scholp
said. “Now I have to try and
work with the assistant principal
to earn the right to go. As of
right now it doesn’t look like I’ll
be going.”
Due to CPS not granting
many circumstances as an excusable absence, Scholp gave some
advice on making sure every
absence is excused.
“No matter what you do,

always get a note signed by
a parent that states you were
sick,” Scholp said. “Always! They
wouldn’t care if there was a death
in the immediate family. Every
time just claim you were sick and
everything will be fine.”
School debt is also a crucial
factor which can withhold a
student from participating in
senior activities. One senior like
many others, Anthony Waite, has
hundreds of dollars in debt.
“I owe money for lost books,
a whole bunch of temporary ID’s
and pretty much anything else
you can think of,” Waite said.

Due to the money Waite
owes, the school is taking serious
action.
“They talking about you can’t
go on prom unless you pay the
debt off,” Waite said.
Waite advises that all debt
gets paid as soon as possible, so it
doesn’t become an issue later on
down the line.
“Pay your [expletive]
debt,” Waite said. “If you’re having problems make sure you get
your fee waivers the week before
the debt is due, because you’re
going to have a hard time trying
to get rid of it as I am now!”
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Senior Board holds annual

Talent Show

JUNIOR NADIAH REED

FRESHMAN CARLIYHA ROSENTHAL
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SENIOR HOSTS LENELL HENRY AND BRAIJON
CARTER WITH PERFORMER SEVENTH GRADER JOU
BURNS (FAR RIGHT)

Reed captured first place thanks to her strong vocal performance.

EMERALDS
SPECIAL GUEST RAPPER
RONALD THOMPSON PERFORMS
JUNIOR PERRY HARVEY (AND DAIJA KELLEY, NOT PICTURED)
SOPHOMORE
BRIAN JACKSON

SENIOR DAIJA RICE
SOPHOMORE BRIANA BRAGG

THE WINNERS: FIRST PLACE NADIAH REED; SECOND PLACE P
HARVEY AND DAIJA KELLEY; THIRD PLACE

(Photos by Bri

JROTC cleans up to improve school climate
J

ROTC students
picked up trash
scattered on the school
campus last Friday in
an effort to promote
and improve the school
climate. Led by Colonel
(ret.) Jeffrey Kochheiser,
a group of volunteers
filled a number of trash
bags with empty bottles
and chip bags, apparently
discarded by some careless litterers.
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Shakespearean actors perform in Blackwelder Hall
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URNEY

PERRY

iaizha Steele)

left: Perry Harorganizes filled
sh bags. Near left:
unteer juniors
rion Calvin and
ry Harvey, and
iors Johnny John, Latasjae Boey,
cy Kuntu-Blank, Niyah Howard,
hony Anderson,
phanie Poole.
otos by Diamond
omas)

Clockwise from top left: Friar Laurence and others find Juliet appearing to be dead in Act IV, Scene V; alas, a
sword fight scene from early in the tragedy; Act V, Scene III when Romeo is found dead after committing suicide.
(Photos by Jasmine Lockett)

Crew of Patches, a Chicago-based professional
theater group, performed William
Shakespeare’s tragedy, Romeo
and Juliet last Friday from second
through fourth periods in Blackwelder Hall. International Baccalaureate Middle Years Programme
(IBMYP) coordinator Timothy
Gronholm facilitated the event.
Students who had no Ds and
Fs on their third quarter report card
were invited to attend. While it was
hoped that more students would
choose to attend, only approximately half of the available tickets
were sold.

Seniors enjoy annual IB Free Day
E

IBDP students enjoy a day off playing the game of Life in the library.

veryone needs a time to relax and enjoy themselves after
hard years of work at school, and that’s exactly what International Baccalaureate Diploma Programme (IBDP) seniors were
granted after their four-year dedication to the to the rigorous IB
program.
All IB seniors were a given a day off from school in the library,
rather than at the Catholic Youth Ministry Center (the Blue
House), last Friday in an event called IB Free Day, a day when they
could have a chance to relax before the upcoming IB exams administered throughout the month of May.
The free day has been a tradition amongst the seniors and some
teachers in the IB program. It is usually hosted a day before the
important IB examinations that are scattered throughout the month.
Besides relaxation, the free day was also celebrated with snacks
(provided by parents), movies, music, taking pictures, and playing
games.

Real food that’s real Chicago
By Kyren Mason
and Natasha Rivers

C

hance the Rapper celebrated his 24th birthday
in Chicago style — and that means
Harold’s Chicken was on the
menu, according to recent reports
earlier last month.
The cake for Chance’s 24th
birthday was decorated with the
rapper’s “most beloved meal in the
world: “a seven-piece wing with
hot sauce from Harold’s and a
Mistic kiwi strawberry drink.” The
cake also featured French fries and
the Harold’s logo, which shows a
man with an ax chasing a chicken.
People in the Second City

love food! In fact, you are probably
eating something right now! But
did you know our city is known
around the country for very, very
specific menu items?
In fact, a New York-style
hotdog is distinctly unique from a
Chicago-style hotdog. What’s the
difference? Out east, a wiener is
topped with a spicy brown mustard
and either sauerkraut or onions
sautéed with tomato paste—gross!
Here in the Windy City, our
hotdogs are as follows: It’s topped
with yellow mustard, chopped
white onions, bright neon-green

Please turn to page 10 for
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GETTIN’ HUNGRY YET? The Windy City is famous for it’s Chicago-style hotdog, like this one from Portillo’s. Note the specific ingredients: It’s topped
with yellow mustard, chopped white onions, bright neon-green sweet
pickle relish, a dill pickle spear, tomato wedges, pickled sport peppers,
a dash of celery salt, all on a steamed poppy seed bun. Oh, yeah, and
absolutely no ketchup!
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Senioritis-afflicted teens ask: When will it be over?
By Raven Powell

A

s soon as senior year
approaches, many upperclassmen are more excited
about graduating but less excited
and motivated to actually do the
work to get there and finish off
the year strong. The mythical
term “senoritis” is generally used
as a catch-all word to describe
these very actions of seniors
throughout the country.
Students explain their experience and reasons for having this
“illness.”
“Unfortunately, I am a victim of senioritis,” senior Marcus
Smith said. “I feel like now that
I’m in my last year, I don’t have
to try as hard anymore. Freshman
through junior year, I was on my

grind and met my academic requirements. But now that I know
I don’t have to really do anything
besides these side requirements
that are being thrown at us for
prom and graduation, I’ve just
been lazy. I’m only doing enough
to get by and taking required
classes more serious than electives.”
Students who have a high
grade point average could also
experience this mindset. Senior
Perriel Ballard explains how she
manages her academics with this
sense of entitlement.
“I definitely experience
senioritis,” Ballard said. “It’s
frustrating because colleges will
be looking at my grades, but at
the same time I often don’t feel
like doing my work because the

school year is ending and I’m
ready to leave. Even though I
experience senioritis, my GPA is
still growing at a 3.9. I make sure
I still get my work done because
I would like my GPA to stay that
way, and if I don’t feel like doing
an assignment, I’ll make sure i
negotiate with a teacher and turn
it in the next day.”
Developing poor grades
could jeopardize a student’s
chance in keeping scholarships
throughout their senior year. This
behavior could most certainly
risk opportunities for many and
damage one’s path to success.
“I have gotten plenty of
scholarships from different

Please turn to page 11 for
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That about sums it up for those 12th graders with “senioritis.”

DEADLINE PASSES FOR PROM
Continued from page 7
ticket on that Friday.
“I can’t go on prom because
of my checklist,” senior Pierre
Lake said. “My debt is not paid
off, and I don’t have all of my
college stuff done.”
There are a couple of students who aren’t planning on
going to college, so they feel like
the college part of the senior
checklist is a waste of their time.
“I honestly don’t plan on going to college, and I feel like they
shouldn’t force me to go and I
don’t believe that I need anybody
to accept me anywhere because I
don’t want to go,” Nason said.
One challenge is that since
the school’s support staff has
been reduced, there are fewer

adults to handle the large volume
of student needs.
“Mr. Umunna [,the postsecondary coach,] is handling
everything for the whole Senior
Class college stuff by himself,”
Lake said. “I constantly had to
go in there and wait in the long
line just to get stuff done, so they
definitely should have extended
the deadline or they should’ve
had more people that could’ve
helped out everybody.”
Then there are some seniors
who can’t attend prom because of
situations they have no control over.
“I’m not able to go on prom
because I had a situation with my
FAFSA, and the situation wouldn’t
be fixed until May 2nd which is

GARBAGE GRUMBLES
Continued from page 7
two janitors in the day and who
knows how many be there at
night. Morgan Park needs help
fast or at least hire more janitors.”
Aramark custodian Tashana
Johnson attempts to protect both
herself and the company she
works for.
“We try our best to keep the
school clean, but if we had a little
assistance with the children, like
not eating in the classrooms and
prevent leaving a mess on the
tables and floors, [things would
be better,]” Johnson said. “If the
kids picked up behind themselves, we wouldn’t have such an
hard time cleaning up with the
staff we do have.”
Johnson then explained
the procedures of cleaning the
school.
“We suppose to lock the
bathroom doors and we use a
disinfectant spray to clean the
bathrooms and it has a strong
spell, so when the doors open
it gives off a smell the kids are
smelling,” Johnson said.
Johnson cleared up how many
janitors MP has during the day.

“It’s two janitors during
the day then its six janitors that
come at night, they do the same
thing we do in the morning,”
Johnson said. “But when teachers
let the students eat in class and
leave trash everywhere, it’s hard
for us to get to it during the day
making it more work for the ones
that come at night.”
Worse yet, the day shift have
duties that are more extensive
than just the classrooms, according to school engineer Michael
Cox. He explained that while the
two on day shift are expected to
clean specific classrooms, their
duties also include setting up the
cafeteria in the morning before
breakfast as well as outside on
the campus.
Next year, however, there
may be some changes. SodexoMAGIC is expected to replace
Aramark for the custodial
services at MP next school year,
as well as overseeing the school’s
engineers. SodexoMAGIC is a
firm partly controlled by former
NBA superstar Earvin “Magic”
Johnson.

after prom tickets were off sale,”
senior Destiny Allen said.
Allen tried to talk to administration since the situation was
out of her hands.
“First, I had numerous
conversations with Mr. Umunna
stating the situation and that
didn’t work, I then went to talk
to [the principal,] Dr. Epps
about the situation twice,” she
said. “…[T]he second time I
came and told her all the parts
and let her know that I have
already got everything for prom:
dress shoes, decorations, car, and
my date’s stuff, and I can’t send
this stuff back and if no one is
willing to give me any type of
money for this, then I should be

attending prom.”
Seniors who didn’t have their
senior checklist done by April 29,
regardless of the situation, weren’t
able to purchase a prom ticket,
which means they aren’t able to
attend the formal event.
“At this point, from what
I’ve been told, my deadline [was]
Friday April 29th, so that’s why
we [had] the make-up day on
Friday because that money [had]
to be sent to CPS downtown,
then sent to the Hyatt by prom
night, which will take about a
month, so they may not be able
to attend,” Morgan said. “Right
now, it’s out of my hands because
I have to do what CPS tells me
to do. A long time ago, we could

take money up until they day of
prom, but that can’t happen now
because CPS changed the way
we have to do things.”
Due to the new changes,
there are a lot of disappointed
seniors who won’t even be able
to experience the one thing that
students look forward to during
their senior year.
“It’s kind’ve upsetting
because prom is one thing you
always hear about during our high
school years, and it’s something
that you look forward to, and it’s
only one time of your life that you
could experience it,” Lake said, “so
it’s kind’ve messed up that I can’t
experience that myself during my
last year of high school.”

CHI-TOWN TREATS
Continued from page 9
sweet pickle relish, a dill
pickle spear, tomato wedges,
pickled sport peppers, a dash
of celery salt, all on a steamed
poppy seed bun—and absolutely no ketchup!
What else do people
think of when they hear
Chicago food? Deep dish
pizza, like from Lou Malnati’s
or Pizzeria Uno’s (on 29 E.
Ohio Street, only). Italian beef
sandwiches at Al’s Italian Beef
(1079 W. Taylor St., the original location) the Garrett Mix
at Garrett Popcorn (caramel
and cheddar-coated popcorn,
all mixed together),
But like Chance the Rapper, many other people love
Harold’s Chicken like senior
Jawon Denton.
“My favorite Chicago food and restaurant is
Harold’s Chicken because
they have the best chicken,
and they mild sauce is A-1,”
Denton said.
Chicago has that type of

food you just can’t live without,
they are known for so many
different food, and they don’t
disappoint.
“Italian Fiesta Pizzeria is
the best,” senior Quincy Dillard
said. “I just can’t live without it
the crust is thin, the cheese isn’t
really thick and the sausages
aren’t so big that that’s all you’re
tasting.”
Chi-Town might be known
for a lot of good food places, but
there’s just some places people
think aren’t good.
“Oh yes, I don’t like Polishes,
especially from Maxwell’s,” senior
Jarred Edwards said. “They are
just so nasty, I can do a hotdog,
but a Polish is a no for me. I
remember my first time having
one; my mom hyped them up
saying they were so good. I ate it
and was so disappointed; now I
can’t trust my mom when it come
to food.”
Despite Edward’s less than
satisfying experience, a Polish is
another very specific Chicago taste

treat. When ordered, a customer should expect a grilled
or fried Polish sausage topped
with grilled onions and yellow
mustard and optional pickled
whole, green sport peppers,
served on a steamed bun.
Originally, the sausage
sandwich was created at a
stand located at Maxwell St.
and Halsted St. in the nowgone Maxwell Street market
district. It was all torn down
to make way for the University of Chicago’s South Campus
constructed in 2005.
Some people say restaurant locations matter when it
come to food quality, according to senior Larry Watts.
“I like Harold’s all
together, but my favorite Harold’s to go to is on 87th Dan
Ryan,” Watts said. “It’s just
something about that Harold’s
that make it so much better
because…it’s always freshly
cooked, and they got good
customer service.”
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Despite gloom-and-doom, some
Some teens just
Mustangs report being happy
By Rodney Ingram
and Jeremiah Harris

R

ecent headlines: “Police: 3 dead, 8 wounded
in Chicago weekend shootings,” “CPS eludes a reckoning,
but the rolling fiscal disaster
doesn’t end,” “North Korea
‘poses a grave threat’ to US,
allies,”Economists fear Trump’s
tax plan only heightens a
‘mountain of debt.’”
Lots of grim news, for sure,
but despite the gloomy outlook, many at MP are relatively
happy.
“I’m probably a 7, on most
days,” librarian Kandice Morgan
said. “I try my best to start my
day with a happy mood, and
hopes to carry on through the
day.”
Her family is a great motivation in making her happy.
“My family, my husband,
daughter, and my parents make
me happy,” Morgan said. “My
parents are still alive and they
are healthy, my relationship with
God; I’m proud I’m still alive
living breathing into another day,
some people don’t.”
Life can always be better.
“It can always be better, with
more money, a bigger house, and
less stress,” she said.
Things can, however, bring
your happiness down.
“The stress on me, I have a
lot of people pulling on me at
one time,” Morgan said. “Frustration with other situations,
such as bills which are really
stressful; me and my husband
are both teachers, so we didn’t
save enough if school ends
June 1st.”
Students often carry a positive attitude throughout the day.
“Majority of the time, it’s
a 6, “ junior Kyera Johnson
said. “People may do things
that might cause my attitude to
change, but I try my best to never
let someone bring my mood
down.”
Her happiness usually comes
from her family and friends.

“My mom makes me happy,
and my friends because they be
bringing me food and help me
when I’m down,” Johnson said.
“My mom always find a way to
lift me up anytime I’m feeling
down, she always put a smile on
my face.”
Johnson also has had bad
situations that might appear in
her life that would affect her
happiness.
“Sometimes me and my
mom don’t see eye to eye,”
Johnson said. “A teacher or a
friend can do something that can
irritate me.”
Outside activities helps
students have a positive attitude
throughout the day.
“I love playing basketball,
going outside to play with my
cousins,” said Jada Harris, a
junior. “I love having cooking lessons with my grandmother.”
Harris is at a very good
point in her life; everything is
going fine.
“I am an 8 right now in my
life,” Harris said. “Lately, I have
being doing very well in life
which shows improvement in my
grades, and it also helps me carry
a positive attitude.”
Friends can make a big difference in people’s lives.
“My family and closest
friends make me happy because
we can goof around and like
talk about other people,” junior
Christopher Phillips said.
People are so close to being
very happy.
“Lately I’ve been feeling
good; my happiness is about an
8,” Phillips said.
Phillips has something other
than people that can bring happiness into his life.
“Well, I like playing pool on
my phone, so when people do
irritate me, I just play that to be
like to myself,” he said.
A lot of people think that
the United States should be the
happiest. They aren’t, though, according to the World Happiness
Report for 2017, which ranks the
United States at No. 14.

“Norway has jumped from
4th place in 2016 to 1st place
this year, followed by Denmark,
Iceland and Switzerland in a
tightly packed bunch,” according to World Happiness Report
2017. “All of the top four
countries rank highly on all the
main factors found to support
happiness: caring, freedom,
generosity, honesty, health,
income and good governance;
their averages are so close that
small changes can re-order the
rankings from year to year, also
Norway moves to the top of
the ranking despite weaker oil
prices; It is sometimes said that
Norway achieves and maintains
its high happiness not because
of its oil wealth.”
Russia is ranked at No. 49,
China is ranked No. 79, Iraq
is No. 117, and Central Africa
Republic is last on the list at No.
155.

“I experience senioritis
all the time, and my wardrobe
matches that attitude of mine,”
senior Chenurya Marshall said.
“I feel like it’s my last year, so
why should I care about how I
come to school? There are kids
here I’m probably not going to
see after graduation, so I could
care less about dressing up, nor
am I here for the looks, I’m here
for a diploma.”
There has been a huge transition from ninth grade to the
present, explains Marshall.
“Compared to my freshman
year and senior year, I don’t dress
up as much as I used to, nor did I

know what I know now. Coming to school with a tight dress
and the latest shoes doesn’t make
you earn acceptable grades,” said
Marshall.
There are ways to either
avoid this attitude or manage it.
“I feel that senioritis is very
real…in my friends and including me, but there are ways to
cope with this mindset,” senior
Arianna Boyd said. “Most seniors
should motivate themselves and
let themselves know that everything will eventually pay off and
to be strong. Very soon, we’ll all
walk across that stage to receive
our diploma.”

Ranking of
Happiness
2014-2016

By Kyera Johnson
and Tyyuanna Redmond

T

Source: World Happiness
Report 2017

SENIORITIS
Continued from page 10
schools for band, including Jackson State University, Alabama
A&M University, and Talladega
College,” senior Jalen Alan said. “
Although I experience senioritis,
I can’t afford having that mindset
so much due to the fact that if I
slip up, I could possibly lose that
scholarship. Going to Jackson
State requires me to keep a 2.3
GPA for the rest of the year. No
school wants to hand out free
money to a student who can’t
follow their rules.”
Some students even believe
that senioritis vary in many ways,
and that it isn’t always about their
lack of interest in academics.

can’t get past
the drama
oday, drama appears
to play a major role in
teens lives: fighting, arguing,
and many negative behaviors,
even on social media.
In fact, when we first
went out to interview about
the topic of teen drama, as
soon as we went into the
hallway we encountered a big
fight, over what else? Drama.
“Some teens find drama
interesting or funny and some
feel as if they can relate to it,”
junior Jetara Harris said. “It’s
harsh and bad and can affect
the next person that’s why
you should try to get the two
people involved to just drop it.”
Research suggests that
today’s teens feel much more
free to act out than their
predecessors ever hoped. And
they do. Teens may actually
not be
able to
help
engaging in
questionable
behavior. For
some
teens it start from home they
have a lot of bitterness and
they don’t know another way
to let it out than using them
being bitter as a reason to
start drama and fights.
“According to the Centers for Disease Control, teen
violence can also be caused
by frustration due to learning
disorders, emotional distress,
or attention deficits,” as reported on TeenHelp.com. “In
some cases teens do not know
how to appropriately channel
their frustrations and act out
in anger as a form of release.”
Some teens feels that a
lot of teens are involved in
drama just to fit in and be a
part of something.
“Teens just want attention; they try to fit in,”
sophomore Tiffany Edwards
said. “Even if they are not cool
with each other, they are still
going try to fit in. People try
to pull you in stuff you not
involved in, just because; that’s
why, me personally, I separate
myself.”
Some teens even feel like
if people just stop looking for
drama and mind your own
business a lot of drama would
die down.
“I personally think they
enjoy it because they have
never learned their lesson,”
sophomore Johnnie Sampson

said. “Also because they get
hyped up by their friends and
they don’t want to seem scary,
so they feel as if they have to
fight and things like that to
prove themselves, but we really need to come together as
a black community to better
ourselves.”
Drama affects others also
even if they are not involved,
people can accidentally become involved.
“People can pull you in
stuff even if you’re not in it
because people like drama and
like to see negative behaviors,”
Edwards said.
Drama changes the outlook others have on you and
can change their perspective
on you as a person.
“Drama can affect the
way people look at you,”
sophomore Trinity Bennett
said. It can affect the kind of
people and friends you attract.
Depending
on how
you
choose
to deal
with the
situation,
it can
change the way people treat
you.
People can sometimes try
to help diffuse the problem or
just watching and get hit and
become involved.
“If someone is in a fight
and I try to break it up, if
they hit me, I am going to hit
them back,” sophomore Indira
Marshall said.
Some students get
involved in drama because
they feel as if someone has a
problem with their friend that
it automatically means that
they should have some type of
problem with them too.
“It’s called the ‘best friend
effect,’” Sampson said. “If you
don’t like my best friend, then
I don’t like you.”
Staff members feel like
they try their best to help kids
chill on drama because they
don’t want the school to be a
negative environment.
“It can stem from a lot
of things it can stem from
home, neighborhoods, and
even because they are bitter,”
veteran security guard Dennis
Allen said. “I think they use
the bitterness and carry it over
to school; that’s why we try
our best to listen to people’s
problems and try to work with
them so that they don’t get
accustomed to bringing drama
to the school.”
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What mythological creature
would you want to be?
By Ali Scott

E

ach personality varies
from person to person
for students and faculty alike
which is obvious, but what
if each person was actually a
monster or mythical creature?
Senior Arionna Moss
feels like if she was a monster,
she’d be a siren or a mermaid due to her love of the
ocean and the sea. She also
sees herself as beautiful and
manipulative.
“I love the water and I’m
a bit obsessive over the different characteristics of beauty,”
she said.
Senior Mecca Crump
would want to be a shapeshifter if she could. She
learned about them from the
Three Brother’s Cave, or Cave
of the Trois-Freres, a cave
found in southwestern France.
“The painting, known
as ‘The Sorcerer’ is the ‘most
famous and enigmatic human figure’ with the features
of several different animals,
whose exact characteristics
remain a matter of debate,”
according to Donsmaps.com.
Crump feels like the
shape-shifters and her would
both be harmonic with nature.
“I love animals and I
would love if I could have the
ability to be in touch with the
life of other animals,” she said.
“Also being able to change
into any animal I want would
give me a huge advantage at
certain things.”
Senior Ayanna Williams
would want to be a succubus:
a seductive female demon,
from the medieval times. She
feels like she and succubi
would have the same traits.
“I used to read a lot
about them a lot when I was
a child,” she said. “They’re
sneaky and attractive women.”
Along with succubi,
senior Aaliyah Hicks would

Students put
themselves in
teachers’ shoes
By Ladesha Hackman
and Kyle Farmer

I

Music teacher Michael Kerr as the great Godzilla? Look out,
Tokyo.
want to be a banshee or mermaid. They’re all from mythology, lore, and other legends from
Europe and countries close to
Europe, except Baba Yaga that
originates in Russia and Sirens
from Viking, or Swedish, lore.
“All have a decent amount of
hate for humans,” she said. “The
mermaid isn’t a normal cutesy mermaid (my favorite is a siren). While
her voice is the sweetest you’ll
ever hear, it’s only a trick to seduce
and foolish human who dares sail
her seas. She then eats them and
continues her song. Banshees are
creatures who will scream, spending
the land with the sound of death,
for those who died at sea.”
She would feel like an imp
because they’re tiny, mischievous
devils, a monstrous fire-breathing
hybrid creature called a chimera,
the fearsome witch with iron

teeth Baba Yaga, a demon,
and a half-human, half-horse
creature called a centaur.
Senior student Malik Favor would be the bisexual boat
engine from the murky waters
of the Bermuda Triangle.
“It is said that a group of
LGBT [members] went to
look for answers for on how
to ‘get rid’ of Donald Trump
and his gimp, Pence, but they
got stranded and starved in
the Bermuda,” he said. “It
is also said that their spirits
possessed parts of the boat
and now roam the seas, lost
looking for a way out of being
a part of a boat.”
Senior student Michael

Please turn to page 13 for

MONSTER
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magine graduating this
year from Morgan Park
and then returning in another
four and be in front of a classroom.
Some students insisted that
as a teacher, that it would be
tough, while others said that it
would be easy; it all depends on
the type of teaching environment
that they are in at that present
time of the day.
Some believe that being a
nice and fun teacher would have
the students more awake during
class and doing their work.
“I would be a fun teacher; I
would entertain the students and
also make them learn,” junior
Koury Booker said.
Others say if they are too
kind to their students, they won’t
respect them enough and they
would run all over them.
“I would be a serious but
kind teacher, because I wouldn’t
want the students to walk all over
me,” freshman Makayla Moore
said. “I would want them to take
me serious.”
Some would like to use
their phones while they learn,
but complications might come
with having phones out during a
lecture.
“I think using cellular
devices would distract students
from learning,” Booker said.
A student may try to attack
or even attempt to steal from
a teacher in school; that is not
acceptable at all in a teaching
environment.
“I would do what I have to
do, which is smack them because
it would be self-defense,” freshman Lawrence Bluford said.
Some students may or may
not think getting dressed for gym
is serious, as some kids are too
lazy to even attempt to put their
gym clothes on. But if they were
the teacher, some say they would

be tough on the students.
“I would want everybody
to participate in all the activities
I have them do,” Bluford said.
“It’s easy for a student to move
around in a gym uniform.”
A lot of kids seem to always
have to go to the bathroom,
but some teachers don’t allow
it simply because they think its
disruptive from learning and
distracting. But as a teacher,
students say they would be more
lenient.
“If they need to use the
bathroom, there’s no reason I
wouldn’t let them go, as long
as the students are respectful
and follow the rules,” freshman
Makayla Moore said.
Some kids don’t follow
classroom rules at all, and that
might be a problem; when you
don’t follow rules, you may get in
trouble or punished or kicked out
of class in front of these wouldbe teachers.
“I would try to talk to them
first, and if they still aren’t listening, I would just ask them to leave
my class and return with a parent
if you want to come back,” Moore
said.
If somebody were to be disrespected in the teaching environment
by students, they would be punished
or even kicked out.
“I would take a deep breath
because I have anger management problems, and just ask the
student to leave before I say or
do something that might cause
me to lose my job,” junior Aniya
Shannon said.
Some would throw the
problem child right back at the
parents.
“I would tell them you need
to raise their child right,” Bluford
said.
And if a kid simply wouldn’t
do what’s right, no matter what
actions they took?
“I would send to the principal’s office and have the principal
punish them,” Bluford said.

Mustangs reveal their dream cars
By Terrence Fletcher
and Jordan Brown

D

ream cars: who
doesn’t have one?
Many people, especially males,
love a nice set of wheels.
Some love classic cars, some
love foreign cars, some love
cars that are $1 million, some
loves cars that they find in a
barn. Many students and staff
here at Morgan Park have
similar dreams.
History teacher William
Collins prefer a luxurious ride.
“My dream car would be

a Bentley,” Collins said. “I love
the new ‘Fast and Furious’ [movie
with] the one that Tyrese was
driving look really nice. I would
love to pay in full cash, But I’ll
probably need two or three jobs
to afford it and keep it maintained.”
Collins said he would really
baby it.
“I would wax it, but I
wouldn’t drive it a lot, maybe
only when its very nice and
sunny out,” he said. “Other than
that, I’ll keep it in my garage
with a nice cover.”
Coach Chris Hopkins is

more of American truck-type of
guy.
“My favorite
dream car is the
Chevy Tahoe,”
Hopkins said.
“I’m a big dude;
I can’t fit in small
vehicles, and the
Tahoe is perfect.
I afford my car the
gridiron way: working
my tail off by becoming a star
football player and I earning it by

Please turn to page 13 for
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KEEP DREAMING. The most expensive production car in the

world is the Bugatti Chiron at $2.6 million and has a top
speed of 261 miles per hour, according to Caranddriver.com.
It is a very low volume ultra-supercar for obvious reasons.
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Seniors envision perfect prom
By Brian Lee
and Darryl Randolph

The Hyatt Regency’s Crystal Ballroom, where the prom was last
held in 2013 (shown above), has great views of the city, especially of the Wrigley Building. (Source: EMPEHI News stock)
Prom had been held at the
Adler Planetarium since 2013.
This lakefront facility features
glass ceiling and a outdoor promenade deck.
The lights play a big part in
the prom setting because, just
like the music, the lights set the
mood for a slow dance or a turnup dance with friends.
“I would make it dark, but
not too dark, probably have
like little diamond lights with
reflections of the walls, music
to a certain level, and have the
room dark to a certain romantic
level and like with prom you’re
supposed to have fun and just be
with your classmates and have
fun,” senior Alexus Ellerbe said.
Some students have their
own judgement about how their
prom should go and with the
person who they are going with.

“The girl you feel you
would want a memorable
experience with, not no ugly
females, but with someone
who you want to see in your
face the next day possibly,”
senior Vontae Williams said.
The prom send-off is one
of the biggest things for the
seniors because it’s where they
family and friends get to see
the senior go off for prom.
“I would use balloons
flowers or something like the
Japanese garden setting,”senior
Faith Cassell said.
Some people have their
own thoughts about how the
prom should be and how the
room should look like.
“Maybe a huge white and

Please turn to page 14 for

PERFECT PROM

By Leah Pepper
and Braijon Carter

Source: Statisticbrain.com
Now I feel like this can’t be the
night of my life.
A few students believe that
prom is not worth all the hype.
“I’m not gone lie I feel
like prom is overrated a little,”
senior Malik Coburn said. “You
spend tons of money just to take
pictures, dance, sit down and
eat. It’s just like a regular party
except everyone has on expensive
clothes. It’s really all for show.”
Some parents believe prom
means more to a girl than the
guy.
“There isn’t a budget for
my daughter,” English teacher
Gerald Winston said. “I know
prom is coming up, and I’ve been
planning for this special night; as
long as I have a job, my daughter will get anything she wants.

Please turn to page 14 for

PRICEY PROM

Continued from page 12

Continued from page 12
get near they feel my sting. They
quickly learn that I am strong,
quick, and I will devour them.”
Music teacher Matthew
Kerr feels like he would be a
well-known, giant Japanese
dinosaur.
“I’ve always liked Godzilla,”
he said. “I used to like this video
game called Rampage where you
smash stuff and go through city
through city, breaking stuff up.”

ights of dancing, formal
fashion, fancy cars, and a
lot of expenses; this is what prom
is all about.
Students seem to be going
all out spending thousands for
this year’s prom.
“My shoes cost about eight
or $900 and my dress like $800,”
senior Briahsia Gordon said.
“Then I have to get a car; I’m
driving a Tesla, so I’ll probably
spend about $2,500.”
Not all students are able to
splurge and get whatever they
want like others. Some students
were given budgets from their
parents.
“My student debt was over
$1,000, so I won’t be doing anything over and beyond,” senior
Tamara Pickens said. “Besides,
my parents gave me a budget,
so I have to try and stay in the
range they can afford. I don’t
have a problem with that because
I know prom is a big deal, and I
don’t want to put a big burden on
them.”
With the expected high cost,
some sought out their parents
help early on.
“I just started talking to
my parents about prom; they
didn’t know what shoes or car I
want,” senior Kyren Mason said.
“Once my parents found out my
expectations they told me there
finances won’t suit my needs.

DREAM WHIPS

MONSTER VISIONS
Hawthorne Jr. would want to be a
manticore from Persian lore. It has
the body of a lion, a human head
with three rows of sharp teeth, and
sometimes bat-like wings.
“We are similar because I
too have a face of a man, a body
as strong as a lion, and very few
words, but just like the Manticore I can fool you,” he said. “On
the football field I appear small
to my opponent, but when they

Prom prep pricey
N

P

rom is one of the
magical nights ever
next to a wedding and even
childbirth (wow!). Prom is a
night that seniors will never
forget because it’s their big
night to remember.
Some people have their
own views of a perfect prom
in their eyes.
“Everything going right,”
no preparation issues, and a
perfect send-off leads to a
perfect prom,” senior Briiaizha Jordynn said. “If your
day starts off the right way,
you’re bound to have a perfect
prom,” senior Briiaizha Jordynn said.
The setting also has a big
part to play with it because
nobody wants to have their
prom at a bogus location.
“[I’d like to go s]
omewhere with a lot of space,
serves good food, good drinks,
and where you could be as
loud as you want…I guess
where this is no limit of how
much fun you can have,”
senior Myon Doizer said.
This year’s prom will be
held at the Hyatt Regency on
Wacker Drive in the elegant
Crystal Ballroom. The cavernous space has 19-foot floorto-ceiling windows on three
sides, with one looking out
upon the Wrigley Building
and the northern city skyline.
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He believes that he and
Godzilla both leave destruction
in their paths.
“Every time I go into the
house, I would leave a path of
destruction,” Kerr said. “I’d leave
my keys somewhere, I empty
stuff out of my pockets, and even
though I’m not smashing stuff
up, I’m still leaving a lot of garbage all over the place now that I
think about it.”

putting in the hard work.”
Like Collins, Hopkins
was also inspired to have a car
he always wanted.
“Catching touchdowns
inspired me to want a
Tahoe,”he said.“You know, I
came from a poor poverty, and
coming from a guy like me
where I came from, those are
what people dreamed of.”
But Hopkins loves a German car brand, too.

“If my dream car wasn’t
made anymore, I would prefer
a Mercedes Benz,” he said.
Some can even be inspired their family.
“My favorite car is a
Maserati,” said security Dennis Allen. “My godson drives
one, and he inspired me to
want one, but I’ll have to keep
working to afford it. I sat in it
once; it’s a very nice, exquisite
car.”

Making your academic cap memorable
S

Class of 2015 Marcellus Freeman (left) used his cap to announce his plans to be a pilot,
while two other girls decorated their cap with messages
about their next school.

eniors, it will soon be
your time to walk across
the stage in graduation triumph.
But as upperclassmen seem
to try to outdo everybody else
to get attention (think the crazy
popularity of promposals), another growing trend to outshine
those around them happens at
the graduation ceremony.
No, it’s not just receiving a
bountiful bouquet of roses, or a
huge cluster of “Congrats!” helium balloons, it’s what is resting
on each grad’s head: the cap.

The history of the square
academic cap, or mortarboard,
goes back as far as the fourteenth
and fifteenth centuries, and its
square, flat style has remained,
more-or-less the same ever since.
However, more and more
students have upped their graduation game by decking out their cap
with plastic jewels, glued on lettering to spell out short messages,
sparkle dust, printed images of
cartoon characters or themselves,
gold dollar symbols--you name it.
There are plenty of online

sites to get inspiration to
make your cap more than just
a green or white one. Scouring Pinterest is probably
step one for ideas, or maybe
conducting a simple Google
Images search, but maybe
you’ve always had an idea to
decorate the cap to your taste.
But if you are really lazy, you
could just order one from
TasselToppers.com, for $15
(including free shipping), and
glue it to the top of your cap
and be done with it.

FEATURES

14
M A Y

2 0 1 7

EMPEHI News

PRICEY PROM
Continued from page 13
Prom is something special for the
ladies and the girls; I don’t see
too many guys all excited about
prom, because it’s more for the
girls. It’s harder for them because
they gotta go buy their bundles,
get their 18 inches in, get their
hair and two-hour makeup
done.”

So which students at which
schools appear to do it best?
“I troll Twitter pages, so I
would say Morgan Park is very
classy, and Whitney Young does
it very well also,” Winston said.
The amount of money spent
worldwide on prom has been
decreasing over time.

Total spending on the prom,
which includes the cost of clothing, transportation, tickets, food,
photographs, and the after-party
is down since 2013, when it was
$1,139, according to a Visa, Inc
survey. In 2014, it fell to $978,
and again last year by 6 percent,
to $919.

PERFECT PROM
Continued from page 13
gold room, not sure about a disco
ball might be somewhat out of
style green lights would be cool
too, like those lasers that move
around the room would be cool, I
guess,” Doizer said.
Not all seniors care about
being super dressy and flashy
they just want to be looked as a
normal person on that night.
“Not too out of the ordinary,
but nice,” senior Jarred Edwards said.
Some of the seniors have

their own thoughts of what they
feel will make them look good
and who they will feel even
comfortable of their choice to go
prom with.
“I would go with my boyfriend because we’ve been on-andoff for four years,” Ellerbe said.
Then some seniors feel like if
they was hosting the event that they
would have better times too have
prom and other times to make sure
that they have a lot of fun.

“The event should at least be
4 hours but I mean our prom is
from 7-11, so that’s good, so they
should have an after-prom party
if anyone just wants to go out
and party,” Ellerbe said.
Prom is such a huge event for
many girls who also shared where
and how they should do prom and
how it should be to set the mood.
“The best place for me would
be on a boat with a disco ball,”
senior Brianni Deanes said.

If prom is anything
like the movies...

Even with the tags still on, no store
is taking this dress back.

Something About Mary
(1998)
For guys, this is your
nightmare come true,
and I’m not talking
about the shabby brown
tuxedo, frilly shirt, and
clown-like bow tie.
You’ll never feel the
Probably should switch to button-fly same about “franks and
beans” again.
jeans from now on.

MUSTANGS EXPECT TURNAROUND
Continued from page 16
“We fed off that energy and
came out and scored five runs in
the the bottom of the inning; we
kept building the lead and tried
to send a message to the city.”
Even with a bad start the
season, there been a minuscule
amount of good on the team is
that offense has shown that when
given a chance that they can put
up enough runs for the pitching and defense can work with;
however, senior catcher Michael
Hawthorne explained why he
feels like the team can put it
together.
“I believe that if our pitching
can keep us in the game and allow us to do what we do on the

offensive end; we can win a lot of
games because of our potential to
go off for seven or more runs any
game,” Hawthorne said.
Baseball is a team sport, but
sometimes it nice to have great
talent on the team to help carry
a load for the team. This has a lot
of talent and Hawthorne tell us
who he thinks has contributed
the most.
“I believe the standout
players of the season so far are
myself and Jamarion Loston,”
Hawthorne said. “We have been
carrying the team with great
defensive efforts, as well as offensive.”
With approximately 17

games left in the season, there is
an expectation for the team to
get better.
“We have time to turn it
around if we just say with the
process and gel together at the
right time,” Alexander said. “I
feel like when we gel nobody can
beat us.”
The team earned a Public
League championship in 2014
and a deep state run making it
to the IHSA Class 3A finals in
2015 (fourth place).
The Mustangs are scheduled
to take on Harlan High School
in a conference home game
today, then again at Harlan on
Friday.

MUSTANGS TO GET THEIR RINGS

Mom wants to go to the big dance
with you? Ewww.

So, that was how they danced 30
years ago. I guess it’s better than
juking.

Well, I guess just one peck couldn’t
hurt.

Continued from page 16
kins said.
Helping the community is
something Bennett likes to do,
Hopkins said.
“That is just a small part
of his character, and the type of
person he is,” the coach said. “He
does a lot for and in the community—not just here in Illinois;
he does stuff all over the place.
I mean, I do know he is from
Texas, so I know he does stuff all
over, so honestly, him doing that
for us was a very big deal, and I
am very grateful for that.”
When it was first learned
that the school couldn’t afford
the rings, Irvin felt bad for the
kids as they worked hard to
achieve their goal.
“The first thing that came
to mind was the kids,” the coach
said. “Knowing how hard they
worked and knowing we probably wouldn’t get those rings. It’s
all about the kids when it comes

to me. It’s a memory they will
never forget, so I was kinda upset
about that.”
Senior forward Lenell Henry was upset about the school not
having the money.
“I felt bad,” Henry said. “I
wouldn’t say it was a waste of
time, but I just felt like we put
in too much work to accomplish
our goal and not get rewarded
for it.”
Senior guard Cam Irvin, the
coach’s nephew, who played a
huge part in winning the championship, was hurt on the inside.
“It made me feel hurt on the
inside,” he said, “but at the same
time thinking about it, I knew we
were going to find a way to get
the rings.”
The senior guard was excited
about the news about the team
receiving their rings.
“I am very thankful,” the
young Irvin said. “He has the

money to pay for it and he
helped us out, and they made me
happy. Giving back to the kids is
always a good thing I see.”
Henry is also very grateful
that Bennett took the time to
help his team.
“I was excited,” Henry said.
“I was very grateful that someone
took the time out to look into our
situation and wanted to help us.”
Winning a championship,
and getting some token like a
ring to remember it, is a way for
people to be remembered.
“I was happy as ever,” Hopkins said. “When I was coming
up, my thing was I wanted to be
remembered—you know what I
mean? When I die, I want people
to be able to google my name
and read a long bio on me and
see all of my accomplishments.
A ring is something nobody can
take from you. It’s scratched in
history.”

Carrie (1976)
It’s bad enough that
they have prom in the
school gym, but dumping pig’s blood all over
the prom queen: really
big mistake. Note to
self: Always have an exit
strategy.

It’s kind of like the Cha-Cha Slide,
but not exactly.

Prom dresses that looked like
grandma’s nightgown were considered stylish?

Back to the Future
(1985)
Go back in time, try
to get your mother to
quit hitting on you, be
matchmaker for your
parents, then teach
1950’s rock-and-roll legend Chuck Berry how
to play guitar at prom.
Who writes this stuff?
Footloose (1984)
A small town bans dancing until troublemaker
Kevin Bacon brings
music to prom. Where
does all that sparkly stuff
come from? Anyway,
they all, ahem, dance, to
painfully retro ‘80s pop
music, unless you like
that kind of thing.
Twilight (2008)
Proof that proms are still
important for today's
youths. Oh, yeah, and for
creatures of the night,
too. Where’s Vincent
Price when you need
him. Again, who writes
this stuff?
Not Another
Teen Movie (2001)
Emo geeks, dumb jocks,
party animals, a girlnext-door, nerds, etc.,
etc.; pretty much every
high school stereotype is
mocked in this satire of
every “teen movie” (duh!).
Yep, prom is just like
something out of a choreographed scene from
“Glee.” Just you wait.
Pretty in Pink (1986)
Unique (think: not typical, borderline weird) girl
who’s not all that popular,
makes a big entrance to
prom supposedly looking
super glamorous; it’s
every girl’s dream night-that is until you look at
her date and her dress (?)
Wow.
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Fans see exciting, but predictable, NBA playoffs
By Allen Simpson
and DeAndre Ames

D

o you have the Cleveland
Warriors coming out
of the first round of the playoffs
going into the second round and
possibly taking it all?
Keep in mind that some
teams are already up 4-0 in
the lead for going to the next
round of the playoffs to face
their next opposing team.
This is the opinion of certain
NBA fans and experts who
they believe they will win the
upcoming games according to
low team stats.
Some see a certain team in
the Western Conference going
deep in the NBA Finals, like
head basketball coach Micheal
Stroke.
“I’ll have to go with the San
Antonio Spurs because of how
they play as a team,” Stroke said.
“They don’t be selfish with the
ball when they have a open look
at the three-point line and have a
easier chance at the two.”
There has already been some
surprises in the Western Conference and the Eastern Conference
playoffs.
“Looking at the brackets
for the the NBA playoffs, some
teams are tied up and teams
are leading from a 4-0 blowout,
causing a team to be put out already out,” Stroke said, referring
to both the Portland Trailblazers’
and Indiana Pacers’ early exit.
Mustangs varsity basketball
head coach Nick Irvin expects
the Number 1 seed in the West
to roll through most of the postseason, and expected them to
meet up with the LA Clippers,
even though (as of Saturday) the
Utah Jazz forced a Game 7 this
past Sunday.
“Going into the second
round when the Golden State
Warriors meet the LA Clippers,
Golden State is going to win
4-0,” he said, “but the Clippers
might get a game possibly.”
In the other Western matchup, the head coach foresees the
Spurs rolling over the Rockets.
“For the match up with San
Antonio Spurs and the Houston Rockets, San Antonio will
sweep the Rockets by 4-1,” Irvin
said. “Reason being, because being at home will have a greater
affect on winning the games
because the fans are gonna give
them support to win by hyping
the team up to do better and
come out with the W.”
Irvin predicts a great battle
in the Western Conference title
game.
“The Golden State Warriors
and the San Antonio Spurs are
seeing each other to face off most
definitely,” he said confidently,
adding, “consider this, because
the information I’m giving you is
going to come true.”
In the East, Irvin sees his
Cavs as a force to be reckoned
with.
“Cleveland is coming out,

2017 NBA
postseason
bracket
(as of Sat., April 29)

hands down, because, personally, there are too many stars to
be stopped on their team unless
some injuries happen,” he said.
“Cleveland is going to beat the
Toronto Raptors, 4-1, proceeding
to the next round.”
Next up on the Cavaliers’
plate will be the Number 4 seed
in the East.
“The Washington Wizards
are most-definitely seeing the
Cavalier,” Irvin said. “When Boston meets the Wizards they are
gonna make a run for it, causing
the the wins to be 4-2 in going
to meet the Cleveland Cavaliers

[in the Final Four].”
Looking ahead to the Finals,
which begin on June 1, NBA
fan Marcus Phillips gave a bold
prediction.
“Warriors are taking it all
‘cause nobody can stop them,”
Phillips said.
Golden State has reached
the Finals the last two years,
splitting the title with Cleveland
who won it all last season. This
match-up should be repeated this
year, Phillips added.
“Yes, of course, the Cleveland Cavaliers are going to give
the Warriors some go, but the

end the game is going to fall in
the Warriors’ hands, winding
down to the last few seconds to
take the big shot,” he said. “The
Warriors are known for hitting
big game-winning shots, and
when the game is in their hands,
they are most likely to come out
with the win.”
Home court will have a huge
impact on the series, Phillips
said.
“When having home court
advantage, you have to to come
out with the win because this is
your house and you’re supposed
to protect what’s yours with all

your heart,” he said. “So when
you have support from your biggest fans, you cannot look in the
audience and let them down; you
have to strive for greatness and
hold your own to show them the
reason why you are even in the
playoffs finals.”
However, in 2016, the Warriors had home court advantage,
and won the first two, but split
their last two home games with
Cleveland, including the decisive
Game 7.
And who is Coach Nick’s
pick for the NBA title? Cavs over
the Spurs!

TRACK TO BUILD ON SUCCESS
Continued from page 16
year are just as last year;
continue making history and
great success throughout the
state,” Shannon said, “Despite
the loss of key performers
with the senior class last year,
our team has a lot of depth
and I expect an even bigger result at the end of this
season.”
With the loss of key
All-State runners like Kendall
Joiner, Greg Howell, and
Xavier Taylor from last year’s
Senior Class, there is a lot of
pressure on this years team to
repeat and do better.
Under the leadership and
performance of those members of the 2016 class, the
team was able to place third
in state.
But the coaches seem to
have even higher expectations
for their seniors this year as

they did last year. The fact that
this 2017 class came in the same
year as their coaches makes it
that much more of significance.
“It does make this season
more special because I’ve had
the opportunity to see these
boys grow into young men, not
just with the sport but there
character and maturity,” Shannon said. “It will be bitter sweet
seeing them move on to the
next level which is the ultimate
goal.”
With two of his three
returning seniors committed
to colleges in the fall, Jawon
Denton to Northern Illinois
University and Corey Shannon
to Valparaiso University, coach
Shannon stresses the point
and effort to put his athletes in
school.
With all the attention on
the seniors, there is still work

to do for the younger runners
as well. Sophomore Donovan
Earles knows this all too well
as he is the only underclassmen
competing at the varsity level on
the team.
“It’s been very good, It was
a big transition because going
from fro-soph to varsity the
competition changed,” said Earles on his transition. “It’s a good
experience though being one of
the younger guys, because I get
to go against tougher competition.”
Earles has risen to the occasion as he is one of few underclassmen ranked in the top 30
in the state and a member of the
number two ranked 4x200 meter
relay for the team.
“It just makes me want to
work harder because I want
to be number one, so being in
the rankings just pushes me.”

Earles said.
So far this season, the
team has earned many accolades, with the 4x200 relay
taking first in the indoor state
championships and placing
second overall in the annual
Eastlake invitational meet just
weeks apart from one another.
But this is not enough
for senior Jawon Denton as
he looks for a big finale to his
high school career.
“What we’ve done so far
is alright, but we expected
that,” said Denton “ The
main goal is to repeat and
get a state trophy and place
higher than we did last year.
There are still things for us
to work on to achieve this
goal but we put in the work
and it shows when we compete and we plan to show it
May 26.”
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Donors answer the call
to buy champs’ rings
Former
Chicago
Bear pays
for majority
By Alan Taylor
and Alexis Pollard

A

championship without a
ring is like eating pizza
without the sauce.
As the Mustangs varsity basketball team won their third state
championship in five years earlier
this spring, the team was told
the school didn’t have enough
money to purchase their state
championship rings; however,
after much publicity, various supporters—including two celebrities—came forward and donated
the funds.
Shortly after the school’s
athletic director, Michael Berger,
announced via social media there
was no money to buy the celebratory rings, after school budgets
had been frozen due to Chicago
Public Schools’ (CPS) on-going
financial crisis, generous donors
began answering the call.
One of the first notable
donation offers came from a
Fenwick High School parent and

a fundraiser from the the high
school itself—the same Fenwick
which the Mustangs beat 69-67
in overtime for the state championship!
It was not long after that
when Chicago comedian Hannibal Buress provided a “sizable”
donation, according to reports.
But the largest single donor
was former Chicago Bear tight
end Martellus Bennett, now a
Green Bay Packer, who offered
to pay for all of the rings, as well
as designed them.
It’s expected that the team
will need around 30 rings for
players, managers, and coaches,
adding up to approximately
$11,000.
The coach was grateful for
all the generous contributors, big
and small.
“All of the donations stood
out because they care about the
kids,” Irvin said. “They wanted
to see them get their rings, and
the thing that Fenwick did was a
blessing because they jump-started everything, and after playing
them and losing in a hard fought
game, they decided to help out
and donate to the cause.”
Irvin is particularly thankful that Bennett took the time to
help his team.
“Martellus Bennett has a
very busy schedule and could’ve
been doing something else

with his time,” coach said. “He
decided to take on the challenge
and take on everything in order
for us to get our rings.”
Strength and conditioning
coach and Super Bowl champion
Chris Hopkins has a friendship
with Bennett.
“Martellus Bennett was a
teammate of mine when I played
for the New York Giants,” Hop-

Please turn to page 15 for

MUSTANGS TO
GET THEIR RINGS

Above: A screen capture of
donor and NFL player Martellus Bennett’s electronic sketch
of his original design for the
Mustangs varsity basketball
team’s 2017 IHSA Class 3A
championship rings. At right:
a screen capture of Bennett’s
Instagram posting that features the final ring design, and
a narrative on why he donated
to pay for them.

Baseball season faces
mixed results on field
By Quinita Johnson
and Larry Watts

B

aseball season is
under way, and the
baseball team has big expectations, but must improve fast
in order to return to playing
playoff competitive ball.
The season hasn’t started
off great for the team, starting
off 6-13 and 3-5 in conference play.
Varsity assistant coach
Nolan Bullock tells why the
team has started off badly.
“It hasn’t been the best
start to the season to put it
mildly, but we have plenty of
time to fix our wrongs,” Nolan
said. “We have to fix our
pitching and defensive lapses
in key moments of the game,
when we fix that then we
will be a great team and very
dangerous in the playoffs.”

Senior baseball player Kyell
Alexander gave his perspective of
the trip down to Atlanta, Georgia. The team was 0-5, but he
feels that its was great experience
to prepare for conference.
“The trip down was worth it
because we bonded as a team and
found out some things we can
work on and things we are currently good at that we can build
on, ” Alexander said. “We got to
play great competition to start
the season off before we come
back and prepare for conference,
it was a good experience.”
The season hasn’t been
all bad as the Mustangs during a stretch of four games the
Mustangs has won by a run differential of 30, as they outscored
their opponents 36-6 during
those four games, suggesting the
potential that this team has.
Head coach Ernest Radcliffe
explains this hot streak.

“We started off with high
intensity these last four games
and keep it going for the
whole game,” Radcliffe said.
“We’ve throwing strikes early
in the game and allowing our
offense to drive in early runs
to put pressure on them early.”
One of those in particular
was against Simeon when
they won 12-2 and was clicking on all cylinders. Junior
shortstop Jamarion Loston
explained how the team won
the game.
“Tyler [ Junior Pitcher
Tyler Guest] came out with
a lot of energy on the mound
and stared of the game striking out the side,” Loston said.
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Varsity on track
to return to IHSA
title-worthy form
By Corey Shannon
and John Phillips

T

he Mustangs varsity
track team is off to a
fast start this season as they
look to finish better than
their history-making run last
year when they placed third
in the outdoor state championships, the first in school
history and the first Chicago
Public Schools (CPS) boys
track team to do so in 25
years.
With just three returning
seniors from last year’s state
team, the boys are young
but one of experience with
young standouts like sophomore triple jumper Donovan
Earles.
As most of the runners
have been together since their
freshman years. The team is

also one with chemistry as the
runners have been just as long
as their coaches.
Although assistant coach
Gabriel Harris has been here
for a while, head coach Corey
Shannon and assistant coach
Alonzo Harris started their
campaign in the school in
2013 and are coming on their
fourth year now.
With multiple city titles
on both the varsity and frosh
levels under their belt, as
well as putting a number of
runners in college, there are
big expectations for the team
this season.
“My expectations this
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